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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The overall rate of increase in student charges is moderating at
public colleges and universities, although news of mid-year
increases in many states has produced fear of increased charges and
lower levels of service in the future, according to the results of
the 1990 survey of student charges at public colleges and
universities. Faculty salary increases, decreasing appropriations,
and repair costs are the forces behind the tuition and fees
increases, according to responses from the state colleges and
universities participating in the annual survey.

The average rates of increase for resident and nonresident
undergraduate tuition in 1990 were comparable, 7.2 and 7.5 percent
respectively. The previous year’s survey results showed nonresident
student charges increasing almost 3 percentage points more than
resident charges. In 1989, resident undergraduate charges
increased 7.7 percent while nonresident charges increased a full
10.4 percent.

In 1990, undergraduate average room and board charges increased at
a steeper rate than that in previous years. Overall, room and
board charges increased at an average rate of 6.0 percent, compared
with last year’s rise of 5.4 percent.

Asked to predict the impact of state economic conditions on their
institutions, survey respondents reported fears of deteriorating
physical plants, difficulty in the retention of faculty and staff,
and cuts in student services. A summary of state-by-state
increases in undergraduate resident student charges is included in
this report. _

The 1990-1991 report on student charges at public colleges and
universities is a joint project of the American Association of
State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) and the National
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges
(NASULGC) . These organizations represent 90 percent of the
nation’s publicly supported, four-year institutions of higher
education.

The more than 370 AASCU-member institutions represented in this
report enroll almost 3 million students. Sixty-two percent of
AASCU institutions are comprehensive universities; 29 percent are
general baccalaureate institutions with primary emphasis on
undergraduate education; and 5 percent are doctoral-level
institutions. AASCU members grant more than 322,000 bachelor’s
degrees annually--approximately 33 percent of the nation’s total,
about 26 percent of the nation’s master’s degrees each year, and
6 percent of the nation’s doctoral degrees.

NASULGC represents 149 institutions of higher learning--53

principal state universities, 72 land-grant campuses, and
university system administration offices. NASULGC-member campuses
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enroll more than 2.7 million students and award upwards of a half-
million degrees annually, including three-fifths of all U.S.
doctorates. By the late 1980s, NASULGC-memker campuses claimed
more than 17 million alumni. ’

/

This report details this year’s trends in student charges for AASCU
and NASULGC-member campuses, along with the student charges trends
of nonaffiliated institutions. Appendices include cost information
for specific colleges and universities. The report covers several
important issues, including two-year comparisons of average
undergraduate charges, average room and board costs; and average
charges for graduate students and students in first professional
schools of law, medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicine. For
information about this report, call Meredith Ludwig at 202/293-
7070 or Robert Aaron at 202/778-8018.




FINDINGS

OVERALIL AVERAGES FOR AASCU, NASULGC, AND NONAFFILIATED COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES

In the Fall 1990 survey of student charges at public, four-year
institutions, 530 colleges and universities responded to the survey
questionnaire. These colleges and universities included 345 AASCU
members, 114 NASULGC members, 20 members of both AASCU and NASULGC,
and 51 nonaffiliated, public, four-year colleges and universities.
Please note that the 1989 charge reported for a particular
institution in the 1990 report may differ slightly from that
reported in the 1989 report. The reporting institutions are
offered the opportunity to revise or correct their figures of the
previous year. In almost all cases, however, the base year numbers
are within a few dollars of those reported previously.

Undergraduate Tuition and Fees Charges. Based on a response of 503
public colleges and universities, the 1990 overall average tuition
for in-state students was $1,819, a 7.2-percent increase over the
revised 1989 average of $1,697. For the 501 public colleges and
universities responding to the survey, the average tuition and fees
charge for out—-of-state students in 1990 was $4,800, a 7.5-percent
increase over the 1989 revised average charge of $4,465, reflecting
an increase of $335. (Table 1/Graph 1)

Room and Board. In a comparison of undergraduate room and board
charges between 1989 and 1990, of the 407 public colleges and
universities responding to this portion of the survey, the average
1990 charge was $3,067, a 6-percent increase over the revised 1989
average of $2,893, for a $174 increase. (Table 2/Graph 2)

Graduate Tuition and Fee Charges. Of the 450 public colleges and
universities responding, the in-state tuition and fee charges for
graduate students rose by 7.5 percent. The average 1990 charge was

$2,080, a $145 increase over the revised 1989 average charge of
$1,935.

For out-of-state graduate students, the average tuition and fee
charge increased by 7.7 percent. For the 449 respondents, the
average nonresident charge was $4,923, a $350 increase over the
revised 1989 average of $4,573. (Table 3/Graph 3)

AASCU CAMPUSES

Undergraduate Tuition and Fee Charges. Based on responses from 357
AASCU-member institutions, the average in-state tuition and fee
charge for Fall 1990 was $1,700, up from the 1989 revised average
charge of $1,580, an increase of $120 and 7.6 percent. For
nonresident students, of the 356 respondents, the 1990 tuition and
fee charge rose 7.6 percent to $4,463. This increase reflected a
$316 increase over the revised 1989 figure of $4,147. (Table
1/Graph 1)




Room and Board. Of the 291 member institutions responding to this

year’s survey, the average combined room and board charge for 1990
was $2,929, up from a revised 1989 charge of $2,765, for an average
increase of $164 and a 5.9-percent increase. (Table 2/Graph 2)

Graduate Tuition and Fee Charges. For the 309 AASCU institutions
responding to the survey, the average in-state graduate tuition and
fee charge for 19%0 was $1,897, a 7.8-percent increase over the
revised 1989 average of 1,760. For out-of-state graduate students,
the 1990 average tuition and fee charge was $4,520, an 8-percent
increase over the revised 1989 average of $4,185; an average dollar
increase of $335. (Table 3/Graph 3)

NASULGC CAMPUSZS

Undergraduate Tuition and Fee Charges. For the 129 NASULGC-member
institutions responding to the survey, the average 1990 charge for
in-state tuition and fees was $2,124, a 6.5-percent increase over
the 1989 revised average of $1,994. This is a dollar increase of
$130 in a year-to-year comparison. For out-~of-state students, 128
NASULGC-member institutions reported. The 1990 average for these
schools was $5,601, a 7.4~percent increase over the 1989 revised
average of $5,213. (Table 1/Graph 1)

Room and Board. For a year-to-year comparison of the 113 NASULGC
institutions responding to this question, the 1990 average was
$3,299, a 6.4-percent increase over the revised 1989 average of
$3,101 or an averade increase of $198. (Table 2/Graph 2)

Graduate Tuition and Fee Charges. For the 127 NASULGC-member
institutions responding to the survey, the average in-state
graduate tuition was $2,456, a 6.9-percent increase over the 1989
revised figure of $2,297, reflecting an average increase of $159.
For nonresident graduate students, the increase in tuition and fees
was an average 7.0 percent, reported by 126 institutions. The
average 1990 charge was $5,704, an average increase of $374 over
the 1989 revised charge of $5,330. (Table 3/Graph 3)

FIRST PROFESSIONAL CHARGES: All Membership Categories Combined

LAW. Sixty-five institutions responded to the survey question
about in-state tuition and fees. The 1990 average in-state tuition
was $3,158, an average increase of $298 and a 10.4-percent increase
over the revised 1989 average of $2,860. For nonresident charges,
64 institutions responded to the survey gquestion. The 1990 tuition
increased by an average of $652 from $6,657 in 1989 to $7,309 in
1290, a 9.8-percent increase.

MEDICINE. Seventy~-five institutions responded to the survey
guestion about in-state medical tuition and fees. The increase for
in-state medical school tuition and fees appears to have slowed for
the second year in a row, showing a modest‘rise of only 6 percent.
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The average reported 1989 revised charge was $5,697, an increase
of $343, for a 1990 average of $6,040. For out-of-state medical
students, 74 institutions responded showing an increase of only 5.1
percent, up to $13,510 from the 1989 revised average charge of

$12,853. This increase reflected an average increase of $657.
(Table 4/Graph 4)

VETERINARY MEDICINE. Twenty-four institutions responded to the
survey dquestion about tuition and fees for in-state students in
veterinary programs. The 1990 average was $4,882. This was a 6.2-
percent increase over the revised 1989 average of $4,599 and an
average increase of $283. Of the 23 institutions reporting figures
for out-of-state charges in veterinary programs, a 5.3-percent
increase over 1989 figures was noted. The 1990 average was

$11,417, an increase of $579 over the revised 1989 average charge
of $10,838. (Table 4/Graph 4)

DENTISTRY. Thirty-one institutions reported figures for dental
tuition and fees for in-state programs. For these charges, the
average annual figure was $5,891, an increase of .8 percent from
the 1989 revised charge of $5,844. This change reflects an average
increase of $47. For the 30 institutions that reported figures for
out-of-state numbers, their average dental charge increased a

modest 5.1 percent to $12,938 from the revised 1989 charge of
$12,306.

10




TABLE 1}

1989 AND 1990 AVERAGE UNDERGRADUATE TUITION/FEES CHARGES

_N_ _1989 1990 Pct. Increase
Resident
AASCU 357 1,580 1,700 7.6
NASULGC 129 1,994 2,124 6.5
NON-
AFFILIATED 36 1,667 1,762 5.7
OVERALL 503 1,697 1,819 /1.2
Nonresident
AASCU 356 4,147 4,463 7.6
NASULGC 128 5,213 5,601 7.4
NON-
AFFILIATED 36 4,661 4,927 5.7
OVERALL 501 4,465 4,800 7.5
GRAPH 1
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1985 AND 1990 AVERAGE GRADUATE TUITION/FEES CHARGES

Resident
AASCU
NASULGC

NON-
AFFILIATED

OVERALL
Nonresident

AASCU

NASULGC

NON-
AFFILIATED

OVERALL

TUITION At SFE CHARGES
(Thousende)

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

N

308
127

33

450

309

126

33
449

AVERAGE GRADUATE TUITION. & FEES

1

TABLE 3

989

1
2

2,
1,

,760
. 297

121

935

,185

/330

,085
/573

GRAPH 3

/520
,704

371
/923

FALL 1989 AND FALL 1930 COMPARISONS

Pct.

NOM=
e
NES0ENT

S

OVERALL

11

MECU

NASU
NONRESIOENT
B8 10y S 1990

2%%2%2%%%%%%%;“@na&&&wﬁ&&:‘

Increase




TABLE ¢

1989 AND 1990 AVERAGE FIRST PROFESSIONAL PROGRAM CHARGES

LAW
Resident
Nonresident
MEDICINE
Resident

Nonresident

Resident

Nonresident
DENTISTRY

Resident

Nonresident

(Thousands)

TUTION AND FEE CHARGES

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

VETERINARY MED.

65
64

75
74

24
23

31
30

(AASCU and NASULGC)

1989 1990 Pct. Increase
2,860 3,158 10.4
6,657 7,309 9.8
5,697 6,040 6.0
12,853 13,510 5.1
4,599 4,882 6.2
10,838 11,417 5.3
5,844 5,891 .8
12,306 12,938 5.1
GRAPH 4
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Following are average tuitions in 1989 and 1990 and the
corresponding percent changes for each state or territory in the
United States. The diverse missions of the public colleges and
universities participating in our survey affect the tuition and fee
charges. These differences are masked in the overall averages.

TABLE 5
STATE-BY—-STATE INCREASES FOR UNDERGRADUATI RESIDENTS

Public Colleges
and Universities

in the AASCU/ Number of

State or 1989 Fall 1990 Fall Percent NASULGC Survey Respondents
Territory Average Average Change Population 1989 and 1990
AK 1,332 1,662 24.8 3 1
AL 1,464 1,561 6.6 17 13
AR 1,223 1,288 5.3 11 10
AZ 1,362 1,499 10.1 3 3
CA 1,114 1,196 7.4 33 29
co 1,555 1,668 7.3 14 10
CT 1,533 1,766 15.2 8 6
DC 664 664 0.0 2 1
DE 2,095 2,211 5.5 2 2
FL 1,247 1,339 7.4 9 9
GA 1,531 1,606 4.9 18 18
GU 1,408 1,408 0.0 1 1
HT 1,122 1,122 0.0 3 3
IA 1,821 1,880 3.2 3 3
ID 1,129 1,190 5.4 4 3
IL 2,126 2,177 2.4 12 12
IN 1,822 1,930 5.9 14 14
Ks 1,472 1,581 7.4 8 7
KY 1,262 1,395 10.5 8 8
LA 1,632 1,675 2.6 15 11
MA 1,818 2,306 26.8 15 11
MD 2,067 2,219 7.4 15 11
ME 1,987 2,253 13.4 8 8
MI 2,283 2,432 6.5 15 14
MN 1,954 2,113 8.1 10 10
MO 1,554 1,694 9.0 13 13
MS 1,743 1,807 3.7 9 8
MT 1,394 1,415 1.5 6 6
NC 1,037 1,131 9.1 16 16
ND 1,464 1,634 11.6 6 6
NE 1,457 1,533 5.2 7 5
NH 2,569 2,827 10.0 3 3
NJ 2,362 2,681 13.5 14 13
NM 1,208 1,292 7.0 6 6
NV 1,200 1,380 15.0 2 2
NY 1,519 1,546 1.8 42 34
OH 2,351 2,529 7.6 24 14
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STATE-BY-STATE INCREASES FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESIDENTS Continued

Public Colleges
and Universities

in the AASCU/ Number of

State or 1989 Fall 1990 Fall Percent NASULGC Survey Respondents
Territory Average Average Change Population 1989 and 1990
OK 1,279 1,317 3.0 15 12

OR 1,717 1,864 8.6 8 7

PA 2,903 3,054 5.2 24 22

PR 676 742 9.8 6 3

RI 2,013 2,206 9.6 2 2

sc 1,999 2,184 9.3 11 10

SD 1,781 1,865 4.7 8 6

TN 1,361 1,474 8.3 10 9

TX 943 976 3.5 39 33

uT 1,428 1,530 7.1 4 3

VA 2,487 2,625 5.5 15 14

VI 984 1,172 19.1 1 1

VT 3,124 3,453 10.5 4 4

W7 1,595 1,725 8.2 6 6

WI 1,742 1,836 5.4 14 13

WV 1,269 1,441 13.6 12 10

1204 1,003 1,148 14.5 1 1

14 16




FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENT CHARGES

For the fifth consecutive year, the most often-cited reason for
increases in student charges was faculty salary increases. Of the
530 institutions that responded to the survey, 37.7 percent of
survey respondents cited faculty salary increases; 31.3 percent
of respondents cited decreasing appropriations; and 30.6 percent
claimed equipment and facilities replacement or repair as a key
factor affecting the level of student charges. (Table 6/Graph 5)

When given the opportunity to "write in" other factors that
affected student charges, 24 respondents noted "general inflation,"
and 7 other respondents added "increased operating costs." Twenty-
three respondents claimed that "legislative action regarding the
relationship of tuition and cost" affected their student charges,
and 13 claimed that the "appropriations increase is inadequate to
cover rising costs."

TABLE 6
FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENT CHARGES

Percent
Factor Responding
A - Increasing enrollments 12.8
B - Decreasing appropriations 31.3
C - Faculty salary increases 37.7
D - Equipment and facilities replacement or repair 30.6
E - New categories of fees 11.1
F - Increased use of institutionally funded student aid 12.6
G - Recruitment of students 8.5
H - Recruitment of faculty 8.1
I - Retention and enrollment management programs 8.1
J - Institutional costs of assessment of student outcomes 4.3
K - Formula funding inequities 13.2

) ok
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RESPONSES TO ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

Because many states have reported lowered revenues resulting from
tightened state economies, attention has been focused on the effect
this situation may have on higher education. Part of the 1990
survey addressed the issue of sudden economic downturns that many
states may be experiencing, and asked respondents to descrike their
institutions’ response to these changing fiscal needs.

The most common response to the lack of sufficient funds was to
leave nonteaching positions unfilled. More than one-third of the
respondents, 34.7 percent, claimed that this action was being
utilized to alleviate some fiscal pressure. Thirty percent of the
respondents stated that their institution was deferring new
construction, repair, or rehabilitation of campus buildings. A
reduction in operating expenses was reported by 30 percent of
responding institutions. (Table 7/Graph 6)

Other "write-in" responses include one university that is capping
enrollment and several others reporting program cuts or
consolidations. A handful of institutions added "minimum salary
increases, " but most of the write-ins--21-~indicated that available
resources, such as research and library funds, would be limited.
Massachusetts, a state whose financial difficulties have been
chronicled in the press, reports an institution that is considering
one-week furloughs for all nonstudent employees and another that
has eliminated part-time faculty entirely.

TABLE 7
RESPONSES TO STATE ECONOMIC DOWNTURNS
Percent
Institutional Response Responding
A - Tuition surcharges are be.ng assessed 7.4
B - Existing fees are increased 19.8
C - Special one-time fees are being assessed 1.9
D - Nonteaching positions are being left unfilled 34.7
E - Faculty positions are being left unfilled 28.3
F - New construction, repair, or rehab is being deferred 30.4
G - Out-of-state travel funds are reduced 29.2
H - Nonpersonnel operating expenses are reduced 30.0
I - Funds for maintenance and grounds are reduced 24.7

16




100
S0
80
70
60
0
40
30
20
10

100
S0
80
70
&0
0
40
30
20
10

GRAPH 5

FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENT CHARGES

PERCENT OF INSTITUTIONS THAT
REPORT FACTOR AFFECTS CHARGES

= EAf fects
- Charges
A B C D E F G H I J K
FACTORS
GRAPH 6
RESPONSES TO ECONOMIC DOWNTURN
PERCENT OF INSTITUTIONS THAT
HRAVE MADE THIS RESPONSE
,;_ R Has Made
Response

RESPONSES

1719




HIGHER EDUCATION OUTLOOK

Asked whether they expected relief from the effects of the economic
downturn in the next one to two years, 7.4 percent of the
respondents said yes while a full 40.4 percent proclaimed "No."
AASCU members tended to be more pessimistic, with 42.4 percent of
the respondents not expecting any relief. Only 34.8 of the NASULGC
respondents did not expect relief.

Of the respondents who expected relief, the most common reasons
behind their thinking were:

*The national economy will improve.

*Enrollments will increase.

*The state economy will improve.

*The state will experience population growth.

*The institution is pursuing private-sector funds.

Survey respondents were asked what long-term effects could result
from the tough economic conditions that their state currently
faces. Two hundred and twenty-two institutions provided forecasts;
following are some highlights:

ALABAMA - experienced a relatively low increase in undergraduate
tuition in 1990, 6.6 percent, but is bracing for a deterioration
in physical plant facilities. Of the eight schools projecting
long-term effects, half of them stated that maintenance would
continue to be deferred.

ARIZONA - felt an increase of 10.1 percent in undergraduate student
charges in 1990. Arizona is experiencing increased enrollments
while receiving less funding. The three schools that responded to
the survey all envisioned less service for students in the future,
claiming that the institutions will have an "inability to properly
meet demand [and will have] class over-crowding," ‘"smaller
expenditures per student," and "no new programs, [with the]
possible elimination of present programs."

CALIFORNIA - will likely experience greater demand for education,
but less funding. California’s undergraduate resident student
charges saw an increase of 7.4 percent in 1990, and 29 respondents
feared "reduction in program service 1levels" and "difficulties
accommodating enrollment demand" in the future. Currently, the
University of California faces decreases in enrollment, faculty and
staff, postponement in building new campuses to serve the growing
number of students, and loss of its envied academic prowess because
of the governor’s proposed cut 1in operating expenses of $2.2
million (New York Times, "Budget Cuts Jar University of
California," January 21, 1991).

CONNECTICUT - was hit with a 15.2-percent undergraduate resident
tuition hike in 1990. Five of the six Connecticut survey
respondents anticipated lower enrollment in the future. One
college was considering a possible cap on enrollment, and most felt

2
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that "in the long run, we will serve fewer students by offering
fewer sections and our physical plant will continue to
deteriorate."

FLORIDA ~ saw an averade in-state undergraduate tuition increase
of 7.4 percent. Institutions in the state reported mixed
expectations for the future. One university thought there would
be no long-term effects because the "1991 legislature will probably
raise revenue through increased fees and added taxes," while
another school saw a dismal picture: "reduced efforts in both
faculty and student recruitment {and] maintenance problems due to
deferred maintenance of equipment and buildings."

ILLINOIS - felt only a 2.4 increase in undergraduate resident
tuition this year, but all respondents did not see such a rosy
picture next year. Illinois universities’ main concern appears to
be the retention of staff and faculty. One university summed up
all anticipated changes, predicting "loss of quality faculty to
other geographic areas; difficulty in maintaining an aging physical
plant; difficulty in maintaining quality."

MASSACHUSETTS - was plagued by the highest increase per state in
undergraduate resident tuition in 1990: 26.8 percent.
Massachusetts’ budget woes have institutions bracing for the worst:
"Clearly, any growth or development is limited with major emphasis
on maintenance of quality programs. We anticipate a loss of
enrollment because of rising costs, loss of faculty because of
fiscal instability and public policy ambiguity and loss of economic
potential for the Commonwealth." Examples of these effects are
provided by Terry Zoulas, a spokesman for the Massachusetts Board
of Regents, who states, "Lights are dimmer, library hours are
shorter and the library often doesn’t have the books that students
ask for" (New York Times, "Budget Cuts Jar University of
Californie " January 21, 1991).

NORTH CAROLINA - saw undergraduate student charges increase by 9.1
percent. Some institutions are cautiously approaching the future
with "reassessment of all operations, and allotments more closely
aligned with our role and mission," while other universities
consider the outlook more bleak, stating that there will be
"increased tuition, ceiling placed on enrollment, increased
teaching loads, new research facilities not funded, {and] and
inability to meet the needs of the geographic region we serve."

NEW JERSEY - was hit with a 13.5-percent increase in undergraduate
resident tuition and fees. The 12 respondents who supplied long-
term projections appeared not to be discouraged by their economic
situation. Many institutions claimed that there would only be a
"delay in achieving goals" and a '"loss of some special programs and
services."

PENNSYLVANIA - felt only an increase of 5.2 percent in in-state

undergraduate student charges in 1990. The University of
Pittsburgh System was estimating a shortfall of approximately $14.5
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million at the time of the survey, and another university claimed
that "most plan for a smaller institution including probably the
elimination of several nonessential programs." In response to
budget cut projections from the State System of Higher Education
in Pennsylvania, Clarion University has developed a contingency
plan if its budget is cut by approximately $1.3 million, "the
shortfall can be met through...curbing expenses, deferring
maintenance and rehabilitation projects, and reducing purchases of
new equipment" (Clarion University of Pennsylvania NEWS,
"Contingency Budget Plan Outlined for Clarion," January 18, 1991).

SOUTH CAROLINA - saw undergraduate resident tuition rise by 9.3
percent in 1990. Institutions in South Carolina are planning to
maintain their current services with less funding, but with mixed
emotions. One university claims there will be "increased stress
on faculty and staff because of the necessity of serving more
students with fewer people," while another school states that
"we’ll be required to do more with less--a not altogether bad
situation since we’ll get closer to the ’‘basics.’"

TEXAS - enjoyed one of the 1lower increases in in-state
undergraduate tuition and fees in 1990: 3.5 percent. Half of the
survey respondents from Texas provided projections for the future,
most of them cheerless. Many fear loss of quality faculty and
staff, further deferred maintenance, and some reduced student
services.

VIRGINIA - had only a moderate increase of 5.5 percent in
undergraduate resident student charges in 1990. But 11 respondents
painted bleak pictures of their institutions’ fiscal health in
1991. One university points out that "programs will have to be re-
examined and savings realized from reductions in level of service
or elimination entirely." At George Mason University the operating
budget was cut by 11.9 percent in 1990 and may be cut by as much
as 19.9 percent this year. "To cope with that, the university has
frozen hiring, lowered its thermostats this winter and turned off
the late-night lights in some outlying parking lots. With fewer
adjunct faculty members, courses have been dropped; the university
is even considering eliminating some degree programs" (The
Washington Post, "GMU Cuts Intrude on Education," January 15,
1991).

METHODOLOGY

The fall 1990 AASCU/NASULGC student charges survey forms were
mailed in October 1990 to approximately 575 public four-year
institutions of higher education in the United States and its
territories. As in previous years, the 1990 survey forms were sent
to universities and colleges with the 1989 figures printed on the
form. Participants were asked to review and correct last year’s
information in addit.ion to providing the 1990 information. These

20 o




revisions i‘esult in our use of the term "revised" 1989 averages or
"revised" 1989 student charges.

The survey consisted of two pages. The first included the annual
charges for tuition, mandatory fees, and room and board paid by
resident and nonresident undergraduate, graduate, and first-
professional students in law, medicine, dentistry, and veterinary
medicine programs. The survey’s second page concerned factors
affecting current student charges and effects of tightened economic
conditions on higher education services.

Institutions adhere to particular conventions in reporting student
charges information. Some respondents report annual student
charges for a typical full-time student based on the number of
credit hours necessary to graduate in four years. Others use the
"typical™ load of 12-15 credit hours per semester. This year we
asked respondents to provide the annual number of credit hours used
to calculate the annual student charges. Forty-eight percent of
the respondents used 24 credit hours as the basis of calculating
undergraduate charges, and 27 percent used 30 credit hours.
overall, the average number of credit hours used in calculation was
27. Thirty-eight percent of the respondents stated that 24 credit
hours were used to calculate annual graduate student charges; 18
credit hours was used by 29 percent of the survey respondents.
overall, the average number of credit hours used in calculation of
graduate tuition and fees was 23.

Institutionally reported charges included in this study may differ
from the actual charges paid by students. Actual annual costs are
affected by student choice of room and board options offered by
colleges and universities, different course-load alternatives, and
tuition reduction options. Average student charges adjusted by
enrollments can be obtained from other organizations such as The
College Board or the National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) .

All institutions involved in this study are state assisted and
student charges are established and regulated by system and
institutional governing boards. A degree of consistency throughout
the state can be expected with regard to student charges.
Differences are closely related to the variety of institutional
missions within each state.

Some idiosyncrasies are important to note because they affect the
way institutions are 1listed in the appendices. There are
approximately 19 institutions that are members of both AASCU and
NASULGC. Included in this category are many of the campuses of the
City University of New York system, which is itself a member of
NASULGC. For the sake of year-to-year reporting consistency, these
institutions are listed separately in the NASULGC appendices. The
nonaffiliated institutions are reported separately in Appendix E.
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