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ntroduction

Welcome to A_Child's Right: A Safe and Secure World., an introduction
to United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. This

curriculum, designed for the upper elementary and middie grades
(grades 5-10), has your students "adopt" an infant from another region
of the world, taking personal reponsibility for their new brother or
sister. This reponsibility takes the form of activities celebrating the
naming of the child, and activities exploring the rights of health,
security, freedom, economic well being, education and other rights
guaranteed their new friends by the Convention. (See Lessons 1-7).

A personal touch to the learning experience takes the form of the
Childhood Log, which is the student's on-going record from the birth
of their infant twin through his/her development to adulthood. First
introduced in Lesson 2, the Log is a part of all the other lessons.

Action as well as knowledge is a goai of the writers of this curriculum.
Lesson 8 encourages the students to take action whether on the local,
national or international level. This specific lesson empowers young
people, both here in their own country and elsewhere, to participate in
their own development. In addition, Lesson 3 Resources has a
section on Linkage/Network that provides contacts for students to
write/call others from different regions of the country/world in order
to create a richer world vision. Numbers of agencies, institutions and
individuals are listed in each lesson's Additional Resources secton.
There is also a section, General Resources, at the end the curriculum
which is helpful if teachers and/or students wish to expand on the
topics.

Lessons have spacific handouts, labelled and numbered, at the end of
each lesson. In each iesson needed handouts are listed under
Materials Needed. Special handouts include the complete texts of
the Convention of the Rights of the Child (Lesson 2)and the
Declaration of Human Rights (Lesson 2). Other handouts include
data from UNICEF's yearly State of the World's Children Beport. which

can be updated every year by contacting UNICEF. (See Lesson 4:
Additional Resources)
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LESSCN ONE
The Child is Born

"Where did you come from,
Baby dear?
Out of everywhere,
Into here."

George MacDonald

Objectives:

Students will engage inn a brief guided fantasy where they will create
an identification with a newborn child.

Students will brainstorm and list their hopes for the child in the areas
of survival, development, protection, and freedoms.

Materials Needed:

Suggested: The teacher, or students, could bring pictures of newborns
to display or share with the class. Also, there may be some videos
available through community groups that present childbirth, and/or
newborns in an appropriate way for the age group involved.

In ion:

This morning, somewhere in the world, just at the moment that
"somewhere in the world" turned its face from the quiet, soft light of
dawn into the first ray of sunlight, a baby was born. No longer in the
snug and warm, dark and wet, safe and encumbered place inside its
mother, the baby scrunches up its face, and uses its tiny lungs to make
its first cry. It wriggles and pushes against the air with its hands and
feet and legs.

At the wonder of this new life, those attending the birth touch, admire,
and clean this new human being. They see you, watching from a short
distance away, and beckon you to come. You come and hunker down and
the baby draws you in. The other people disappear. The baby looks to
you. You wrap the baby snugly. Comforted, the baby searches you out.
Quietly it sees, and sighs, and then sleeps.
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Learning Sequence:

Find a comfortable place and way to hold him or her. Listen to him or
her. What sound does s’/he make? Touch his/her face. Does s/he have
any hair? Look at her/his nose, and mouth, and ears. Does it have
eyebrows? Eyelashes? What are you thinking as you hold this baby?

Very carefully note what he/she looks like, feels like, smells like,
"seems" like. Think about this child as your "infant twin" in some part
of the world. Hold him/her and think about this baby's present and this
baby's future. Help your body and mind remember him/her, so you can
still hold him/her next to you in your mind when you open your eyes.

-Engage students in discussion of their own fantasy. "In what did you
wrap the child? Where did you sit with the child?  What were you
thinking when you held him/her? How did you help your body and mind
remember what s/he "felt" like?"

-Thinking about their babies, their infant twins in another part of the
world, have students brainstorm and list responses to the questions
that follow. Do this carefully and save lisis as they will be used
throughout the study. Remind students to think about basics while
doing this, reminding them that their baby was born "somewhere in the
world". A Porsche will not benefit a child living where there are no
roads suitable on which to drive it; nor will a Nintendo game benefit a
child living in a village without electricity. Also, try to keep in mind
the "best interesis of the child", not necessarily what you think would
be in your own "best interests".

*What will your baby need to survive, to stay alive?
*What will your baby need to develop into a healthy and happy
person?
*From what do you hope your baby will have protection?
What kinds of things do you hope will never happen to your baby?
*What freedoms do you want your baby to have?

Closure:

-If your baby had all of these things, do you think s/he would be able to
have a healthy and happy life?

-Do all children of the world have all these things on your list? What
are some reasons they do not?




-In your opinion, ghould all children have these things? Whose
responsibility is it to try to make them available to children?

-If a parent is unable to provide all items on our lists because of
circumstances in which he or she is trapped, should provision of these
things be the responsibility of someone else? Who? If the nation is
unable to provide for these things, is there anyone or anything else that
can?

-Thinking about your infant twin, is there something you would like to
give her/him in honor of her/his birth? Talk about symbolic gifts, like
gifts of a wish, or an idea, a lullably, a dream, a story, a prayer, a song,
a poem, a picture, a vision, etc. that will somehow be helpful to and/or
treasured by the child in his/her life. Have them bring their gifts to
class and, in small groups or with the whole class, share them with
classmates.




LESSON TWO
The Right to Rights

"The human race is one great newtwork
which quivers in every part when one part is shaken,
like a spider's web when touched.

Thomas Hardy
Object] .
Students will generate a definition of a "right".
Students will be introduced to the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child and will contrast it to items identified by students
in the first lesson.

Students will match instances of denial or assurance of rights to the
Article in the Convention that identifies the specific right in question.
Students will locate and share with classmates an incidence of
assurance or denial of specific rights of a child/children.

Materials Needed:

lLesson 2, Handout #l: What is the United Nations?

Lesson 2, Handout #2: The Declaration of Human Rights

Lesson 2, Handout #3: History of the Convention on Children's
Rights

Lesson 2, Handout #4: Chidren's Rights Treaty

Lesson 2, Handout #5a-c: Concentration

Lesson 2, Handout #6: News Article

Lesson 2, Handout #7: News Article

Lesson 2, Handout #8a-c:  Angelou/Wilder/Gibran

In ion:
-Begin lesson with having students share the gifts they have prepared
for their infant twin. Have students comment on the qualities that
many or most of the gifts had in common. Ask: "How many of our gifts
have something to do with the list we made in the last lesson of the
things the infants will need to survive, to develop, to be protected
from, and the freedoms we hope they will have?"

-Write the word "right" on the board and have students think about the
primary ways in which the word is used: Right as the opposite of
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wrong; "Right now!®; "You have no right", right hand, etc. Bring focus to
the way the word is used in "You have no right" or "I have a right." Have
students volunteer sentences using this meaning of the word and
record, orally or in writing, their responses.

-"Looking at the responses of our class, what is 'a right'?"
Discussion of this question can be conducted with the whoie class, in
dyads, or small cocsarative groups could be given the task of
generating a definition of "a right". Share ideas and definitions.

-"On the basis of our ideas and definitions, in your opinion, should
children have the 'right' to all the items we listed yesterday? Why?
From where do you think the idea came that humans should have 'the
right' to some things?" (Perhaps from the human desire for dignity and
respect for seif and others.) "Do you think this is a new idea?"

-"Most of us can say quite comfortably, "I have my rights!", and "You
have no right to do that to me." From where do we get our rights? In

=the United States of America, the Bill _of Rights, ratified in 1791

attempts to guarantee certain rights to all U.S. :itizens. Does this
mean that people had no rights prior to ratification? Does this means
everyone's rights were guaranteed immediately after ratification? In
this country, how are people's rights protected?"

-"The U.S. Bill of Rights is a very important document. Other countries
have similar documents and means to protect rights of citizens. Can
peopie’s rights be protected in places where there are no documents
written delineating rights and the means to their protection?" A
concern for basic rights of humans exists in most social and political
systems of m.st cultures. In cultures where there is no written
language, the rights of citizens are known and protected through laws
in the oral tradition. Listen to what Eleanor Roosevelt had to say about
the importance of universal human rights.

Where, after all, do universal rights begin? In small places,
cicse to home--s0 close and so small that they cannot be seen
on any maps of the world. Yet they are the world of the indi-
vidval person; the nsighborhood he lives in; the school or
college he attends; the factory, farm or office where he works.

Pt
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Such are the places where every man, woman and child seeks
equal justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without dis-
crimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they
have little meaning anywhere. Without concerned citizen
action to uphold them close to home, we shall look in vain for
progress in the large world.

Eleanor Roosevelt, The Great Question, NY: United Nations, 1958

-What, essentially, is Eleanor Roosevelt saying about from where a
need and concern for human rights came? (Give students time to study
the quotation, to formulate their ideas, and to share them with their
classmates.) Have students summarize their thinking about the
universality over time and cuiture of concern for human rights.
Perhaps it is the human capacity for empathy and compassion that is at
the core of this concern for others -- people's will to live their lives
with dignity and to provide the same for their offspring.

Learning Sequence:

-This human capacity for empathy and compassion lies at the core of
the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But first,
what is the United Nations? (See Lesson 2, Handout #1: What is the
United Nations?) Why is the United Nations? Why might the United
Nations work very hard to produce such a document and to try to ensure
protection of human rights? Do you think we will find in this document
any of the "rights" we listed?

-Have students, in partners or small groups, review Lesson 2,
Handout #2: The Declaration of Human Rights. Perhaps class could
read together the preamble. Give class some organized way in which to
review the entire document. Perhaps assign specific articles to

specific groups and have groups report on rights included in their
section.

-We're hearing terms here like "declaration”, "bill", "convention”. It is
important that we are clear on the meanings of these words so that we

all have similar perceptions of what they are when we are discussing
them.

Declaration: a general statement of principles
which is not legally binding

ot
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Convention: a legally binding treaty or agreement
among nations

Ratification: formal approval of a treaty

or a covenant by a sovereign state

-"Do all people in the world have these rights? Of what examples do
you know where people do not have these rights? (The right to marry,
to participate in government, the right to education, to form trade
unions, to an adequate standard of living, etc.) Does this then mean
that the Declaration is not working or has littie worth?" (Are the Ten
Commandments worthless because people find them hard to follow?
Should there not be rules in schools because they are sometimes
broken?) Talk to students about an “ideal", a best case scenario, a
future to strive for, etc.

-Tell students that there is a similar document that deals only with
the rights of children. "Why do you think a separate document was
created for children? How do the needs or rights of children differ
from those of adults?" Have children examine the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, (See Lesson 2, Handout #3,

Background on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Lesson 2,
Handout #4, T vention on the Righ f th hild.) -"How does

the Convention compare to the class listing of a child's rights? Do we
want to add anything to the class list? Do we think there are things
from our list that should be added to the Convention?" Show students
the poster that lists a synthesis of the rights.

-"In order to become more familiar with the rights of the Convention
we're going to play a Concentration game, matching real life incidents
of rights either denied or delivered/protected with the particular right
outlined in the Convention." (See Lesson 2, Handouts #5 a,b,c.) Have
students play Concentration game in dyads or groups of four to six.
After the game, have students lay out on a desk the pairs they
discovered. Give students the headings used in Lesson One, Rights of
Survival, Rights of Development, Rights to Protection, Rights
to Freedom, and have them classify examples under them. Discuss.

-"What does the United Nations want to happen relative to the
Convention?" The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly in




1989 and with the ratification by over 20 nations has become
international law. In those states (nations) where the Convention has
been ratified, it is presently considered law. The United States has not
signed or ratified the Convention. As it has now become law, the World
Court and other international legal enforcement stiructures are working
to ensure delivery and protection of rights. "Can you think of reasons
why some nations may not want to see the Convention ratified? How
important do you think it is for the United States to be one of the
ratifying nations?”

-Read two editorials from Star and Tribune, (Lesson 2, . Hanaouts
#6 and 7), the first encouraging President Bush to sign the document
at the Octobei 1990 World Summit for Children, the second with the
editors reponse when he did not. As of 5/13/91, 57 nations have signed
the Convention, and 80 nations have signed and ratified it. (The U.S.S.R.
is among the nations that have signed and ratified. The U.S.A. is not.)
Have students share their thoughts and feelings about the United States
not being among them. Are there any actions they would like to take
relative to this fact?

Closure;

-"Does it matter to you that your infant twin/ any child may not have
his/her basic rights available to him/her? Why or why not? In what
ways do you feel connected to other children in the world?"

-Share with students any or all of the following: ilaya Angelou
quotation, the Qur Town excerpt, and/or Gibran's "On Children" with
students. (See Lesson 2, Handout #8 a,b,c.) Following discussion of
these quotes, inform students of their next assignment.

Assignment: Find a picture, article, headline, story, poem, etc.
dealing with some aspect of the rights of a child. It can tell about a
child getting or having his/her rights or about a child being denied his
or her rights. Bring your example to share with the class and to become
part of our classroom display on the United Nations Convention on the

Rights of the Child. Be prepared to talk about how you feel about what
is happening in your chcice of article, picture, story, etc.




Lesson 2
Handout #1

What is the United Nations?

The United Nations is the international organization of States (countries) founded after the Second World
War for the purposes of preventing war, maintaining international peace and security, and promoting social
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, developing friendly relations among nations and
achieving international cooperation. The Member States are bound together by their adherence to the
United Nations Charter and its principles. The U.N. began its work in 1945 with only 51 members. Today,
there are 159.

The United Nations is not a supei-state or a world government. It has no powers that are not given to it
by its Member States. It can only act when they decide it should. The members choose whether or not
to use the U.N.’s procedures, carry out its decisions, even whether or not to observe the provisions of the
Charter they have sworn to uphold.

The United Nations proper is composed of six principal organs:

The General Assembly is the main deliberative organ. It is comprised of representatives of all
Member States, each of which has one vote. Decisions on important questions, such as recommendations
on peace and security, admission of new members and budgetary matters, requires a two-thirds majority.
Decisions on other questions are reached by a simple majority.

The Security Coundil has primary responsibility, under the Charter, for the maintenance of
international peace and security. The Council has 15 members: five permanent members -- China, France,
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States -- and 10 elected by the General Assembly for
two-year terms. Each member of the Council has one vote. Decisions on procedural matters are made by
an affirmative vote of at least nine of the 15 members. Decisions on substantive matters require nine votes
including the concuiring votes of all five permanent members. This is the rule of "great Power unanimity”
often referred to as the "veto" power. If a permanent member does not support a decision but does not
wish to block it through a veto, it may abstain. Under the Charter, all Member States of the United Nations
agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council. While other organs of the U.N. make
recommendations to governments, the Council alone has the power to take decisions which members are
obligated to camry out.

The Economic and Social Council was established by the Charter as the principal organ to
coordinate the economic and social work of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and institutions.
The Council has 54 members who serve for three years. Eighteen members are elected each year for a
three-year term to replace 18 members whose term has expired. Voting in the Council is by simple
majority; each member has one vote.

In setting up an International Trusteeship System, the Charter established the Trusteeship Coundil
as one of the main organs of the United Nations and assigned to it the task of supervising the
administration of "trust territories" placed under the Trusteeskip System. Major goals of the System are to
promote the advancement of the inhabitants of Trust Territories and their progressive development toward
self-government or independence. The aims of the Trusteeship System have been fulfilled to such an extent
that only one of the original 11 Trusteeships remains -- the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
(administered by the United States). The others, mostly in Africa and the Pacific, have attained
independence, either as separate countries or by joining neighboring independent nations. Only the five
permanent members of the Security Council remain as members of the Trusteeship Council. Voting is by
simple majority; each member has one vote.

16
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Lesson 2
Handout #1

The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its Statute
is an integral part of the United Nations Charter. All countries which are parties to the Statute of the Court
(which automatically includes all U.N. Member States) can be parties to cases before it. Other countries
can refer cases to it under conditions laid down by the Security Council. In addition, the Security Council
may recommend that a legal dispute be referred to the Court. Both the General Assembly and the Security
Council can ask the Court for an advisory opinion on any legal question. The Court consists of 15 Judges
elected by the General Assembly and the Security Council. voting independently. They are chose on the
basis of their qualifications, not on the basis of nationality, and care it taken to ensure that the principal
legal systems of the world are represented in the Court. No two Judges can be nationals of the same
country. The Judges serve for a term of nine years and may be re-elected. They cannot engage in any
other occupation during their term of office.

The Secretariat se.vices the other organs of the Unitzd Nations and administers the programs and
policies laid down by them. Atits head is the Secretary-General, who is appointed by the General Assembly
on the recommendation of the Security Council. The work of the Secretariat is as varied as the list of
problems dealt with by the United Natons. It includes: administering peace-keeping operations;
organizing international conferences on problems of werld-wide concern; surveying world economic trends
and problems; preparing studies on such subjects as human rights, disarmament and development; and
interpreting speeches, translating documents and supplying the world’s communications media with
information about the U.N.

Sources: Image and Reality (United Nations)
Basic Facts About the United Nations (United Nations)




Lesson 2
Handout #1

Preamblie to the Charter of the United Nations

We, the peoples of the the United Nations, Determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligation arising from treaties and other sources of
international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom.

And For These Ends to practice tolerance and live together in peace
with one another as good neighbors, and to unite our strength to
maintain international peace and security, and to ensure, by the
acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed
forces shall not be used, save in the common interest, and to employ
international machinery for the promotion of the economic and
social advancement of all peoples,

Have Resolved to Combine Our Efforts to Accomplish These Aims.
Have Accordingly, our respective governments, through
representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have
exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, have
agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby

establish an international organization to be known as the United
Nations.

} —t
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Lesson 2
Handout #3

History
of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention was adopted unanimously by the UN General
Assembly on November 20, 1989. It is the most complete statement
of children's rights ever made.

Milestones in the development of the document:

1. One of the first acts of the general Assembly at the time of the
creation of the UN in 1945 was to establish the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF).

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) recognized
that children must be the subject of special care and attention.

3. The 1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child was specifically
addressed to the protection of chidren's rights, providing a moral
framework and a guide to private and publuc action.

4. 1979 was designated the International Year of the Child which
gave impetus to the desire to write a convention that gave the force
of treaty law to children's rights.

5. On January 26, 1990, 61 countries signed the convention (a
record first day reponse) Signature is accepted as a sign that a
country will seriously consider ratification.

6. On September 2, 1990, one month after the twentieth State
ratified it, the convention became international law for those
states that ratified it. For other states, the convention enters into
force thirty days after they ratify it.

Source: The Rights of the Child Fact Sheet #10
Center for Human Rights (see resource list)
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD s
Adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations

on 20 November 1989

Text

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considenng that in accordance with the principles prociaimed in the Charter of the
Unitad Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the worid,

Bearingin mindthatthe pecples of the Unitad Nations have, inthe Charter, reaffirmed
their faith in fundamental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the human
person, and have determired {o promote sccial progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom,

Recognizing that the United Nations has, in the Universal Declaration of Hurnan
Rights and in the International Covenants on Human Rights, proclaimed and agreed
that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms sat forth therein, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, coiour, sex, language, religion, political arother
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other staiuis,

Recallingthat, inthe Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations has
proclaimed that childhood is ent'.ied to special care and assistance,

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural
envimnment for the growth and waell-being of all its membars and particularly
children, should be afforded the necessary protection and assistancs so that it can
fully assuma its responsibilities within the community,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her

persanality, shouid grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,
love and understanding,

Considening that the child shoukd be fully prepared to live an individual lifte in society,
and brought up in the spirit of the ideals prociaimed in the Charter of the United
Nations, and in particulsr in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerancs, fraedom, equality
and solidarity,

Bearing in mind that the need for extending particular care t0 the child has been
stated in the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the United Nations in 1959 and
recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the Internaticnal
Covaenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particular in articles 23 and 24), in the
Intamational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cuitural Rights (in particular in its
article 10) and in the statutes and relevant instruments of specialized agencies and
international organizations concerned with the weifare of children,

Bearing in mindthat, as indicated in the Daclaration of the Rights of the Child adcpted
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 20 Novembar 1959, “the child, by
reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care,
including appropriate legal protection, before as waell as aftar birth,*

Recalling the provisions of the Daclaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to
the Protection and Walfare of Children, with Spacial Reference to Foster Placement
and Adoption Nationally and internationally (General Assembly Reeoiution 41/85 of
3 December 1986); the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administra-
tion of Juvenile Justice (“The Baeijing Rules”) (Generai Assembiy Resolution 40/33 of
29 November 1985); and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children
in Emergency and Armed Contlict (General Assembly Resolution 3318 (XXIX) of 14

24

December 1974),

Unofficial summary of

main provisions

PREAMBLE

The preamble: recalls the basic prin-
cipies of the Uniked Nations and specific
provisions of certain relevant hunian
rights treaties and proclamations; reaf-
fims the fact that chiidren, because of
theirvulnerability, need special care and
protection; and places special empha-
sis on the primary caring and protective
responsibility of the family, the need for
logal and other protection of the child
before and after birth, the importance of
raspect for the cultural values of the
chikd's community, and the vial role of
internaikinal coooeration in achieving
the reglization of children’s ngiiis.

Lesson 2

Handoux #4
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THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Recognizingthat in all countrias in the world there are children living in exceptionally
difficult conditions, and that such children rneed special consideration,

Taking due account of the Importance of the traditions and cultural values of each
paopie for the protection and harmonious development of the child,

Recognizing the importance of International cooperation for improving the living
canditions of children In every country, In particular In the developing countries,

Have agreed as follows:

PARTI

Article 1

Forthe purposes of the present Convention a child means evary human baing balow

the age of 18 years uniess, under the law applicabla to the child, majority is attained
earliar.

Article 2

1. Tha States Parties to the present Convention shall respect and ensure the
rights set forth in this Convantion to each child within their jurisdiction without dis-
crimination of any kind, irrespactive of the child's or his or her parent’s or legal
guardian's racs, colour, sex, lanquagae, religion, political or other opinion, national,
ethnic or social origin, propenty, disability, birth or other status,

2.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ansure that the child is
protected against ail forms of discrimination or punishmaent on the basis of the status,
activities, expressed opinians, or beliefs of the child’s parents, legal guardians, or
family membars.

Articie 3

1. In ail actions concerning children, whether undaertaken by public or private
social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legisiative
bodies, the best interasts of tha child shall be a primary consideration.

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is
nacassary for his or her well-baing, taking into account tha rights and duties of his or
her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsibla for him or her,
and, to this end, shall take ail appropriate legislative and administrative measures.

3. States Partias shall ensure that the institutlons, service and facilities respon-
sible for the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards estab-
lished by compatent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, heaith, in the
numbar and suitability of their staff as wall as competent supervision.

Article 4

States Parties shall undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative, and other
measuras, for the implemaentation of the rights recognized in this Convantion. In
regard to economic, social and cuitural rights, States Parties shall undertake such
measures to the maximum extent of thair available resources and, where needed,
within the framework of international co-operation.
Q . ‘
ERIC 29

Toxt Provided by ERI

Uncfficial summary of /6

main provisions

Deflnitlon of a child

All persons under 18, unless by law
majority is attained at an earlier age.

Non-discrimination

The principle that all rights apply to
all chikiren without exception, and
the State's obligation to protect chil-
dren from any form of discrimination.
The State must not violate any right,
and must take positive action to pro-
mote them all,

Best Interests of the child

All actions cuncering the child
should take full account of his or her
best interests. The State is to pro-
vide adequate care when parents or
others responsible fail to do so.

Impiementation of rights

The State’s obligation to translate
the nights in the Convention into
reality.




THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Articie 5

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, right: and duties of parents or,
where applicable, the mambers of the extended family or community as provided for
by the local custom, legal guardians ar other persons legally responsible for the child,
to provide, In @ mannaer consistent with the evolving capacities of the child,
appropriate direction and guidance In the exercise by the child of the rights
recognized in tha present Convention.

Atticle 6
1. States Parties recognize that every child hns the inhaerent right to life.

2. States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and
development of the child.

Atticle 7

1. Thae child shail be registerad immadiataly after birth and shall have the right
from birth to a namae, the right to acquire a nationality, and, as far as possible, the right
to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

2. States Parties shall ensure the implemantation of these rights in accordance
with their naticnal iaw and their ohligations under the relevant intermnational instru-
maents in this field, in particular where ‘he child wouid Gtherwise be statelgss.

Article 8

1. States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her

identity, including nationality, namae and family relations as recognized by law without
uniawtui interference.

2.  Whare achid is illegally deprived of some or all of the elemants of his or her
identity, States Parties shall provide appropriate agsistance and protection, with a
view 1o speedily re-astablishing his or her identity.

Article 8

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her
parents against thair will, except when competent autharities subject to judicial
review datermine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such
Separation is necessary for the bast interests of the child. Such detarmination may
be necessary in aparticular case such as onae involving abuse or neglect of the child
by the parents, or one where the parents are living separately and a decision must
be made as to the child's place of residencs.

2. In any proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1, all interested parties shali be
given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and make their views known.

3.  States Parties shall respact the right of the child who is separated from one or
both parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact wiih both parents on
aregular basis, except if it is contrary to the chiid's best interests.

4. Whera such separation resuits from any action initiated by a State Party, such
as the detention, imprisonment, exile, deportation or death (including death arising
from any cause whilethe person is in the custody of the State) of one or both parents
orof the child, that State Party shall, upon request, provide the parents, the child or,
it appropriate, another membar of the family with the essential information concern-
ing the whereabouts of the absent membaer(s) ol the family unless the provision of the
information would be datrimentai to the wall-teing of the child. States Parties shall
turther ensure that the submission of such a request shall of itseif entail no adverse
consequances for the person(s) concemed.
26

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Parental guidance and the child's
evolving capacities

The State's duty to respect the rights
and responsibilities of parents and the
wider family to provide guidance appro-
phiate to the chikd's evolving capacities.

Survivad and d :- slopment

The inherent right to life, and the State's
obiigation to ensure the child's survival
and development.

Name and nationality

The right to have a name from birth and
to be granted a naticnality.

Presarvation <! !dantity

The State's obligation to protect and, if
necessary, re-establish the basic as-
pecta of a child's identity (name, nation-
aity and family ties).

Soparation from parents

The child's right to live with his/her par-
ents unless this is deemed incompatible
with his/her best interests; the right to
maintain contect with both parents if
separated from one orboth; the duties of
States in cases where such separation
results from State action.
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Article 10

1.  In accordance with the cbligation of States Parties under article 9, paragraph
1, applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leave a State Party for the
purpose of family reunificatio. shall be dealt with by States Parties in a positive,
humane and expeditious manner. States Parties shall further ensure that the
submission of such a request shall entail no adverse consequences for the appli-
cants and for the members of their family.

2.  Achildwhosae parents reside in different States shall have the right to maintain
on a regular basis save in exceptional circumstances personal relations and direct
contacts with both parents. Towards that end and in accordance with the obligation
of States Parties under article 9, paragraph 2, States Parties shall respect the right
of the child and his or her parents to leave any country, including their own, and to
enter their own country. The right to leave any country shall be subject only to such
restrictions as are prescribed by law and which are necessary to protect the national
security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and

freadoms of others and are congistent with the other rights recognized in the present
Convention.

Article 11

1.  States Parties shall take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-return
of children abroad.

2.  To this end, States Parties shall promote the conclusion of bilateral or
multilateral agreements or accassion to existing agreements.

Article 12

1.  StatesParties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or herown
views the right to express those views freely in all matiers affecting the child, the

views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of
the child.

2. Forthis purposae, the child shall in partic-:lar be provided the oppcrtunity to be
heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either
directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent
with the procedural rules ¢f national law.

- Article 13

1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expressian; this right shall include
fra@dom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of

frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media of the child's choice.

2. The exercise of this right may b@ subject to certain restrictions, but these shall
only be such as are provided by law and are necessary;

(a) for respact of the rights or reputations of others; or

(b) forthe protection of national security or of publicorder (ordre public), or of public
health or morals.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall respact the right of the child to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when
applicable, legai gquardians, to provide direction to the child inthe exarcise of his or
O __right in a mannar consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Familly reunification

The night of children and their parents to
leave any country and to enter theirown
in order to be reunited or to maintain the
child-parent relationship.

lijcit transter and non-return

The State’s obligation to try to prevent
and remedy the kidnagping or retention
of children abroad by a parent or third
party.

The chlild’s opinion

The child's right to express an opinion,
and to have that opinion taken into
account, in any matter or procedure
affecting the chid.

Freedom of axprassion

The child’s right to obtain and make
known information, andto express his or
her views, unless this would violate the
rights of others.

Freedom of thought, consclence
and religion

The child’s right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, subject 1o

appropriate parental guidance and na-
tional law.
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3. Freedorm to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such
imitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order,
health. or morals or the fundamental rights and {reedoms of others.

Articie 15

1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and
to freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. Norestrictions may be placad on the exercise of thase rights other than those
imposed in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society
in the intarasts of national security or public safety, public order (ordre pubiic), the
pratection of public heaith or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of
others.

Article16

1. No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful intarferance with his or her
privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour
and reputation.

2.  Thae child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and
shall ensura that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of
national and international sourcas, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or
her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and mental heaith. To this end,
States Parties shall:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and material of social
and cultural benatit to the chiid and in accordanca with the spirit of article 29;

(b) Encourage intemational co-operation in the production, exchange and dis-
semination of such information and materiai {rom a diversity of cultural, nationai anid
international sourcas;

fc) Encourage the production and dissemination of children's books:

(d) Encourage the mass madia to have particular regard to the linguistic needs of
the child who balongs to a minority group or who is indigenous;

(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection of the
child from information and mataerial injurious to his or her well-being bearing in mind
the provisions of articles 13 and 18.

Article 18

1. States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle
that both parents have commen responsibilities for the upbringing and development
of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary

responsibility for the upbringing and developmaent of the child. The best interests of
the child will be their basic concern.

2. For the purpase of guarantesing and promoting the rights sat forth in this
Convantion, States Parties shall rander appropriate assistance to parents and legal
guardians in the performance of their child-rearing responsibilities and shall ensure
the developmant of institutions, facilities and services for the care of children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that children of
working parents have the right to benefit from child care services and facilities for
. which they are eligible. o
o
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Unofticial summary of
main provisions

Freedom of association

The night of chiidren to meet with others
andto join or set up associations, unless
the fact of doing so violates the rights of
others.

Protection of privacy

The night to protection from interference
with privacy, family, home and corre-
spondence, and from libel/slander.

Accessto appropriate information

The role of the media in disseminating
information to children that is consistent
with moral weilbeing and knowledge
and understanding among pecpies, and
respects the child’s cuttural background.
The Stateis totake measures to encour-
age this and to protect children from
harmful materials.

Parental responsibilities

The principle that both parents have
Joint primary responsibility for bringing
up their chiidren, and that the State
should support them in this task.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Text

Article 19

1.  States Partles shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and
aducational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental
violencs, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or expioita-
tion including sexual abusae, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any
other persan who has the care of the child. ’

2.  Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective proce-
dures for the establishmant of social programmaes to provide necessary support for
the child and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of
prevention and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment, and
follow-up of instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropri-
ate, for judicial involvement.

Article 20

1.  Acnild temporarily or parmanently deprived of his or her family environment,
orin whose own bast interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall
be entitled to special protection and assistance providad by the State.

2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative
care for such a child.

3.  Such care could includs, inter aka, foster placement, Kafala of Islamic law,
adoption, or if necessary placemaent in suitable institutions for the care of children.
When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity

in a child's upbringing .ind to the child’s ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic
background.

Artlcle 21

States Parties which recognize and/or parmittha system of adoption shail ensure that
the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(a) ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by compaetent authorities
who determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures and on the basis
of all pertinant and reliable information, that the adoption is permissible in view of the
child’s status concerning parents, relatives and legal guardians and that, if required,
the persons concemed have given their informed consent to the adopiion on the
basis of such counssiling as may be necessary;

(b) recognize that intercountry adoption may be considered as an alternative
means of child’s care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive family
or cannot in any suitable manner be cared for in the child's country of origin;

{¢) ensure that the child concerned by intercountry adoption enjoys safeguards
and standards equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) take all appropriate measuras to ansure that, in intarcountry adogption, the
placement does not result in irsproper financial gain for those invoived in it;

(e) promote, where appropriate, the objectives of this article by conciuding
bilateral or multilateral arrangements or agreemants, and endeavour, within this
framework, to ensure that the placement of the child in another country is carried out
O mpetent authorities or organs.
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Protection from abuse and
neglaect

The State’s obligation to protect chil-
dren from all forms of maitreatment
perpetrated by parents or others re-
sponsible for their care, and to under-
take preventive and treatment pro-
grammaes in this regard.

Protection of children without
famllles

The State's obligation to provide special
protection for children deprived of their
family envirocnment and to ensure that
appropriate alternative family care or
institutional placement is made avail-
able to them, taking into account the
child's cuitural background.

Adoption

In countries where adoption is recog-
nized and/or allowed, it shall only be
camied out int the best interests of the
child, with all necessary safeguards for
a given child and authorization by the
competent authorities.
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Articie 22

1.  States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is
seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable
international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or
accompanied by his or her parents or by any ather persca, receive appropriate
protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth
in this Convention and in othar international human rights or humanitarian instru-
ments 10 which the said States are Parties.

2. For this purpose, States Parties shail provide, as they consider appropriate,
cooperation in any efforts by the United Nations and other compaetent intergovem-
mental organizations or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the
United Nations to protect and assist such a child and to trace the parents or other
members of the family of any refugee child in order to cbtain information necessary
for reunification with his or her family. In cases where no parents or other members
of the family can be found, the child shall be accordad the same protection as any
other child pearmanently or temporarily deprived of his or her family environment for
any reason, as set forth in the present Caonvention.

Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should
enjoy afuli and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliancs,
and facilitate the child's active participation in the community.

2. States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shalil
encourage and ansure the extansion, subject to available resourcas, to the eligible
child and those responsible for his or her care, of assistancae for which applicatisn is
made and which is appropriate to the child's condition and to the circumstances of
the parents or others caring for the child.

3.  Recognizing the special neads of a disabled child, assistance extended in
accordance with paragraph 2 shall be provided free of charge, whenaever possible,
taking into account the financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child,
and shall be designed to ensure that the disabled child has effective access to and
receives education, training, health care services, rehabilitation servicses, prepara-
tion for empicyment and recreation cpportunities in amanner conducive to the child's
achieving thae fuilest possible social integration and individual development, includ-
ing his or her cultural and spiritual development.

4. States Parties shall promote in the spirit of international co-operation the
exchange of approgriate information in the fleid of preventive heaith care and of
medical, psychological and functional treatment of disabled children, inciuding dis-
semination of and access to information concerning methods of rehabilitation
education and vocational servicas, with the aim of enabling States Pastias o improve
their capabilities and skills and 1o widen their experience in these areas. In this
regard, particular account shail be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Articie 24

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highast
attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of iliness and
rehabilitation of heaith. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived
ot his ar her right of access to such heaith care servicss. )

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular,
shall take appropriate rneasures: .

(a) 1o diminish infant and child mortality,

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Refugee children

Special protection to be grantad to chil-
dren who are refugees or seeking refu-
gee status, and the State’s obligation to
cooperate withcompetent organizations
providing such protection and assis-
tance.

Handicapped children

The right of handicapped children to
special care, education and training
designed to help them to achieve great-
est possible seif-reliance and to lead a
fuill and active Ide in society.

Heaith and heaith sarvices

The right to the highest level of heaith
possible and to access to heatth and
medical services, with special emphasis
on primary and preventive heaith care,
public health education and the diminu-.
tion of infant mortality. The State’s obii-
gation to work towards the abolition of
harmful traditional practices. Emphasis
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(b) to ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all
children with emphasis on the development of primary heaith care,

(c) to combat diseasa and malnutrition including within the framework of primary
heaith care, through inter alia the application of readily available technology and
through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking water, taking
into consideration the dangers and risks of environmaental poilution,

{(d) to ensure appropriate pre- and post-natal heaith care for mothaers,

(e} 1o ensure that all segmants of society, in particular parents and children, are
informed, have access to education and are supported inthe use of, basic knowledge
of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breast-feeding, hygiene and environ-
mental sanitation and the prevention of accidents,

{f) to devalop preventive health care, guidance for parents, and family planning
education and services.

3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the heaith of children.

4.  States Parties undertake to promote and encourage intemational co-operation
with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognizedin this

article. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing
countries.

Arnticle 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been piacad by the competent
authorities for the purposes of care, protection, or treatment of his or her physical or
mental heaith, to a periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all other
circumstancas relevant to his or her placement.

Article 26

1. States Parties shall recognize for every child the right to banefit from social
security, including social insurance, and shall take the necessary measures to
achieve tha full realization of this right in accordance with their national law.

2.  The benefits should, where appropriate, be granted taking into account the
resources and the circumstances of the child and persons having responsibility for
the maintenance of the child as well as any other consideration relevant to an
application for benefits made by or on behalf of the child.

Article 27

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate
for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.

2.  The parant(s) orothers responsible {or the child have the primary responsibil-
ity to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living
necessary for the child's development.

3.  States Parties in accordance with national conditions and within their means
shalltake appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsibie for the child
to implemaent this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and
support programmas, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and housing.

4.  Statas Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovary of
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In particular,
wt are the person having financial responsibility for the child lives in a State different
fre. 7 that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to intemational

agreements or the conclusion of such agraements as well as the making of other
(@ ~ropriate arrangements.
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Health and health services
(continued)

is laid on the need for internatio
coaperation to ensure this night.

Periodic review of placement

The right of children placed by the St:
for reasons of care, protection or tre.
ment to have all aspects of that plac
ment evaluated regularly.

Social security

The right of children to benefit frc
social security.

Standard of living

The right of children to benefit from
adequate standard of living, the prim
responsibility of parents to provide 1
and the State's duty to ensure that ;
responsibility is first fulfillable and 1
fulfilled, where necessary through
recovery of maintenance.
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Articie 31

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in

play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and 1o participate
freely in cultural life and the arts.

2.  States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child tofully participate
in cultural and artistic lfe and shail encourage the provision of appropriate and equal
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.

Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to be protected from economic
exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous orto interfere
with the child's education, or to be harmiul to the child’s heaith or physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social deveiopment.

2. States Parties shall take legisiative, administrative, sociai and educational
measures to ensure tha implementation of this article. To this end, and having regard

to the relevant provisions of other internationai instrumants, States Parties shall in
particular:

(@)

b)
and

(c) provide for appropriate panalties or other sanctions 1o ensure the effective
enforcement of this article.

provide for @ minimum age or minimum ages for admissions to employment;

provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of eamploymaent;

Article 33

States Parties shall take al! appropriate measures, inciuding legisiative, administra-
tive, social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of
narcatic drugs and psychotropic substances as definad in the relevant international

treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of
such substances.

Article 34

States Parties undertare to protect the child from ail forms of sexuai expioitation and

sexual abuse. Furthese purposaes States Parties shall in particular take all appropri-
ate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:

(a)
®)
(c)

the inducemaent or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity;
the expiloitative use of children in prostitution or other uniawful sexual practicrs;
the exploitative use of children in parnographic perfermances and matsrials.
Article 35

States Parties shall take all appropriate naticnal, bilateral and multilateral measures

to prevent the abduction, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any
form.

Article 36

States Parties shall pmtocf the child against all othar forms of exploitation prejudicial
to any aspects of the child's weifare.

3<

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Lelsure, recreation and cuitural
activities

The night of chiidren to leisure, play and
participation in cultural and artistic ac-
tivities.

Chiid labour

The State's obligation to protect chil-
dren from engaging in work that consti-
tutes a threat to their health, education
or development, to set minimum ages
for employmaent, and to regulate condi-
tions of employment.

Drug abuse

The child's nght to protection from the
use of narcotic-and psychotropic drugs
and from being involved in their produc-
tion or distribution.

Sexual exploitation

The child's right to protection from sex-
ual exploitation and abuse, including
prostitution and involvement in pornog-
raphy.

Saie, tratticking and abduction

The State's obligation to make every
effort to prevent the sale, trafficking and
abduction of children.

Other forms of exploitation

Tha child’s night to protection from all
other forms of exploitation not covered
in articles 32, 33, 34 and 35.
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Article 28

1. States Partias recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to
achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall,
in particular:

(a) make primary education compuisory and available iree to ail;

(b) encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, includ-
ing general and vocational education, make them availabie and accessible to avery
child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and
offering financial assistance in case of need;

(c) make higher education accassibie to all on the basis of capacity by every
appropriate means;

(d) make educational and vocational information and guidance available and
accessible to ali children;

(e) take measures to encourage regular attendance at schoois and the reduction
of drop-out rates.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school
discipline is adminisierad in @ mannar consistent with the child's human dignity and
in conformity with the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international co-operation in
mattars relating to education, in particular with a view to contributing to the eiimination
of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the worid and facilitating access to scientific
and technical knowledge and modem teaching methods. In this regard, particular
account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

Article 29
1.  States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:

(a) the development of the child's personality, talents and mental and physical
abilities to their fuliest potential;

(b) the development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
for the principies enshrined in the Charter of the United Naticns;

{c) the development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cuitural
idaentity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the child
is living, the country from which he or she may originate, and for civilizations different
from his or her own; ' '

(d) the preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of
understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among ail
peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and parsons of indigenous origin;

(@) the development of respect for the natural environment.

2. Nopart of this article or articie 28 shall be construed sc as to interfere with the
liberty of individuals and bodias to establish and direct educational institutions,
subject always to the cbservance of the principles set forth in paragraph 1 of this
artizle and to the requirements that the education given in such institutions shail
conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.

Article 30

in those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or parsons of
indigenous crigin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shail
not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or hergroup, to enjoy
his or her own culture, to profess and practice his or her own religion, or to use his
@ rown languaga.

E 33
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Education

The chiid’s right to education, and the
State’s duty to ensure that primary
education at least is made free and
compulsory. Administration of school
discipkne is to reflect the chikd’s human
dignity. Emphasis is laid on the need for
international cooperation o ensure this
right.

Aims of education

The State's recognition that education
should be directed at developing the
child's personality and talents, prepar-
ing the child for active life as an adult,
fostering respect for basic human rights
and developing respect for the child's
own cultural and national values and
those of others.

Children of minorities or
Indigenous populations

The right of children of minority commu-
nities and indigenous populations to
enfoy their own culture and to practice
their own religion and language.
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Article 37
States Parties shall ensure that:

{a) No child shall ba subjected to torture or other cruel, Inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without
possibility of release shail be imposaed for offences committed by persons below 18
yoars of age;

(b) No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The
arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and
shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period
of time;

{c) Every child deprived of liberty shail be treated with humanity and respectforthe
inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the
needs of persons of their age. In particular evary child deprived of liberty shail be
saparatad from adults uniess it is considered in the child's best intarest not to do so
and shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspon-
dence and visits, save in exceptional circumstances;

{d) Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prampt access
to legal and cther appropriate assistance as well as the rigitt to challenge the legality
of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or cther compatent, independant
and impartial authority and to a prompt decision on any such action.

Article 38

1. States Parties undentake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of
international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed contflicts which are
relevant to the child.

2.  States Parties shalltake allfeasible measures to ensure that persons who have
not attained the age of 1S years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

3.  StatesParties shalil refrain from recruiting any persan who has not attained the
age of 15 years into their armed forces. In recruiting among thase persons who have
attained the age of 15 years but who have not attained the age of 18 years, States
Panies shall endeavour to give priority to those who are oldest.

4.  In accordance with their obligations under intemational humanitarian law to
protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States Partles shalltake allfeasible
measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed
conflict.

Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psycho-
logical recovery and social re-integration of a child victim of: any form of neglect,
exploitation, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment ar punishment; or armed conflicts. Such recovery and re-integration shall

take place in an environment which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the
child.

Articie 40

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or
recognized as having infringed the penallaw to be treated in a manner consistent with
the promotion of the child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child’s
respect for the human rights and fundamental t:~edoms of others and which takes
into account the child’s age and the desirability of promoting the child's re-integration
and the child's assuming a constructive role in society.

) 4
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Torture and deprivation of liberty

The prohibition of torture, crusl treat-
mentorpunishmemnt, capitalpunishment,
life imprisoncent, and uniawful arrestor
deprivation of iberty. The principles of
appropriste lreaiment, separation from
detsined aduits, contact with family and
access to legal and other assistance.

Armed conflicts

The pbiigation of States to respect and
ensure respect for humanitarian law as
it applies to children. The principle that
no child under 15 take a direct part in
hostilities or be recruited into the armed
forces, and that ail children affected by
armsed cunflict benefit from protection
and care.

Rehabillitative care

The State's obligation to ensure that
child viciims of amned conflicts, torture,
neglect, malitreatment or exploitation
receive approprate treatment for their
recovery and social re-integration,

Administration of juveniie justice

The right of children alleged or recog-
nized as having committed an offence to
respect for their human rights and, in
particular, to benefit from ajl aspects of
the dueprocess of law, inciuding legal or
other assistance in preparing and pre-
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2. To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of international
instruments, States Parties shall, in particular, ensure that:

(a) No child shall be alleged as, be accused of, or recognized as having infringed
the penal law by reason of acts or omissions which were not prohibited by national
or international law at the time they ware committed;

{b) Every child alleged as or accused of having infringed the penal law has at least
the following guarantees:

(i) to be presumad innocent until proven guilty according to law;

(i) tobeinformed promptly and directly of the charges against him or her, and
if appropriate through his or her parents or legal guardian, and to have

legal or ather appropriate assistance in the preparation and presentation
of his or her defence; *

(iii) to havethe matter determined without delay by a competent, independent
and impartial authority or judicial body in a fair hearing according to law,
in the presence of legal or other appropriate assistance and, unless it is
considered not to be in the bast interest of the child, in particular, taking

into account his or her age or situation, his or her parents or legal
guardians;

(iv) notto be compelied to give testimony or to confess guilt; to examine or
have examined adverse witnesses and to obtain the participation and ex-
amination of witnesses on his or her behalf under conditions of equality;

(v) if considered to hava infringed the penailaw, to have this decision and any
maeasures imposed in consequenca thereof reviewed by a higher compe-
tent, independent and impartial authority or judicial body according to law;

(vi) to havethe free assistance of an interprater if the child cannot understand
or speak the language used;

(vii) tohave hisor her privaéy fully respected at all stagss of the proceaedings.

3.  States Parties shall seek to promote the astablishment ot laws, procedures,
authorities and institutions specifically applicable to children alleged as, accused of,
or racognized as having infringed the penal law, and in particular:

(a) the establishment of a minimum age below which children shall be presumed
not to have the capacity to infringe the penal law;

(b) whenevar appropriate and desirable, measures for dealing with such children
without resorting to judicial proceedings, providing that human rights and legal
safeguards are fully respected.

4. A variety of dispositions, such as care, guidance and supaervision orders;
counsalling; probation; fostaer care; education and vocational training programmas
and other altemnatives to institutional care shall be available to ensure that children

are dealt with in a manner appropriate to their well-being and proportionate both to
their circumstances and the offence.

Article 41

Nothing in this Convention shall atfect any provisions that are more conducive to the
realizatior: of the rights of the child and that may be contained in:

(a) the law of a State Party; or

ket

{§' international law in forca for that State. ' 3 b
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Unofficial summary of
main provisions

Administration of juveniile [ustice
(continued)

senting their defence. The principle that
recourse o judicial proceedings and
institutional placements should be
avoided wherever possible and appro-
priate.

Respect for existing standards

Theprinciple that, if any standards setin
national law or other applicable interna-
tional instruments are higherthan those
of this Convention, it is the higher stan-
dard that applies.
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PART I

Article 42

States Parties undertake to make the principles and provisions of the Converition
widely known, by appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike.

Article 43

1. Forthe purpcsae of examining the progress made by States Parties in achieving
the realization of the cbligations undertaken in the present Corwention, there shall
be established a Committee on the Rights of the Child, which shall carry out the
functions hareinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall consist of 10 experts of high morai standing and
recognized competence inthe field cavered by this Convention. The members of the
Committes shall be elected by States Parties from among their nationals and shall
sarve intheir personal capacity, consideration being given to equitabie geographical
distribution as well as to the principal legal systems.

3. The members of the Committee shail be alected by secret balict from a list of
persons nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one-person
from among its own nationals.

4. Theinitial election to the Committes shall be held no later than six months after
the date ofthe entry into force of the present Convention and thereatter svery sacond
yoar. At least four months before the date of each election, the Secretary-General of
the United Nations shalil address a ietter to Statas Parties inviting them to submit their
neminations within two months. The Secretary-Genaeral shall subsequently prepare
a list in alphabstical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating States Pariles
which have nominated thern, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present
Convention.

5. The elactions shall ba held at meetings of States Parties convened by the
Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At those mestings, for which
twe-thirds of States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elacted to the
Committee shall be those who obtain the largast numbaer of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

6. The members of the Committee shail be elected for a term of four years. They
shallbe eligiblafor re-election if renominated. The term of five of the members slected
at the first alection shall expire at the ond of two years; immediately after the first

election the namaes of these five members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of
the meeting,

7. 1 a member of the Committae dies or r-signs or deciares that for any other
cause he or she can na longer parform the Jduties of the Committes, the State-Party
which nominated the member shall appoint ancther expert from among its nationals
to serve for the remainder of the term, subject to the approval of the Committes.

8. The Committes shall establish its own rules of procedure.
9. The Committee shall elact its officers for a period of two years.

10. The maeatings of the Committee shall normaily be held at the United Nations
Headquarters or at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee. The
Committée shail normally meet annually. The duration of the meetings of the
Gommittee shall ba determined, and reviewed, it necassary, by a meating of the

States Parties to the prasent Convention, subject to the approval of the General
Assembly.
36

Unofficial summary of
main provisions

implsmentation and entry Into
force

The provisions of articles 42 - 54 notably
foresee:

(i) the State's obligation to make the
rights contained in this Convention widely
known to both aduits and children.

(li) the setting up of a Committae on
the Rights of the child composed of ten
oxperts, which will consider reports that
States Parties to the Convention are to
submi 'wo years after ratification and
overy five years thereafter. The Con-
vention enters into force—and the
Committee would therefore be set up—
once 20 countries have ratified 1.

(i) States Parties are to make their
reports widely available to the general
public.

(iv) The Committee may propose that
special studies be undertaken on spe-
cific issues relating to the rights of the
child, and may make its evaluations
known to each State Party concernad as
well as to the UN General Assembly.

(v) In order to Yoster the effective
implementation of the Convention and
foencourage intemational cooperatior:”,
the specialized agenciesofthe UN(such
as the ILO, WHO and UNESCO) and
UNICEF would be able to attend the
meetings of the Committee. Together
with any other body recognized as
“competent’, including NGOs in consul-
tative status with the UN and UN organs
such as the UNHCR, they can submit
pertinent information to the Committee
and be asked to advise on the optimal
implementation of the Convention,




THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
Text

11.  The Secretary-General ofthe United Nations shall provide the necessary staft
and facilities for the effective performanca of the functions of the Committae under
the presant Conventicn.

12, With the approval of the Ganeral Assembly, the members of the Committee
established under the prasent Convention shall receive emolumaents from the United
Nations resources on such tetms and conditions as the Assembly may decide.

Article 44

1.  States Parties undertake to submit to the Committes, through the Secretaiy-
General of the United Nations, reports on the measurgs they have adopted which
give affect to the rights recognized herein and on the prograss made on the
enjoymant of those rights:

(a) within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party
concerned,

(b) thereafter every five years.

2. Reports made undar this article shall indicate factors and difficulties, i any,
affecting the degree of fulfiment of the obligations under the present Convention.
Reports shall also contain sufficient information to provide the Committee with a

comprehaensive understanding of the implemaentation of the Convention In the
country concerned.

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the
Committed@ need not in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with
paragraph 1(b) repeat basic information previously provided.

4, The Committee may request from States Parties further intormation relavant
to the implementation of the Convention.

S.  The Committee shall submit to the General Assembily of the United Nations
through the Economic and Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.

6.  States Parties shallmake their reports widely availableto the publicintheirown
countries.

Article 45

in order to fostar the effective implementation of the Convantion and to encourage
international co-oparation in the field covered by the Convention.

{a) The specialized agencies, UNICEF and other United Nations organs shall be
entitled to be represented at the consideration of the impiementation of such
provisions of the present Convention as fall within the scope of their mandate. The
Committee may invite the specialized agencies, UNICEF and other compaetent
bodies as it may consider appropriate to provide expaert advice on the implemantation
of tn@ Convention In areas falling within the scope of their raspactive mandates. The
Committee may invite the specialized agencies, UNICEF and other United Nations

organs to submit reports on the implementation of the Convention in areas falling
within the scope of thair activities.

(b) The Committee shall transmit, as it may consider appropriate, to the spacial-
ized agencies, UNICEF and other compatent bodies, any reparts from States Parties
that contain a request, or indicate a need, far tachnical advice or assistance along

with the Committee’s observations and suggestions, if any, on these requests or -
indications.

.\3

(c) the Commiitee may recommend to the General Assembly to request the

Secretary-Generalto undertake on its behalf studies on specific issues relating to the
Q 5 of the child.

E119
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(d) the Committee may make suggestions and general recommendations based
on information received pursuant 1o articles 44 and 45 of this Convention. Such
suggestions and genarai recommendations shall be transmitted to any State Party
concerned and reported to the General Asssmbly, togethar with comments, if any,
from States Parties.

PART ill

Article 46
The present Convention shall be open for signaturs by all States.

Article 47

The present Convantion is subject to ratification. instruments of ratification shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 48

instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United

The prasent Convention shall remain open for accession by any State. The
‘ Nations.

Article 49

1. The present Convention shail enter into force on the thirtieth day following the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratilying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the
twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Caonvention shail enter into force

on tha thirtieth day after the deposit by such State of its instrumant of ratification or
accession.

Article 50

1. Any State Party may propose an amendmant and file it with the Secratary-
Generaloftha United Nations. The Secretary-Genaral shall thereupan communicate
the proposed amendmaent to States Parties with a requestthat thay indicate whether
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting
upon the proposals. In the event that within four months from the date of such
communication at ieast one-third of the States Parties favour such a conferences, the
Secretary-General shall convense the conferance under the auspicas of the United
Nations. Any amendmaent adopted by a majority of States Parties present and voting
atthe conference shall be submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations
{for approval.

2. An amendmant adopted in accordance with paragraph (1) of this article shall
enter into force whaen it has been approved by the General Assembiy of the United
. Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of States Parties.

3. When an amendmaent enters into force, it shall be binding on those States
Parties which have accepted it, other States Parties still being bound by the

provisions of this Convention and any earlier amendments which they have ac-
cepted.
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Articie 51

1. The Secretary-Genaeral of the United Nations shall roceive and circulate to all
Statas the text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.

2. Areservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present Conven-
tion shall not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this etfect
addressed to the Secretary-Ganeral of the United Nations who shall then inform all
States. Such notification shall take effact on the date on which it is received by the
Secretary-General.

Article 52

A State Party may dencunca this Convention by writtan natification to the Secratary-
Generai of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective one year after the
date of recsipt of the notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 53

The Secretary-Genaral of the United Nations is designated as the depositary of the
present Convaention.

Articie 54

The ariginal of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shail be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

In witness thereof the undersigned plenipotentiaries, baing duly authorized thaereto
by their respective govemmoents, have signed the presant Conventian,

Done at this day of 198

This document Is distributed by Defence for Chlldren International
(DC!) and the United Nations Chlldren’s Fund (UNICEF).
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‘ Lesson 2

Handout #5 a

Right to Earliest Right to a Name Right to a Family
Disaster Relief and Nationality System

Right to Education Right to Health  Right to Protection

Care from Abuse
Right to Special Care Right to Right to
if Handicapped Recreation Protection from

Conscription if
Under 15 Years Old

Right to Peace Right to Adequate
Nutrition and
Shelter

ERIC
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Lesson 2
Handout #5b

Shane's family cannot
affort an apartment in
Los Angeles. They've been

sleeping in an abandoned car.

In Chad, 9 year old Fatima
stays at home to do chores
while her 10 year old brother,
Habib, goes to school.

After an earthquake in
Mexico City, Domingo,

8 yeavs old, was housed in
an emergency shelter.

1n the Soviet Union, Alexei,
Danya, and many of their
12 year old friends are on
soccetr teams.

Muhienda, a 10 year old deaf
girl in Uganda, has had no
opportunity to learn sign
language.

Taro and Miwa, a brother
and sister in Japan, have
received all immunizations
required to attend school.

A 4 year old, Chumpol, fias
a meal of rice three times
a day in Thailand.

Kirima is a 10 month old
Eskimo child who is
constantly carried and

and cuddled by members of
her family.

11
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Lesson 2
Handout #5c

Babies in Ghana receive two
names: one at birth in honor
of the spirit of the day, and,
in a naming ceremony a week
[ater, one of a distinguished
relative.

An orphan in a Cambodian
refugee camp, Phoukan, age
7, does not know if anyone
in her family is still alive.

Brett, 12, and Corey, 10,
brothers [iving in Belfast,
lreland, fear being shot or
bombed on the streets out—
side their apartment.

33

Marting, 11, and Klaus, 7,
notify police in Stockholm,
Sweden, after being
approached by a stranger
who wanted to give them a
ride.

When 12 year old Gan,

a Vietnamese, was adopted
by a Wiscnusin farm family,
they named him "George."

Thirteen year old Gerardo is
a foot soldier in a military
force in Guatemala.

R1IGHTS 70 SURVIVAL
R1GHTS TO DEVELOPMENT
R1GHTS TO PROTECTION
R1GHTS TO0 FREEDOM
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Handout #6
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Star Tribune

14A .

A big kiss for children

Next fall, children will get a big buss from politi-
cians. So what’s new? Plenty, or what could be.
THe occasion is the world summit for children,
billed as the largest gathering ever of world leaders
meeting for a single, common purpose. With kids
the.focus of attention, the summit could also be
the'‘greatest photo opportunity ever. But because
chikdren are at stake, it must be more. This meet-
ing could launch a new era in which old East-West
or North-South divisions are superseded by con-
sensus that the world’s little citizens deserve its big
citjzens’ best shot.

Scheduled for Sept. 29 and 30 under United Na-
nons auspices in New York, the summit agenda
will highlight the new U.N. Convention on the
Rights of the Child, now up for ratification by
individual countries. Expect heartfelt words abcut
its merits. But ratifying the convention will requife
national soul-searching. In addition to setting
mir'xi_mum standards for health and education, the
convention seeks to protect children from abuse
and exploitation at home, at work and during war.
That’s controversial for poor countries where child
labor is routine, and for warring countries where
chjldren are sometimes cannon fodder. It’s also
embarrassing for richer countries, such as the
United States, where infant mortality and child

Y
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Joel R. Kramer Executive Editor
Tim J. McGuire Managing Editor
Robert J. White Editorial Editor
Saturday /July 28/1990

poverty remain intractable problems.

World leaders need to acknowledge those prob-
lems in order to agree, individually and collective-
ly, to fix them. For maximum effect, that agree-
ment will need two key signatories: Presidents
Bush and Gorbachev. The two countries that fi-
nanced the Cold War must now agree that children
have first claim on their resources. Bush joined
other Western leaders at the recent summit in
Houston in expressing his interest in attending,
but has not made a commitment. Gorbachev also
has expressed interest, but made no commitment.

Neither leader should miss this political opportu-
nity. In this case, good politics can also produce
quick results. Experience has shown, for example,
that when national leaders personally stress the
importance of immunization, more parents partic-
ipate. UNICEF estimates that with a little more
money and a lot more political emphasis, in-
creased immunization, oral-rehydration therapy,
antibiotics and family planning could save 50
million of the 150 million children who will other-
wise die in the next decade. There’s no excuse for
not spending political capital to save those lives.
There is no better place to lay out that budget than
at the children’s surmmit.
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‘ iesson 2
Handout #7

Star Tribune

Established 1867

Roger Parkinson Publisher and President

Joel R. Kramer Executive Editor
Tim J. McGuire Managing Editor

Robert J. White Editorial Editor

184’

Friday/oétober 1271990

Pfesident Bush shouldn’t keep children waiting

When President Bush breezed in and out of the
world summit meeting for children last month, he
did more than miff other participants. He missed a
one-of-a-kind opportunity to put his country at the
head of the parade.

Bush uttered a few fine words on behalf of chil-’

dren, but left without signing the new U.N. Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child. Americans
should be ashamed that the convention went into
force Sept. 2 withou? the U.S. signature, that the
United States is not among the 126 countries that
have signed it and the 49 national legislatures that
have ratified it.

Why didn't the president sign this document, a
brilliant point of light for the world’s children?
Because a few right-wingers spotted an abortion
bogeyman in the convention’s protections and
others feared its ban on capital punishment for
crimes committed by children under 18. Neither
rbjection should rule out U.S. support for the
document.

The' abortion question came up several times
during the 10 years that the convention was in the
making. It was resolved by keeping abortion out of
tbe document. That was enough for abortion op-
ponents such as the Vatican and for abortion-
rights proponents such as Sweden, both of which

roa
NS

have signed it. That's not good enough for abor-
tion opponents in the United States, who want the
convention to extend rights to fetuses and who
oppose its family-planning component. What’s
good for children should be good enough for any
adult. And the convention is good for children.

The prohibition against capital punishment for
minors presents a legal dilemma for the United
States, where the Supreme Court has ruled such
punishment constitutional. But the United States
could file a reservation to that provision and
endorse the rest of the document. International
consensus against the death penalty for children
should at least prompt reassessment by states
where such punishment is legal.

That’s the point. The convention would force the
United States to confront its shortcomings; it
would elevate children’s welfare beyond muzzy
sentiment to legal responsibilities. That means
something in an era in which respect for interna-
tional law is growing, particularly since Iraqg’s
invasion of Kuwait.

The United States helped draft the convention;
Bush has had 10 months to review it. The House
and Senate¢ have asked Bush to submit the conven-
tion for ratification. There’s no excuse to keep
children waiting,.
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Lesson 2
Handout #8a
Name: Date:
Setting the Stage:
The infant that is born on earth
brings with it
the air of heaven
n its expressions,
in its smiles
even in its cry
You hear the melody of the heavens.
Hasrat Inayat Xhan

Qur Town, Thornton Wilder, 1936

Rebecca and George had readied themselves for bed and were
engaged in one of those child-to-child conversations that carry
great weight and wisdom:

Rebecca: George, is the moon shining on South America, Canada, and half the world?
George: Prob'bly is.

Rebecca: | never told you about that letter Jane Crofut got from her minister
when she was sick. He wrote Jane a letter and on the envelope the address

was like this; it said:

Jane Crofut; The Crofut Fairm; Grover's Corner; Sutton County; New Hampshire;
United States of America.

George: What's funny about that?

Rebecca: But listen, it's not finished. The Western Hemisphere, The Earth,

The Solar System, the Mind of God -- that's what it said on the envelope.
George: What do you know!

Bebecca: And the postman brought it just the same.

what you think was Thornton Wilder's message:

Notes from thoughts of your classmates:




Lesson 2
Handout #8b

Name: Date: _
Maya Angelou, January 15, the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, 1987. Northrup Auditorium, University of Minnesota.
"l am a human being. Nothing that is human can be alien to me.”
This quote is attributed to Terence. In the encyclopedia you will
find after his name, 'Terentius Afir, 154 B.C."! He was not born
white. He was not born free and he became Rome's most popuiar
playwright. Now if you take his advice, decide not to separate
yourself from other humans, now this decision is a serious one.
It means if someone takes a Mack truck, runs over babies in the
street, commits the most heinous crime, you can never again say,
‘Oh, | could never do that!' Not if a human being did it. You must
rather say, 'l mean never to do that. | intend to use my energies
constructively rather than destructively.’” But is a human being
did it, | have within myself all the components to do that thing
and let me not separate myself from the human being.

If you do that for the negative, on the other hand, here's what

you get. If a human being paints a portrait, paints a great

painting, a Picasso, a Matisse, an Elizabeth Caitlin, a Mary Cassatt,
that seems to reach under your rib cage and lift you up, it means
you have within you the possibility of doing that thing. If a human
being write a piece of music, a Mozart, a John Louis, a Stevie
Wonder, if a human being writes it, you have within you.....

If a human being dares to love somebody and has the unmiti-

gated gall to accept love in return, it means you can do it.

That's what it means. That's hotl Now | know that's liberating!”

"Nothing that is human is alien to me." Write what it means to you,
in your own words,

Notes from thoughts of classmates:
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Lesson 2
Handout #8c

Name: Date:

"On Children", The Prophet. Kahlil Gibran
(As sung by Sweet Honey and the Rock)

Your children

Are not your children

They ave the sons and daughters
of life's longing for itself

They come through you

but they are not from you
Though they are with you

They belong not to you

You can give them your love
but not your thoughts

They have their own thoughts
They have their own thoughts.

Your can house their bodies
but not their souls

For their souls dwell in

a place of tomorow

Wwhich you cannot visit

not even in your dreams

Your can strive to be like them

but you cannot make them just [ike you
Strive to be [ike them

But you cannot make them just like you.

[¥sN
-3

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




39

Lesson 2: Additional Resources

1. Baslc Facts About the United Natlons-A resource book that describes in summary form the
basic workings of the United Nations; Contact: United Nations Association-USA, 485 Fifth Avenus,
New York, NY, 100017-6104, 212-697-3232.

2. In the Child's Best Interest- A Primer (elementary level) on the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child, Third Edition, by Kay Castelle; Contact: Foster Parents Plan International, Defense for
Children Internationai-USA, 210 Forsyth St, New York, NY, 10002, 212-353-0951. (There are a
number of Defense for Children International sections in countries outside the USA: Call/write New
York Section for addresses)

3. Chlidren's Rights: Crisls and Chalienge- A Global Report (adults) on the Situation of Children
in View of the UN Convention on the Rights of Children; Contact: Defense for Children international-
USA ( see #2 address)

4. Come to the United Natlons, It's Your World (Poster)- The UN Secretariat Building in full
color with flags of various members; Contact: United Nations Publications, Sales Section, Room DC2-
853, Dept 701, New York, NY 10017, 212-963-8302 (North America, Latin America, Asia and the
Pacific); United Nations Publications, Sales Section, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland,
(22)7-34-60-11 Ext Bookshop (Europe, Africa,Middle East).

5. Descriptive Map of the United Nations (Poster) - Color poster map of the world showing
member states, their population and area, as well as pinpointing locations of United Nations offices and
information cewnters around the world; Contact: United Nations Publications (see #4 address)

6. Human Rights Day (December 10)- Information on the history and current activities
commemorating the human rights documents; Contact: United Nations Department of Public
information, DC- 1061, United Nations, NY, 10017, 212-963-6862.

7. lssues Before the 45th General Assembiy of the United Natlons-An annual publication
giving up-to-date information on issues addressed by the UN General Assembly; Contact: UNA-USA
(see #1 address)

8. The Rights of the Child-A Human Rights Fact Sheet (booklet) on the history and
development of children's rights from 1948-1990; Contact: Centre for Human Rights, United Nations
Office at Geneva, 8-14 avenue de la Paix, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland; New York Office, Centre for
Human Rights, United Nations, New York, NY, 10017, USA.

9. In the Splrit of Peace- A multicultural curriculum (elementary) that introduces children's rights
issues through the experiences of children from diverse cultures; Contact: Defense for Children
international-USA (see #2 address).

10. State of the World's Chlldren-An annual report on the condition of children and the progress
of world-wide efforts to improve their quality of life; abbreviated form and full text available;
Contact: Any UNICEF office or Division of Information and Public Affairs, UNICEF House, 3 UN Plaza,
New York, NY, 100017, USA,

11. UN Charter Day (June 26)- Information on observance and activities; Contact: UN Information
Center, 1889 F Street NW, Washington DC 20006, 202-289-8670.
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12. United Natlons Chronlcle- Official magazine covering current UN activities; Contact:
Department of Public Information, United Nations {see # 6 address)

13. United Natlons Day (October 24)-Information on the commemoration and observance activities;
Contact: UNA-USA (see #1 address)

14. United Natlons System (organizational Chart) (Poster)- Wall poster in color, showing the main
UN bodies, agencies, committees and commissions; Contact: United Nations Publications (see #4
address)

15. Unlversal Declaration of Human RIghts (Poster)-The entire text of the declaration
presented on a pale biue background; Contact: United Nations Sales Section (see #4 address)

16. The Universal Declaratlon of Human Rights: An Adaptatlon for Children- A book for
children based on the 1948 document by Brazilian sociologist and children’s book author, Ruth Rocha;
Contact: United Nations Publication Services (see #4 address)

17. A Visit to the United Natlons (slides and script)-This presentation tells the history and
activities of the United Nations, using actual prints from UN locations. Contact: Joanne Dufour,
Alternate, UN Observer for the National Council for the Social Studies (NGO), 3406 SW Manning,
Seattle, WA, 98126

18. Understanding the United Natlons-A teaching module for grades 7-12 that introduces
students to the importance of the UN through 10 lesson plans that teachers can readily integrate into
existing courses. Contact: United Nations Association of Minesota, Mary Eileen Sorenson, 1929 S. 5th
St. Minneapolis, MN, 55454, 612-333-2824.




LESSON THREF.
The Life of Your infant Twin

The infant that is born on earth
brings with it the air of heaven.
In its expression, in its smiles,
even in its cry
you hear the melody of the heavens.
Hazrat Inayat Khan

Objectives:

Students will choose and research a country or culture in which their
infant child will live.

Based on country/culture specific information, students will prepare a
birth announcement and entries in the child's "baby book" or Childhood
Log.

Materials Needed:

Before introducing this lesson, the teacher may want to look at the
Linkage/Network section of Lesson 3: Resources. Allow time for
students to write/call and then get responses. Also can be used after
this lesson is completed.

Lesson 3, Handout #1: Homeland
Lesson 3, Handout #2a-c: Childhood Log
Lesson 3, Handout #3a-f: Naming

Set Induction:

-Have classmates share their assignment from the previous lesson.
Discuss content and student reaction to content. Move them from this
back to their inant twin.

-A tape of a baby crying, cooing, etc. would provide a positive auditory
background for the beginning of this lesson and would help re-focus the
students on the infant-twin.

-"Remember this child? Remember how you helped your body and mind
remember him/aer? To date, what rights can we be reasonably assured
that he/she has attained?" (Perhaps only the rights to love and
understanding and survival to the present. Love and understanding have
been given by students in the class by way of their attention and gifts.)
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-"What rights, at this very young age, could s/he already been given?"
(A name and nationality; some rights of development if s/he is being
fed, sheltered, clothed, and nurtured.)

-Our goal for this lesson is to select a country in which our infant twin
will live and learn enough about that country, and what the life of our
twin might be like within it, to prepare a way toc announce his or her
birth to the world.

Learning Sequence:
-"Let's begin with name and nationality. Which do you think should be
determined first?" Students will, hopefully, choose nationality

because nationality often influences appropriate choice of name.

-Teacher and/or students will decide how to determine which countries
will be studied by which students. Following this lesson you will find
a list of regions and countries within them from which students could
choose a homeland for their twin. The countries have been chosen
because, although there are abrogations of children's rights in all
nations, economics and/or politics and history have exacerbated the
needs of children in many of these countries. The study they will
undertake will gain relevance if they must struggle with denial of
rights to their infant twin. (See Lesson 3, Handout #1.) If class is
comfortable with cooperative grouping, a group could choose a country
from this list, with each student still having his or her own twin.

-Tell students that they will be finding further information about the
country and the child to begin to fill in his or her "paby book" or
childhood log. (See Lesson 3, Handout #2 a,b,c.) However, to begin
with, students will find adequate information about the country, and
therefore the child's life, to prepare a birth announcement that

includes the following information and any other information you would
like to include:

Child's name...and its meaning

Date and time of birth..if possible, state this information in

the language of the nation in which the child was born

Birth weight

City or village, ethnic group, nation, and continent of birth
Description of child...color of skin, hair, eyes

Wish or prediction for the child's future

) |
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-Before they begin, talk some about why parents announce the birth of
a child. How are they feeling when they do 30? For what reasons do
parents make a public announcement? In what ways do people respond
to birth announcements?

-Remind students that an announcement of birth need not look like one
we might find in this country. Are there ways other than a card sent in
the mail to announce a birth? How is it, might it be, done in the
country you are studying?

-Talk some about the importance of "name" and naming, and of first
names and last names. Perhaps share with them the names and naming
information that follows this lesson. (See Lesson 3, Handout #3 a-
f.) Encourage them, once their country has been identified, to attempt
to learn about the naming practices of that country before selecting a
name.

-In describing the child, they must know something about the ethnicity
of the country, or culture within a country, they are studying. Maya
Angelou tells a story about a conversation with a good friend, a
European American, who was trying to describe an African American.
Maya asked, "What color is she?" The friend replied, "Well, | don't
know, she is black." Maya commented that her friend, whom she had
known for so many years, regardless of their closeness, could not
describe the color of her (Maya's) skin. She had not been schooled in
poetry of skin color. Maya wrote a poem in response; a poem rich in
hues of coffee, blackberries, chocolates, caramel, mocha, honey, amber,
nutmeg, Brazil nuts, and other "delicious colors". After hearing this
story, students can brainstorm other colors of skin--wheat flour, rose
pink, light brown sugar, peach blush, plum, malt powder, pecan, walnut,
etc. Tell students to feel free to depart from the food metaphors.
There ‘are many other colors in nature that would work as well to
describe skin color. The color of skin they choose for their chiid should
be reflect the child's ethnic heritage.

Closure:

-Students will share their birth announcements with class. Find a way
in which the entire class can respond to each announcement, welcoming
the child into the community of the classroom. Talk about their choice

a2
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of names and choice of means to announce the birth.
-Your child now has a name, a nationality, and a community into which
s/he has been introduced and accepted. You can now complete the first

pages of the Childhood Log. In our next lessons we will talk about
other essential rights of your infant twin.

0
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Lesson 3
Handout #1

West Afri
Senegal
Gambia
Guinea
Sierra Leone
Mali

Liberia
Mauritania
Ivory Coast
Ghana

Togo

Benin
Nigeria

Asi
US.S.R.
Mongolia
China

North Korea
South Korea
Japan
Taiwan

Middle E
Saudi Arabia
fran

lraq

Syria
Israel
Lebanon
Jordan
Turkey

Homelands

Southern Africa
South Africa
Namibia
Botswana
Zimbabwe
Lesotho
Zaire
Swaziland
Mozambique
Angoia
Zambia
Malawi
Uganda
Tanzania
Burundi

Mexico/C., America
Mexico

Guatemala

Belize

E! Salvador
Nicaragua

Honduras

Panama

S, America (south)
Brazil

Boliva

Chile

Argentina

Paraguay

Uruguay
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North/East Africa
Algeria
Tunisia
Libya
Egypt
Sudan
Ethiopia
Kenya
Somalia
Djibouti
Chad

E rn r
Bulgaria
Hungary

Poland
Romania
Yugoslavia
Czechoslovakia
Albania

. _Ameri north
Colombia
Venezuela
Guyana
Surinam
Fr. Guiana
Ecuador
Peru
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South Asia Southeast Asia

Pakistan Myanmar (Burma)

India Cambodia

Nepal Laos

Bangladesh Vietnam

Sri Lanka Philippines

Afghanistan Malaysia
Indonesia
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Vital Statistics

Name
Pate Time
Billage/ City Peation
Weight Length Hair tolor
Hkin toloe Color of Eyes
Color of cyebrotns Bivthmarks

The Bivthing

What it {elt [{ke to hold you for the first time:

PBour name, holw it was thosen amd holv it was gidew (o pout:




ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

ot pour birth was anmwounced and selebrated:

The family pou were bovn into congists of:

My wishes for pou and thoughts about pou:

Major happewings iw the world af the time of your bivth:

N
o
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Lesson 3
Handout #3, a-f

IN CELEBRATLON OF BLRTH AND THE GIVING OF NAMES

"In each Ojibwe campsite there was a birthing lodge. This was the
place where a woman would go to give birth to the baby. The
grandmother and the women who were appointed to be midwives wouid
go to the lodge with her. She wouldn't be in there very long because it
was a cold place; a cold place with no heat. Because of this, they didn't
move her until right before the baby was born.

This is where they took my mother when | was born. We were in the
rice camp. The lodge was next to a hillock where the Rum River came
out of the lake. When my first cry was heard, my grandfather came to
the entrance of the lodge. There, after the cord was cut, my
grandmother handed me to him. He took me to the bank of the river end
at five o'clock in the morning he presented me to the universe. He
called upon the Great Spirit and all the spirits, asking them to look
down upon this human being. "Once more a little giri has come into the
world among us. We accept responsibility for her. We are asking for
your help and guidance to see that this child walks right." And so | was
presented to the four winds and the universe. Rose Barstowe, Ojibwe
Elder, St. Paul, MN.

In Serbian villages of Yugoslavia many people belong to the Greek
Orthodox Church. A Serbian baby is ten days oid when his father and
godfather take him to the priest to be christened. The godfather, called
the kum, is loved and respected by the parents of the new baby. He will
be the godfather to ail their children. When he dies, he will pass on his
position to his son so that the two families will be bound together for
generations to come. The kum may live in a distant village and travel
many miles, on foot or horseback, to attend the christening.

The kum must bring with him a flannel christening robe for the baby,
and he also has the duty of deciding on the child's name. Whatever his
choice, the parents must accept it without question. It is the godfather
who speaks the name as the priest pours water over the naked child. A

QJ
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Lesson 3
Handout #3b

lock of the baby's hair is cut and rolled into a ball with wax from one of
the candles. The priest and the two men walk around the table three
times, praying and swinging a vessel in which the wax is burning.
Finally, the priest makes the sign of the cross over the baby and
touches him/her several times with a crucifix.

Back at home, the baby is on display in the big kitchen. Neighbors and
relatives come to admire the baby and to bring presents. The baby's
grandfather plays host at a fine feast of meat stew, wine and plum
brandy, with the kum as the guest of honor.

In Thailand where the majority of the people are Buddhist the newborn
child is given a bath immediately. Sometimes gold and silver jewelry
are put in the bath water in the hope that the child will be wealthy.
One of the women present at the birth will carry the baby down the
ladder, (houses are built several feet off the ground to avoid flooding in
the rainy season), and touch its tiny right foot to the ground three
times. The hope is that the child will grow to be as firm and as strong
as the earth.

Naming is often done at the Shaving the Fire—Hair ceremony, when the
baby is one month and one day old. The child's hair is shaved except for
a small tuft at the top. The cut hair is put into a foided banana leaf,
lined with a lotus leaf, the sacred piant of Buddha. The banana-leaf
boat is floated away on a river with the words: "We ask for a life of
coolness and happiness like the sacred Ganges."

A baby born into a Japanese family that practices the Shinto religion
will be brought to the shrine to be presented to the gods. When the
baby is thirty-two days old, if it's a boy, and thirty-three days old if a
girl, the child is dressed in new clothes that the grandmother has made
and taken in a solemn family procession to the shrine. There, the child
will be presented not only to the spirits of the ancestors and great
leaders and scholars of the past, but aiso to the nature spirits of the
land itself--the spirits of the mountain, river, forest and ocean. It is
thought that at this time the child will become one with the land in
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Lesson 3
Handout #3c

which s/he lives and is ready to now walk in purity in the "Way of the
Gods".

When Native American children of the Omaha nation were old enough
to walk, boys and girls went through the ceremony of "Turning the
Child", which made them full members of the people that now live in
the area of eastern Nebraska, USA.

Spring was the season for "Turning the Child". The grass was greening
and the birds were in full song when the herald of the nation announced
the time of the ceremony. Parents with children who had learned to
walk within the year, gathered near a large tent facing eastwarc,
where a priest waited beside a fire.

While a crowd of people watched, the first mother would lead her child
to the tent and say to the priest: "Holy manl. | desire my child to wear
moccasins.” The child and the mother entered the tent, the child
carrying the new moccasins. The mother presented a gift to the priest
and said: "l desire him/her to be content with the light of many days.
We seek your protection; we hold to you for strength.”

The priest then spoke to the child of life's end. "You shall reach the
fourth hill sighing; you shall be bowed over; you shall have wrinkles;
your staff shall bend under weight. | speak to you that you may be
strong.” He put his hand on the child's shoulder. "What you have brought
me shall not be lost to you; you shall live long and enjoy many
possessions; your eyes shall be satisfied with any good things."

Addressing the winds, the priest faced the child to the east and lifted
him/her onto the stone, the emblem of long life, which was placed east
of the fire. He turned the child around from left to right, making
him/her face south, west, north and east again, while singing a song to
the winds that would strengthen the child to face the trials to come:
"Turned by the winds goes the one | send yonder. Goes where the four
hills of life and the four winds are standing. There, in the midst of the
winds, do | send you."
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Lesson 3
Handout #3d

Then the new mecocasins were put on the child's feet for life's journey,
while the priest said again: "Here unto you has been spoken the truth.
Because of this truth you shall stand. Therefore, arise! Go forth in its
strength!”

At the last words, the child took four steps, the beginning of the life-
journey. Then the child's new name was announced, and the priest cried
out in a loud voice the final words: A

"Ye hills, ye grass, ye trees, ye creeping things both great and small,

| bid you hear!

The child has thrown away its baby name. Hol"
in the Arab countries of the Middle East and the Islamic countries
of North Africa, although there are local differences, a common
religion, language and history are shared. Therefore, many names are
popular in all countries where the religion of Islam predominates:

Bovys Girls Meaning
Jamil Jamileh Pretty
Amal Amal Hope

Zaki Zakieh Intelligent
Habib Habibi Dear

Sa'id Saideh Lucky

*Do you see a pattern in the way that the male and female names are
different? Is this true of most names in Moslem countries?

In much of West Africa, a baby is given several names and the mother
decides which will be used most often. One of the names usually tells

about the day of the week on which the child was born. in Ghana, the
names are as follows:

Boys Girls
Sunday Kwashie Awushie
Monday Kedjo Adojoa
Tuesday Kobla Abia

b
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Lesson 3
Handout #3e

Wednesday Kwaku Aku

Thursday Kwao Awo
Friday Kofi Afua
Saturday Kwame Ama

*What do you notice about all the girls' names and &il the boys' names?
Can you find out why this is?

In the African nation of Gambia, it is a tradition among the Wolof
people that a child is given a name within a week of his or her birth. A
special ceremony takes places in the place where the infant was born.
In preparation for the arrival of guests at the naming ceremony, the
child's mother sweeps the house and puts out the fire. Then she washes
the baby with medicinal water. When the guests arrive with their
presents, they find the new baby seated in the lap of an old woman--
usually the person who helped bring the infant into the world. Nearby,
there is a clay bowl containing red and white kola nuts. The red ones
symbolize long life, the white ones good luck. During the naming
ceremony, one of the elderly people rubs his or her hand over the child's
head, prays, and puts saliva into the baby's ears so that the name will
stay in the child's mind forever. When the infant's name is announced,
everyone prays for long life and prosperity for the new child. After
the ceremony is over, the guests spend the remainder of the day dancing
and feasting.

s e e ke e e

"Many have come to teach the holiness of God,

but still there is not peace in the world.

Many have come to teach the holiness of man,

and still there is not peace in the world.

When many come to teach the holiness of children,
then there will be peace in the world."”

Rabbi Schlomo Carlebach

Venezuelan Birth Day Song

May fortune smile at you
Amidst flowers and music and sweetmeats,
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Lesson 3
Handout #3f

Nectar and hope,
Today, your own day.

May the moon encircle you with
Pearly fire,

And the stars admire you

From their rainbowed clouds.

“*Adapted, with permission, from from Happy Days: A UNICEF Book
of Birthdays, Name Days and Growing Days. 1969. New York: US
Committee for UNICEF. 1969. New York: United States Committee for
UNICEF.

dhdkkkdk

Searching Uour Thoughts

. In every culture on earth and for all of recorded time, the
birth of a baby is the occasion for joy, ritual and celebration.
in your opinion, why is this so?

2. In looking at the ways in which the above cultures/socie-
ties/religions mark the birth of a child, and the ways in
which your own birth was marked, what do they have in
common? How does each "marking" meet the needs of: (1) the
child; (2) the parents, and (3) the larger society?

3. Why do think it is that a child's name is chosen so
carefully and that there is often a ceremony tc accompany the
giving of a name?

4. |s your name important to you? Have you ever wanted to
change it? If so, what were your reasons? What are your
thoughts on the practice of having different names for
different parts/times of your life?
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Lesson 3: Additional Resources

1. The Asla Soclety- Videos on Japan and Korea; teacher resource journals on Asian leaders,
Vietnam, india, Women in Asia. Contact: The Asia Society, 725 Park Ave, New York, NY, 1G021,
212-288-6400.

2. Cultural Arts Program- In most areas, there is access to assembly programs, workshops,
residences, inservices, and consultancies that use the arts as a window into understanding other
cultures and other ways of communicating; An example: COMPAS, Windows Into Culture, 305
Landmark Center, 75 West 5th St, St Paul, MN 55102.

3. Cuiturgram Serles- Four page description of cultural custorns of many countries. Contact:
Kennedy Center for !nternational Studies, Bringham Young University, 280 [IRCB, Provo, Utah, 84602,
801-378-6328.

4. Frlends Around the World- A game for 5-adults that introduces the players to customs and
stories from around the world. Contact: Aristoplay LTD, Games for Fun and Learning, PO Box 7645,
Ann Arbor, Ml 48107.

5. Pen Pals: World Geography Game-(Ages 8 and over) A way to learn about faraway places and
people in a "lively" board game; Contact: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 255 Gracie Station, New York,
NY, 10028.

6. See Me, See My World- (Elementary) Teaching unit designed to increase understanding of the
Third World through children's art from around the world; Contact: Foster Paren s Plan, 155 Plan
Way, Warwick, Ri, 02886, 1-800-556-7918.

7. Skipping Stones-(elementary) A children's magazine that provides a place for children of diverse
backgrounds from around the world to share their particular experiences and expressions; Contact:
Skipping Stones/Aprovecho Institute, 80574 Hazelton Rd, Cottage Grove, Oregon, 97424, USA, 503-
942-9434.

8. Where In the World-(Ages 8 and over) A versatile board games that acquaints players with
location, culture, and economy of all the countries in the world; Contact: Aristoplay, LTD, Games for
Fun and Learning, PO BX 7645, Ann Arbor, Mi, 48107.

LINKAGE/NETWORK CONTACTS:

1. Cross Culturai Communication Exchanges: Creating the Intercultural Classroom- A
book written by and for educators on how to establish links and connect with students and teachers
from other cultures: Contact: Minnesota Department of Education, Roger Wangen, Social Studies and

International Education, 635 Capitol Square Bldg, 554 Cedar St., St. Paul, MN 55101 (Enclose a self-
addressed envelops.)

2. Walter Enioce, University ot Minnesota- Dr Enloe is a Link Agent for educators and students in
the United States and around the world. Send a self addressed, stamped envelope with the region of the
country/world you want linkage to : Dr Walter Enloe, University of Minnesota, 105 Burton Hall, 178
Pilsbury Drive SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455.
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3 GEMNET- a computer data base and e-mail focus on international issues and linking US and foreign
‘ schoois. Contact: Global Education Motivators, Chestnut Hill College, Chestnut Hill, PA 19118-2615,
215-248-1150.

4. UNESCO Assoclated School Projects- A UNESCO service that connects students and schoois
around the world who wish to share with each other, whether it is general information or a specific
task like an art show; Contact: UNESCO, Associated School Project, Palace of Nations, 1211 Geneva,
10, Switzerland.
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LESSON FOUR
The Right to Survive

| have the audacity to believe that
peoples everywhere
can have three meals a day for their bodies,
educat on and culture for their minds,
and dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits.

Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Right to Survival--through the provision of adequate
food, sheiter, clean water and primary health care.
The right to adequate nutrition and medical care.
The state shall take appropriate measures to: diminish
infant and child mortality; ensure the provision of necessary
medical assistance and health care; combat disease and mal-
nutrition; ensure health care for expectant mothers; develop
preventive health care and family planning education and
services.

Objectives:

Students will continue to 'study chosen country with emphasis on
information relative to the survival of a child born within it.

Students will identify factors that interfere with the survival
prospects of a child in specific country of study.

Students will learn of some of the efforts of UNICEF and other national
and international child advocacy organizations to grant children the
rights of survival.

Students will construct a "survival kit" for their infant twin.

Students will add statistical and survival information to chiidhood log
of their infant twin.

Students will find pictures in magazines and other print media
illustrating child's right to survival and add them to the class collage.

M ials N
Note: Yearly updates of material found in Handouts #1 and #2 of this

lesson can be obtained by writing State of the Children. UNICEF, as
listed in Lesson 4 Resource section.

ot}
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Lesson 4, Handout #1a-c: State of the Children: Basic Indicators,
Nurtition, Health

Lesson 4, Handout #2: UNICEF in Action
Lesson 4, Handout #3a-c: Childhood Log
Lesson 4, Handout #4: Articles

Set Induction:

-Our infant twins are alive, have a name, and have a nationality. Now,
what will they need to stay alive?

-Have students identify the basic needs of food, clean water, shelter,
clothing, and, particularly for infants living in less than ideal
conditions, medical care. Discuss why these things are needed for
survival. .

-"Of the 30-35 infant twins of students in this class, if all were born
in "less developed" countries, how many do we expect to live to
adulthood?" Have students give reasons for their predictions. Read to
them the foliowing:

"On present trends, over 100 million children will die in

the 1990s - 50 million of them from just three common

diseases which can be inexpensively treated or prevented.

Many times that number will grow up mainourished, unhealthy,

and illiterate."

-With this information in mind, we will begin to gather information
about the prospects for survival in the lives of your infant twins.

Learning Sequence;:

-Give students data sheets (See Lesson 4, Handout #1a,b, Bagsic
Indicators 1990.) from which they can find information about their
specific countries: mortality rate, infant mortality, life expectancy,
per capita income, gross national product, etc. Discuss the meaning of
significance of these terms and statistics.

-Have students find the life expectancy in their country of study and
share this figure with the ciass. (Teacher can record figures on the
overhead, chalkboard, etc. ldeally, students and teacher would have
large world maps upon which they could locate countries and record
data.) Compare range across the class. Which countries have the
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lowest life expectancy? Which the highest? What is the gverage life
expectancy for the countries we are studying? How many people do you
know, personally, that are beyond the age of life expectancy of your
country of study? What is life expectancy in the United States? Can
all people born in the United States expect to live to this age and not
expect to die sooner or later than this age? Are there groups in the
United States for which life expectancy is not the average 75 years?
(Wemen, generally, live longer than men; life expectancy of African
American males is considerably lower; the rural and urban poor have a
lower life expectancy.)

-Repeat the above process with infant mortality rate and under
five mortality rate, asking questions similar to those above. Record
irformation on maps. Be sure to have students respond to the U.S.
infant mortality rating of 13, 22nd in the world, and speculate as to
why there are 21 other countries with rates lower.

-Look also at per capita income, following a similar questioning
strategy, and any of the other indicators that are of interest to you or
your students. (Literacy and indicators related to it will be explored in
Lesson 5: The Rights to Development.)

-"Looking at your maps and the data on them, have you any
generalizations about what you see?" (Most all of the high infant and
under five mortality countries are located in the southern regions of
the planet--and are those countries that share a history of
¢colonization. Countries with low per capita incomes often also have
high infant mortality rates. However, many low-to-mid income
countries in Eastern Europe have very low infant mortality rates.)

Explore the students' thinking about reasons to explain their
observations.

-The most important question: What does this information tell
you about what your twin may need for survival? If your task is
to prepare for your twin a survival kit that contains all that is
necessary to bring him/her to at least the age of 5, what else do you
need to know about conditions in the country in which s/he was born?
-climate and provision for suitable clothing
-arrangements for primary care while infant and toddler




-availability of clean water
-common childhood diseases
-availability of medical care

-Much of the above information you will need to find out on your own,
through researching your country of choice. But first, we're going to
explore resources from UNICEF and other United Nations organizations
(See Lesson 4, Handout #2: UNICEF in Action) that will give us basic
information about chiid survival on a global scale: a look at the breadth
and severity of the problems and the nature of the solutions.

-Discuss their answers to questions on Lesson 4, Handout#2.

-leading causes of infant death

sdescription of four most fatal child health risks and what is
being done/can be done to eradicate them

*benefits of breast feeding

*How come we don't hear much about ORT in this country? Should
we?

*Some information on the rise of communicable diseases in

this country: polio, measles, tuberculosis....and what conditions
are contributing to the their re-emergence.

-Did any of you find information specific to your country? Share.

What might be possible sources to find out about the survival prospects
and needs of your infant twin? Encourage students to attempt to find a
person from that country/culture to interview if at all possible.
Second best, try to find something written by someone from the
country. UNICEF/UNESCO materials listed in Resource section are
excellent sources of information.

-Instruct students to find information about how the basic needs are
met (or why they are not met) in their countries of study and begin to
prepare a "Survival Kit" for their twins. Their Survival Kit should
include examples (real or illustrated) of food the child might eat,
listings of or symbols for the immunizations he/she should recieve,
clothing and shelter representative of the child's ~ulture, etc. At the
same time, students can complete the pages of their Childhood Logs
that relate to survival. (See Lesson 4, Handout #3a-c.)
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Closure:

-Have students share their kits with classmates, explaining their
choices of items within it. Also have them share what they have
determined to be the greatest threats to survival.

-Ask students if there are children in the United States who share
these same threats to their survival? Are their children in their own
state? Are there children in their city and/or neighborhood whose
survival is threatened? What threats are most significant in the
neighborhood in which we live?  What is being done locally, nationally,
and internationally to address these threats? (See Lesson 4,
Handout #4)

--What are the leading causes of infani death in the United States?
Death of children {persons under age 18)? Can the students do anything

to help? (Begin making a list of their ideas to be used in final Action
lesson.)

Assignment: Find pictures, poems, headlines, story, etc. about a

child's right to survival being either achieved or denied. They will
share these with classmates and add them to class collage.
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TABLE 1: BASIC INDICATORS Lesson 4

Handout 1 o snae
infanl Annua! no of “aof of nousehsld
Under 5 moltalily furths fintaet Lite Tota age group NCeme
moriality Tale Tota ana chid GNP expectancy agun enrgred in 1875 1986
raie unger * poputatian geal"s 1 4: per capla at tuge rleracy  prmary schoop ———————————
(milhons) {thousanrds) s & {years) 3le Tolat igwest hugrest
1960 1988 1960 1938 1988 1988 1987 1988 1985 1986 1988 40% 20%
Very high USMR
countries (over 170)
edian 314 203 190 127 4897  22588T/4684T 275 48 33 65
1 Afghanistan 380 300 215 171 151 843/253 42 24 21
2 Mozambique 330 298 190 172 148 669/199 170 47 39 68
3 Mal 370 292 210 168 88 4447130 210 44 17 23
4 Angola 346 292 208 172 95 450/131 470* 45 41 93
5 Sterra Leone 386 266 219 153 39 191/51 300 41 30 58
6 Malawi 364 262 206 149 79 419/110 160 47 42 66
7 Ethiopia 294 259 175 153 447 20197523 130 41 667 37
8 Gumnea 346 248 208 146 65 305/76 42 29 30
9 Burkina Faso 362 233 205 137 85 404/94 180 47 14 32
10 Niger 320 228 191 134 67 343/78 260 45 14 29
11 Chad 326 223 195 131 54 239/53 150 46 26 51
12 Central African Rep 308 223 183 131 28 123727 330 46 41 66
13 Somala 294 221 175 131 71 353/78 290 45 12'
14 Mauntamia 320 220 19 126 19 89/20 440 46 177 52
15 Rwanda 248 206 146 121 68 347/71 300 49 47 67
16 Kampuchea 218 199 146 127 79 319/63 49 757
17 Yemen Tem 378 197 214 118 23 111722 420 51 42 66
18 Nepai 297 197 186 127 182 714141 160 51 26 76
19 Bhutan 297 197 186 127 15 56/11 150 48 ’ 26
20  Yemen 378 190 214 115 75 364/69 530 51 25° 91
21 Burund: 258 188 152 m 51 236744 250 49 34 67
22  Bangtadesh 262 188 156 118 1096 4642/873 160 51 33 70 17 45
23 Benin 310 185 185 109 44 226742 310 47 27 63
24  Madagascar 364 184 219 119 112 516/95 210 54 68 94
25 Sudan 293 181 170 107 238 10627192 330 50 24° 49
26 Tanzania 248 17€ 146 105 254 12817227 180 53 g1 66
27 Namibia 262 176 155 105 18 15/3 56
28 Nigena 318 174 180 104 1055 5286,920 370 51 43 64
29 Bolvia 282 172 167 109 69 297/51 580 53 75 91 12* 58°
‘ 30 Hat 294 171 197 116 63 215737 360 55 38 78
High U5MR
countries (35-170)
Median 241 125 153 83 1486T  51592T/7237T 580 57 59 94
31 Uganda 224 169 133 102 172 868/147 260 51 58 70
32  Gabon 288 169 171 102 11 4377 2700 52 62
33 Pakisten 277 166 163 108 1149 5263,874 350 57 30 40
34 Laos 232 159 155 109 38 159/25 170 49 84 94
35 Togo 305 153 182 93 3 146722 290 53 41 101
36 Cameroon 275 153 163 93 107 451/69 970 51 56 109
37 Inda 282 149 165 98 8188 26446/3940 300 58 43 98 16 49
38 Libena 258 147 153 86 24 109,16 450 55 35 35
33 Ghana 224 146 132 89 141 624 /91 390 54 54 71
40 Céte dIvowe 264 142 165 95 116 596,85 740 53 42 9 61
41 Zawe 251 138" 148 83" 338 1542:212 150 53 62 76
42 Senegal 313 136" 180 80" 70 320/44 520 46 28 60
43  Lesotho 208 136 149 99 17 68/9 370 56 73 115
44  Zambia 228 127 135 79 79 400/51 250 54 76 97 11 61
45  Egypt 300 125 179 83 515 17997225 680 61 45 90 16 48
46  Peru 233 123 142 87 213 719/88 1470 62 85 7 61
47  Morocco 265 119 163 80 239 830/99 610 61 34 71
48  Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 268 119 160 80 42 188722 5460 61 66
49 Indonesia 235 119 139 84 1750 4822/574 450 56 74 118 14 49
50 Congo 241 114 143 72 19 84/10 870 49 63
51  Zimbabwe 182 113 110 7 91 379/43 580 59 74 128
52 Kenya 208 113 124 71 231 12387140 330 59 60 96 9 60
53  Honduras 222 107 144 68 48 191720 810 64 59 106
54  Algena 270 107 168 73 238 843/101 2680 63 50 96
55 Guatemala 230 99 125 58 87 353/35 950 62 55 77
56  Saudi Arabia 292 98 170 70 131 557/55 6200 64 51" 7
57  South Alnca 192 95 135 Al 337 1062/101 1890 61
58  Nicaragua 210 95 140 61 36 150/14 830 64 88+ 99
53  Myanmar 229 95 153 69 400 1242/118 200° 60 84* 81

Nole nations are isted in descending order of their 1988 under five mortaiity rates (shown in bold type)
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Lesson 4
Handout 1
%2 share
Infant Annual no of g ot ol househord
Undes 5 mortality Bnihssiniant Lie Totar age gioup meone
mortalidy rate To and chud GNP expeclancy adut enrglied wt 1975- 1986
rate (unger ¥ population deaths (0-4» per capta at birth Meracy  pamaty scroot —
(mullionsy (1housands: ws $ years} 1ate Totat lowest hghest
1960 1988 1960 1988 1988 1968 1987 1988 1985 1986-1988 AQF: 20~
Middle USMR
countries (31-94)
Median 155 63 m 44 2170T  50388T/2781T 1400 66 84 104
60 lraq 222 94 139 68 177 751/71 3020" 64 89 98
61  Turkey 258 93 190 74 535 15027140 1210 64 74" 117 1 56
Botswana 174 92 119 66 12 57/5 1050 59 71 114
£ Iran. Islamic Rep of 254 90 169 61 531 2175/196 66 51 114
64 Viet Nam 233 88 156 63 64 2 20577181 62 84 101
65 Ecuador 182 87 124 62 102 359/31 1040 66 83 117
66 Brazil 160 85 116 62 1444 4066/346 2020 65 78 103 7 67
67  El Salvador 206 84 142 58 50 187/16 860 63 72 79 15 47
68  Tunisia 255 83 159 58 78 231/19 1180 66 55 116
69 Papua New Guinea 247 81 165 57 38 145/12 700 54 45 70
70 Dominican Rep 200 81 125 64 69 211717 730 66 78 101
71 Phiippines 135 73 80 44 595 1947/142 590 64 86 106 14 52
72  Guyana 94 71 . 69 56* 10 25/2 390 70 96 90
73 Mexico 140 68 92 46 849 2439/166 1830 69 90 118 10 58
74 Colombia 148 68 93 46 306 878,60 1240 65 82° 114
75  Syna 218 64 135 47 116 512/33 1640 65 110
76 Oman 378 64 214 40 14 63/4 5810 56 30° 97
77  Paraguay 134 62 86 42 40 139/9 990 67 88 102
78  Mongoha 158 59 109 44 21 82/5 64 93 102
79  Jordan 218 57 135 43 39 182/10 1560 66 75 99
80 Lebanon 92 51 68 39 28 82/4 67 78 125
81  Thalland 149 49 103 38 54 1 1218/60 850 65 91 95 15 50
82 Venezuela 114 44 81 36 188 569/25 3230 70 87 107 10 54
83 Sn Lanka 113 43 70 32 168 380/16 400 " 70 87 104 16 50
84 China 202 43 150 31 11040 222027955 280 70 69 132
85 Argentina 78 37 61 32 315 672/25 2380 71 95 110 14 50
86 Panama 105 34 69 23 23 61/2 2240 72 89 106 7 €2
87 Albania 151 34 112 28 31 74/3 72 100
88 Korea Dem 120 33 85 24 219 623/21 69
89 Korea Rep 120 33 85 24 426 790/26 26390 69 92- 104 17 45
90  United Arab Emirates 239 32 145 25 15 331 15830 71 99
91  Malaysia 106 32 73 24 166 460/15 1810 70 74 102 1" 56
92 USSR 53 32 38 25 2837 5108/161 4550 70 106
93 Uruguay 56 31 50 27 31 58/2 2190 7 95 110 4
Low USMR countries
(30 and under)
Median 44 12 37 10 850T  13043T/172T 7940 75 93 102 18 40
94  Mauntwus 104 29 70 22 11 211 1490 69 83 106 1 60
95  Yugoslavia 13 28 92 25 236 353/10 2480 72 91 95 19 39
96 Romama 82 28 69 22 230 356/10 2560* 70 97
97  Chile 142 26 114 19 127 299/8 1310 72 97~ 102
98 Tnnidad and Tobago 67 23 54 20 12 29/1 4210 70 96 100 13 50
99  Kuwait 128 22 89 19 19 61,1 14610 73 70 94
100 Jamaica 88 22 62 18 24 62/1 940 74 105
101 Costa Rica 121 22 84 18 29 79/2 1610 75 93 98 12 55
102 Bulgana 69 20 49 15 20 115/2 4150 72 104
103 Hungary 57 19 51 17 106 126/2 2240 70 97 20 36
104 Poland 70 18 62 16 380 620/11 2070* 71 101
105 Cube 87 18 62 15 102 161/3 74 96* 104
106 Greece 84 18 53 13 100 121/2 4020 76 92 106
107 Portugal 112 17 81 14 102 140/2 2830 73 84 127 15 49
108 Czechoslovakia 32 15 26 12 156 222/3 5820* 71 96
109 lIsrael 40 14 33 11 44 96/1 6800 75 95 95 18 40
110 USA 30 13 26 10 2454 3647/47 18530 75 100 17 40
111 Belgum 35 13 31 10 99 1771 11480 75 100 22 36
112 Germany Dem 44 12 37 8 166 211/3 7180" 73 106
113 Singapore 50 12 36 9 26 43/1 7940 73 86 116
114 New Zealand 27 12 23 10 33 52/1 7750 75 107 6 45
115 Span 56 12 46 9 391 503/6 6010 77 94 113 19 40
116 Denmark 25 1 22 8 51 55/1 14930 75 o9 17 39
117 United Kingdom 27 11 23 9 56 8 755/8 10420 75 106 18 40
118 Haly 50 1 44 10 573 629/7 10350 76 97 95 17 44
119  Austraha 25 10 21 9 16 4 243/2 11100 76 106 15 47
120 Germany Fed 40 10 33 8 607 635/6 14400 75 103 20 3y
__1_?1 Hong Kong 65 10 44 8 57 87/1 8070 7 88 106 16 47
1z. Ausina 43 10 37 8 75 871 11980 74 101
123 Norway 23 10 19 3] 42 52/1 17180 77 95 i9 38
124 France 34 10 29 8 558 77877 12790 76 113 17 42
125 Ireland 36 9 31 7 37 671 6120 74 100 20 39
126 Netherlands 22 8 18 8 146 1741 11860 77 115 22 36
127 Canada 33 8 28 7 261 362/3 15160 77 105 17 40
128 Japan 40 8 31 5 1224 1455/12 15760 78 102 22 38
129 Swilzerland 27 8 22 7 65 75/1 21330 77 20 38
130 Sweden 20 7 16 & 83 9311 15550 77 100 20 42
131 Finland 28 7 22 6 50 62:0) 14470 75 101 18 38
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TABLE 2: NUTRITION Lesson 4

Handout 1
% , % of chuidien (1980 87) suftesing irom Average ingex Darly
e of infants ;v.e:;lql‘s:':fn; ot 160d per Laplla‘
with Iow 1980 87 mogesale & mederate moderate produclion calone supp:y 3¢ of nousenolg
bt - - Severe Severe & severe & severe per (apita as = of ancome spenl ¢
weight 3 6 W2 angerweight wasting stunting (1979 81 00: ‘equueTients ati teod cereals
1982-88 months moning - monity 10-4 veais {12-23 monihs;  124- 59 months) 1988 1984 86 1980 85
Very high USMR
countries (over 170)
Median 16 96 92 82 36/8 17 46 95 90 52/18
é ViAol 38 99 96 57/8 84 23 )
Mozambique : : : / )
3 Mal 17° 96 82 31%/9 16 34- 182 2(23 57722
4 Angola 17 / /
5 Sierra Leone 17 98° 94* 83° 2343 26 48 89 81 47/18
6 Malaw 20° 96" 22/ 8 61 83 102 55/28
7 Ethiopia 97° 95° 384/ 19 43+ 94 7% 32/12
8 Guinea 100° 70° 40° / 90 77 /
9 Burkina Faso 98° 98° 97° ; i1 86 /
10 Niger 15° 65° 30° 15° 49/ 23" 38 S8 100 /
11 Chad 1 / 105 69 /.
1% gemral Afncan Rep 5 30°/6° gg gg /
1 omaha / !
14  Mauntama 11 91 86 67 44°/8° a1 92 i
15  Rwanda 17" 97° 97° 74° 374/8° 23 45 75 81 29/10
16 Kampuchea 100° 93° 20°/3° 141 98 !
17 Yemen Dem 13: 80° 60° 55° 26/ 8 36" 86 96 /
18  Nepal 92- 92" 82* / 102 93 !
19  Bhutan / 118 /
20 Yemen 73" 67" 29 61/ 17" 69° 105 94 /
21 Burund 9 95° 90° 38'/10* 10 60’ 102 97 !
22  Bangladesh 2% 91 88' 82" 60*/9* 17 59° 82 83 3 / »
23  Benn * 90 9 76 34¢/ i4 11 5 7/1
24 Madagascar 10° 95* 95 85 338 18 41* 91 106 58,22
25  Sudan 91° 86" 72 41°/8° 13+ 100 88 58/
36 Tanzana 14 100 90° 70° 48/6 17 86 36 62:30
7 Nambia ! 8 2 /
Sg glgena 28' 98° 80° 60° i 21 6 3(55 gg 25/18
olivia 12* 15, 1 4 /
30 Hat 17 9% 88 273 17 Iy 89 84 !
High USMR
countries (95-170)
Median 14 92 90 77 24/4 7 34 95 102 43/13
312 gganda 85 70° 20° / 3 32 BS 95 !
abon 7 8 107 ;
33  Pakistan 25° 92 70 3910 17" 42° 104 97 54,17
34 Laos 39 99* 93 37/ 26 44 10 1G4 /
35 Togo 20° 99* 90’ / 87 97 :
%6 Cameroon :133' 92 90+ 77" 177 2" 437 9.;) 88 2(23/8
7 India 0 41 /6 i1 100 52/
3%  Libena % 92 70 354 7 38 93 102 ;
39 Ghana 17° 91 20 72 37 28 31 108 76 50/
40  Cote d vorre 14° 87 84 78 ac 4 10 94 110 38,10
41 Zare 13 100°  100° 86" 20°/5° 1" 40° 4 98 55/15
45 Senegal 1" 94" 94" 82* 22'/3‘ 8 SB' 108 9 53/16
4 Lesotho 1 87 16'/2* 7 3 8 101 ;
44  Zambia 14+ 93° 28/ 12 41" 9z 92 5013
45  Egypt 5 20 87 81 1y 3 34 120 132 36/7
46 Peru 9 80° 67° 37" 132" 3 43 103 93 35/8
47 Morocco 92° 89° 76° 16' 74+ 6 34" 122 118 48/14
48  Libyan Arab Jamahurya / 0 153 /
49  Indonesia 14 o8’ 97° 83° 51417 17 119 116 48/21
50 Congo e 98° 98° 95° 24;5° 13 33 94 17 31712
5; émbabwe 15 92 gg 24 12¢; 1 28 87 gg 4(3/9
5 enya 15 86" 82° 7 . 10° 42° 0 42,18
53  Honduras 20° 48° 28° 24° 21/4 2t 34 87 92 39/
54  Algena 9 / 95 12 /
55  Gualemala 10" 84- 74 34"/8* 3 68" 96 105 36/10
56  Saudi Arabia 6" 91" 52° / 236 125 /
57  South Africa 12 i 88 120 /
58  Nicaragua 15 71 1171 () 22 65 110 /
59  Myanmar 16° 38 17 75" 124 119 /

Note nations are listed in descending order of thewr 1988 under five mortality rales (see table 1)
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Lesson 4
Handout 1 ‘
a, S of childien (1980 87! sulleang from Average index Dasty
¢f infanis ;Teglslr?:é:?r{nz of tnod oer capifa
with low 1980'87 moderate & moderaie moderale produtligr: €A.5Ne Hupply . of housetiotd
birth PR Severe severe & seve.e & severe per capita .oasta ngome spent on
v weighl 3 6 12 ungerweighl wasling slunting (1979-81 10 equirements all 1o0d cescals
1982-88 months  monihs  months {0-4 years) (12-23 months)  {24-59 months) 1988 1984 -86 1980 85
Middle USMR
countries (31-94)
Median 9 80 70 48 22/3 7 34 97 113 35/10
60 Ilraq 9* / 102 124 /
61  Turkey 8" 99" 91* 51" 121" 98 125 40/
62 Botswana 8* 6 93 73 15/ 19~ 51% 75 96 35/13
63  lran. Islamic Rep of 5 43%/. 23" 55~ 89 138 /
64  Viet Nam 18* 52/13 12 60* 114 105 /
65  Ecuador 10° 86 74 48 104/ )x 4 39 92 89 31/
66  Brazil 8° 66 58 34 134/3* 2" 31 i 111 35/9
67 £l Salvador 157 85 77 55 55/5 54~ 88 94 33/12
68  Tunisia 7 95" 92° Al / 3* 45¢ 90 123 42/10
69  Papua New Guinea 25~ 35/ 58 97 96 /
70  Dominican Rep 16 ' 12¢/3* 3 26* 91 109 46/13
71 Philippines 18° 79* 70" 53* 33+ 7 42 88 104 47/
72 Guyana 11 62" 38 22> 22/4 9 21 69 108 /
73 Mexico 15" 62 52* 36 /. 93 135 35/
74  Colombia 15° 80" 55° 36" 12+/2" 1 27 101 110 29/
75 Syna 88 72" 41 25°/2° 95 131 /
76 Oman 6 73" 50" 20° /. /
77 Paraguay 7 80" 77" 49> 32 /1" 117 123 30/6
78  Mongoha 10 / 95 116 /
79 Jordan 5= 80" 70° 50° / 117 121 36/
80 Lebanon 50* 40° 157 Vi 125 /
81  Thailland 12 83 79 68 26¢/4 10 28 104 105 34/
82 Venezuela 9" 50" 40¢ 30* 10/ 3 7 92 102 38/
83  SnLanka 28° 94 92 81 38+/9¢ 19 34x 88 110 48/21
84 China 5% 70" 60" / 127 1 /
85  Argentina 66 36 14 / 96 136 35/4
86 Panama 8 62 53 53 16/ 7 24 93 107 38/7
87  Albana 7 / 95 114 /
88  Korea Dem / 109 135 /
89  Korea Rep 6 58" 40" 27 / 100 122 35/
90  Uniled Arab Emurates 7' / . /
91  Malaysia 10 88° / 127 33” 138 121 30/
92 USSR 6 / 109 133 /
93  Uruguay 8 50° 43" 7er 16* 102 100 3177
Low USMR countries
(30 and under)
Median 6 47 30 .. . .. .. 102 128 R
94  Mauntus 9 79 55 40 247 16* 22" 99 121 2074
95  Yugostavia 7" / 98 139 /
96 Romania 6 / 110 127 /
97 Chile 7 23° 18° i7" 3% 1 10" 108 106 29/7
98 Tnnidad and Tobago 59° 50° 14° 7/ 5 4 7 126 /
99  Kuwait 7 47> 32" 12* 6/ 2 14 /
100 Jamaica 8* 95 82 43 NS 5+ 9 98 116 38/
101 Costa Rica 10 61 38 22 6/ 3 8 86 124 33/8
102 Bulgarna 6 J 102 145 /
103 Hungary 10 86 / 106 135 /
104 Poland 8 32 25" / 102 126 /
105 Cuba 8 / 1~ 105 135 !
106 Greece 6 / 100 147 /
107  Portugal 5 29 12 7 / 102 128 .
108 Czechoslovakia 6 / 122 141 /
109 Israel 7 / 100 118 /
110 USA 7 33 24 / 85 138 /
111 Belgum 5 / 116 146 /
112  Germany Dem 6 / 117 145 /
113 Singapore 6 I 83 124 19/
114 New Zealand 5 / 1 129 /
115 Span 1 / 110 137 /
116 Denmark 6 / 119 131 !
117 Uniled Kingdom 7 26 22 / 105 128 /
118 ltaly 7 / 98 39 /
119 Austraha 6" 56 40 10 / 97 125 /
120 Germany Fed 6 ! 112 130 /
121 Hong Kong 5 / 54 121 19/3
122 Austna 6 41 / 104 130 /
123 Norway 4r { 109 120 7
124 France 5 ! 100 130 /
125 Ireland 4 / 98 146 /
126 Netherlands 33° / m 121 /
127 Canoda 6 53 30 / 93 129 /
128 Japan 5 72 52 / 98 . 122 /
129 Swilzerfand 5 N 108 128 /
130  Sweden 4 47 23 / 92 113 /
131 Finland 4 7 i 99 13 /
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TABLE 3: HEALTH Lesson 4

Handout 1
% of % of
populanon with population with
. access to access 1o Petcentage tully immunized 1981:1987 88
Sf;%:_ aal;er hea:léxage_la‘/;ces one year cld ¢tuldren pregnant QRS
women use rate
Totalfurbanrusal Total/utbanrural ;] oP1 Paoho Meastes Tetanus 1986-87
Very high USMR
countries (over 170)
Median 34/ 69/21 41/ 80/30 26/53 14/30 9/30 21/38 5/20 11.4
1 Afghanistan 21/ 38/17 29/ 80/17 8/27 3/25 3/25 6/31 3/6 108
2 Mozambique 16/ 38/ 9 39/100/3 46/49 56/38 32/38 32/44 /43 135
3 Mali 17/ 46/10 15/ . /. 19/64 /18 /18 123 1717 22
4 Angola 30/ 87/15 30/ / /32 /12 /13 /56 /19 120
5 Sierra Leone 25/ 68/ 7 /.7 35/73 15/25 13/25 28/38 10/50 14
6 Malawi 56/ 97/50 80/ / 86/90 66/82 68/60 65/78 /63 99
7 Ethiopia 16/ 69/ 9 a6/ / 10/27 6/16 7/16 7/13 /7 225
8 Guinea 19/ 41712 32, |/ 4/31 116 /16 15727 5/6 10
9 Burkina Faso 67/ 43769 497 51/48 16/73 2/30 2/30 23/49 11/15 150
10 Niger 47/ 35/49 417 99/30 28/39 6/16 6/16 19/24 3/8 06
1" Chad /] 30/ ../ /38 /14 /14 VAYS /10 18
12 Central Atncan Rep / 13/ 45/ / 26/53 12/24 12724 16/30 13720 146
13 Somalia 34/ 58/22 27/ 50/15 3/33 /25 2/25 3/28 5/26 17
14 Mauntania /73 30/ /. 57/79 18/28 18/28 45/45 1/ 15
15 Rwanda 50/ 79/48 27/ 60725 51/91 17/80 15/78 42/79 5743 40
16 Kampuchea 3/ 10/ 2 53/ 80/50 /58 /45 /45 /38 /3 58
17 Yemen Dem 54/ 85/32 30/ / 9/50 5/35 5/35 6/28 3/5 101
18 Nepal 29/ 70725 / / 32/91 16/71 171 2/52 4/31 140
: 19  Bhutan / /19 65/ / 36/86 13/70 11/76 21/36 142 400
\ 20  Yemen 42/100/25 35/ 75/24 15/41 25/29 25/29 40/28 /3 58
21 Burundi 26/ 98/21 61/ / 65/66 38/54 6/54 30/41 25/69 295
22 Bangladesh 46/ 24749 45/ |/ 1726 1/16 1/16 /13 111 150
‘ 23  Benin R 52/ 80/34 18/ / /50 . /30 /30 . /30 /7 125
24  Madagascar 32/ 81717 56/ / 25/62 40740 /38 /35 /6 21
| 25  Sudan 21/ 60710 51/ 90/40 3/67 1/53* 1/53" 1/57* 1/20* 231
| 26 Tanzania 56/ 90742 76/ 99/72 78/94 58/81 49/81 76/88 36/54 106
27 Namibia /o ) / / / / /
28  Nigena 46/100/20 40/ 75/30 23/72 24/58 24/57 55759 11720 105
29  Bolvia 44/ 75/13 63/ 90/36 30/27 13/39 15/40 17/44 /25 210
30 Hah - 36/ 59730 70/ 80/70 60/45 14/49 3/48 /59 /56 141
High USMR
countries (85-170)
Median 50/ 75/27 69/ 95/50 55/81 36/63 34/64 23/56 10/26 1.8
31 Uganda 20/ 37/18 61/ 90/57 18/77 9/40 8/41 22/49 20/14 52
32  Gabon 92/ |/ 90/ / /96 /68 /68 /71 /60 68
33  Pakistan 44/ 83727 55/ 99/35 1177 3/64 3/64 2/55 1/26 415
34  Laos 21/ 28720 67/ / 4,27 77 77 7/19 2/7 73
35 Togo 55/ 99/41 61/ 44 /95 9/62* 9/60* 47/74" 57/72* 81
36  Cameroon 33/ 43724 41/ 44739 8/77 5/45 5/43 16/44 /26 15
37  Incha 57/ 76/50 /] 12/72 31/73 7/64 144 24/58 120
38 Liberna 55/100/23 39/ 50/30 87,62 39/28 26/28 99/55 60720 60
39 Ghana 56/ 93/39 60/ 92/45 67/56 22/33 25/33 23/47 11719 100
40  Cote d'lvorre 19/ 30/10 30/ 61/11 70/52 42/32 34,32 28/30 25/46 43
41 Zarre 33/ 52721 267 40/17 34/59 18/41 18/41 23/44 /43 100
42 Senegal 53/ 79/38 a0/ / /81 147 47 /53 j24 30
43  Lesotho 36/ 65/30 80/ / 81/90 56/77 54777 49/79 / 270
44  Zambia 59/ 76741 75/ /100 72/92 44/83 77/81 21/80 /45 320
45  Egypt - 73/ 92/56 / 71/80 82/87 84,87 65/84 10/88 510
46  Peru 55/ 73/17 75/ 63/73 18/66 18/67 24/57 4/8 36
47 Morocco 60/100/25 70/100/50 /78 43/61 45/61 /58 /33 147
48  Libyan Arab Jamahinya 97/100/90 /o 55792~ 55/52" 55/527 57 /52 6/12% 96
49  Indonesia 38/ 43/36 80/ / 55/82 /69 /70 /61 10/33 550
50  Congo 217 427 7 83/ 97/70 92/88 42/71 42/11 49/73 147 20
51 Zimbabwe /132 71/100/62 64/89 39/79 38/79 56/75 /22 13
52  Kenya 30/ 61721 I /87 /74 /75 /60 /62 260
53  Honduras 50/ 56/45 73/ 85/65 46/85 38/74 37/70 38/76 11716 450
54  Algena 68/ 85/55 88/100/80 59/95 33/65 30/65 17/58 / 150
55  Guatemala 38/ 72/14 34/ 47725 29/38 42/47 42/55 8/54 118 170
56  Saudi Arabia 97/100/88 97/100/88 49/93 53/89 52/89 12/80 /50 385
57  South Alnca /o /] / / / / /
58  Nicaragua 49/ 76/11 83/100/60 65/89 23/51 52/83 20/55 /25 230
59  Myanmar 27/ 36/24 33/100/11 15/45 5/23 /13 4 6/24 211

Nole nations are histed in descending order of their 1988 under five mortality rates (see lable 1)
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Lesson 4

Handout 1

% of % of
populatgn with populalion with
access 10 access lo Percenlage fully immumzed 1981/1987-88
s]aé;;vaal;r neailgage.g;ces one-year old children pregnant ORS
women use fale
Totaljutbansrural Totalfutban/rural 8 pP? Poig Meastes Tetanus 1986-87
Middie USMR
countries (31-94)
Median 76/ 90/52 80/ 96/67 60/85 47(78 47/80 43/69 18/40 25.0
60 Iraq 87/100/54 93/ 97/70 76/87 13/86 16/86 33/78 4/56 439
61 Turkey 78/ 95/63 /] . 42/64 64/77 69/77 52/65 /7
62  Botswana 54/ 84746 89/100/85 80/99 64/89 71/89 68/83 32/61 350
63  Iran. Istamic Rep of 76/ 95/55 78/ 35/60 6/73 29/80 47780 48/90 2/50 150
64  Viet Nam 46/ 70/39 80/100/75 /64" /56* /58* /54* J 20.0
65  Ecuador 58/ 81/31 62/ 90/30 82/86 26/54 19/57 31/52 4/5 240
66 Brazil 78/ 85/56 /] 62/67 47/54 99/89 73/60 / 320
67  El Salvador 52/ 68740 56/ 80740 47/65 42/61 38/62 44/63 20/19 260
68 Tunisia 68/100/31 90/100/80 65/85 36/91 37/91 65/83 2/34 201
69  Papua New Guinea 27/ 95/15 /. 64/79 50/48 32/48 . /A6 17 105
70 Dominican Rep 63/ 85/33 80/ ./ 34/51 27/80 42/79 17/71 26/87 320
71 Philippines 52/ 49/54 /] 61795 51/79 44778 177 37/37 100
72 Guyana 77/100/65 89/ / /64 45/64 37/69 /55 /57 98
73 Mexico 77/ 89/47 45/ 41772 41/60 85/95 33/70 / 279
74 Colombta 92/100/76 60/ / 57/99 20/74 22/94 26/74 6/40 56
75  Syna 76/ 98/54 76/ 92/60 36/86 14/58 14/58 14/51 3/40 284
76  Oman 53/ 90749 917100/90 49/96 9/88 9/88 6/86 27470 186
77 Paraguay 29/ 53/ 8 61/ 90/38 42/56 28/57 26/82 16/63 6/64 324
78  Mongoha !/ /] 53/53 99/79 99/74 /61 / 410
79  Jordan 96/100/88 97/ 98/95 /2 81/98 87/98 40/87 2/54 370
80  Lebaron 93/ 95/85 ;] / 791 /91 /81 / 29
81 Thatland 64/ 56/66 70/ / 71797 52/80 22780 /60 27/61 300
82  Venezuela 90/ 93/65 T, 77778 54/51 75/68 4349 ; 280
83  SnlLanka 40/ 82/29 93/ |/ 58,81 45/83 49/85 /68 48/38 346
84 China / 85/ /! /98 /96 /95 /95 / 50
85  Argentina 56/ 63/17 71/ 80/21 63/74 46/61 38/70 73/68 / 29
86 Panama 837100764 80/ 95/64 77/91 49/75 50/73 53/75 ;27 340
87 Albania /! A 93/92 94/96 92/94 90/96 /
88 Korea Dem /] ! 52/69 52/62 51/70 31/35 / 02
89  Korea Rep 77/ 90/48 93/ 97/86 42/86 61/86 62/87 5/96 /
90 United Arab Emirates /! 90/ / 18/92 45/71 45/71 42/58 / 130
91 Malaysia 84/ 96/76 /] 91/96 54772 61/72 /54 20/53 106
92 USSR /] / /93" 95/79* 95/80" 95/79 /
93  Uruguay 85/ 95727 82/ / 76/98 57/82 58/82 95/72 18/13 504
Low U5MR countries
(30 and under)
Median R AP Y A . ./90 84 /90 90/94 70/83 R
94  Mauntius 10071007100 100/100/100 87/88 82/87 82/87 J73 1/65 44
95  Yugoslavia /! /o 99/87 90/90 95/90 95/92 /
96  Romania /] ! /95 /92 /94 /90 /
97  Chile 94/ 98/71 97/ |/ 100/98 97/96 96/96 93/95 /
98  Trnmidad and Tobago 98/100/95 99/ / / 52/80 55/82 j72 /60 531
99  Kuwait 197/ 100/ / /3 54/69 76/69 66/63 30/2 96
100 Jamaica 96/ 99/93 0/ / /96 39/82 37/83 /68 50/50 62
101 Costa Rica 91/100/83 80/100/63 81/87 83/87 85/86 71797 /90 730
102 Bulgana /] !/ 97 /99 97/99 98/99 98/93 98/
103  Hungary !/ /] 99/99 99/99 98/99 99/92 /
104 Poland / ] /] 95/95 95/98 95/99 65/96 /
105 Cuba /] / 97/98 67/94 82/94 49/85 / 700
106 Greece !/ / 95/ 95/83 95/93 /82 /
107  Portugal ! ;7 74/71 75/78 16/80 70/84 /
108 Czechoslovakia /] / 95/99 95/99 95/98 95/98 /
109 Israel ! N, 70/ 84/87 91/93 69/89 /
110 USA /7 . / /37 24 96,82 /
111 Belgum / /] /90 95/95 99/97 50/50 /
112 Germany Dem /] / 95/99 80/94 90/97 95/99 /
113 Singapore 100/100; 100/100/ 83/92 87/98 88/97 57794 /90
114 New Zealand A ) j20” ¥2,70% /84" /60" /
115 Span /! / / / 174 /78 /81 /
116 Denmark / / 95/85 85/94 97/100 /82 /
117 United Kingdom Y ! /96 44/70 71/87 52/76
118 ltaly o ;o /30 /88 /95 /21 j
119 Australia [ /i / / / /68" /
120 Germany Fed P I 40/30* 50/97* 80/95 35/50" /
121 Hong Kong ;o I 99/99 84/94 94/86 /85 /90
122 Austna ;o I 90/90 90/90 90/90 90/60 /
123 Norway P /!y /90 /80 /80 /87 /
124  France ;o ) 80,98 79/96 80/97 /41 /
125 lreland ) /o /80 36/45 76/90 /63 /
126 Netherlands [ [ / 97/97 97/97 93/93 /
127 Canada P /o / /85 /85 /85 /
128 Japan !/ /! 85/85~ /83° 195" 173’ /
129  Swatzerland I i /90 /92 /98 /70 /
130 Sweden ;! /] /12t 99/99" 99/98* 56/93 /
131 Finland /7 / 90/80* 92/94* 90/95* 70/87" /
Q
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Lesson 4
Handout 2

UN1CETF in Action

fe Water an itati

Fact: Less than a third of the children living in developina countries
have access to safe water and adequate sanitation. Since 1981, some
700 million more people in developing nations have access to safe
water; 480 million more have basic sanitation. Most countries now
combine safe water programs and sanitation programs with improved
personal hygiene. Better pipes and handpumps help distribute water
better and cut down costs. About 60% of ail rural developing world
families are still without water and almost 9 out of 10 have no safe
sanitation.

Nutrition:

Fact: Half of children under five in developing countries suffer from
nutritional anemia. Much of the child's growth is determined by the
time the infant is 5 years old. UNICEF pays special attention to
nutrition, by encouraging the choice of appropriate foods, by educating
families about nutrition and by helping families make use of outside
services.

ral_Rehydration Ther RT):

Fact: Three million children under five in developing countries die
each year from acute diarrhoea and related causes. the largest sinale
cause of death of young children, Ninety six countries are now
operating diarrhoeal disease control programs, which advise mothers,
women's groups, religious leaders and traditional healers on the
importance of the correct treatment. These programs teach people to
administer (by mouth) a simple starch or sugar and salt mixture that
can save the lives of thousands of diarrhoea affected children. Cost of
treatment approximates only $.18 (eighteen cents).

Br F ing:
Fact: Millions of malnutrition-related deaths could be averied by

encouraging a return to breast-feeding, UNICEF educates mothers to

~J
oc
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the fact that breastfeeding protects against the frequency, duration
and severity of diarrhea. Breast milk cecntains at least six anti-
infection agents. It is also the most nutritious and hygenic food for a
baby, as well as the least expensive.

Universal Immunization:

Fact: Each year roughly three and a quarter million child die from one
of the six diseases which can be prevented by immunijzation. The six
killer diseases are measles, polio, diptheria, whooping cough, tetanus,
and TB. Approximately only 40% of children in developing countries are
presently fulled immunized against these diseases. The tiotal cost of
immunizing one child against the 6 child-kiling and maiming diseases
for a lifetime is $10.00.

Your Reflections
1. It is stated above that breast-feeding is the "most nutritious and
hygenic food for a baby." !n what ways might the use of formulae in
developing countries pot be the most practical or healthiest choice?
What other areas of concern listed above might be interconnected with
the breast feeding question?

2. How is severe diarrhoea and the resulting dehydration treated in the
United States? For what reasons is the ORT therapy used in developing
countries (rather than the same treatment used in U.S. hospitals)?

3. Solutions to many of the world's childhood health concerns are
relatively inexpensive. In your cpinion, for what reasons are adequate
funds not being allocated to ensure these solutions?
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Lesson 4
Handout #3a

Porr Domeland

Latitude and Dowgitude: ____ Capitel:

Population: @rea:

Climate:

GNP/ per capita: Life expectancy:
Jnfant movtality vate: Under 5 movtality:
Female and male adult litevacy vate: male ; Female
Skeich of your tountry: Bour country's flag:

Countrizs and/ov bodizs of fater that border your sovntey:

Brizf degcription of your tountry's histovy:
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Lesson 4 e

Handout #3b

EGhents Pappening in pour country &t thig time in pistory:

What I like most about your sountvy/culiure:

Q 8 1
ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Lesson 4
Handout #3c

Bour Rights to Survival

Foods pou will 2at in your fivst yeav of life:

Cereal:

Meat:

Pegetables and fruits:

MilR/ Baivy Produsts:

Bour faborite food:

Sketch of clothing pou will wedr ag an infant and young child:

Iufant Bovng ChHildy

Sketth amd herdal description of the shelier in Which you will live:

Skeith
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Lesson 4
Handout #3d

The greatest threats to your surbdival:

Immunisations you will weed:

The Hurdival Rit

1 habve thoughtiwlly, lobingly, and savefully prepared for you a kit
that containg, popefully, all that pout Wwill weed to surbide. Bou will
find all of the follotwing in it:

To:
From:
Contents: Fragile - Dandle With Care!

I»}
O RAVY]




RO LN BRI ERE BT TR - W R 1 T e o

~

PTUINDRI N
A

Lesson 4
Handout #4

SILENCE

. senior prom. Curran said Alexander

i Timothy Curran was 17 when the
Boy Scouts awarded him its highest
honor, the Eagle Scout rank.

-

O ©

—
a

6

But months later, Curran was sum-
moned to a meeting at the Boy
Scout’s Mount Diablo Council office
in nearby Wainut Creek. Executive
Director Quentin Alexander told him
that he could not continue in scout-
ing because officials had learned that
he had taken a male date to his m
told him that “homosexuality and
v Scouting are not compatible.”
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Lesson 4: Additional Resources o

1. Amerlcan Assaclatlon for World Health- Newsletter and subscription to World Health,
official magazine of WHO UN agency; Contact: American Association for World Health, 2001 S Street
NW, Suite 520, Washington, DC, 20069, 202-265-0268.

2. Healthy Children, Healthy World- Curriculum materials that will introduce students in grades
6-10 to the concepts of child survival and GOB! (an acronym that stands for Growth monitoring, Oral
rehydration therapy, Breastfeeding, and Immunization) in ann interdiscipiinary fashion. Contact: US
Committee on UNICEF, 333 E 38th St, New York, NY 10016, 212-686-5522. .

3. Louder Than Words- An anthology of work by well known artists that address the issue of
homelessness; other publications will address racism, censorship, and literacy; Contact: Midwest
Booksellers for Social Responsibilty, c/o The Hungry Mind Bookstore, 1648 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN
55105.

4. State of the Worlds Chlldren- Annual report by UNICEF with commentary and charts.
Contact: Education Department, Att: CAGE, US Committee on UNICEF, 333 East 38th St, New York,
NY 10016.

5. UNICEF Day (October 31)- Information and materials on observing this day, including Halloween
collection boxes; Contact: US Committee on UNICEF-United Nations Children's Fund, 333 East 38th St,
New York, NY, 10016, 212-686-5522.

6. UNICEF {(United Nations Children Fund)- Originally (1946) designated to meet the emergency @
needs of children in post war regions, this organization, (entirely funded on volunteer contributions

from governments, organiztions, and individuals, today) is involved in long range programmes;

Contact: UNICEF Headquarters, UNICEF House, 3 UN Plaza, New York, NY, 10017, USA.

7. United States Commitiee for UNICEF- a national committee of the United Nations' UNICEF
agency that has a variety of classroom materials and resources readily available; also greeting card

catalogues; Contact: US Committee for UNICEF- United Nations Children’s Fund, 212-326-7706 (sce #
3 address).

8. World Food Day (October 16)- Information and materiale on observing this day;, Contact:
National Committee for World Food Day, 1001 22nd St Nw, Washington, DC, 20037, 202-653-2404.

9. World Health Day (April 7)-Information and materials on observing this day; resource
materials also available; Contact: World Health Organization, NY Liaison Office, Room DC 2-0976,
United Nations, NY, 10017, 212-963-6005.

10. World Health Organization- An intergovernmental specialized agency that reports to the UN
Economic and Social Council that publishes a monthly periodical on ite work and accomplishments in the
health area; Contact: WHO, 22, Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva, Swiicerianc.
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LESSON FIVE
The Right to Development

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust 2nd sugar over-
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy ioad.

Or does it explode?
Langston Hughes

Every child has the right to a standard of living
adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and social development.

The right to affection, love and understanding.

The right to adequate nutrition and medical care.
The right to free education.

The right to full opportunity for play and recreation.
The right to a name and nationality.

The right to special care, if handicapped.

The right to be among the first to receive relief in
times of disaster.

Tlie right to learn to be a useful member of society and
to develop individual abilities.

The right to be brought up in the spirit of peace and
universal brotherhood.

"and a shapely, sun-brov.n woman with a look of the most intense
anticipation of good on her face. It was a face that expected every-
thing in nature fo open, unresistingly to it. A face that said YES
not once but cver and over again. It was one of those faces that
people have when they have been sufficiently kissed as very young
babies and small children.” Alice Walker, Temple of My Familiar,

p. 278.

8O
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Objecti .
Teacher and/or students will review all rights to development and
choose those upon which the class will focus.

Students wili identify factors that interfere with the child's right to
development.

Students will identify the consequences to the child and to society
(global as well as local) when children are denied the right to
development.

Students will review ways in which UNICEF and other national and
international efforts work to grant rights of development to children.
Students will research their chosen country in regard to rights of
development and make entries relative to these rights in the Childhood
Log of their infant twin.

Students will find pictures in magazines and other print media
illustrating a child's right to development and add them to the class
collage.

Materials N

Lesson 5, Handout 1: Listing of Rights of Development

Lesson 5, Handout 2: Detailed description of Rights of Development
Lesson 5, Handout 3: "Homeless Children Come to School”

Lesson 5, Handout 4: Childhood Log

Set Induction:
-You have made survival kits for your infant twins and if your twin
receives these basics, his/her chances for survival to adulthood are

good. But is survival all you wanted for this child when the class made
its list in the first lesson?

-The class designated some rights as Rights of Development. Let's
first clarify what is development. In what ways do humans "develop"?
Intellectually, emotionally, physically, socially, spiritually. Is one Kind
of development more important than another?

Learning n

-"Which rights did we decide were rights to development?” Have
students review original class listing and then give them either
Lesson 5, Handout #1 or Handout #2. In introducing this activity,
be sure that the language and intent of each right is understood by
students. For instance, "First to receive relief in the time of disaster.”

5%




students review original class listing and then give them either
Lesson 5, Handout #1 or Handout #2. In introducing this activity,
be sure that the language and intent of each right is understood by
students. For instance, "First to receive relief in the time of disaster.”
From what disasters might children need relief? In what forms would
"relief" come in the case of an earthquake? A war? Are there areas of
the world more susceptible than others to certain kinds of disaster?

-Using Handouts #1 and/or #2, have students classify each right
under the categories to which they are most primary: Is the Right to
Education primarily a component of social, emctional, physical,
spiritual, or intellectual development? Share classifications in smali
groups and with total class.

-Instruct students to individually choose five of the rights they
consider most important/and or essential to a heaithy life. In small
groups, have students come to consensus on the three they consider the
most important. Have groups report their decisions and the reasons for
making their choices to the whole group. Record group choices and then
discuss findings:

*Ask students to comment on the difficulty of selecting three
most important.

Were there any rights consistently reported in the top three?
Why do you think these were chosen so often?

*Were any of your original choices changed by the thinking of
of your classmates in sharing their choices?

*Thinking globalily, which of the Rights to Development do you
think are most often not available to children of the world?

*Which of the Rights to Development do you think are most
often not available to children in the United States?

*What do you think is the most common cause of denial of
Rights to Development?

-Read to students the statistics that foliow. After each, have them
individuaily (on paper) designate which of the Rights to Development is
being abrogated. After reading, discuss as a class.

*The Children's Defense Fund lists the following statistics:
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Every 8 seconds a child in the United States drops out of school.
Every 26 seconds a child in the United States runs away from
home.

Every 60 seconds a teenager in the United States has a baby.
Every 7 minutes a child in the United States is arrested for
drugs.

Every 30 minutes a child in the United States is arrested for
drunk driving.

Every 53 minutes a child in the United States dies from
poverty-related causes.

More than 20 percent of American chidiren live below the
officiai poverty line.

In the United States, 100,000 children are homeless.

Over 11 million children in the U.S. have no health insurance
and lack adquate access to health care.

-How important are rights to development? Do you think they are more
important, less important, or as important as rights to survival?
What might life be like for a survivor who has very few, if any, rights
to development? Are there children in the world who survive without
many of the rights to development?

-Are there children in this state, city, or neighborhood without many cf
the rights to development? Give students article "Homeless Children
Come to School” (Lesson 5, Handout #3). Discuss.

-"In studying the Rights of the Child, we must constantly search for the
reason why these rights are denied to children. You know that it is not
the fault of your infant twin if it does not survive the first five years
of life. It is most rarely the fault of the child's parents if the child
does not survive the first five years. Then why does it happen? There
are historical and political answers to the why. It is essential that
we understand the forces that victimize the children and their parents
in order to be able to envision solutions. If | fail, in my role in leading
us through this inquiry, to ask that important gquestion, "WHY?" , |
encourage you to constantly bring it to our attention.” Ask students

about the WHY? related to the article they just read about the
homeless children.

-"A second very important question to ask relative to this study is:

&)




What are the consequences to the individual, to society, to the
nation, to the world, of children being denied rights to development.?
What are the costs to the individual of being severely malnourished as
a child? What are the costs of that same malnutrition to the
community in which that child lives? What is the cost to the nation of
that child?"

-"Because there are so many rights to development, it would be a very
long process to look at each one in depth. Consequently, the class will
study the right to education/literacy together (See Lesson 5, Part 2),
providing a model of sorts, for your own individual/group study of a
particular right to development in the country/cuiture of your infant
twin.

-The pnext step is for you to continue study of the country/culture of
your infant twin, looking for information relative to his/her
development and to decide upon a particular Right to Developmient to
study in more depth--one about which you can report to your small
group or to the class. This report shnuld be specific to a Right to
Development in your country/cuiture of study. Recoid information you
find in Childhood Log, Lesson 5, Handouts #4. (it would be wise to
look at the Log for this lesson together, before they begin, to clarify
any questions they might have about what information is asked for.)

losure:
Closure to this lesson will occur at the end of Lesson 5, Part 2.

Assignment: Find pictures, poems, headlines, stories, etc. about a
child's rights to development being either achieved or denied. They will
share these with classmates and add them to class collage.

I

81




32

Lesson 5
Handout #1

Rights to Pehelopment

Every child has the right to a standard of living
adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and sociali development.

The right to affection, love and understanding.

The right to adequate nutrition and medical care.
The right to free education.

The right to full opportunity for play and recreation.
The right to- a name and nationality.

The right to special care, if handicapped.

The right tc be among the first to receive relief in
times of disaster.

The right to learn to be a useful member ofsociety and
to develop individual abilities.

The right to be brought up in the spirit of peace and
universal brotherhoon.

J1
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Lesson 5
Handout #2

Rights to PehHelopment

The Right to Develop--in a safe environment, through the provision
of formal education, constructive play, advanced health care and the

opportunity to participate in the social, economic, religious and
political life of the culture--free from discrimination.

Article 7

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from
birts tc a name, the right to acqguire a nationality, and, as far as possible,
the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.

Article 8

1. States Parties undertake the respect the right of the child to preserve his or
her identity, including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by
law without unlawful interference.

2. Where a child is deprived of some or all of the elements of his or her identity, States
Parties shall provide appropriate assistance and protection, with a view to speedily re-
establishing his or her identity.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her
parents against their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial
review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is
necessary for the best interests of the child. Such determination may be necessary in a
particular case such as one involving abuse or neglect of the child by the parents, or one
where the parents are living separately and a decision must be made as to the child's place of
residence.

2. In any proceedings pursuant to paragraph 1, all interested parties shall be given an
oppurtunity to participate in the proceedings and make their views known.

3. States Parties shall respect the right of the child who is separated from one or both
parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both parents on a regular
basis, except if it is contrary to the child's best interests.

Article 10
1. Applications by a child or his or her parents to enter or leve a State Party for the

e
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for the purpose of family reunification shall be deait with by States Parties
in a positive, human and expeditious manner.

2. A child whose parents reside in different States shall have the right to maintain
on a regular basis save in exceptional circumstances personal relations and direct
contacts with both parents.

Article 18

1. States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the
principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing
and development of the child.

2. States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to parents and legal guardians in the
performance of their child-rearing responsibilities and shall ensure the development of
institutions, facilities and services for the care of children.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that ch|ldren of working
parents have the right to benefit from child care services and facilities for which they are
eligible.

Article 23

1. States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child
should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity,
promote self-relicance, and facilitzte the child's active aprticpation in the
community.

2. States Parties shall promote in the spirit of international cooperation the exchange of
appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and of medical, psychological
and functional treatment of disabled children, including dissemination of and access to
information concerning mathods of rehabilitation education and vocational services, with the
aim of enabling States Parties to improve their capabilities and skills and to widen their
experience in these areas. In this regard, particular account shall betake of the needs of
developing countries.

Article 24
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of
iliness and rehabilitation of health. The States Parties shall strive to ensure that no
child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care service.
2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall
take appropriate measures:

a. To diminish infant and child mortality

b. To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care to all
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children with emphasis on the development of primary health care.
c. To combat disease and malnutrition including within the framework of primary
health care, through inter alia the application of readily available technology and
through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking water, taking
into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental poliution,
d. To ensure appropriate pre- and post-natal health care for expectant mothers,
e. To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are suported in the use of, basic knowledge
of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breast-feeding, hygiene and
environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents,
f. To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents, and family planning
education and services.
3. States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view o abolishing
traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

Articie 26
1. E&'ates Parties shall recognize for every child the right to benefit from social
security, including sociali insurance.

Articie 27

1. States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living
adequate for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social
development.

2. The parent(s) or others resposonsible for the child have the primary responsibility to
secure, within their abilities, the conditions of living necessary for the child's development.
States Parties shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for
the child to implement this right.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures o secure the recovery of maintenance
(child support payments) for the child from the parents or other persons having financial
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad.

Article 28

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to
achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in
particular:

a. make primary education compulsory and available free to all;

b. encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, make them available
and accessible to every child;

c. make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate
means;
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d. make educational and vocational information and guidance available and accessbile to all
children; '

e. take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out
rates.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is
administered in a manner consistent with the child's human dignity and in conformity with
the present Convention.

3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating
to education. '

Article 29

1. States Parties agree that the education of the chiid shall be directed to:

a. the development of the child's personality, talents, and mental and physical
abilities to their fuilest potential;

b. the development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, and
for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations;

c. the development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural
identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which
the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate,and for
civilizations different from his or her own;

d. the preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the
spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality to sexes, and friendship
among all peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of
indigenous origin;

e. the respect for the natural environment.

Article 30

In those states in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorites or persons of indigenous
origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not
be denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy
his or her own culture, to profess and practice his or her own religion, or
to use his or her sawn language.

Article 31

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in
play and recreationai activities appropriate to the age of the child - and to
participate freely in cultural life and the arts.

2. State Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to fully participate
in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal
opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.




HOMFELESS

Lesson 5
Handout #3

By KArRIN CHENOWETH AND CATHY FREE

IN CLASSROOMS across the country. there are children who
come to school each morning after spending the night in
barracks-style shelters. All too often. instead of spending their
evenings doing homework, they've had to keep a watchful eye on
drug abusers, street criminals, or former mental patients living
alongside them. Frequently separated from other family
members, wearing clothing that may make them targets of
ridicule, and denied a decent breakfast—thanks to shelter
policies that rigidly schedule meals without regard to school
opening times—chese youngsters may be too busy keeping body
and soul together to learn the lessons, the sports, and the social
skills that we are trying to teach.

According to the Children’s Defense Fund, these youngsters
are among an estimated 50,000 to 500,000 homeless children,
many of whom are of school age. The National Conference of
Mayors estimated that in 1988 the demand for shelter by
;amiiies increased by 22 percent after increasing 32 percent in
1987.

The increasing number of homeless children means schools
will have to become more responsive to their special needs. This
will mean rethinking certain bureaucratic rules—for example,
homeless children often have been denied admission to school
because their parents were unable to produce the coin of the
realm: the necessary birth certificates, guardianship papers, and
immunization records. School attendance may also be foreclosed
by lack of money for transportation to a school no longer
nearby, for school supplies, and for adequate clothing. Schools
may also have to get involved in providing or coordinating such
special services as health care, counseling services, and before-
and after-school care, and special tutoring programs—services
that would benefit the non-homeless as well.

This autumn, Congress will consider amendments .o the
McKinney Act on Education for Homeless Children that address
these issues and fund demonstration projects thar madel how
best to provide needed services to homeless child:en.

The lives they live and the problems they bring to school ise
best described by the students themselves.

Interviews of Washington, D.C.-area children were
conducted and edited by Karin Chenoweth, a freelance
writer. Salt Lake City interviews were conducted and edited
by Cathy Free, a wriccr for the Salt Lake Tribune who,
along with photographer George Janecek, is preparing a book
011 homeless children.
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CHILDREN

COME TO SCHOOL

ANTHONY, 12, has lived in the Capital City Inn and Pins
Motor Hozel, two shelters run by the Washington, D.C.,
government that are most notorious for drug dealing and violence.
When he and his mother left one of the shelters to live in an
apartment, drug gangs used their new home as a crack house. For
one year, Tony lived with his brother and stepfather and arnended
Middleton Valley Academy, a public school outside Washingron. In
August, he moved back with his mother, who again was living in a
city shelter. In Auguse, Tony still did not know what school he
would be artending in the fall.
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Middleton Valley—that's my best school, because they taughe
me a lot. and you go on nice trips. They taught us upper math
when | was in the fifth grade. They taughe us upper English.
They don't know about saying it's hard.

Middleton Valley was my favorite school, because they had
good teachers and they calmed me down. When | went there, |
was the wildest kid there. | used to be getting into fights all the
time. And | was lazy and didn't do my work. But they calmed
me down and got me back on track. My teacher—I thought she
would give me a D—but she gave me a C in behavior. When |
saw that C, it made me cry. | knew she had confidence in me.
Afrer that [ was on the right track.

When [ first got there, | looked ugly and people called me
stinky. I ain't had any friends. [ wore pants so tight they cut off
my circulation. And my shirt was big, the sleeves hung down. It
was my brother's shirt. [ wanted to ay. I used to cry alot, I'll be
honest with you. Then I told my sister, and she bought me some
clothes. They was cool. They made me look good...That's why 1
love my sister. She’s like a second mother to me. She always
made sure | had food and clothes.

When the teacher asks where I live, [ just ignore her or tell
her no, I don't want to tell you, its private. When the kids find
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out you live in a shelter, they make fun of you, call you stinky.
One time, the first day | went, | only went one day, and never
went back. 'Cause they teased me. [ ditched school for a week,
then went to another school. My mother transferred me. At [the
new school] they didn't care I was in the shelter.

[The shelter I'm living in now] is clean, I'll give it that. The
only thing wrong is it has giant rats. Not inside, but just outside.
The Pitts, that was filthy. Capital Cicy—that's tore down, nrw—
that was the filthiest. Lots of violations. Not fit for human
habitation.

(Living in the shelter] is very difficult. People are run:.ng up
and down, babies crying, a lot of troubles. Not too many drugs
in this one, but in every other one. . .

My best friend’s mother got shot for being a witness. She had
a baby. She saw a robbery and she testified. And they came out
and shot her. Her son was my best friend, and I used to go with
his sister. The father is left with seven kids. She was real nice.
She be one of the nicest ladies in the shelter. Shed give the kids
moncy sometimes.

I want to be a lawyer. If I can go to college, I want to be a
lawyer or a doctor. If I don't get the grades or the money for
college, I'll go into the army or be a policeman and move to

‘LA, because thar's where the action is. I want to be part of the

acton.
I want two or three kids. And I want to bring them up
different from what I lived. 1 don't want them living in a shelter.

CRYSTAL, 17, lives ar Washington D.C.s Independent
Living Program of the Sasha Bruce Youthwork. She is working for
her high school equivalency.

I dropped out of eighth grade because my mother was’
homeless at the time and I didn't want people to know | was
living at the shelter. Plus, I was smoking drugs, and drugs was on
my mind. PCP, crack cocaine, and alcohol. [To get the money) |
did whatever I had to do.

We came from New Jersey—Paterson. My cousins used to
steal my mother’s money. She would get a check and pay the
rent, and they would steal the rest of the money. My mother got
tired of it, so she went to the shelter. Then they moved us into
this apartment, and there was only one bedroom, so my mother
took us to another shelter [the Capital City Inn, in Washingron,
D.C]. At the shelter | started smoking cocaine. Everybody was
smoking crack cocaine there.

You can't be nothing without an education. (I want to be a}
surgical nurse or computer operator. 1 always wanted to be a
nurse. When [ was litdle, I would always play nurse and bandage
up with Band-Aids. And [ always liked computers, too. [After |
get my GED] I'll go to nursing school [or a computer training
program].

When I was in the fifth grade, I we< smoking PCP. | wanted
to learn, but I couldn’t comprehend because of the PCP. [ was
smoking all the tme, and it was like I couldn't function. But 1
still passed.

I thought [smoking PCP} was good, because everybody else
was smoking it. But I didn't notice until last year that it had an
effect on me, that I couldn’t learn because drugs were eating up

my brain cells. . . .

e #%

Art. 1CAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS 29




Q
E MC 30 AMERICAN EpucaTOR

IToxt Provided by ERI

[

AR s 42+ S
'—'.‘:J.U-o;lw;-«f-.z\ g
, Lo 1

PHOTOGRIUE BY GFORGE R JANFCER

SACGCB is 1/ years old and the oldest of seven children.
His family has been on the move, traveling from one town to
the next, all of his life. For three months, his family lived in
Salt Lake Citys family shelter.

It's not hard to say good-bye to friends anymore. I can
say good-bye easy. I'm used to it, now. All my life, we've
traveled oft and on because my daddy likes to travel. The
carliest thing I remember was when [ was 6, and we
traveled down to San Bernardino, California, where I was
born. This time, my daddy came here because he says he
wants 2 new job and wants to get a house for cheap. 1
don't really understand it, I guess. The last time we were
in Salt Lake City in the summer of, [ think, 1987, we
stayed at the shelter three months, then moved into a nice
house Daddy had a good job, and I thought we were
going to stay. But we lefr again. We always leave.

I've lived all over  Vashington, North Carolina,
Montana, California, Oregon, Utah, and a few places I
was too little to remember. I've been to a fot of schools—
about ten, I think. The longest time I ever went to school
was when we lived in Oregon for a lot of years. My daddy
was a craftsman in Oregon. He made a lot of metal tools.
We even had ourselves a five-bedroom house, and I had
my own room because I'm the oldest. In my room, I put
all my posters on the wall, and I had a dresser where |
used to stack my little drawings. [ had my own bunk bed.

I don't like to travel. My mom doesn't cither. She keeps
saying that if Daddy keeps traveling, she's going to run
away. See, when you travel, you have to sleep in the car
and sit for hours and hours, from 8 in the morning until
10 at night. We don't stop except for getting gas and
something to eat or going to the bathroom.

Traveling, we usually don't get nothing hot to eat. We

&

cat donuts for breakfast, and for lunch we get stuff for
sandwiches. Dinner is usually donuts and milk or potaro
chips. If there’s no money, we usually ger donation money
by stopping at a church. They'll usually put you in a
motel and tell you «:ere to get something free to eat.
Sometimes, you want more to eat, but you don’t dare say
anything because there’s too many other people who need
to eat, too. So you just sit there. The longest I ever went
without food was one whole day. I was real glad o get
something the next morning,.

Because we've traveled so much, I've missed a lot of
school. The last time I was in school before now was
when we were in this shelter last year. And we only got to
go a few days because we left the shelter in September,
right after school started. So I missed a whole year.
Usually, Daddy would drive us to a school near where we
were camping, but this time, we didn’t do that because we
were moving so much. I'm supposed to be in the fifth
grade, but I'm in the third, because I'm so far behind.

I got lonely, not going to school. The first day coming
here we got so excited about going to school again, we
kept telling Mom, “Hurry, hurry! Ler's get ready! We're
going to miss it!” Stacey, the teacher, was surprised at how
good my reading was and asked me how come I knew so
much. I told her that I'd been practicing, so the next time
I went to school, I'd know exactly what to do. I love doing
mathematics. On the road, I'd have Mom make up some
problems for me, and I'd solve them. And I'd practice my
spelling while we traveled, too. We'd pass a sign on the
road and I'd memorize how it was spelled. There were
names of towns, cafes, stores—that kind of stuff. 14 spell
it out loud in the car and Mom would tell me if I gor it

right.
o8 LOPY KUk as
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JOHN, 16, is living in the Independent Living Program
of the Sasha Bruce Youthwork. He is preparing to enter tenth
ade.

ng can’t stay with my grandmother, ’cause she’s in a
senior citizen home. And I can’t stay with my mother,
because—I like her but I can't stand her attitude. I can't
stay with my father because I don't know where he is. He
don' stay with his girlfriend any more. I got some [aunts
and uncles), but I don't really know where any of them are
at.

When | was going to elementary school, I just kept
getting transfered from school to school. My mother said
she didn't feel it was a good school. One year I got
transfered at least five times in one year. I had to stay
back, because I never got to complete the whole semester.

And then she said I was doing good. I was getting As
and Bs or Bs and Cs, something like that. I ain’t never
brought home a bad grade. Except for when I got in
junior high, in the seventh grade, because I started
hooking school and stuff, and then I started doing drugs
and stuff like that, and then I didn’t want to go to school
no more.

This boy I used to know—he was getting [the cocaine]
from somebody. He was selling it for them, and I was
selling it for him. . . He'd give me a certain amount, tell
me to sell that. I'd bring him back the money, and hed
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give me what I earned. And then after that, I'd go buy
some shoes anc clothes. In one night I'd earn at least
about $1,000. Every night I had about $500. I had about
fifty pair of tennis shoes. I had a lot of clothes, but I had
more shoes than I had clothes. I had a whole lot of
sweatsuits.

Really I don't think it’s worth it. When you're selling
drugs, you've got to watch your back all the time to see if
somebody’s going to rob you or if the police can come and
lock you up.

Most of the time I have to control my attitude. Because
when I was in the fourth grade, I had this real bad
attitude. If somebody made me mad, I would just curse
them out. I'm trying to get away from that. It gets me in
trouble like that. It keeps me away from a lot of things in
life that I want.

(I want to] try and become an artist or a carpenter.
Mostly I like to work with my hands. It don't really have
to be a carpenter; it could be like working on cars or
something. I like to make things and work on something.

I stopped dealing drugs because | felt that education
was more important than money. You can always ger
money. .

39
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PHOTYNRAPH BY GEOKGE R. JANECEK

KATRINA i 10 and lived ar Salt
Lake Cisys homeless shelter with her
mozher, stepfather, and 17-year-old
sister. The family was evicted from their
Midvale, Utah, apartment. "My mom
lost her job,” she says, “and was bekind
on the rent. The man told us we had
two hours to get out and we didn't
know where else to go. So we came
here.”

[ hate being homeless. People look
at you like you're no good. I'm
embarrassed when people come in to
bring clothes or food and see me
here, because they're rich and I'm not.
When I ger older, I want to ride in a
big limo for a few hours to see what
it's like to be rich. I've always
wondered what it would be like to
buy whatever I want. If I were rich, I
wouldn't have to eat slop from the
soup kitchen and stand in line with
all those homeless men. They
sometimes scare me. I don't want to
end up like them—old and dirty,
living in the gurtter and gerting beat
up all the time.

But I know what it’s like to be beat
up, too. [ hated living in Midvale
because every day I was beat up by
stuck-up girls, and teachers were
always grabbing my arm real hard
when I was noisy and kicking me out

Q
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of class. At that school in Midvale,
other kids would give me dirty looks
and tease me. Sometimes, I'd have to
wear the sam clothes twice, or I'd get
up late and have to run to school
without brushing my hair. I didn’t
look 1s nice as the other kids. I didn't
have new clothes, so they'd push me
and tease me.

I remember this one girl, Sarah.
Everybody thought she was real
pretty, but I thought she was ugly
because she was mean. She'd call me
names in front of everybody. She'd
call me “poor.” “Poor girl, poor girl!”
That's what she'd say. One day, I got
real mad at her and pushed her as
hard as I could. I tried to ignore her,
but I couldn’. I had to stick up for
myself. So I got in trouble for it, and
the principal sent me home. But |
didn't care. I was glad I stuck up for
myself.

Here at this school, I still don't
have very many friends, but at least
nobody bothers me. I do pretry good
at math, and the teacher is nice to
me. A lot of times, I don’t get much
work done though, because I like to
sit and imagine other things. I keep
telling myself that I wish I weren't
here and that | had a lot of money.

100 gEsT COPY AVANLABLE|

KARI is 13 years old. She was
traveling with her family from Florida
when their car broke down ten mile;
outside of Salt Lake City. This is the
second time in one and one-half year:
that they have stayed at Salt Lake City’
homeless shelser.

I was born in Thousand Oaks.
California, but I grew up everywhere.
I don't know why my parents keep
moving all over—I g.:ess it's just that
my dad likes to travel. He gets bored
in one place, doing the same job. My
whole life we've traveled around. I'll
bet I've lived in twelve or thirteen
states, maybe more. In some towns.
we'd just stay one night and leave.
Other times we'd stay a few weeks or
a few months. I haven't lived any
place longer than a year.

A lot of times, [ ask my mom why
we have to live like this, and she just
sits me down and says there isn't any
money. She says we'll move out next
month, but I kind of doubt it. I've
heard thar a lot now,.and it's hard to
believe. My dad gets $200 a month to
heip clean the shelrer, but most of
thar has to go for food and stuff. So |
don't think he can save enough to ger
us out.

Sometimes, I get real angry here
because we don't get nothing to ear,
and you have to go hungry. We get
lunch in school, but you're not




allowed ro cook here. so unless you've
got money to buy something for
dinner, you get nothing. A lot of
times we just eat soda crackers or
something like that. Tonighe, Fll have
a few picces of bologna. We cart a lot
of bologna. On the road, if we're out
of food, we'll stop at a police station
and they'll give us something. Or
we'll line up at a soup kitchen. 1 ger
sick a lot, and I think it's because [
don't cat right. If somebody gets sick
here, everybody gets sick.

My favorite subject is math, and [
also like to read. My favorite book is
Lintle House on the Prairie. I'll bet I've
read it a thousand times. I like to
because it's about adventure and
that's sort of what my life is like. One
night, when our car got stuck in mud
and we had to sleep in the car, |
pretended 1 was Laura. Well, I know
it's different, but I suill like the book.

Besides reading and math, | also
like to keep a journal in school.
Sometimes, 1 get so mad [I write
that] I wish [ could disappear. Other
timee ! write abour rhe shelter and
how | can't wait to leave. Sometimes,
it's too personal, like abour my old
boyfriend and [ don't want to tell
anybody. I guess a lot of times, |
wonder what it would be like if
things were different.

Kari is on the
right, her
sister

i Michelle is to
d the left.

PHOTOGRAPI BY GEORGE R JANFCER

DAISY,; 9, bas lived in the
Greentree Shelter, part of the Baptist

Home for Children, for twelve months

with her mother, brother, and sister.
The shelter is in Montgomery County,
Maryland, just outside of Washington,
D.C. Her father is staying with
relatives. Both parents came from
Cuba, as part of tfe Mariel boat lifs.

I don't know where I want to
live—a safe place. Not D.C. At a lot
of places in D.C. there are drugs,
killings, shootings. I've scer this on
TV and sometimes I go past it.

[The shelter is] not bad and not
good. Not bad is "cause of the people.
They take us fun places. Once they
took us to King's Dominion and the
z00—what’s very bad is the food. We
have soup over and over.

There's a lot of fighting here.
There’s this boy, he moved, he was
fighting with everyone. He had a
fight with me. He almost had a fight
with my sister. Very bad. The first
day they movcd.f\qqr{onc was so

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

happy.
Math is hard for me. Spelling is

casy and hard. It's kind of casy
because my teacher gives me casy
words. 'Cause we are the purple
group, the lower group. I like the red
group 'cause they get berter words.
Like “happy.” “Sad,” that’s a purple
word. The red group gets compound
words, like “something,” “anything.”

I'll never be in the BBQ group. I'll
never pass that. BBQ is the hardest—
dictionary, different, a lot of words—
thirteen [lerters] long.

I could tell everybody in the whole
school {cnat I live in the shelter] and |
don't really care, cause I'm not really
different than them. I can still write,
read, go to school, and learn. I'm not
so different from them.

third grade my teacher made m
stand in front of the classroom teliin
where did [ live, how did I feel there,
all these questions. O

I get shy. Because when 1 was in.
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Lesson 5
Handout #3

Name: Date:

Homeless Children Come to School
Answer questions below in complete sentences.
1. The young people that tell their stories in this article live in or near
what two U.S. cities?

2. Both Crystal (age 17) and John (age 16) are living in a program
called the Independent Living Program. The live there without their
parents. Why might they be living there without their parents?

3. Find and write below three quotations describing how children were

treated badly by their peers at school. For example, "When the kids find
out you live in g shelter, they make fun of you: call vou "stinky".

(Anthony, page 28.) Please include exact quotation, name of
student, and page number.

a.

b.

C.

4. What problems/worries/concerns do many of these young people
share? (What problems/worries/concerns do they have in common?)

10g
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5. Which of these problems/worries/concerns do you have in common
with the persons in the article?

5. In spite of the difficult situtations these people are in, find several
examples of their hopefulness, fortitude, and strength of character.
Please include name of person and page number.

6. With which person did you feel the most empathy, or like the most,
and for what reasons?

7. In a few words, how would you describe the young people whose
stories you read?

8. What Rights to Development are being interfered with by the
conditions with which these young people must contend?

9. Your thoughts on the WHY? , the underlying causes, of these
conditions:
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Lesson 5
Handout #4

Bour Rights io Pehelopment

What bappens 0 a dream deferered?
Doy (L ITY UP
[ike a4 vaigin in the sun?
@v fester [{ke 4 Sore--
and then run?
Does it stink like votten meat?
@1 crust oher-~
like a syrupy stoeet?
Maybe it just gags
like q hreabdy load.
®v does it explode?

Langston Hughes

Those from whom you veceibe affzction, lobe and understamding:

Who will be your "health tavz-givers”?

From what diseases and other Pealth visks will you most need
profection?

Thotm tan pou be protected from these disvases/vigks?

1ng
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Description of place (8thool)
in which you ave "formally”
2oucated:

SHketch

Reasons why you might not get the kind or amount of eyusation that
fwould bz best for pou:

Bames pou will play amwd
other astidities you will do
for fun.

Sketeh of an aved in WHich pou
[{ke to play.

Rzagonsg why pou might not hade ¢ither QdLqudie time ov gpase in
fwhich to play:

o 15




97

() through stovies of your sulture, through teachings of pour
veligion, through the values of your gobernment:

Jn my veseavedh, T studied gpesifically your Right to
T found out the follotiteg about hoto if is likely to be agsured ov
demigd to pou i1 the country of pour bivth:

4 summary of my hopes and fedavs for you velative to your Rights
to BehHelopment:

116
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Lesson Five: Part 2
Rights to Development:
The Right to Education and Literacy

"We cannot afford to build two natlons within the same
territorial boundaries--one rich, educated--
and the other, which constitutes the majority of the population,
poor and illiterate.”
Students of Makere University, Uganda, 1970

"There can be no human development without the right to learn.
There will be no breakthroughs in agriculture and industry, no progess in
community health and, indeed, no change in learning conditions
withiout the right to learn.

Without this right there will be no Improvements
in the standards of living for workers in cities and villages."

Fourth UNESCO International Conference on Adult Education, 1985

Objectives: ‘
Through discussion students will identify the attributes of literacy and

note that attributes vary over time and culture.

Students will explore the linkage between literacy and personal power.

Students will gather information about education and literacy in their
country/culture of study.

Given a choice of several formats, students will design an independent

"Literacy Project" and share it in some way with other learners.

Materials N

Lesson 5, Handout #5: State of the World's Children

Lesson 5, Handout #6: International Literacy Year

Lesson 5, Handout #7: Country Specific Worksheet

Lesson 5, Handout #8: Rose Barstowe

Lesson 5, Teacher Resource #9: Question Strategy for Slavery/Gender
Lesson 5, Handout #10: Independent Literacy Project

*Note to teachers: Yearly update of material found in Handout #5 of the lesson can be

obtained by contacting UNICEF for their latest release of State of the World's Children as
listed in Lesson 4: Additional Resources.
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Set__Inhduction:
-"What does it mean to be educated? What does it mean to be literate?
What constitutes literacy?" Attempt to generate a class definition

through answers to these questions. Compare the class definition to
that of UNESCO':

"To be literate is to be able to write and read in my
master tongue or national language and to know enough
mathematics for effective functioning in my community.
I am capable of using these skills toward my own and my
community’'s development.”

-How are the class definition and the UNESCO definition similar?
Dissimilar?  Why is the right to education/literacy classified as a
right to development? What qualities of a person may not be fully
developed if she or he is denied an education? What is a person who is
educated/literate able to do that one who is not literate cannot do?

-An important part of the UNESCO definition states: "l am capable of
using these skills foward my own and my community's development.”
Why might community development be included in this definition?
(Reciprocity. If a community contributes to individuai's development
through provision of an education, it is a responsibility that
accompanies the contribution to give back to that community and,
through that giving, to insure that tomorrow's children will also be
given the right to education.)

-"One definition of literacy is "to be educated". Is it possible to "be
educated" without being able to read or write?” In some cultures of the
past and present, there are highly "educated” people who cannot read
and write, either because a culture does not have a written language or
because a person has a disability to absorb information through reading
or writing but has gathered an immense quantity of information through
other means. In many traditional societies, people called "griots"
(historian-storytellers) carry in their minds the entire history of a
culture. These people are certainly knowledgeable and capable of using
these skills toward their own and their community's development.

There exist in the world today groups of people totally isolated from

Lg
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“literate" society. Some have no written language and have had little or
no contact with cultures that do. It must be understood, however, that
these people, too, are constantly engaged in the acquisition of
knowledge, the acquisition of "literacy” valuable to their particular
culture, and they use these skills and knowledge toward their own and
their community's development. What constitutes "literacy” in a
particuiar community is that knowledge and skill that is valued by the
culture of that community. Had this "literacy” been acknowledged and
accepted by early anthropologists and politicians/theorists in Europe in
the age of colonialism, rather than had its misinterpretation been used
as a rationale for domination, much damage might have been spared
many cultures of the world.

-"In what cultures, then, would lack of ability to read and write
constitute the greatest deficiency? " (In a culure where such ability
is commonplace, considered necessary, and highly valued.)

"Considering life in the United States:

*What practical, everyday, tasks would be difficult for someone
who could not read or write?

‘What jobs would likely not be available to someone

who could not read or write?

*What jobs would be available to someone who could not
read or write?

What pleasures would be denied someone who could not
read or write?

Learning Sequence:

-Because of the importance of this right to deveiopment, the United
Natiois declared 1990 International Literacy Year. What do you
think the U.N. might want to accomplish by declaring a year as such?

-One of the goals of the International Literacy Year was to launch a
woridwide effort to secure a common basic level of primary
education in every country for at least 80 per cent of all 14
year olds by the year 2000. in your opinion, how ambitious a goal is
this? What are your predictions as to what percentage of the world's
countries have attained this level? Record predictions and perhaps
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have one student obtain actual percentage from reviewing education
data from State of tue Worid's Children (Lesson 5, Handout #5).
Have him/her share this information when students report on findings
from their country of study.

-Relative to the Right to Education and Literacy, you will be asked to
carry out four tasks:

1. Review information on International Literacy Year (See
Lesson 5, Handout #6). '

2. Gather information about education and literacy in the
country/culture of your infant twin and prepare the Country
Specific Worksheet for your country. (See Lesson 5, Handout
#7)

3. Partizipate in discussion related to the denial of education
to particular groups of citizens in the history of the United
States.

4. Design, implement, and share with the class, your own
Independent Literacy Project that relates somehow to

the power of knowledge or the power of literacy. You can, of
course, "design, implement, and share with the class” a
cooperative Independent Literacy Project”, working with one or
more of your classmates. More details later.

-The first (1) task is self explanatory. The second (2) we musi discuss
before you begin. In finding out about literacy/education in the
country of your infant twin, what questions would you like to have
answered?
Hopefully, students will generate questions that include many of the
following:

*What is the literacy rate?

Is primary schooling mandatory and, if so, at what

age will my infant twin begin and to what age will s/he
continue?

Is schooling free? Are there extra costs for books, supplies,
and uniforms? What percentage of the population can afford the
cost?

*What does an "average"” school look like and what facilities and

1i0
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equipment is it likely to have?

Do boys and girls go to school together or separately? Do they
receive the same number of years of schooling? Is the curricu-
lum the same for boys and giris?

-What percentage of children actually attend school? Why do
some children not attend? Are there specific groups that are
excluded or whose rights are extended over those of others?
What will determine whether s/he will be promoted from one
grade/level to the next?

«How might s/he be disciplined, if it were deemed necessary?
«Is the education s/he is given appropriate to the culture in
which s/he lives? (See Lesson 5, Handout #8. Rose
Barstowe.)

*Will there be educational opportunties beyond high school for
him or her?

«For what careers/jobs will s/he prepared when s/he has
finished the compulsory education?

*What, in your opinion, is the greatest educational need in the
country of your infant twin? How likely is it that s/he will

get the education s/he needs to have a healthy life?

-Students will prepare their Country Specific Information Sheets.
Share findings of country studies with total class, discussing the
questions listed above.

-The third (3) task: "Let us now switch our focus to literacy in the
United States. Historically, for what reasons were individuals or
groups of individuals denied an education in this country?" Poverty,
gender or ethnic discrimination, child labor, war, sickness, disability,
geographic or social isolation, etc.

*How could/did/does poverty interfere with the right to an
education? What could be/were/are the consequences of this
interference?

*How could/did/does gender discrimination interfere with
the right to an education? Conseguences? (See Lesson 5,
Teacher Resource#9: Question Strategy for
Gender/Slavery)

*How could/did/does ethnic discrimination interfere with
the right to an education? Consequences? (See Teacher
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Resource #9.)

*How could/did/does child labor? War? Sickness? Etc.
Consequences?

(Stress that consequences all affect the "capability of using these skilis toward
my own and my community's development.”)

-The fourth (4) task: Design, implement, and share with the class, your
own Independent Literacy Project (Lesson 5, Handout #10) that
relates somehow to the power and freedom that are the gifts of
knowledge and literacy.

-"You've probably heard the statement "Knowled( e is power." What
does this mean and can you think of situations that illustrate this

statement? " Have students make statements: "Because | know/have
the knowledge of , | have the power to

. And: "Because | know/have the knowledge
of , | have the freedom to S

-In your project, you must use your own literacy to advance the
cause of literacy with others. The project should be designed to
share with a particular audience. Let's think together of some possible
projects.

-Interview an older person who was not able to learn as much
as s/he would have liked to about how now knowing all they
would like to has affected his/her life. What factors limited
his’her education?.

-Work together to create a story/poem/tale/song/mural/poster/
dance about the freedom and power of reading.

-Keeping in mind the rights to development, create a reading list
for your twin for different periods of his/her life: picture books,
primary, intermediate, adolescent and young adult. Share list
with day-care and primary grade teachers/providers OR ask to
read to children in their classes, sharing your "twin's" story with
them.
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-Create a bookmobile to travel around the school; share the mean-
ing of "literacy" and share lists of books that free and give one
power!

-Create a list of stories that tell of your twin's area of the
world. Share one story with your class and post list for others to
see and read.

-Research the "oral tradition” , the passing on of knowledge,
wisdom, history, cultural values (basically, literacy) from one
generation to the next without the aid of a written language.
Interview a storyteller who learned his/her art this way about
the richness of this means of delivery. Learn and tell a story
from the oral tradition to children or another select audience.

-Arrange a storytelling seminar of sorts that includes students
of your class and grandparents. Share your favorite stories and
favorite settings in which to hear them.

-There are undoubtedly children in your school who are having
difficulty learning to read. Sometimes, lack of reading material
at home makes it difficult. Is there a way to begin a

book, magazine, comic book, recycling effort at your school? In
what other ways could you help?

-There are many Engiish-speaking developing countries in the
Caribbean area that are in great need of books and other materials
necessary to literacy. Perhaps an effort could be started to have
district reading materials sent to schools in Jamaica, Trinidad,
etc. rather than being destroyed when new materials are adopted

-Select your topic and complete Lesson 5, Handout #10:
Independent Literacy Project.

Cl for n 5; r n

-'Let's, again, review the rights to development." Verbally list all they
can remember. Can you think of a time when you interfered with
another person's rights to development? Example: The right to a name
and nationality, does name calling “interfere with that right? Do you
ever call yourself names and does that interfere with your rights? Is
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. teasing someone about his or her ethnicity or nationality an
interference?

Assighment: Find pictures, poems, headlines, story, etc. about a
child's rights of development being either achieved or denied. Share
these with classmates and add them to class collage.
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Lesson 5

TABLE 4: EDUCATION Handout #5

No of tadio: ‘

television %o of grade Secondary schoo!
Aduil iteracy rate sels Pumary school entoiment talio enrolment enrgiment 1alo
pe: 1000 completing 1986 1988
1979 1989 popuiaticn 1960 (grosst 1986 88 (gross) 1986 88 (nety pnmary scnoal 1970581
malesfgneaie mal¢ emate 1986:7 maie temaie male female male. female 1985 1987 mate ‘lemale

Very high USMR

countries (over 170)

Median 25/8 43/22 61/4 29712 69/43 50/32 40 18/6
1 Afghanistan 13/2 39/8 102/8 15/2 27/14 / 63 10/5
2 Mozambique 29/14 55722 38/1 60/36 76/59 49/41 39 7/4
3 Mal 11/4 23/11 37/ 14/6 29/17 23/14 39 9/4
4 Angola 16/7 49,33 49/5 / / / /
5 Serra Leone 18/8 38/21 216/8 30/ 68748 / 23/11
[ Malawi 42/18 52/31 197/ 145 73/59 50747 33 5/3
7 Ethiopra 8/() / 19372 1/3 46/28 32/22 a1 18/12
8 Guinea 2177 40/17 3372 44/16 41718 31/15 70 13/4
9 Burkina Faso 13/3 21/6 24/5 12/5 41/24 34/20 74 8/4
10 Niger 672 19/9 62/3 7/3 37/20 / 75 /
11 Chad 2072 40/11 2371 29/4 73729 52/23 17 1072
12 Central Afncan Rep 26/6 53/29 60/2 53/12 82/51 59/39 i 17/6
13 Somaha 51 18°/6° 38/() 13/13 /. 18/10 33 /
1 Mauntama / / 139/1 13/3 61/42 / 92 23/9
15 Rwanda 43721 61/33 54/ / 69/66 65/63 43 7/5
16 Kampuchea 123 85°/65° 106/8 / / / 50° 45/20
17 Yemen Dem 31/9 59/25 154721 20/5 96,35 / 40" 26/11
18  Nepal 2373 39/12 3171 19/1 104747 76/35 28° 35/11
13 Bhutan ! / 15/ 5/ 31/20 / 772
20 Yemen 9N 4247 34/8 14/ 14140 7 15° 46/6
21 Burund: 2910 43,26 56} 27/9 68/50 46/37 a7 6/3
22 Bangladesh 36,12 43722 40/3 66,26 76/64 67/44 20 24/11
23 Benin 23/8 37116 75/4 38/15 84/43 66/34 36 23/9
24 Madagascar 56,43 74,62 192/6 58/45 87/92 89/ 30° 23/19
25  Suoan 28/6 33114 229/52 35/14 . 59/41 / 61° 23/17
26 Tanzania 48/18 93+/88: 16/1 33/18 67/66 50/51 76 5/3
27 Namibia / / 123/1 / 7 / /
28 Nigena 35/14 54/31 163/6 46427 / 97,85 63° /
23  Bolvia 68/46 84/65 527/77 78/50 97/85 88/78 40/35
30 Ha 2617 40/35 41/4 50/42 83/72 45/42 15 19717

High USMR

countries (35-170)

Median 48/20 66/45 125722 65/37 100/81 R . 64 32/26
31 Uganda 52/30 70/45 96/6 132 76/63 43/38 76 16/9
32  Gabon 43/22 70/53 119723 / / / 59 /
33 Pakistan 30/11 40/19 86/14 46/13 51728 / 43 26/11
34 Laos 37/28 92/76 123/2 34716 102/85 / 14° 23/16
35  Togo 2777 53/28 178/5 63/24 124/78 87/59 59 36/12
36  Cameroon 47,19 68745 125712 87/43 119/100 / 67 32/20
37 India 47,20 57/29 777 80/40 113781 / 50/27
38  Libena 27/8 47/23 22418 45/18 82,50 ! !
39  Ghana 43,18 64/43 232713 52/25 78,63 / 49132
40  Céte d Ivorre 26,10 53/31 131/54 68,24 / ! 68 26/12
41 Zaie 61,22 79/45 98/1 88/32 84/68 86/65 60 32/14
42 Senegal 18/5 37/19 103/32 36/0 71/49 59/41 83 19/10
43 Lesotho 49/74 62/84 681 63/1G2 . 1024127 / 52 18,26
44 Zambia 66/37 84/67 73/15 51/34 102/92 / 91 /
45  Egypt 50/20 59/30 310,83 80/52 100/79 / 64 79/58
46 Peru 81/60 91/78 241/84 95/71 1257120 / 51° 68/61
47  Morccco 34,10 45722 206/56 67727 85/56 68/46 69 43720
48 Libyan Arab Jamahiya 60/13 81/50 221/63 g2/24 / / 82 /
49  Indonesia 66/42 83/65 145/40 86/58 120/115 99/97 80 /
50  Congo 50/19 71/55 120/3 103/53 / / 75 /
51 Zimbabwe 63/47 81/67 85722 / 130/126 100/100 74 49/42
52  Kenya 4419 70/49 90/6 64/30 98/93 / 62 27119
53  Honduras 55/50 61/58 376/67 68/67 104/108 / 43 ;
54  Aigena 39/11 63/37 227/70 55/37 105/87 97/81 90 61/46
55  Guatemata 51,37 63/47 65/37 50/39 82/70 / 36 /
56  Saud Arabia 15,2 7131 2727268 22/ 78765 64/48 30 52/35
57 South Atnica / / 319/97 94/85 / / !
58  Nicaragua 58/57 / 237/60 65/66 94/104 74/79 20 29/58
53 Myanmar 85/57 ; 7911 61/52 / / 27° /

Note nations are hsted in descending order of their 1988 under five mortality rates (see table 1)
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No of radwo:
tetevision b ol grage Secondary sthool
Adull fderacy rate

sefs Pumav)' schoot fnrslment fatiy entoiment eniment tatie
- per 1000 campieling 1486 1988
1970 1985 popuiation 1960 (gross) 1336 88 (giossi 1986-88 (nety prmary $choo! tgiass)
male lemale mate femate 198617 mnale lemale male-femaie male- tenale 1985 1987 widig temale
Middle USMR
countries (31-94)
Median 75/65 86/77 226/82 95/85 105/104 90/89 76 56/55
60 Iraq 50/18 90/87 199/64 94/36 105/91 §1/82 71 60/38
61 Turkey 69/34 86* /62" 160/172 90/58 1217113 / 85" 57/34
62  Botswana 37/44 73/63 13077 35/48 117117 85/93 89 31/33
63  Iran. Istamic Rep of 40117 62/39 236/53 56/27 122/105 98/89 83 57/39
64  Viet Nam / 88°/80 99/34 / 107/94 / 50" 44741
65 Ecuador 75/68 85/80 292781 87/79 118/116 / 50" 55/57
66 Brazil 69/63 79/76 368/191 97/93 / / 22 32/41
67 El Salvador 61/53 75/69 401/82 /. 77/81 61/62 31 27/30
F8 Tunisia 44/17 68/41 171/68 88/43 126/107 100/89 77 46/34
69 Papua New Guinea 39/24 55/35 64/2 5977 75/64 / 67" 16/9
70  Dorminican Rep 69/65 78/77 164/79 99/98 99/103 80/78 35 /
7 Philippines 84/81 86/85 135/36 98/93 1057107 94/94 75 66/66
72 Guyana 94/89 97/95 303/15 1077106 / / 84 /
73 Mexico 78/69 92/88 2417120 82/77 119/116 / 71 54/53
74 Colombra 79/76 82°/82° 167/108 77777 112/115 72/74 57 55/56
75 Syna 60/20 76/43 231/58 89/39 115/104 100/94 67" 69/
76  Oman / 47°12° 649/739 / 103/92 83/77 89 46/29
77 Paraguay 85/75* 91/85 165/24 105,90 104/99 86/84 50 30/30
78 Mongoha 87/74 95/90 128/31 79/78 1007103 / 88/96
79 Jordan 64/29 87/63 237/69 94,59 98/99 868/88 96 80/78
80  Lebanon 79*/58" 85/69 7727302 105/99 105/95 / 57/56
81 Thatand 86/72 94 /88 1747103 88/79 / / 64° /
82  Venezuela 79/71 88/35 395/142 100/100 1077107 / 73 48/59
83  Snlanka 85/69 91/83 187/31 100/90 105/102 1007100 88 63/69
84 Chuna / 82/56 184/17 / 140/124 99/91 68* 50/37
85 Argentina 94/92 96/95 6597217 98/99 110/110 / 69/78
85 Panama 81/81 89,68 220/163 98/94 109/104 90/89 82 56/63
87  Albania / / 167/83 102/86 100/99 / 80/71
88 Korea Dem / / 110712 / / / 99 /
89 Korea Rep 94/81 96°/88* 986/194 99,89 104/104 100/99 99 91/86
: 90  United Arab Emirales 24/7 / 319/106 / 98/100 88/89 82 55/66
‘ 9N Malays:a 71/48 81/66 436/140 108/83 102/102 / 97 59/59
92 USSR 98/97 / 685/314 100/100 / / 80 /
: 93  Uruguay 93:/93* / 594/173 1117111 1117109 / 86 /
\
: Low USMR countries
(30 and under)
‘ Median 93/88 97/90 579/290 105/103 103/101 97/97 85 83/85
|
| 94 Maurntius 77/59 89,77 2637188 103/93 1057107 93/95 96 53/50
‘ 95 Yugoslavia 92/76 97/86 344/175 1137108 95/94 / 98 82/79
96 Romania 96/91 / 288/166 101/95 / / 79/80
97 Chile 90/88 97 /96" 335/163 1117107 103/101 ! 33 72/76
98 Tnnidad and Tobago 95/89 97/95 4577290 89/87 99/100 87,88 84 80/85
99 Kuwart 65/42 76/63 3277261 1317102 95/92 81,77 91 86/79
100 Jamaica 96/97 / 4007108 92/93 1047106 / 62/67
101 Costa Rica 88/87 94/93 258/79 97/95 100/97 85/85 81 40743
i02 Bulgana 94/89 / 357/189 94/92 105/103 / 90 75776
‘ 103 Hungary 98/98 / 586/402 1037100 97,97 94/96 92 69/70
104 Poland 98/97 / 289/263 110/107 1017101 99/99 94 78/82
105 Cuba 86/87 96*/96" 3347193 109/109 107/100 95/94 92 85/92
106  Greece 93/76 97/88 411/175 104/101 106/106 91/92 99 89/80
107  Portuga! 78/65 89/80 212/159 132/129 1317123 / 47/56
108 Czechoslovakia / / 5777281 93/93 95/96 / 93 27/49
109 Israel 93/83 97/93 470/264 99/97 94/97 / 79/87
110 USA 99/99 / 2119/811 ./ 1017100 97/97 98/99
111 Belgum 99/99 / 465/320 1117108 99/100 82/83 77 99/100
112 Germany Dem / / 663/754 111/113 107/105 92/91 79/76
113 Singapore 92/55 93/79 306/ 121/113 118/113 1007100 95 70/73
114 New Zealand / / 923/369 110/106 107/106 100/100 84/86
115 Spain 93/87 97/92 295/368 106/116 113/113 98/98 96 97/107
116 Denmark / / 956/386 103/103 98/99 / 99 106/107
117 United Kingdom / / 11457434 92/92 105/106 97/97 82/85
118 laly 95/93 98/96 786/ 112/109 / 97/98 99 /
119 Austraha / / 1270/483 103/103 106/105 97/98 . 96/99
120 Germany Fed / / 954/385 / 1017101 / 95 96/92
121  Hong Kong 90+ /64" 95/81 633/241 93/79 106/105 95/95 98 71/76
122 Austna / / 561/480 106/104 1027101 / 95 78/81
123 Norway / / 790/348 1007100 95/95 97,97 99 92/97
124 France 99/98 / 893/ 144/143 114/113 1007100 a5 89/96
125  lreland / / 580/ 107/112 1007100 / 91/101
126 Netherlands / / 908/469 105/104 114/116 85/88 94 1057103
| 127 Canada / / 953/577 108/105 106/104 97/97 1047104
| 128  Japan 99/99 / 863/587 103/102 102/102 100/100 99 95/97
| 129 Switzerland / / 8347405 118/118 / / /
| 130  Sweden / / 875/39 95/96 / / 90/92
131 Finland / / 991/ 100/95 102,101 / 98 98/114
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Lesson 5
Handout #6

International Literacy Year: 1990

"Our concern for literacy is an expression of our hope and fears for the
future and our realization that tomorrow will be shaped, in very large part,
by the education which is being made available today.”

Federico Mayor, Director-General of UNESCO

The Goai: The UN system of programs and agencies, with UNESCO is the lead, is rallying
the support of Governments and the public for a global assault on illiteracy. The program
aims to secure a common basic level of primary education in every country
for at least 80 per cent of all 14-year-oids by the year 2000.

The Reality:

+ 30% of children of primary school age in the developing countries are
not attending school.

« One quarter of the young girls of primary school age in the developing
countries are not attending school, whereas only one seventh of the
boys are not.

+ 60% of children of secondary school age in the developing countries
are not attending school.

« One third of children enrolled in primary school in the developing
countries drop out of school before completing four grades, the
minimum number necessary for achieving basic literacy skills.

« Nearly two thirds of the illiterate adults in the developing countries
are women.

« The number of "functional illiterate" in the developed countries is
growing rapidly. The functionally illiterate are considered able to read
and write at an elementary level, but lack the literacy skills needed to
cope with the demands of complex living and working environments.

The consequences of illiteracy: "llliteracy aggravates the problems of
poverty, malnutrition, inadequate health care and runaway population
growth which face many countries." For discussion: In what ways
will country's high rate of illiteracy affect the quality of
life of its citizens, economically, politically, etc.?




109

Lesson 5
Handout #7
Country Specific Worksheet
Name: Date:

Literacy in the Country of My Infant Twin
Country name: Population: :
Literacy rate for males: Literacy rate for females:

Discrepancy between literacy rates for males and females: -
Describe primary schooling: At what age does it begin? Is it free?
Do children wear uniforms and if they do who pays for them? For how
many months of the year? Do boys and girls attend the same schools
and the same classes? How do children get to school? What
percentage of children of primary school age actually attend school?
For what reasons do they not attend?

Describe the school itself: What does the structure look like? How
big is it? How many children per class? With what is the classrocom
equipped? Where do children eat lunch and play?

Describe secondary (equivalent to junior and senior high school in the
U. 8.) schooling: At what ages does it begin and end? What percentage
of boys and what percentage of girls are enrolled in secondary
education? Is it free? How do the students get to school? Is the
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curriculum the same for boys and girls? How is it determined which
students will "pass” on to the next level?  What choices do children
and adolescents have who do not go on to secondary education?

Read Lesson 5, Handout #8: (Rose Barstowe) and answer
questions. With the content of this story in mind, is the education your
twin will receive appropriate to his/her history and culture?
Why is it or why is it not?

Will there be educational opportunities beyond high school for
him or her? For what careers/jobs will s/he be prepared when s/he
has finished secondary education?

What, in your opinion, is the greatest edcuational need in his/her
country? How likely is it that your twin wiil get the education she or
he needs to lead a healthy and happy life?
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‘ Lesson 5

Handout #8 .

Rose Barstowe
Ojibwe elder
"At the Mission School"

The first year was kind of tough because | didn't speak the language.
You see, when | first came to the school and was watching what was
going on, a student made a mistake when she answered. | looked around
me and saw that the other kids were laughing, and | looked at the
teacher and she was laughing too. | could hardly believe my eyes. We
were taught never to laugh at someone who made a mistake, even the
second or third time someone made a mniistake. And when | saw this, |
zipped up my mouth and said, "They won't hear me talk 'tii | learn this
language.”

So the first year | was there | was really a dummy. They put dunce
caps on me and sat nie in front of the class. | used to make faces at the
‘ kids and stuff like that. | didn't even care.

It was the second year then, around Halloween, when | first spoke up.
We were making black cats, and witches, and faces on pumpkins and
things like that. We happened to have a numbers class that day. | used
to look cut this window and there was this squirrel that must have
been making a winter home in the stump because he was carrying
acorns down into it, a big red squirrel. They're gocd to eat, too, you
know. My grandfather taught me how to cook them.

Anyway, | could hear the teacher saying, "If | had four apples and | gave
you one, how many would | have left?" Without thinking, | raised my
hand and | heard this voice saying, "Shame on you, Sister! That's not
very nice! You'd have three apples left and I'd only have one! If you are
my friend, that's not very nice."

| heard this voice and | looked round and everyone was looking at me

and | looked at the Sister and her mouth was open. She had these apples

in her hand, three on one side and one on the other, and | thought, "Oh oh!
‘ Now l've done it!"
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She said, "Rosemary, you spoke!"

Of course, after that, | was quickly passed to higher grades. Toward
spring of that year, | had heard that in the fourth grade we got to read
history. Well, | didn't know what history was but | got the first phases
of it out of a book | got out of the library. | was way ahead of myself.
And | happened to be on the French Indian wars. There was a picture in
there of these Mohawk Indians, you know the ones with the hair in the
middle here and some kind of headdress, you know. They were in this
big room, a big meeting room. There was a woman sitting with a baby
at her breast. One Indian came from behind and was driving his sword
into the baby. Another Indian, with a knife, was slashing the breast of
the woman and, in the picture, it looked like the woman was still alive.

| was looking at this picture, almost in a stunned trance, when the
Sister came and sat by me. She was one of the founders of the school
and she said to me, "You know, I'm always catching you reading. What is
it you are reading about?”

| said, "I understand that we have history next year so | am trying to
get ahead of it."

She said, "Well, exactly what is it you are reading?"

"Well, I'm reading about these Indians that attacked these colonists and
the pictures are just awful. They're terrible. | can't imagine that
anyone would do something like this!"

She said to me, "You know, Rosemary, that you are an Indian.".

But that wasn't bad enough because she added to it, "You are all Indians
and we are civilizing you. The Sisters are trying to civilize you so you
won't do these things."

And | could only picture my grandmother and grandfather, so loving and
greeting people, white people too, at their lodge, all people coming into
the house and being offered food and coffee and tea, always giving
whatever they had. They were quiet and loving and lovable.
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‘ | could see all this and the way they were and then | would look at the
pciture. And | threw that book as hard as | could across the room and |
ran from school.

Well, there was a fence around the school and trees behind it. | went
behind the trees to hide - to hide because | was Indian. | hid because |
wanted to hide from the fact that ! was an Indian - | was .. torturer. My
mind would see the picture and | would cry, "Oh no! Oh no!"

| got myself sick and landed in the infirmary that time. | stayed there
for four days without eating and drinking. Finally, Father Aloyisius, an
Ojibwe priest, came to talk to me. | told him what happened. He felt
kind of bad and said, "Don't worry about that. Ii's not important what
you are. |t's important who you are.”

When | got back home | showed by grandfather that book and said, "I'm
not going back to that school because at school they teach us that we're
Indian and that we're different and they picture us like this! I'm not
going back to a place where they teach nuihing but mean things about

‘ us!"

And he told me, he said, "My girl, you don't want to fear what they teach
you. There is much about us and the world they do not know. You don't
need to learn what they teach you. It's how they teach you that you are
to learn. Learn the tools they use."

"The print is what makes the words. You learn that. You learn all these
words and how they can twist them around to lie and to say anything
they want. The words. That's what you are going to school to learn.

For someday, you will use this very print, these very tools, to tell the
truth.”

1. Rose was learning to read and write. She was learning to compute
and was learning American history. Was her right to an. education,
therefore, being fulfilled/guaranteed? Why or why not?

2. In what way(s) did Rose's grandfather expect Rose tc use her
‘ literacy to contribute to her community?
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How do his expectations differ from those of the school in which Rose
was being "educated"?

3. What other peoples in the Unpited Siates are likely to have
experienced similar contradictions in their education? Are some
groups still experiencing such contradictions?

4. Where in the world, and in what situations, might people today be
learning information from a perspective at odds with their own?

5. In Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, the 1990's have brought the
establishment of public schools with Afrocentric and Native American
curriculum focuses. The Afrocentric program is an extended day
program. The Native American program integrated Native American
history and values throughout the school day. What do you think is
behind the community demand for such programs and what is your
opinion of these options?

Are such programs, in your opinion, in conflict with Brown vs. the Board
of Education? Carefully explain your thinking.
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Lesson 5
Teacher Resource #9

Question Strategy for Slavery/Gender

1. Recall experience of slaves in United States from 1600's until
Emancipation in 1863:
sreading/education - how much; what kind?
- slaves response to learning
- why were first abolitionists preachers?
'why did owners fear the blacks who could read?
-wider horizons, dreams
-freedom leads to power. Slaves able to
read the Constitution, the Bill of Righis, the
Bible, would no longer accept subjugation.
srestrictions did not end with Emancipation. In the 1940's,
African-Americans in schools in the southern states went to
school three months of a year; European Americans went seven.
sshare a story/folk tale/excerpts from a book you recall that
gave you a wider horizon; freedom and power. Have students
share titles that have done the same for them.

2. Recall Brown vs Board of Education decision, 1954:
‘Why did Supreme Court consider "separate but equal" schools
unconstitutional?
*How did this help young people "to function more effectively
in community; use skills toward his/her own or community
development"? Brown vs. Beard of Education led to many and
positive changes in education. Supporters of integration beiieved
that the positive educational conditions in "white" schools, when
extended to people of color, would remedy the inequality of the
two systems. While equalizing and improving many things, in
light of Rose Barstowe's experience with a traditional curriculum
in a Minnesota school, what problems could still exist in an
integrated school that could detract from persons of color
learning amounts equal to European Americans? Do any of these
problems still exist today? (Afrocentric and Native American
focused educational programs are a response to this; the Jewish
community has dealt with this through Hebrew school and
other alternative education programs; etc.)

e
)
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3. Imagine that you are told you cannot go to school any longer. What
would be the positives and negatives of this "ruling"?

Share with the class that there was a time, almost 150 years ago,
when young girls were told they could not go to school with young boys.
The reasons given:
<Female brains were smaller and incapable of absorbing a great
deal of information.
<Females need to learn to sew and cook so they can be good wives
and mothers some day. Home is the best place to learn these
skills. Their own mothers are the best teachers.
«The world outside the home, that men dealt with, was too dan-
gerous, vulgar and frightening for women in which to participate.
*Females were to be special, cared-for, kept protected from the
world that learning would expose them to.

-How are these arguments similar/different to the arguments given for
not allowing slaves to read? Are there similarities in the reasons for
denying rights to slaves and those for denying rights to women? Do
people still believe these ideas about females today? What affect,
today, do these ideas have on women's rights to development? (Women
still earn 60% of what men earn for equal work. Still discrimination in
some fields - science, math, upper managment in business. number of
women in local, state, and national governments.)
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Lesson 5
‘ Handout # 10

Independent Literacy Project

Name(s):

117

Project title:

Your "Literacy Promotion Goal":

Description of project:

Literacy skills you will use in your project:

How and with what groups you will share you project:

Timeline for project components and project completion:
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Lesson 5: Additional Resources

1. Development Forum- A periodical, in newspaper format, that covers economic and social
development issues fasing the worid community; Contact: PO Box 5850, GCCPO, New York, NY,
10017,

2, International Development In a Global Contest-A teaching module that guides students
through an inquiry strategy that will help them see the developing world, and groups within the US
experiencing development problems, through the eyes and experience of that population. Contact:
United Nations Asociation of Minnesota, Mary Eileen Sorenson, 1929 S. 5th St, Minneapolis, MN
55454, 612-333-2824.

3. International Literacy Year (1990)- information and resource materials from the perspective
of the world community; Contact: United Nations Association-USA, 485 Fifth Ave, New York, NY,
10017-6104, 212-697-3232.

4. Reading is Fundamental- An organization whose purpose is to help young people discover the joy
of reading; booklets, parent guides, posters, workshops and publications; Contact: RIF Publications,
600 Maryland Ave SW, Suite 55, Washington, DC, 20024-2520, 202-287-3220.

5. Sow the Seeds of Knowledge-School curricula to heip celebrate global literacy following the UN
International Year of Literacy; four different curricula with cassette tapes (grades k-2, 3-6,7-9, 10-
12) by Stan Smith; Contact: Martin Peace Institute, University Of Idaho, Moscow, ldaho, 83843.

6. UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)- The world's largest channel (in over 150
countries) for multilateral technical and and pre-investment cooperation; co-sponsors the annual UNA-
USA national essay; Contact: UNDP, One UN Plaza, New York, NY, 10017.

7. UNESCO (United Nations Educatlonal, Sclentific, and Cultural Organization)- An
intergovernmental specialized agency (1946) of the United Nations that reports annually to the UN
Economic and Social Council; its primary aim is to promote collaboration among nations through
education, science, culture and education; Contact: UNESCO, 7, Place de Fontenoy, 75007 Paris,
France.

8. UNESCO Courier- UNESCO monthly paper covering cultural, educational and scientific topics;
Contact: UNIPUB, 10033-F King Highway, Lanham, MD, 20706-4391.

9. World Development- UN Development Programme monthly periodical covering educational,
vocational, religious and social issues; UNDP, Division of Information, One UN Plaza, New York, NY,
10017.
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. LESSON SIX
The Right to Protection

Principle Nine:
Protect us from cruelty
and from those who would use us badly.
A Children's Chorus, Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of the Rights of the Child

The Right to Protection--from abuse, neglect and exploitation,
including the right to special protection in times of war.

Objectives:

Students will learn the definitions of abuse, neglect and exploitation

and learn to differentiate among instances of each.

Students will research instances of abuse, neglect and exploitation the

their country of study as well as in their own nation, state, city, and

neighborhood.

Students will decide what their options would be if they found
‘ themselves in hypothetical cases of abuse, neglect, and exploitation

either as a victim or one aware of abuse etc. happening to ar’ ther.

Students will discuss the ways in which society can protect its

children from neglect, abuse, and exploitation, both through laws and

education.

Students will find pictures in magazines and other print media

illustrating a child's right to protection and add them to the class

collage.

Materials Needed:
Lesson 6, Handout #1: Right to Protection

Lesson 6, Handout #2: Childhood Log
Lesson 6, Handout #3: Right to Protection (Listing of rights)

Set Induction:

-Read to the students: "The Convention states....The State shall protect

children from all forms of physical and mental abuse, neglect or

exploitation, including sexual abuse, child .'prostitution and

participation in child pornography, and all other forms of exploitation
‘ prejudical to the child's welfare. The State shall provide preventive
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and treatment programs in this regard.”

-"There are a fot of big words in that paragraph. Can anyore put in
their own words what that paragraph is about? Which of our categories
of rights is it about? "

"It seems that this topic might be a little harder for us to think and
talk about. When you hear the words abuse and neglect, can you
describe what your mind thinks and what you feel? What is it about
this topic that makes you feel that way? How is this topic different
from talking about hunger or literacy?"

-Discuss with students the above questions. Discussion will likely
bring out that these are "bad" things that happen to children at the hand
of a particular individual or group of individuals rather than the
circumstances in which a particular nation or group within a nation
finds itself. These acts have victims who often find themselves alone
and are acts in which the consequences are destructive to self esteem
and to the personal future and happiness of the victim. Additionally,
tendencies toward abuse are also passed from one generation to the
next.

-Abuse, neglect, and exploitation are about adults not being responsible
to children; about adults doing hurtful things to children; about adults
acting in ways we wish they would not. Often the adults acting this
way are those adults most important to the child, those who are
supposed to be nurturing, loving, supporting and supportive.

Learning Sequence:
-Distribute "Right to Protection" handout to students. (Lesson 6,
Handout #1)
-In order to learn about this sensitive and important area, its
important that we know the meanings of the words we are using.
abuse-to hurt by treating badly; a bad, unjust or corrupt practice; active
rather than passive
neglect-to ignore or disregard; not to care for or attend to someone or
or something sufficiently, out of either carelessness or intention
exploitation-to make unethical use of for one's own advantage; turn selfishly
or unfairly into one's own account
-Have students write these definitions on handout and supply examples
of each kind of abuse. Teacher will have to help with examples of
some, in particular, emotional and economic abuse and exploitation.
Upon completion, students can do matching activity on handout.
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-Follow this activity with the questions on Handout 1c: Can a nation be
abusive? Can a nation be guilty of neglect? Can a nation be
exploitative? Why might it act in such a way? Can students think of
examples of the above? Can a hemisphere be abusive? Neglecting?
Exploitative?

-Continue with the next two categories of discussion. Students can do
these individually or in groups, or individually and then discuss in
groups.

-In what ways can war cause neglect, abuse, or exploitation of
children? What articles of the Convention would help protect children
from abuse, neglect, or exploitation caused by war or the effects of
war?

losure:

-In what ways can school, local, state, national and international
governments and organizations ensure a child's right to protection from
neglect, abuse, and exploitation? Have small groups collect their ideas
for education, laws, and enforcement of laws to help protect children.
Groups will share their ideas with classmates. Does their school, city,
state, nation etc. have programs and laws similar to those suggested
by the students? How effectively are laws enforced in the local
community? Are there ways for you to support these programs? Are
there ways you may support these programs in the future?

-The Convention states: Children who have suffered maltreatment,
neglect or detention should receive appropriate treatment or training
for recovery and rehabilitation. How can abused children be helped to
recover and rehabilitate? Are there such programs in your town, city,
state? Are there such programs in the country of your infant twin?
What recourse does your infant twin have is she is neglected, abused,
or exploited?

-In your community, if you knew of an instance of abuse, neglect, or
exploitation of a child or children, what would you do? To whom, or to
where, could you go for help? How would you be protecied if you were
the person who went for help, whether the help was for you or for
someone you knew? Authorities estimate that the majority of
instances of abuse, neglect, and exploitation go unreported. Why might
this be so? Why might there be fewer laws against abuse, neglect and
exploitation in developing countries than in highly industrialized
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countries?

Assignment: Find pictures, poems, headlines. story, etc. about a
child's rights to protection being either achieved or denied. Share
these with classmates and add them to class collage

Complete section of the Childhood Log related to the rights to
protection.
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Lesson 6
Handout #1

Right to Protection

"Protect us from cruelty
and from those
would would treat us badly.”

123

The Right to Protection--from abuse, neglect and exploitation
inciuding the right to protection in times of war.

The Convention states...... "The State shall protect children from ali
forms of physical and mental abuse, neglect or exploitation, inlucing
sexual abuse, child prostitution and participation in child pornography,
and all other forms of exploitation prejudicial to the child's welfare.
The State shall provide preventative and treatment programs in this

regard.”

Examples of physical abuse:

Examples of physical neglect:

— . T — . — " — ——— T — — — ———

emotional neglect:
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Examples of economic exploitation:
Matching
____verbal abuse a. A doctor in Mexico tells a poor
woman that her baby has died and
____ emotional/psychological then "sells" the living infant to a
abuse family in the U.S. who wants to
adopt a child.
___ sexual abuse b. An eleven year cold boy is kid-
napped from his village in El Sal-
___ physical abuse vador by the army of that country,
forcing him to join the military.
___ physical neglect c. A nrostitute is forced by her
pimp to turn over all her profits
____ emotional neglect to him.
d. Joey's dad tell him almost
____ economic exploitation daily that he is a "good for
nothing" kid and that he "will
__ sexual/economic never amount to anything!"
exploitation e. Christin and James, ages 7
and 5, ofteri have to wash their
____political exploitation own clothing, make dinner for
themselves, and take care of their
11 month old brother because
neither of their parents are home
much.
f. Juan, who is well-fed and
clothed, (he even has a Nanny
during the day!), but is rarely held
Q 133




or listened to by his parents who
are too busy with work to spend
much time with him.

g. Ariys, a 2 month old child, is
spanked vigorously because "She
cries too much!"

h. Joseph's/Sue's uncle/aunt
tickles Joseph/Sue in a way that
makes Joseph/Sue uncomfortable;
often touching him/her inappro-
priately.

i. Nicole's father tells her that
she is his "favorite" but not to
tell her brothers and sister that
he told her this.

it's @ Question of Protection
Can a nation be abusive?
Can a nation be guilty of neglect?
Can a nration be exploitative?

WHY might it be so?

Can an idea be abusive?
Can an idea cause neglect?
Can an idea be expioitative?

WHY might someone support an idea that is?

Have you ever been abusive?

Have you ever been neglecting?
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Have you ever been exploitative?

WHY might you have been so?

What Works?

In what ways can jndividuals help prevent abuse, neglect and
exploitation of children?

In what ways can cities help prevent abuse, negiect and
exploitation of children?

in what ways can nations help prevent abuse, neglect and
exploitation of children?

What can you do to help prevent abuse, neglect and
exploitation of children?

oot
( -
s
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‘ Lesson 6
Handout #2

Dour Rights fo Protection

" Principle Nine:
Proteet ug fvom soueliy
and feom thowe Bho tyould wee ug badlp."

- Waysg in which ehildren in pour countey ave sometimes neglecied:

Ways in Wwhith hildren iw your sountey are sometimes abused:

Ways in Whith childven in pour countey ave gometimes eaploited:

Meagures that U hope Wwill be {w plase to to protect you:
Eyucation:

Tats:

. TLaw Eufovcement:

. 136
ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Ut you ave weglested, abused, ov exploited, ¥ hope that you till ____
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® s
216TTS TO PROTELTION

The Right to Protection--from abuse, negiect and exploitation,
including the right to special protection in times of war.
Article 2

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in this
Convention without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child's or his or
her parent's or legal guardian's race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.

2. States Parties shall take ail appropriate measures to ensure that that child is
protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of
status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parent, legal guardians, or
family members.

L]
¢

Articleit
1. States Parties shali take measures to combat the illicit transfer and non-return

’ of chiidren abroad.

Article 16

1. No child shali be subjected to artibtrary or unlawful interference with
his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawfui attacks
on his or her honour and reputation.

2. The child has the right to the protectiun of the law against such interference or attacks.

Article 19

1. States Parties shail take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and
educational measures to protect the child from ail forms of physical or mental
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or
exploitation including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

Article 20

1. A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family
environment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that
environment, shall be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by

‘ the State.
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2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative
care for such a child.

3. When considering solutions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of
continuity in a child's upbringing and to the child's ethnic, religious, cultural and
linguistic background.

Article 21

1. States Parties which recognize and/or permit the sysiem of adoption shail
ensure that the best interests of the child shall be the paramount
consideration and they shall:

a. ensure that the adoption of the child is authorized only by competent authorities and done
only with the permission parents, relatives, and legal guardians.

b. recognize that intercountry adoption may be considered as an alternative means of child's
care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive family or cannot in any suitable
mannner be cared for in the child's country of origin.

c. take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in intercountry adoption, the placement
does not result in improper financial gain for those involved in it.

Article 22

1. States Parties shall take appropriate measures tc ensure that a child who is
seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee will receive
appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance.

Article 32

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to protection from economic
exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or
to interfere with the child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health
or physical, mental, spiritual, or moral development.

2. States Parties shall take legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to
ensure the implementation of this article. States Parties shall:

a. provide for a minimum age for admission to employment;

b. provide for appropriate regulation of the hours and conditions of employment and
c. provide for appropriate penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective
enforcement of this article.

Article 33

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to protect children from the
illicit use of narcotic drugs, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit
production and trafficking of such substances.
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Article 34

‘ States Parties undertake to protect the child from ail forms of sexual
exploitation and sexual abuse. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to
prevent:
a. the inducement or coercion of a child in engage in any unlawful sexual activity;
b. the exploitative use of children in prostitution or other uniawful sexual practices;
c. the exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.

Article 35
States Parties shall take all appropriate measues to prevent the abduction, the sale
of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form.

Article 36

States parties shall protect the child against all other forms of exploitation
prejudicial to any aspects of the child's welfare. States Parties shall ensure that:
a. No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of
release shall be imposed upon any child under 18 years of age;

b. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shalli be used only as a measure of last
resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time.

Q c. Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect for the
inherent digrity of the human person, and in a manner which takes into account the needs of
persons of their age.

d. Every child deprived of liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal and other
appropriate assistance.

Article 38

1. States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have
not attained the age of 15 years do not take a direct part in hostilities.

2. States Parties shall refrain from recruiting any person who has not attained
the age of 15 years into the armed forces.

3. States Parties shall take ail feasible measures to ensure protection and care
of children who are affected by an armed conflict.

Article 39
States Parties shali take all appropriate measures to promote physical and
psychological recovery of a child victim of: any form of neglect,

exploitation, or abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishement, or armed conflict.
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Lesson 6: Additional Resources

1. HABITAT (United Nations Centre for Human Settlements)-A U.N. agency giving technical
assistance to governments in establishing settlement policies; Contact: HABITAT, P. O. Box 30030,
Nairobi, Kenya.

2. IFAD (international Fund for Agricultural Development)-Specialized agency of the United
Nations (1977) that, among all its tasks, assists refugee host countries with developmental aid and
services; Contact: [FAD, Via del Serafico 107, 00142 Rome, ltaly; (Maintains information office at
the United Nations in New York).

3. immigrant and Refugee Children in the US- Brochure describing the plight of immigrant and
refugee children in the USA; information on this and other activities concerning rights of immigrants
and refugees available; Contact: Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law, 256 § Occidental
Blvd, Los Angelos, California, 90057, 213-388-8693.

4, Refugees - Monthly periodical of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; article
describing the refugee situation worldwide; Contact: U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, 1718
Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC, 20009.

5. UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)- UN office created by the U.N.
General Assembly in 1951 that provides emergency relief, material assistence, and long term
resolution for the refugees; non-government organizations (NGO) and voluntary agencies assist UNHCR
in the migration and settlement of refugees; Contact: UNHCR, Case postale 2500, CH-1211 Geneva 2
Depot; (Maintains information office at the United Nations in New York).

6. UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the
Near East)- Special U.N. agency for the refugees from Palestine (1949); provides emergency aid,
eduction resources, health programmes, medical services, and additiona! staff to provide protection;
newsletter update available; Contact: UNRWA, Vienna International Cenire, PO Box 700, a-1400
Vienna, Austria {(Maintains information office at the United Nations in New York).
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LESSON SEVEN
The Right to Freedoms

The child shall have:

The right to freedom of expression.

The right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.
The right to freedom of association and the freedom of
peaceful assembly.

The right to protection from arbitrary or unlawful interfer-
ince with his or her privacy, family, home or corre-
spondence and from unlawful attacks on his or her
honour and reputation.

The right to access to information and material from a
diversity of national and international sources, espe-
cially at those aimed at the promotion of his or her so-
cial, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and
mental health.

Obiectives: “

Students will review the rights to freedom and generate examples of
denial or assurance of each right.

Students will distinguish between rights and responsibilites relative
to a particular freedom.

Students will explore the right to freedom of information through role
playing a community challenging student access to two popular
chiidren's books.

Students will develop their opinions relative to freedom of speech
through the study of Supreme Court cases Tinker vs. DesMoines and
American Nazis in Skokie, lllinois.

Students will find pictures in magazines and other print media
iliustrating a child's right to certain freedoms and add them to the
class collage.

Materials Needed:

Lesson 7, Handout #1: Right to Freedoms

Lesson 7, Handout #2: Books Challenged in U. S. Communities
Lesson 7, Handout #3: Tinker vs. Des Moines Independent Schools
Lesson 7, Handout #4: The Skokie Case

Lesson 7, Handout #5: Mock Interview with Aryeh Neier
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Lesson 7, Handout #6: Childhood Log

Set Induction:

-*We have studied the categories of rights to survival, to development,
and to protection. What category remains?”

-“Think for a minute: What is freedom? Or what is g freedom? Of what
do you think when you hear the word freedom?" Solicit single words or
phrases: freedom fighters, freedom of speech, let freedom ring, fight
for freedom, "Free at last, free at last. Thank God Almighty I'm free at
last.", land of the free and the home of the brave". People want
"freedom of and "freedom from "

-"How is this category of rights different from the others we have
studied?" It is less tangible, less touchable, and has more to do with a
right of the mind or intellect rather than a right of the body.

-"How is it, however, connected to the other rights?" Freedom of
thought means little if the body cannot survive or be healthy. In very
poor countries, a definition of freedom may differ from that of rich
countries, focusing more on the freedoms of having enough to eat, of
having adequate health care, and freedom from oppression.

-Conversely, worldly goods mean little if one has no freedom.
Historically, people have given up "safety” and "security" many times in
pursuit of freedom. To what lengths have people gone in pursuit of
freedom?

-Lack of tnis right sometimes interferes with the other rights. Black
and "colored"” South Africans find it hard to have their other rights if
they do not have the right to freedom. It is unlikely that efforts to
improve rights to survival and development of black and "colored” South
Africans will be successful, or begun at all, if black and the colored”
populations have no political power. The need or desire for this right
sometimes leads people to sacrifice other rights in the pursuit of this
one.

-Have students analyze past and present conflicts as they relate to the
concept of freedom: the U. S. Revolution, the Russian Revolution, the
U.S. Civil War (both sides felt it was an issue of freedom), the many
U.S. Governnment and Indian wars, etc. Challenge students to look at
the conflicts from both, or many, perspectives.

-"Where do we learn about freedom?" Politics, social studies books,
songs, poems, symbols, etc. "A great volume of expression has been
devoted to this topic. Why?" A desire for freedom is at the essence
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O of being human, has its rcoots in our intellect, our respect for
individuals of the species, is a result of the capacity of the human
brain. Humans speak of other animals as having rights, rights to
survival, development, and protection, but the rights to the freedoms
are usually afforded only to the human species. The will to possess the
freedoms of expression is one way in which humans are separated from

other animals.

Learning Sequence;
-"Different categories of freedom are often referred to. We speak of
freedom of , and freedom of , and etc.

What is meant by each of these categories?
-Review Right to Freedoms Handout (Lesson 7, Handout #1) Are
there specific freedoms or categories that were missed in the list we
just made? Can we get more information about each category by
reading the specifics of each Article?
-Read Handout #1 and discuss:

«freedom of assembly

freedom of association/assembly

*freedom of information

. freedom of speech

freedom of press
-"What is each freedom important? What individuals and/or groups
have been denied these rights in the past? What individuals and/or
groups are being denied these rights in the present? What effect does
denial have on the lives of those denied?”
-"The Convention is the first document affording children these
rights to freedom. How do you think the rights to freedoms for children
differ from those of adults? Why are they different? Can you think of
ways children could abuse their rights if there were not some limits to
them?  Which do you find particularly interesting?”
-"We could do several lessons on each of the freedoms dealt with by the
Convention. We will deal in this lesson only with the freedom of
expression, asking you to think in a similar way about the other rights
to freedom." Article 13 (See Lesson 7: Handout #1) deals most
directly with freedom of expression:

Article 13
1. The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right
‘ shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and
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ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing,
or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of the
child's choice.
2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions,
bu: these shall only be such as provided by law and are necessary:

a. for respect of the rights or reputations of others; or

b. for the protection of national security or of public order, or

of public health or morals.

-"Look carefully at #2. It is said that with rights and freedoms come
responsibilities. What is number two, letter a, saying about
responsibility related to the right to freedom of expression? Does a
person's freedom of expression give him/her the right to cry "FIRE!" in a
crowded auditorium when no fire exists? Why or why not? What,
essentially, is number 2, letter b., saying about limits to freedom of
expression?"  This is a little trickier situation. It could mean
censorship, martial law, media "blackouts”, etc. Can you think of
instances where denial of rights under this provision could cause
conflict? Can you think of cases where the restriction was used
abusively, is used abusively, or could be used abusively?"

-"Rights to freedoms are less tangible than the other rights we have
studied. With that intangibility comes a host of ethical questions
regarding control of people's thoughts and expression of those thoughts
and an extrance into a fascinating and provocative arena of debate. You
will spend the next few days engaged in that arena.

ECTION 1: Book hallen Publi
-Give students list of books. (See Lesson 7: Handout #2.) "How
many of you have read books on this list? Do any of your favorites
appear here? Did any of these books, when you read them, seem kind of
"risque” to you? Were you surprised by content or have the feeling that
they were perhaps not appropriate?”
-"These are a list a books that have been challenged by the public,
asking for removal, or restricted access to them, in public and/or
school libraries. About what right to freedom is this issue? (Freedom
to information.) Let's look at the controversy, explore it in depth, and
try to understand it from its many vantages.
-To explore a controversy from its many vantages, we are going to
become a community- a community in conflict. Two books have been




challenged: Shel Silverstein's A Light in the Attic and Maurice Sendal’s in
the Night Kitchen. You will be divided into four factions; two will support
rataining the books, and two will support iheir removal from the Mormal
Elementary School library, Normal, U.S.A.

"-Have students study the word simulation. ‘what is its root? ‘what other
words sound like it? {Similar; cimile) Have you sver seen the phrase on a
product, "simulated (leather); {fur); etc? From these examples, what can we
infer that "simulate” means? (To be like something; simlar to something.) If
we are, then, engaged in a simulation, how should we act?

-Assign groups: Group A - In the Night Kitchen should be retained
in library.
Group B - In the Night Kitchen should be removed
from the library.
Group C - The Light in the Attic should be
retained in the library.
Group D - The Light in the Attic should be
removed from the library.

~Each student within the group will choose a citizen/character they wish to
portray. They could choose to be the librarian, a book store owner, a town
minister, a parent of g pre-schoaler, the doctor, lawyer, teenager who read the
books as @ child, etc. Students should also think of adjectives to describe their
characters, i.e. an over-protective parent of a pre-schooler; a liberal, free-
wheeling doctor; etc. Give them time to create their characters and have each
student report their choice to their emall group. When debating the controversy
n the Town Meeting, students will speak in the first person of their character.

-Give each group several copies of the book in question and give them at least
one class period to prepare their position statements. (Lesson 7, Handout
2

-%#hen students are ready, set up a Town Meeting setting where the teacher or a
chosen student will run the meeting and attempt to keep order. Set up
parameters for behavior/process in the meeting. Any Group violating the
parameters will forfeit their right to speak. A suggested procedure:

Group B makes their case for removing In the Night Kitchen.

Group A makes their caze for retaining it.

Group B can counter their arguments.

Group A make their closing statement.
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Group B make their closing statement.

| -Repeat procedure for Groups C and D.

-Have all students vote wheth_ - each book should be removed or retained.
Share results with class. Did any of them change their minds over the course
of the debate? Read to them the decisions made about the books in several
settings and the reasoning behind them.

-Have each student make an "I learned..” statement relative ta the simulation.
Closure:

-Upon the completion of this lesson, refiect and then write: "I have lesrned
that freedom and the rights to freedom...". While students are writing, make
available to them the following quotations and have them write briefly, to
prepare for discussion, about the meaning of either of them.

"Books won't stay banned. They won't burn. ldeas won't go to
jail. In the long run of history, the censor and the inguisitor

have always lost. The only sure weapon against bad ideas is

better ideas.”

Whitney Griswold, renowned educator and former president of Yale University.
Seventeen, 41, January 1982.

If all of mankind minus one were of one opinion, and only one
were of the contrary opinion, mankind would be no more
justified in silencing that one person, than he, if he had the
power, would be justified in silencing mankind.

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty

~-Discuss students’ reflections and response to the quotations.
Assignment: Find pictures, poems, headlines, story, etc. about a child's
righte to freedom being either achieved or denied. Share these with

classmates and add them to class collage

Complete section of the Childhood Log related to the nghts to freedom.

o




141

' Lesson 7

Handout #1

RIGHT TO FRECDOMS
Article12

1. State Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views
the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the
views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the
child. _

2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be
heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child,
either directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consisitent
with the procedural rules of national law.

Article 13
1. The child shali have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of
frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other
media of the child's choice.
2. The exercise of this right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be
‘ such as are provided by law and are necessary:
(a) for respect of the rights or reputations of others; or
(b} for the protection of national security or or public order, or of public heaith

or morals.
Article 14

1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freecom of thought,
conscience and religion.

2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable,
legal guardiang, to provide direction to the child inthe exercise of his or her right in a
manner consistent withthe evolving capacities of the child.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as
are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals
or the fundamental right and freedoms of others.

Article 15
1. States Parties recognize the rights of the child to freedom of association and to
freedom of peaceful assembly.

2. No resirictions may be placed on the exercise of these rights other than those imposed in
0 conformity with the law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
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national security or public safety, public order, the protection of publch heaith or morals
or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 17
States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and shall

ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity
of national and international sources, especially those aimed at the
promotion of his or her soclal, spiritual and moral well-being and physical
and mentalhealth. To this end, States Parties shali:

(a) Encourage the mass media to disseminate information and materials

of social and cultural benefit to the child and in accordance with the spirit of

article 29,

(b) Encourage international cooperation in the production, exchange and

dissemination of such information and material from a diversity of cultural,

nationaland international sources;

(c) Encourage the production and dissemination of children's books;

(d) Encourage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic

needs of the child who belongs to a minority groups or who is indigenous;

(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection

of the child from information and material injurious to his or her well-

being bearing in mind the provisions of articles 13 and 18.
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Lesson 7
Handout #2

Some Books Chalienged or Banned in 1988-1989
Angelou, Maya. | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. Bantam. Four members of the Alabama

State Textbook Committee called for its rejection because Angelou's work preaches
"bitterness and hatred against whites."

Blume, Judy. Are You There God? If's Me Margaret, Bradbury Pr. Challenged in many
libraries but removed from the Gilber, Ariz. elementary school libraries, and order that
parental consent be required for students to check out this title from the junior high school
library. Challenged because the book is "sexually offensive and amoral"; because the book is
"built around just two themes: sex and anti-Christian behavior."

Goobler, Derothy and Thomas. Nelson and Winnje Mandela, Watts. Challenged at the
Hillsboro, Ore. Public Library by a patron who charged that the Mandelas and the African
National Congress are Communist-backed and advocate violence.

Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. Dell; Viking. Challenged on an eighth grade reading list in the
South Milwaukee, Wis. schools because "drug and alcohol abuse wa common" in the novel
and "virtually ali the characters were from broken homes."

L'Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time. Dell. Challenged, but retained on the media center
shelves of Polk City, Fla. Elementary School. A student's parent filed the complaint,
contending the story promoted witchcraft, crystal balls, and demons.

Paterson, Katherine. A Bridge fo Tarabithia, Crowell. The Newberry Award-winning book
was challenged as sixth-grade recommended reading in Lincoln, Nebr. schools because it
contains "profanity” including the phrase "Oh, Lord" and "Lord" used as an expletive.

Sendak, Maurice. In the Night Kitchen, Harper. Challenged at Robeson Elementary School in
Champaign, Ill. because of "gratuitous” nudity.

Silverstein, Shel. A Light in the Altic. Harper. The poem "Little Abigail and the Beautiful
Pony" was banned from second grade classes in Huffman, Texas because a mother protested
that it "exposes children to the horrors of suicide.”

Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. Bantam; Penguin; Viking. Challenged in Marian County,
W. Va. schools, because the book contains profanity.
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Lesson 7
Handout #3

IN THE NIGHT KITCHEN - Group A

My position is that the book should be retained cn the shelf
in Normal Elementary School.

Who | am: (description of | :

ion this k:

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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I . Lesson 7

Handout #3
IN THE NIGHT KITCHEN - Group B

My position is that the book should be removed from the
shelf in Normal Elementary School.

| am ripti har r).
What | find objectionable about this book:

My thoughts | ) about what 1 { aht | if this book.

n rs_like i v from helv
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Lesson 7
Handout #3

THE LIGHT IN THE ATTIC - Group C

My position is that the book should be retained on the shelf
in Normal Elementary School.

Who | am: (description of your character)

My thoughts (arugments) about what | fear might happen if this book,

n rs li from shelves:

ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Lesson 7
Handout *2

LIGHT IN THE ATTIC - Group D

My position 1s that the book should be removed from the shelf in
Mormal Elementary School.

who | am {description of your character):

what | find objectionable about this book:

what Group € may say to counter these gbjections:

How | might respond to Group C's counter objections:

My thoughts (arquments) about what | fear might happen if this book, and others
like it, are not removed from the sheives:




\

Lesson 7
Handout #6

Bour Rights f0 Frecdom

"..q0V thit thought stayed free.”

Freedoms that could likely be denizd fo pou:

16l

Parctisular frecdoms that I want heey much for you to habe are

betause

Books T Pope pou will one day be able o vead and what ¥ lear~ed ov
gained from these books:

Ways in which T hope you will wse your freedom of expression, if,
indeed, it is a freedom to whicth pou habe atcess:
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Lesson 7: Additional Resources:

1. Amnesty International- 2500 clubs in US schools; promotes implementation of human rights;
Urgent Action letter writing campaign. Contact: Amesty international, USA, 322 8th Ave, New York,
NY 10001, 212-807-8400.

2, Center for Human Rights (New York Liaison Office)- Free booklets and posters on human rights
in limited amounts; Books, journals on human rights; Human Rights Day, December 10. Contact:
Center for Human Rights, Room S-2914, United Nations, New York, NY 10017.

3. Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
Based on Religion and Belief- A 1981 U.N. Declaration that promotes understanding, tolerance and
respect in matters relating to freedom of religion and belief. Contact: United Nations Sales Section,
Room DC2-853, Dept 701, New York, NY, 10017, 212-963-8302

4. International Aililance for Women- Lead organization for women's rights programs world
wide. Contact: International Alliance of Women, 809 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017, 212-682-
3649.

5. United Nations Centre for Human Rights- A source for additional information on human
rights and the United Nations efforts. Contact: United Nations Centre for Human Rights, Palais de
Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland.
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. - LESSON EIGHT
Your Right to Action

"Helped are those who find the courage
to do at least one small thing each day
to help the existence of another—
plant, animal, river, or human being.
They shall be joined by a multitude of the timid.”
Alice Walker, Temple of My Familiar

"The world is run by the people who show up.”

Anonymous
Objectives:
Upon review of this unit of study, students will choose an action
project to: '

1. Make the intent and content of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child known to others.
2. Includes deeds that are in the spirit of the Convention.

‘ 3. Simultaneously reinforce in students the connections between
rights and responsibilities.
4. Emphasize the interconnections and interdependence of all humans
in all countries of the earth.

Materials:
Lesson 8, Handout #1

Set Induction;

-The Convention states: States should make the Convention's

rights widely known to both adults and children. Why do you

think this directive is included in the document? How important is it .

to have the Convention's rights widely known to both adults and

children of the world?

-Whose responsibility is it to make the rights widely known? Is this

something in which you can play a significant role? Why might you

want to? (Refer back to earlier lessons and the quotes from Qur Town

and Maya Angelou on Terrence.)

-Display the following quote from Thomas Hardy and ask students how
‘ this relates to their study.
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"The human race is one great network
which quivers in every part
when one part is shaken,
like a spider's web when touched.”

-Ask students to estimate what percentage of the children of the world
have these rights or a large percentage of them? What percent of
children in the countries of their infant twins? What percent of
children in the country in which they presently live? What percent of
the children in their town or city?

Learning n
-"For what reasons, to what ends, have we studied the Convention so
thoroughly?

-Now that we know more about the Convention than do almost all
adults of the world, do we want to do anything with this knowledge?"
-Share the Alice Walker quote:

"Helped are those who find the courage
to do at least one small thing each day
to help the existence of another--
plant, animal, river, or human being.
They shall be joined by a multitude of the timid."
Alice Walker, Temple of My Familiar

-So what are our choices? In what areas does work need to be done?
In what areas can we do something?

-Educating adults in local, state, national government about
the Convention.

-Educating children at the school, neighborhood, city, state
levels about the Convention and rights to which it entities
them.

-Educating other children and adults about the "State of the
World's Children” relative to these rights.

-Choosing a particular area of rights (survival, development,
protection, freedom) and teaching others of the issues related
to each area.

-And so begins the brainstorming process. Small groups choosing




particular areas to brainstorm would likely yield a greater diversity of
ideas, followed by each group sharing with the whole.
-Some possible projects:
-Contacting local, state, or national governments, sharing their
concerns and suggestions re implementation of the Children's
Treaty at these levels.
-Model United Nations meeting of countries their twins,
focusing on area of righis.
-Take one iight (e.g. the right to name and nationality) and
do a school-wide awareness effort. .
-Identify groups in their community that work for one of
the rights in the Convention and interview them, have them
come speak to classes, or students can volunteer for community
service within these groups.
-See Lesson 5, Part 2 for literacy specific actions.
-Food drives are always valuable.
-A school can "adopt a country” to raise money for immunization
of all infants born in that year.
-Adapt the rights to a family level: How can I, as a family
member, help insure the rights to development of a younger
brother or sister by being a kinder sibling? If | am being
denied rights to protection, how can | get help?
-Students will generate many other valuable ideas.

-Encourage students to work either individually or in groups, whichever
they find suits their goals best. Suggest, also, that they keep the
projects manageable, and that they should be able to see a time when
the project, or at least this stage of the effort, is compieted.

-Assign a date on which they will be expected to report to the group of
the status of their projects. A project description handout might be
helpful to help them organize the project and the means to report it.

Closure:

-Discuss projects with the class. How meaningful were there? How
significant is what they learned from them? Will the projects have an
impact on their personal futures? Did their projects suggest future
projects?

-"You have spent a great deal of time in this study. Take a minute to
think it through from the very beginning to the culmination of your
personal action project. Think also about what the Convention means,
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couid mean, should mean, to the Children of the World. Think of how to ‘
condense this meaning into a symbol, a story, a wish, a poem, a dance, a

sculpture, a picture that captures the essence/the spirit of the

Convention. Image this symbol, poem, dance, sculpture in your mind.

Image it clearly. Add color (Think of how you can add color to a poem,

dance, a wish, etc.) and texture, etc.

-Take this image you have created and render it visible to others, so it

can be shared with others. This creation is your tribute to the

Convention; a picture of your responsibility to it; your feeling for it.

Please add it (or a description of it) to the Childhood Log of your
infant twin. '

The End of the Beginning
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Lesson 8
Handout #1
My @gibutz
fo the
Condention on the Rights of the €HiW

and 1o

Boyw, My Infant Thin

Ay final thoughts to pou, my infant twin:
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Lesson 8: Additional Resources

1. House of Representative Select Committee on Hunger- The major voice for hungry people
both domestically and internationally-on Capitol Hill which works to identify both the root causes of,
and the solutions to, hunger and hunger related deseases. 1991 End to Hunger Bill update and
information on the committee-ContactChairman Tony P Hall, The House Select Committee on Hunger,
US House of Representatives, Room H2-505, House Office Building Annex 2, Washington DC, 20515,
202-226-5470.

2. Model Unlted Natlons (MUN)- Preparatory book, newsletter, calender of MUN conferences;
annual teacher inservice program in New York. Contact: UNA/USA (Model UN Program), Jim
Muldoon, Director, 485 Fifth Ave New York, NY 10017, 212-697-3232.

3. Super Cupboard- A step by step guide for a six to eight week course offering people life skills
along with their food packages. Contact: Pennsylvania Coalition on Food and Nutrition, 128 Locust St,
Harrisburg, PA 17101, 717-233-6705 ($6.50).

4. UNICEF Halloween Boxes: For the UNICEF Field office nearest you and the contact number for
ordering UNICEF Halloween boxes, Contact: US Committee for UNICEF, 333 East 38th St, New York,
NY, 10016, 212-686-5522.

5. United States Ratification of the Conventlon on the Rights of the Chlid: Information
on what you can do to support ratification. Contact:Anne Keeney, Interaction, 1815 H Street, NW,
fith Floor, Washington, DC, 20006, 202-822-8429.

6. World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Chiidren- A
declaration and plan of action signed by over 71 world leaders (included President George Bush) at The
World Summit for Children (September, 1991). Contact: UNICEF House, World Summit for Children,
H6S Three United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017.
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General Resources

1. Institute for International Education

809 UN Plaza

New York, NY 10017

Fullbright Scholarships; international teacher exchanges and education.

2. UNICEF Classroom Materiais, Flilms, Videos
333 East 38th St

New York, NY 10016

212-686-5522

3. UNESCO

7, Place de Fontenoy

75700 Paris, France

Free magazine, UNESCO Sources, contains short articles on education, science and culture.

4. UNESCO Films (catalogue)
UNESCO Liaison Office
2 United Nations Plaza Suite 900
New York, NY 10017

5. UN Film and Video Catalogue

UN Radio and Visual Service, Department of Public Information, Rm $-845
United Naticns, New York, NY 10017

212-963-6939

6. UNIPUB

10033-F King Highway

Lanham, MD 20706-4391

MD: 301-419-7666; US: 800-233-0506

Distributes publications from FAO, GATT, IAEA, ILO, IMO, UN, UNESCO, UNITAR, UNU, WIPO and other
international sources. Free catalogue.

7. United Natlons Assoclation of the USA (UNA/USA)

485 Fifth Ave

New York, NY 10017

212-697-3232

Membership for those wanting to folow international issues and work of the UN. Interdependent
newsletter, numerous publications.

8. United Nations Bookshop
Room GA-32

New York, NY 10017
212-963-7680; 800-553-3210

9. United Natlons Sales Section
Room DC2-853, Dept 701

New York, NY 10017
212-963-8302

Free catalogue of UN publications.
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10. Women in Fiim (Catalogue)
UN Non-Government Liaison Service
DC-2-1116

United Nations, New York, NY 10017

11. The Worid Bank

Schools Program

Publications Department

1818 H Street NW

Washington, DC 20433

202-473-7529

Classroom ready booklets, slides on world development issues. Data on diskettes.
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Evaluation
Your brief evaluation of this curriculum would be greatly appreciated
by its authors and publisher. Please send your comments to the address
below.

Title of curriculum used:
Number of students taught:
Grade level: Course title used in:
How used (eg supplemental, with Model U.N., etc.):

Student comments: (if more space is needed, please attach.)

Teacher comments:

Strengths/weaknesses of the curriculum:

Suggestions for improvement:

Other topics and issues for which you would like to see teaching aids
developed:

Suggested format for these teaching aids (eg video, software, etc.):

Materials you have used to teach about that United Nations that you
would recommend:
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Your name:

Address:

Phone:

Please send Evaluation to: Mary Eileen Sorenson
UNA-MN
1929 South 5th Street
Mpls, MN 55454
(612) 333-2824
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