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Introductory Issue
December 1991
Crzazzd by
Gloria D. Jackson, MLS. MA
Lavout/Graphics - Lynn Clark
For permission to copy contact G.
Jackson

The pévp()\cm'lhi\ News-
L . -

letteris to present children's litera-
ture that reflects the many culiures
present in our pluliuc socicty.

If thése bobks are to be
read, by mainstream and minonty
children, they must bae enthusiasti-

cally introduced by teachens and
hbramans

My coal s 1o cnconaee:
cducators 1o use these booksathe
schools and so oive Al chuldren
mide i themselves undesstand -
g of others, amd meneaseyd read
ing skills. ~——

NEW Kwanzaa (1991) by
A.P. Porter is 2n easy-reading ,
now-to-do-it book covering the cre-
ation of this fesdval by Maulana
Karenga. its symbois. vocabulary,
cmncipies and purposa. The iliuswTa-
-ons are aimacdve and there is a
ziossary with pronunciation of
Swahill worgds.

-

rn——asiqes
P Re T e - T

cade students
car, rzed and discuss Have a Happy
1989, by Miiéred Pirts Walter, an
awaré winning 2uthor. It is a nicely
crafted  contemporary Story woven
zround the_Affican American fesd-
al - Nwanzaa - celeprated after
Christmas cay. The seven principles
are niceiv interworen into the story.

~ Note shouid ziso be taken of

What ua Morning; The Christ-
mas Story in Black Spirituals
%87y bv Jonn Langswif with
vicrant dliuszadons by the noted
Diack ar=s: zad zothor, Aspiey
3rvan. The words and musical |
scores for the spirituais are fea-

ids the illusTatons.

"Students should develop respect for the human dignity of

all people and an understanding of different cultures and
ways, of dife” Wistory - Sucial Science Frameworh CDOE. )

Holiday Time !!

A Tree of Cranes (1991) by Allen Say,

Allen Say is a Japanese-American artist and writer. His books span
waditonal and contemporary stories and his oictures always snow
= _carefui attention to cuitural detail. and have a feeling of space and
K.3,1ig'm. In this elegant picture book a boy tells the story of his first
AChristmasin Japar, His American mother bringsin2 litde pine wee
Aand decorates it with silver paper cranes and small candies - a
remembrance of her past Christmases in California. In this way she
shares her cusioms with her bi-cultural chiic. A geatie story with pictures of
a contemporary vet traditonal home in Jagan. The litle boy may live and
dress differently but he has the same excitement about presents as any
American child!

EXTENDED USE - .American swudents who have spent time in
other counmes can use this as a model to wrte stories apout how
they adapted their Christmas ( or other) cusioms iG the culture of

their host countries ..or vice versa!
RE DING: Chita’s Christmas Tree (1989 )oy Elizabeth
FitzgeraldHoward. Set in the carly 1900s in Baltimore this warm_Afijcan
Amercan Christmas story is a personal remembrance.. Little Chita and her
father (a physician) go out to choose a Christnas tree and wTiie her narme on
it - hoping that Santa Claus will bring it on Christmas Day. Though in picture
—_ book format. thers are short chapters covering various pre-Christ-
P Framas actvities of Chita. inciuding = scrumptous Chrisimas Eve
famnily dinner, and finally the Christmas Tree decorated and lighted
in the family home on Christmas morning. The pictures glow with

erzrrdwarmth. and the red and green accents proclaim tie hoiiday spirit.
An excepdonaily happy hoiiday book. (Be sure 10 read e book jacket
explaining the background for the story)The Silver Whistle (1989) by Alice
Tompert. is a Christmas story set in Mexico about a boy bringing a gift to
the Child during the aditional village ceremonies. Nice story and coiorful
illusadons. The Bell s of Christmas (1989) by Virginia Hamilton iy a
=aditional story of Christmas hoiiday acdviges a hundred vears ago as
snown through the eyes of 12-year-old Jason Bell, whose African American
‘amily has lived in Chio since the eariy 1800s. Older chiléren can

ead this chapter book alone and appreciats the autnentc “period detail “ that
is evident in the pictures and plot.

A Christmas Memory (1984) by Truman Capote. Written many
vears ago this literary gem has been reissued with wonderfui iilusgunons. In
itCapoterecalls with poignancy a Chrisimas se2son whenhewassevenvears
old and living ir the counaTy with an eccenzic 0id reiadve. Notsentimenta,
but cerainiy 2 loving Tibute. Read it aloud 10 oicer children . These books,
can make a good cormparadve study, and Engiish te zherscould alsoadéA
Chrisomas in Waies (Dyian Tnomas) to the discusscion.
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NEW- Picture Bride (1991)
by Yoshiko Uchida . A sensitive
zad absorting novel by 2 weii-estab-
iished Japanese- American author.
The story is of voung Hana Omiva
+ho leaves Japan to come to Caiifor-
ni2in1917.noidingtne wreofthe
—an she has promised 10 mamTy -
Taro Takedz. The book deals with
ihe hersh realides of Asian immi-
grant life of the dme - the poverty,
discriminadon - and also with the
:rcnszm of family and cultural ges.
g  Therei is iovalw tenderness,
r— cet:. mination and heart-
break in the story. Hanaand

Taro have one child - 2

ZZZZ daughter who eiopes with 2
.cunc American doctor and forsakes
har communicy, just before Worid
War II breaks out. The drama in the
story Ticks up as it relates the wag-

Ulv

".'
b

sdiss of the “avacuaton”, when ail
Japaness Americans in California

were senrtointemmentcamps where
conditoas were unheaithy andinad-
ea_ua:c. 10 sav the least The charac-

ers of Taro and Hana are weil drawn,
.nc thev eac.ireact 1o these changing
o..a..1on- Gifferendy. The subsid-

* characiers refiec: the different
.a s of Japanese American immi-

N -_

granzs of the tirne, so that there is noO
sizreonyping.
RELATED READING  Thou-

sand Pieces of Gold; A Biographi-
cal Novel by Ruthanne Lum
——~~—~— McCunn ( 1981) wiil aliow
‘ i older students to discuss the
simiiarities in the expen-
encesof voung Japanese and
Cainsse women as immugranis on
ine West coast around the tum or the
.Some studentscanread Sarah, Plain
and Tall (1985) by Patricia
MacLachlan to learn 2bout Amerni-
can mail-order brides who came out
West 10 marry men, sight unseen.
Other books reladng to the warume
evacuation of Japanese include
Yosaiko Uchida's Jeurney to To-
paz (1971 jwnich ficdonaiizes her
:xceriences as a chiid in the intem-
men: campos andé A Chiid in Prison
“amp (1971) v Shizue Takashima
An0i2.is ol thejaganessintemment
samzsn Canada dumng the war,

o —aa b
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NEW-At the Crossroads

illusr.rator

LOC\IS“S on UX» 192

.Y

(1991)by Rachel Isadora Author

t in the segregated townships of South Africa this picrure book

idren eageriv wainng atthe c*oss*oao.s to welcome
homs theirfathers. who have besn workinginthe¢

’ tal
 K-3%The ebb and flow of preparation,excitement, disappointment. hope.
suspense and final happiness are shown in the pictures of f adults and

ity for ten months.

children. their activities and expressions. As’ nignt falls and some
fathers have sdil not remurned. the bncnt colors give way to dark skies and
shadowy fieids, reflecting the somber mood of the » few children. still waiang
at the crossroads. At last the uck rumbles in and the joyiui cry rings out -

“Our fathers are home™!

NEW. First Pink Light (1991) by Eloise Greenfield. A good companion
book, showing a young African American child wanting desperately to stay
awake to welcome his father when he comes home at dawn. Even young
children will recognize the similarides in the books, and the older children
mmav want to discuss the socio-poiitical differences behind the stories.

{715 £00d 10 see more bOOKS relanng
to the Hispanic/Latno culture enter-
ing the marke:.
NEW The Gold Coin (1991) by
Alma Flor Ada is exceller T’nouon
irisanoriginaistory (Centzl America
setting) it has the elements of a
folktale and can very effec-
tively be used for
2 y RATT . o)
K T
AL atino culmiral flavor, and
cer:ainiv enhance the
storviine. The storvis of Dona Joseia
who spends her dme willingly help-
ing and heaiing her neighbors, and of
Juan. who pursues her to steal from
ner.But during the pursuit Juan be-
comes a changed man. and learns 0
giverather than take. An outs tanding
pook, by an educator who is knowi-
cdccaolc and outspoken in her sup-
sont of bilingual and muldcuitural
educaton. Borreouzta andthe Coy-
ote (1991) oy Vc*‘na Aardemais a
trickster tale from Mexico with faint
echoes of “The Three Billy Goats
Gruff”. The littls lamb avoids being
eaten by playing wricks on the coyote
and eventuaily putting him out of the
carnivore business! Nice glossary
and pronunciaton of Soa.msh terms.
Good forinformai drarcatization and
ciass oral participadon. In Abuela
(1991) bv Arthur Borros, Rosalba
and her s':and.“otnc- take an imagi-
nary ﬂ\msz trip over New York Ciy
and see tue sights from that vantage
point! Wonderfully coiorful. realis-
dc style pictures of ethnic neighbor-
hoods and inner city communities.
Can be used with many of the cross-

«“s

generatonal picture books featuring
oranaoa.rcms interacting with chil-

;\‘EW -- Taking Sides (1991)isa
novel by Gary Soto. 2 Hispanic au-
thor who writes honestly and sparsely
of life in the cenmai California val-
lev. His stories and poems are care-
fully crafted withmedculous descrip-
dve details, and vet have a touch of
humor and gende irony as he reveals
the jovs and fears of young
Hispanics coming of age. As
such his stories also touch a
nerve with all adolescents -
Aboys espec:ally. Inthis new
novel, 14-vear-old Lincoln
Mendoza moves irom the barrio to
the suburbs. and hersin iies the con-
flict. As an ace baske:ball player he
willnowbcplavincforhis new school
against his oid school - and his chiid-
hood friends. Under this obviouscon-
flictlies the probiemof adjusdngto a
different kind of neighborhood and
to the prcaormnantly white school.
(A different, yet similar conflict that
confronts immigrants :0 this coun-
Tv.) Who winsin the final play-offs?
Thc resoluton in the plot is satisfac-
tory, but unfortunately not through
Lincoln's own decision-making. A
good exercise would be 10 have st-
dents provide their own endings t0
the story. Two other books bv this
author are Baseball in April (short
stories) and A Fire in my Hands
(poems). Keep both books for read-
aioud when thers ars spaces of time
to fill up.

6-8
v




CREATE A DEMAND FOR MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE -
ASK FOR THESE BOOKS IN LIBRARIES AND BOOKSTORES!

« Aardema. Vema - Borreguiza and the Coyote: A

i2ie frem Avuta. Mexico. (1991) Hius. Perra Mathers. Knopof.

= Ada. Alma Flor - The Gold Coin. (1991) Olus. Neil Waldman., Atheneum

Dorros. Arthur - Abueia (1991) Illus. Elisa Kleven. Dution

=Greenfield. Eioise - First Pink Light (1991) Illus. Jan S. Gilchrist. Black Burttertiy Chiidren's Bks. (c.1976.
Harper)

~Hamiiton, Virginia - The Beils of Christmas.(1989) Ilus. L. Davis, Harcourt

*Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald - Chita's Christmas Tree. (1989) Mus. Flovd Cooper, Bradbury

=Isadora. Rache! - At the Crossroads. (1991) Greenwillow

MacLachlan, Patricia - Saran. Straight and Tall. (1985) Harper (also in pb - Harper Trophy)

=\cCunn. Ruthanne Lum - A Thousand Pieces of Gold: A Biograpnical Novel. {c1981) In pb (1988 ) Beacon
D

~Dorter. A.D.. - Kwanzaa. (1991) Pictures v Janice Porter, Caroirhoda

=Say. Allen - Tres of Cranes (1991) Houghton Miffiin

~Takasnima. Shizue - A Child in Prison Camp. (1971) Econociad In pb (1991) Tundra Bks.
=Taze, Eienom E. - Trhank vou. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jz.! (1990)

Watts

Tompert. Alice - The Silver Whiste. (1983) Macmillan

~Uchida. Yoshiko - Journey to Topaz (¢ 1971) Reprint. Creadve Arts Bks.

=U"chida. Yoshiko - Picture Bride. (1991) Nortnland Pr.. Arizona

=W aiter, Miléred Pints - Have a Happy... (1989) Lotarop. Also ir pd -Avon

= Einic authors  pb - paperback

Pubiication of this multicultural newslerter was announced at the workshops I gave in November

1001 at the California Reading Association conference. and the CMLEA conference. The respons
was positive with 70+ signups to receive the publication! The result is this Introductory Issue of

THE MIRROR. which is being sent to you free.

I pian to issue THE MIRROR five times during the school year.

During this parnial vear of 1991-92 - there will bghree more issues sent out during January,
March. and May 1992. If vou wish to receive these three 1ssues please fill in the form below and

return it soon, along with six 29 cent stampsto:
toria D. Jackson, 45 Mooniit Circle, =
Sacramento, CA 95831. ‘
PLEASE PRINT
Your NAME Position
Address
ALY
‘ School Grade level/s _
L
EMC)‘SmCt

Q
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What do vou m
\dulucuimxax Childre
There is no.one defer
Newsietter: will coinsider e.children’
and young £+ it books that posi=
svely and honestly reflectthe:
cultures in our school populatons..
The emphasis will be on minority -

ethnic cuitures, though. books of
Anglo-European cuitures will be
incluced when appropriate.. it wilk
aotinciude *\ooks in ocher fan:
cuages. It will recormmend books
that meet thc criteria.tharwiil be
expiained in furure issues - in this
coiums. Primarily ficdon, poesy,
biography and pictare books will. -
ac mc.:zcco. underthe. amc:c'ﬁa of

iterature . -

;ncmrc books:to ymmger smhnzs
Older studcms can dxscu '
themes’ of discriminaton;. 'smnla
ton; freedomy c.ﬁmral *’admons
and f:mmv castoms using. these:
BOOKS:.. Teachers € can: LSC excerpts
from noveis 0o} read to vounvcr

_ cmlarcn. 'I"ncconszam mmszon of
. these: aooks will rcmtorcc_ e
vaiidity of f the minori child-t0"
‘mnmcrse.f and othess:. (3) ’VIam- -

sieamireachers: wﬂi get an under-

<t3no.mo of other: cutmrcs bv
X e..nmz ali le.vels of dtcsebooks.

STAFF RESOURCES

3znis. LA, (1988) Muldetinic educadon: Theory and practce (2nd ed.)
Rocikizigh. NJ Allyn and Bacon

Canote. T. (1984) - A Christmas Memory. Dlus. by Beth Peck. Random

. (1968) - Pedagogy of the Oppressed. (Translated by Myta
3ercman Romas. 1970) Seabury, NY; Herder and Herder

Roilock. B (1988)- Black authors and illuszators of chiidren’s books: A
blograpnical o.cuor...rv New York, Gariand Pr.

Schon. I (1988)- A Hispanic Heritage. Series ITI: A guide to juveniie
300ks about Hispanic peopie and culture. Meruchen. NJ; Scarecrow Pr.

o sawaws -

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

GLORIA JACKSON has teen
a iibrarian in public and school
lipraries., and za =2ducationai
adminiszator for school district
libraries.She has beenacdvein giving
workshops for reachers and librarians.
and in textbook seieczon and writing
curriculum. Her recent researcn
culminated in a Masters Project
entdded - Muldethnic Literatare in
the Elementary School Curriculum -
(CSUS/1991). She anended the White
House Conference on Libraries and
Inforrmadon Sciencas asan Alternate
(Juiy 1991). Sheisnow aneducatonai
consultant  specializing in
Multicuiturai Literature for grades
¥-8. She wiil be givinga I unitcradit
course on K-8 Multiethnic Literature
on five Saturday mornings-starting
Fab. 29. 1992 at California State

University, Sacramento.

10—

FUTURE ISSUES

Look for tooks on the Ameri-
can Indian culture - stories. legends.
and how thev reiate 10 Ecology. Books
relating to the new Asianimmigrants.
There wiil be some emphasison simi-
larides in themes and foiktales. New.
-ecent and favorite older books wiil
pe reviewed. COMMENTS wiil in-
ciude informaton on ethnic authors.
and discussion of criteria for seiec-
tion of good books.

Le:me know whatyvou find most
useful. what vou would like dis-
cussed. \We are in this togethert!

M
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"I never have segn a man
that I thought was better
than me. I've seen em who
had more money, sure; or

more book learmin’; but
that don't make himn better
inside, not by a long shot. "
From I{'s Gowd T'o Be Black by Ruby
(.'nnd'win.

Self Esteem

Thank you,Dr.Martin LutherKing,

Jr! (1990) by Eleanora E., Tate, This
delightful novel rcvolves around Mary
Elouise, her African American family, & her
fricnds in the fourth grade. The conflict
concemns her reluctance to participate in the
Black Amcrican History play at school
because she lacks seif esteem. Her interaction
wi1 friends and family bring her to the
realisation of her own value. This is an
honest story that sensitively explores rhe
iack of self-acceptance in some minornty
zhildrer:, and their eventual journey to self
estecem. Though the theme is serious, the
plot and language abound in humor and
reflect the experiences of pre-teens.
Recommended for independent rcading.
Teachers will gain an incrcascd
understanding of minority students from this
~ook.Grades 4 - 7

dZ71 Amazing Grace (1991) by
Mary Hoffman is a picture book about an
African American child who has enormous
seif-esteem and a vivid imagination. Grace
‘ikestoactoutand "be” all sortsof characters.
Her fricnds think that she has overreached
~erself whenshedecidesthat she wantstobe
Peter Pan in the school play. But by using,
.maginauon, , she gets the role and docs
well. The pictures of Grace dance through
sepagesina vancty ofinnovauvecostumes.
She s arole model "to be what you want to
o GradesK-3

ERIC
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Respect for Nature - The Native American Heritage

This we know,The earth does not belong to us. We belong to
the earth.”
NIZW - Thesc words were spoken more than a century ago by  Chief Scattle when the
American govemnment wanted to move white settlers into the Indian territory and was
willing to pay for the ‘and. Jeffers has combined art #~d poetic text to give us a moving
adapuation of this speech.- Brother Eagle, Sister . Xy : A message from Chief
Seattle by Susan Jeffers (1991) "How can you buy the sky? How can you own the
rain and the wind?" This message is now in the classrooms and courts. The book should
be read aloud and discussed in history, science , language arts and speech classes. The poctic
text will be good for oral contests and can be casily adapted for choral reading. This is one
of the most inspiring and elegant juvenile books in recent years. It epitomizes the legacy of
the Native American - reverence for the earth.. Jeffers consulted with members of the
Lakota and other tribes Grades 3-8 .
N T/ - A book that speaks cven more directly to the environmental issue is Keepers of
the Animals; Native American Stories and Wildlife Activities for Children
(1991) by Michael Cadutoand .Joseph Bruchac(A benakistoryteller), This book of 266
pages is definitely a teacher's resource, in fact, it has a special Teachers Guide to go
along with it. It retells folktales aboutanimals, birds ctc. and cach of the storics is followed
by appropriate science topics (eg. migration, tidal zones, habitat etc); discussions of these
topics and activitics (art, science, drama, puppets, etc.) to use in the classroom. Use this to
putliteraturcin the scicnce curriculum, and introduce scientific concepts dramatically. This
book followed the success of the carlier book,Keepers of the Animals by the same
authors.
NEW Another book championing the environmental cause is The People Who
Huggedthe Trees(1991).Deborah Lee Roseadapied this folktale of Rajasthan which
extoisthe philosophy behind the contemporary Chipko Movementin India, whose members
are dedicated to the "conservation...of natural resources.” The picture book teils of young
Amrita, who lived in a village and loved the trees, frequently hugging them. When a group
of laborers cometo cutdown the trees. Amrita is outraged and mobilizes the villagers o hug
cach tree to prevent them being cut down. The Maharajah is summoned to deal with this
defiance, but just as he orders the laborers to continue, 2 mighty sandstorm occurs. When
itsubsidesitis found thatthough there isextensive damage inthe area the villageand its well
water has been saved because it was protected by the barrier of trees. The Maharajah gets
the message - as your students will. Lovely water colors on each page, with authentic
culwral details. Gr. 1-3

sssss= Though there is only a very small percent of Native American children in our school
populations, the books from this culture have vaiue because of their strong environmental
message, their inclusion in the curriculum and also because this culture, in asense , is the
heritage of all of us who now call ourselves Americans,  ********

Related Reading A recentuscful serics isthe NATIVE AMERICANLEGENDS
. Though these are formula books-same author and format, they have some
m special vajues. Each book recognizes and deals with a particular Indian nation.;
retells its folkuales , depicts its crafts, symbols etc. and then devotes 13 of the 47
pages to factual , historizal and contemporary information on that nation - including maps
and photographs. Thouch the folktale illustrauons are colorful, they are stylised and
faceless. These books were favorably reviewed by a Nauve American Resource teacher.

|
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S MORENZW BOOKS
The sudden influx of Russian refugees and
has given rise 1o an interest in books on this
culwre.Sorochintzy Fair (1991)is a
fanciful tale of the Ukraine. It is an carly
work of Nikolai Gogol .The story has been
translated and adapted, and the illustrations
impart a unique Russian cultural flavor.Itis
ihe story of young Paraska, whose parents
oppose hermarriage to the manshemeetsat
the Fair. There is acontract with a gypsy.an
episode of the devil's visit and a magical
resolution of ail conflicts! Grades 1-3
ASongoftheStars; anAsian Legend
(1991) by Tom Birdseye offers an
cxplanation (or the Chinese Festival called
Chi Hsi (Festival of the Milky Way;) This
romantic legend of star<crossed lovers is
enriched by the iridescent, stylised itlustration
s that look like cxquisite stained glass.
Grades 1-3

How the Ox Star Fell from
Heaven(1991) by Lily Toy Hong. The
viilage pcople in China werealways hungry,
so the Emperor of All the Heavens decreed
thatthey should eat “atleastonce every three
days.” He sent his trusted messenger, the
not-very-smart Ox Stardown tocarthto give
this message. What the Ox Star said was
slightly different - “The Emperor has declared
that you shall cat three umes a day, cvery
day"! The pcopic were happy, but the
Emperorwasnot! And he banished the Oxto
carthto be abeastof burden . The illustrations
arestylised, full of rich colors and almostall
are double page spreads. Because of the
style there may be some criticism of
stereotype, butchildren should be told this is
sheer fantasy - not reality. Kids love it
Gr.K-2

You'll love Everybody Cooks Rice
{1991)by Norah Dooley, A young girl
visits down the strectat supper time looking
for her brother, and in the process tastes rice
dishes from Barbados, India, Puerto Rico,
China, Haiti and Vietnam. The book is
colorfully, and realistically illustrated.
Recipes for the rice dishes are given at the
back. An excellent book to show the
commonalities in cultures. Gr. 1 - 7

No culture...retains its
identity in isolation; identity
is attained in contact, in
contrast, in hreakthrough.
Carlos Fuentes - "'lHow I

starled to Write" ' In Graywolf
Annual Five Multiculturnl]

Famous People of Many Cultures

February is frequently the time students in elementary and middle schools are assigned to
read and rcport on biographies of famous people. Here is an unusual collection of picture
books that span ail grades and are particularly appropriate for heterogeneous classes. Older
students can do research in encyclopedias etc. to back up the short text, adding dates, maps,
and other details 1o written or oral reports. These colorful books are a good introduction to
biographies.

NEW...Chingis Khan (1991) written and illustrated by Demi is a sophisticated
picture book . .The illustrations are like a series of miniature Mogul paintings set on cool
white walls that enhance their gilt frames and frequzat gold accents. The text is simple but
primarily factual, relating the life of this 12th century military genius(also spelled Genghis)
from his chiidhood on the arid plains of Mongolia, into the trials and adventures of
manhood, and the eventual creation of a massive war machine that was to conquer most of
Persia, Hungary, Poland, Russia and Chinaand make him “onc of the greatest conqucrors
in history”. Grades 4 - 7

NEW...The Last Princess; The story of Princess Kaiulani of Hawaii

(1991)by Fay Stanley is another biographical picture book that is written for older
children. Itisasad story of the betrayal of the Hawaiian pcople by the “haoles” (foreigners)
during the 1890s. The first few pages read like a fairy tale-a beautiful princess growing up
in plush surroundings. But then the reader learns of the conspiracy to annex the islands to
the US: the sudden death of the king; the abortive native revolt; the dethronement and
imprisonment of Queen Lilivokalani. Kaiulani has been sent to school in England, but she
returns to go to Washington to intercede for her people. President Coolidge,though
sympathetic, is unable or unwilling to curb the greed of the white setders. (Some parallels
to the fate of Native Amcricans.) The story is dramatic and cmotional. Kaiulani emcrges
as an intclligent and courageous young woman. Gr.4-7

Related reading: Shaka: King of the Zulus (1988) by Diane Stanley
| and Peter Vennema is a picturc-book biography of another military genius, who

ook a handful of Zulu fightersand tumncd them into an army of the finest warriors

in Africa” during the early 1800s. Grades 4 - 7
Diane Stanley is also the author/illustrator of the award winning picture book, Peter the
Great( 1986 )aboutanother military genius who dominated Russian history in the early
1800s .Gr.4-7
[ wish there were as many books about great men and women of peace. The Wheel of
King Asoka(1977) by Ashok Davar, is currently out of print but may be on some library
shelves.Itisa simplc picture book aboutan Emperor in Ancicnt India about 3rd century BC.
After seeing the devastation wrought by his conquering armies Asoka proclaimed and
followed a policy of non-violence, and governed by the philosophy that “justice, peace and
lovemustgoon.” AMan Called Thoreau (1985) by Robert Burleigh isanother short
and casy book that is beautifully written, with screne illustrations cvocative of the man and
his philosophy (which is explained in simple language). This title will also fit in well with
the environmental theme.Gr.4-7

Did you know therc was afamous matador in Spain who was aChinese-American ?Hisreal
namc was Bong Way “Billy” Wong, and Allcn Say has told his unusual story in the picture
book, EI Chino (1990). The first half of the book has sepia, photographic-like pictures
with sparse facts. Billy, the son of Chinese immigrants grows up in Arizona influenced by
his father's belicf that in America you can be anything you want to be! Billy wantstobea
basketball star, but though he is an excellent athlete - he is 100 short. So he becomes an
engineer. He visits Spainon vacauon, and hisambitionchanges, as does themoodof thetext
and the illustrations .which burst into color. He perseveres against considerable odds but
does cventually emerge as the very first Chincse bullfighter in Spain. This story crosscs
cuitural boundarics and is filled with the power of possibilitics. I found itexciting. Older
students might Uy to rescarch further details of this interesung man. Gr. 3.7
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Introduce these books to teachers and students
ﬂ__
Titles mentioned in this Newsletter have buying information
here.Prices have not been added since they can vary. Some additional
tittes have been added as space permitted. *Ethnic authors

Amazing Grace by *Mary Hoffman. 1991 Dial Bks. ISBN 0-8037-1040-2

Brother Eagle, Sister Sky; A Message {rom Chief Scawle by Susan Jeffers. 1991. Dial Bks
ISBN 0-8037-0963-3

Chingis Khan by Demi. 1991 Holt ISBN 0=8050-1708-9

El Chino by *Allen Say 1990 Houghton ISBN0-395-27028-1

Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley. Illus/Peter Thomton Carolrhoda JSBN0-397-
32179-1

His Majesty, Queen Hatshepsut by Dorothy Carter. 1987 Harper ISBN 0-397-32179-1
Gr.6-8

Ilowthe OxStar Felljrom Heaven by *Lily Toy Hong. 1991 Albent Whitrnan Pub. (SBN
0-8075-3428-5

The Last Princess; The story of Princess Kaiulani of Hawaii by Fay Stanley. illus. by
Diane Stanley 1991 Macmillan/Four Winds ISBN 0-02-786785-4

A Man called Thoreau by Robert Burlcigh 1985 ISBN 0-689-31122-2

The People Who Hugged the Trees adapted by Deborah Lee Rose with pictures by Birgitta
Saflund. 1690 Roberts Rinehart, Niwot, Colorado. ISBN 0-911797-80-7

Peier the Grea: by Diane Stanley. 1986 Morow ISBN 0-02786790-0

Shaia: King of the Zulus by Diane Stanley. 1988 Morrow ISBN 0-68807343-3
Sorochintzy Fair by *Nikolai Gogol Illus/Gennadij Spirin. 1991 David Godine Pub.
ISBN 0-87923-879-8

Thank you Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.* by Elcanora Tae 1990 Waus ISBN0-531-
151514

The Wheel of King Asoka by *Ashok Davar 1977 Follew Not in print.

SERIES
NATIVE AMERICAN LEGENDS. Author Terri Cohienc. Troll Assoc. 6 bks gr. 4-8
Sctin lib bdg - $89.70 ISBN 0-86593-000-7 Also available in paperback - Watermiil Pr,
Clamsheil Boy (Makah); Dancing Drum (Cherokee); Ka-Ha-Si and the Loon (Eskimo);
Liule Firejly (Algonquin)
Easy reading biographies by Jeri Ferris. Carolrhoda Pr. Gr.3-5 (ESL Gr.5-8)

Arctic Explorer; The Story of Matthew Henson. 1989

Go Free or Die; Story about Harriet Tubman 1988

Native American Doctor; The Story of Susan La Flesche Picotte. 1991

Walking the Road to Freedom; A Story about Sojourner Truth. 1988

What are you figurin’ now? A story about Benjamin Banneker. 1988

Teacher Resources

2oaks without Bias; Through Indian eyes.
Edited by *B. Slapin and *D. Seale. 1989
Oyate Pubs., 2702 Matthews St., Berkeley,
CA 94702. 462pp Spiral bdg. $25.00
ISBN 1-55591-027-C $19.95  Teachers
Guide - $5.95 (Reviews and Evaluates Native
American children’s books)

Graywolf Five: Multicultural Literacy;
Opening the American Mind editzd by
Rick Simonson and Scott Walker. 1988
Graywolf Pr. St. Paul, MN

It's Good To Be Black by Ruby Gocdwin,
pb 1976 Southzm Illinois U. Pr.

Keepers of the Animals: Native American
Stories and Wildlife Activities for Children
by Michael J, Caduto and *Joseph Bruchac.
1991 Fulcrum Pub.,350Indiana St., Golden,
Colorade 80401

Keepers of the Earth; Native American
Stories and Environmerital Activities for
Children. By Michael Caduto and *Juseph
Bruchac. 1988 Fulcrum Pub. ISBN 1.
§5591-027-0519.95 Teachers Guide $9.95

Hovic Middle “School
students on Biographical
Fiction or Fictional Biography.
Let them read, then.research
the facts! R
1,Juande Pareja by Elizabeth Borten .
de Trevino. 1965. Newberr.:Winner:
Econociad. Cross cultural;Yelazquez,
Spanish painter.- | .- =
AnthoryBurns; the Defeatand Triumph.
of a Fugitive Slave. by:-Virginia
Hamilton. 1988 Kriopf i
The Secret Life of Pocahontas by Jean
FT“Z I P .

FUTURE ISSUES - Themes will include Joumey to Freedom; Comparative Folktaies; Overcoming Prejudice. Hold fast the

Drcam. Do you have other suggestions?

‘m envelope! A thousand labels! Iam,

March and May issues if they -
Send their name/address and_six 29 cents stamps 1O - THE MIRROR,

My daughter, the layout artist, generously gifted me with the new address label that I hoped you naticed on your
orafore, committed to this Newsletter for some time to come! Sc, please get
the word out! Interested librarians, teachers and parents can receive this issue and the subscquent

15 Moonlit Circle, Sacramento, CA 95831 ,
Name Positgon
Address (with ZIP)

Gr: District

(S R4
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Cuestions amd Comments:
lamappreciative of the responseto the introductory Issue,and have ken intoaccount some
of your suggestions. I invite readers to scnd in comments and suggestions. We are in this
togcther, to enrich reading and promote und_ezsmnding.

Skould culturally diverse books be equally represented, or represented in
proportion to the minoritics presentin a school population? No.Formany
rezsons. (1) These books are notpublished in preportion to the currentderographics. There
are many more books,. reflecting the African American culture because - this literawre
started being published earlier,during the push for Civil Rights in the 1960s. (2) A variety
of multiethnic literanure should be availabie to all minority and mainstream students 10
promote understanding. (3)Books about minority cultures have many themes in.common,
rand their appeal can and should be across cultures. (4) Many award-winning minority-

litcrature. o Y o ) : L
Itis mostimportant that MANY books from MANY cultures be introduced
andavailable toMANY studints and teachers, toavoid creating stereotypes.

Critgria for muylticthnic children’s Jiterature,

(1) Consider the ethnicity and/or authority of the author. Ethnicauthorsaresensitive toand
knowledgeable abouttheirown cultures. Mainstream authorsshould show the rescarchand
experieace that backs thetr writing /illustrating of these books. Read the book jacket blurbs
for author information.

() Know the dale of original or reprint publication. Cultural sensitivity has gradually
emerged only after the late 1960s, Bocks published prior to this date should be examinged
more carefully for patronising or denigrating atlitudes and content.

(3) Watch [or siereptvping in characterization, setting, illusirations and language.

(4) Examune the plor/conient to ensure the veracity of historical and cultural in_fqrmauon and
altitude. S

(5) Look for culiurally relevant and/or universal themes,

(6) These books should of course, also meet the guidelines for appropriate and worthwhile
children’s literature. . . L .

The overriding criterion is that these books presenta positive picture bfﬂ_ze
culture depicted. They should help to reinforce the self esteem of minority

GLORIA JACKSON has been a school
librarian and library administrator during
the last 17 years. Her recent research
culminated in a written Masters Project -
Multiethnic Literature in the Elementary
School Curriculurn (CSUS/1991). Currendy
she is an cducational consultant presenting
workshops on this topic.

culiure books merit a place in libraries and classrooms just because they are sx;peri_or-

The purpose of this Newsletter is to
present children’s literature that reflects the
many cultures present in our pluralistic
scoiety.

In order for these books to reach both
minority and mainstream students, they must
be introduced enthusiastically by teachers
and librarians.

My goal is to provide information 1 -
educators so that they will use thess books
with studcents, and so give all children pride
inthemselves and increased respect for other
cultures.

children,andencourageinterestandrespectfrom allchildrenand :gqclzers..

"Children, not yet aware that it is dangerous to look too
~/ deeply at/anythinﬁ,, look at eve
e

hing, look at each
P other, and draw their own conclusions." James Baldwin

i

/

COQURSES & CONFERENCES
Gloria Jackson will give a course on

Multiethnic Literature K-8

One Graduate Credit Unit - $90.00
Saturdays, 9 - 12 noon
February 29 - Mar 28, 1992
Calif. State Univ. Sacramento
Call herat 916/417-1956 for
further information.
0 0000 OO OGO OOOOOOOTORETCOLSTS
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The Purpose of this Newsletter is to
present new and recent multiethnic
pooks .It is hoped that the
reviews.actvities and reiated
readings will encourage teachers
and librarians to enthusiastically
inroduce these books to students,
and use them in the classroom.
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~ Grade Levels can be flexible * .

depending on smdcm abitity and 1eachet
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Ignorance Breeds Fear

“But the Fast Fnders staved
in the Fast
and the West Enders staved
in the West, *

and the less they knew about
cach other
the more they invented!™
Maniac Magee | Spinelh

MANIAC MAGEZE by Jerry Spinelli
1990 Liule, Brown & Co.
ISBN 0-316-80722-2 Gr. 6-8+

This Newbery Award book is a story
about tesnage bravado - both white and
black: about homelessness of the young
and alone-ness of the old; about sports;
about families, loving or cruelly
dysfunctional; about looking out for
yourself and others.

Itisa Tall Tale - of the exaggerated
strength and unusual humanity of teenage
Jeffrey Lionel Mages He's John Henry
overcoming the odds and Gatahad
searching for the Grail. They call hima

Maniac!The other characters serve the
story and its theme - and are either very
good or very bad! But they are always
interesung.

It is an Allegory of the Lion
sitting down with the Lamb and sharing its
food. If the current philosophy of muid-
culturalism promotes honest
confronation as the way to understanding,
then this is the book to take the message (0
kids of all colors. A runaway white
teenager from the West End (Maniac),
arrives in an East Enid black
neighborhood, withstands challenges.
enjoys hospitality, sees beyond skin color
and tries to spread this message of
understanding to others - with varying
success. Weaving through the staccato
sentences, pithy paragraphs and exciting
exploits is the message that ignorance
breeds fear and knowledge fosters
understanding.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE £ 4

HERE COMES THE CAT by Frank
Asch & Vladimir Vagin(artist) Scholasuc
1989 ISBN 0-590-41859-9 Gr.1 -4+

Before Boris Yeltsin became a household
name, and the fear of the red meaace had
receded -this almost-wordless picure
book was designed and illustrated by an
American / Russian collaboration. The
brightly colored picuwes have white
bubbles with the message - "Here comes
the cat "- in both English and Russian.
These words of alarm are carried by an
alert mouse who enters each picture
interrupting the activities of mice-people
at play and at work.and is soon followed
by an anxious army of mice.Thena
monstous shadow of a cat's head appears
which is followed by a gigantc but docile
cat bearing a wagon on which is an

enormous slab of cheese for the

mice!

ACTIVITIES;

Leamn the simple Russian

waords (pronunciadon given),
discuss the theme, write the  story, create
a bilingual picture book. Older sdents
can discuss the symbolism, genre, and
relevance to current events; create their
own fables, parables or allegories.
Comparc with THE TERRIBLE THINGS /

Some book ACTIVITIES
have been suggested
because multdethnic books
need to be actvely infused
into the curriculum. Librarians
and teachers can work together 1o
initiate, support and implement
these or
other activities.




Old Stories and the Storyteller

VASILISSA THE BEAUTIFUL. A
Russian folktale adapted by Elissbeth
Winthrop [llustrated by Alexander
Koshkin. HarperCollins Pub. 1991 ISBN
0-06—21662-X $15.89 Gr.1-4

Itis good to see another Russian/
American collaboration in the reteiling of
the this traditional Russian foiktale. This is
great for Storytelling. It has many
familiar folktale motifs- like the wicked
stepmother; absent father; ill-treated
stepchild; dangerous forest; magic object;
impossible tasks: handsome ruler who
marries vinuous stepdaughter - all woven
‘ogether in a story with a nice element of
suspense, and enough new twists to keep
the auendon of any kids!. The culture-
specific element is Baba Yaga, as
omnipresent in Russian stories as Anansi
is in African tales. Baba Yagais usuzlly
an ugiy hag/witch who flies around in a
mortar and threatens to eat people.

The illustrations. are plendful. colortul.
and show traditional Russian costumes.
The notes at ihe end have good
information on the story roots and the
Baba Yaga motif; as well as on the
Russian illustrator. This book is 2 winner!

S ———
BABA YAGA; A RUSSIAN FOLKTALE

retold by Eric 4. Kimmel [llusuated by
Megan Lloyd. Holiday House 1991
iSBN 0-8234-0854-X Gr.1-3

Add this to your list of must-have picure
books. The maditional Cindercila mouf
takes a twist hers in that the ill-treated,
good stepchild, Marina, is not beautiful,
but has an ugly hom growing out of her
forehead, and she has nnly one jealous
stepsister. By being kind. Marina not only
escapes being eaten by Baba Yaga, but her
hora is removed and placed instead on the
forehead of the greedy sister. Of coure
there is more (0 the story, but the
humorous illusrations :and slight twist to
the plot lend an air of irony 10 a tradidoral
theme. Good for storyteiling.

3
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“_just as the river gives water to ail who are thirsty, no m.m('r who they are, so yvou st
lcarn tu treat everyone with kindness, even those who secm dlffc'rt‘nt Imm you”

N I‘ T— e 4w

PEDRQ AND THE PADRE : An
Ancient Mexican Tale by Verna
Aardema [llus. by Friso Henstra Dial
1991 ISBN 0-8037-0523-9 Gr.K-3

A trickster tale about a young Mexican
boy who is lazy and uses many excuses
but who gets his comeuppance eventually
and is forgiven by the Padre. A delightful
picture book with humorous but positive
illustrations. Though sombrercs are
plentiful, I was pleased to notice there
were also some other kinds of hats shown.
Good for storytelling.

ACTIVITIES:
Read THE BOY OF THE

THREE-YEAR NAP | Allen
Say, Compare and contrast.
the two lazy protagonists. Tell stornies of
other Tricksters - Covote (Amencan
Indian), Anansi and Brer Rahbit (African
American)

THE WOMAN WHO OUTSHONE THE
SUN: The legend of Lucia Zenteno.

From a Poem by Alejandro Cruz Martinez.
Tlus. Fernazado Olivera, Children's Book
Press 1991

ISBN 0-89239-101-% Gr. 14

There is a legend from the Zapotec Indians
of Oaxaco, Mexico about a Lucia Zeateno,
the beautiful stranger with such long,
lustrous hair that wien she went down to
the niver 1o bathe,the fish loved to plav in
it. Lucia understood naiure and had
magical powers that the villz 7ers did not
undersand. So they were afraid and sent
her from their village. But the river went
with her and there was drought. The

v llagers apologised and she brought the
river back again to bless them. But Lucia
disappeared and only left her spirit to help
them "live with love and understanding.”
Lustrous illustradons give 2 non-European
norm to feminine beauty. The last page of
the book has the story of the tragic death
of the poevauthor. Bilingual/Spanish

Woman Whao ()utslwne the Sun

PUEBLO STORYTELLER by Diane
Hoyt-Goldsmith. Photographs by
Lawrence Migdale Holiday House
1991 S14.95 ISBN 0-8234-0864-7
Gr.2-8

The photographs in this factual oook are
culture-specific and show activitdes
engaged in by voung April and her
grandparents in the Cochiti pueblo near
Santa Fe, New Mexico - making and
baking bread, molding a traditional
—Pueblo storvietler” pottery figure, and
leamning the Buffalo dance. The whole
book is so seamlessly constructed it reads
like liierature, and it also includes the
Pueblo legend , “How the People Came 10

Earth”. Pronunciations cf Indian words
and terms are given in the text A glossary

of definidons and an index are

added.

ACTIVITIES:

The descripdons of cooking,
pottery making, dance, encourage
replication in a classroom.

TAR BEACH by Faith Ringgoid
author/artist Crown Pubs. 1991
iSBN 0-517-58030-4 lib bdg Gr.K-2
TAR BEACH by Faith Ringgold
author/artist Crown Pubs. 1991
ISBN 0-517-580304 libbdg Gr.K-2
This 1992 Caldecott Honor picture
book depicts the imaginative journey of
young Cassie, flying over her favorite
spots in New York - Washington Bridge,
Tar Beach, and the 2partment rooftop
where her African American family plays
cards on warm nights and the children
sleep out under the stars.

ACTIVITIES: Compare with

the 1992 Caldecot Award -

TUESDAY by David Weisner
(frogs flying away on lily pads) and
ABUELA by Arnthur Dorros 1991

“lhe




Rap, Rhythm and Remembrance
BIG MAMA'S by Donald Crews.

THE MOUSE RAP by Walter Dean
Myers. Harper 1990
ISBN 0-06-024343-0 Gr. 6-8+

The Mouse is a smart and confident 14-r-
old who loves to rap. He lives in Harlem
with his mothsr, and hangs arourd with 2
clique of three boys and three giris. This
is their story, and it is oo long 10
condense into a few sentences! Enough 0
say that it describes family and friend
relationships, teenage challenges, and
i in
the city. There is humor, suspease, nice
characterization, good story and 2 rap
poem to inroduce each chapter. The
dialogue and descriptions are colorful and
clean.. Great READALOUD.

ACTIVITIES:
-Small greup - Inwoduce the
Mouse to the Maniac, and create

a dialogue between them. Act itout.

You’ve heard my story, you’ve
dug my show
You’ve rapped the rhythm and
felt the flow
But now it’s time for The Mouse
to split
‘Cause the tale is ended when the
pieces fit.

#

NATHANIEL TALKING by Eloise
Greenfield. [llus Jan Spivey Gilchrist.
Writers and Readers Publishing Inc. Black
Buusrfly Children’s Bks.NY 19388

ISBN 0-86316-200-2 Gr.2-3

The reader shares nine-year old
Nathaniel’s happy and sad experiences
through his talking - -which ranges from
infectious rap to quicter blank verse
poems, and cuiminaung in some twsive-
bar-blues lyrics. Spivey’s lovely studies of
Nathaniel make him rcal.At the end of the
book the African American, award-
winning author explains the stucturs of
the 12-bar-blues lyric.

A SUMMER LIFE by Gary Soto
Dell paperback, 1990
ISBN 0-440-21024-8 Gr.5-9

This author has an observant £ye, an
amazing memory and a pen that
illuminates unnoticed scenes and
unimportant episodes to make them
memorable. The thirty-nine brief essays
(two or three pages each) are deceptively
simple yet crafted with artisiry. Sut’s
loving but unsentimental tributes to his
childhood in a Latinc community ia
Fresno. are always honest and positve,
frequently funny and never trite. Teachers
should keep the book at hand for quick
and enjoyable” readalouds” in the

¢class.(Or for their own
relaxagon?)
ACTIVITIES:
Use for analysis, modelling of
creative writing; and telling family stonies.

Class project - WHEN I WAS VERY
YOUNG anthology of swdent swories!

ALL NIGHT, ALL DAY; A Child’s First
Book of African-American Spirituais.
Selected and Illustrated by Ashiey Bryan.
Atheneum 1991 ISBN 0-689-31662-3

All grades

Coretta Scott King award.

Luminous paintings illustrate this latest
coilection of spirituals. It has beea
Ashley’s mission 1o bring into print some
of the hundreds of spiriniais that are being
lost. or appropriated by other mausical
genres, This indigenous music reflects the
faith, courage, and joy of the African
American heriage.

Greenwillow Bks., 1991 ISBN 0688-
09951-3 Gr.K-2

The author/artist paints his memories of
summer wips to Grandma’s house when ne
was young. We follow the four children
and mother as they take the train to
Couondale, greet the grandparents, run
excitedly through the rooms and out inw
the yard, stable etc. 10 make sure
everything is the same as the year befors.
The last page shows a seif portrait of the
artist as he looks out at the skyscrapers
silhouenied against the night sky. “Some
nights, even now, I think that I might
wake up in the morning and be at
Bigmama's with the whole summer ahead
of me."There is a pleasing predomunance
of shades of brown as well as many
primary colors that make the illuszagons
active and atractive. A book that extols
the sense of family and heritage in the
black community.

AUNT FLOSSIE’S HATS (AND CRAB
CAKES LATER) by Elizabeth Fizgerald
Howard. Paintngs by James Ransome.
Clarion Bks. 1991

ISBN 0-395-54682-6 K-2

A happy book of memories.with realistic
paintings of the young African American
girls - Saran and Susan, their auractve,
macure Aunt Flossie and her comiortable
home. And of course, the hats - of many
colors. emanating from chinz-covered
hatboxes. The giris luve orying on the hats
and hearing Aunt Flossie tell stories about
them. Their favorits is the time her best
Sunday hat flew off, feil in the river and
had 1o be rescued by a dog! After such an
expaienceshewmtfotcnbm- and
that is what they do again in the book.
“Cab cakes taste best after siories.about
Aunt Flossic’s hats”

I1HAVEA DREAM : A Collection of Black Amaricans on US. Po: ge Stamps.
pobilished by the US. Postal Service. 1991 1798° =

ACTIVITEES: A beautiful aloum of 28 portraits of distinguished African Americans painted
Comp-rz cultural poeuc styles :

by Thomas Blackshear for US. postage stamps. Each full-page.color portrait
bas a biographical sketch on the facing page. The book comes with aset of
stamps. The portraits are back-to-back and the binding is not reinforced.
Good for DISPLAY and REFERENCE, " 7@ 77 o e
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\odel for drawing self porgaits

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




Escape from Fear... J ournéy to Freedom

#

THE YEAR OF IMPOSSIBLE
GOODBYES by Sook Nvul Choi.
Hougnton 1991 ISBN 0-395-57419-6
Gr. 7-8+

This harrowing tale of oppression,
survival and eventmal escape.is told by
10-vear-old Sookun, who lives with her
famiiy in North Korea during the
1940s.The first chapters relate the
degrading conditions of their life under the
Japanese occupation.The cverlords are
vicious in their demands and punishments
- Thers is a brief, poignant description of
a simpie birthday party, but even thathas a
tragic end. In 1945, the Japanese leave but
e Russans arive with a totalianan
regqime that becomes as onerous. The last
nree chapiers have good - .spense in
iascribing the escape of Sookun and her
~ounger brother to the South.They are left
Alone 10 endure Aunger, san, coid and nsk
15 they make the dangerous journey to
{reecdom and eventuaily scramble under
e barbed wire marking the 38th parailel.
and so reach sarety. . The story, rooted in
the experiences of the author, {osters
respect for the Koreans. and empathy for
thetr sutferings.It's description of the
Japanese occupying forces has many
sarailels with Nazi oppression in Worid
War 0 Europe.

“There was one of two things
Thada right to, Liberty or
Death. If I could not have

one, T would hayé the other,
for no man should take me
alive” Harriét Tubman

If you are not already a subscriber and
wish to recsive the final issue- (May-+4)
or the preceding issues ~{ Inooductory-=1.
January-s2, Marcn—3.), send vyour name.
:ddress and two 29 cones siamps foreach
:ssue reguesied 0 -

The MIRROR. 45 Mconiit Ciie,
Sacramento, CA 93851

" Story

is a universal mirror that shows us the ruth about
accept pain, find jusuce

CHILDREN OF THE RIVER by Linda
Crew. Delacorte 1989, Dell paperback
1591 ISBN 0-$30-21022 Gr.6-9+

A well-written romance about 2 young
Cambodian refuges in a Corvallis high
school and how she confronts the cuiture
conflictand growing love between herself
and the outstanding school athlete. In
flashback it describes her desperate escape
from Cambodia on an overicaded freighter
which is not equipped with enough shelter,
food or medical aid for the hundreds of
refugees aboard. There is discomfort,
disease and death. How Sundara deais
with these memories and exorcises the
guilt she feels, is part of the plot, and well
resoived.

The author sympatheucally describes
cultural convenuons and cross-cultural
communicauons.She acknowiedges the
heip of many local Cambodians.

COMMENTS

Even though funds are being cut there isa
high priority for serving the nesds of our
muitiethnic stdent popuiatdon. Now is the

time of ask for monies through dismics
budges i

MU ! 2 tha
san

— provide reading that is relevant to the
diverse student populations and as such
increase self esteem and reading
modvaton (especially in at-risk students)

- posiavely reflecta variety of cultures
and so foster understanding, balance
negative personal experiences and
improve school climate

-- support and earich the curricuium
with nformaton on minority
conmbutions to American history

-- satisfy the Framework's mandate for
weil-written , age-approprate literature
thar expiores worthwhile themes.

#

A BOAT TO NOWHERE by Mauresn
Crane Wartski. Westmunster 1980 New
American Lib. .1981 Only paperback.
ISBN 0-451-16285-% Gr.6-8

if you missed this in hardback the
papesback is available.This is a quly
adventurous tale about the courage and
perseverance of a family of “boat peopie™
escaping from the Viet Cong in a smail
fishing vessel that doesn’t even have 2
compass! It is a compeiling story of
devastating storms, desperate measures,
lack of food.sickness , death and evenrual
rescue and freedom. Great readaloud !

RESOURCES

The Multicolored Mirror;
Cultural Substance in Literature
for Young Adults. Edited by Merri
Lindgren, Cooperative Children’'s Book
Center. 1591 Highsmith Press, P.O.Box
800, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin 53538-
0800 Paperback ISBN 0-917846-05-2
$19.75

This reference 'gem’ contains the speeches,
papers and panel discussion given at the
Conference of the same name held in
Wisconsin in 1991, plus a bibliography of
101 recommended muiticuinrat books.
The presenters are well-known in this
field - Rudine Sims Bishop, Tom Feelings,
Elizabeth Howard, Walter Dean Myers.
Doris Seale, George Ancona
Itis very well wnaen and includes good
information on the history of these Dooks.
their evaluation, illusgatoa, value for the
child, and publicanon. Dontmiss this!

ourselves...Inside story we can

, and experience exaltation... Story defines humaniry”

Storyteiling by Livo (1986)
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The purpose of this Newsletter is t0
present new and recent multiethnic
books. Itis hoped that the reviews
and activities will encourage teacners
and librarians to enthusiastically
introduce these books to students and
1o use them in the classroom.

Multiculturai Literature Reflecting a
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Xlava Ancelou-d Shalf Notr Be
Voved

THE YEAR THEY WALKED; Rosa Parks
and the Monsgomery Bus Boycont by
Beatrice Siegel Four Winds Pr. 1992
ISBN 0-02-782631-7 S13.95 Gr.2-8

Rosa Parks, a modest black woman, was
the cataiyst for the Civil Rights Movement
of the sixtes. Though this is not 2
biograpby it gives packground
informauon and expiains ber growing
political awareness that resuited in her
refusal (o give up ber seaton the buswa
white man.

The book follows the ensuing bus boycot
from its first uncerain days, through its
gathering swength and final victory when
the Supreme Court declared the
segregation laws of Alabama to be
illegal. This is a dramatic story of an
aroused minority wielding power through
pon-violence, careful organization and
plodding perseverance. They were
inspired by the rallying cries of Manun
Luther King, Jr who fosé (0 prominence as
their charismatic leader. This well-wnuea
book. with accompanying photographs.
conciudes with information on the life.
work and recognition of Ms. Parks adter
these events and to this day.

CURRICULUM: US. Histwory
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ROSES SING ON A NEW SNOW; A
Delicious Tale by Paul Yee, Nlustrated by
Harvey Chan. Macmillan 1991 ISBN 0-
02-793622-8 $13.95 Gr. K-S

In this realistic little tale set in the New
World at the turn of the century we meet
Maylin who cooked delizious food for her
father's restaurant in Chinatown-but the
credit was given to her two™fat and lazy”
brothers. When the Governor of South
China visits Chinatown, Maylin prepares 2
dalectable dish for him which is so good
that the Govemor wishes to meet the cook
and learn how to make it Read the book
1o find out what happens next! This is not
a ‘fairv-uale’ ending and has a nice touch
of humor, realism and poetic justice!

A refreshing story. Its theme has
mu*iculral implications. “Even witk
comumon basics thers are unigue
differeaces that must be acknowledged.”
The illustrations dance right along with
the plot and the expressions On the faces
ofthechmmsmahnostasmin
themselves!

ACTIVITES: Predict an

ending Discus: the role of

women. Discuss coixmon-

alities and differences in
culuzral foods. Tie in with Everybody
Cooks Rice MIRROR¥2)

«_glthough it is important for
each of us to cherish our own
special heritage,

I believe,
above everything else,
we must all celebrate our
common humanity.”

»

Yoshiko Uchida

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




Who am I, Really ?
“’
T35 INVISIALE 1#READ: an
susobiography by Yosbiko Uckida.
\fessner Pubs. 1991 1SBN 0-671-74163-2
Gr, %=

~HE LOST GARDEN: A Memour by
Taurence Yep. Messaes 1991 *SBNO-
471-741594

(": SR+

A sgong theme runaung through
—uigcultwral litesature is seif

_aufication (whica is differsat from self

2em). The first siep in understanding
e "hypbenamd-American” iswbe
sensuive to e dichowomy and/or culturs
conflict that exiss within such persons. It
1s interesung 0 know that these two
autbors. whose books have done much for
e seif-ideanficanon of Asian American
-asidren. had their own problems of
:denuficacon.
For most of ber life YOSHIKO wondered
.wbat was 1. anyway?” As achild. she
absolutely refused (o learn to read and
wrnite Japanese. and visiung in Japan 2s a
chid she feitlikea foreigners...”Sut the
sad tuta was. in America (0. [was
rercaived as 2 foresgnes”. So - wasa’t
reaily torally Amesican. and [ wasn't
totally fapanese. { was a mixaere...and
couid never be apything eise.” It wasn't
unul sae visited Japan as 3 youog wOoman.
wat ~huings began W wrn around {and] [
snderstood who I really was.”

+In my neighbornood 1 had grown

up thinking that I was as

American as all the other
children” Laurence Yep

YVED says- “It 100k me years 1o realize
matimscmncsewncmalmwdwbc
or pot. And it was something [ bad o learn
10 accSoC (0 KDOw its soengs and
understand its weaknesses.” 3ot authors
rew up before &e sixties and the ethnic
=nids moveseat. "3 e 1950sfew peopie
wanted 1 be szange and differeat”.amies
Yep. 3uteven pow. tiose cigzens
outsics = Amencan cr=m - whether
arough race. coior. of €CONMNICS - &Y
syt WEo am [? Whers do [ftw? Dol
save wora ™"

~tese autoviographies give exceilect
:ns1gots 1t the Lives. fa=ilies and
aTasgs o 1ese TWO auincrs. and wiil get
vou rereading e books.

‘Neighb

’
«In some damaged families, books

about people who love each other
may be a child’s only lifeline to
the future.” Ann Cameron

NIGHT ON NEIGHBORHOOD
STREET by Eloise Gresnfield, Dlus. by
Jan Spivey Gilchrist. Dial NY 1991
ISBN 0-8037-0778-9 Gr.K-3

The short . realistic poems and
reassuring illustrations help to remind us
that in a world of erupting violence there
are still loving families worshipping
together and nurturing their children.
There sull are peigbborhioods where
children play street games together in
safety.and adults work out problems at
meetings. The simpie words. and lyrical
phrases remind us of a child afraid of the
night. and youag men resolutely auning
away from “The Seller”. That the colortul
and positive illuszations feature African
Amexicans give the book added power but
don't limit its appeal. Ounce again Eloise
Greenfield has giveausa “fambly time”

wook of hope and beauty.

ACTIVITIES:

Read aloud. Memonse

“Fambly Time”

" We are here now, living in
your midst,
but you do not see us."”
Doris Seaie, Native American

DRAGONFLY'S TALE
retold and illuszated by
1SBN 0-395-57003 GrK-3

This Zumi legend which first appeared in pnat

B ﬂ _ . " - -
OraCoOLs
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL PLACTIN
THE WORLD by Ann Cameron.
Drawiags by Thomas B. Allen. Thomas
A. Knopi, NY 1988 57p Gr.3:6

This neighborhood is in San Pablo.
Guatemaia, where 7- ytold Juan lives
with his grandmober. aftes having been
abandoned by his father, and then by his
mother.. His grandmother makesa lving
by selling arroz con feche - rice with milk
- inthemzxkc:place.andshesezshhnup as
a shoeshine boy so he can bring in some
mooey. Juan teaches himself to read,
evenmally goes school, and isa

very good student.

The neighborbood is described simply
tbrough Juans eyes- e mountains.
volcanoes. lake, fields of corn, hill-sides
with coffes berry bushes. flowers. orioles.
flocks of wild parrotsa few cars and
busas.mules and peopie waiking. Atthe
end of this short book juan se2s2 coloril
tourist postes advertising San Pabio as the’
most beautifui piace in the world’ He asks
his grandmother if tis is reaily so. She
answess. ‘‘The most beautiful place in
the world, is any place you can hold
your head up-and be proud of who you
are.”

The author is not Lagao but lives most of
tbe year io Guaemaia
ACTIVITLES:

Use as a modei for students ©
describe and write about their
own neighborcods.

Krisuna Rodanas. Clarnon Bks. 1992 1495

in 1884, i2lls of the villagers in Hawikul

(New Mexico)who were blessed with a nch coro harvest each year.However. they

dgnbeamlymwdmuchofmemand

smmm.scmameywwlmvemcvﬂhgeinmof

the Corn Maidens brought them drought and
food. Two childrea are left

beﬂndbymukz.andmebrommmadnaonnyﬁmamukandmkdm

comiort his sister. The toy becames alive. and gets help fram the

spnng the Tide rengns ,plants 2 pew COP

CURRICULUM:

Sogial SS2nes - The cuinmaily- specilic Jgstrations show
housing, games. <afts of the time: aiso the dssext tesrain. p
plandngs of corn. A - ADarusuc

make 2 corncob dragoudly.

THEME: The ceatral message of a0t wasusg food is oot oniy ecoiozicaily

relevant oo a school campus!

Corn Maideas. In the

and gives thanis for tbe bountiful hasvest.

seasocal clothing.
lants and seasonal
reacher can teach e c2ldr= bow ©

Sorrect but is
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HOANG ANH: A VIETNAMESE-

- AMERICAN BOY. By Diane Hoyt-

Soldsmith. Photographs by Lawrence
Migdale. Holiday House 1992
ISBN 0-8234-0948-1 $1495 Gr, 3-8

HOW MY FAMILY LIVES IN
AMERICA, by Susan Kuklin. Bradbury
1992 ISBN 0-02-751239-8 S13.95 Gr
pE

Thers is an insistent call for multi-
cultural literature that relates 1o the
coutemporary ethnic communities in this
country. Photo journalists are belping to
fill the need with atractive pictures and
authentic accounts of the lives of new
:mmigrants and ethnic families. We meet
Hoang Ank. and leam why and how be
came to America. and what his life is like
~0w in this country. There is amap. a
glossary and two popular legends of the
culture included. A well done book for
reading, browsing, O using as a resourcs.

Through pbotographs and text SUSAN
KUKLIN introduces the reader briefly 0
three familiss - Puerto Rican, African
Amencan and Chinese American. Of
special interest are the words and terms in
each language that relate to the family
relaionsnips and activities. Phonetic
promumciauons are given. The book
should not be dismissed as a regression ©
the “food. fun. fiests” approach ©
multiculturaiism Photo essays provide
informaton and an authentic reflection of
a minonty child giving him/ber validiry,
self esteem and respect.

ACTIVITIES:

Blow-up and post the fareign
words and their pronunciatons
around the classroom
walls.Create oppornumities for
all the children to use them.
Invite 2 Madrina, a Yay(yab-
ee) of a Baba to visit the
classroom to talk abut their
family life and cultural
panerns. Eocourage children
10 bring in “family words™ in
other languages. Create 2
multilingual atmosphere.
Honorbiingual children Have
2 snack of 1su ma liang mein -
the kids will love it and say
Muchas gracias!

): 3‘\\‘“‘ i‘&\‘.} [ ‘:

=ot off the Press...

LITTLE BROTHER by Allan Baillie.
Viking Penguin 1992
ISBN 0-670-84381-4 Gr.>-8

ATTENTION all teachers desperately
looking for a good read-aloud story 10
hold the an=ntion of older kids during the
last weeks of school !

Get a copy of .this rousing escape story set
in the aftecmath of the Viet Nam war.
Two brothers escape from the Khmer
Rouge after being in forced labor for
almost a year. They get separated and the
younger brother, Vithy desperately tries
alone 1o reach the Thailand border and
safety. The author effecdvely explares
Vithy's feelings of fear, exbaustion and
growing confidence as be follows an
arduous trail going north, meeting
different kinds of people, who beip him in
various ways. When he reaches the Thai
border, it is closed.but be gets help from
the Red Cross and the international team
of doctors. There is a happy ending, which
I will not divulge!The autbor has visited
and researched this area and its recent
history, and acknowledges the help of on-
scene organizations.

ACTIVITIES:

Read aloud - (short chapters).
Enlarge the map from the book.
and chart Vithy's escape routz.

I note the obvious differences
in the human family

Some of us are serious,

some thrive on comedy

o 3 e 3¢

We seek success in Finland
are born and die in Maine.
In minor ways we differ,

in major we’re the same.

I note the obvious differences
benween each sort and type
but we are more alike,
my friends

than we are unalike.

Excerpts from poem
"Human Famiiy "
in I Shall No: be Moved /Angsiou

oy
L9

“When I talk about culture-1 am
talkurg about a pont of view”’

Taom Feelings

STEAL AWAY by Jeanifer Armstrong.
Orchard Bks. 1992 Gr.5-8

This bock is a throwback to the “good-
white-person-belps-poor-black
person”attimde. It is an unlikely escape
story, told in confusing flashback, of two
13 -year old girls, Susannah and her
personal slave, Bethlebem.(Should ore
equate the flight of a white child from an
over-strict relative, with the escape of 2
black slave, where capture means dsath?)
Susannah is in control, even when she
makes foolish mistakes that endanger
them. The actual escape is very tame when
compared with other novels about daring
escapes of slaves- escapes which thay
planned and executed. When Susannah
gets very sick Bethlebem goes for help
(loyal-slave saves-white-mastes syndrome).
Much is made of the supposed
“friendship” of the two girls, but when
they reach freedom, Beth decides to
continue on 1o Canada, rather than go with
Susannah to her home ixr Vermont. (Her
independence bere.is a redeeming feature)
Susannah is amazed and hurt at this
decision! The girls don't see each other for
fifty years, until Susannah goes 10 Canada
1o visit an ailing Beth - and that's where
the story starts in the book. I found the
point of view patronising, the
moralising too obvious and the
premise improbable.
NOT RECOMMENDED
Written in consultation with Patricia
Sandefur, African American librarian

Good escape stories -
A Girl Called Boy / Joyce Hansen®
This Strange New Feeling / Julius Lester®.

#

Throughout American, from north
to south, the dominant culture
acknowledges Indians as objects
of study, but denies them as
subjects of history.

Eduardo Galeano




COMMENTS, QUESTIONS AND OPINIONS

Multicultyraiism is an evolving
chilosophy. The last few decades have
seen different attudes, swrategies and
materials, embraced or
repudiated.Recently multicuitural
children’s literaqure is being
acknowledged as a small part of this
movement.ts role is in the process of
being 1denufied. analysed and promoted.
With increasing azenuon from the
publisners. and even irom the popular
press, new questons. and new answess O
old concerns are arising.

Librarians and teachers using these books
need to be aware of and invoived in this
interesung debate.

This section will expiore this debate.

If vou have questions or opinions. send
them in (but keep them brief)
000000000000000000000
QUESTION: Do legends and folkuales
from many cultures have ANY value for
muiticuitural educanon?__ Shouidn’t we
use instead. picture books.ficdon and non-
ficuon relaung to conlemaorzLy ethnic
groups i the U.S.7 (Julie [taya. MEd.
Sacramento.)

QUESTION: Are thexr special swategies
10 use Wita ingoducing multcuitural
Lisanure, so that students’ attiudes may
be posiuvely arfeciea’?

Think about and discuss these
questions. Send me your opinions. and
look for the next issues to report on

these tobics.
.....................

THANKS to Delores Vinal, Diszict
1ibranan, Redwood City Elementary
Scaoois for sending me a comment by
a teacher who noted that there were some
inaccuracies in the clothing of the Indians
in Jedfers’ book. 3rother Eagie Sister Sky
(reviewed Jan. 92, #2). She aiso sent in
Chies Seattle’s original speech in its
enurery. Did you nouce that Jeffers’ book
was on the New York Times aduit Best
Seiler List!
0.0.0...0.......0..00
HE1LD NE=DED: One reader wants ©
xoow if any igh sconcl bas undared its
=ouiced coading fisg 10 add aad include
muiticesteral literanure published arer
19757 *¢ so. couid vou sead e a list of
such Ges and ! w1il send it ca © ber.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

QUESTION: Are the only valid
mnih‘gv]nvml mkg mQS: ma: 2re En'n:n
and/or illustrared by _ethnic authors?

The African Americar ardstillustrator
Tom Feelings says “Truly authentic
multcuitural books are created - written
and illustrated - by peupie who belong ©
'he race. culture or nation of origin which
is reflacted in the book™(The Multicojored
Mirrop) It is. of course, self evident that
such authors and artists have the best
insights, animdes and knowledge of their
own cultrres.

Jut there are some good books in this
field that are pof wniten by ethniC persons.
The Japuary 1992 issue of School Library
Ioumal devoted a special section to “The
Many Faces in Children's Books™, and
srovided scme new answers 0 this
question.

ANN CAMERON. the author of the
much-loved “Julian-stories’ books is of
Scandinavian ancesty but spends most of
the year now living in Guatemala. She
asks “What entitles any writer o draw the
porrait of a culture.. {or] a reader 10 judge
that porwait?”’, and answers, “Qur license
10 create.. is not a particular racial..
.background. It is our humanness.”. She
continues with an articulate argument that
decties the “pigeonboling {of] peopie”.the
=airtight racial comparuments” and the fact
that such reasoning could resmict ethnic
authors to wrniting only about their own
culmures.

VILDRED PITTS WALTER. the African
American award-winning author says, “1
crears images for ail children within and
outside of the black experience....(
show] that we are, as human beings, very
much alike, but cuituraily different...”.

THINK AHEAD!
Subscribe Today for Next Year.

[ invite you to use the gnclosed form to
subscribe 10 THE MIRROR. for the next
school year. Note that the periodicity and
format will be changeq. though the
objectives and content will remain the
same. There will be fewer issues . but
more pages. more reviews and more
informaton. More books are coming into
this field now, and though I read many I
can only review a few in the Newsletter.
The WINTER issue’s Annotated List of
recent Recommended Multicuitural
Litarature, K-8 will include these
additional titles.

..Q..................

INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION

Stamp out Stamps!

1 bave been wallowing in stamps this year!
Pretty ones too! However, I feel itis
simpier both for you and me to use checks.
I have made a carefui evaluation and set
the subscription to barely cover my COsts
(taking into account the limited
membership at this time.)

GROUP SUBSCRIPTION

Easier for Me, Cheaper for You
The purpose of this Newsleaer, is to get
the word out to teachers direcuy, or
through libranans. to use good

muiticuitural literanure in the classroom.
Because | have had several requests this
last year for permission (0 COpY THE
MIRROR for particular inservice
workshops . I have created 2 subscription
category where diswicts ewchave
permission to copy and distribute this
Newsletter to teachers, parents and library
staff.

My opinion. as an evaluator, is thatanon- PLEASE GET THE WORD OUT!

ethnic writer or illustrator should present
to the r=ader their research, expeneace of
other authority to validate thexr work..
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Reviewed in this Issue

Ahyoka and the Talking Leaves /
Roop [2-4]
*Ashok / Yamate [1-4]
*Bawshou Rescues the Sun/ Yeh
[1-4]
*Desert Mermaid / Desierto [ps-2]
*Elzgah/s Angel | Rosen/Robinson
[2-6)
Hoang Breaks the Lucky Teapot/
Breckler {ps-1]
Island Baby / Keller [ps-1}
* Just Like Martin | Davis {7-8+]
*Kenji & the Magic Geese /
Johnson /Tsieng [1-3]
Listening Silence / Root [NR]
Love Flute | Goble [3-6)
Mama, Do You Love Me /Joosse
[ps-1}
*Moon Lady fTan {2-6]
Moon Rope / Ehlert [ 1-2]
*Neighborhood Odes | Soto [4-8+]
*One More River to Cross |
Haskins
Sami and the Time of Troubles/
Heide [3-6+]
Saturnalia | Fleischman [7-8]
Save mv Rain Forest | Zak [2-5]
Secret of the Seal | Davis [3-3)
*Sing to the Sun / Bryan {All}
*Thirteen Moons on a Turtle’s
Back /
Bruchac [1-5]
Talking Walls | Knight [3-8]
‘ou're my Nikki /| Eisenberg [ps-11

SING TO THE SUN; Poems and pictures
by Ashley Bryan HarperCollins 1992
ISBN 0-06-020833-3  AllAges

Ashley Bryan is a well known and loved
artist, author and storytclier Through the
years,he has given meaning to the works of
other poets thiough his inspiring and
invigorating readings. Now, at last, he has
penned his own poems and illustrated them
with pictures that have the luminosity of
stained glass windows. The sunshine and
water, flowers and fish, birds and animals
of the Caribbean islands give exuberance
to the pictures, as do the figures that glory
in their color - the bouncing children, the

THE MOON LADY by Amy Tan.
Ilustrated by Gretchen Shields.
Macmillan, NY 1992

ISBN 0-02-7888304. Gr.2:4

* Ethnic authors/illustrators

> ‘Taken from the author’s- Joy Luck Club -
[ ] Grade levels can be flexible. Y

this is the story of The Moon Lady as told
by a Chinese-American grandinother. She
recalls her experiences as a 7-yr-old-girl in
China, her belief in the Moon Lady until
she coines up agains« reality, and her
experience of falliag into the rives when
her father rentes a party boat to celebrate
the Moon Lady festival. This skeleton
plot does not do justice to the absorbing
Awmy Tan style of namration which melds
tantasy and reality skillfully, introduces
conflict and suspense gently, weaves in

Editor: Gloria D. Jackson
lLayout/Graphics: Lynn Clark
Copyright.

The purpose of this newsletter is 10
encourage the use of culwrally
diverse books in K-8 schools,by
reviewing new books, suggesting
curricular activitics, and discussing
issues surrounding this literature.

-~

LY

POEMS
AND PICTURES

8Y
ASHLEY BRYAN

artist, the beaded lady, the storyteller, the
pretty girl, the man with a hom, the
mother waving farewell. The sensitive and
rhythmic poems are short, and in varying
styles. They extol love for family, coinu-
nity and heritage.
..."On the beach
Other children
Dig 1o China
I dig
To Africa’.
What a joyful expericnce! Ashiey sings of
his roots, and all the songs are beauuful..
CURRICULUM:

description and character developiment,
focuses on personal feclings and thoughts,
and provides a cultural ambience that is
unobtrusive yet rich with detail.




Traditional Tales to Read and Tell

BAWSHQU RESCUES THE SUN: A HAN
FOLKTALE by Thun-Chan Yeh and Allan
Baillie With illusirations by Michelle
Powell. ScholasticNY 1991

ISBN 0-590-45453-6 Gr. 1-4

‘Ihis long fairy ale has been adapted
collaboratively by a professor from
Beijing, China and an Austraii~1 author .
Ihe King of the Devils stole the Sun. This
plunged the Land into darkness and
withered all the rice plants. Liv Chun
embarks on the dangerous journey to
rescue the Sun, with a golden phoenix o
guide him - but he never retums. Mean-
while, his wife bares a son, Bawshou .One
day the golden phoenix returns alone. He
touches the child Bawshou who magically
erows (0 the stature of a giant in a very
short time, and  then he goes in quest of the
Sun. There are many hardships and
dangers, but with the help of three inagic
gifis. he tinds the Devils” home and the
dying sun..tle vanquishes the devils, and
testores the sun o the sky. We never learn
it he retumed hotne! But “that’s the way it
was, a thousand years ago™ and now the
West Lake in Eastern China has a pagoda
catied Bawshou. “That is the way it is”.
The illustrations are colorful, but not
overpowering even though they envelope
the text on double page spreads. The people
depicied are realistic and non-stereotypic.
I'he devils seem to be wearing devil
masks, which will delight rather than scare
children! It is the fauniliar inyth motif of
sood vanguishing evil, but is grounded in
the geography and culture of China. Our
1cview commnitiee gave this high marks.
Gr 1.4
CHRRICULUM: - Language Arts -
Dramatsse (kids will clamber to play the
devils)) Arl - Make devil masks! Sgience -
Why we need sunshine.
ALSO READ: Dragonfiv's tale | Rodanas
Arrow to the Sun { Mcdennott

Q reek myth - Persephone
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LOVE FLUTE . Story and illustrations by
Paul Goble. Bradbury Pr., M.Y. 1992.
ISBN 0-02-736261-2. Gr. 3-6

Paul Goble has impeccable credentials
for writing and illustrating traditional
stories of the Plains Indians and the
Lakota nation. Yet, recognising the
current muiticultural emphasis on
authenticity, he provides an impressive
list (40 lines) of references he consulted,
and gives information on where to
purchase audio-cassette tapes of tradi-
tional Lakota flute songs. The long
introduction explains the authentic
courtship traditions from their heritage,
and the role of the love flute
The story itself, is simple -
A young man, too shy to
approach the girl he loves,
goes on a journey and is
>given a cedar flute by two
Elk men. On the retumn
home he gathers the sounds
of the birds and forest into
his flute and creates his
own beautiful music by
which he woos his girl,
when he retums to the
village. Goble's illustra-
tions are stylish and
attractive.. This is a picture
book for young children,
but since the content deals
with love and courtship
traditions it could be
effectively used with older
students.
CURRICULUM: .

Language Arts - Research and tell
folktales and legends that center on
iusical instruments, (Myth - Orpheus.
etc)

Music -Get audio cassette tape s of flute
music to play in class.

RESOURCE READING

CATCH THE WHISPER OF THE WIND by
Cheewa James, Illustrations by David and Jean
Villasenor. Horizon 2000, 3330 Union Springs
Way, Sacramento, CA 95827.

This paperback book of inspirational quotes
from the American Indian herilage and peopie
is attractively packaged with an audio cassette
of ethnic songs and music. The American
Indian quotations scaitered In this issue are
from this book,

~J

KENJI AND THE MAGIC GEESE

by Ryerson Johnson. 1tiustrated by Jean

and Mou-sien Tseng. Simon and Schuster
Bks. for Young Readers, NY 1992
ISBN.0-671-75974-4  Gr. K-3

Children will find that this folktale from
Japan has an unusual twist. The double-
page illustrations are realistic and culwre-
specific showing young Kenji, his family,
their home

and village, and the wild geese that fly
overhead The plot centers on the beautiful
wild geese painted on the special scroll in
their house. Read the tale to find out why
the nuinber of geese on the scroll magi-
cally change from five, to four and then to
seven! Children will enjoy the slight
suspense and satisfying resolution. Kenji
is a resourceful lite guy, who thinks and
acts independently and creatively. Our
review committee gave this an enthusiastic
“thumbs up”.

CURRICULUM:

Language Arts - Stop the story and have
children predict what will happen next.

SUKEY AND THE MERMAID by Robert
San Souci. lllustrated by Brian Pinkney.
Four Winds Pr., 1992

ISBN 0-G2-778141-0 1495 Gr. K-3

A well-crafted retelling of an African
American folktale with unusual iliustra-
tions. With rhythmic language and some
‘local’ dialogue the author tells a story
that has many twists and tums.It is about
Sukey, who was ill-treated by her step-
father , ran away and met a memmaid -
Mama Jo - who befriends her, gives her
gifts, shelter, advice. Protects her from the
evil stepfather and punishes him, so that
Sukey lives ha_oily ever after. Atthe end
of the book the author traces his search for
the roots of this folktale. (Such details
give validity to a mainstream author
writing an ethnic book.)

CURRICULUM:

Language Arts - Storytelling and

dramatisation.




Stories of the Here and Now

omm

Recognition for multicultural children’s literature is
increasing and now there is a cry for more contempo-
rary stories about ethnic minority children and their
communities. In the May issue of THE MIRROR, I
asked readers to think about the relative merits of
contemporary stories as against the traditional
folktales that abound in children’s literature. Since
then 1 have received input from the Review Commit-

tee.

There is a feeling that folktales provides roots for
the understanding of a culture - both for the mincrity

and mainstream readers.

In comparing such stories from different cultures it
is also worthwhile to see the unicanny similarities in
theme, motif, character or plot. So that, even as these
books clothe the uniqueness of a heritage in geo-
graphical and visual roots, yet they can show a com-
monality that encourages understanding between

cultures.

Contemporary stories

These frequently lack the depth in plot, the color i
character, the intensity of conflict and , of course, the
aura of magic that is so attractive in traditional tales.
Adult “ethnic” novels and short stories abound in these
elements.Of course adults have a larger canvas of
experience to draw on, but children of color are not
strangers to reality. Teachers know that many of their

young students live with hunger and poverty, witness
violence and discrimination,and feel hopeless and

ELIJAH'S ANGEL: A Story for Chanukah
and Christmas by Michael Roscn, Illus. by
Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson. Harcourt
Brace Jovanovich, San Diego 1992

ISBN 0-15-225394-7 Gr.2-8

This sensitive picture book has a story that
reconciles religious differences and extols
friendship between an eighty-year-old
black man and a young Jewish boy. Elijah
is a barber,and does primitive wood
carvings.He gives Michael one of his
wooden angels as a gift. “It’s an angel of
friendship” says Michaels father. Michael
then takes Elijah a gift - it is a menorah.

A Jewish parent noted that some explana-
tions about Chanukah had been omitted,
but felt this a minor point, and that the
overall message was important.. The art is
colorful and crowded, and in primitive

rejected. Many are anchored by family support, rejoice
in cultural festivals, nourish dreams and achieve impos-
sible goals. We need this drama in children’s stories of
the “here and now”. The recent Summer Olympics
showed many, many persons of color who have over-
come obstacles and risen from defeat io become win-
ners. So - the s* ies are there! They need to be written.
They will give relevance to reading.

style, reflecting , I feel, Elijah’s barber-
shop. Very young children may find the
pictures confusing. There really was an
Elijah Pierce He lived from 1892-1984..
The Columbus Museum of Art ncw owns
300 pieces of his work.

Curriculum:

Social Studies: Religions, their origins and
festivals

Arl, Children can opt to draw and explain
symbols from their religion.

ASHOK; By Any Other Name

by Sandra W. Yamate, lilus. by Janice
‘Tohinaka. Polychrome Pub. Cosp.

4509 North Francisco Ave, Chicago IL
60625-3808 1992 ISBN 1-879965-01-1
Gr.1-3

Ashok is a winsome boy of East Indian
culture. His name sets him apart and he
tries to change it to Tom then Walter then
Francis but there is always some hitch that
causes the kids to laugh at him.When the

school librarian tells of his own “ever-so-
great-grandfather” who came hercasa
slave and was not allowed to keep his own
name Ashok realises that he should keep
his name and make it count for something.
‘There is an end note on the life of the great
King Asoka, who ruled India wisely for 37
years during the 3rd century BC.

Thisis a charming book,with a relevant
theme and simpie illustrations that could
be aspired to by a good student artist.

Q1

SAMI AND THE TIME OF TROUBLES
by Florence Parry Heide and Judith Heide
Gilliland. Niustrated by Ted Lewin.
Clarion, NY 1992 ISBN 0-395-55964-2
Gr, 3-6+

Judith Gilliland spent some years living in
Lebanon and knows the “troubles” she
narrates. Listen to the words of 10-yr-old
Sami, telling about the “time of guns and
bombs... that has lasted ail my life”. The
expressive illusirations show Samni
huddling in the dark basement with his
family during the bombardment or playing
on the street on “quict days”™. Life goes on
in the sporadic spaces of peace - adults
smoke in the outdoor cafes, children play
at war, a bride picks her around the
bombing litter. They remember the day in
the past when the children paraded for
peace, and Sami hopes they will do that
again - and that peace will come. The
illustrations are culture-specific yet
realistic, showing most of the people
wearing Western clothes. This is an
“illustrated” book for older children that
honestly looks at the f:ce of war.lt docs
not name or blame political factioas but
concenirates on feelings.Discussions
should include how children in other parts
of the world (Ireland, Israel, Africa, South
America) are also being scarred by
continual war.




Books for the Very Young Child

The Editor serves ona committee for the Child Development Division of
the California State Department of Education, which is devising a pre-
school program guide that uses multicultural literature. This has brought
about an awarcness that there are not many such books, and the demand is

increasing. Here thercfore, are a few titles that can move into this segment

YOU'RE MY NIKKI by Phyllis Rose
Liscnberg, pictures by Jill Kastner.  Dial
Books for Young Readers, NY 1992
1ISBN 0-8037-1129-8 Gr. I's-1

Nikki, a preschool child, needs reassur-
ance that her inother will remember who
she is when she starts a new job. . She
dresses up as her brother, then her sister eic
and cominually asks her mother if she
recognises her in these disguises! She tests
her mother with - “what's my favorite
trick...dance... friend.. ete.” Her mother
passes all the tests! But when she returns
trom work the next day, she is 100 husy
with fixing dinner to play the same game
with Nikki - who is discouraged. “I knew
you'd forget me” she says disconsolately
and goes to her room. But Mama makes
everything right before bedume. The
single-parent. African American family is
winsomely portrayed in text and picture.
Children will identify with this story.

HOANG BREAKS THE LUCKY TEAPOT
by R.K. Breckler  Houghton, NY 1992

Gr. Ps-

Very sweet little picture book, though the
illustrations scc:n somewhat blurred.
Young Hoang breaks the lucky teapot
given Lo iiwe family by grandmother before
they lelt the old country. Ile and his
taunily hilieve very strongly in its power o
bring good or bad luck and now Hoang
feels responsible for bringing on this bad
luck. During the night he gets up and tries -
quite skillfully - to mend the teapot. The
aext morning his mother is smiling as she
uses it, and he feels forgiven.

The value of this book is in it being a “here
and now™ expericnce of a Victhanesce
inmigrant family.

MAMA, DO YOU LOVE ME by
Barbara M. Joose, illustrated by Barbara
Lavallee. 1992 Chronicle Bks. San
Francisco, CA Gr, Ps-1

Exquisite art, attractive layout and fine
paper make this an aesthetic treat - this is
what Chronicle Books does very well..
The story is set in the Eskimo/Inuit
community in the Arctic region. It has
many culural details in the story and
illustrations and is similar to the traditional
Runaway Bunny in motif. The child asks,
“Mother will you love me if ....". and there
are many specific actions, including
breaking the best plates, becoming a big,
scary polar bear..” etc. Mother says she
will be - at varicus times - sad, angry,
scared, confused .... but “I will always love

you.

THE DESERT MERMAID:; La Sirena Del
Desierto  Story by Alberto Blanco.
Pictures by Patricia Revah. Children’s
Book Press, San Francisco 1992

ISBN 0-89239-106-5 Gr.1-2

‘This original story by the Mexican poet
Blanco is set in the Sonora Desert.It tells of
a mermaid, lonely in a pool that is drying
up because she sings no more. An old
Indian comes by and gives her his magic
horse 10 go and find the songs. She visits
the Songbirds to learn the music, the
Lizard to leam the words, the Turtle to get
a guitar and eventually reaches the Sea,
where she gets the rhythm. As she sings
her songs she enchants the menacing
alligators, and sees hundreds of mermaids
rise from the sea and welcome her home. A
sinple story, whose main merit 1+ in its
cultural setting, its bilingualism, and in the
unusual and lovely illustrations set in
cross-stich patterns and created by Patricia
Revah. a Latino tapestry artist of intcma-
tional fame. 2 .

b

ISLAND BABY by Holly Kelier, author
and illustrator. Greenwillow Bks, N.Y.
1992 ISBN 0-688-10580-7 Gr. Ps-1

Set on a Caribbean isiand, the pictures in
this book are saturated with tropical colors
- and satisfactorily anchored in basic
shapes . The short text is set in sun-bright
white rectangles, bordered by multi-
colored parrots, pink flamingoes etc. The
faces of young Simon and his grandpa,
Pops, are brown circles;vertical and
horizontal lines outline structures while the
oval shapes of fruit, , and sleeping cat add
contrast. The story brings 10 pre-school
level the experience of rescuing, nurturing
and releasing an injured wild animal; this
time a baby flamingo that young Simon
finds, nurtures, and reluctantly releases.But
old Pops makes him feel proud of what he
has done. Later Simon asks his mother -
“Mama, when I start going to school will
you miss me?”

*Of course | will” Mama said, “But I'il be
proud of you too.”

The message is subtle but comforting.

MOON ROPE; UN LAZO A LA LUNA by
Lois Ehlert. Translated into Spanish by
Amy Prince. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
San Diego, CA  ISBN 0-15-255343-6
Gr. Ps-2

This bilingual picture book is arresting!
Full color pages are dominated by over-
sized, stylised animals, worms,and birds in
bright primary colors including shiny
silver. The Peruvian folktale is short -
about the The Fox, resplendent in silver on
a double-page spread - and his friend the
Mole, who climb up to the Moon on a
grass rope.The mole slips back to earth, but
who knows if the Fox made it! The artist
was “inspired by ancient Peruvian textiles,
jewelry, ceramics, sculpture and architec-
tural detail”” and the result is outstanding,
and particularly suitable for large group
viewing.




Picture Books that make you think

Commentary;

Multicultural children’s literature is “in”"! Most

books with lots of pictures. There seems to be a
general trend towards publishing more *picture
books™ that have critical thinking content, abstract
symbolism, factual base and sophisticated illustra-
tions - books that are actually more suitable for older
students. I can see some reasons for doing this, but
many of these excellent books will fall in the
cracks - under-used by young children, and not
used by older students because (1) they are usually
not m middle school libraries, (2) they are classified
“E” in most libraries and kept in the juvenile section
where no teenager would be caught dead!

These books are an excellent source of cultural
information not only through the illustrations which
give visual validation to minority children, but also in
the historical, contemporary and folk stories that

pr¢ “de cultural insight for all students.The fact that
thes~ books are attractive, shorter and easier to read
alsu inake them more accessible to reluctant readers.

So how can we get middle school kids to read these
publishers have a Multicultural List. The majority of books? How can teachers overcome the “I'm not a
these cultural books are picture t ooks, or large format dummy! I don’t need a piciure book!” reaction of the
older student. Here are some suggestions.

dignity to these books! (After all “coffee-table” books
are sorta inflated picture books, and even men read

TRATED BOOKS, but I feel there must be something

1.Why not a new literary category that gives adult

them!) The only term I can think of is ILLUS-

better. Ask your older students to think of a catchy
term that will attract their peers.

2. Middle school librarians can purchase, display and
introduce these multicultural “illustrated books” to
students and to teachers, and distribute a list from
which students can make choices.

3. Teachers can give an option for book reports.
Instead of the sacred one- hundred- pages rule, they
will accept a combined total of 100 pages from two, or
at the most, three, “illustrated books” that are
“multicultural.”

Other ideas out there? Let’s share them!

SAVE MY RAINFOREST by Monica Zak.
lllusuations by Bengt-Arne Runuerstrom.
English version by Nancy Schimnmel.
Volcano Press,P.0.Box 270, Volcano, CA
95689 1992. $14.95 ISBN 0-
912078-94-4 Teachers Guide 4.95.
Available in Spanish from laconi Press
under the tite Salven Mi Selva

Gr.3-6

‘This is a true story of a young boy in
Mexico understaking an exhausting journcy
10 sce the rain forest, and try to save it.
Omar, is seven years old when he sees, on
television, that the forest is being cut down
and the beautiful wild birds are being sold
in the city. 1le wants to prevent this. He
and his father walk 870 miles to see the
fast rain forest in Mexico (Lacandon

TALKING WALLS by Mary Bums
Knight, Illustrated by Ann Sibley O’Brien.
Tilbury House Pubs. ME
ISBN 0-88448-102-6 Gr. 3-8
“Before I built a wall, I'd ask to know
What [ was walling in or walling out..”
Robert Frost
This is an interesting topic. The author
discusses fourteen historic walls from
many countries and religions.Each has a
double-page illustration and about fifteen
lines of explanation to give the location,
time and reason for building the wall. This
is more than “just” a picture book! The
subject demands some knowledge of
geography and history, and certainly cries
out to be further researched by older
students. Besides the Berlin Wall, Great

Rainforest), Subsequeny they joumey 10
the governor of the province and the
President of Mexico, taking letters begging
them to stop the cutting and buming of the
timber and the selling of the exotic tropical
birds. ‘The President promises to pass laws
to accomplish this, but a few years later
Omar is disillusioned 10 see wild birds still
being sold in the marketplace.. The
statemnent at the end of the book shows that
Omar, now 2leven years old, is still

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

visiling govemors (by bicycle this tine) to
ask them to put pressure on the President
to save the rain forest.

1 am not in favor of using children’s stories
as a cloak for propaganda, but this is not a
(airy taie or fable, but a true story of what
one small boy believed in and woiked
towards.

CURRICULUM:

Science - Ecology. Biology (tropical

birds)
25

Wall of China, Vietnam Memoxial, the
book includes lesser-known walls in South
America, Mexico, India and Africa.
CURRICULUM:

_Social Studies - Identify locations on
maps. Math: Compare their measurements.
Make comparalive graphs




Biographies. . . Poems.

. . and Novels

ONE MORE RIVER T0O CROSS: The
Starwes of Twelve Black Americans.
Scholastic, NY 1992 ISBN 0-590-
42896-9

Gr, 4-6 Readaloud Gr, 8-8 Self-read

Jim Hlaskins, a prolific “young-adult”
author has excelled himself in this book,
which includes biographies of twelve
Black Americans who overcaine consider-
able odds to achieve their goals. The
forinat is biographical, with dates and
chironological sequence in each story, yet
there is enough adventure, courage,
heartbreak, striving and success 0 rival
any good adventure yarn. The men and
woinen represent science, exploration,
business, art, aeronautics, sports and
politics and most of them lived in this
century. The author documents the
prejudice and poverty they encountered
but the emnphasis is on the contributions
they made. The biographies run about 16
pages each and the writing is easily
comprehended and fast-paced. There is a
tibliography of resource books and articles
for student research and also an index.
CURRICULUM:

.S, History, , Language Arts, Have
students assuime the roles of some
characters. Present a classroom “Meeting
of the Minds” program, or have presenta-
tions/discussions.

YANG THE YOUNGEST AND HIS
TERRIBLE EAR by Lensey Namioka.
‘Hustrated by Kees de Kiefte. Litle,
Brown

1992 ISBN 0-316-59701-5 Gr. 4-1
Yingtao is the youngest of the four Yang
children who have receutly emigrated 10
Scattle with their inusician parents. The
action of the story centers round the string
quartet the children are to play for the first
recital of their father - who teaches the
violin. Everyone acknowledges that
Yingtan is tone deaf, but - he has a natural
aptitude for baseball. 1lis red-haired
schoolmate, Matthew, on the other hand,
plays the violin well, but IS father is bent
on making hin a good baseball player!
‘I'his contlict is the commonality between
the two cultures, and weaves itself around
whe diatogue. fasnily confrontations,

mc«clmmclcr revelations, huinorous incidents,

NEFHBORHOOD CDES by Gary Soto.
1'lustrated by David Diaz. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, San Diego, CA 1992

ISBN 0-15-256879-4 Gr.4-8

A delightful volume of poetic memories
from Soto’s youth in Fresno.Each poem
covers about two pages.The lines are short-
modestly hiccupping their way down the
page, poking fun at Senor Leal’s goat or
extolling the joys of eating los
chicharrones.

Soto’s gift is in making the banal
beautiful! Read his Ode to Pablo’s Tennis
Shoes those...

"twin pets
That snuggle his toes™.
Or one in praise of the Sprinkler, that..
“helicopter of water
Slicing our legs/”

Among these odes to the ordinary is the
tragic figure of La Liorona, that archtypal

figure in Hispanic folklore. La Llorona,

*..the mother
Of drowned children.
Beware a woman
Dripping water in Juiy
When no rain has fallen.”

There are many Spanish phrases and
words that are included,(and listed in a
glossary). The poems encourage us to be
inore observant of daily happenings, and
1o see humor and beauty in them.
CURRICULUM:
Language arts - Explore Poetry forms.
Compile a class book of original neighbor-
hood odes.

and final resolution. With 134 pages, short
chapters, snappy dialogue this is a perfect
“book-report-book ™! Could be great for
reading aloud also, but the action takes
you into the personal lives of an immigrant
family, and this may embarrass some
students in your class. Teachers can be
sensitive to this.

CURRICULUM:  Language Afsd

AT

JUST LIKE MARTIN by Ossie Davis.
Simon & Schuster, NY 1992
ISBN 0-671-73202-1 Gg, 7-Adult

Now here is a book you can’t put down!
Ossie Davis, actor and playwright, gives an
emotional immediacy to the stifring civil
rights events of the early 60s - the March
to Wachington; the impact of Dr. King's “I
have a Dream” speech; the tragedy of the
church bombing. It explores these from the
view and through the actions of Stone, a
14-year-old black student, who is commit-
ted to the cause. It uses his father, a bitter
Korean War veteran, to dramatise the
debate within the black community about
non-violence. The personal and political
actions build towards a logical, and
satisfying resolution. Though there are a
few expletives thrown in, in keeping with
the explosive situations faced, this is an
excellent book for mature middle school
students, and excerpts can be effectively
read aloud in class.

SATURNALIA by Paul Fleishman.
HarperKeypoint paperback (HarperCollins
NY) c1990 ISBN 0-06-447089-X pbk
Gr.7-8

The value of this book is the fine literary
style that describes and personalizes the
people and activities of a colonial town.
There is the nosy tithingman, the vicious
eyeglass maker ,the haunted woodcarver,
the “penny a peep” vendor setting up his 3-
ft long telescope, the honest printer and
others. There are also indentured servants,
some of which are Indians captured during
King Philip’s War (1675). William/
Weetasket is one of these - a young man
whose activities pull together these various
lives. By day he is apprenticed to the
printer, and by night he furtively wanders
the streets, playing long-ago tunes on his
flute to find his lost twin brother. There is
conflict, suspense and even a murder. Like
all good literature the book raises questions
not answered in a first quick reading. Just
issued in paperback, this could be consid-
ered for a classroom set of literaturc.

CURRICULUM: Social Studies Ameri-
can history.




1992 - The Year of the American Indian

Commentary: Stamp Out Stereotypes!

Recently I heard about a new children’s play in
which some of the humor is provided by the children
playing bashful, giggling Indian maidens or mim-
icking Indian dancing or folding their arms in mock
seriousness, and saying UGH. All this as a trigger
for laughter. Why is this old image being rein-
forced in the minds of children? Instead of perpetu-
ating this stereotype we should be using books to
teach all kids about the achievements of great Indi-
ans - like Sequoyah. (More than a century ago the
Cherokee nation had its own newspapers, contain-
ing thousands of words, of which UGH was not
one!) Ata time when decent scciety refuses to
encourage ethnic jokes or racial parodies , the

Indian stereotypes are still fair game in entertainment.
We shouid stop laughing; stop tolerating it as innocent
fun; and give American Indians respect.

In children’s literature there are many beautiful books
on Native American legends and folktales. But too
frequently their pictures present exotic, violent or
mystical “Indian” people from out of the past. As such
they reinforce the primitive images implanted through
early textbooks. What we need are stories about
American Indians as they live and work here and now -
in our schools and communities; in pueblos and on
reservations; in cities, in universities and offices.It is

time to open our minds and Stamp Out Stereotypes.

AHYOKA AND THE TALKING LEAVES
by Peter and Connie Roop. Iustrated by
Yoshi Miyake. Lothrop 1992 60p

ISBN 0-688-10697-8 Gr,2:4

This easy-reading, book provides insight
into the fonnidable task of creating a
wriiten language. By 1821 Sequoyah, of
the Cherokee nation, had “ac~omplished
something no one person had e:ver done
before - (creating] a written language from
a spoken language.” History acknowledges
that he did this “by the aid of his daughter,
who seemed to enter into the genius of his
clabors.” With a simple vocabulary, the
authors have crafted an interesting book
fleshing out the character of this girl -
Ahyoka and describing how they spent 18
years, under difficult conditions, devising
a syllabary of 86 signs for the Tsalagi
language. The story also follow the
“coming of age” of Ahyoka. The black and
white iltustrations have interesting depth
and atractive, non-stereotypical people.
An excellent epilogue and bibliography
docuinent this work.

CURRICULUM:

Social Studies: How did languages start?
Have siudents bring in written scripts of
foreign languages they speak or read.

The Lakota thought of air
much the same way
as the white man does of water -
something cleansing
something to bathe in.
lCah:h the Whisper of the Wind/ James

THE SECRET OF THE SEAL by Deborah
Davis. Iflustrated by Judy Labraska
Crown Pub. NY 1989 57p ISBN 0-517-
56725-3
Gr. 3-5

Kyo, an Inuit (Inuk) boy takes his
harpoon out to hunt a seal. He cuts an ice
hole and waits patiently, but when the seal
appears he makes friends with it, calling it
Tooky. When his uncle comes to the
village with a snowmobile to capture a seal
to put in the city zoo, Kyo finds ways to
steer him away from Tooky's ice-hole.
Inevitably his uncle hunts down Tooky.
But wait - all is not lost!(l.et the children
predict an ending.)A gentle, contemporary
story, with enough conflict to hold
interest. Has cultural details about living
on the tinwra.

Good for reading aloud. Short chapters

CURRICULUM:

Sciencs - How do seals live. Shonid

animals be kept in zo0s? .y -
lot ]

THIRTEEN MOONS ON TURTLE'S
BACK: A Native American Year of Moons
by Joseph Bruchac and Jonathan London.
INustrated by Thomas Locker. Philomel
Books, NY 1992

ISBN-399-22141-7 Gr. 1-5

There are thirteen scales on a turtle's back,
explains a grandfather to a child ,just as
there are thirteen moons in each year. The
storyteller, poet and artist collaborate to
carefully craft, in beautiful words and
pictures, stories from thirteen Native
American cultures to explain the natural
events surrotading each “moon”. Each of
these has a double page spread, with the
legend or story (brief) at left and the
corresponding scene of nature overflowing
from the facing page into the poetic text.

The iltustrations evoke the mystery of
nature and are true to the areas represented.
Nowhere is there a stereotypical feathered
headdress 7 tepee! The stories have the
cadence and content of authentic indian
folklore. Especially good for storytelling.

CURRICULUM: Science - Seasons,
weather, animals etc.
Social Studics - Native American customs.

What should it matter that one bowl is
dark
and the other pale,
if each is of good design
and serves its purpose well.

_Vatch the Whisper of the Wind/ James

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI




The criteria 1 have developed from
rescarch and expericnee apply
particuluarly to books recommended
for use in the classroom

Here “licrature™ is used as a
generic erm - not in the “classics -
great wry ag” sense, though good
writing is always consideted.

The tollowing is a simple evalua-
tive formula. The books should
have all of these elements
andshould be: -

APPROPRIATE - in language,
content and illustration for the
grade level recommended.

ATTRACTIVE - representing the
culture and community positively in
characterization, plot, and illustra-
tion. Encouraging self-esteem and
respect. Enjoyable.

AUTHENTIC - true to the culture
reflected - avoiding stereotypes in
personalities, plots and pictures -
being culture-specific but not
extolling the exotic. The creators
of the book should have ethnic
roots of that culture, or should show
their research or experience in that
field.

APPLICABLE - have value for
classroom activities and / or
curriculum impact.

Not Recommended

THE LISTENING SILENCE by Phyllis
Root (HarperColling 1992) is a well
written , haanting novel of a young
Amcrtcan Indian girl whose destiny is 10
be a Sealer for her people. It reads like
histotical fiction or legend and includes a
Tot ot ialicised, unfamiliar terms that seein
to wive cultural validity. There is also a
glossary of these tenns. [ had to read the
publisher’s blurb on the jacket o tind that
the book s actually a “lytical fanmasy™ that
way “itspired “by Native American
mythology. As areviewer | find this
conlusion disconeerting.

Without the tllustrations (a mix of Indian
costames from various tribes), this story
could be set i an ancient time, in any cold
iegton - My teehng that the * special”
words were fictional was corroborated by
an Amencan hndian reviewer .

Conferences

My problem with the book is that it
appears to be ulticultural literature when
itis not. It gives a false iinpression of
cultural validity. It is not rooted in Ameri-
can Indian history but reflects rather the
vague “mystical Indian heritage” that we
have overplayed in literature. In this day
ol awakened multiculturalism, when there
is a demnand for children’s books with
cultural authenticity, the ambivalen genre
of this book is mislcading to the young
reader and a disservice to this heritage.

This could be remedied somewhat, if the
publisher would make very clear in the
body of the book- foreword, sub-title,
author's note etc - that the story is fantasy,
does not represent any particular tribe; and
that the strange vocabulary is not of Native
American origin.

American Indian Educatio
Conference CA State Dept. of
Education.

February 11-14, Sacramento, CA
Warkshops on culturally relevant
and tubally specitic informaton to
melude

i clissroom activities,

Call (916) 657-549 for mtorma-

Lol

Tl .
lishers Exchange, San Francisco,
October 15-18,1992. Registration -
$75.00 1o 150.00. Call (608) 244-
S633
Workshops for people. WRITING
and PUBLISHING culwrally
diverse books

<)
A

te

YOSHIKO UCHIDA, 192?- 1992

It was with real sadness that I
*.zard of the suddendeath of Yoshiko Uchida.
She was an early pioneer in multi-cultural
literature , and an exemplary writer. Many
years agol invited her tospeak to my class of
childrenand I have never forgottenher gentle
manner.
Yet she had the courage to break the wall of
silence on the internment of Japanese citi-
zens and to write about this without bitter-
ness. Her many books on traditional Japa-
nese folktales, and about contemporary
Japanese- Anerican life are a legacy for all
children.

“.although it is important for each
of us to cherish our own special
heritage, I believe, above every-
thing else, we must all celebrate

our common humanity."”
Yoshika Uchida

REVIEW COMMITTEE
This multiethnic group of
educators and parents meets
informally for reviewing and
discussing new hooks. | want
to thank them for their inpnt.
Joan Ainslie, Rosa Bocanegra
Lisa Delfino, Kate Farrell,
Carmen llernandez, Annis
Huang, Julie Itaya, Jimmie
Johnson, Kathy
Orihuela,Barbie Ross and
Sudesh Singhal.

The MIRROR will be issued three tines
this year. The Fall "92 and Spring ‘93
issues will review new books. The
Winter "92 issue will be an annotated,
recommended list of K-8 multicultural
literature.

Subscriptions are

Individual - $5.00; Group - $25.00.
Group subscription includes pernnission
to copy all or parts of the Newsletter for
distribution within a non-profit educa-
tional institution or program. Subscrip-
tions tnay be sent to:

Gloria Jackson, 45 Moonlit Circle,
Sacramento, CA 95831.
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Reflecting on our Cultural Diversity through Children's Books

Lowve... Letters ... Languages

Michael Dorris, a member of the Modoc
tribe, has given us a book of pristine
beauty in MORNING GIRL. Itreads
easily, yet has naturally exquisite
language that abounds in metaphors,
unhackneyed description and universal
insights. Set in a Taino community before
the arrival of Columbus, it explores the
loving relationships and individual
growth of a family of four. The chapters
alternate between the voices of Moming
Girl. and her younger brother - Star Boy.
There are cultural details but the focus is
on the love, loyalty and sharing between
the parents and children. At the end of
the story, Moming Girl swims out to
welcome a canoe bearing overclothed men
who speak a strange language! The
Afterword gives a brief reminder of the
betrayal that followed, and the fate of this
peaceful community.

CURRICULUM: Language Ar/
Litcrature - Excellent for classrootn study
READ ALOUD

in SONG OF THE BUFFALO BOY an
Amerasian girl in Vietnam faces prejudice
and rather than being forced to marry
against her will flees to postwar Saigon
and has to live in dire poverty among the
large community of homeless Amerasians
who despe-ately wait for a chance to go o
the US. In the end she is joined by her truc
jove - the buffalo boy - and she decides o
Q califein Vietnam.

Adolescents enjoy novéls thatare i a
“letter” or diary format because they focus
on inner feelings and motivations ,which
is what young people are wresiing with as
they mature.

In LETTERS FROM A SLAVE GIRL
students (gr.7+) will read about Harriet
Jacobs, who , against the odds, learned to
read and write. Her letters, from a young
age, to absent family members are never
sent, but serve to release be r feelings. To
escape the sexual harassment from ber
white master, she goes into hiding for
seven years! When she is able eventually
to escape north, she becomes an ardent
abolitionist, writes ber autobiography, and
gets her freedom through the aid of some
generous friends. An inside look at
slavery

LETTERS FROM RIFKA, (a shorter and
casier book) is about a Jewish girl’s
odyssey to freedom aftes her family
cscapes the persecution in Russia in the
1920s. Because of sickness Rifka is left
behind in Holland for a year when her
parents leave for America, and when she
arrives at Ellis Island, sbe still bas a long
wait in hospital before being permitted to
enter the country. Through all the
hardships and loneliness she
communicates her thoughts to her friend
on the pages of a Pushkin book of poems.
(Full buying details in LIST )

‘

by michelle sdwards

alef-bet uses the Hebrew script, phonetic
pronunciation, and English translation for
cach of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet,
an¢ the words that accompany them. The
simple illustrations built around one family
provide the definitions.(One of the children
is in a wheelchair.)

A TO ZEN;is a colorful alphabet book
which reads from back to front and right
10 left! The attractive Japanese script is
used, along with the English translation.
The pictures and brief English text provide
the definition for the 22 words, many of
which will be familias. eg. ORIGAMI

(See List for buying information)

Use - Teachers can blow up, cut out,
mount and display some of the scripts and
words.

Editor: Gloria D. Jackson
LayouvGraphics: Lynn Clark
Copyright.

The purpose of this newsleuer is 10
encourage the use of culturally
diverse books in K-8 schools,by
reviewing new books, suggesting
curricular activities, and discussing
issues surrounding this literature.




COMMENTARY

Put the Aceent on Access - A Letter to Librarians

How g¢gsy st to find oulidcuiiural
terature i vour ibrarny

You can look in the catalog, but in most
libraries novels are not given subject
headings. Generally speaking picture
books are not given cuitural subject
headings by Dewey, LC or in CIP.

Even when subject headings are assigned.
the frequent changing of cultural labels
~ yives rise to confusion and frustration.

Also. muiticuitural ficuon books are not
usually kept together or :dentified by spine
label.

A teacher wanting to infuse
cultural literature into the
subject curricrlum needs to find
books that apply - and find them
in a hurry!

Here are some suggestions for librarans to
clear the path so access to multicultural.
books is made easy. U'se a multiethnic
committee of parents.teachers and students
to help you decide and work on any of tiie
following

ideas.

Not Recommended

Eor the Catalog

1. Create an “authority list”" of cultural
labels that are in use currently by the
students and community.

2. Decide on the one you will use or
have used in your catalog and refer all
other terms that may be used. back to this
one. eg. the EUREKA online computer
has this-

[LATINOS US is not used in this catalog
HISPANIC AMERICANS is used instead]

3. Don’t just depend on CIP
(cataloging in publication) but assign a
cultural subject heading to ALL
multicultural picture books and fiction.

4. Create your own cultural labels.
Don’t be ied down to LC or Dewey which
still use outmoded terms like INDIANS
OF NORTH AMERICA. and AFRO-
AMERICANS.

S. For libraries with online cataloging.
cxamine descriptive summaries (o be sure
they include cultural labels. so that these
can be caught in “keyword searches”.

6. Post a large sign on/near the catalog
listing the cultural headings that are used.

\V' ¥

1. Discuss the value of putting all
picture books and easy reading fiction that
has cultural content in a separate. highly
visible. well marked shelving area.
Involve the teachers and students in
making the area attractive with cultural
artifacts, posters. maps,children's
drawings etc.

2 .Put a generic multicultural
identification on all novels with cultural
content. (eg. spine label with a picture of a
globe)

In 1 & 2 remember to include ALL
ethnicities (including Anglo-European) and
¢lobal cultures.

3. Put the year of publication on the
spine fabel of all multiculwral fiction and
pictare books. This is important since
recent books are more sensitive to cultural
facts and nuances than the old patronizing
and stereotypical books. (Actually, pre-
1970 tides should be examined fot
j-ossible discard!)

Send in other ideas you have used.

TEN LITTLE RABBITS bv Virginia
(rossman, 1ilus. Svlvia Long. Chronicle
Bks. 1992 Though this coundng book is
handsomely illustrated and bas alrcady
gamered some awards I am not alone 1n
disliking it. Rabbits dressed up in various
artcles of Native Amernican clothing and
engaged in traditional acuvities count their
way through the pages. If the cultral
intent was to improve on the stereotypical
“ten litde Indians™ then the publishers
must be commended. But s it progress to
replace the human stereotype with amimals
Surely not! There are detailed notes at the
back describing the traditional weaving
pattemns shown. but will young children
understand their significance? Will
primary teachers try to cxplain them! And
what's the use of authenuc costumes 1f the
ohject weartng them is not authentic - for
Indians are not rabbits - and it is a parody
1o make them »o!

Q

ENCOUNTER by Jane Yolen. lllus. David Shannon HBJ 1992
It is unfortunate that this brave venture into revisionist history should be so
overlaid with fearful messages that negate its value for young children.

The picture book tells the story of the arrival of Columbus. the greed of bis party,
and the betrayal of the Indians. as seen through the eyes of a Taino boy. The full page
illustrations arc very beautiful. but emphasisc the color differences between the
fairskinned, blue-eyed strangers, and the darker skinned black-haired Taino Indians. The
scary dream of the boy forebodes the evil actions of the strangers - and it comes true!
Children will recognise how the generosity of the Tainos were expioited by the greed of
the visitors. and they will feel the betrayal as the Spaniards took slaves and sailed away.

This is all true. historicaily. But the message to young children - for whom the
picture book is intended - is one of fcar. Be afraid of anyone who is of a different color
to you! Watch out. your worst dreams could come true! Don’t trust your fricpds, they
can betray you! The final picture of an old. accuiturated Indian in tom western clothes.
situng dejectedly on a stump and looking out 1o sca sends & message of hopelessness.

A long Author’s Note at the end gives the history regarding thus “encounter”. But
how much of it can be exptaincd to young children? Because Jane Yolen has such
excellent credenuals as an author, and because of its cultural content. this book will
probably he widely purchased. But eachers should weigh all factors judiciously when

considering 1ts use,

)




Recommended List of Recent K-8 Multicultural Literature

No list of books stands alone. Please use this along with other

NOTES:

published lists and publishers catalogs etc. This list represents

recent titles (almost all 1992) that I have received from publishers
and sought out from other sources. Some titles have been

ethnicity is known

critically reviewed in previous issues of THE MIRROR and all

titles have been reviewd by me and/or advisory committee
members.There are, of course, many osher recent books ‘out

binding and source

there:’ that I have not been able to get or review. And there are

some that I have read but couid not recommend.

Ethpic authors & illustrators have been marked >> when their

Prices have not been included since these can vary according to

Grade level appropriatencss for reading and content should be

stretched according to teacher use and student need.

Non-fiction books are generally absent not only because of time

limitations, but mainly because I feel that “literature” is most
effective in reaching cmotions and teaching attitudes and this is
how multicultural communications can best be affected.

classroom

The List reflects the marketplace in that African American books

outnuinber any othes single minority. But it should be
remembered that minority culture books have themes that are

common to most disadvantaged groups as well as universal

themes.

Ethnic identification is provided {see “Abbreviations™] but should
not be the oaly criterion for purchase. Try not to limit your
selections only to the cultures represented in your school or

The Index at the end provides thematic entry to encourage using
these books within teaching units.

1. AGAINST THE STORM Hicyilmar,
Gaye: Little Brown 1990

Contemporary novel set in Turkey about a
boy's tough experiences when his family
moves from the village to the city. Gr.7/
MidEast

2. AHYOKA AND THE TALKING
LEAVES. Roop, Peter and Connis Illus.
Yoshi Miyake: Lothrop 1992

Easy reading, fact-based story of how
Ahyoka belped her father Sequoyah to
create the Chefokee written language s
Gr2-5/Amind

3. AJEEMAH AND HIS SON

Berry, James authot/illus. HarperCollins
1992

Well-written short book revealing the
feelings and expzriences of father and son
as they were Vudnapped in Africa and
spent their lives as slaves in Jamaica.
Gr.6-8/AA

4. alef-bet: A HEBREW ALPHABET
BOOK. Edward, Michelle: Lothrop
1992

A simple introduction to Hebrew script,
words and some traditions. BILINGUAL
Gr.1-Y/Jewish

" ALICE >>Goldberg, Whoopi Illus.
John Reeves: Bantam bhardcover 1992

A ake-off on Alice in Wonderland. set in
New York city and told in true Whoopi-
style! Good READALOUD . Iustrated
Q . 34/AA

E119

6. AMAZING GRACE. Hoffman, Mary:
Dial Bks/Young Readess; 1991Colorful
and expressive studies of young Grace
who believes she can do whatever she puts
her mind to..and..she does get the part of
Peter Pan in school production!
Gr.K-J/AA

7. ASHOK; BY ANY OTHER NAME
Yamate, Sandra. Ilius. Janice Tohinaka
‘Polychrome Pub. 1992

East Indian boytries to change his name o
fit in with American peers, but eventually
realizes he should be proud of it instead.
Gr.1-3EInd

8. AUNT FLOSSIE’S HATS [AND
CRAB CAKES LATER]>>Howard,
Elizabeth Fitzgerald and James
Ransome: Clarion 1991

Attractive pictures of two sisters and their
Aunt Flossie, who tells stories about the
hats she likes to wear. Gr.K-2/AA

9. CHINGIS KHAN Demi, author &
illus. Holt: 1991 PB

Sophisticated illustrations and text tell the
true story of Chingis Khan, from
childhood to his rise to powerful ruler.
Gr2-4/AS

10. DANCING WITH INDIANS
>>Medearis, Angela; lllus. Samuel Burd:
Holiday 1991

Black family visits the Seminote pow-
wow and recalls how slave ancestor was
befriended and lived with this tribe in
1862. Gr.K-2Amind/AA

11 DIEGO RIVERA; ARTIST OF THE
PEOPLE. Neimark, Anne E;
HarperCollins 1992

Excellent biography of this Mexican
muralist from interesting childhood
through international fame, political
activity and personal relationships.
THustrated with pictures of sotre murals
and list of their locations. Gr.6-8/Lat

12. DRAGONFLY'’S TALE. Rodanas,
Kristina autbor/illus. Clarion 1992 PB
Zuni legend of village that was stricken
with drought because of wasted com, and
how two children helped the land to
blossom again.

Gr.1-¥Amind




Recommended List of Recent K-8 Multicultural Literature

13. DRYLONGSO >>Hamilton. Virginia
illus.>>Jerry Pinkney. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich(HBJ) 1992

Well-illustrated longer picture book about
the drought in the midwest in the 70s. and
the boy who uses a divining rod to bring
relief to a family.

Gr.3-5/AA

14. EL CHINO >>Say, Allen. Author/
illus. Houghton 1990

Outstanding picture book based on the
true story of Am-Chinese immigrant who
became a famous matador in Spain.
Exciting illustrations. Gr.2-5/AS

15. ELUAH'S ANGEL:; A STORY FOR
CHANUKAH AND CHRISTMAS
>>Rosen. Michael illus.>>Aminah
Robinson HBJ 1992 Contemporary
picture book about friendship between a
black woodcarver and Jewish boy, who
exchange gifts. True life story.

Gr. 2-5/AA/Jewish

16. EVERYBODY COOKS RICE
Dooley, Norah and Peter Thomton;
Carolrhoda 1991 (non-fiction)

Simple pictures follow a child visiting
homes in a multi-ethnic neighborhood at
dinner time and tasting the different rice
dishes. Recipes given.

Gr. 1-5/Cross cultural

17. FINDING MY VOICE >>Lee,
Maric. Houghton 1992 High school
Korean-American gi-l comes to grips with
culture-conflict at home, discrimination at
school and adolescent independence.

Gr. 7+ /AS

I8. THE FORTUNETELLERS
Alexander, Lloyd: illus. Trina Schart
lyman. Dutwon 1992

Well-illustrated. hilarious picture book
about a poor carpenter in Africa who
becomes a rich fortuneteller - by default!
Gr. 1-3/African

19. THE GIRL WHO CHANGED HER
FATE. Marshall. Laura, author/illus.
Athencum 1992

Greek folktale tells of adventures of
youngest daughter who takes the
responsibility of removing the bad fate
that was dealt to ber family. Gr2-4

20. THE GIRL WHO LOVED
CATERPILLARS; A 12TH
CENTURY TALE FROM JAPAN.
Merrill, Jean adaptor: illus. Floyd Cooper:
Philomen/Putnam 1992  Independent
young wOman 1s more interested in insects
than 1n marrying a nobleman! Nice
science slant.  Gr.2-5/Japan

21. THE GOLD COIN >>Flor Ada,
Alma, illus. Neil Waldiman: Atheneum
1991 Original story showing how a
thief, following a helpful old woman, is
transformed by ber goodness and in the
end assists rather than robs her. Gr. 1-3/
Lat

22. THE GOLDEN BEAR. Young, Ruth
illus. Rachel isadora: Viking 1992
Pictures of winsome child and same-size
teddy bear, make this little rhyming song
(with music score included) a big hit with
preschoolers. Gr.ps-1/AA

23. THE GOLDEN DEER Hodges,
Margaret; illus. by Daniel San Souci;
Scribner 1992 Classic Jataka tale of the
Banyan Deer willing to sacrifice himself
for the good of the herd. Gr.1-4/Elnd

24. GOODBYE VIETNAM Whelan.
Gloria: Knopf 1992

A harrowing tale of a teenage girl and her
family escaping from Vietnam to Hong

Kong where they board a plane for the US.

Gr.6+/AS

25. THE HEAVENLY HORSE
Hassall, Neil, illus. Maurcen Hyde:
Green Tiger /SS 1992 PB

Poor Chinese boy travels to improve his
life and leamns bow to discriminate
between real and transitory values
Gr.K-¥China

26. THE INVISIBLE THREAD; AN
AUTOBIOGRAPHY >>Uchida,

‘Yoshiko Messner 1991

Life and work of Yoshiko and how she

explored her Japanese roots.
Gr.5-8/AS

27.ISLAND BABY Keller, Holly
Greenwillow 1992

Bright colors, strong shapes grace this
simple picture books about a toung child
rescuing and nurturing an injured
flamingo. Gr.ps-2ZAA

28. THE JOURNEY OF MENG
Rappaport. Doreen. illus. >>Yang Ming
Yi; Dial 1991 PB Story tied to Great
Wall of China. tells of how brave wife
embarked on a tragic quest to ave her
busband.. Gr2-4/China

29. JUST LIKE MARTIN >>Davis,
Ossie Simon & Schuster 1992
Exciting ""[-was-there” novel reliving the
civil rights events of the early 60s;
narrator is 14-yr-old African American
boy

Gr. 7-9/AA

30. KEEPERS OF THE ANIMALS;
NATIVE AMERICAN STORIES AND
WILDLIFE ACTIVITIES FOR
CHILDREN. Caduto. Michael
>>Bruchac, Joseph Fulcrum
Pubs.Colorado. 1991

Good resource book with many science
activities. Companion books with
additional folktales. RESOURCE /
Amind

31. KISS THE DUST. Laird, Elizabeth:
Dutton 1992

Exciting. contemporary novel of wealthy
Kurdish girl and family’s hazardous
escape from Iran, to Iraqi refugee camps
and finally to London. Gr.7+/MidEast

32. THE LAST PRINCESS; THE
STORY OF PRINCESS KAIULANI
OF HAWAIIL. Stanley, Fay and Diane.
Four Winds 1991

Long picture book ties in the life of
Princess Kaiulani with the betrayal of her
country by American business and
government. Historical content.Gr.4-6
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33. LEAVING FOR AMERICA
Bresnick. Perry illus Mira Reisberg
Children’s Bk. Pr. 1992

Author remembers ber childhood in
Russia (1920s) before she came 0 the US
t0 join her father. Happy story. Simple
pictures.

Gr.K-3¥Russian

35. LETTERS TO RIFKA >>Hesse.
Karen Hoit 1992

Letters reveal the experien<es of Jewish
girl escaping Russia, being held in Europe
for a years, and then at Eliis Island for
months before being allowed to enter the
US. Gr.5-8/Jewish

36. LETTERS : ..<OM A SLAVE GIRL.

THE STORY OF HARRIET JACOBS
Lyons, Mary; Scribners 1992

Based on Jacob's autobiography (1861)
the fictional letters tell her experiences
starting when she was 12, and inclode her
seven years in hiding and eventual escape
to freedom. Gr.6+/AA

37. LITTLE BROTHER. Baillie, Allan:
Viking 1992 pbk

Rousing story of young Vithy:s escape
from the Khmer Rouge labor camp after
the Viemam war. Gr. 5-&/AS

38. LONG IS A DRAGON; CHINESE
WRITING FOR CHILDREN.
Goldstein, Peggy; China Bks &
Periodicals, SF; 1991

Introduces 75 Chinese characters
explaining how pictures influence the
word forms. Gr. 3-7/Chinese

39. THE LOVE FLUTE. Goble, Paul
authoe/illus. Bradbury Pr. 1992

Plains Indian legend showing why the
love flnte is so impostant in courtship
customs. Good background notes.
Stylish & authentic illustrations.
Gr.3-6¢/Amind

40. MAMA DO YOU LOVE ME?
Joose, Barbara M. illus Barbara Lavallee
Chronicle Bks. 1992. Inuit child asks
mother - Would you love me IF...with
realistic but reassuring answers from
mother showing unrestrictive love. Lavish
art. Ethnic altemnative to the RUNAWAY
BUNNY. Gr.ps-1/Amind

41. MARIA; A CHRISTMAS STORY.
Taylor, Theodore HBJ 1992.  In this
short book we read about the Gonzaga
family Chrisimas float which was bom in
envy, nuwtured with pride, produced in
desperation, and remembered for a
generation. Their Mexican-American
Nativity scene won the prize against all
odds and is re-enacted each year in
remembrance, at the San Lazaro
Christmas parade. This small gem of 96
pages brings smiles and tears and an
understanding of ethnic pride.
Gr.4-7/Lat READALOUD all ages
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

5 3

42. A MILLION FISH MORE OR
LESS>>McKissack, Patricia illus,. Dena
Schutzer. Knopf 1991 PB

Tall tale from the South is told in
storytelling style. Young boy maiches the
“fish stories” of the old timers!
lustrations encourage art activities.
Gr.K-2/AA

43 MORNING GIRL >>Dorris, Michacl
Hyperion 1992

Simple life of a Taino family and
community is told through the eyes of two
children.[SEE REVIEW in this issue)
Gr. 47/Amind
44. MY NAME IS SAN HO. Pettit,
Jayne; Scholastic 1992 .

Realistic story of young bov's difficult
escape from a wartom Vietnamese village
and his experiences making a new lif:
with an American stepfather in the US.
Gr.6-9/AS

45. NEIGHBORHOOD ODES >>Soto,
Gary HBJ 1992

Short and long poems reflecting author's
Latino youth, and touching everyday
experiences with humor and beauty.
Gr.5-8/Lat

46. NIGHT ON NEIGHBORHOOD
STREET >>Greenfield, Eloise. illus Jan
Spivey; Dial 1991 PB

Short, realistic, reassuring poems abosit
living with love and trust in a black
community. Gr.K-VAA

47. ONE MORE RIVER TO CROSS;
THE STORIES OF TWEI V4 BLACK
AMERICANS. >>Haskins, j\n;
Scholastic 1992

The biographies (about 16p each) bave a
lot of action, good description and
coafront discrimination bonesdy.

Gr. 5-&/AA
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<
Pacttic Crossmg

Cfry Seyes

48. PACIFIC CROSSING >>Soto. Gary
HBJ 1992

Two Latino boys from Califoria go to
Japan on an exchange visit. have new
experiences and share their own cultre.
Gr.5-7/Lat/Cross cultural

49. PASS IT ON; AI'RICAN-
AMERICAN POETRY FOR
CHILDREN. Hudson, Wade
illus.>>Floyd Cooper. Scholastic 1993
Selected poems by top black pos ts -
Hughes. Giovanni. Dunbar et..

Full and double page illustrations retlect
the content and feeling of the words.
Gr.K-3+/AA

50. A PICTURE BOOK OF SIMON
BOLIVAR. Adler, David illus. Robert
Casilla; Holiday House 1992

Biography of the Creule often called the
Second Washington oi’ the New World
because he spent his life in wars to liberate
South American coutitries from Spain.
Factual, well-illustrated - with maps,
chronology. Gr.3-6/Lat

51. ROSES SING ON NEW SNOW; A
DELICIOUS TALE.>>Yee, Paul illus.
>>Harvey Chan; Macmillan 1991 PB
Assertive girl cook in Chinatown, carly
1900s, shows that even when two people
use the same ingredients the resulting
dishes can be different'Shows the valuc of
uniqueness.  Gr2-S/AS

52. THE ROUGH FACE GIRL. Martin.
Rafe illus.David Shannon; Putnam 1992
Picture book with Cinderella motif but
culture

specific.Independent girl overcomes
physical ugliness and wins the prize.
emerges as beautiful as the persor within.
Cood for storytelling. Gr 2-¢/Amind

E

53. THE SABBATH LION. Schwartz.
Howard & Barbara Rush illus. Stephen
Fieser. HarperCollins 1992 PB

Yosef keeps the Sabbath despite being left
alone in the desert, but a Lion is sent to
guard and help him achieve his goal.

Gr. K-3/Mideast/Jewish

54. SAMI AND THE TIME OF
TROUBLES Heide, Florence and Judith
Gilliland illus. Ted Lewin; Clarion 1992
PB Pictures show children and families
in Lebanon living under war conditions.
There is danger and anxiety, but life goes
on in the spaces of peace. Gr.3-5/
Mideast

55. THE SAMURAI'S DAUGHTER
San Souci. Robert illus. Stephen Johnson:
Dial 1992 PB

Set in medieval Japan the story tells of a
young woman who uses her skill as a
diver to save her father. Gr.1-3/Japan

56. SAVE MY RAIN FOREST. Zak,
Monica and Runnerstrom. Volcano Press.
CA 1992 PB  True story of young
boy's amazing joumey to try and save
Mexico's last rain forest. Well illustrated
and documented. Gr. 2-5/Lat.

T WY & VrRTEre & 0 1)
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57. SENEFER: A YOUNG GENIUS IN
OLD EGYPT. Africa World Press
Inc..Trenton, NJ. 1992

Pictures and text describe the childhood of
Senefer. one of Egypt’s greatest
mathematicians and builders.
Gr4-8/Africa

58. SHORTCUT >>Donald Crews
Greenwillow 1992. Colorful double-page
pictures and few words give a strong
safety message about not walking or
playing on railroad tracks. Gr.ps-2/AA

59.THE SLEEPING BREAD. Czemecki.

Stefan and Timothy Rhodes; Hyperion
1992 PB People in a Guatemalan town

6 Ny

banish a poor old man, and then find that
the bread at the bakery won't rise. When
the invte the old man back all is solved!
Gr. K-2/1at

61. SONG OF THE BUFFALO BOY
Garland. Sherry HBJ 1992
see review (page 1) Gr. 74/AS

62. THE STORY OF YURIKAWA; A
JAPANESE ODYSSEY. Haugaazd, Erik
and Masako illus.Birgitta Saflund 1991
Well-written tale, paralle] to myth of
Odysseus, but with cultural and historical
flavor of medieval Japan. Gr.4-7/Japan

63. TALKING WALLS. Knight, Margy
Burmns illus. Anne Sibley O"Brien; Tilbury
House 1992. PB

Brief texts and illustrations of old and new
walls around the world, and their
significance. Pictures show children of
many cultures. Fosters research activities.
Gr.3-6/Cross cultural

64. TEARS FOR ASHAN>>Marie,
Dipseud] illus. Norman Chilcres
Creative Press Works, Memphis, TN
1992 2nd prig. PB  Simple pictures and
text tell of village life in Africa and how
young Kumasi felt when his friend Ashan
was kidnapped and taken away (0 be a
slave. Gr. 1-¥AA

65. THREE WISHES >>Clifton, Lucille
illus Michael Hays; Doubleday 1992 PB
Nobie finds a lucky penny and unwittingly
makes three wishes that come true.
Contemporary story with values. Good
alternative to traditional ‘three wishes’
tales. Lovely art.

Gr2-4/AA

66. TIGER. Allen, Judy illus. Tudor
Humphries; Candlewick Pr. 1992

A local hunter stalks a tiger that is
menacing a South China village and
shoots it - with bis camera! Culture-
specific and lovely illustrations setting,
people and tiger. Gr. 2-4/AS




Recommended List of Recent K-8 Multicultural Literature

67. A TO ZEN; A BOOK OF
JAPANESE CULTURE. Wells, Ruth
illu.>>Yoshi; Picture Bk. Studio 1992
Unusual and informative picture book
introducing Japanese script and words
(kimono, origami etc.) and reading back to
front and right to left.
Gr.1-3/Bilingual/Japan

68. TONGUES OF JADE >>Yep,
Laurence illus. David Wicsner
HarperCollins 1991 A collection of
Chinese folkiales transplanted to and
affected by the New World. Yep enriches
the book with his explanations. Gr.5-8&/
China/AS

69. TREE OF CRANES. >>8ay, Allen,
Houghton 1991 PB Good “reverse-
culture” story of American mother living
in Japan, importing her California
Christmas customs for her bi-racial child.
Excellent, Japanese culture-specific
pictures.

Gr.1-¥Cross cultural/japan

70. WHAT KIND OF BABKY-SITTER
IS THIS? Johnson, Dolores author/illus.
1991 Young Kevin does not want
another babysitter, especially the
granmother who shows up - until he finds
out she loves baseball as much as he does!
Gr. K-2/AA
i 1 R

71. WOMAN WHO OUTSHONE THE
SUN; THE LEGEND OF LUCIA
ZENTENO. >>Martinez, Alejandro Cruz
Children’'s Bk Pr. 1991 PB A beautiful
stranger with unusual powers is banished
from the village, then the river dries up.
The people invite her back and the river
flows again.

Gr. 1-4/Lat

72. THE YEAR THEY WALKED;
ROSA PARKS AND THE
MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT.
Siegel, Beatrice; Four Winds Pr. 1992
Well written book showing Rosa Parks’
contribution to the Civii Rights
movement. Gr.5-7/AA

73. YOU’RE MY NIKKIL Eisenberg,
Phyllis Rose, illus]ill Kastner; Dial Bks
for Young Readers 1992  Young child
needds assurance when ber mothes stasts a
full time job. Contemporry,

cultural altemnative 10 RUNAWAY
BUNNY. Gr. ps-1/AA

34. MOON ROPE; UNLAZO A LA
LUNA Ehlert, Lois. Translator Amy
Pince; HBJ 1992  Arrestirig art
dominated by oversized, stylised animals
in primary colors and silver, tells the story
of the friends Fox and Mole who
attempted 10 climb to the moon.

Gr. ps-1/Bilingual/Lat

Now Available in Paperback

THE DEFEAT AND TRIUMPH OF
A FUGITIVE SLAVE by Virginia
Hamilton. Knopf Borzoi Sprinter Jan.
1993 ISBN 0-679-83997-6
$3.99 This biography, first published in
1988, explores the slavery issue sad how
the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 galvanized
public and legal opinion in the free states
against slavery. Recommended for
classroom study in Literature/Social
Studies - grades 7-8.* Send for the
excellent Teachers Guide written by Dr.
Stanek, that appeared in Paperback Power,
Winter 1993.* Random House, Inc., 225
Park Ave.South, New York, NY 10003
Gr.5-8/ AA US. History

ISubject Index Recommended List

Ant 1
Civil rights 29 Languages 2,4,38,67
Coming of age 1,17,29 Music 22,39 Biographical stories - Total 10
Community 46,41, Math 57
Cross cultural  10,15,16.48 Poems 45,46,49,59 Contemporary stories - Total 29
Culture conflict 17,26 Science 12,13,20,27,30.56,66
“Different” 7.11,14,17,19,20, Selfesteem  6,7,14 Folktales & Legends - Total 20
is OK 41,44.48,52,59,71 Slavery 3,36,64
Ecolo 27,5666 Strong Women 17,19,20,24,28,,51,55
Em;xg:ym 24,31,33,35,37,44 U.SHistory 2.3,10,13,29,32 ABBREVIATIONS :
freedom 36,43.47,72 AA - African American
Family 40, 41,43,44,54.61, Values 21232552,5358,60,71  AS-Asian _
69.70,7273,75 Amind - American Indian
Friends 22,33,34,35,61,64, World History 9,24,37,54,63, Elnd - East Indian
65 31,37,50,57 Lat - hﬂnn:mu
Humor 58,18,42,51 ~ MidEast - Eastern
Amemigrants  7,14,17.24.33.35.44 33 PB - Paperback




Resource Books

LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH Maulticultural Review (periodical)
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE byFlor  Greenwood Publishing Group Inc. 88 Post
Ada, Alma and Rosalma Zubizarreta. Rd. W.,P.0.Box 5007, Westport, CT - ..
Cildren’s Book Press 1989 06881-5007 Annual subscription $59.00 Many th
Latina author and university professor The issue I reviewd had over 100 seducators and paren
introduces “creative dialog”, an effective  pages and was filled with excellent articles | * . ' Advisor -Comn
and unique approach to teaching relating to multicultural books,magazines,
gl:;:saﬂmm and bilingual children’s media and issues for adults and children.

EMIERT Bulletin, (Ethnic Materials and
OUR FAMILY, OUR FRIENDS, OUR Information Exchange Round Table)

WORLD: An annotated guide to Issued Quarterly. Order from ALA/

significant multicultural books for EMIERT, 50 East Huron St., Chicago, IL

children and teenagers. 710p. Bowker 60611

1992 ISBN 0-8352-3025-2. $10.00 Individual subsrciption for non-

Excellent source for fiction and non- ALA member.

fiction K-12 books, most of which were Information .events, reviews of ethnic

published within the last five years. materials.

Arranged by ethnic minority categories NOTES

(African Americans; Asian Americans; Interracial Books for Children . i
Hispanic Americans; Native Americans) Bulletin, 8 times a year; $28.00 g{ﬁbcMng Oa}:mh:: the counu'lyti thanks t0
and by countries of the world (including  Institutional subscription $20.00 P

the generous publicity through BOOK
LINKS, BOOK REPORT, LIBRARY
TALK, and CMLEA Newsletter.

Europe etc.) Good introductory chapters Individual subscription.
on multicultural literature - use, publishing  Council on Interracial Books for Children
history, evaluative criteri:i. Books have 1841 Broadway, New York, NY 10023.

amnotations and critical reviews - 12-20 Critical reviews, and relevant articles. I;?: l:::::::: ms:m ve
lines each title. Well indexed. Lists c g
. . . Hawaii, and also from Canada! The

publishers addresses, including small Editor feelsthat this is evidence that the

presses. Newsletter is speaking to a very present
need in the schools.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

The terms used for ethnic categories change frequently,but catalog systems and BACK ISSUES

government reports are slow to respond. Here is some information that may help you A few requests have come in for back

decide on your entries. issues of THE MIRROR. Four

Though LC Catalogs use - AFRO-AMERICANS, HISPANICS, AND INDIANS OF Newsletters were issued last year -

NORTH AMERICA, the favored terms in the community at this time seem to be- December 1991, January ‘92, March '92,

AFRICAN AMERICANS, LATINOS, AMERICAN INDIANS or NATIVE May '92. Each issue is four pages. If you

AMERICANS. ASIAN AMERICANS, PACIFIC ISLANDERS, or AS‘AN PACIFIC  areinterested send your request, labeled
AMERICANS. The Canadian term INDO-AMERICANS may be coming into use for BACK ISSUES, along with a check for
East Indians.And does anyone have an umbrella term for immigrants from the Middle $4.00 to the editor. Address below.

East?
The “Definitions of Subject Characteristics™ in the 1990 Cunsus Report gives a detailed SUBSCRIPTIONS
breakdown of ethnic groups that fall under various categorics. THE MIRROR issues three newsletters

annually. . New subscribers will receive
the FALL 92 and WINTER 93 issues as
well as the upcoming SPRING 93 issue.

Subscriptions are-
Individual - $5.00: Group - $25.00
Group subscription includes permission
to copy =l or parts of the Newsletter for
distribution within a non-profit
educational institution or program.
Subscriptions should be sent to:

ot s y,. _ . Gloria Jackson ,Editor
e N -, THE MIRROR, 45 Moonlit Circle,

\ : Sacramento, CA 95831
QO justration taken from THE STORY OF YURIKAWA/ Haugasard

ERIC

'Full Text Provided by ERIC 8
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Reflecting Culturally Dii';erse Children’s Books

Reviewed in this Issue

Abuela's Weave | Castenada
Africa brothers and sisters ! Kroll
Aunt Elaine does the Dance from
Spain | Komaiko

Baseball saved us | Lee

Boy becomes a Man at Wounded
Knee | Wood

Chevrolet Saturdays | Dawson Boyd
Echoes of the White Giraffe | Choi
Feast for 10/ Falwell

Get on Board | Haskins

Haveli | Staples

Honev Hunters | Martin

If it hadn't been for Yoon Jun ! Lee
Jonathan and his Mommy | Smalls-
Hector

Losi Children ! Goble

Lotus Seed | Garland

Many Thousand Gone | Hamilton
Nev Shalom/Wahat Al-Salaam |
Dolphin

Real McCoy | Towle

Red Thread ! Young

Righteous Revenge of Artemis
Bonner | Myers

Sparrow Hawk Red | Mikaelsen
Sunita Experiment | Perkins
Vejigante Musquerader/Delacre
Walls of Pedro Garcia | McColley

e

Editor: Gloria D. Jackson
Layout: Lynn Clark
Copyright

The purpose of this newsletter is to
encourage the use of culturally
diverse books in K-8 schools, by
reviewing new books, suggesting
curricular activities, and discussing
issues surrounding this literature.

Multicultural books enter the mainstream !

Here is some good news!

More multicultural books are being published by national publishers.
Some new publishers are concentrating on minority culture bocks.
Multicultural literature is entering the mainstream!

This is what I mean -

Though these tooks have characters and/or settings that relate W a specific culture or more
than one culture, their main attraction lies in a story that appeals to all readers. Candy
Dawson Boyd was an early proponent of this point of view, and her books bear this out. This
diffusing of cultural priority should not be confused with the kind of generic books that were
written a decade ago to pay lip service to multicuituralism. In evaluating the integrity of
such books the cthnicity and research/cxperience of the author is of great importance.

When | asked the award- winning black author Patncia McKissack what she thought about
cross-cultural or mainstream- multicultural books she immediately replied, *But there is sull
so much 1 need to know about my own culture!*There will always be a great need for books
whose priority 1s to give specific information on and insight into a particular culture. This
is the kind of fiction and non-fiction that McKissack, Hamilton, Soto, Uchida and others
have wnitten so well.

The books reviewed 1n this issue include both kinds of multicultural literature Many of them
are sct in the United States with attractive main characters belonging to minority cultures,
but their appeal is in their plots. Attention is still paid to the internal and external culture
conflicts, but as part of the common coming-of-age cxpencnce. I feel this trend will make
multicultural books more accepted by teenagers. Through this avenue of story, they will get
a better understanding of their own and other cultures.

This is the last issue of THE MIRROR.
1t is with mixed feelings that I announce this,
because it fas been a wonderful challenge to create this Newsletter.
However, the work is too arduous to continue alone successfully.
I am most grateful
for the support of the many (ibrarians who encouraged me to start this service -
for the response from around the country in the form of your subscriptions -
for the exfiilorating discussions with my local multicultural review committee -
for the generosity of publishers who sent books to review -
for ¢he patience and understanding of my Ausband -
and for the excellent technical services provided by my daughter.

I will continue my interest in this exciting field of literature
by writing some articles and freelance reviews,
and by using these books with children.

(9 g’




Understanding, Overcoming, Accepting

CHEVROLET SATURDAYS by
Candy Dawson Bovd Macmillan 1993
176p ISBN (102 711765-0

The author has olien panted out that her
nosels ate pumanly good stones that ictlect
and appeatl 10, the v erage young teenager.
They also nappen W be peopled by African
Amencan charucters, and as such provide
wdentticaton with and respect for that
culture.

In this stony Joey. 1s unhappy that he has
not been aceepted tor the gilted program al
swhool though he s a good student. (The
classtoom seenes are veny authentic.) Heas
also having trouble accepting his mather's
divoree, and his new steplather twhoas a hine
characteny He gots wdviee trom the old
pharmacist. Do who tells im that he must
featn o work out s problems it he wants
"to hecome o sobd Alrican-Amencan man

w b walke this world soth s head on
strarght”

A wninp pont occurs when Joey loses s
steplather < Jog - He takes the responsibility
ol tiding the dog and paving logits

uyusies Meanwhile Mi Johnson buys a
chievialet to pet his constiuchion business
gomg and pots does interested ma. By
the end o the novel Juey aceepts his
steplatheor

Phirs s o e tamily and coming-of-age
stony s not stescoly peal, but presents an
"against the pran® model tof Afncan
Amctican bovs whe aie obten pressuied by
peers o turn then backs on school which s
the "white man's world® | really loved this
book . and the hids will oo
Gr. SN
Reviewed by Barbara Ross, Middle
School librarian,

BASLBALL SAVLD 1S Witen by han
Ao hizakt, Hlus by Dol ee
focand b ow Books 1093

FSIN 1 RBOOOO 01 6

*Ome day my dad looked ot at the endloss
Jdesert and deaided 1o bunld a baseball frohd?
o stants this touching preture ook Hhe
locaon s o Japanese imemnment caing
tdaho, and 1t takes a Lot of work and ingemniy
twlore the fiehd s completed and imtorms made
EAr L IS cosers'y

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

shah-LOM

DY o Y

sah-LAHM

NEV SHALOM | WAHAT AL-
S4LAAM,; OASIS OF PEACE
by Laune Dulphin; photographed by
Ben Dolphin.  Scholasuc 1993
1SBN (-590-45799-3

Attractive color photographs and simple
text tell the true stones of a Jewish boy,
Shlomhi, and a Mushim boy Muhammad,
both tex years old, who aie citizens ol Israel,
and s e in separate villages not lar from
cach other  Their parents want peace
between the two rices. and they send the
childien cach day 10 a special school i the
Jasis of Peace village

The teachers and students of this bilingual
grade schoul include Jews and Masiems
The purpose 18 1o defuse the fear between
the races through informanon and
tnendship. By the end ol the book Shlomk
and Muhammed arc visiing 1n cach others
homes. and their parents are peting to hnow
each other.

The Attierw ord contans lactual intonnghon
about the village. recent facts about the
Isracl; a glossary; and a Hebrew Arabic
Language companson of thirtcen cominon
words. This1s a vens worthw hile book o
read and discuss in class.

Gr. 4-8 Middle East

Curricular: World History

How do you Know wheifier a
person you Raven't met is

good or bad.

Arn Chornt

It 18 hore the soung hero hones tes shalls.and
ks the hial winmung swing  that bnngs him
1o homeplatc and the "thumbs op sign” from
the Amencan guatd on the watchiower When
he et 1o the oty after the war. he still finds
discrnmmation bt s skabh at baseball wans
hitn tespect and Tncds

Phis"haseball™ ston introduces chitdren 1o
e tstoncad icahty o - discnnuination and
iternment  Fhe athastrations are in shades ol
mowns fellecting the and desen location. but

”
-~

HAVELI by Suzannc Fisher Staples.
Knopt 1993 ISBN 0-679-84157-1

This sequel 10 Shahbani1s an adult book,
but high school and mature middle school
readers witl enjoy 1. At the end of the first
book, young Shahbanu submitted to
radion and reluctantly mamed Rahim, a
nch landholder, forty yvears her semor.

In this sequel we sce Shahbanu settled as the
lourth wife of Ramim. She has a daughter
Mumtiz, to whom she 1s devoted. Life with
the extended tamily of wives and children is
full of jealousy, intnguc and inherent danger.

As the stony untolds the incidents,
asprewns and relatronships inexorably build
10 a level of suspense, which 1s more
smister by not being explicit or exploding
Staples has the sharpened sensibihites of an
espenenced journalist and carefully reports
on what s seen |, heand und felt . releasing
tension frequently with the sights of the
mathetplace. the sense of the oppressive
hcat, the sound of the muezzin {call 10
pranver| Hoating over ety |, the shight wap-tap
of the pet deer following Mumtas,

I'he villanns in the book ase Amina, the
triest wile of Rahim, and Nazir his vicious,
power-hungry brother Shahbanu endures
then open hatred with vigilance. She also
wicsties swith an inner confiict when she
foves yet resists @ man near her own age.

The cyplosion comes near the end of the
book with violence and death. Finally she
tinds a measure of peace at her beloved
haveli, the ancestral home that once knew
prandeur and 18 now rather decrepit. s not
€ Lairy tale end | but this me the
compromise 1s of her own making.

Gr 8-adult  Pakistani

they  come to hife waith the haseball action
depicted The author's pareits were 1 an
micrnment camp an fdaho in 1942

Gr. 3-S¢  Japanese American
Curricular S Histon Read also
Tourney to Topaz /1 chida

b A




| Séhool Days ... 8»chool ;1riends |

THE SUNITA EXPERIMENT by
Mitali Perkins. Little Brown 1993
179p ISBN 0-316-69943-8

MOON BRIDGE by Marcia Savin
Scholastic 1992 231p ISBN 0-590-
45373-6.

Middle school students struggle with
creauing their ow nidentity, and this 1s
especially so for children with dual cultures.

Sunita Sen 1s a typical Amencan tecnager  Inlernment 10 concentration camps. The

preoccupied with fricnds, school, homework, story s told from Ruthic Fox's perspective

and a budding romance with the school
tennis star. Her pleasant world erupts 1n
conflict when her middle class grandparents
amrive from India for a prolonged visit. Her
East Indian mother then reverts 10 weanng
sarees instead of jeans and cooking curries
instcad of sending out for pizzas!

as she relates her feelings and expenences
American classmate, Mitas Fupimoto.

On another level ths is a story of school
friends - their Joys and mishaps,and the
cifect of politics and prejudice on that
fnendship over the years.

The culture conflict within Sunita 1s

reahistic.  This excellent first novel explores The Afterword gives the fucts about the

the differences in the cultures presented, but  evacuation and internment, and 1s one of the
few books that has the acknowledgment by

emphasises the good quaiitics 1n the
minonty and mainstream chasacters that
ovemde and unite the cultures. There are
some teenage villains, faint whiffs of
prejudice, and many signs of adolescent
impatience and rebellion. But there is also
kumor, fricndship and family love that
allows Sunita to appreciate her family
roots. This  carefully construcicd novel
can be enjoy ed by teenagers of all cultures.
Gr. 6.8/ East Indian

the US government of the violations of

10 tndivsduals of Japnese ancestry.
Gr. 4-8+  Japanese American

Activities:!- Wnite Jeiters from Mtz and
Ruthie 2-Report on hife 1in an inicrament
camp 3-Rescarch news anicles descnbing

significant items from the story

Reviewed by Ruth Seo, teacher

ECHOES OF THE WHITE GIRAFFE by Sook Nyul Chor.

1993 137p ISBN 0-395-64721-5

This scqucl to The Year of hmpussible Goodbyes focuses more on the personal
cyvpencence of the heroine Sookan. than on the poliical conditions n Korea. She is
now fificen and with her mother and young brother she 1s a refugee 1n Pusan for two
and a haif ycars while the Korean War sull rages.  She lives high on a rather steep
hill corered with hundreds of makeshift huts. In miny weather access 1s very ditficult.
Yet she is happy to goireely 10 school and church. 1t1s here she finds her firsi love
- Junho. Unlike Amencan teenagers she 1s not free to date, or even show special
altention o the young man  But their attrachion 1s mutual . and they challenge
tradition by mecning sceretly sometimes to talk together.

Houghton

The war s over in 1953 and tens of thousands of refugees return to their homes.
Sookan's family retumns o Scoul to see their house 1n ruins. Her three older brothers
are there but her father has dicd 1n the bombing. She enters college and gets a
wholarship to study 1n the US. Onc day Junho comes 1o sec her. They wll of umes
past and the future. He is planning to enter the seninary to become a prest. She is
sad 10 say goodbye, but he says,

*Nothing will ever end; nothing ever does.
Everything good that touches our lives becomes part of us forever..."
This 1s a tender love story, of teenage romance 1n anther culture, another country -
different 1n custom, but alike 1n the depth of joy, fonging and heartbreak

O .8+ Korean .
RIC ° u,{

Marcia Savin presents an honest look at the
hostihty aimed at Japanese Amencans atter
the bombing o Pearl Harbor, which resulied
in thetr evacuauon from the West Coast and

when she becomes (riends with a Japanese

basic civil liberties and constitutional nghts

Curricular: Social Studics, Language Arts

cvents of that time 4-Crealc a Treasure Box of

IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR YOON
JUN by Manc G. Lee. Houghton
1993 134p ISBN 0-395-62941-1

The two main characters of this casy-reading
novel about nuddie school {niendships,
boy fnends, football and partics were both
born 1n Korea, but are culturaily quite
different!

Alice Larsen was adopted as a baby by an
American family and is now a typical,
altractive, middle class teenager. Yoon Jun,
1s a new immigrant - pudgy, shy, iives with
his mother in subsidized housing, and does
not speak English well. Through most of
the book Alice repudiates this common
hentage and avoids Yoon Jun. When they
are paired by lottery to work on a report
they choose Korea. and she becomes
interested 1n its history.

Later Yoon Jun saves her from being hit by
a speeding car. She 1s grateful to him and he
becomes a campus hero!. {This wrap-up
incident seems forced!}

The nov el recognises the peer pressure o
conform and reveals the senous differences
that can c\ast within a culture.

Gr. §8 Korean-American
Activity - Discuss "accepting differences”

Don't Miss This!

ITS OUR WORLD: Stories of
yovr~g people who are making a
difference by Phillip Hoose. Joy
StrectLittle Brown 1992 166p ISBN 0-
316-37241-2

This album-size book tells the stones of
fourteen young teenage activists, of many
cthnicities, who tooh nsky stands against
racism and scusm; reached out to help
others 1n the community; imtiated projects
to save the carth and create a safer future.
Each story runs about cight pages and has
photographs. A third of the book 1s a
handbook on planning these projects. This
attractive and informative book will be
indispensable to teachers marshalling the
idealism ot youth The starred® quotes in
this newsletter a2 from this book.

Gr.6+ Cross cultural




Around the World and Back Again

THE LOTUS SEED by Sherry Garland,
illus. by Tatsuro Kiuchi;. Harcourt
1993 ISBN 0-15-249465-0

In a flashback, an immigrant grandmother
tells of her youth in Vietnam,how she stole
a lotus seed from the impenal gardens of the
last Emperor, how she fled after the war
leaving cverything but saving the lotus
secd. Her voung grandson has never seen a
lotus {Tower so he steals the seed and plants
1t secretly . The grandmother 1s very sad, but
1n tme 1t emerges as a beavuful flower.
Then the grandmother gives each child onc
of the seeds. The stony 1s beautitully told and
provides insight to the {eclings of
immigrants

There 15 a good Author's Note at the end of
the baok bnefly tracing the history of
Vietnam dunng this century.

Gr, 1-3 Vietnamese immigrant
Activities: Scicnce - plant sceds in class.

FEAST FOR 10 by Cathryn Falwell,
authorillus. Clanon 1993
ISBN 0-395-62037-6

Most young children love the supermarket,
so here 1s a counung book with mama and
five chuldren under 8 vears old] doing their
grocery shopping. There 1s one can, two
pumpkins, three chickens in packets, five
kinds of beans, six bunches of greens etc.
Then when they return home there is one
car, five empty cans, six pots and pans..
mine chairs around the table and ten hungry
people to feed.

The black family is portrayed very
positively and all children will feel
comfonable with the iflustrauons which are
large and distinct. This 1s a pre-school
winner!

Gr. ps-K  African American

Read also /0..9.8 by Molly Bang.
Activity - Have parents bnng in grocery
iems Gt a child's wagon, re-enact the book
1 the class, lething children take tums.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

AFRICA BROTHERS AND
SISTERS by Virginia Kroll pictures by
Vanessa French Four Winds Press

1993 ISBN 0-02-751166-9

In a simplc question and ans»<r format
(between father and young son )this colorful
picture book reviews the accomplishments
of vanous African tnbes. The 1bo grow the
best yams, the Ashanti weave exquisite
cloths, the Guere carve marvelous masks,
the Djerma make gold and silver
jewelry.etc.Many Africans are also
teachers, engineers and businessmen in the
cities.

The pastel illustrations refiect the  work of
the tnbes, and include pictures of father and
son enjoying this game of learing.
Includcd 15 a full page, color map noung the
locations of the tnbes, and a glossary. An
author's note lists additional tnbes and their

ABUELA'S WEAVE by Omar S.

occupations.A book of information and pride  Castaneda, Illus. by Enrique O. Sanchez

that should be shared with all children.
Gr. 1-3+ African
Curricular - Social Studies

Anybody can begreat
Because anybody can serve.
Martin Luther King.Jr*

JONATHAN AND HIS MOMMY by
Irene Smalls-Hector Hlustrated by Michael
Hays 1992 Litle Brown

A hcart-warming picture book that will be a
favonte with very young children. Jonathan
and his Mom go for a walk in the city - only
they don't just walk! They hop, jump,
dance, walk backwards, take BIG steps
then little steps - all the while imagimng
another world and enjoying themselves
regardiess of how they look to others! Then
they come home to bed.

The pictures are perfect {or class or small
group readaloud. The young mother and child
are African American but the streets they
walk through show many ethmcites,
occupanons and activities that children wili
recognise. Highly recommended.

Gr. PS-2 African American
Activities: Take Jonathan's kind of walk
around the class. Good exercise!

.

Lee & Low ISBN 1-880000-00-8

In this attracuve picture book Esperanza, a
young girl, is being taught by her abuela
tgrandmother] how to weave the intricate ,
Jaditional Guatemalan patterns into the
tapestrics and hwipiles (long blouses) they
will take to market.

*Pull back hard” says
Abuela, "Make ...the threads
stay close, like family®

Esperanza has the responsibility of takirg
the goods by bus to the market in Santa
Cruz . This is not easy for the young girl.
But by the end of the day her handwoven
goods have outsold the machine made
clothing in the competing stalls.

The prcture book has large, colorful
illustrations, which positively reflect the
Guatemalan culture in clothing, rural
homes, city market scenes and especially in
the gentle faces of Esperanza and her abuela.
The author was born 1n Guatemala City, and
the rllustrator grew up 1n the Domincan
Republic.

Gr. 1-3 Latino

Curricular - |- Simple weaving acuvity .
2 - Ask parents to bring in hand woven
pieces of clothing or linen from their own
culture. Nouce the similariues .




Folktales and Festiva is

THE LOST CHILDREN : the boys
who were neglected. by Paul Goble.
Bradbury 1993

Thus story from the Blackioot nation 1s
about the Pleiades - the Bunched Stass.

In the legend seven orphan boys were
stanned and nidiculed by their tnbe. So they
went to the Above World and asked to
become stars. When Sun Man heard their
story he punished the tribe by withholding
rain - causing thirst, hunger and death. But
the dogs - who had been the only friends the
orphans had on earth - pleaded for rain to
sustain the animals and flowers. Sun Man
relented and sent the rain.

Now the stars, bunch together in the sky,
as the Pletades. Around them are hundreds
of smaller stars (visible only through a
telescope). These are their fniends the dogs!
Goble's illustrauons and reicthing are backed
by research

Gr. 1-4 American Indian

Activities: Older kids can scarch out
stonies from other cultures abrut the stars .

THE HONEY HUNTERS; A
traditional African Tale told and
illustrated by Francesca Martin. Candlewich
Pr. 1992 ISBN 1-56402-086-X

In the Ngons folktale the honeybird thics
through the lcaf’y forest and over the wide
plains calling,
"Che. Che, Cheka, Che,
If ycu want honcy follow me!*
She 1s followed by a Ngoni lad, then a

cock, then a cat, then an antelope, lcopard,

zebra. lion and clephant. They are all

friendly unul the honey is found and the boy

breaks the hive to share with all. Then the
ammals fight among each other - as they
have done ever since! But the story ends
hopetully, when the honey bird beckons
again for the smaller ammals and 1nsects to
foltow her.

The colors in the illustrauons reflect the
greens of the forest and the yellows of the
hot plains; againsi these are the authentic
forms and colors of the ammals, birds,
insects and flowers. As iliustrated the Ngon
boy could just as casily be a girl, which
gives a nice non-sexis! touch to this
beautitul book.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

THE RED THREAD by Ed Young
authoriillus. Philomel Bks. 1993

Ed Young's art1s never tnie, and these
exquisite tlustrations will foster caretul
observation. The red thread of the utle runs
through all the pages - most obviousty 1n
dividing the printed words, but more subtly
throughout the pictures. The colors are
luscious. They fill the pages in bold
splashes reflecting the emotions or recede o
reveal delicate outlines of crowded bazaars,
opulent palaces, milling people, horses.
soldiers - amongst which a careful reader car.
observe a young man who is looking for a
wife.

Tradition said that, "this red thread links
together a couples' fcet when they arc bom.!
They will eventually marry the person to
whom they are ued at birth. It is forecast
that Wei will marry a garl who 1s at present
only three years old. and lives in poverty.
Wer refuses to accept this match as the girl
1s uglv! (Ch my! why this again?) He sends
a sen ant (o murder her.But she survives and
later, when she 1s restored to her noble
family he falls in love and mames her, not
realising who she is.

Many of the pictures are oo faint and
detaled tor class readaloud. However, older
children will enjoy examining them.
Chinese

Gl'- "3

Gr. 1-3  African

Read also - Bringing the The Rain 10
Kapiti Plain | Aardema

Activities : Cumulauve, participation,
act-out story. Scicnce - Ammals of Afnica

U

VEJIGANTE MASQUERADER by
Lulu Delacre author/artist Scholasuc 1993
ISBN 0-590-45776-4

In February during the vejiganfe carmival in
Puerto Rico people dress in colorful
costumes,wear imasks 2nd carry inflated cow
bladders (vejigas) that are painted.

Young Ramon desperately wants o be part
of this celebration, and schemes to make a
costume secretly and buy a mask. However,
on the first day of the festival he is attacked
by a goat, who tears his costume. He is
despondent, but the old men respect his need
to participate. and his mother mends his
costume - =0 he can enjoy the festivities
again.

This is a bilingual (Spamish) book . The
illustrations are attractive and contemporary.
Information on masquerade fesuvals in
other Hispanic countries is included at the
end of the book,along with illustrations and
instructions for making masks.

Gr. 1-4 Latino

Aetivities - Ma k making

I will write peace on your wings and
you will fly all over the world.
- Sadako Sasaki*

—— . —— —————— — ————— ——— — —a—




Commentary ... Llberation Literature

In the Hom Buok Magazine of Nov-Dee 1992 Afncan Amenain author, Virgima
Hamlton defines a ncw genre lor mulucultural books - the Tierature of hberauon'. The
following thoughts and quotes arc tahen from 1l

Liberation hiterature includes tales of {reedom - w hether liction of non-ficuon that "portray

an sndividual's and a people’s .sulfenng and courage, and their growing awarencss of self
in the pursunt of freedom. [The books| document the esidence either through biography or
reconstructed factual narration...|1a them) the past and the present arc revealed through the
victim and us as onc and the same..[They show how | fugitives from slavery , through
acts of will and courage determined the outcome of their own lives.”

'n general, school textbooks have failed to give importance to the political impact of
aery and the courageous acts of individual slaves - men and women.

Now Hamilton and Haskins ,

factual objectivity and easily understood prose,

with careful research,
have

substantiated the premise that black Americans through

their own ingenuity, courage
have bcen involved , through

and intelligent planning
the years, in gaining

freedom for themselves and their race.

MANY THOUSAND GONE;
African Americans from Slavery to
Freedom by Virginia Hamilton,
illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon Knopf
1993 ISBN 0-394-92873-3

The author structures her book around the

* personal stones of African Americans - both
slave and free through the last 250 years.
Each vignetic is from 2-4 pages only, but
includes dates, statistics and dialoguc woven
scamicssly 1nto the histoncal pattern. The
language of fiction gives warmth to the
facts, and the dramatic black and white
illustrations provide impact.

Besides providing new insights into famihar
names, like Crispus Attucks, Sojourner
Truth ewc., Hamilton introduces many
unknown faces. Gabnel Prosser planned an
abortiv ¢ rebellion 1n 1800. Jenny Slew
successfully ook her case on unlawful
capurity all the way to the Massachusetts
Supreme Court. Josiah Henson, a fugiuve
slave, had an audience with Queen Victona.
And there arc morc!

Ths book should be required reading for all
students (o eradicate the old images of
disempowerment and insu!* self esteem and
respect for the race.

Gr. 3-8+ African American
Tieular: Social Studies, US History
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GET ON BOARD; The Story of the THE REAL MCCOY; THE LIFE OF

Underground Railroad
by Jim Haskins, Scholasuc
ISBN 0-590-45418-8

1993 152p

The pnntsize and wnung style makes this
baok casy to read and comprehend. 115 a
chronological history of the Underground
Raulroad, illustrated with pertod black and
white photographs and maps. 11 includes
pictures and anccdotes about the Quaker and
other whitc men and women w ho supported
the *railroad” . but it gives importance (o
the courageous wilc played by Iree blacks
and escaped slaves who also were
‘stationmas.icrs’.

The author reminds us that it was
only the black men and women
who made the dangerous journeys
into slave territory to bring out
those who wanted frcedom badly
enough to undertake the risks.

There 1s a good index, ime linc, and
biblivgraphy for further reading. Like
Haskins' other excellent biographies on
Afncan Amencans, this history gives new
digmty to the black slave.

Gr. 88+ African American
Curricular: US History.

AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN

INVENTOR by Wcndy Towle.

Painungs by Wil Clay. Scholastic
ISBN 0-590-43590-5

1793

Chuldren need successful role models,
especially within their own culture. This
biographical picture book 1ells the story of
Elijah McCoy,; born in 1844 as a free black
in Canada. He was educated as an engineer 1n
Scotiand. but when he came to the US after
the Civil War, he sull found discrimination.

and could only get a memal job on the
ralroads.

He used this circumstance to invent the
automauc oil cup to grease the axles and
beanngs of the tramns. [t was so effecuve,
that when imitations crept into the market,
the engineers would declare they only
wanted “"the real McCoy”.

In 1975 his home town of Detroit named a
street after this black engineer and inventor.

The author 1s a teacher who developed this as
a unit for her class. The illustrator 1s a black
sculptor and painter.

Gr. 4-6

Curricular - Science - Rescarch other
black inventors and scientists.

Read also - A Long Hard Journev; The
Story of the Pullman i’orter by McKissack




A Boy bécomés a Man...

SPARROW HAWK RED by
Ben Mikaclsen Hvpenon 1993
ISBN 1-56282-388-4

185p

At first the reader may be put off by the
flamboy ant ady enture but { feel that the
duthor pulls 1t olt.

Richy Diaz can i1y, although he 1s oo
young for a pots heence. His father,
Benuto, was a jet pilot, then in the US Drug
Enforcement Agency., but he quit after his
wifc dicd. As the book opens the DEA
wants him 1o go 1nto Mexico and steal an
airplanc with sophisticated radar equipment
from a drug cartel Benito feels sure this
cartel was responsible for his wife's death -
and he refuscs.

Ricky overhears the discussion and decides
that he wili avenge his mother’s death He
runs away aross the border, merges with the
ratero {homeless chuldren}, expencnces their
hard lifc. and in this disguisce 1s able to
infilirate the drug lord's compound. 1t's not
farir to gne away the rest of the story!

Mikaclson tclis a gnpping yam. Once you
are able to aceept the premise that a teenager.
w ho flics atrplanes. 1s Liking on a ruthless
drug cartel by himsclf, you are drawn into
the action. Ricky's lifc as a ratero 1s
cxplored with empathy - the hunger,
violence, humihation, constant vigilance
and abject poverty. A spunky ratero girl,
Soledad, betnends him and adds humor and
pathos with her pranks and her despair. He
reahses that street people actually work very
hard all day, just at sunivang!. The flying
sequences are exhilarating and sure o plcase
adventure sechers

Is this a mainstream-multicultura
novei? 1 think so. The characters
and setting is noticeably Latino.
Ricky and Soledad are courageous
but human. The ratero culture is
sympathetically introduced, with
respect for the sheer hard work and
understanding for the petty crime it
takes to survive on the streets.
But the sheer adventure of the plot
is predominant. The final ruse to

reach the heavily guarded airplane is
very unusual,
the

but will appeal to
humor of pubescent boys!

The author 1s not Launo but ' st ent some
ume among the homeless chuldren of
Mcxico and also drew upon his own
chuildhood expenences growing up in

THE WALLS OF PEDRO GARCIA
by Kevin McColley  Delacrote Pr. 1993
ISBN 0-385-30806-X

Kevin McColley has draw n on his travels

Bolivia." There arc many Spanish words and and expenences in the Canbbean and middic
phrases uscd. but skillfully integrated so that Amencan countnes to wnte this short but

there 1s no need for a glossary. This book
will sell itself - and happily appeal also 10
boys. The reader cannot help but feel
admiration for the Launo hero, and
sympathy for the rateros of Mexico.

Gr. &-8+ Latino

Revi. yed with Barbara Ross.

impressive irst novel. The book presents a
disturbing, mysucal taic centered around
Pedro and his abuelo (grandfather). Even
though the orphancd boy 1s twelve years old.
this unpredictable , coming-of-age story 1s
more suntable for older teens because the
underlying theme cuts deep.

Pedro and Migucl, his abuelo, live 1n a hut
on the estate of Scnor de Lupe, and sene
him  The story revolves around the wall

that the Senor 1s butlding around hss estate.
Pedro wants to protest agwnst it. The wall
also serves as a metaphor presented by the
book - that the desire to be a man [control
onc's ow n destiny} 1s conitonted by soacty’s
stubborn view of one's station and value 1n
hfe. Pedro wishes to feel that his life matters
- that he is special. His abueio disapproves
and tnes to convince him, in a variety of
ways,that pnde in one's self is bad - that
being a man means letuing go of dreams and
accepting the realitics of onc's life.

"You are not a boy, but that does
not mean that you are a man" says
the grandfather to Pedro.

The language 1s poeuc, the diaJogue sincere,
and there 1s evident pnde in the Latino
hentage. The book offers no solutions but ss
an excellent catahy st for discussions on the
essential worih of the underpnivileged 1n a
saciety where one's vajue 1s based on wealth.
Gr.8+ Latino

Activities: Compare with Sparrow Hawk
Red / Mikuclsen

Reviewed with Rose Bocanegra

A BOY BECOMES A MAN AT WOUNDED KNEE by Ted Wowd with Wanbh Numpa

Alrand of Hawk Walker & Co

12 42p

INBN 0 R027-8174-R

There shouid be more books hike this - linking the heroic Indian of the past to the present
people of this culture This picture book presents the hastoncal facts of the massacre af
Wounded Knee Creek.t 1890) then Telates them 1o an eaght year old Lakota boy whoe joins a
group of about 200 Lakota horsemen 10 a commemoratis ¢ nde that retraces the 1l fated trek of
the Oglala people The modemn sixv-day journey. in sub-zer0 weather 1s difficuit for the boy,
but he knows 1t 1s to honor his forbears and to heal the past  This 1s lis comung-of age
Color photographs of this 1990 tnp tllustrzte this vcfy informatise bouk

Gr.2-§ American Indian

Curricular - Social Studies, 1S thston

[
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Leave 'Em Laughing!

THE RIGHTEOUS REVENGE OF
ARTEMIS BONNER by Walter Dean
Myers. HarperCollins 1993 144p
ISBN 0060208465

This 1s Myers answer to Mark Twain - and 1t
1s great fun! Itisin 1880 that the 15-year-
old Afncan Amencan boy, one Artemis
Bonner, sets out to find the man who shot
dow n his uncle, Ugly Ned Bonner!  Frolic,
an American Indian boy joins him.The two
of them embark on Extensive Joumeys to
find the gold that Ugly Ned Bonner had
discovered, and to do Justice to his Killer,
who is onc Catlfish Grimes, a black man of
Fiendish Imagination.

The two adventurers make many Diabolical
Plans to capture Catfish and his Lady - but
to no avail! They travel all over the US
including, Sacramento and up to Alaska.
There is an ongoing balance of power
between the two adversarial groups (for
Catfish's Lady is almost as Reprchensible as
he is!) Artemis gets the worst of many
exploits, but he bounces back to execute
cven more Outlandish Punishments.

He and Frolic eventually end up home,
without the treasure, but thankfully with
their Lives.

This is Myers at his comic best,
with his tongue firmly imbedded in
his cheek.

It would make a delightful read aloud and
will surely spur some spontancous re-
enactments (which, of course, should be
supervised!!)

Gr. S-8

Activitles :- Readers Theatre .
Dramatisation. Companson with Huck
Finn. Have small cooperative groups wnte
episodes for a sequel - using the same
wnting style. Compile your class book.
Research the black cowboy in history.

AUNT ELAINE DOES THE DANCE
FROM SPAIN by Lcah Komatko,
illustrated by Petra Mathers  Doubleday
1992 ISBN 0-385-30674-1

Lalung rthyme, large pictures in pnmary
colors peopled by sophusticated, but happy
peopie of many complexions and centcred
around the oddities of an Aunty Mame
character , make this a winner for the
pnmary kids. Aunt Elaine 1s an attractve,
unconventional, slightly ditsy lady who
belongs to a Spamsh dance club that 1s
putting on a show. She takes her niece Katy
to sec it, but somehow, Katy cnds up on
stage with her aunt!

This dehghtful book s also cross cultural,
providing a glossary of Spamish words along
with the Yiddish phrase - Ok vey (oh
brother!) which subtly shows what Katy's
parents think of Aunt Elaine's antics!

Gr. K-3 Cross cultural

Activities: Get out the castancis, scw on
the {nlls, learn a Spanish dance, pive a
show., invite Katy and me!

The following persons have been most
generous 1n providing me books, advice,
valuable discussion and reviews for this
1ssue. 1 thank them.

Rose Bocanegra, Terry Chekon,

Judy Green, Moonyene Lew, Nancy Ontiz
Jackson, Barbara Ross, Ruth Seo
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Goodbye.....Sayonara..... Adios Amigos
The World is Ours to Share
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SEND FOR THESE:

The Children's Small Press
Collection Catalog 719 N. Fourth Ave
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

70p catalog of "hard to find, well-cbosen
books and music for tots to teens...Also
resources for parents and professionals...’
Includes a good amount of multicultural
books from small presses, also books on
self esteem, values ciarnification.etc.

List of books from

Polychrome Publishing

Corporstion. 4509 North Francisco,
Chicago. Hilinois 60625

A new publishing house dedicated to
producing Assan Amencan children’s stones.

AWAIR Catalog of matenals and study umts
Arab World and Islamic Resources
2095 Rose St., Suite 4

Berkeley, CA 94709

HarperCollins announces that its
Center for Multicultursl Children's
Litersture is now accepting applications
from talented wniters and itiustrators to be
considered for participation in a new mentor
program. There are over 40 multicultural
authors and/or illustrators with established
careers in children's hiterature who will act as
mentors. To encourage these new wniters
they announce the HarperCollins
fulticultural Children's Book
Awards - three cash awards, and two grants.
For further informatton and for applications
send a8 SASE (o
Center for Multicultural Children's
Literature, HarperCollins, 10 E. 53rd St,
30th Floos, New York, NY 10022

TALKING WALLS: ACTIVITY
GUIDE by Margy Bums Knight and
Thomas Chan 1992 $9.95
Tilbury House Pub.

132 Water St., Gardiner ME 04345

Good 65p guide of activiies and units based
on the book of the same utle (reviewed 1in
MIRROR, Fall 92). The acuvities have
been tested 1n K-9 classrooms by the authors




