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ABSTRACT

This document reports the results of a cross—cultural
study of adolescents' assessments of the quality of their
relationships. Subjects were 13— to l5-year-old adolescents in
Nanjing, China (N=53), a metropolitan area in the midwestern United
States (N=53), and Harare, Zimbabwe. The adolesceats in Zimbabwe were
members of the Shona tribe (N=37). The Network of Relationships
Inventory was used to assess nine relationship qualities: (1)
reliability; (2) enhancement of worth; (3) affection; (&)
instrumental help; (5) companionship; (6) intimacy; (7) conflict; (8)
satisfaction; and (9) discipline. The subjects rated each of these
qualities in their relationships with their mother, father, favorite
relative, teacher, sibling, and best friend. Results indicated that
adolescents in Zimbabwe perceived few differences between members of
their social network. Chinese adolescents perceived their social
networks in three subgroups: parents, nonparental adults, and peers.
For American adolescents, major differences in the scoring patterns
for the different relationships were found. Adolescents in Zimbabwe
perceived their needs as met by a'l members of their social network
more so than did Chinese or American adolescents; and held their
teachers in higher esteem than did Chinese or American adolescents.
American adolescents relied more on their parents and siblings than
on other individuals to provide for their social needs; and rated
relatives higher ir. affection and intimacy than did adolescents in
China and Zimbabwe. Chinese adolescents' perception of intimacy in
their social network was lower than that of adolescents in the United
States and Zimbabwe. Data was presented in tabular form. (BC)
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Perceptions of Social Networks
Among Adolescents from Three
Cultures

Algea Harrison!, Robert Stewart,
Zhen Yu Wang, Kathlecn Myambo,
Yi Cticn, and Zhong Ping Chao

Abstract

Previous studics indicated that perceptions ol social
nctwork meibers varicd by the culiure of the subject.
The present cross-cultural study cxtended the rescarch to
comparisons of malc and fcmalc 13 to 15 ycar old
subjects® [rom USA, Alrica, and Chita. 'T.e Network of
Relationships Inventosy was administercd that asscsscd
the rclationship qualitics of rcliable alliancce,
cnhanceinent of worth, affcction, instrumcntal help,
campanionship, intimacy, conflict, satisfaction, and
disciplinc. The target persons were mother, father,
rclative, teacher, sibling, and best fricnd. A significant
overall cffcet for country dilferences was detected -- F
(18, 258) = 16.71, p<.0001, as well as signilicant
cffects for target, E (45, 93) = 19.07, p<.0001, targct by

“gender, F (45, 93) = 2.50, p<.0001 and iarget by

country, E (90, 186) = 7.81, p<.0001, when contrasting
the nulti-cthnic Amcricans, Black Zimbabwcan
Africans, and Han Chinesc subjccts’ perceptions of theic
nctwork meinbers.  Alrican adolescents perecived their
social nctwork incmbers as differing very jittlc [rom each
other in the provision of their social nceds. Chincse
adolescents were moderate in their perceptions of their
social nctwork members.  Adolescr nts fram the USA
focuscd on their immediate family for the gratification of
their social nceds. Gender differences were minimal.
Findings were discusscd in terms of the impact of cufturc
on social devclopinent,

Introduction

1t has been established that socis! netwoiks lunction
to meet the adjustment needs of deveioping persons and
arc perccived by them as an important source of support
(Furman & Buhmncster, 1985; DeRosicr & Kupersmidt,
1991; Rcid, Landcsman, Treder & Jaccard, 1989).
Tictjen (1989) advocates that social nctworks further
function to promotc competence within onc’s culture.
Social requirctents fur a culture would influcice kow
persons within onc's social network would function.
Indeed an cmpirical investigation has found this to be
truc. DcRosicr and Kupersmidt (1991) in their
investigation of children's perceptions of their social
nctworks found diffcrences between Costa Rican and
Auncrican children that reflected social nonn dilfcrences
between Hispanic and U.S. culturcs.  Sanples of
subjects from three cultares, Africa, China, and USA,
werc sclected for investigation.

From a review of social scicnce litcraturc and
cthnographic reports the following ¢ xpectations guided
the investigation:

(1) Alrican subjccts’ pereeptions would be pervasive and
diffusc as to the sources of thcir social suppe
rcficcting the competency revuircd to function
cffectively in the cxtended fainily organizational
pattern in their culture (lourdillon, 1987;
Nsancnang, 1992); 2
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(2) Chinesc subjccts would cxcrcisc restraint in their
regard (or social nctwork members as a reflection of
cinphasis on thc Confucian ideal of harmony in
their culturc (Bond, 1986; Dcrnberger, DcWoskin,
Goldstcin, Murphcy & Whytc, 1991); and

(3) USA subjccts’ responses would be consistent with
previous findings of mothcers and [athers as a major
sourcc of social provisions (Furman & Buhrmcster,
1985; 1992).

Subjects and Procedures

The lollowing locations werce sources of samples of
subjects for the investigation: Hararc, Zimbabwe (n =
37 - 17 males and 20 fcmalcs -- all Black Africans from
the Shona Tribe); Nanjing, China (n = 53 - 26 mnalcs and
27 fcwmales - all Han Chincsc); and a midwestern
mctropotitan arca in the USA (n = 53 - 30 malcs and 23
fcmales consisting of 19 Alrican Amcricans, 2 Hispanic,
11 Asian Amcricans, and 21 Anglos -- all from
Amcrica). The subjccts were adolescents between the
ages of 13 and 15, living in an urban arca with both
parcnts and a sibling present in the hoince.

The instruinent utilized was the Network of
Relationships Inventory (NRI) d~cloped by Furman and
Buhrincster (1985) to comparc systcmatically the
similaritics and dilfcrences in rclationships of the subject
with cach nctwork mcinber. Ninc rclationship qualitics
were incasured: (a) reliable alliance, (b) cnhancement of
worth, (c) affcction, (d) instrumental help, (c)
companionship, (f) intinacy, (g) conllict, (h)
satisfaction, and (i) disciplinc. The subjects rated cach of
the qualitics for each of the [oltowing targets: mother,
fatlicr, favorite relative, teacher, sibling, and best [ricnd.

To cstablish cross-cultural validity of the NRI, a
scries of factor analysis proccdurcs were complcted. The
responscs ol the African, Chincse and USA subjects to
the qucstionnaires when mothers and  fathers were the
targets provided data for the factor analyses. Analyscs
and revicw of itcins indicated that underlying lactors werc
fewer in nuinber, but very similar to the factors described
conccptually by Furman and Buhrmester (1985) in
designing the instrument. The decision was inadc, bascd
on personal consultation with Buhrmester (6/18/92), that
the original factors could be uscd with the Alrican and
Chincsc subjccts.

Results

The ninc factor scorcs derived from the NRI were
subjccted to multivariate repeatcd measurcs analysis of
variance procedurc (MANOVA) with gender (nale vs.
fcinalc) and country (Africa, China, and USA) treated as
vetween groups factors and type of relationship (whether
the target was the mother, lather, relative, teacher, best
fricnd, or sibling) conceptualized as the repeated
measures factor.  The analysis revealed a signilicant
multivariatc main clfcct for country, target, and the
intcraction of country and targct. Multivariatc cffects of
gender and its interaction with the other factors were also
detected, but univariate tests of these factors failed to
reveal significant clfects. Subsequent analyscs were
conducted to partition the country x target interaction
into contrasts of country at cach target and asscssments
of the target clfcct ac.oss cotintrics. The data arc
presented in Table 1,

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Two scts of subsequent analyses were utilized to
decomposce the significant three-way interaction of
gender, country, and type of rclationship. The first
partitioned the data by country and permitted the analysis
of gender and type of retationship cffcects, and their
potential interaction separately for subjects from Africa,
China, and USA. The sccond partitioncd the overall data
sct into scgments for each of the six targets represented
by the type of relationship factor and permitted the
analysis of the gender and country effects, and their
potential interaction scparately for cach of the six types
of relationst..ps. The means pertinent to these analyscs
arc presented in Table 2. The focus of this investigation
is on the signiflicant targct by country and target by
country by gender interaction cffects. Details concerning
these cffects are presented below:

Differences Within the Afl.ican Jample. African

adolescents perccived very few significant differences

between members of their social network on the nine

qualitics.

» no significant diffcrences betvesn targets were
detected with conflict and satisfaction

- only on cnhancement of worth did relatives and
teachers differ froim the other network members

» teachers were lowest on reliable alliance

« relatives were lowest on enhancement of worth

« best fricnds were highest on intimacy and
companionship and lowest on discipline

+ scorcs rarged from high (3 & 4) to moderate (2 & 3)
on a 5-point scale

Differences Within the Chinese Sample.  The Chinese
adolescents’ perceptions of thair social network
members were generally grouped into three subsets of
similar scoring patterns : parcents (mothers and
fathers), nonparental adults (relarives and teachers),
and peers (siblings and best fricnds).

« nonparcntal adults scored the lowest of the groups

» peers scored the lowest on discipline and highest or
cnhancement of worth, companionship, intimacy,
conflict, and satisfaction

« parcnts scored the highest on affection and
nonparental adults scored the higt.cst on discipline

+ scores ranged from moderate (2 & 3) tolow (1 & 2)

Diffcrences Within ample. There were rajor
differences in the scoring patierns for their network
members among adolescents from USA.

« immecdiate family membders (mothers, fathers, and
siblings) scored the highest on reliable alliance,
cnhancement of worth, companionship, intimacy,
conflict, and disciplinc

« nonparcntal adults scored highest on affection

« best friends scored highest on instrumental help and
satisfaction

« fathers scored the highest in conflict, and mothers the
highest on disciplinc

« scorcs were moderate (2 & 3)

Target by Gender by Country Differences, Overali target
by gender by country differences were minimal,

» malcs in all three cultures perceived themscelves as
recciving lower icvels of intimacy than females

« females in USA and China expericnced more conflict
with members of their network than did African
fenales

Between Culture Contrasts,  Significant differences were

detected between cultural groups.

African adolescents were more pervasive in their

perceptions of their social nctwork members

¢ Chincse subjects were more moderate in their
appraisals

« USA youngsters perccived themsclves as relying
more on their immediate family for provisions of
their social nceds

« provisions of rcliable alliance and affection by
mothers and fathers were high (higher than 3.5) in all
three cultures

« best friends playcd an important role in providing
intimacy and companionship in all threc culturcs

« siblings were important as a source of a rcliable
alliance in all three culturcs

« teachers’ roles in the network varicd by culture --
they were held in highest csteem among the African
subjects and were viewed more of a source of conflict
ainong adolescents from USA

« rclatives were higher in affection and intimacy anong
adolescents from USA than the other two groups and
were involved in their discipline

« Chincese adolescents’ perception of received intimacy
from their networks was significantly lower than that
of the other two groups

Caouclusions

The specific social competency expectations of the
culture impacted adolescents’ perceptions of their
nctwork members.  Among African adolescents the
ability to function within an cxtended family
organizational pattern is the major social requircment for
competence.  In this family sctting, the developing
person fearns to have their social necds met by a varicty
of persons. Consistent with thesce practices, the African
subjects in this investigation, morc so than the other
two groups, perceived their needs as being met by afl
meinbers of their social network,

Chincse adolescents reflect their culture’s emphasis
on conforming to the Confucian idcal of a harn *ny in
relationships that is best maintained if there is distance
in interpersonal interactions. To function competently
in onc’s relationships onc must excrcise restraint in
cxpressions of feelings. ‘This ideal of social competence
was refllected in the moderate to low range of intensity
with which the Chincse adolescents perceived their
nctwork members. *Chinese culture also emphasizes peer
relationships which shaped the focus on peers (siblings
and best friends) for satisfying social nceds among these
adolcscents,

In USA the focus is on the immediatc family
satisfying onc’s social nceds and youngsters in this
culture did just that. Mothers, fathers, and siblings were
perceived as providing majority of the needs of the USA
subjects.
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