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The purpose of this study was to assess the need for

talking book services by blind or physically handicapped Native
Americans residing on reservations in Montana. The Blackfeet
Reservation, with a Native American population of approximately
7,000, and the Rocky Boy Reservation, with a Native American
population of 2,400, were selected for the study. One questionnaire
was developed for users, to determine if they were or had used the
talking book services and if the services were adequate. A second
questionnaire was designed for nonusers, to determine if they had
heard of the talking books service and what the National Library
Service could do to promote the service. Directors and administrators
of various agencies serving the target populations were also polled
to determine their knowledge of the talking books service. The
results of each survey are reported separately for each reservation.
Recommendations for conducting similar studies a® other reservations
are offered. A letter to tribe and program directors, project
publicity pieces, a list of contacts, survey directions, copies of
the three surveys, and a 12-page description of Montana's Indians are
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

An Assessment of the Need for " Talking Book" Services by Blind
or Physically Handicapped Native Americans Residing on
Reservations in the State of Montana

INTRODUCTION

This study was implemented and intended to dsternined if ilative
tnericans living on Indian reservations in the State of iiontana
are beinc served by the Mational Librery Service for the £lind
and Physically Handicapped (I'LS/3PH.) Statistics indicate that
the incidence of visual disability among Hative fimericans is
significantly hicher than amone the populations as 2 whole.
There is azlso & ccncern that elicible blind and physicelly
hzndicapped Mative Americans, especiaily those livino on
reservations, mey not be recsiving library service f“o 3
at & level commensurate with the level of relevant ~and
conditions.
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This concern has been voiced by rescional ancd subreniona
librarians from states with larae f'lative fmerizan oopu
It is not entirely clzar if this concern is vzlic or,

whether the low level of service is due to tne laclt of
in the program of the potentizl recipients gert, cr

to shortcomings in the proorem itself.
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it is the purpose of this stucy to address thess cuestions for
the state of liontenz, with tha expectation that at least some
of the ansuers can be extrapolated to other sbctes whosz ilativs
frerican populations are not being considered in %this <tudy,
since they presumebly have as wmuch information zbout access to
the !LSs as other ethnic groups residing in urban areas.

PROFILE
This study will address the followineo guestions:

1. Is there a need for NSL service by fative fmericans r
on the Rlackfeet and Rocky Boy MNeservations?
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o If =so0, what is the extent of thet need?
o Yow well is it being met, specifically?

a. ‘“hat percent of the reservations population, as
uhole, is eligible for services?

0]

o hat is the distributicn of that subset?

b. 'het percentage of the identified elipible persons
are intercstey in MNLS services?

0 'hat is their age distribution?




2. what are the factors inhibiting the use of this preogran?
o cultural cr linquistic?
o Logistical ( such as cowmmunication, transportation,etc.)

o Services ( such as the contents of the 'ILS collection,
knouing aof the existence of service, etc.)

3. Are there any inhibiting factors under LS control?

o If sc, which ones ( In what way might they effect the
need for, interest in, or feasibility of service.)

o “ow might the #LS address such factors?

s of the

4, Are there any problems identified by the user
desirahle

current program that make the progran less
than it might he?

. I'hat means are recommended for teaching those uvho do not
currently use the program but are potentiel users.?
( e.g. radio announcements, information channeled throucgh
schools, community centers, etc.)

5. As a2 means of valicdating the data obteainecd concerning the
interest in the program, what is the anecZotal evidence for
the level of interest in reading among the non-print
handicapped pecpulation?

The Mational Handicapped Service for the 8lind and Physically
Handicapped (MNLS) Library of Congress, administers a free
national library program of Braille and recorded materizls for
blind and handicapped persons. Jith the cooperation of authors
and publishers who grant permission to use copyrighted works,
MLS selects and produces full-lenqgth books and magazines in
Braille and recorded disks and cassette. Seacing materials are
distributed to a cooperating network of 15C regional and
subregional (local) libraries where they are circulated to
eligible borrowers. Reading materials (books and magazines)

zre sent to more than 600,000 borrowers and returned to the
library by postage-free mail. Established by an act of Conaress
in 1831 to serve blind adults, the program was expanced in 19852
to include children, in 7952 to provide music materials, and
again in 1956 to include individuals with other physical im-
pairments that prevent the reading of stancdard print.

To be eligible for the program, an individual must be certified
by a competent authority as being unable to read regular print
material by reason of visual or physical handicap.




Reservation Praofile

By reascn of location and penulation, the 2lackfeet and flocky
soys fReservations were selected for the stucdy. In contrast the
Blackfeet NReservation is one of ontane's largest reservation
and Rocky 3cy is amonag thz smallest. Blackfeet is located on

a major arterial highway ( U.S. tlighway 2.) Conversely, Rocky
Zoy is nestled in the 8ears Paw Mountains off fontana's main
thoroughfares The EBlackfeet Heservation is home to the 2lackfeet

Indians and the Chippewa-Cree reside on the Rocky Boy Reser-
vation.

The Blackfeet Nesearvation

The Z2lackfeet Indian Reservation ( see mas pp.55 ) is located
in Mortheastern MNontana along the eastern slopes of the Rocky
“ountains., It is bounded on the iiorth by the United States-
Canadian houndary and extends 52 miles south to Birch Creek.
The foothills of the Rockies forrm the western bcundary and the
eastern boundary approximates an imaginary line uhich starts
near the junction of Cut 3ank Creek anc the tarias River and
extends northward. tithin these boundaries, land is mainly
high, rolling srairie's intersnersed with rivers ancd creeks.
The mountains found along the western border ranse in altitude
betwueen 4,450 to 9,600 feet.

Srouning, gateway to Glacier f%ational Park, is an incorporated
town on the reservation. It has been the headquarters of the
Blackfeet Indian Agency since 1834 and has been the principal
shopping center on the reservation. Other communities through-
out the reservation include tast Glacier, Sabb, St. fary,
Starr School and Heart Butte.

The present day B2lackfeet are descended from tribes known as
8lackfeet (Siksika), Kainah or 2loods, and Piegans, all of
Algonguin linguistic stock. These three tribes shared a comnon
culture, spoke the same language and held a common territory.
"embers of these tribes lived in the present Province of
Saskatchewan until 1730, when they moved southwestuward where
buffalo anc other game were more abundant.

Prior to the 1800's the Blackfeet had little opportunity to
engage in conflicts with the whiteman or other Indians., The
location of their territory was such that they were relatively
isolated, and thus encountered the uwvhiteman later than most
tribes. ARlthough they were not officially reoresented or con-
sulted, a2 vast area was set aside for the 3lackfeet Tribes by
the Treaty of Fort Laramie in 1851. Then in 1865 and 1868,
treaties were negotiated for 3lackfeet lands south of the
llissouri and moved the boundary 200 miles north, The lands to
the south were openecd to settlement. Consequently, the 3lack-
feet uere forced to accept reservation living and depencence
and retioninog and survival began,
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The sresent land status of thz 3lackfeet reservation 1is
approximately 1.5 million acres. There are about 11,4000
enrollad neabers, approximately one-healf living of f the

reservation. There are about 2,500 non-Indians living on
x there reservation, many of whon are marriec to tribal membhers.

The veparinent of Health ang Human Services operate a 27
bed hospital. The staff include six physicians, three
dentists, four community health workers, fielc nurses and
80 other support staff. & psychologist, pediatrician,
optometrist and radiologist are also available.

in contrast to a half century ago, the great percentage

of Slackfezt speak fluent £nalish. The seven modern schools
on the reservation are administered by locally-elected
school boards anc are under the fiontana State ZIducation
department and are subject to compulsory schocl laws.
Zlementary ant high school students attend public schools
located in one of the seven schools and some are resident
in the Zlackfeet soarding Uorm. ilany high school students
go away tg ZIE boarding schools located in neighboring
states. There is a tribaly controlled community college,
3lackfeet Conmurity Colleqe, located in the toun of Brown-
ing where several tribal members are in attendance

The lRocky Boy's Reservation

The Rocky 3oy's Zeservation is located in Morthcentral flfontane
( see map np.s6) south of the Canadian border. The reservation
lies in the middle of the scenic 8ear Paw ifountains South

of the toun of Havre.

The Bearpaw .ountains, ranging across the upper half of the
reservation, create a varied topography over this portion of
the land and account for the scenic nature cf this area.
fltitude varies from 6,000 feet at the hicher levels to
2,000 feet at the lower altitudes. Mountain peaks and deep
canyons contrast sharply with the nearly level bottom lands.

many of the reservations live in the district of the Rocky Boy's
Agency. Other communities on the reservation where Indian pop-
ulations are concentratad include; Box Elder, Duck Creek,
Haystack, Parker and Sangrey.

The important seccndary trade centers in the reservation area
include Havre, 2ig Sandy and 3ox Elder. Great Falls, the second
largest city in Montana is 80 miles to the south serves as the
primary vhole sale-retail center to this area. Many tribal
members imminrate/emigrate between Great ralls and Rocky

8Oy .

The Docky 3Joy's Neservation differs in several respects from
. from other reservations from Montana. It is the smallest
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reservation and home of ‘ontzna's smallest arous of Indians.
Unlikzs the other reservations, Roucky 3oy's was not ectablished
ty treaty, hut rather by Conaressional action in 1%16. It was
the last reservation to bHe established in ontana.

The reservation's unusual nam2 comes from the leader of =z
sand of Chippewa Indians. Translated from the Chippewa language,
it means Stone Child, but the original translation was lost

and Rocky 2oy evolved.

The history of settling of the Rocky Boy's Reservation was in
its infancy long after the other Indian reservations in ¥ontana
were established. Rocky 2oy's people were among a rnumber of
Chippewa Indians who oricinated in the Great Lakes region,

ror reasons not known, these people severed their ties with
their original tribes and migrated to the northern plains
region. Little Bear was the chief of one of the bands of the
Canadian Cree, who later joined with the Chiopewa on the

Rocky 2oy's Reservation. For many yesars the small bands of
Chiopesua and Cree moved between ontana cities and in and out
of Canada. fiontanans tended to think of them as Canadians and
in 1536 fongress appropriatesd % 5,000 to deport them the Indians
to Canada. Some stayed but many returned.

Betueen 1904 and 1910 severcl bills were introduced to move
them on reservations. Houever, for one reason or another they
did not occupy these lands. Zoth Little Bear and Rocky Boy

were weary of the hand-to-mouth existence of their people. With
the help of some prominent whitemen oy the tinme, including
Charlie Nussell, the Rocky Boy's Reservation was created. In

Septe - -r 1812 Congress designated a tract of land, once part
of th: :bandoned Fort Assiniboine Military Reserve, as a home

for the Chiopewa Cree. Located south of the town of Havre, the
reservation consisted of approximately 55,060 acres. Only about
450 of the Indians, perhaps half of those eligible, chose to
settle on the land. In later years, more land was added anc

and more people emigrated to the reservation.

Like members of other Indian tribes, the Rocky Boy inhabitants
receive health care from the Indian Health Service. An out-
patient clinic is located on the reservation and provides medial,
dental and laboratory services. There is also environmental
services, social work consultaticn, sanitation facilities and
health education services. for hospital care, members must be
transported to either Havre or Great Falls.

Schools on the reservation were formerly under the jurisdiction
of the Zureau cf Indian Affairs, but in 1260 they were made

nart of the public school system. Today, the children may attend
schools located on the reservation from X-12. They now have
their own high school and recently, have acced the Stone Child
Community Cclleqge. )




Of the 3,072 menbers,enproricately 2,400 live on the reservation,
uhile cithers live in surrcuntding towns and cthers have moved

+

(%

u
o cities throughout the country,.
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METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURES

Since the study was to tae place on two of !‘cntana's Indian
reservations, it was important that z srelininzry function unc
to szcure permission fron the Trihal esuthorities to obtain
information irom within reservation boundaries., This taslk was

m
=

completed by securing a lztter of consent from the Triba
Chairman on the Blackfeet and Rocky Boy Reservations. They

both gave their blessings and were enthusiastic in their
Teeling that the project wes much needed.

The secoqf task was 1ur the researcher to vis
Library Services (MLS) central office inm '“ash
an auareness and orientation sescsion. The res

£t the ffational

ngton, 2.C. for
archer soenit five
W

ays at the LLS where the program and servic ere explained
and cdemonstrated in great detail. This part cf the praojiesct is

a must in order to ensure that the researcher becomes femilier
with MLS' format, services ancd environmant A& tour of facilities,
explanation of how programs anc materials ars devsloped and

an exposure to the staff' nhilosophies were incst valuable

and informative.

The next phase on the continuum of =ac igs was to deternine
all the agencies in the state of fionta ho would possibly
orovide services to the audience for whon the study was intended.
This list vould include individuals and programs from fecderzl,
state and local levels. This would include psrsonnel from the
Indian Health Service, Sureau of Indian Affzirs, Chippewa/Cree
anc Slackfeet Tribes, social services, health care procrans,
senior citizen centers, education programs, colleges and a myriad
of state agencies., A letter,phone call and personal visit was
made to all the afore mentioned programs to inform them about

the project and to determine which the best would be the most
appropriate and effective way to carry out the goals and
activities of the [NLS project. All of the agencies were very
interested in the project and were unznimous in their assurance
that their was certainly a need for such a study to be concucted.
The first problem arose, when it was determined that because

of the Privacy Act, that names of prouspective clients could

not be released for public consumption. They did however, ensure
that they would cooperate fully to assure that the project could
be successfully completed. Problem # 1, how does one survey

clis ts when one does not know who they are?

After several follow-up letters and phone calls, the list of
programs and persons who could actually provide accurate
information and get project information out to prospective
clients, was trimmed down to a scant few on ezch reservation.
figencies at the state and federal level either did not have
accesses to potential clients living on the reservation or

only had a listing of names of clients for whom they oroviced

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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services. Thelir 1i Ric
visually impaired but r
American but were not memn!
was intended. Jecause cof
services nay Le provided
members from that -eserve,
eligi'ls for health and sociz ices. !he onble
even more complex at it azppliss to school children

state and federal services.
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Considerable time and effcrt was spent in developing a survey
model that would be; effective, informative and concise. The
main thrust of the guestionnzaire was ‘wo-fold; cne survey was

+ for the user to determine if they were/had used the Talking
2ooks Precgram, if the program was setisfactory, and if they
had and sugnestions or reconmencations, The second survey was
intenced for the non-user tc determine; if they had heard of
the Tallting Zooks Procgran, if not, why not, and what could
MLS do to get the worg out to prospectiv= clients. After a
draft uas daveloped it uas suaonitted to S fer approval. U
slicht nocification, the Z approved the survey as submiticzd.
The user and non-user QUﬁstions were cecmpiled on to one form.
This format later provec confusing to the clients as-well-zs
the interviewers and had to be modified =so thzt the user and
non-user guestionnaires weres separate.

0D

A very important factor was to inform prospective clients,

prograns and agencies, and other persons living in the various
rescervation communities about the HLS project. This was done
through several means which included neuspapers, nevsletters,
television, posters, flyers and word-of-mouth. The Blackfeet
Reservation has a2 weekly newspaper ancd a local community service
TV station. Rocky 3oy has a2 neuwsletter cistributed by the Tribal
Health Depariment but no local TV. Both the 3lackfeet and FRocky
Boy Reservations have access to a daily newsoaper and statewicde
television station emanating from Great ~alls and Havre. Flyers
were sent to program directors and other acguaintances asking
that they be posted where prospective clients, or their friends
and relatives, might freguent. Program directors were asked

to have employees within their departments "get the word out"to
individuals who might use the program or would like to know

more about it.

Surveys, directions, flyers and an explanation of the nrocrax

vwas mailed out to all programs in the reservation communities

who were identified as providing services to the visually
impaired and handicapped. This included orograms in the 3ureau

of Indian Affairs, health departments, social services, ecucetion
nrograms and private individuals & follow-up teleghone call

was macde and an appointment was scheculecd for & personal on-

site visitation by the researcher to cutline and explain the
project. Several calls were made to individuals to asit them

to inform their friends and relstives about the procram and
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t5 coterming if their was interest in nouing mors stout the
Talking Zcoiks Progqrza.

A4 sa2cond survey uas sent te directors and zdninistrators

of the various agencies and program to deternin: their knowlacge
and use of tne Talking Looks Program. The survey was also
intended to ask the directors how extensively they felt the
Talking Zoo%s Pregram was being used by clie ]

nts beirng s=rveo
by the various procrams. They survey uas nailed to progranm
administrators on the 3lackfeet and Rociky Becy Reservations.

The researcher traveled tc each reservation on several occasions
to meet uwith =2mploy=es ans progranm admninistrators from severzal
agenciss within the 3ureau of Indian Affairs, health departments,
education and social services. The firs. visitations wuere dene

to provide information and orientation about the nroject. ~ollecu-
up visits were intenced to determine how the projiect was
progressing and to encourage the agencies to retrieve the
surveys. interviews wers concucted with individual clients in
instancss where the researcher was able to lecarn who they
were.figencies were guite careful not to release the names of
clients,served by their nronrams, thereby avolding breech of
confidentiality.

“ecause of the long cistances betueen the reservations ( 135
miles Prom Great rfalls to 8rowning. 105 miles from Great Fells

to Rocky Soy, and 185 niles from Srouwning to Rocky 30y),it became
necessary to conduct a major portion of business by phone This
was not always the most preductive, since scne 1nd1v1duals Wwere

not in their office or calls were not returned. Housver, this
option was probably most effective due to the long distances
between sites.
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PROBLEMS

fs in most studics, problews arise that malke implementation
and completion of the study mere difficult. These may range

from lonistics to vrocram administration. Sonetines they are
little things that can be solved with minimal effort or they

may De nore complex in nature and are beyond control of the

r Or supervising agency. The Tollowing list of problers
2d by the researcher, are not intended as a comrplaint,
ad are intended to alert future researchers in future
oroj=sc be better prenarad to carry out similar studies. Sonme
croblsms and concerns =xp2rienca2d by the researcher sre zs
follous

‘)

0 "o one agency nas all tihe information about 211 clisnts
or potential cl‘ents who should be included in study.
This results in incomplete anc Tragnmented statistical

-3

cdata.

¢ The Talking Sooiks study may not be a priority with
some acgencles, thereby not receiving immediate sttention.
This condition makes it very difficult to securs
informatiocn or meet deaclines.

o Information about clients and potentizl clients is very
Cifficult to get since all agencies are restricted by
the Privacy Act which prohibits them from releasine

information about individurls.

0 Travel between reservation sites is a2t times difficult
and time consuming., It can also be quite dangerous during
the winter months.,

o :lost reservation communities are guite rural and the
between them is considerable. Yithin the confines of
a single reservetion, similar services may bLe provided
by more than one state or federal agency, or school
district.

0 Some clients live in remote rural areas and have no
nhones.

0 iiany clients iray not have access to media which would
provide them with information about programs such
as Talking Sooks.

o Come clients may e bilingual, or sneak their native
tongue as their first language thereby makinag it
cifficult tuv re~d informstion writtenm or spokzn in
Tnolish,

i - ) - .1_1;L>.__' ¥
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Sowo clisnts Zzaend con indivicduels to i inforo-
ztion and these nzozlz say not hzovz lan ¢ or reading
skills nacoesszry to npass gn cccurate cdetallce zhovt the
Talliing loolkks nroiect.
Som2 potential clients need naterizls uhich zr:z lou
vocehulary, aigh interest.
Some acencins 4o not respond to written corressoncanc
or return telephcne calls, thereby making it difficult
to securs informztion about clients they cerve.
iTter placirmg Tzliking hooks infornation in neciz and
nosting flyers, very few incividual cliznte caontacicc
the researcher. :icst contacts were made by the vcorious
arocrems and agencies.
Very feu visually impaired/hancicegpec livino cn the
target reservations have hecrc of the Telking “oochks
“rogran. ndditienally, very few gpregram directocce
or poople uho work with the visuzlly inpaired have
heard of the nroaram.
Lac!s of centrel nedia on renote/rural resesrvations
mate it difficult to "get the word" cut to clients
or potential clients,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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FINDINGS

Blackfeet Reservation:

Tae followine is @ coapiletion of inforasticen fron intecwvizus
and survsys of :'LS Users and licn-Users, ‘rogram Sircctcrs,
and cther interested persons residing on the Blackfeet Res-
ervation Jlctober 1- flovember 2%, 14952,
1. Is therz & need for /LS sarvices by lative fmericens residine
arn tie “lockfeet Peservation?
o IT 20, wvhat 1s the extent of the ne=d?
Findings: Therz is undoubtedly a need {or ‘iLS sz2rviczs on
the .laclieet lescrvetion, as seen by ftens £eT,7 on Theo
SUrvVaV. “apro“i“at;ly 107 < of ths reszoncdents incdicats
thet they would be intzrestad in usinc the Taliine leo's
Arezran.,
o ou well is it (need) 2eing met?
Findings: 5pparently the need is nct beine mei sincc cuesticn
4 indicates that only 135 of the respendznits hed gvser
usscd the Tzlking Joo%s Proagranm and cuestisn * 5 inciczies
tii=t only one person aut of 43 had heard of it. Adocitionzlly,
most of the program directors surveyed incicated that thoy
felt loss than 57 of their clients had hezrd of the nrcoram.
e. "lhat ozrcent of the reservation populsaticn as a whole is
eligible for services?
Findings: The ansuer to this guestion is inconclusive since
most of the zgenciss that serve potential clients cdicd not
return surveys from all individuals who wmicht be eliribls
to use the program. Any figure would be purely spcculeativz,
and without all agencies providirg up-to-cate statistics
the totel is inconclusive.
o t'hat is the ege distribution of that subset?
Findings: The ansuer is inconclusive, ho'ever the questicn
# 2 indicates that 3 © of the respondents were betuezn
over the age of 18, The schools indicated Lhe; had very feu
students who would gualify for services.

b. ""hat percentage of the identified elicibtle nersons ur:
interested in LS services?
Findings: The survoy indicates that 25 of the resncndents
indicated that they uwere interestaed in krowinc aore ahceut
the Teliting ‘looks Proccenm.
O
‘ Ey s
ERIC | o
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hat is thelir asgz distrivution?

Findings: fipproximately 20 of the respondents ages 15 to
over sixty wanted to “now more sbout the =rocranm. Children
under 12 cdid not respond to the cuestion.

“"hat are the factors inhibiting the uss of the pregran?
Findings: The major inhibitino factor appears to be that
the overwhelning majority of eligible clisnts have nct
heard about the program. Question * 5 indicated that

5 7 responded no when asked if they knew abou®: the
progran. Uther factors, indicated by precram directors,
were the belief that there was a charce for the prooram,
eand lack of cultural materials. Sone clients liye in arcas
that are quite rural and transportastion tec and from the
nost aoffice is a liniting factor. Severz! individusls inci-
ated that they felt that many potentizl users asay have
cifficulty with the vocabulary since _lecckfeet ues their
first language, or thet the reading level nmay he too ciff-
icult for some individuals who had linited rescine and

and vocabulary comprehension,

Are tnere any inhibiting factors unde- 'L3% ccntrol?

o I7 so, which ones?

Findings: EZven thouch the survey did not specifically address
this question, the researcher informally learned that most
people guestioned felt MNLS could make reservation

inhabitants more aware of the program through a myriad of

of sucgestions (see recommendations p3.30-31 ) There u
a couple respondents who indicated that they would like to
have more music and older progrars.

erTo

- O

A large majority of the respondents fz2lt that the iiLS
prograns should include more history and culiural information
about !lative Americans and more specifically about the Zlack-
feet Tribe. Question # 11 (non-user) indicatss several
suggested topics such as; classics, Sible stories, romance
and sports. Several felt that macazines and newspapers shoulg
be available. Non-users indicated responded in question ¥

13 that they also felt more cultural ard tribal inforwmation
shoulc be made available.

s
(9

4

The Program Directors were also clear in their response T

they felt more cultural and tribal materizls should bHe
macde avallable. They felt that bocks written bHy loczl authors
or of local interest wuas important.

ha

L |- l{fC‘
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lthough there were Teuw respondents uho were current or sast
users of the program, those who did respond uere very
favcrable in their comusnts about the program and had no

ma jor sugaoestions or recomnendations. The only sucgestiions
uere *h°* more cultural and i'etive American history should
be included in the orogran.

4. Ares there any problens

ide ¢ by the users of the current
orogram that make it less e

than it should be?

| Findingst Theres were cnly four indivicuals who were

w identifiec as users cof the Talking “ooks Program and

none o7 them indicated that they found problems with the
procram. lHowever, they did feel that the orogram shoulcd
offer more tribkal and culturasl naterials ore specificelly,
infermation ghout the 7Zlackfest.

Tuc respondents felt that the program was " very courteous
anc¢ prompt, and provided an excellent scrvice.®

5. Yhat means are receoirmencaed for reachinc those persons whc
do not currently use th2 program Hut are qotential users?
e.c. racio announcenents, inforrmation chennelecd tnrough
schools, or community centers, etc.)

. Findings: The respondents suggested several ways and sethods
in which non-users might learn about the program. There were

approximately 207 who felt that the best way was "by word
of mouth."™ Several others believed that a very effective
means would be throuch the schools. Almost healf felt that
an effective method would be to use the various media.
dther suggestions were; to run the information on the local
school T.V. channel, distribute posters, and have soneone
malkke home visits and pass on information to potential users.

The preoram directors similerly felt that it was important

to use the media, send out information through the mail,

nave the schools, IliS and social services programs distribute
information and also secure the services of the 'ILS personnel
to do presentations about the procram. It was felt that the
LS work more closely with the program directors to orientate
them about the services ang availability of Talking 3ooks

so that the cirectors would be more effective in informing
their clients.

G. fs a neans of validating the data obtainecd concerning
interest in the program what is the anecdotzl evidence for
the level of interest in reading among the non-print
handiczoped populations®

L FRIC _ | 5. 9.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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rs to be considerable interest in the Telking
zram, nouwever the overchelming majority of potential
have nct heard about the progranm. The najority of
enpleoyzes who serve non-users also have never heard of the
the program. tith this in nind, it is guite chvious why
potential clientele are not usino "'LS., The procranm directors
indicate that less than 57 of their clients hed used the
Talkine Zeco%s Hroqgram and most had nc lknouledee of the
SIoQrar,
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The rosnoondents anc srcoran dirnctors felt that the o

he usacd to bpstitar inforn tihs connunity zheut ths proo

end that indivicdual nsilings cicht oz affective in'oe

the word out." ip edritien, It 5 telt that 1LY uweook

closely uitnh the heelth and scocizl anencizs to better

tate the employees so they ace hetter able to pass on

inforiation. This might include "'LS prssentstions et

cominunity functicns, workshcops and conferznces. Since not

211 zgencies providzd information or statistics for the

ctudy, conclusions assessing the 2xtent of petential users

on the Nocky Joys Neservaetion e inconclusive and speculative.
SURVEY RESULTS-( NON USER )- BLACKFEET

Junmder: 4G

A-zs tUnder 1%- (#)  17-2ZC0- {(17) Auer Z0- [22) Unnow-- (2)

Tvnz of '‘andican: Yisual Tunoirment- (27) 2lindnzss- (2)
Phyeical “andicez- (5) Toading DNisability- {4)

Yo vou now oT have you cver used the telinc hoohts Pronran?

Yes- (2) o~ {&40)

Jo you tnow about the progran?  Yes- (1) ile- (¢7)

If yes, wuhere \
o ''"erd of nouth- (1)

‘ngd lixke sonthing you would like to use?

Is there anything you can think of that woulcd meke the progran
inote attractive to you?

o ‘o~ (2)

o ‘iore tusic- (1)

o Zlder sroarzns- (1)

o ‘‘ore informetion- (1)

2icd or cdo yous

‘ead Dooks OFften- (2) Qccasionally- (5) tfever- (4)
lead flags Sften- (10) dccasionally- (2) “ever- (3)
Tead ilwspaors Nften- (11) Occasicnally- (7) “ever- (3)
How inportant wee reading te you?

3 Very Ianortant- (17)

o Important- (&)

20




11, '"pt lind of readine materials do/would you lilie to reag?
s Illustrated Slassics- (3) 0 Shocot Stories- (2)
; 5 'esterns- (&) o .on Fiction- (2)
| 5 ible stories- () o ‘.ysterys- (1)
o f.acezinss/'ewspagess- (3) c Zaorts- (1)
o Yis*ory/Cultural- (5) o Young Acults- (2)
12. ''culd you like to sze nore inforcation/reading meteriels atout In
hnistory ancd culturz or moro specifically, about your tribe?

o Irmcizn history znd culursz- (17)
o Mlackfeet history and culturs- (14)
o0 :cnazines- (1)
o A1l types- (2)
13, '‘hat would be the hBest way Lo cet the word out ebout this progran
tc potential users on the resesrvaticn or in your community?

5 dus-tisement on local TY chznnel- (2)
5 Yord of nrouth- (11)
c f.~|xsjﬁ aerT- (/\)
o Posters- (3
) wchool- (7)
o Ty- (&)
o “edia- (10)
o Intervieus- (1)
14, GCenerel remarks:
s Y2 need the Talking looks Program on the reservation- (1)
o Sounds like an exce1lent progrgn (2)
o Program is needed on the reservation- (2)
c Yery interesting- (1)
o R
Q ¢

18.



SURVEY RESULTS-( USER )- BLACKFEET

2. “ge: Under 15- (1) 18-50- (1) Over 53- {(2)

icap: Visual Inmpairment- (3) Blindness- (1)
1 tancdicap- (2) Reading Disability- (£)

&, o you now or have you ever used the Talkinc 3coks Program?
b; C
ves- (4) o~ ()

5. Which of the follocwing do you use?

rced lagazines- (C)

Pecorced iccks- (3) Pece
Sra jraile Nepazines- (0)

8., Hou ¢id you find out zbout the procram?

- Llimy = 4

7. “hat do you like most about the progran?

o Promptness- (2)
o Helps with reading- (2)

M

. ''hat do you least like about the program?

o flothing- (2)

0

. Do you know octher people who you think would be elicible
for the program but don't use it?

o Yes- (0) Ho- (3)

10. Do or did you:

Fead Cooks Often- (0) Occasionally- (?2) ‘lever-
Read 'Mapazines Qften- (1) Dccasionally- (2) ‘flever=-
Read liewspapers Often~- (2) 9ccasionally- (2) ilever-

11. How important is/uas reading to you?

¢ Very important- (2)
c ot very- (1)




.
12, "Mzt %ind of r=ading naterials vould you likz te road?
c 21l types-(3)
¢ Sports- (1)
o Incdien history and culture- (2)
c Can't reac- (1)
| 13. tiould you like to see more information/reacding mutzrials
| about Indian history/culture or nmore specificelly, about
] . .
: your tribe?
|
| )
c Yes- (&) c- (0)
If yes, what type?
o Different tribes- (2)
o Indian culture- (3)
o 2lackfeet history/culture- (3)
14, ''"at would be the best uay to cet out ths werd an this orogran
to notentizl users on the reservation or your cornunity?
. o Through the £mergency medicel Tach.- (2)
o lieusnapers~ (2)
o TV comnmercials- (1)
15. General Comments:
o Talkinn Sookks Program is aluays cocurteous anc proupt- (2)
o Sxcellent service- (2)
2——.
o/
- O

- ERIC_. : - 20.
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SURVEY RESULTS-(PROGRAM DIRECTORS)-BLACKFEET

f'umher:  (3)
1. Have you hesard ahout the Talkine Jocoks Progran?
Yes- (&) to- (1)

?. that percentage of the visually impaired clients that you
work with use the Talking ooks Program?

pv- (1) Less than 5%- (4) Less then 104~ (2)
“lore than 15%- (N)

3. Do vou feel most of the visuelly im re
or receive services from your program,ha
Talking Cooks Program?

d with whon you work,
ve not heard of the

Yes- (5) ®o- (0)

&, What do vou feel is the wmost srominmant reason mwost of your
eligible clients do not use Tz2l%inn Jooks?

1. ilo reason to use program- {c) 2. Yave not heard ocf
nrogram- (5) 3. Yave heard of program and cecidec not
to use it- (8) 4. Other- People thought there was a charge

5. How do you think the KLS could make the visually impaired
community more aware of the Telking 3ocoks Program?

o Tv commerciais- (2) o Yore information in the
o Newspaper ads- (2) schools/hosnital/social
o ilewspaper articles- (3) services program- (5)

o Poster- (3) o “ailings to the visually
o Presentations about the impairec- (§)

program by HLS persornel-~ (3)

5. Do you have any suggestions that would make the Talking Sooks
Procoram more useful for the visually impaired in your
community?

Yes- (1) No- (2)
If yes, please explain:

o Uork more closely with the health procrams, nore
specifically the diabetes prograns- (2)

7. Are there any topics or subjects that would mate the Talking
Sooks Program more interesting to Mat. fm. in your community.

0 2ooks about ilative Americans or written by lccal authors-

(3)

a
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FINDINGS

Rocky Boy Reservation:

The fallowing is a cenapilation of information Fro:m intorviews and survaeys
of #LS Users anc lon-Users, Program vDirectors and othasr interested
parsons residing on the Rocky Boys Reservation fciober 1- ilovember
25,18¢2
1. Is there a need Fur LS servicss by itative fume-icans residing on

the Rocky Loye eservation?

o I7T so, what

indings: There apnsars to S5e a2 need for (LS services on the
Rocky 3oys %eservction since nons of the non-users surveyed

ac heard of the orocram. Houwzver three of fiftesen resnondents
indicated that th2y had used Tal%ing 3ooks. 100 of the non-users
said that they would be interestcd in using the progran.,

Findings: CQuestions # 4 and 5 on the non-user survey indicated
that none of the respondents hag sver heard of the nrogram and

question # 7 indicates that 1207 o¢ them would be interested

in knouing more about it. fluestion ¥ 2 on the Procram Directors
survey says that 3! of the clients with whonm they work have

usec the Talkinno Zooks Pregram. This would certzinly be indicstive
that a need was not being met.

m
.

Yhat percent of the reservation pozuletion , as a whole, is eligible
for services.

Finding: The ansuer to this question is inconclusive since most

oi the agencies that serve potential clients did not return surtveys
from all incividuals who might be eligible to use the program. &ny
figure stated by the researcher would be purely speculative., “ithout
all agencies responding with up-to-date statistics the total is
inconclusive., It is important to remember that no one agency keeons
current cdata on z2ll users or non-users living on the reservation,

anc it is almost impossible to determine potentizl users by tribal
Qroup because acencies mey or meay not keep datz based on an inogi-
viduals specific tribe or cthnicity.

[

dentified eligible persons intercstad

[

percentape of
c

Findings: The survey indiceted that 1397 of the non-users would
be interested in ‘nowina nore rhout the Talkine 3ooks Progran
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neans are recommended for reaching those persons whe do not
urrently usc the program but are potential users? {e.q. radio
nnouncenants, infornation channeled throuch schools, comnunity
enters, stc.)

Oo®o0

Firntings: The responcents suocested several ways and methods in
uhich non-users micght learn about the procgram. Jver half szid that
LS should use the nauspapers as & comaunity mediunm for getting
cut tihe vorc. The reservation coes not have a zomrni Vv neuspaper
Sut does receive z cdeaily neLh,djer from the ne2zerhy community of
Javre, The Incdian Heclth Service does dist-ibuic 7 nauslettier
hich is distributed throughout tho community and several responc-
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znts suncecsted thot infermation he 2lacsd in the IMES fewsletier,
Jther sucrestions woere that inforicticon nackete Se distributoed,
raclis ecnnouncenents, nosters and cenmunity mestinas. The2 Droeraen
Jirectors Fclt that LS szrvice should uss TV commercisls, ncus-
naper afs, ails znd placewent IF inforaaiieon in the schools, hos-
zital and sociel services.
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Jeceuse cf the sitall teoun,
chysically impaired have li
coportunity. Liite many othe=
not offer an zbuncance of a:
the viecuelly impzirec. Theref
and the necuspaner Tor inforastion ﬂnc entertaol

3ooits Program would give them access to & vast treasure of
information and entertainrment which they presently cdo not have.
fdditionally, the sail service provides the conmunity with one
of the few vehicles of transncrtaticsn, therefore the LS is

a naturzl source to fill their need.

1 environmznt the visually anid
¢ eccess for cultural/artistic
the ares dos=ss
designec for
televisicen, racd
nment, The Tal!i
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Conclusion: Information about the number of visuglly inpasired
residing on the Rocky 3Soys Resservetion is guite difficult to
obtain. !lo one agency keeps informetion on all user or potentis
usesrs on file. "ost agcencies do not keep files that are separat
exclusively by cthnicity or tribal group, this contributes sig
nificantly to this situation. flso, not all agencies provioed
information for the study therefore most statistics figqures
assessing the extent of potential users are inadequate and
speculative at best.

1
ec

There appears to be consicerahnle interest in the Talking Hooks
Procram, howaver the overwhelning majority of potential

users have not heard zbout Tallking dooks. any of the employeas

vho serve non-users have not heerd of the orocgram either, thezc
fore it is difficult for the client to become informed. The program
Directors indicate on question ; 2 that O % of the clients with
whon they work have not heard about the Talking Hands Procran.

llest of the respondents indicated that it was important for LS
to cffer materials with a iative fwerican ang cultural flavor.

ore s1c01|1uully they succectec thzot more meterizls about th

Chinpewa/Cres Trihe be made available.
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SURVEY RESULTS- ( NON-USER ) ROCKY BOY
2. umhar: (i2)
3, fige2: Uncdzr 13- (R) 18-20- (3) OQver 3C- (7)
&, Type of Handicap: Visual lmpairment- (7) 2lindness- (1)
Physical Yancicap- (4) Neading Uisability- {5)
T. D0 you now oF have you =2ver used the Taliking Zoeks Progren?
. Yes- (0) o= (12)
. 0o you kncu zbout the progren?
Yes- () o= (12)
7. Yhere cdid you hzar abcut it?
2. If ne, coes this sound liike something you might like to us=?
Yes- (12) c- (2)
2. Is there znything you can think of that wmight nmeitz this pro
more a2ttractive to you?
o~ (2)
10. Do or did you:
Nead Soo%s “ften- (&) Occasionally- (£) ‘lsver- (2)
RQead Tagazines Dften- (5) Occasionally- (7) ‘liever- (2)
Qeacd "'ewspapers Often- (€) Occasionally- (%) itever- (7)
11. How inportant is/was reading to you?
o Very important- (G)
o Important- (5)
12. t'hat %inds of reading materials co/would you likke to read?
1 >l g w ('7) flecti Y - (2)
o liovels 2 o f£lecticn ncus

flagazines and ncuspapers- (7)
Any type- (2) 0
Specrts- )

y Various

Rodeo neus- (1)
Cultural info- (10)

oo
o

N

pocket boolis- (3)

—~
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14,

15.

o Historical

‘jould you lite to see nore
Incdian history and culturs

(e)

what type?

o Chippewa/Cree info- (3)

o Inzian history, ceneral-
‘hat would he the best way
tc notzntiel users cn the
¢ Informnation packets- (2)
o Meuspaver- (7

o Radio- (2)

rz] comments:

o Sounds 1i
c “ould bhe

znd contempora

information/r:
or more spccif

ry- (7)
(2)
to cet the wo
resarvation or
c Poster
o Conmun
o ilet !

e a good prograin (1)
nterested in hearing nore ab

35

rd ou> abosut this pro
in your community?




A ullToxt Provided by ERIC
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SURVEY RESULTS- (USER)- ROCKY BOY

2. 8ce: Under 12- (2) 12-50- (Z) %ver 2°- (0)
3. Type of ilandicap: Yisual Impsirment- (3) 2lindness- (7)
Physical Handicep- (7) Recding Nisability- (2)
&, 3o you now or have you QVar ed the Talking Zooks Progran?
Yes- (3) ‘o= (0)
5§ ilhich of %he following do ycu use?
flecorded Zooks- (32) “zoerded meagazinzs- (2)
Rraille 2ocoks- (1) “raille Tagzzines- (1)
£, Yow did you find out =2bout t=e zregrams?
o Srom the library- (1)
o Advertisement- (1)
o lLord of mouth- (1)
7. “Yhat did you like most about the zreogran?
o Sverything- (2)
o Good naterizls- (1)
3, Yhat did you like least abcut the program?
o Mothing- (2)
o Had tc send for materizls- (1)
3. Do yecu knou other peoale vho yeu think would b= eligible fer
the nrogram but don't use it?
o Yes- (3) Ho- (B)
If yes, why do you thin% they cdon't use it?
0 Sthcrﬁ may think they are cunb-{1)
o Becau-: they don't lnow about the mrocram- (2)
13. Dc or did you:
Read 3ooks O0ften- (2) fOccesionzlly- (7)) ‘ever- (o)
Nead “aqazines Often- (3) 9Jccesionslly- (2)  ‘zver- (0)
Read "lewspapers 9ften- (2) 0fcczsionally- (T) “iever- (27

30
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11. Hopw impasctznt is/uas reading to ycu?
¢ Very Inooctant-  (3)
12. ''"hat “ind of -ceadine neterials do/would you lite to read?
o 211 typoes- (2)
5 'asternz- (1)
12. Lould you like to see more informetion/readinc meterials chout
Tncdian culturs or nors specifically, about your tribe?
Ves- (Z) o- (2)
If Yes, wvhzt type?
o Yarious Indian trihes- {(2)
o Chipgpeuz/Cree Trive- (3)
14, ‘fnat weuld =z the best way to get the wors cut about this nroarawm
tc potentizl users on the reservation or in your comnunity?
4 - cf -~ (") T, ST - (7‘
o Joor-to-door- < o lewscaner (2)
o Radic- (1) o fewslsitzr- (2)
o Jrochures- (1)
15, Seneral coarents:
o People in the community who are eligible Tor the program would

anjoy it very nuch
0 Zxcellent progran

A ullToxt Provided by ERIC

37
[

28.




O

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC

"ERIC

~J

({8

[&3

tn

(W)

o e -l,'l\l

I DA S A A ;

itzvs you szvar neard of the Talking ZSooks Progran?

Yes- (2) "o- (2

‘"at percentagce of the visuazlly impaired clients with whom
you work use the Talking flooks Program?

2,- (&) Less than 5%- (9) Less than 12"~ ()

“ore than 250 - (0)

Jo you f=2el that nost of the visuelly inmpairsd with whon
you work or orovide services have not heard of the Precrenm
Yes- (&) a- (0)

““Aat dc you fezl is the most prominant reason that most of
vour eligible clients have not used Talking Zoo%s?

1. /!c reascn to uUse program- (n) 2. Have not heard of

nreqram- (4) 3. Have heard of prograzm but decided not
to use it- (U) 4. Tther- (2)

fiow do vyou think the MLS coulcd make the visueslly impaired
in your community more auare of the Talking Zcoks progran.
o TV cenmmercials- {(2) o More information in the

c “ewspaper ads- (3) schools/hospitals/social

o Eeuspaper articles- (1) services (2)

o Posters- (3) o failings to the visually

) Presentatlons about impaired- (2)

Progrem by iiLS personnel-(2)

Do you have any suggestions that would make the Talkinn
8coks Prograw more useful for the visually impaired in
your community?

Yes- (1) Ho- (2)

If yes, plezase explain: IHS should diseminate information
through clinics and heslth prograns

fre there any topics that would make the Taliting Jocks Progranm
nore interesting to Mative American wsers in your commrunity?
f ves, please cxplain:

c TNatericls oawout Lative Americans- (3)
o Cooks in the Chippewa/Cree Lanauace- (3)
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The followina are & list of sungestiorns,. mede Ly thsz researcher,

if the ationzl Library Service intends to co ¢ similar study

on other reservetions throughout the Ynited States. They ere

not lists=d in order of inportance.

1. Secure perrmission frem the Toivel Zoracil to convuct tho
study an theis rsservetion.

2. Contaczt o)l rescrvaticn agencies, i.e. 2T/, I8, sociel
g2-vizces, schoonls, etc., regarding progreaw,

3. Ubtain a comsituent from all zcenciegs concernced that they
will cocperstez wiih resourcss anc percsonnel to help in
carrying sut the coal: of tae nrcject. Thz acencies must
se whollv cornmitted to the sroject in order to insure i
success of the project.

&. me=ept with reservation er ccununity perscnnel uho will
be involvecd uith the project and claborate coals, activities
expectations and directions. The necting should be held uith
2ll perscnnel required to be in attencance. lost of the
emnhasis should be placed in werking with loczl agencies
cince most of the state, federal and regional agencies cither
do nct keep neecded data or are not completely awvare of local
information and restrictions.

m

. HYave one pzrson

for ensuring that their progranm is helping

of the preject.

2ct durineg

where notential users,

from each agency eppointed

the summer months. Schocols

many nrografm personnel are on vacation.

to advertise project.
or

Post flyers and pvosters
their relatives, nzy

local reople who may %nou the communities

Consider using local pecple to do interviews and compersate

They could be pzid By the hour or

&. Do not cdo proj
are clesed and
7. Use local media
in leccations
(see) them.
9. r.ake contacts of
ano its residence.
G,
thein for their services.
" hHy the head."

insurc that &ll
cistant wmethods

B — A,._,,,_.jw;,,.___w‘ -

dn effective way needs
sersons conducting
and techniques.

to he develoseo to

the interview use con-

a,

rrs
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17,

-—
(0]
.

There is a need to detarnine what 2ach acencics cotermings
to e thez rules Tor the r2lease of names for the project.
If nzmes cannot be released various options nezd to he
considerec to identify potzntial cllents. fs the old axicon
states, " It is difficult tc tell the players if your don't
have & greogram.™

fisk the varicus agencies %o mail out surveys to users and
ncn-users alike.

=
vl

State Library S

erv b= more succescful
consultant in cbta v

cvs fron schoolsz.

(4

o

4]

2
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b F
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(3]

L

~r

v service should consider doingc presentations

“ing Zoo%s nroaram for reservation zcencies

. They also might consider dcino prosasntations
ners and functions to make the ”onnunity mora
resources and scrvices.
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s and brochures should He placed on displa
on sites that are frequented by the visuel
¢ hendicapped.
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55q1cxy cassettes for individua
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LS should dsvelop more materials about the ‘ative Amer
history and culture, and more specifically, ebcut indiv
Indian tribes. They may wvant to determine which books, u
by local authors, and make them available to users.

User end non-user guestionnezires should he separeated. Thoars
is too much confusion when thesy are on one fozm.

Cne of the guestions on the survey should 5e, "Deo vou scezav
another languace other than hngllsh? If so, what is your
first language."

s, 42
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{ LETTER TO TRIBE AND PROGRAM DIPECTORS)

Dear

1 have recently been selected by the Libary of Congress' National
Library Service for the Blind and Handicapped (NLS/BPH) to do a needs
assessment and conduct a survey to determine the need for NLS/BPH
services for Native Americans residing on Indian reservations in

Montana. I have selected the Blackfeet and Rocky Boy Reservations to do
the survey.

Among the concerns I will be addressing is:

To determine the extent of NLS/BPH on the Rocky Boy and
Blackfeet Reservations; Determine if there are factors which
inhibit this use; Determine if there are any of the inhibiting
factors are under NLS/BPH control; Collect information which
will determine ways for reaching those persons not currently
using the services and provide information which will indicate
the level of interest in reading among the Native American
non-print reading population. .

Briefly, the National Library Service for tho Blind and Physically
handicapped (NLS) Library of Congress, administers a free national
library program on Braille and recorded materials for blind and
physically handicapped persons. With the cooperation of authors and
publishers who grant permission to use copyrighted works, NLS selects
and produces full-length books and magazines in Braille and recorded
disc and cassette. Reading materials are distributed to a cooperating
network of 150 regional and subregional (local) libraries where they are
circulated to eligible borrowers. Reading materials (books and
magazines) are sent to than 600,000 borrowers and are returned to the
libraries by postage free mail. Established by an act of Congress in
1931 to serve blind adults, the program was expanded in 1952 to include
children in 1962 to provide music materials, and again in 1966 to

include individuals without physical impairments that prevent the
reading of standard print.




©:n3.4AL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND PROJECT

DO YOU KNOW SOME ONE WHO IS BLIND OR HAS LIMITED VISION THAT
KEEPS THEM FROM READING REGULAR PRINT?

DO YOU, OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS RECEIVING SERVICES FROM

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND AND PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED? T

DR. MURTON MCCLUSKEY, BLACKFEET TRIBAL MEMBER, HAS RECENTLY
BEEN SELECTED BY THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE (NLS) TO

CONDUCT A SURVEY TO DETERMINE THE NEED FOR NATIONAL LIBRARY
SERVICES ON THE BLACKFEET AND ROCKY BOYS RESERVATIONS. THE
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES ITS INTERESTED IN KNOWING THE ANSWER
TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS, AMONG THEM ARE:

1. HOW MANY ELIGIBLE NATIVE AMERICANS ARE USING NATIONAL
LIBRARY SERVICES.

2. IF ELIGIBLE PERSONS ARE NOT USING SERVICES, WHY NOT.

3. WHAT CAN NSL DO TO MAKE THEIR SERVICES MORE ACCESSIBLE
TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS. '

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KHNOW SOMEONE WHO BY REASON OR BLINDNESS
OR PHYSICAL HANDICAP CANNOT READ REGULAR PRINT PLEASE CALL THE
FOLLOWING: 4. MCCLUSKEY- 727-1101, OR ON THE BLACKFEET
RESSERVATION CALL THE TRIBAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 338-6330, ON
ROCKY BOY CALL THE TRIBAL HEALTH BOARD- 395-4395

NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES

TYE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE BLIND AND HANDICAPPED
ADMIIIISTERS A FREE NATIONAL LIBRARY PROGRAM FOR BLIND AND
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND ADULTS. THE NLS SELECTS AND PRODUCES
FULL-LENGTH BOOKS AND MAGAZINES IN BRAILLE AND ON RECORDED DISC
AND CASSETTES. READING MATERIALS ARE DISTRIBUTED

TO 150 REGIOMNAL AND LOCAL LIBRARIES WHERE THERE ARE CIRCULATED
TO ELIGIRLE BORROWERS. READING MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT IS SENT

TO MORE THANI 600,000 BORROWERS AND ARE RETURNED TO THE LIBRARIES
BY POSTAGE FREE MAIL.

¢

ADULTS AND CHILDREN MAY BE ELIGIBLE WHO ARE; TOTALLY BLIND,
SUFFER FRO!1 MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS, SEVERE ARTHERITIS, FETAL ALCO!OL
SYNDROME, ARE PARALYZED OR HAVE SOME SORT OF HANDICAP WHICH
RESULTS IN THEIN INABILITY TO READ REGULAR PRINT. INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE HAD NORMAL VISION, AND BECAUSE OF OLD AGE ARE NOT ABLE
TO READ NORMAL PRINT, ARE ALSO ELIGIBLE FOR SERVICES.

ar
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National Library Service
for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped

ﬁ‘..‘\

NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND PROJECT

Br, Hurton “icCluskey, from Creat’ Falls, has recently becn selected

by the Library of Congres Mational Library Service for the Llind

and thelcally “andlcangvc (MLS/PPII) to do a needs assessment and conduct
& survey to determine the need for NLS/RPH for llative Americans residing
on Indian reservations in !lontana. The study will be conducted on

on the Rlackfeet and Rocky Roy Reservations.

The Mational Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
administers a freg¢ naetional library program on Braille and recorded
naterials for the blind and physically handicapped persons. With the
cocperaticn of authors and publishers to use copyrighted works, the
LS seleacts and ;roduceg full-length books and magazines in RBraille
a2nd recorcded Jdisc and cassettes. NReading matorluls are distributed

to & coorerating netwo-h of 150 reglonal and subregional (lccal) libraries
where they arc circulated to eligible borrowers. Reading materials are
sent to more than 600,000 borrowers and are rcturned to the libraries
by postage frec mail.

IR

7¢c be cilgikle for the program (children and adults), an individuval
aust be coltlflec by a competent authority as being unable to read
regular print material by reason of visual or physical handicap.
These individuals may include persons who:

Are t:tally blind, suffer from mulitple sclerosis, severe
artheritis, fetal alcohol syndrome, are paralyzed or have
some form of physical handicap which results in their in-
ability to read regular print. Individuals who have had
normal vision, and because of old age are not able to read
normal print, are also eligible for services.

YicCluskey indicated that a survey will be given to eligible clients,
either current or potential users of the NLS/BPH servizes to determine
serveral factors. Among them are; to determine if there are any in-
hibitinc factors which are limiting the use of [ILS/BHP services.
Cetermine if there are any inhibiting factors under RNLS control. .
Collect information which will determine ways for reaching those persons
nct currently using the service and provide information which will
indicate the level of interest in reading among the llative American
non-print reading population. The study is to he completed by the
thirty-first of October this vear.

£ you know children or adults vho are currently using the service, or
soreonz who might like tc know more about the program, please have them
contact the Tribal fealth Departient in Browning or Rocky Boy and Arrange-
ments will be made for them to respond to a questionnaire. The results
will heln the NLS provide a nore cffective and efficient service to
nzcnle living on rescrvations throughout the United States

L




CONTACTS

In order to carry out a similar study on reservation lands one
might consider using the following list of agencies and programs

as p
stat

Stat

ossible contacts.
¢ and federal agencies.

Bureau Indian Affairs
indian Health Service
Tribal Health Departments
Senior Citizens Home
Public Schools
Social Service Programs
Community Colleges
Hospitals
Christian Childrens Program
State School for the Deaf
and Blind
Youth After Care Program
Meals on Wheels
Local Libraries
Contract Health Care
IHS Eye, Ears and
Throat Departments
State Social and Re-~
hab Department
State Low Vision Dept.

Office Public Instruction
Indian Educ. Department

Rural Disabilities Program

e Association for the
Blind

The list contains local,

tribal, county,

Nursing Homes

Diabetes Programs
Community Health Programs
IHS Eye Clinics

Drug and Alcohol Programs
Developmentaly Disabled

Program
Vocational-Rehab.

Programs
Department Family Services
Elks Vision Program
Headstartc Program

Home Health Care

Tribal Council Chairperson
School Libraries

Schools Spec. Educ.

Dept.
State Library for the
Blind and Handicapped
State Special Educ. Dept.

State Social Services Dept.

State Social Services
Supervisor Indian Prog.

National Library Service
for the Blind and

Handicapped

36.45




NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE
BLIND AND HANDICAPPED

(SURVEY DIRICTIONS)
1. Ixplain to the client that the #ational Libarary Service
for the 3lind and Handicapped would like to %now if flative
are using the "Talking Books" Program.

o Ask if the client would mind responding to the survey.

[§9]
.

nsk client if they have heard of they have heard of the
"Talking Books" Program. (See Brochure. The "Talking Sooks
Progrem is a free library service where the visually
impaired may obtain reading materials,which *ave teen
recordec on cassettes for the client to listen to. They
may alsec borrow the cassette players. There is no charge
for the aterials, equipment or mailing. “or additicnal
information about the program they may call toll-free
or write:
itontana State Library for the
8lind ancd Physically Handicapped
1515 £ast Sixth Ave.
Helena, Mt. 59820
PH: (408) 444-20864
or
1-800-332-3400

o If no, explain "™ Talking Zooks " program to them.

3. Ask client if they use "Talking Books" Procram.

4. If yes, aive "YSER" survey. If no, nive "Hon-lUser"
survey.

5. Ask client to make any suggestions or recommencdations they
might have to improve the program

6. Make sure all the guestions are answered
7. Please forward all surveys to:

lMfurton iMcCluskey

4804 7th Ave. South

Great Falls, #t,.
59405
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T T T T T T onal Library Service wosm T
. DAY o 7. the Blind and I
‘ . ﬁ/\ - Piivsically Handicappad
a0t
. SRVEY
Date:

National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Bandicapped Native
Averican Survey

(Surveyor's introductory comments:)
QUESTIONS:

1. Kame:

2. Approximate age (To be filled in by surveyor)

Under 18 18-60 Over 60
3. Type of Handicap: Visual Impairment Blindness
Physical Handicap Reading Disability

4. Do you now or have you ever used the Talking Books Program? (The free
library servi. e provided from Helena)
Yes No

5. Do you know about the program?  Yes No

6. If yes, where did you hear about it?

7. If no, Surveyor describe program and then ask: Does this sound like
samething you right 1ike to use? (But don't push for “Yes" answer.)

8. Is there anything you can think of that might make this program more
attractive to you

9. Do or did you:
Read books often___ occasionally Never ?
Read magazines often___ occasionally Never ?
Read newspapers often__ occasionally Never ?
10. Bow important is/was reading to you?

_ERIC o . 40




:i. What kind of reading materials do/would you like to read?

12. Would you like to see more information/reading materials about Indian
history and culture or more specifically, your about tribe?

Yes No

If yes, what kind or type?

13. ¥hat would be the best way to get the word out about this program to
potential users on the reservation or in your commmity?

14. General comments:

UPON_COMPLETION RETURN TO
Dr. Murton McCluskey
4804 7th Ave South
Great Falls, MT 59405

xR

Blackfeet/Rocky Boy Tribal Bealth Department




Haticnal Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped MNative

American Survey

{Survevor's introductcryv comments:)

QUESTIONS:
1. Name:
2. Approximate age (To be filled in by surveyor)
Under 18 18-60 Over 60
3. Type of Handicap: Visual Impairment Blindnzss
Physical Handicap Reading Disability
4. Do you nou or have you ever used the Talking Books Program? (The free
library service providad from Helena)
Yes llo
5. Which of the following do vou use?
Racordad books Recorded Magazines
Braille books Braille Magazines
§. How did you find out about the Program?
7. What did you like most about the program? (Intesresting reading
materials, qQuick service, magazines, &tc.)
8. What do you like least about the program? (llothing interesting to
read, slow service, hard time getting cr sending back books. &tc.)
9. Do you know other people who you think would be eligible for the
program but don't use it?
Yes No
If yes, why do you think they don’'t use 1t? What things might keep
them from trying the program?
10. Do or did you:

Read books often occasionally Never ?
Read magazines often occasionally Never ?
Read newspapers often occasionally Never 3




. How important is/was reading to you? \

12. What kind of reading materialé do/would you like to read?

13. Would you like to see more information/reading materials about Indian
history and culture or more specifically, your about tribe? l

Yes No

If yes, what kind or type?

14. What would be the best way to get the word out about this program to
potential users on the reservation or in your community?

15. General comments: 1

-

UPON COMPLETION RETURN TO

Dr. Murton McCluskey ]
4804 Tth Ave South
Great Falls, MT 59405

OR

Blackfeet/Rocky Boy Tribal Health Department |
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HATIONAL LISRERY SERVICE

t (SURVEY)

MAME:: POSITION:

L cu please help uz <etermins tihz extent of %noulzcgze about the "Talking
Sooks" Jrogram by respcncing the to following survey. The Hatlonmal LIorszroy
ssrvite is in the process of geterniming how extensively its Talking couss
A-c-am iz s5eing usecd in your cormmunity. This informeticn will hels in

ancin~s fute 2 distrizonien polizy. Thanks for your - =- icstance.

Yes: lo:
Y. 'hat sercentace of the visually impaired clients that you work uwith
use the "Talixing 3ooks'" Program? Ge Less than 5%
Less tian 107 “ore than 10% “ore then Z5%
Z. Do vou feel thzt most of the visually impaired with whom you work,
or receive services from ycur orogram, have not used or hearcd of
the "Talking Eooks" Program? Yes: No:

4, '‘hat do you feel is the most prominent reason that mest of your eligible
clients have not used the "Talkinc 3ooks" Program? 1. MNo reason to use

arogram 2. Have HNot heard about program 3. Have heard
about the program but decided not to use it 4,
tther

=. How do think the Matiomal Library Service could make the visually
inmpaired in your community more aware of the "Talking 3ooks" Program.
( check as many as are appropriate)

o TV Commercials o lNore informaztion in the

o "ewspaper Acds schools/hospital/social

o dewspaper Brticles services progranm

¢ Posters in buildings where o lailings to the visually
the visually impaired impaired telling about the
micht frequent progranm

0 Presentations about the progranm
by "ational Library Service Per-
csonnel

(QVeER)

ERIC * ——
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5. Do vou hazve any sugcesticns that e
Irogsram gorc uszful for th isu

@
<
~

-
©
0]
.0
o
LX)

17 yes, Please explain:

7. Are there any topics or subject areas that would make tne "Talking
nNocks" Program more interesting to fiative American users in your
comnunity. If Yes, please explain

k%% Please complete questionnaire and return it to M.McCluskey
by November 8, 1992

O
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MONTANA*®S INDIANS




HISTORICAL OVERVIEY OF MONTAMA'S INDIANS

All of Montana's Indian tribes migrated into this region, most of
them within the last 300 years. Most of the Indian people came to
what we know as Montana in search of better hunting grounds or
because they were pushed here by other groups. The boundaries of
Indian tribes were not fixed. No one tribe owned land as we know it,
but each claimed its use and « specific hunting territory. Stronger
tribes often dominated their neighbors. With the acquisition on the
horse, the Plains Indians (as they are categorized by historians)
became more mobile and more efficient hunters.

The Plains Indians moved around in fairly regular patterns, most
often following the buffalo, which was the mainstay of their
existence. The buffalo provided them with most of their meat,
clothing, shelter and utensils. In the warm weather, they nmoved
freely hunting the buffalo. In the winter, they selected
well-protected areas for extended encampment. This pattern of life

existed as long as there was abundant buffalo and the freedom to move
across the plains.

The coming of the white man threatened the Indian's way of life. The
main reason for Indian-white conflict was the total disruption of the
Indian’s use of the land, not the ownership of it. If we wonder why

the Indian people fought so fiercely, perhaps we can understand it

better if we recognized that they were trying to protect and maintain
their culture.

The following overview of Montana's Indians is taken from MONTAMNA: A
HISTORY OF TWO CENTURIES by Drs. Michael P. Malone and Richard B.

Roeder, published by the University of Washington Press, 1976, pages
11-16.

The only Indians, apparently, who lived in Montana before 1600 were
those whom the white men found in the western mountains, the plateau
Indians. The best known of these were the Flatheads, who, like many
other plateau peoples, belonged to the Salishan language group. The
Flatheads (the origin of whose name is disputed) were the eastern
most of all the Salishan tribes. Prior to the invasion of eastern
Indians after 1600, they lived in the Three Forks area and ranged as
far eastwara as the Big Horn Mountains. Before 1700, the arrival
first of Shoshonis from the south, and the Blackfeet from the
northeast, forced them to retreat westward into the mountains. Their
homeland by the time Lewis and Clark found them in 1805, centered in
the beautiful Bitterroot Valley.

The Flatheads combined in roughly equal parts, the cultures of the

plains and the plateau peoples. They joined forces once or twice a
year with their allies, the Nez Perce of Idaho, to hunt buffalo on
the plains. Like the other mountain tribes, they lived in constant
fear of, and war with, the Blackfeet of northcentral Montana. The
white men would find the Flatheads "peaceful,” friendly, and

especially interested in Christianity. This friendliness stemmed,
most likely, not from any special meekness on their part, but from
their need for allies, even white allies, against the better armed

[y

45, —
» 5()




and more numioTuns dlackfes:.

Closely related to the Flatheads were the Pend d'Oreille or Kalispell
Indians, who were also of Salishan linguistic stock. The lower Pend
d'Oreille lived mainly along the Clark River and around Pend
d'Oreille Lake in Idaho. The upper Pend d‘'Oreille were located
generally to the south of beautiful Flathead Lake and for a time even
occupied the Sun River Valley east of the Continental Divide. These
Indians intermingled and allied with their Salishan cousins, the
Flatheads and Spokans, but they absorbed less of the plains culture
than did the Flatheads. Instead, like most plateau people, they
depended mostly upon plants and fish for food. After the invasion of

the eastern plains Indians, the Pend d'Oreilles jointed the Flatheads
‘ in the westward retreat.

In the far northwest corner of Montana lived the Kootenai Indians.
Their ancestry is uncertain, and their language is apparently
unrelated to that of any other tribe. Although they were not
Saloshan, the Kootenai had, by 1800, become friends of the Flatheads
and Pend d'Oreilles, and today they occupy the same reservation.
Like the Flatheads, they merged the ways of the plains and the
plateau. Until the Shoshonis and the Blackfeet drove them out, the
plains Kootenai traveled the prairies above and below the Canadian
boundary. The Upper and Lower Kootenai lived, the most part, in the
rugged Kootenai Valley of southeastern British Columbia, northwestern
Montana, and the Idaho Panhandle. Later, many Kootanais moved
southward to the Flathead Lake area. The first British and American
H explorers found these people isolated in their remote mountain

valleys. They had only limited contact with the whites until later
in the 19th century.

Beyond the mountains lived the invaders from the east, tne plains
Indians vho had, by 1800, driven the Salish and the Kootenai from the
buffalc lands. The most fierce and powerful of these were the
Blackfeet. The Blackfeet belonged to the Algonquian language group.
They were very numerous, probably totaling 15,000 people by 1780.
Three separate tribes made up the Blackfeet Nation: the Blackfeet
proper or Siksika, to the far north; the Kainah or Bloods south of
them; and the Piegans or Poor Robes on the far south. The earliest
white explorers found them prior to 1650 on the central plains of
Canada, already migrating westward under pressure from eastern
neighbors like the Crees. The Piegans led the Blackfeet advance, and
the collided with the Shoshonis on the Canadian-Montana plains.

After acquiring the horse, the Blackfeet drove the Shoshonis south

and west. By 1800, they had entered the Rocky Mountain foothills and
pressed far southward into Montana.

At the time of Lewis and Clark early in the 19the century the Piegan
Blackfeet controlled northcentral Montana east of the mountains.
Their war parties had forced the Shoshonis clear out of the three
Forks area of southwestern Montana, and that region remained a
no-man's land where Blackfeet competed with other tribes for valuable
game. Only the Piegans where true Montana Blackfeet, for the Blcods
and Siksikas remained largely to the north in canada. Urged on
perhaps by the Canadians, the Blackfeet became mortal enemies of the
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irerican fur traders, and they kep: :h invaders at bay until disease

struck them down during the late 18&22's.
To the south and east of the Blackfeet. mainly in the Yellowstone
Valley of southcentral Montana; lived their enemies, the Crows of
Asarokas-the "bird people."” The Crows, of Souian linguistic
background, vere among the earliest Indians to enter lontana from the
east. Along with their close relatives, the Hidatsa, they broke away
from the main Sioux nation at an early date. MHost likely they lived
originally in the upper Hississippi Valley area of Minnesota and
Iowa. The domino effect of Indian migrations drive them onto the
eastern edges of the plains. Eventually, Sioux and Cheyenne pressure
forced them across the plains and up the Yellowstone Valley.

The whites found them divided into River Crows and Hountains Crovs.
The River Crows lived north of the Yellowstone River, especially in
the Musselshell and Judith basins. The Mountain Crows hunted south
of the Yellowstone, primarily in the Absaroka and Big Horn regions.
Although they still maintained clan societies acquired in the East,
which most of their plains neighbors had abandoned, all of the Crowus
had become nomadic plainsmen by 1800. The American invaders found
the Crows to be quite friendly and "peaceful."” They welcomed the
whites because, surrounded by hostile Blackfeet ard Sioux, they badly
need allies, especially allies with guns.

Two smaller Indian groups lived beyond the Blackfeet in northeastern
Montana; the Atsina and the Assiniboine. The Atsinas spoke an

s Algonquian language. They were close relatives of the Arapaho, who
earlier moved southward into Wyoming and Colorado. Misunderstanding
sign language, as they so often did, the French traders named them
the "Gros Ventre" meaning “"big bellies." This was doubly
unfortunate, both because the Atsinas had ordinary stomachs and
because the Hidatsas of Dakotas also became known as "Gros Ventre,"
leading to much confusion. The Atsinas migrated out of the HMinnesota
region, up onto the Canadian plains to clos: proximity to the
Blackfeet, and they eventually settled directly to the east of them
between the Missouri and Saskatchewan Rivers. They became close

allies of the Piegans, so much as that the whites oftan mistook thenm
for Blackfeet.

The Assiniboine Indians lived on the Canadian-American plains, with
their southernmost flank extending down into northeastern lontana.
They were Siouanin linguistic ancestry and at one time belonged to
the Yanktonai branch of the Sioux Nation. The Assiniboines lived
first, evidently, in the Mississippi headwaters area. Pressured by
the Chippewa, Cree, and even the Sioux, with whom they became enemies
after their break from the Yanktonai, the Assiniboines migrated
northward and westward onto the plains. Like other tribes of the

upper Missouri, they would be hard hit by the ssallpox epidemic of
the late 1830°'s.

The artificial boundary lines later drawn by white men meant nothing,
of course, to migratory Indians. Their hunting lands had only vague
boundaries, and they freely invaded one another's territory. So the
place we call "Montana" was often visited by neighboring tribes from
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all points of ths Ioopz:-s.

From the west, plateau neighbors of the Flatheads and Paend d'Oreilles
frequently crossed over the Bitterroot passes and ventured onto the
plains to hunt buffalo. These tribes, particularly the Spokans and

. Nez Perces, had to exercise considerable caution on their journeys,
for the Indians guarded their hunting lands jealously. The Nez
Perces usually entered llontana over the Lolo Pass, dropping down into
the Bitterroot Valley. Often with the Flathead frisnds they would
head through Hellgate Canyon into Blackfeet country, or they w~uld
pass southeastward into the lands of the famous retreat of 1877.

Indians of the Shoshonean stock flanked Montana on the southwest and
south. They included the Shoshonis themselves, the Bannocks, and the
Sheepeaters. The Shoshonean people were desert and mountain dwellers
from the Grezat Basin country of Utah, Mevada, and southern Idaho:
their easternmost lands extended into westcentral Wyoming. As seen
previously, their early mastery of the horse permitted the Shoshonis
to conquer much of today's Montana during the 18th century, but by
1800, the Blackfeet had driven them into the stata's southwestern
corner. Lewis and Clark found them along the IJdaho-Montana line near
Lemhi Pass. Heither the Shoshonis nor the Bannocks became "legal"

Montana residents during the 19th century, but they entered its
southwestern “:-remities to hunt.

Eastward frc. present-day Montana, the great Sioux or Dakota Nation
held control of the vast plains area north of Nebraska's Platte
River. FPrior to the mid-17th centurv. the Sioux lived along the
western cdges of the Great Lakes and in upper Mississippi woodlands.
Invas:ons by well-armed enemies, like the Chippewa, crowded them
westward until, by the late 19tk century, they covered an area
reaching from western Minnesota across the northern plains into the
easternmost fringes of Montana and Wyoming. The westernmost Sioux
tribes of the Yanktonai and Teton groups lapped into Montana, and
today there are Sioux living with the Assiniboines on Montana's Fort
Peck Reservation. Although the center of Sioux power lay well to the
east ¢’ Montana, these numerous Indians figured largely in the
state's frontier history, most spactacularly with their defeat if
Custer in Montana Territory during the centennial year of 1876.

The Northern Cheyenne Indians intermingled with the Sioux and came to
be their friand and allies. The Cheyennes belong to the Algonquian
language group. Like the Sioux, they were pushed from their
traditional homeland in the Minnesota region. The Cheyenne paused
for a time along the lower Missouri River and practiced agriculture.
Then mountain pressure from the east forced them to resume their
westward march. They crossed the Dakota plains, and by the time of
Lewis and Clark, they had reached the Black Hills. 1In the process,
they adapted well to the nomadic ways of the plains Indians. Their
warriors became outstanding cavalry: the Cheyenne Dog Soldiers were
among the most respected of Indian fighting men.

After reaching the Black Hills, the tribe divided, with the more
numerous Southern Cheyennes heading down toward Colorado and Oklahoma
and the Northern Cheyenne proceeding to the northwest. By the




.2o0's=i:_. . ..: liorthern Cheyenne lived among the Sioux in the ]
area whers boréers of iHontana, Wyoming and South Dakota converge.
These late-arriving Indians would, in future years, join the Sioux in
the *'2i1s that led to Custer's defeat, and they would aventually

receive a small reservation on.the Tongue River in southeastern
Montana.

The last of Montana Indian residents to enter the state were bands of
Chippewa, Cree, and Hetis who began filtering across the Canadian and
North Dakota borders later in the 19th century. Some of these
scattered bands and families were refugees from the unsuccessful
rebellion that Louis Riel led against the Canadian government in
1885. Others, like the band of Chief Little Shell, came in from
North Dakota. The Hontana Crees and Chippewas are only splinters of
much larger Indian groups. Of Algonquian heritage, the numerous
Crees came c-igzinally from the frozen forests and plains of Canada.
The Chippewa (0jibwa) were Athabaskan-speaking people from both north
and south of the Great Lakes. A large proportion of these latecomers
consisted of the Metis, or mixed bloods. Predominantly Cree, the
Metis were actually a group apart, a racial mixture of Cree,

Assiniboine, Chippewa, and French stock who spoke a language all
their own.

These refugee Indians presented a problem to state and federal
officials, vho did not know what to do with them. Known as "landless
Indians" they moved about from town to town and became familiar
figures at Havre, Chinook, and even Butte. Their settlement in Great
Falls, "Hill 57," was byword for Indian poverty. Finally, in 2916,
the fed:-:1 government carved a tiny reservation for the

Chip- - rae {(and Metis: “rom the large Fort Assiniboine Military
Res: :+h of Havre. - -.s reservation is known as "Rocky Boy's"
nam:. -or .: famous Chippewa Chief Stone Child whose name was

misinterpretzs by the whites as "Rocky Boy." Thus, the last of
Montana's seven Indian reservations took shape only 60 years ago.

So these were the native peoples of what became lontana. Iliost of
them, interestingly, were late arrivals. Some others, like the
Cheyenne, Chippewa, and Cree would not even reside within liontana's
borders until in the 19th century. They formed a highly diversified
group, combining plateau-mountain peoples from the west, Great Basin
Indians from the south, hardy plainsmen from the north and cast.
Prior to 1800, Montana was the eye of a cultural hurricane, where
Indians migrating from all directions, bringing horses and guns with
the, met to create new and unusual societies. These Indians would
share a common fate in the years following 1800, as American and
Canadian governments drove them from their lands, reduced them by
war, disease, and alcohol, and shattered their native cultures.
Their descendants live today on seven Montana reservations and in
many Montana communities.

The reader needs to understand that approximately half of Montana's
Indians live off of the seven reservations, and live in several of
the state's major cities. They have also moved to urban areas
throughout the United States or may live on a reservation vwhere they
are no officially enrolled. 1In addition, many Indian people who are
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pot mempers of kontana's tribes, also live on and off the state's
reservations. For example, in 1985 the Great Falls school system had
Indian students vho were members of 35 different U.S. tribes enrolled
in their schools. The Missoula school district enrolled Indian
children from approximately 28.tribes in 1990-91.

The Hontana tribes and the headquarters of their reservations are:

Reservation & Date Hame of

Headquarters Established Tribes

Blackfeet 1851 Blackfeet

Browning, HT

Crow 1851 Crow

Crow Agency, MT

Flathead 1855 Confedrated

Ronan MT Salish and
Kootenai

Fort Belknap 1888 Assiniboine and

Fort Belknap Agency Gros Ventre

Harlem, MT

Fort Peck 1888 Assiniboine
Poplar, NMT and Sioux
Northern Chevenne 1884 ~ Northern

Lame Deer, HT Cheyvenne
Rocky Boy's 1916 Chippewa/Cree

Box Eldeyr, MT
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MONTANA INDIANS TODAY

Montana is the home of approximately 40,000+ people of Indian
extraction. The majority of these people reside on one of the seven
large Indian reservations while many others live in the major cities
of Missoula, Billings, Great Falls, Butte, Helena and Miles City.

The Indian population in our state has grown steadily and
significantly as the U.S. Census Bureau improves procedures for
identification of our Indian citizens. There are about 13,200 Indian
students enrolled in public and private schools in Montana with the
largest single enrollment in Browning Public Schools (1,425) and the
second largest enrollment in the Great Falls Public Schools (890).

Each of the seven Indian reservations in Montana is governed by a
group of elected officials called a Tribal Council. The exception to
this is on the Crow Reservation where a true democracy or "town
meeting” form of government is used to make decisions that affect
their tribe. The Tribal Council works in cooperation with the Bureau

of Indian Affairs, and local, county and state governments to carry
on tribal business.

In addition to having both public and private elementary and
secondary schools on or near each reservation, there are Head Start
programs and tribal community colleges located therz alsc. These
tribal colleges allow a great number of reservation-based people the
opportunity to secure quality training or complete two-year degree
tribal colleges allow a great number of reservation-based people the
programs without leaving their home area. As a result, =ducational
training on reservations can begin at age 3 in Head Start and
continue two years after high school graduation in the tribal
college. Unfortunately, this is not always the case, since the
dropout rate of Indian students is still 20-40 percent in many Indian
communities. Most students are list in junior high school or ninth
or tenth grades. In terms of educational attainment, Montana Indian
people have done tremendously well considering the «conomic and
social problems of some reservation communities. For exanple, many
communities now employ school superintendents, principals, and many
teachers and paraprofessionals of Indian descent. Tribal Council
members now have college degrees and BIA and tribal employees are
very well trained. Some reservations employ Indian doctors, nurses,

lawyers, engineers, social workers, and other high-skill
professionals.

During the past two legislative sessions, Montana has been fortunate
to have three Indian legislators. These three people have been very
successful in promoting legislation designed to develop a better
working relationship between Indian tribes and state government. 1In
addition, the governor's office employs a Coordinator of Indian
Affairs whose job it is to work cooperatively between Indian tribes
and all state agencies. This ensures that Indian people have a

spokesperson or liaison in state programs and activities that affect
thenm.
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. “conomically, Indian tribes have made tremendous strides in order to
improve the financial conditions of each reservation. Major
employers on all reservations are the local tribe, the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and local school districts. Although these provide
employment for a great number of Indian people, the unemployment rate
ijs still staggering-running anywhere from 50-80 percent. To deal
with this, tribes have sought economic development through industry
and several reservations now operate industrial plants. The
Blackfeet tribe operates a pencil factory which makes several types
of pens, pencils and markers, while the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes
operate A & S Industries, which produces medical kits and camouflage
netting. In addition to this, other tribes have used natural
resources like water, timber, coal, oil and land to stimulate the
economy on their reservations.
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