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ABSTRACT

Designed for parents with children in the British
school system, this booklet describes the National Curriculum, which
sets out what children should know, understand, and be able to do at
each stage of their education from the ages of 5 to 16. Under the
National Curriculum, children will be taught what they really need to
know, and students and teachers will be given definite national
targets to aim for in the most important subjects, thereby rzising
standards. Teachers will check a child's progress against national
tests at ages 7, 11, 14, and 16. Schools will provide parents with an
annual report on their child's progress, showing how the child is
progressing in the National Curriculum and other subjects. The
curriculum will cover the content areas of technology, history,
geography, modern foreign languages, art, music, and physical
education, and the three ccre areas of English, mathematics, and
science. (In Wales, Welsh is also part of the curriculum). There are
brief explanations of the ways in which the National curriculum
focuses on the learning of basic skills during primary education and
the ways in which the curriculum changes when students enter
secondary education to allow students more choices in regard to the
courses they take. Basic information about course offerings, tests,
and awards at the primary and secondary levels is provided. The
booklet concludes with a brief listing of other sources of
information. (HOD)
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Foreword by the Secretary of State jor Education

and Science

Your child has a right to a good education, and you
have a right to know both what is being taught in
your child’s school and how your child is
progressing. That is why we now h-wve a National
Curriculum which sets out for the first time what
children should know, understand and be able to
do at each stage of their education from 5 to 16.
It also provides for their progress to be regularly

tested and reported to parens.

This booklet gives you the basic facts about your
child and the National Curriculum and tells you

how to find out more.

Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke QC MP
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The National Curriculum

I'he National Curriculum guarantees cthat all
children will be taught what thev really need o
know, with checks on their progress at every stage.
[ his means that vou as a parent can find out wha
vour child is doing at schooband why. The regular

tests will tell vou how well vour child is doing.

You cian see the Nattonal Carviculum documents
atany time at the school. The regularreporis vou
receive onvour child’s progress witl give vou an
apportunity to talk to teachers about w hit
happens in the chissroom and how it relates 1o

National Curriculum aims.

I'he National Currienlum is designed o raise
standards by giving pupils and teachers definite
national targets to aim for in the most importnt
subjects. s chikdren get older
and learn more, the targets
become steadity more difficubt
so that they are alwins

motivited to do thetr best.

Teachers will check vour ehild's

progress against the national

)




targets as part of their normal day-to-day work.
There will also be national tests at ages 7 11, H

and 16. Uhe results ol these tests will be reported

(o vou so that vou can follow vour child’s progress
and work with the teachers 1o help that progress
along. Uhis will help them set a pace which is
right for vour child. building on strengths and

tackling weaknesses.,

Fhis combination of clear targets and national

tests will help ensure that:

o tcuachers have the highest possible
expectations of their pupils:

o standards are raised inschools right across
the country:

® pupils can move fron one school 1o
another without disrupting their
cducation:

® vou. as a parent. can hold vour child’s

school to account for the progress vour
child is making and for the standards of

the school generally.

All state schools folow the National Curriculum
and many independent schools are choosing to

use it as well.

il ESTCOPY AVAILARLE




What the National
Curriculum covers

! he National Carrviculum ts made up ol ten

subjects. At the centre are the “core”™ subjects of
The National Curriculum

. . English. mathematies and seience. Phe other subjects
isouly part of what the :

school offers your child. are technology, history, geography, a modern
Al children also take o . ) .
keligious Education loreign Linguage. arr. music and physical education.

unless their pareats
specifically choose
otherwise. And the Curriculum,

In Wales, Welsh is also part of the National

school will want to bring
out the best in your child
not just in terms of
academic skills but
personal qualities as
well. The school
prospectus will tell you
what the school's aims
are and how it tries (o
achieve them through
school activities.

These folders tell you whatis inthe National Curriculum.
You can see them at your child’s school. The remaining
National Curriculumsubjects — music,art and PE - will
be introduced from Autumn 1992.

s
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T'he National Curricrilum is being introduced

gradually. Most children under 14 are following

parts of italready. 1t will be fully in place by the

mid-1990s.

The examples show which subjects two typical

children would study and when they would usually

he tested:

Bully wallstart at primary schoal
i Aulmn 1992

Hewdl start to learw all of the
Nattonal Curriculum subjects
exeefl o modern forewn
langreage. Dhat s, he il study
the three core subjects = buglish,
serence and matlematies = pluy
techinology, hintory, geography.,
art, music and phvsical
education.

At the end of the school vear
19934 when he s 7 Billv's
progress ncall these subjects el
he assessed by s teacher. and
there will be simple formal tests
o English, maths and sewence.

At the end of the school year
199718 when he s 1, Bally will
agarn he assessed in all these
subjects. Fhis time, formal
written tests are likely to plav a
bigger part mthe assessmendt.

Bully s elder sister. Sally, ol
start at secondary school in
Vatumn {992,

She will study all the Nutiwonal
Curreculum subjeets, meluding
«a modern forenrn language.

Sally wddl be tested w these
subjects at the end of the sehool
year (99405 when sheas 1

From age 14, Sally will he able to
make some subject chowes and
will he teted at age 16 ~
probably taking public
exammations like GCSEL You
will find more about 14+
chaices on page 9.
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AGESS5 .l YEARS

ENGLISH

Young children enjoy
telling stories and
playing imaginative
games. This helps them
learn to speak clearly,
lisien carefully and to
want to read and write
stories for themselves.

Ry 7 they should be
starting to read
independently and
beginning to write
legibly. producing short
pieces of writing on their
own. using complete
sentences and spelling
simple words correctly.

By 11 they will be able to
read different kinds of
texts and make simple
comparisons between
them. They will begin to
match their style of
writing to different
audiences. They will be
getting better at
organising their work,
punctuation, spelling
and putting their ideas
across clearly,

page v

ERIC

Primary education:
concentrating on the basics

Inthe carbv vears vour child will concentrate on the
basie skills — fearing 1o read and write and to use
numbers: Undes the National Carricutum vonr
child willalso begin to explore science, technology,
history, geography, art, music and PE ~ making
ninesubjectsaltogether. Soas well as earning basic
skitls vonr child will foHow a broad, balanced
curricuhuom thae prepares the way for secondan

school.

Fhe national tests will atso focus on the bastes. For
example, 7 vear olds will be tested on reading,

writingand arithmeticand on partof their science
knowledge — with particular attention being paid

to veading.

This will give vou, as a parent, clear information
about how well vour child is mastering, these basic

skills and whether any special help is needed.
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AGESS .1l YEARS

MATHEMATICS

Young children’s first
steps in mathematics are
through counting,
rhymes and practical
activities like weighing
and measuring.

By 7 most will be able to
deal with numbers up to
100 work out change;
recognise common 2.1
and 3-D shapes: know
the common units of
measurement.

By {1 many pupils will
have developed an
understanding of the
precision needed for
mathematical
calculations and of how
important mathematics
is in their own lives.
They will know their
tables, and be able to
make 3-D objects. find
areas, perimeters and
volumes, use graphs and
diagrams. They will be
working out calculations
in their heads or on
paper. and making a
start with algebra.

Children can develop their

skills of designing and
making through practical
classroom activitics as
partof their work in
National Curriculum
{echnology.

fechna ogy also has close
links with other subjects ~
sueh as seience, art &
design or history. These
pupils have learnt about
Morse Code in history and
are finding ont how it
works.

AGES 5.1l YEARS

SCIENCE

Children's natural
curiosity about the
world around them
provides the starting
point for their
exploration of science.

By 7 they will have
started to look at the
variety of living things,
simple properties of
materials, the effects of
pushes and pulls, and the
relationship of the carth
to the sun and moon.

By I most pupils will
know about living things
adapting to their
environment, about the
fermation of soiland the
use of simple electrical
circuils.




AGES || - 16 YEARS

ENGLISH

By I4 pupils will be
able to discuss and
summarise what they
have rcad - including
plays and poems from
carlier centuries. They
will be able to write
independently and at
tength for different
purposes — revicws,
letters, essays, refprorts,
playscripts, stories.

Between 14 and 16 pupils
will be developing their
knowledge and
understanding of the
English language and
extending their range of
skills in using it both in
speech and writing.
They will read many
different kinds of texts,
literary and non-
literary, and be able to
show critical and
analytical skills. They
willbe able to argue a
point of view using
evidence from texts. They
will be using libraries,
reference books and
other information
sources independently.
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Secondary education:
more subjecis, more choice

At pupils will be building on fum foundations
of numeracy and hiteraev. AH will then st to
learn i modern foreign Language as well as
continuing with the nine subjects follow ed at
primars school. Schools must offer at least one
Linguage ol the Luropean Community (such as
French, German or Spanish). but pupils can take
another modern foreign language instead, if the

school is able to otter the Choicee,

Fherewill bewrittenests (or Fovearold pupilsin
albthe National Curviculum subjects except music,

rtand PR

From avound age L pupils ave beginning 1o think
about what they will do alter GCSE, whether they
plan o continue in full-time education or training
orstart vork, [hev need more choice in what they

sty

Information lechnology is
partofthe technology
curriculum from 5-16 and
supports pupils' learning
across the curriculum - for
example, communicating
and handling information.
madelling, measurement
and control. These pupils
are producing a news-sheet
using IT.

I
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tnder the Nationa b Carviculom they willadl carnn
on st Enehsh, maths, science some study ol
teehnology. w modern forergn language and PEL b
ander the Government's Lutest proposals they will

have choices to make about their other subjects:

thev witl be able 1o choose courses
leading 1o qualibications avwarded by
vocational bodies tike B TEC.L City and
Gaailedsand RSA. Fhese courses will cover
shifts that will hetp them prepare fora

varticuliarkindol job or further training

thev will be able to choose hetween
history and geography, or take shorter

courses in both®*

they will be able to choose whether to
carry on with music and art, or give up

one or both®

they will be able to take up new subjects

-~ for example economics, or another

Lnguage.

BESTCOPY .

T he Government is consulting on these
propasals belore secking
Parliamentary approval.

AGES Il - 16 YEARS

MATHEMATICS

By 4 many pupils will be
able to solve equations,
plot graphs, find areas
and volumes of regular
shapes and know about
T and Pythagoras’
Theorem.

From 14 to 16 they will
extend their studies inall
areas of mathematics
using their knowledge
and skills in tasks
related to real life.

This will include: using
the memory facility of a
calculator; generating
different types of graphs
on a computer and
interpreting them: using
and recording data,
producing a frequency
table and calculating
the mean.
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AGES [l - 16 YEARS

SCIENCE

By 14 pupils will have
studied food chains.
chemical reactions. roch
formation, and electrical
motors, dynamos and
transformers. Many will
be able to explain about
the maintenance of the
halance of nature and
use microelectronic
devices to control simple
circuits.

By 16 they will be able to
explain familiar
vbservations in
scientific terms. They
will understand the
molecular basis of
inheritance; the
movements of the earth’s
~rust; how gravity
determines the
movements of the
planets: how to use
symbolic equations to
describe ehemical
reactions.
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Evervone must take science from B o 16 but some
schools will offer a choice of science courses. The
main route, for the majority of pupils, will be the
“double science™ course feading 1o a double GCSE
award. For pupils with a special reason tor
spending more time on other subjects there is the
alternative of a reduced “single science™ course
leading to a single GCSE award. And there is a
third option schools mav offer —a course leading to
GCSEs inn the three separate sciences of biology,
chemistry and physics, Hvour childs school offers
this course vour child cannot just take part of it~

all three sciences have to be taken to GCSE tevel.,

I'he school will tell vou what choices are available
so vou can discuss them with vour child and the

teachers and decide what witl be the best options.

Most 16 vear olds will be tested by taking the GCSE.

Almost all pupils will follow GCSE courses in
English. maths and science. and many will do
GOSE courses in other National Cuarriculum
subjects. New vocational courses are also being

developed for the B to 16 vear olds who prefera

more practical approach. . (M~]
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Reports for parents

I he school must give voran annual reporton vouy

hild progress. showing how vour child is
progressing in the National Curriculum and other
subjects. In the vears when vour child takes the
national tests — at 7 1L Hoand 16 = the report will

vive vou the resutts.

I'hereare ten levels ol achiesement in the National
Curvicudum and chitdren will move an to higher
levels as they work through the national targets.

Diftterent chitdven will move at different speeds

anel the sante child may move more quickiy insome

subjects than others,

~ 10

ot
-4

~1 £

[ evel

Only the very brightest pupils will reach the
highest level —level 10~ which will be more ditficult
than the current top grade of the GCSE, grade A.

4

Fhe reportwill tell you
the level your child has

reached in each suhject
and the levels reached in
the main parts of cach
subject —for example you
will not just he told how
vour child is doing in
English but what level he
or she has reached in
reading, writing and
speaking. Youwll alsa he
shiown howe vaur child’s
results compare wuh
those of other children of

the same age.

All children start at

5 yvears old working
towards level T and are
likely to move an by ane
level cvery two years: so
atvpical 7 yearold
would be at level 2 and a
typical 11 year old at
level 4. The shaded areas
show the range of levels
within which the greal
majority of pupils willhe
working and the solid
line shows average
allainments.
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More information

You can hnd out move about w hat vour child is

doing and what the school can offer ty:

e wlking to vour child’s teacher at a parents’

evening or open dav:

¢ discussing vour child’s end-ol-vear report
with the teacher whose namie is given as a

contact on the report form:

® making an appointment with the
appropriate teacher il vou wish to discuss

things atanv other time:

¢ rcading the school’s brochure or prospectus
—itwill tell vou what is heing taught to cach

vear groap:

¢ cading the governing bodys annual report
to parents and attending the annual

meeting arranged {or parents to discuss it:

® asking to see the National Curriculum

documents at the school,
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Other sources of information

Uhe Parent’s Charter, published in September 1991, setout
parents’ existing rights and responsibilities, and desceribed how
the Government plans to strengthen parents’ ability to actin
pactnership with schools to get the best education for their
¢hild, It proposed in particular that the taw should be changed
to provide for:
¢ regular independent inspections of schools;
& written reports at least once a vear on cach child's
progress;
e annual published tables of performance information
covering atl local schools.
Caopies of the Parent’s Charter ave available from:

FREEPOST (BS528/81), BRISTOL,BS33YY

'he main role of the National Curriculum Councilis to advise
the Secretary of State on the implementation of the National

Curriculum and to give guidance to schools. [ts publications
are also availuble to the public, Alistof these isavailable from:

THEINFORMATION SECTION,
NATIONAL CURRICULUM COUNCIL, ALBION WHARF,
25 SKELDERGATE, YORK, YOI 2XL.

(Tol: 0904 622533, Fax: 0904 622921)

The School Examinations and Assessment Council advises the
Secretary of State on the testing of pupils’ knowledge and
understanding of the subjects they are now required to study as
part of the National Curriculum. It ensures quality at GCSE
and AS/A level and isadvising the Secretary of Stite on ways of
providing parents with much greater information about their
child’s progress. Further information is available from:

INFORMATION SECTION, (ZND FLOOR), SEAC,
NEWCOMBE HOUSE, 45 NOTTING HILL GATE,
LONDON Wil 3)B.

(ll: 071 229 1234, Fax: 071 243 0542)

page 17




This hooklet gives you
the basic” facts about
whag your clald <will do
at school gnd tells, you

how to find out moye.
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