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US. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AMERICA 2000 is

States sign

on to education strategy;

w [ 4 (4
o= onthe move... President Bush addresses nation
= There are a thousand good ways to This week Maine, Maryland, Nebraskaand  changes....to meet the state’s ambitious
= become a part of AMERICA 2000. Our the city of Omaha will join AMERICA benchmark for our schools and our
0 nation’s greamness is based on the simple 2000. 4.Jso, President students,” said Oregon
fact that not only is every individual Bush gave a “State of =  Govemor Bartara
Q% different, but every state and every American Education” Thi k Mai Roberts (D). .
(= community in America is different too. speech September 3 in 1S wee aine, Education Secretary
= The AMERICA 2000 framework Maine, where he Maryland, Nebraska  Lamar Alexander
recognizes that what your ccmmunity launched MAINE 2000 and the city of lauded Oregon’s leader
wants to be, and how you get there, is with Gov. John o for taking “bold
totally up to you and your neighbors. McKeman (R). Omaha will join ° bipartisan action” to
The President has challenged every “Moment.m is AMERICA 2000. help each community
neighborhood, town and city in the nation ~ building,” said Michael achieve the National
to become an AMERICA 2000 commu- Jackson, the head of = ———  Education Goals.
nity by adopting the six National Educa- AMERICA 2000 at the U.S. Department “Oregon 2000 is the way for Oregon to
tion Goals; developing a community- of Education. *“We are here to help all help itself over the next several years move
wide strategy to achieve them; designing communities as they plan their own efforts toward the National Education Goals, but
a report card to measure results; and and find their own ways of transforming to do it Oregon’s way,” Alexander said.
planning and supporting a “break the their schools.” Other recent AMERICA 2000 activities
mold” New American School. On August 22, Oregon joined Colorado are;
Together, we can meet the ambitious as one of the first states to accept the
goals the President and the nation’s AMERICA 2000 challenge to transform its A TULSA 2000 was launched August 23.
governors have se: for us. It will happen schools, community by community., Sen. Don Nickels (R), Mayor Roger
one community at a time, one AMERICA “Oregon is ready to make dramatic Randle (see States, on reverse.)
2000 Community at a time.
[ a0 b Public strongly supports AMERICA 2000
f;,[ By overwhelming margins, the American schools are making in reaching the
~ Lamar Alexander _ public supports the six National Education National Education Goals.
- Secretary of Education Goals and virtually every aspect of (see s:tppon‘, on reverse.)
,1 AMERICA 2000, a new national survey H i tanti chfct t
Q ce mAGs T . shows. owmpor sea aoro
o AMERICAZ&G“ ﬂqtime ‘ According to the 1991 Gallup/Phi Delta R
- We’re ready to help. More than Kappa poll, which is recognized as the
H 2,500 people called last week for most comprehensive survey of American
information about attitudes on education issues, the public is
AMERICA 2000 solidly behind the Bush administration
strategy. '
Among the poll’s major findings:
. .SOD‘USA-LEARN _ Accountability—By a margin of better Stroneest onbitan
I‘D%mm than 3 to 1, the public favors “report ; :

cards” showing how much progress P




Support coniinued

American Achievement Tests—77
percent of the people favor national tests to
measure academic achisvement.

Choice of Schools—By nearlya2to 1
margin, Americans favor allowing
students and parents to choose which
public schools the students attend.

Rewarding teachers—69 percent of the
public favor rewarding particularly
effective teachers.

Extending the school year and the
school day—For the first time, the poll
found that a majority of Americans—>51
percent—favor extending the school year.
The public is split on whether to lengthen
the school day. Forty-eight percent of the
people oppose the idea while 46 percent
are in favor of it.

Notes...

OMAHA 2000.

and Quotes:

breakthrough.”

A The President will join Education Secretary Alexander and the nation’s governors
on September 4 for the first AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference CalL Each day
Secretary Alexander will listen in as Governors and other AMERICA 2000 leaders
report progress toward the National Education Goals.

A MARYLAND 2000 wili be launched on September S by Govemnor Donald
Schaefer (D) and legislative leaders, with the help of the First Lady, four cabinet
secretaries, and Deputy Secretary of Education David Kearns. On the same day,
Secretary Alexander and five other cabinet secretaries will join Governor Ben
Nelson(D), education and business leaders to kick off NEBRASKA 2000 am

A A recent USA Today poll found that 28 out of 37 govemors support the
AMERICA 2000 strategy and think it will work.

A OREGON 2000 is “intended to get people thinking differently before we spend
mozey,” says Oregon Governor Barbara Roberts(D).

A The Memphis Commercial Appeal writes that being a part of AMERICA 2000
“will be much more than a ‘feather in the cap.” It will be a chance to do something
concrete about reform instead of just talking about it.”

A Ted Marchese in Change: “ AMERICA 2000 could be education’s chance fora

States continued
and Secretary Alexander attended the
kickoff.

A The Oklahoma City Education

Round Table met Aug. 23 to consider
plans for OKLAHOMA CITY 2000.

A COLORADO 2000 Communities are
following up the launch of COLORADO
2000 and the statewide teleconference by
holding community town meetings to
begin developing a strategy and a report
card for measuring progress toward the
goals.

A LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 was
formed August 16 by the Lehigh Valley
Business-Education Partnership.

A TheBrenham Education Strategy

Team introduced AMERICA 2000 to
Brenham, Texas. The team plans to adopt
the National Education Goals and creaic a
New American School.

A The New American Schoois Devel-

opment Corporation met August 26 and
27 in the first of three design conferences
to solicit input on the bidding process the

corporation will use to select design teams.
The teams will help communities create
“break the mold” schools for tomorrow’s
students. More than 500 scholars, business
people, civic leaders and educators
attended the first session. A second will be
held Sept. 13 in Los Angeles.

For more information about the design
competition, write the corporation at 1000
Wilson Boulevard, Suite 2710, Arlington,
Virginia 22209.
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NUMBER 2, WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 1991

MERICA2000.

US. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A Sampling of News Excerpts on AMERICA 2000 and Related Subjects

From The Omaha World Herald,

Sept. 5, 1991

Cabinet Members Carry
Praise, Pleas to Schools

Presidential Cabinet memhers recelved a
short course in Omaha educational programs
Thursday as locai and federal authorities
launched efforts to achieve President Bush’s
education goals.

Education Secretary Lamar Alexander and
four Cabinet colieagues spent the morning vis-
itinginnovativeeducation programsin Omaha,
a city touted by Bush as a model for others.

“We're impressed with what you’re doing,”
Alexander told Gov. Nelson and Mayor Mor-
gan.

The Cabinet secretaries watched and par-
ticipated in varjous Innovative programs

around the city.

Transportation Secretary Samuet Skinner
attended classes in engineering and technology
at North High School.

Labor Secretary Lynn Martin joined stu-
dents at Metropolitan Community College’s
Fort Omaha campus for discussions on job
Interviewing and the working world.

Housing and Urban Development Secretary
Jack Kemp examined the educational efforts of
South Side Terrace public kousing.

Agriculture Secretary Edward Madigan
taught a class at Sacred Heart Catholic School.

From The Washington Post Sept. 6, 1991

In Miami Beach, an experiment
with the classroom atmosphere

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. — At South Pointe Elemen-
tary School, the desks are never sligned in neat
rows. No classroom is completely walled off. All

Many of the reforms at work

in American achools are on a

amaller scale than {n the past:

A
a—
Am—
—\.‘*\‘
OMAHA2000

The Omaha 2008 logo. Omaha
and the state have agreed tocarry
out the America 2000 plan.

From The Washington ’lmes Sept 6, 1991

First lady
delights

a school
audience

ELLICOTT CITY — The Bushand
Schasfer administrations sent two of

County elementary school yesterday
% heap praises on new education ini-
tiatives

Mrs. Bush, the governor and a
hoat of Cabinet-level officials visited
Ellicott City to praise Maryland's
education program, an outgrowth of
the president’s America 2000 plan.

Mr. Schaefer took hia Schools for
Success proposals and adapted them
ning the praise of the Bush adminis-
tration. The & ryland program in-
cludes increaaing parental
involvement making schools
more accouniable by giving them
periodic report cards.

From The Lewiston Sun-Journal,
Sept. 4, 1991

McKeman kicks
off Maine 2000’

LEWISTON — Maine joined
ColoradoMonday as amodel for
a new national effort to remake
how American children are edu-
cated by the siant of the next
century as Gov. John R.
McKeman ushered in the Maine
2000 program.

After President George Bush
urged Lewiston High School st~
dentstosethighergoalsandcalled
for parents to become more in-
volved in education, McKeman
said the Maine 2000 program will
unite “sometimes disjointed ef-
forts” to provide the quality edu-
cation needed for Maine and the
nation to compete in world mar-
kets.

McKeman, along with U.S.
Education Secretary Lamar Al-
exander and Maine education
leaders, met with reponters inthe
high school following the
president’s speech to call atten-
tion to Maine 2000, an offshoot
of Bush’s new national program,
America 2000

But McKeman and Maine
Education Commissioner Eve
Bither said they hope such
changes can be implemented at
“minimal” cost.

Bither said state reforms
adopted in 1984 werea first step,

classrooms have a television set, computer, tele-
puone and a rocking chair {n the cotner.

Each student at South Pointe will be assigned to
one of four “communities,” a school within the
school, and spend sll of his or her slementary
yoars there. “Wge want to have an atmosphere like
home,” said Beta Rosenthal, a thirdgrade

South Points opens here today under joint
management of the Dade County School Board
and Bducation Alternatives Inc., a for-profit com-

Educators have shifted from
trying 10 change ths system to
changing schoois one at a time.

Prasident Bash has incorporated the school-by-
achool approach into his education plan, which
seaks buginess support to design 1S model schools
suitable for the next century. A separats compo-
nent of the plan, announced in April, proposes
more immediate federal funding of more than 535
clil:in( schools d;h:tdw&nld become models. of

ona recent e growing popularity
tal scheols,

and the Maine 2000 program re-
flects a “more sophisticated ef-
font" to continue improving edu-
cation.

As of Aug. 30, the state had
designated 18 school systems as
Maine 2000 communities/
schools. Theyinclude Lewiston,
School Administrative District
#36 in Livermore Falls and SAD
15 in Gray.

These systems have created
teams to coordinate efforts to
improve their curriculum,
adopted the six national goals set

based in Minnesota. But the partnership, experimen mors than 500 educators,

to be a first {n public consultants end business representatives . ut-
education, is not the only radi. tended a conference in Arlington, Va, last week
cal experiment in the clasgroom for information on schools for the next
Q  the 199152 school year be- century. Because of the interast, two more confer-

FR]Cos

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ences ars planned.

4

by Bush in his America 2000
strategy and began designating
strategies to mee! those goals.
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From Parade Magazine, Sunday, Aug. 25, 1991

WHAT CAN YoU D0 IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

Here are some suggestions from Secretary of Education Lamar Alexander:

START WITH YOUR OWN CHILDREN. Have you spent 15 minutes in a conversation

+» with your child today (the national average)? Read to the child? Discussed right

and wrong and religion? Played together? Gone somewhere together? Listened? Higped?
Checked on homewark? School attendance? Monitored {and [imited)} TV watching?

FIND OUT HOW CHILDREN—ESPECIALLY YOURS—ARE GROWING UP YODAY.
« Go sit in the back of a classroom, quintly, for three hours (ask permission first, of
course}. Visit the juvenile judge, the hospital neonatal care center, the police station.
Watchsxhunsofcabletelevmmomby.im . i
cluding MTV. Visit your child's teachers, awi then
compare notes.

ASK YOUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL THESE QUES-
s TIGNS: is this school drug-free? Vislence-
free? What are your goals? Your academic stand-
ards? Do you have a report card that measures
to world-class standards how well my child is
learning English, math, science, history, geog-
raphy? How are the social needs of the children
met so they do not hecome a barrier tc improv-
ing academic ackievement?

ASK YOUR LOCAL SCHOCL BCARD: Do | have

» a chaice of schools? Is my school apea from .
6 a.m. to 6 p.n. and in the summer for those their child's school, says Alexander.
who want i{? Have you adopted the Natiomal Education Goals (see page 7) for this com-
munity’s schools? What are you doing abost implementing these goals? How can | help?

HELP YOUR COMMUNITY. Accept President B.sh's challenge to make your school

» district an America 2000 Community, which means: 1) Adopt the National Educa-

tion Goals. 2] Develop a community-hased strategy to meet those goals. 3} Develop a

report card to measure progress toward those goals. 4) Create at least one of the New

Generation of American Schools. For more on how to do this, call 1-800-872-5327 (in
Washington, D.C., call 401-2000).

’

i
M
§
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From the Tulsa World, Auqust 24, 1991

Tulsa Named
America
2000 City

Tulsa became the second America 2000 city in the
nation Friday during avisit by U.S. Educaton Secretary
Lamar Alexander.

Jim Bames, chief executive of Mapco, and Dave
Henischel chief executive of Occidental Petroleurn and
Gas Corp., will head Tulsa 2000.

While in Tulsa, Alexander talked to parents and
students at the Student Training and Reentry Center, *
Star Center, at Tulsa Vo-Tech’s | emley Campus.

The program includes a nine-week program ror
dropouts that gives the former students training anc
counseling to get them back in school or in the work
place, said Director Leslie Hale.

StarCenterprograms are among several areaprojects
credited with lowering the Tulsa area dropout rate. said
U.S. Senator Don Nickles. He noted the number of
dropouts in Tulsa County fell more than 40 percent
last year.

From The Tennessean, August 30, 1991

Stars, students say
dropouts off key

Country stars, governmentofficials and studentscelebrated
yesterday the debutof Let' s Open Up Our Hearts, arecording
whose proceeds will benefit many students in the United
States, but not in Tennessee.

Moxiey from the sale of the video or recording will goto the
Cities In Schools program, the largest non-profitorganization
in the nation devoted to preventing siudents from dropping
out. The program, which includes 30,000 students, is not yet
used by school systems in Tennessee.

“T was tired of people talking about what we had to do, but
nobody was doing it,” says Hoss Bumns, the WSIX disc jockey
who founded project HOSS (Help Our Schools Survive).

He got music industry friends together and they donated
time, talentand equipment to make the record, which includes
solos by Garth Brooks, K.T.Oslin, George Jones, Lee Green-
wood and many others.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

AMERICA 2000
NEWS IN BRIEF...

President to Address Students

On October 1, President Bush will
speak to the natio:'s school chil-
¢iren about the six National Educa-
tion Goals. The address will be
televi-ed live nationally by CNN
and PBS and broadcast by Mutual
Broadcasting and NBC Radio at
12:10 p.m. EDT from Alice Deal
Junior High School in Washington,
D.C. The nation’s school principals
have been notified of the address
and are urged to broadcast it vié
television or through the school's
public address system.

The nation'’s governors have been
invited to follow the President's
broadcast with one of their own.

First Ladv and AMERICA 2000
During the past two weeks, First
Lady Barbara Bush has participated
in three AMERICA 2000 activities—

the kickoff of MAINE 2000 on
September 3, the launch of MARY-
LAND 2000 on September 5 and an
AMERICA 2000 daily conference
call on September 11. During the
call, she asked Dr. James Comer of
Yale University how he is able to
gain the support of families who
belong to the Comer Schools—
more than 150 model schools that
focus on the developmental needs
of low-achieving chiidren. Comer
said, “We created a governance
and management team that brought
parents, teachers, and administra-
tion all together.” Comer added that
they planned a comprehensive
school plan for that entire year, and,
in working together, developed a
stake in it.

AMERICA 2000,

Community by Community
A Conversation with AMERICA 2000 Community Leaders

On Tuesday, September 10, several
AMERICA 2000 community leaders from
Tennessee, Nebraska and Colorado, spent
a day in Washington as participants in the
shooting of a new Department videotape
on how to organize AMERICA 2000
communities.

During a break in the shooting, Bill
Gibbons, Nancy Bogatin and Allan Wade
(MEMPHIS 2000); Connie Speliman and
Thomas Harvey (OMAHA 2000); and
Cathie Zarlingo (COLORADO 2000)
joined U S. Secretary of Education Lamar
Alexander and other Depariment officials
in a lunchtime discussion about organizing
AMERICA 2000 Communities.

Following are excerpts from discus-
sions during the day’s activities:

On Getting Started. ..

Catkie Zarlingo: Our directive in
Colorado came from Gov. Roy Romer,
who was chairman of the govemors’ panel
on education. We decided this was a
worthwhile opportunity for communities
from the grassroots on up to look at the
educational goals to adapt them the best
way that they could for each community.
We pulled together religious leaders, the
hispanic community, the black community
— everyone we could — into a steering
committee. Our focus was goal by goal.
We came up with a list of people who
could impact each goal. We came up with
about three hundred people to go into the
govemor’s teleconference that he held this
summer. And through that teleconference
we asked people to step forward and help
on these goals. So our impetus came from

the top down — through the governor —
but it is now also coming up from the
grassroots movement. It’s going up and
mushrooming,

Bill Gibbons: (In Memphis) we're
planning a conference to be held in
October — the first of three community-
wide meetings. We hope to come up with a
final strategy within a year.

Connie Speliman: Omabha is riding high
from our recent kickoff. People have
called from all over the community saying,
‘“We want to be involved. How can we be
involved?” Our steering committee — a
cross section of the community — has
already decided that the challenge is to
keep the momentum going, to hamess the

—— = SN
““We think the most
important thing
about becoming an
AMERICA 2000
community is that it's
an evolving process.”

energy that’s been created. 'We've found
that we've been doing some things well in
the community, and there are other things
we'll have to focus on in larger discussions
— forums — to think through. I just
spoke to the Nebraska Chamber of
Commerce to tell how Omaha became first
in Nebraska to join AMERICA 2000 and
how it can spread across the state.

See Community, page 3




NEWS IN BRIEF, continued ...

AMERICA 2000 Conference Call

The AMERICA 2000 five minute
daily conference call, launched on
September 4, is off and running.
The calls take place at 11:55 a.m.,
EDT each weekday. To listen in,
call (202) 736-2300.

Cabinet Members Help Launch
NEBRASKA and OMAHA 2000
On September 5, Secretary
Alexander and four other members
of the President's cabinet joined
Gov. Benjamin Nelson, Mayor P.J.
Morgan and a bipartisan coalition of
Nebraska civic leaders in launching
NEBRASKA and OMAHA 2000. The
five cabinet members participating
in the event were Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development
Jack Kemp; Secretary of Agricul-
ture Edward Madigan; Secretary of
Labor Lynn Martin; and Secretary of
Transportation Samuei Skinner.

Second Design Conference Held

On September 13, six hundred
people met in Los Angeles for the
second of three conferences to
discuss the New American Schools
design process. The first conference
was held August 26-27 in Arlington,
Virginia.

On August 26, PBS sponsored a
live interactive videoconference in
more than 32 _cities. Participants
discussed the involvernent of the
New American Schools Develop-
ment Corporation in AMERICA
2000.

Governor Launches AMERICAN
SAMOA 2000 Kickotf

During an August 30 cerermony
announcing AMERICAN SAMOA
2000, Governor Peter Coleman said
that to improve education “each
individual, every organization and
every community must join in
making education American

AMERICA 2600 Hotline

We're ready to help. As of September 17, the hotline has received 22,773 calls
requesting information about AMERICA 2000,

Samoa’s number one priority.” The
Governor urged every community to
accept the President’s four part
challenge and become AMERICA
2000 Communities.

Grant Announced for World Class
Sclence Standards

During the AMERICA 2000 confer-
ence call, September 16, Lamar
Alexander announced a $500,000
grant to establish world class stan-
dards in science education. The
grant will go to the National Re-
search Council of the National
Academy of Sciences and the
National Academy of Engineering.
According to Secretary Alexander,
the grant “will bring together the
nation’s leading science crganiza-
tions and distinguished educators to
develop new standards and assess-
ment approaches in science for
grades kindergarten through 12."
Similar standards are being set for
math by the Natonal Council of
Teachers of Mathematics.

MINNESOTA 2000 Begins

Sacretary Alexander joined Gover-
ncr Arne Carison for the kickoff of
MINNESOTA 2000 on September 12.
In a speech during the event, Gover-
nor Carlson said, “It's absolutely
essential that we give our chiidren
every single opportunity we can for
educational success.” During his visit,
Alexander toured New Vistas School,
developed in partnership with
Honeywell, Inc., and municipal and
community agencies. The school
provides pregnant teens and teenage
mothers with academic coursework,
parenting training, day care and
health services.

DELAWARE 2000 Launched
Nearly 700 people attended kickoff

ceremonies for DELAWARE 2000.

During the kickoff, Delaware Gover-

1-800-USA-LEARN
In D.C. Metropolitan Area
(202) 401-2000

nor Michael Castle said that DELA-
WARE 2000 calls on every persoii in
Delaware to help ensure that “chil-
dren receive an education that works
for them and that will in turn aliow
them to successfully work in a very
competitive and demanding world.” A
DELAWARE 2000 rally was heid at
William Henry Middle School. The
school, which employs a team
approach to instruction, has attracted
substantial support from local busi-
nesses.

COLORADOQ 2000 Moving Ahead

During a recent meeting of the
COLORADO 2000 COMMUNITIES
CONGRESS, approximately 1200
people came to Denver to establish
criteria that would designate a
qualifying community as a COLO-
RADO 2000 COMMUNITY. The
Congress also gained more support
for the adoption of the goals by as
many businesses, agencies and
organizations as possible. Governor
Roy Romer said that the next stage
would be to encourage the communi-
ties to broaden their involvement and
communication.

Maryland to Issue Report Card

Maryland is planning to issue a
report card on November 12, which
will show the performance of every
Maryland school. MARYLAND 2000
was launched on September 5 wien
First Lady Barbara Bush and four
senior Bush Administration officials
Jjoined Maryland Governor William
Donald Schaefer in day-long
activities. The four senior Bush
Administration officials were Secre-
tary of Health and Human Services
Louis Sullivan; Secretary of Energy
James Watkins; Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency
William Reilly; and Deputy Secretary
of Education David Kearns.
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America 2000 Community by
Community, continued

Thomas Harvey: What we’ve done in
North High School (Omaha) for now is
to take inventory of things we’ve done in
the past that work and plug them in. And
at the same time, we're putting a new
focus on outcomes and a timeline for
what we want to achieve by the year
2000—five months from now. We've put
together a school improvement plan that
will help us do well in a number of
places. As for a report card, North High
School’s and the district's report cards
will be outcome based.

—

“As communities
make progress, we
need to share infor-
mation with other
communities.”

On Getting Help. ..

Nancy Bogatin: As communities make
progress, we need to share information
with other cominunities. We need to get
on a network as soon as possible. It
would give some cohesion to all of the
efforts nativnally. There are some things
that stand out there that really work. And
everyone of us will, of course, adjust
those to local demand.

Allan Wade: One suggestion is to have
someone be a receptor for all the various
strategies out there — through the
Depantment’s staff support. For example,
when we're tackling goal one, we need (o
know about the approaches other
communities used.

Bill Gibbons: It's important for the
federal government to continue to give us
good staff support. Also it’s important
for federal officials simply to serve as a
catalyst by making an appearance at a
strategic time.

Allan Wade: I would have .0 say the
most important help we can receive is to
learn about the types of strategies already
in existence that are being implemented
in communities across the country.
Having to invent things from the ground
up will be time-consuming and difficuit.
Tom (Harvey), you should say something
about the strategy you have in Omaha to

ERIC
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increase math and science proficiency
(Goal 4]. That kind of thing I'm
talking about — something that he’s
actually doing that we in Memphis
wouldn’t have any idea about.
Thomas Harvey: We've said to the

“I don't think any-
one can be against
people shaping their
own destinies. And
that's what
AMERICA 2000 is
all about.”

math teachers that math has to be
taught from a practical standpoint,
from an enthusiasm standpoint. Every
child should visit businesses and do
things to understand why math is
important. We have business partmers
— successful people in the community
to help show this in various areas.
Also we’re showing how math is used
in other subjects — social studies,
geography, environment, biology. So
we've tried to integrate math across
the board. Whereas students had been
leaving math after two years, we now
expect them to continue math, because
we have been doing things to influence
them and excite them about the
subject. About 30 perc:nt used to go
on in math after the second year; now
that figure is over 90 percent among
those in the program. They're staying
in math because we have made it
exciting — we're showing purpose for
math.

On Challenges Ahead. ..

Allan Wade: I think the biggest
resistance communities will face is
lack of understanding about what
AMERICA 2000 really is. What I
emphasize is that it’s a strategy and
has broad-based public support.
People will support it once they realize
that they can actually shape the destiny
of the outcome if they’re involved —
but can’t make a difference if they’re
notinvolved. That message needs o
be out front. Idon’t think anyone can
be against people shaping their own
destinies. And that’s what AMERICA

2000 is all about.

Bill Gibbons: As for costs, right now
Memphis has a $150,000 budget. Most of
that is for hiring an additional staff person,
printing, mailing, renting facilities we need
to use, and so on. And that’s just for the
year ahead.

Nancy Bogatin: That doesn’t include
programs — anything that needs to be
done to help reach the goals. We’re not
talking about that now. Right now we
need to get the process going — a strategy
in place. We need to pull people into the
effort, then we'll get the money.

Connie Spellman: I don't think the
resources for the strategy will necessarily
be new money.

On Measuring Resuits. . .

Bili Gibbons: As for measuring results,
the way we're approaching it is from the
ground up. We're creating a task force to
address that specific problem. We're
going into it without any preconceived
notions about how to do it. We could use
some advice — some expertise — on how
to get a handle on this.

Connie Spellman: We think the most
important thing about becoming an
AMERICA 2000 community is that it’s an
evolving process. It will take each
individual community addressing its own
needs.

“Right now we need to
get the process going—
a strategy in place.”

—— ———

Thomas Harvey: Communities need to
assess what expertise they have within
their community to address their needs. I
don’t think we can go beyond that today.
Connie Spellman: One of the things that
we're discovering is that there are a great
number of groups and organizations in
Omaha that are dealing with some of the
challenging issues in education. So one of
the first things we're try:ng to do is to
identify and inventory who's doing what
— and to overiay on that the national
goals. What are we already addressing and
where are the gaps? What strategies can
we use to fill those gaps? We've found
that there are a great many things going on
that are very exciting. So how do we

See Community, next page




America 2000 Community by
Community, continued

coordinate all this? How do we work
toward the measurement and
accountability assessment — our ability to
know whether we’ve reached the goals?
That’s where we've discovered the
Department of Education. Also, Nebraska
has developed high performance leaming
models. We want to geta school to
develop a strategic plan based on the goals
that provides objectives that they can be
held accountable for,

Bill Gibbons: There’s an important
distinction between developing a

strategy and getting into programs.
Communities need to avoid getting into
all this stuff about programs and funding
of programs. We need to be focusing on a
strategy. I've been bombarded with phone
calls from peopie who want to come by
and tell me what they're doing. I say,
“We're not going to endorse ariy specific
program. We';e not going to do that.
Right now, we're focusing on a strategy.”
Lamar Alexander: As far as what the
Department can offer as support, one of
the problems we have is that we're
dealing with the whole country, and we
don’t have that big of a staff for support.
On the other hand, there are a lot of other
groups who are willing to be involved
with us — like the elementary principals,
the Chamber of Commerce. So, it occurs
to me that we might have a large team of
people who can be like midwives, maybe,
who can help people through this process.
Another way to do this is to have regional
meetings that are convenient — where
you could come for a day and say, “We're

Notes. ..

doesn't, start it.
and Quotes. . .

America 2000 state,”

solutions.”

A As of mid-September, hundreds of communities have expressed interest in
AMERICA 2000 and are organizing steering committees to become AMERICA
2000 Communities. Several communities, such as Memphis and Omaha, have
already launched AMERICA 2000 activitics. Ten states or territories are already
working to support AMERICA 2000 communities. They include Colorado,
Wyoming, Oregon, American Samoa, Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, Minnesota,
Delaware, and Vermont. If your community has a 2000 committee, join it. If it

A According to an editorial, September S, in the Garden City Telegram, Kansas:
“The best thing the [Kansas] Legislature could do would be to declare Kansas an

A If we can't manage to substantially improve the condition of our schools in
urban schoc” districts, I think the public will understandably lonk to altematives,”
said Dr. Adam Urbanski, president of the Rochester Teachers Association. 1
think that we arc in desperate need. Radical problems indeed require radical

(AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call, September 18)

at this stage” and, if nothing else, just sit
down with other people wito are going
through the same thing and talk it through.
I'm thinking there are three ways to help:
One is through newsletters and videos.
Two, we might get a group of our own
Department people and others to provide a
support system. And, three, a broader
menu of regional meetings. I don’t know
whether people have the moey to come to
those or whether that would be a waste of
time. What would you think?

Nancy Bogatin: Travel expense and the

time involved is too much for face-to-face
meetings. A cable link could be set up for
teleconferences.
Connie Spellman: There's all kinds of
ways to do this, And a regional confer-
ence that people could drive to would be
good. I'kmow what I've leamed today —
talking to people — has a greater effect.
For a copy of the transcript from the
September 10 luncheon, contact the
AMERICA 2000 office, U.S. Department
of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20202-0498
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AMERICA 2000
NEWS IN BRIEF...

Governor Martin Launches NORTH
CAROLINA 2000

“It's time for us to redesign our
education system for the next cen-
tury,” said Gov. James G. Martin (R)
in launching NORTH CAROLINA
2000, September 27, Gov. Martin
was fjoined by Secretary Alexander at
the kickoff at the Governor's Business
Awards in Education luncheon.

“We challenge local leaders to
develop community action teams
dedjcated to implementing schoo!
reform based on the specific educa-
tional needs unique to their commu-
nity," said Martin. “The nation’s goals
are the beginning of a process
designed to involve every citizen in
every community of every state in a
national effort to give our children a
world class education.”

Vermont Mounts Green Mountain
Challenge

On September 20, Governor
Howard Dean (D) of Vermont an-
nounced the Green Mountain Chal-
fenge, Vermont's AMERICA 2000
initiative.

Secretary Alexander joined Gover-
nor Dean at Champlain Valley Union
High School for a rally to announce
the Green Mountain Challenge, which
is Vermont's commitment to reinvent
its schools by emphasizing core
subjects and measuring performance
through assessment. “What the
assessments do is pinpoint exactly
where the breakdowns are...and then
we can adjust curricula to take
advantage of the student’s specific
information,” said Gov. Dean in an
AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference
Call, September 18.

See Newe, page 2

Governors Release First Goals Report

The nation must lravel a long way to reach
the six national education goals, according to
a new report issued by the National Educa-
tion Goals Panel on September 30. The
bipartisan panel is made up of six governors,

goals,"” said Colorado Govemor Roy
Romer (D), outgoing chairman of the
panel. “Our students are not world-class,
and we recognize it,” said South Carolina
Gov. Carroll A. Campbell Jr. (R), the new

{our Administragon of-

chairman. Most of the

ficials and four mem-

bers of Congress.
According to the re-

port, fewer than onc in

“People don’t want to
spend more money for

nation’s governors also
released reports on
their states’ sta.us in
reaching the nadonal

five students can be the status quo, they goals. “To be truly
consideredcompetentin - want reforms and world-class, we have a
mathematics,  and : ) lot of work atiead of
American students rank lmprovements. us,"” said Missouri Gov.
“significantly behind Gov. John Ashcraft John Ashcroft (R).

their peers” in othe, ad-

“People don't want to

vanced countries in sci-

ence. Data supporting the report found that

U.S. students lost ground during the 1970s

and 1980s but regained that ground by 1990.
“We now have a baseline, and we have a

decade-long commitment by the President

and 50 govemors io move towards the

spend more money for
the status quo, they want reforms and
improvements.”

The report is the first of its kind to
measure state and national progress toward
the goals, established by the President and
the nation's govemnors in 1990.

What Works for Students

During a September 27 news corference announcing National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP) data relating to the National Goals Report, Assistant Secretary
Diane Ravitch, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, observed that
research points to what works in the schools:
Among sorme of the other things we know from the research is that students do
better in school when they do homework. Students do betterin school when
there is good class work, which involves hands-on instruction in all subject
areas. Students do better in school when there is parental involvement; they do
better in school when there is more time engaged in leamning, which often means
a longer school day and often means a longer schoal year. They certuinly do
better in schools that are drug free and violence free. They do better when they
have teachers who are well trained and teachers who have the respect of the
community.
We know all of these things, and I think that the main message that I would like
to irmpart is that we would make a very serious mistake if we came away from
this news conference saying, “good news, we'te back o where we were in
1970." I would say, “good news, the trend is up but theze is no call for compla-
cency here. We have only come back to where we were in 1970, and in 2 world
that has changed very dramatically since 1970, we should not be safisfied. We
should be aiming to preparc our kids for the 21st century and not for a world
that we have left behind.” )

iy




NEWS IN BRIEF, continued ...

Tips From a Blue Ribbon Recipient
Dr. Robert Hendricks, superinten-
dent of the Flowing Wells School
District in Tucson, Arizona, was among
representatives of 222 public and
private secondary schools who visited
Washington to receive a 1990-91 Blue
Ribbon Schools Award, .iepr,ember 25,
Six of the seven cchoolsiin, X
Hendricks' district have been récog
nized as Blue Ribbon Schools in his
nine years as superintendent. -During
an AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference
Call the day of the ceren'jany, Deouty
Secretary David Keams &'ked him
how Tucson did it. Hendficks said: -

We begin with clead rated
measurable goa!> ¥, i éxtehsive
tralning and frequenép' gation. '
We've aggressively ¥rr faged the

investment of parents, bu ess,
the entire commun/ry‘
emphasi.e. . 'ig Sé
students galn satzs

well done. .

that
majob

l

Public Supports Natlonal
According to a new Hamf
about 85 percent of Americans
favor the development of flatio
standards in education. The poll, '~
released in late September by Louis **
Harris and Associates, surveyed 2,44€
employers, college and vocational  *'
school educators, students, parents -

and the general public. '

Harris also found that, while employ-
ers and educators are dissatisfied with
student performance, parents think
their children are doing well. About 12
percent of employers and 18 percent
of educators consider recent high
school graduates able t¢ write well.

On the other hand, 66 percent of the
recent graduates polled and 56
percent of their parents said students
write weil. Similar discrepancies were
found in mathematics achievement.
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Watch For... t
INDIANA 2000, October 3 P
LAS CRUCES (NM) 2000 Ocrober 7 - .
EL PASO 2000, October 8 4 AMERICA 2000 Hotline
WESTERN WISCONSIN.2000 : L * We're ready to help. As of September 30, the hotline has received
October 14 o ] 25,200 calls requesting information about
GEORGIA 2000, Octobegz B %E " AMERICA 2000.
RICHMOND (VA) 2000, Cgtobet22. " | |
MASSACHUSETTS 2000kctoberé4 ;- 1 1?20535 A'LE;"‘RN
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Bush Urges Students to ‘‘Take Control”’

ln'é'i televised address to the nation’s
school children, October 1, President

During his address, the President

observed that children from all over the
George Bushcalled District of Columbia
on all students to petition to go to Deal
takccontrol of their . Junior High “because
own cducation — ‘What you do here parents know this school
challenge them- will have conse- works.” He praised the

s€lves, demand
discipline, and seek
help from parents,
fricnds, and the

whole lives.”

quences for your

school's award-winning
“Math Counts” team
which took college-
cntrance CXams on an

community.

“Everything
comes down to you," said President Bush in
addressing a classroom of 8th grade students
at Alice Deal Junior High School in Wash-
ington, D.C. “The real world doesn't begin
somewhere clse — and some time in the
distant future. The rcal world starts right
here. What you do here will have conse-
quences for your whole lives....Make it your
mission to get a good education.”

experimental basis last
year. “Some of them
scored well enough to get into college
right now,” the President said. *“You've
got the brains. Now ‘put them to work—
certainly not for me, but for you.”

As of Monday, September 30, at Jeast
12 govemors had expressed interest in
following the President’s speech with onc
of their own to students in their state.




On Sepiember 6, the Minnesosa Education Association (MEA }—the state’s largest teacher organization — joined with the Minnesoia
Business Partnership, the Minnesota Department of Education and Gov. Arne Carison (R) to cosponsor MINNESOTA 2000. O Sepiember

12, MINNESOTA 2000 was launched. Following is the text of MEA President Robert E. Astrup’s article in the August issue of the MEA
ADVOCATE, “How Can We Meet the Challenge?”

MINNESOTA

EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ADVOCATE

How can we meet the

challenge?

Bob Astrup, president

COMMENTARY

New, improved, redesigned,
exciting, more cffective — all words
that describe how public schools will
look in the future.

One thing is certain - - our schools
are changing. Change comes in many
forms. Just as the destruction of the
Berlin Wall changed the face of
intemational relations and the develop-
ment of lasers provided new methods
of medical treatment, our schools are
evolving and modifying to meet the
expectations of a global society in
which citizens must — for survival —
set higher standards for themselves in

both their work and personal lives.

The schools you and I attended as
children exist now only in our memories.
They have been replaced by schools
whose libraries are media centers which
require the most up-to-date technological
resources. Our arithmetic classes are
now mathematics courses with special-
ized curriculum problem-solving and
critical thinking techniques. And
today’s science classes teach not only
about plants, animals, air and water but,
also, how we can preserve these
resources for future generations. Our
public schools are at the heartof the
most far-reaching changes occurring in
American society today.

President Bush's educatior initiative,
America 2000, goes even furtherin
outlining long-range plans at the national
level designed to improve our nation’s
public schools. America 2000 will
encourage flexibility in school adminis-
tration and decision making; use
contrbutions from the business commu-
nity to fund research and development
tcamns to help design *“a new generation
of American schools;” focus attention on
the needs to increase adult literacy and
job skills for all Americans; and improve
community support to create climates
that encourage leaming anc success.

“New American Schools” is more
than a lofty concept. President Bush has
proposed to Congress that at least 535
New American Schools — including
one in each congressional district in the
nation — be in place by 1996. These
schools will be located in communities
that pledge cooperation and support;

have a system of assessment that uses a
variety of community-identified
indicators of success; and endorse the
six national goals for education. The
national goals, developed by the
nation’s governors znd supported by the
Minnesota Education Association and
the National Education Association, sct
standards for the year 2000 in curricu-
lum, graduation levels, readiness for
school, adult literacy, and safe, drug-free
schools. Attainment of thesc goals is
essential if the United States is
maintain its standard of living.

But why wait for the rest of the nation
to get in step? Why not create “Minne-
sota 2000 — innovative ways to
rethink and redesign schools to provide
cducation based on identified needs of
our students and communities in which
they live?

Our schools, teachers and community
members need to reconsider what
schools can and should be doing. We
know we must assume greater responsi-
bility and take an active part by becom-
ing more involved in restructuring our
schools.

If the Bush Administration proposal is
approved, Minnesota can look forward
to eight New American Schools. But
there's no reason why we can’t begin
now to cncourage hundreds of New
Minnesota Schools where tcams of
teachers, students, parents, business
leaders and community members would
develop improvement plans for educa-
aon.

The students who take responsibility
for their learning, the parents who
support and encourage them, the
community and business leaders who
advocate for excellence in education and
the teachers who modify traditional
methods to meet new needs are all
essential to the creation of the new
generation of American schools.

Just as society grows, changes and
adapts, so must its institutions. As this
new school year unfolds, you may be
asked to participate — as a parent,
student, business or community leader,
or educator — in new and exciting
ventures in your community’s schools.
[ urge you to take the tme to get
involved. After all, the year 2000 is just
around the comer.




NEWS iN BRIEF, continued ...
Okilahoma City Moves Toward

Notes and Quotes...

A Help for Drug-Free Schools

AMERICA 2000

“We are taking decisive steps
towards becoming an AMERICA 2000
school district and community!” said
Dr. Arthur Steller, superintendent of
the Oklahoma City Public Schools, in a
recent letter to Secretary Alexander.

“[Oklahoma City's] Educational
Round*able overwhelmirgly adopted
the educational goals,” said Steller.
“Each of our 83 individual School
Improvements Teams — committees
made up of community residents,
principals, teachers, staff, business
leaders and parents at each school —
are expected to soon begin developing
the detailed strategies and plans
necessary for adopting and implemsant-
ing the AMERICA 2000 goals at the
school |evel.”

TULSA 2000 was kicked off on
August 23.

59 Principals Honored

On September 23, fifty-nine princi-
pals were named as 1991 National
Distinguished Principals. The princi-
pals were honored at an awards
banquet in Washington, D.C., on
October 4.

Sponsored jointly by the U.S.
Department of Education and the
National Association of Elementary
School Principals (NAESF), the
recipients were selected from NAESP
affiliates in all 50 states and the District
of Columbia and by committees
representing private and overseas
schools.

For information on how communities can fight drug use, write: Office of
National Drug Control Policy, Executive Office of the President, Washington,
DC 20500. Fora free copy of “Growing Up Drug Free” or “Schools Without
Drugs,” call: 1-800-624-0100.

Heads Up for Awerican Education Week

November 17-23 is American Education Week. This year’s theme is “Schools
and Communities; Partners for a Strong America,” which offers the opportu-
nity to tie in AMERICA 2000 communities to education activities during the
week.

Money’s Not Enough

“We've increased the state’s (North Carolina’s) funding for our public schools
about 76 percent over a six-year period, and that’s three times the inflation
rate,” said North Carolina Governor James Martin (R). “It was satisfying to say
that we're doing better than had been done before, but..we proved that just 0
put a lot of money into the flow doesn’t solve the problem.... We're going to
have to find ways of holding our local school systems and local school build-
ings accountable for getting results with that money” (AMERICA 2000 Daily
Conference Call, September 25).

Move Awzy from Comfortable Tradition

Mrs. Valerie Woodruff, principal of Middletown High School in Wilmington,
Delaware, where DELAWARE 2000 was launched: “We have to rethink our
goals, we have to move away from very comfortable tradition, but I think that
we know that in order to meet the needs of the children who are comming to us
today, we must change” (AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call, September
19).

Drug-Free Communities

Dr. Herb Kleber, deputy director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy,
on how communities can safeguard their children against drugs: “We want
teachers to receive training in substance abuse education. We want to make
sure that there are appropriate drug education programs in schools and not just
providing knowledge but resistance training. And finaily, schools need to work
not just in isolation, they need to work with parents, with the media and with
community leaders to do an overall comprehensive approach.” (AMERICA
2000 Daily Conference Call, September 20).
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NEWS IN BRIEE..

Hooslers Push INDIANA 2009

On October 8, Govemor Evan Bayh
{0) and State Superintendent of
Pubfie instruction Dean Evans were
joined by First Lady Barbara Bush
and Secretary Alexander to fatnch
INDIANA 2000.

Superintendent Evans has begun a
serfes of 100 town mestings, fointly
sponsored by the Kiwanas Club and
the stale education depastment o
discuiss the national gosis and
develop a kick-off strategy.- About
500 students will heip condiuct the
meetings.

Buting an AMERICA 2000 Daily
Conference Call, Dr. Evans sakd, “We
think we'l get & double-whammy out
of this. Number one, we hope that the
public witt becoms a ot move inter-
ested and knowledgeabie about
INDIANA 2000 and then, secondly,
we think ft's democracy in actfon
because students are roing to

participate in town meeiings.”

Grants Announced

On October 2, the Department
announced $7.6 million in grants to
support new Academies for Teachers
and Academies for School Leaders.
The 18 stata and regional Academies
wil train public and private school
teachers in the five core acadernic
subjects, and provide programs for
schoof leaders to enhance their
affactiveness,

“Thase Academies are essential
parts of the President'’s AMERICA
2000 strategy,” said Secretary
Alexander who made the announce-
ment during the AMERICA 2000 Dally
Confererice Cal,

See News, page 2

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

What AMERICA 2000 Governors
Are Saying. ..

From Vermont’s Green Mountain Challenge to Nebraska's reform from the ground up,
most of ihe nation’s governors have definite ideas about what needs to be done on the

education front. Following are excerpts from AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Calls last
month, featuring governors’ comments on education reform in their states.

Maryland: It Starts in the Family

Gov. William Donald Schaefer (D, MD): “We must blame ourselves for bad schools
and not point the finger at everyone else. I think it actually starts in the family....I've
supported the (National Education) goals and I've taken two of them as my own personal
goals — that is making schools drug-free and preparing all children for schools before they
startin. And, on November 12th, we're going to issue a report card for every Maryland
school showing performance.”

Minnescta; Reform is Everybody’s Job
Gov. Ame Carlson (R, MN): “We’re committed, ope, to make sure that everybody
realizes that education is all of onir responsibility. Secondly, we want to decentralize our
efforts, get more community involvement, more people involved in the entire process.
And, thirdly, we create an stmosphere of reform. The model of our program in Minnesota
is really taken from an old African proverb—that it takes a whole village to educate one
child.”

Nebraska: Reform from the Ground Up

Governor Ben Nelson (D, NE): *“We like very much the program that recognizes that
quality education will begin at the ground and work up rather thar come from the top
down.” :

“We’re expecting to take OMAHA 2000 across the state to encourage ¢ther communi-
ties in Nebraska to participate, based on various programs that they’re undertaking right
now to improve the quality of education within their system.”

Delaware: A New Awakening

Gov. Michael Castle (R, DE): “We're going to issuc our own plan for a new framework
in reform for cducation. I have just about finished visiting all the schools in my state.
We're going to have our national goals report later this year and our own Delaware report
on that. Iseca great reawakening and enthusiasm in education in the United States. We
are capturing that interest in Delaware. Community involvement is vitally important. You
only spend so much time in the schools, and we must pay attention to what’s happening in
the homes and in the commuaity.”

Colorado: State-driven Reform

Governor Roy Romer (D, 0O): We have about 150 out of 170 school districts partici-
pating from the bottom up in COLORADO 2000. We're having a state-wide convention
of all of these folks. So we’ve not only been to the field, we're coming back now to a
statewide conference saying, “Here’s what we think ought to be done in our own commu-
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October 8; During a rafly at Socorre
High School, local civic, education
) mecﬂy"soommmmmaﬁ#w

In discussing EL PASO 2000
during the AMERICA 2000 Dally
Conference Call the same day, Dr.
Diana Nataficio, presiient of the
Universily of Texas at El Paso,
cammented on the roe that universi-
ties can play:

Vermont: Green Mountain Challenge
Gov. Howard Dean (D, VT): “Our Commissioner of Education has done a lot of

assessment work with portfolios and individualized plans to assess, to try to measure how
we can comply with our goals and, of course, the goals of AMERICA 2000, as well. The
exciting thing [about measurement/assessment] is that we will be able to not only see that
we have problems — because we all know that the schools do have problems — but we're
going to be able to tell exactly what we need to do to fix those problems by looking at the
asscssments.”

North Carolina: Better Achievement, Performance
Gov. James Martin (R, NC): “We've got to get away from focusing accountability just
on rules and regulations, restrictions and requirements — and instead focus on getting
better achievement, better performance, better learning from our children. That’s the
objective that counts most of all. We’ve increased the state’s funding for our public
schools about 76 percent over a six-year period...And one of the things that we've found is
that we proved that just to put 2 lot of money into the flow doesn’t sotve the problem.”

Maine: Keeping the Momentum Going
Gov. John McKernan (R, ME): “MAINE 2000 is going to be the shot in the arm that I
think we need if we’re really going to continue the momentum to meet the National
Education Goals....We intend to have Maine Education Day to discuss exactly what the
meaning is of the results [from the first Goals Panel Report].”

Jowa: Building on AMERICA 2000

Gov. Terry Branstad (R, IA): “We're very honored to host the national forum [meeting
of the Naticnal Education Goals Panel in Iowa, October 27-28]. We invited every gover-
por to send a delegation...we expect to have education leaders, governors, chief state school
officers, business leaders from the National Business Roundtable, and I think some of the
best minds in American education, focusing on how we can indeed build this AMERICA
2000 initiative, state by state. And we're very proud that Iowa has a good record in
education, but we know we have a long way to go to be world class competitive.”

Alaska: Change Means Choice

Gov. Walter Hickel (I, AL): “Our situation in Alaska is quite different — arctic and sub-
arctic. Our distances are vast. Transportation is quite limited, and so we have one school
that’s the state’s only public boarding school. And, 86 percent of its school students were
minority or from rural areas....It’s a boarding school that does a lot of hands-on
training....In Alaska, there’s going to be some [educational] change; there’s going to be
some choice. There's going to be a different attitude, more parent involvement, more local
involvement...."”

(The AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call, launched on September 4, is held at 11:55
a.m., EDT each weekday. Call (202) 736-2300 every day and learn more about how
American education is changing, community by community, school by school. )
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

Record Numbers Pian AMERICA 2000
Launches
At least six states and three communitios
have said they will aunch AMERICA 2000
initiatives during the next two weeks, a
record number for any two-week period,
according to the Department's AMERICA
2000 office:
States
MASSACHUSETTS 2000, October 24
TENNESSEE 2000, Ocbber 25
IOWA 2000, October 27-28
KANSAS 2000, Cciober 25
MISSOURI 2000, October 29
ALABAMA 2000, Ociober 31
RICHMOND 2000, Ociober 22
NASHVILLE 2000, Ocober 25
SAN ANTONIO 2000, October 30

Govemnor Miller Kicks-off GEORGIA 2000

On October 18, Governor Zell Miller (D)
launched GEORGIA 2000, the 13t state to
adopt the AMERICA 2000 stralagy.

“'m committed to the Natonal Education
Goals and committed to achieving them in
Georgia,” Governor Miller said. ‘GEORGIA
2000 will work to encourage Georgia
communities in their efforts to make the
national goals a reality at the local level.”

Govermor Miller was joined by Secretary
Alexander who said “GEORGIA 2000 is a
bold, bi-partisan effort that wil help the
state of Georgia lead the way to new and
better schools....”

LOUISIANA 2000 Moves Forward

When Gov. Buddy Roemer (R-LA)
unveiled LOUISIANA 2000 on September
9, he called on Louisianans to unite behind
education reform — community by commu-
nity. “LOUISIANA 2000 is not about me.
It's about us, " said Roemer. “It's about
teamwork and rofling up our sleeves to get
the job done togather.”

One month later, the state has rolled up
its sleavas — moving quickly to organize
AMERICA 2000 communities. The day after

See News, page 2

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

All great ventures begin with a
vision of what could be...

The focus in our school is on the
student — the leamer -— and not the
school. The emphasis is on the leaming
instead of teaching, althoGgh teaching is
more important than ever.

Children move along at their own
pace, and what they need to learn and to
grow drives the school. Real failure,
once thought all but unavoidable for
some, is extremely rare. The children
know that in every school at least one
adult is watching out for them.

Every school board member, parent,
teacher and administrator accepts the
responsibility of seeing to it that every
child entering kindergarten graduates
from high school with an acceptable
level of achievement...

A systemis in place to aid students
who are not progressing satisfactorily.
Those who in the past would have
simply failed are intercepted, at age three
or earlier, to address leaming difficultes.

In our schools, each student masters
essential skills rather than simply
learning about them. The curriculum is
extraordinarily rich. Each child
progresses through a carefully struc-
tured, sequential curriculum of math-
ematics, communication, literature,
history, social science, the arts, science
and technology, and health. Kindergart-
ners are giving book reports before they
can read because their parents have been
reading to them. From the carliest

grades, everyone writes. Pages of

16

Vermont’s Vision of
Education Reform

Vermont's public embrace of AMERICA 2000 on September 20, builds
on the state’s educational reform strategy, “Green Mouniain Challenge,”
which was adopted by the state in 1988. Central lo the state’s strategy
document is Appendix 1, written by Rick Mills, state commissioner of
education, and his siaff. Following are excerpls from the piece, which
outlines Vermont’s underlying philosophy on educational reform:

student writing are taped to every refrig-
erator door in town.

Students don't just write the answers to
math problems. They learn to reason and
communicate mathernatically. Measure-
ment and assessment of student perfor-
mance is continuous and built into the
instructional program.

There are no textbooks. But in most
homes, and in every school room, there are
books cverywhere. Stop a young person
on the street and jammed into ski parkas
and hip pockets are cheap editions of
excellent books. History, novels, classics,
poetry, drama, humor, fantasy. Everyone
reads.

Parents are partners. Teachers commu-
nicate frequenty and directly with them
regarding the student’s progress. They are
involved in the school as aides, advisors,
resource persons and decision-makers.
Citizens own the schools and act as if they
do. Nearly cveryone votes. Most people
in town attend an annual report day to
discuss educational performance and to
witness exhibitions of student work.

School board meetings are sometimes
heated, but the discussions are about
curriculum and how to maintain the
conditions that teaching and leamning
demand.

The business community works closely
with the school, providing support and
opportunities for work-study, employment
and retraining.

The school looks like a community
institution — and it is, but its reach is vast.

See Vermonti next page
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued

the launch of LOUISIANA 2000, Gav.
Roamer met with the state’s school
district supenntendenis 1o ask them io
take the lead in organizing LOUISIANA
2000 community activities. Each was
asked to appoint a LOUISIANA 2000
advisory team, and the teams meton
October 14 at a workshop on organizing
at the community level. The workshop
contained sessions on the natonal
aducation goals, state rasource
contacts, handling the media — and a
special visit from one of the organizers
of COLORADOQ 2000. Lotisiana also
plans to hold a statawide town meeting/
teleconference on December 2.

CORRECTION

Due to a printing emror in last week's
newsletter (“EL PASQ 2000 Under-
way”), the quote attributed to Dr. Diana
Natalicio, president of the University of
Texas at El Paso, was omitied. Cornr
menting on the role that universities can
play in AMERICA 2000, she said: “We
are working...to develop a strategy for
the year 2001 — in our case, o work
with our partners in the schools to
develop strong academic programs at
the middle and high school ‘avels to
enswre that students come & us well
prepared. We see that as our responsi-
bility as well.”

-

Notes and Quotes...

A Two “Firsts” in New Jersey?

Exhibiting a “problem” which more communities should have, Deands Town-
ship and Umion Township both claim to be New Jersey's “first” cOfuMunity
seeking AMERICA 2000 designation. In local news coverage in late Septem-
ber, Dennis did not pinpoint a specific kickoff date, but the town lea-lership )
confirmed that the strategy was adopied by the local government and board of
education. Meanwhile, Union claims that itis first. “Union has been singled
out for years as an innovative district that serves a very broad student popula-
fion,” said Union in briefing material. “Joining the AMERICA 2000 effort will
stimmulate us to capitalize on our past achicvements and strive for even greater
accamplishments.”

OMAHA 2000’s Continued Commitment
In a September 25 letier to Secretary Alexander, Bob Bell, president of the
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce, wrote of the community’s continuing
commitment to OMAHA 2000 after its September § kick off:
“Although the euphoria is going, the partnership (business, education and
government) is stronger than cver and the community is poised to roll upits
sleeves and move forward. We are just now realizing what a great challenge
we have in front of us.... We are convinced that communities of our size can

AMERICA 2000 Hotline |
We're rendy to help. As of October 16, the
hotline has received 27,309 calls requesting

information abeut AMERKCA 2000. . _
. 1.800-USA-LEARN
in D.C. Matropelitax Avest.-. .
(202) 4012008 -

make a difference. where there is good strong partnership in place....”

Vermont, continued

Itis connected to the much wider commu-
nity of all educated people through the
electronic exchange of data, video and
other material. All students tap libraries
from around the nation and, increasingly
the world....

School is no longer part-time, but a year-
round opportunity to leam and releam....
Summer operations include remedial,
tutorial and enrichmen: courses and
activities, especially for younger students.
The school day is flexible to accommodate

.. working studeats. In the evening, the

building is filled with adult courses and
classes to eliminate adult illiteracy.

The teachers are themselves students of
a very demanding profession. Nearly half
have achieved voluntsry certification by
the National Board for Professional
Teaching Standards. Much of the leader-
ship for the educational programs comes
from teachers. They work together in
teams. The teachers and administrators are
constantly changing parts of the school,
amplifying things that work, dropping
thungs that don’t
Fantasy? No. Every element of this
vision already ~xists in a school some-
where in Vermont. But no one has put
it all together. Yo. can:f you choose.
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AMERICA 2000: Six Months Later

AMERICAN
SAMOA

. To be announced soon

Six months after the AMERICA 2000
strategy was unveiled, at least 30 states and
two territories have announced their own
AMERICA 2000 efforts to advance the
National Education Goals, or are planning
an anpouncement within the next few
wecks.

As of October 30, states and territories
that have announced AMERICA 2000
initiatives include: Alaska, Colorado,
Delaware, Georgia, Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
Notth Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania.

Tennessee, Vermont, Wyoming, and
American Samoa. States and territories that
plan AMERICA 2000 announcements
soon include: Alabama, Dlinois, Michi-
gan, Montana, New Hampshire, South
Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Washing-
ton, Wisconsin and Puerto Rico.

Based on a rough survey, most of the
STATE 2000 efforts have several things in
common. They began by adopting the six
National Education Goals and forming a
coordinating team or steering committee.
The teams are bivartisan and typically
include teachers, administrators, civic

i5

leaders, business executives, religious
leaders, law enforcement officials, health
care professionals, legislators, school
board members, union leaders, parents,
students, higher education officials, local
political leaders, foundation and media
representatives, among others. The tzams
are responsible for the development and
launch of statewide crusades that focus on
challenging every community in the state
to work toward the National Education
Goals. As LOCAL 2000 efforts get
underway, most state organizations

See Six Months Later, next page
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

Pennsylvania 2000 Launched

During an October 18 meeting of the
Lehigh Valley Business-Education
Partnership, Govemor Robert Casey (D-
PA) announcsd PENNSYLVANIA 2000.
Casey said he wouid co-chair a state
coalition with a businass leader o be
elected by business mernbers of the

During the meeting of about 60
business keaders and educators, heid in
Ezston, Pennsyiania, Casey said the
coalition should call for improvernent and
reform of the state's educational system,
encourage citizens and cormmunities to
heip the state reach the National Educa-
tion Goals, support partnerships to
strengthen teaching and seek more
federal funding for the state.

LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 Forgss
Ahead

According to Secretary Lamar
Alexander, Lehigh Valley's progress
toward becoming an AMERICA 2000
Community is among the most
advarnced of all AMERICA 2000
efforts.

“l don’t know of any community

that's further along,” said Alexander
during a Lehigh Valley Business-
Education Partnership meeting at the
South Mountain Middle School in
Allentown, October 21. More than
200 local residents attended the
meeting, including U.S. Rep. Don
Ritter, (H-Pa), a forrner Lehigh
Univarsity professor, who helped Kick-
off LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 in August.
Secretary Alexander commended
the partniership for releasing a report
last June with several hundred
recommendations for local school
reform. For example, the recommen-
dations call for raising the mandatory
school age from 16 to 18 and using
more technology in the classroom.

RICHMOND 2000 Launched

On October 22, a coalition of
Richmond business, education and
civic leaders launched METRO
RICHMOND 2000 during a rally at
Hermitage High School,

Kick-off activities featured Mrs.
Jeannie Baliles, chairman of the
Virginia Literacy Foundation and wife
of former Goverrior Gerald Baliles (D-
VA), and Lewis Powsll, Ill. Powell
represented his father, Retired U.S.

Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell,
Jr., honorary chairman of the METRO
RICHMOND 2000 Steering Commit-
tee, who was unable to attend due to
illness.

New American Schoois Corpora-
tion issuss Finai RFP
On October 16, the New American

Schools Development Corporation
(NASDC) unveiled its final request for
propesals (RFP) seeking design
teams to create schools that “help all
students meet world-class standards
in at least five core subjects.” Bids
are due February 14.

NASDC, a private, nonprofit
corporation funded and run by
American business leaders and
others, is set Up to heip provide
designs for AMERICA 2000 Commu-
nities to use in creating their own new
“break-the-moid” new American
schools. The group plans to award a
total of $200 million to design teams
that offer the best five-year design
and development plans.

For additional information, contact
New Amaerican Schools Development
Corporation, 1000 Wilson Bid., Suite
2710, Arlington, Va. 22208.

Six Months Later, continued
plan to provide technical assistance and
support; recognize communities that make
progress toward the goals; and help support
plans for New American Schools.

Hundreds of individual communities, from
Memphis to Omaha, San Antonio to Las

issue of the AMERICA 2000 newsletter.
President Bush announced AMERICA 2000
on April 18.

If your community is planning to organize
a steering committee to join AMERICA 2000,
please send information about your effort to
the AMERICA 2000 Field Office, U.S.

AMERICA 2000 Hotline

We're resdy to help, As of October 23, the
hotline has received 28,964 calls requesting
information about AMERKCA 2008,

.. . 1-800-USA-LEARN

Cruces. are organizing to become of Education, Rm. 4141, 400 in D.C. Metropelitan Arva
AMERICA 2000 Communities. Maryland Ave., SW; Washington, DC Q) #1300

A complete listing of AMERICA 2000 20202. If you have questions, please call
Communities will be included in a future (202) 401-0411.
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Georgia Governor Calls for Bottom-Up Reform

“Top-down simply doesn’t work,” said Gov. Zell Miller (D-
GA) during GEORGIA 2000 kick-off activities on October 18.
He then urged his fellow Georgians “to go home, take the
initiative and organize local 2000 organizations.”

Following are excerpts of Miller’s vision for the state’s
educational reform effort, as outlined during discussions with
the media and others on the day of the kick-off.

I am pleased to announce the formation of GEORGIA
2000....I want to make it very clear that we are not going to
conduct another study. That’s not what this is for. We
already have known and have common ground on many of
the steps that we need to take to improve education — steps
like extending our kindergarten program to 4 year olds to
improve the readiness of kids to school; like addressing the
needs of the whole child through projects like the Family
Connection Project...in Decatur.

GEORGIA 2000 will develop and implement a state-wide
strategy to reach the National Education Goals by the year
2000. We'll spin off local 2000 groups all around this state
who will adopt the state-wide strategy for implementation in
their own commuanities. It might vary some, but largely we
wil! be all working in the same direction. I want to make .t
very clear...that this is not going to compete with the Georgia
Business Council Partnership for Excellence in Education’s
work....In many ways, GEORGIA 2000 will rely on it and will
use the. foundation upon which they have already built. To
assure that we have a close linkage...I have named several key
Partnership leaders to GEORGIA 2000....We will work very

From the Atlanta Journal and Constitution, October 21, 1991
Suggestions for Schools in Georgia

Here are some recurring suggestions made at the "Georgia 2000”
summit for Georgla communities to consider when plotting ways
10 reach the national education goals:

A stdent teachers should be trained in highly successful
cutting-edge schools, not simply any school that will take
them. .

A Parents must be part of the campaign to improve schoois —
and educators need to employ new echniques for bringing
parents in, not turning them off.

A& Upgrading education will take mose meney — but money

alone won't do it. The best approach is first to reform the

system, coordinate existing services and design innovative
plane, then seek government and private funding to carry out
and expand those efforts. '

Higher expectations must be held out for all students.

Learning must be an active process, not one of passively

receiving informaton.

Technology offers promising opportunities and must be part of

any education improvement plan.

There are schools in Georgia and around the nation that

already have answsers to every educational challenge. Data

about those programs reed to be compiled and shared.

> > >

closely together to meet our commoa goal, which is improving
education in this state. See Georgia next page

Massachusetts Governor Calls for Bold Steps

On October 24, Gov. William Weld (R-MA) announced
MASSACHUSETTS 2000, and followed with a statewide
plan designed to increase innovation and accountability.
Included in the governor’s plan are new standardized tests
for students; higher certification standards for teachers; a
statewide core curriculum; and school governance councils
of parents, teachers and principals. Following are excerpts
from the governor’s remarks during the day’s events.

We too want to refocus our education effort in the
Commonwealth.... Today, as we charge toward a new century.
we can’t forget the education of all of our citizens also has to
advance. Improving our schools through innovation and
acoountability is crucial to the future health of this Common-

wealth. We want to join in looking ahead in implementing the goals in
AMERICA 2000 here in Massachusetts....

We need to change. The changes cannot be small or incremental.
because too much is at risk, and time, as measured by a student’s life
in school, is short. We cannot continue the present system wherein
there is no accountability for failure. no reward for success and no
definition of either. We have to take bold steps to change the destiny
of our school children, or we place their future at risk.

To meet these goals, we call on all 351 cities and towns to
become AMERICA 2000 communities.... We want our communi-
ties to embrace the program. Through the AMERICA 2000
program, we will provide the framework for local communities to

See Massachusets next page
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

JOWA 2000 Announced

During a two-day meeting of 600 of
the nation’s leading educators in Des
Moines. Gov. Terry Branstad (R-1A)
unveiled IOWA 2000, a statewide effort
to achieve the National Education Goais.
Branstad said [OWA 2000 is “results-
based” aad would shift the state-imposed
quality control emphasis away from
materials and techniques used by
teachers, to emphasize student achieve-
ment levels.

Branstad announced the initiative at
Drake University at the beginning of the
National Education Forum, a two-day
meeting which focused on state initia-
tives to achieve the National Education
Goals.

NASHVILLE 2000 and
TENNESSEE 2300 Launched

On October 25, Sec. Lamar Alexander
joined Gov. Ned McWherter (D-TN) and
Nashvilie Mayor Phil Bredesen (D) in
announcing NASHVILLE 2000. At least
600 people attended the kick off, held at
Hume Fogg Magnet School.

Gina Lodge, cochairman of NASH-
VILLE 2000, told the participants at the
kick-off: “We want to involve people all
over town — parents, educators, students,
businessmen and women."

During a press conference earlier in the
day, Gov. McWherter and Sec. Alexander
kicked off TENNESSEE 2000.

No More “Business as Usual”

According to Edward B. “Ted” Fiske,
author and former education editor of the
New York Times, AMERICA 2000 has
focused national attention on two impor-
tant things: 1) our schools are a national
problem; and 2) we won't solve it with
“business as usual.” Fiske spoke before a
luncheon meeting of Education Depart-
ment officials on October 23,

Fiske said that there were no new ideas
in “A Nation at Risk,” a report issued in
the 1980s on the state of U.S. education
with recommendations for change. It was
“justan effort to squeeze more juice out of
the orange,” said Fiske. “But itwasa
lemon we were dealing with.” Fiske said
the nation must come up with new ideas,
and AMERICA 2000's New American

Schools initiative does just that.

Georgia, continued

Our schools are doing a lot of things
right and our children are learning a lot
of things, but...the game out there has
changed. We’re demanding more in this
global economy that we live in where we
have to compete not just with the kids
that come from our own state but with
kids that are growing up in Tokyo or
Taiwan.

I bope I'm helping the kids and I hope
I’m helping this nation and this state.

The partisan thing is not important to me at
all. In fact, education, like foreign policy,
the more bipartisan you can make it, the
better, I think.

I hope that what we are going to getis a
petwork around this state of advocates and
people who are going to go back into their
commuanities and explain to people what
AMERICA 2000 and GEORGIA 2000 are
and explain these six goals and belp
explain to them how we can obtain them.

You’re Not Alone....

Do you think you’te entering
uncharted waters with the launch of
your own STATE or LOCAL 2000
initiative? You're not. Others have
been there before and ave willing to
help. Periodically the newsletter will
feature contacts for others interested in
arganizing their own AMERICA 2000
initiatives. This week:

A COLORADO 2000; Office of *he
Gov.; 136 State Capitol, Roow.
111; Denver, CO 8(203; Attn:
Bob Grossman,

A LOUISIANA 2000; Office of the
Gov.; Box 94004; Baton Rouge, LA
70804-9004; Attn: Claudia Fowler.

A NEBRASKA 2000; Department of
Education; Box 94987; Lincoln, NE
68509; Attn: Lorraine Pallesen.

A MAINE 2000; Department of
Education; State House; Station 23;
Angusta, ME 04333; Attn: Mary
Mzjorowicz.

A MINNESOTA 2000; Office of the
Gov.; 121 State Capitol; St. Paul,
MN 55155; Attn: Peder Larson.

Massachusetts, continucd

set goals for themselves. To thatend, I'm
signing an Executive Order, establishing a
MASSACHUSETTS 2000 Commission, a
nonpartisan advocate for changes in public
primary and secondary education. The
Commission will advise communities and
facilitate the implementation of reform and
consist of a 15-member steering commit-
tee. It will be an independent resource for
the school committees, parents. educators
and also acknowledge innovation, tough
standards and, above all, improvement....
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San Antonio Becomes First Top
Ten City to Join AMERICA 2000

San Antonio’s Coalition for Education
was joined by Secretary Alaxender and
four Bush Administration officials in the
taunch of SAN ANTONIO 2000, October
30. In doing so, San Antonio became
the first of the nation’s 10 largest cities to
accept the President's challenge of
meeting the National Education Geals.

The Coalition, a partnership batween
the University of Texas at San Antonio,
the city, Bexar County and the Chamber
of Commerce, organized the SAN
ANTONIO 2000 effort. According to San
Antonio Mayor Neison Wolff, “the
AMERICA 2000 effort [and] the National
Education Goals will help San Antonio
aid its significant minoxity population,
which is plagued with high illiteracy and
poverty ratas.”

During the SAN ANTONIO 2000
kickoff activities, local educators show-
casad 10 San Antonio schools, ending
with the formal kickoff at Lanier High
School, which is 99 percent Hispanic.
Joining Secretary Alexander were
Catalina Villalpando, U.S. Treasurer;
Rita Esquivel, Director of the Education
Department’s Office of Bilingual Educa-
tion and Minority Languages Affairs;
John Florez, Executive Director, White
House Initiative on Educational Excel-
lance for Hispanic Americans; and
Margarita Colmenares, White House
Fellow.

*On behalf of this community, I'm
privileged to accept the challenge of
AMERICA 2000," said Rebert Munoz, a
senior at Lanier during the ceremony. ‘It
has the potential to offer new hope to
students. Growing up in this community
has made me realize education is the
key to empowerment.”

Dave Sugg, a member of the coalition
supporting SAN ANTONIO 2000, said
the group will try to coordinate the many
local reform efforts currently underway.
“We'll have to have task forces to work
on each goal,” Sugg said. "We'll be an
umbrealia for all these other activities.”

Kansas Legislators Launch
Bipartisan Reform Effort

The Republican and Democratic leadership in the Kansas Legislature joined forces on
October 28 to push for the creation of a state blue-ribbon education panel (o review and
oversee state school reform proposals. One day later, the leaders participated in the launch
of KANSAS 2000 [sce “NEWS IN BRIEF"].

“Our goal is meaningful school reform, designed and supported in a bipartisan atmo-
sphere,” said Senate President Senator Bud Burke (R), president-clect of the National
Conference of State Legislatures, and House Speaker Marviu Barkis (D) in a statement
announcing the creation of the pancl

“We intend for our efforts to dovetail with the work of the governor, and with the
KANSAS 2000 movement, which will energize grassroots reform efforts,” said Burke and
Barkis.

The two said that the pancl, with “citizen leadership appointed by the governor, the
legislature and the state board of education” would “take the partisan politics out of school
reform...and assure ~ olace at the table for all who have a stake in the educational future of
Kansas.”

Burke and Barkis said that the commission will help drive KANSAS 2000 and help
determine what the goals mean for Kansas.

St. Joseph “Ponies Up” to Education Reform

In another era St Joseph, Mo., gained Elementary School. “We found that
fame as the place that launched the Pony ~ AMERICA 2000 is the perfect fit for
what we want to do.”

“AMERICA 2000 provides us with a
structure,” Singer said. “The goals are
already there. We couldn’t develop any
better goals than those, so we decided to

Express.

Today, St. Joseph has gamered
another distinction, but this time for
being first in Missouri to start the process
to become an AMERICA 2000 commu-

nity. adopt them.”

1t began when an education task force St. Joseph's city council and school
made up of St. Joseph's educators, board receatly met in a joint session and
school board members, and business and  voted to adopt the National Education
civic leaders surveyed the community Goals and begin planaing to become an
about its schools during a community AMFERICA 2000 community. Also, the
planning effort. During that process, 2 St. Joseph education task force has
community resident came forward witha  outlined key education issues in St
single AMERICA 2000 Strategy Book. JToseph and determined a pumber of

“] took it home and Jooked at it and objectives to be achieved under cach
thought, “This is the kind of plan that can National Education Goal. The reportis
bring our effort all together,'” said now being reviewed by the city.

Marictts Singer, chairman of the St
Joseph 2000 Education Task Force and
principal of St. Joseph's Pershing

“This is part of a larger effort to make
St. Joseph the best it can be by the year
2000,” Singer said.
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

Alabama Goes AMERICA 2000

In separate launches on October
31, Mobile, Binningham and the
state of Alabama announced ,
AMERICA 2000 initiatives. Secre-
tary Lamar Alexander joined Gover-
nor Guy Hunt (R) in MOBILE 2000
and ALABAMA 2000 kickoff cereino-
nies at Murphy High School. Later
in the day, the two announced
BIRMINGHAM 2000 at the annual
meeting of the Business Council of
Alabarna in Birmingham.

According to Dr. Anita Buckiey,
educator advisor to the govemor, the
reform initiatives provide ‘a good
opportunity for the school systems In
the state to take reform to the
communily level.” She was a
featured speaker during an
AMERICA 2000 Daily Confererice
Call two days before the Alabama
kickoffs.

MOBILE 2000's “Qulet
Revolution"”

According to organizers of

MOBILE 2000, the city’s financial

one should unite behind its
AMERICA 2000 Initiative.

In a statement on the day of the
kickoff, Carolyn Akers, Junior
League president and an organizer
of MOBILE 2000 said that Moblle
needs “to examine resources
throughout Mobile” and unite beéhind
education reform. “Mobile’s]

unfortunate financial crisis...is just
ong more example of why all citizens
of Mobile must unite in a ‘quiet
revolution’ to involve every individual
in the community in setting the
course for reform in our educational
system,” said Akers.

Mobile has been facing education
funding shortfalls, which have been
exacerbated by proposed state
budget cuts.

KANSAS 2000 Announced

About 300 paople attended
KANSAS 2000 kickoff ceremonies
on the campus of Wichita State
University, Cclober 23. Among ine
participants In the kickoff were Lee
Droegemueller, Kansas Commis-
sioner of Education; Gary
Michaelson, chief executive officer of
Boeing; Senate Prasident Bud Burke
(R), House Speaker Marvin Barkis
(D), and Secretary Lamar Alexander.

At the rally, Connie Hubbel,
prasident of the State Board of
Education, announced that 10
communities, including Lawrence,
Dodge City and Rase Hill, had
already signed on.

crisls is a major reason why every- MISSOURI 2000 Launched

On October 28, Governor John
Ashcroft (R} launched MISSOURI
2000. Ashcroft, who was joined by
Secretary Alexander, announced the
AMERICA 2000 Initiative at a kickoff
at Ralph M. Captain Elementary
School in Clayton, Mo. The follow-
ing day, Ashcroft and Alexander
traveled to Kansas City, Mo., for a

related event at Park Hill Senior High
School.

“The future of this state and nation
depends on the strong commitment we
make to provide quality education to our
young people,” Ashcroft said. “No
fonger Is our competition confined to
coimmuntly or state borders. Our
students and workers literally are in
competition with the world.”

NEBRASKA 2000:; A Partnership

About 500 education, business, and
poiftical leaders in Nebraska attended a
forum on NEBRASKA 2000, which was
launchnd In September. Governor Ben
Neison (D) toid ihe participants that
hard work and ingenuity on the local
level — not more money from stato
government — will improve education in
the future.

“School reform in the 1990s fsn’t
about more money, longer hours or
additional course work,” Nelson sald,
“We are talking about fundamental
change — change that requires persis-
tence, commiiment and unparalleled
cooperation.”

“Real change in education will only
happen when we make it happen and
when we aren't looking eisewhere to
make it happen,” said the governor. He
urged all communities to enact reforms
at the grassroots level by formulating
thelr own 2000 efforts. Senator Bob
Kerrey (D-NE) said that he hoped the
confarence would provoke people to
action since education reforms must be
mandated on the communily levei.
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

KROGER 2000 MOVES AHEAD

Kroger Food Stores’ Atlanta
Marketing Area has announced it Is
recruiting volunteers among its
employees to serve as AMERICA
2000 community coordinators.
These peopie will work with local
AMERICA 2000 communities
throughout its 121-store locations.
The action follows the company’s
announcement of the faunch of
KROGER 2000 on October 21.

“We are seeking interested
employees who are ‘people
persons,’ active in their community
and can commit their time, when
necessary, to be involvad,” said the
corporation’s Fall newsletter.

At the KROGER 2000 announce-
ment several weeks before, Paul
Smi: , president of Kroger Food
Stores’ Atlanta Marketing Area,
sald: *In taking the AMERICA
2000 Initiatives, ...we &lign our-
seives with the six national educa-
tion goals to enhance the quality of
life for both our employees and
today’s children....The key to our
success as a company is our
people...store by store, community
by communtty, just as it will be for
AMERICA 2000 as GEORGIA
2000 and other 2000 communities
emerge throughout the country.”

KROGER 2000 efforts include
Kroger's Earning for Leaming, a
program which provides free
computers to schools, and Part-
ners In Education, which partners
Knoger stores with schools.

LAS CRUCES 2000 Makes

Strides
Six weeks following the LAS
CRUCES 2000 kick-off, the
steering committee continues
See News, next pago

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

C-SPAN Highlights AMERICA

2000 in Month-Long Series

Starting Monday, November 18, C-SPAN will feature AMERICA 2000 in a
special month-long series of live, prime time programs titled “A Mational Discus-
sion on Education.”

During the first hcur of the November 18 broadcast, Secretary Alexander will
answer call-in questions on the National Education Goals and AMERICA. 2000.
The second hour will feature at least one governor and others in a roundtable
discussion on education reform issues.

The next three broadcasts will feature Secretary Alexander and roundtables of
local officials and citizens who are involved in STATE and LOCAL 2000 efforts.
They are scheduled for 8 p.m. on each Monday, through December 9.

“The C-SPAN education series, “A National Discussion on
‘Education,” will be aired on the following nights:

Monday, November 18 8:00 pm. ET
Monday, Noveraber 25 8:00 pm. ET
Mondsy, December 2 8:00 p.m. ET
Mondsy, Decerwber 9 8:00 pm, ET

614 Chambers of Commerce Join AMERICA 2000

At least 614 local and state Chambers
of Commerce have announced their
commitment to AMERICA 2000.

In a letter to President Bush on October
16, the Chambers of Commerce an-
nounced their decision to work for
education reform community by commu-
nity through the AMERICA 2000
strategy: “We, tae undersigned Chambers

our communities.”

“Any successful effort should involve
all segments of the community,” said
Robert L. Martin, Chamber vice presi-
dent and executive director of the Center
for Workforce Preparation and Quality
Education. “Our businesses should play
an important role in education because
today’s students are the employees of

of Commerce, are committed to the tomorrow."”
AMERICA 2000 strategy for education The announcement of the Chamber’s
reform. Since we believe that quality commitment to AMERICA 2000

education is the key to continued growth
and prosperity for our students and our
communities, we pledge to adopt the six
National Education Goals and develop
strategies for their implementation.
Also, we promise to work with other
concerned groups in our commugities in
developing “New American Schools” in

2%

appeared in a 16-page education special
report of The Business Advocate, a
Chamber publication. The names of all
614 local and state chambers are listed in
the report. Copies can be obtained by
sending $2.00 to: Center for Work{orce
Preparation and Quality Education; 1615
H Street, NW; Washington, DC; 20062.
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. captinued... ",
to tpake strides in develioping a
stigtegy to attain the six Naﬁonil .
Edueetion Goals, according to g,
Ttlmas Gale, chairman of theyy~ -
sigering committee and dean *_- |
ameritus of New Mexico State’ b )
Uhniversity. a3
* Gale reports that the steerin& &
committee has been meeting wdekiy,
since the LAS CRUCES 2000 kick- *
off. The committee has been *
divided into six different teams,each
team working on one of the six.
goals. Each team will map out both
short and long term strategies to
accomplish the goals, and all ¢f the
teams will meat on November. 2510 - .

[

g -

CRUCES 2000 steering committes
plans to follow up with small groups
fo work closely with the Las Cruces
school system to implement the
teams’ recommaendations.

Once the recommendaticns have
been reported, the steering commit-
fee hopes to devise specific strate-
gies, which could include asking the
schools to volunteer time and also
involve local groups interested in
working with children.

give their final reports. The LAS T

Dr. Gale points to “widespread

' community support” as an integral

factor to the success of LAS
CRUCES 2000.
HEADS UP...

On Wednesday, November 135,
Secretary Alexarnder traveled to
Datroit, Michigan, to heip with the
launch of DETROIT 2000 and
MICHIGAN 2000.

Secretary Alexander visited
Johnson City, Tennessee, to help
kick off a reglonal effort, UPPER
EAST TENNESSEE 2000, on
Friday, November 15. Look for more
on these events in next week's
newsletter.

SOUTH CAROLINA 2000 on
November 20; WISCONSIN 2000 on
ovember 21; and OHIO 2000 on
Noveéfber 22,

BROADCASTERS INITIATE
AMERICA 2000 ACTIVITIES

The National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB) recently
teamed.up with the Department of
Education fo produce a Natlvnal
Association of Broadeasters On-Air
Initiative. The NAB card featured
AMERICA 2000 and Asiérican
Education Week, and listed ways in
which broadcasters can play a vital

role in AMERICA 2000, by heiping to
organize an AMERICA 2000 commu-
nity; promoting education reform;
soliciting community opinion; and
listening to the AMERICA 2000 Dally
Conference Call.

In the past few weeks, at least 20
broadcasters from around the country
have called to receive additional
information about starting an
AMERICA 2000 Initlative. Broadcast-
ers with questions can call Barbara
Gleason at the U.S. Department of
Education; (202) 401-0765.

BATON ROUGE 2000 LAUNCHED

BATON ROUGE 2000, launched
on November 8, becomes the iatest
Loulsiana communtty to deciare its
intention to join AMERICA 2000.
Congressman Richard Raker (R)
Joined Louisiana business and
education leaders In an organizational
meeting at the state capitol to an-
nounce BATON ROUGE 2000.

The event included AMERICA 2000
presentations, a video expiaining the
progress of LOUISIANA 2000, anc a
report on LOUISIANA 2000.

Louisiana plans to hold a statewide
town meeting/teleconference on
December 2 to discuss and promote
LOUISIANA 2000.

More Help...

initiatives, Following are five more contacts:

In the 8th issue of AMERICA 2000, five state contacts

were listed as sources for help for people starting their own AMERICA 2000

MEMPHIS 2000; Goals for Memphis; 66 Mooroe; Suite 107, Memphis, TN 38103; Atta: Rarbara Jacobs.
KANSAS 2000; Room 37 East, State Capitol; Topeka, KS 66612; Attw: Kim Waters.
ALABAMA 2000; 11 South Union Street; Montgomery, AL 36160; Attn: Anita Buckley.
WYOMING 2000; Office of the Governor; Cheyenne, WY 82002; Atta: Scott Ferris.
L.AS CRUCES 2000: 3220 Dyer Street; Las Cruces, NM 88001; Attn: Patsy Duran.
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C-SPAN Talks AMERICA 2000

Callers from across the country last week
contacted C-SPAN with questions and
opinions about AMERICA 2000 and
education reform. The discussions took
place during a live broadcast featuring
Secretary Lamar Alexander on November
18 — the first of four shows scheduled
cvery Monday at 8 p.m., EST, through
December 16.

Following is a composite of the broadcast,
which is representative of AMERICA 2000
discussions occurring in states and commu-
nities throughout America.

What AMERICA 2000 Is....

In its simplest form, it's a strategy, nota
program or a piece of federal legislation, to
help America move itself commiumity-by-
community toward the six National Educa-
tion Goais that President Bush and the
nation’s governors adopted a couple of
years ago during the Education Summit in
Charlottesville, YVirginia.

Why Change Is Needed...

Part one of AMERICA 2000, community
by community, is just helping the whole
community understand what is going on. A
lot of people havea’t reaily tuned in to why
reform is needed. They don'’t really know
that children today have got to learn a lot
more than 10 or 20 years ago and are
growing up so differently. They haven’t
thought about the fact that our schools were
created for another century and are really
out of date and that we need whole new
schools. Most parents don’t realize that they
too need to go back to school because the
world has changed.

Getting involved...

The individual can make a lot of differ-
ence. Someone — say, from Newton,
Kansas, who wants his hometown to be an
AMERICA 2000 Community — needs to
know, very simply, that NEWTON 2000
means adopting the six National Education
Goals, or Newton's version of those goals;
developing a strategy for reaching the goais;

designing a report card to measure results;
and beginping to think about creating one
of anew generation of American schools.
And in Kansas, for example, you can get
help from the governor’s office or the
commissioner of education, because
KANSAS 2000 has kicked off. Or, you
may call 1-800-USA-LEARN.
Schools Meeting Community Needs...
Sometimes we say that educators are
resistant to change -— and that’s not
always true. Sometimes it’s those of us
outside in the community who resist....for
example, opening up schools and extend-
ing the school year. Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, for example, opened its scven
clementary schools before 8 a.m. and after
3 p.m. About half of the 4,000 parents use
the service, because it helps the family —
and the children leamn, catch up, and have
some of their needs attended to. The idea
of AMERICA 20C. is to help parents
understand how much change is nceded in
education. In order to learn the amount of
math needed and give children a plac o
20, for example, schools may need to be
open longer....
Teachers and AMERICA 2060...
AMERICA 2000, in every state and
community, is trying to include all
teachers, as well as their organizations...
But we ought to begin with the idea that in
the 90s we need a lot of change in our
schools. We need to challenge the
American Federation of Teachers and the
National Education Association to be in
the forefront of creating new' schools, of
giving choice to parents, of setting high
standards — i many cases they are....I
hope that the unions are on the steering
committees in the communities around the
country that are starting AMERICA 2000
Politics and AMERICA 2000...
AMERICA 2000 is bipartisan. The six
National Education Goals were adopted by

20

THE NATIONAL
EDUCATION GOALS:
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all the govemors unanimously. AMERICA
2000 is a state-by-state crusade, and we
now have 26 states on board with STATE
2000 initistives. There are more Demo-
cratic governors involved than Republi-
cans — for example, Governor Romer of
Colorado, Governor Nelson of Nebraska,
Govemor Roberts of Oregon, and Gover-
nor Miller of Georgia, all of them Demo-
crats. Mrs. Bush went to Indiana to help
Governor Bayh, a Democrat, kick off
INDIANA 2000. President and Mrs. Bush
helped Governor Romer kick off OOLO-
RADO 2000. So we’re advising ail of our
steering committees to make certain that
everyone is involved, or you can’t get

an re. You've got to get past the
partisan politics to make progress.

Tight Budgets...

Just because you’ve gota budget
problem doesn’t mean you don’t need
goals. In Mobile, the school system is
about to go bankrupt for a variety of

See C-Span, nextpage




NEWS IN BRIEF...

making Michigan's chiidren the best year 2000 and beyond.”

DETROIT 2000 AND MICHIGAN educated in our state’s history,” said Choctaw becomes the first Amexi-
2000 Announced Engler. Gov. Engler also announced can indian Tribe to commit to the

Secretary Alexander joined his appointments to the MICHIGAN AMERICA 2000 effort. Choctaw
Govemor John Engler, Larry Patrick, 2000 Committes, a 29-member plans it's kick-off in January.
prasident of the Detroit School advisory group consisting of the UPPER EAST TENNESSEE 2000
Board, and Dr. Deborah M. McGriff, govemor and education, legfsiative, Launched '
Detroit Public Schools superinten- business and community leaders from Sixteen city and county school
dent, for the simultaneous kick-off of the state. systems in Northeast Tennessee
MICHIGAN 2000 and DETROIT Choctaw Tribe Joins AMERICA Joined forces to kick off UPPER
2000 on Novemnber 13 at Cass 2000 EAST TENNESSCZE 2000 on
Tachnical High School. Detroit The Tribal Couricil of the Choctaw November 16. Secretary Alexander
follows San Antonio as the second Comimunity announced its commit- Joined Tennessee State Commis-
major urban area to launch an ment to the AMERICA 2000 effort by sioner of Education Charies Smith,

AMERICA 2000 initiative.

*In Detroit, the promise of a
twenty-first century education begins
today,” said Patrick. “We are commit-
ted to putting kids first,” said McGriff.
‘We are commiited to generating the
support of the community that we
need to guarantee the success of
every young person in Detroit..”

faunching CHOCTAW 2000. Choctaw
is a tribe of 5000 iocated in Philade-
phia, Mississippi. The steering
committee consists of representatives
from each of the six schools within the
Choctaw community. Willa Brantiey,
co-chair of the steering committes,
sald, "CHOCTAW 2000 will provide the
strategy to create a quality education

and Dallas Hardin, Upper East
Tennessee Educational Cooperative
executive director, as well as local
education, university, state and
business officiats, to launch the
regional effort.

Each of the sixteen communities
have formed thelr own five-member
committee to develop strategies fo

Cass High School, 94 percent environment for ail Choctaw children. meet the National Education Goals.
minority, is an urban atternative Every ssgment of the tribal community The kick-off was held at East
school for high achievers. will be invoived in deveioping the Tennessee State University in

“MICHIGAN 2000 is aimed at strategy to prepare our children forthe  Johnson City.

“C-Span, continued

reasons that go back over a long period of
time. And they kicked off MOBILE 2000
as a way to get out of a hole — to say
here’s where we need to be by the year
2000, to rally the community and Lelp
people understand what the problems are.
CA 2000 and the

Goal Three of the National Education
Goals says that all children should learn,
to a challenging lev:l, at least math,
science, English, history and geography

....No one ever thought that any school
would ever include just those five subject
areas. It doesn’t mention foreign lan-
guages. It doesn’tmention art. Itdoesn’t
mention music. It doesn’t mention
computers or human behavior or econom-
ics or 2 whole variety of other very
important things. Amold Schwarzenegger
(Chairman of the President’s Physical
Fitaess Council) has pointed out it doesn’t
mention physical fitness. If I were starting

a school in Bethesda or in Tennessee, I
would want all of that invoived. But what
we're trying to do is to give a focus to
those five academic subjects to begin with
and then leave it to communities to
construct a complete curriculum around
there. If I were creating a school in my
community, I wouldn’t want one that
dida’t have, as part of its curriculum, art
and music.
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JCOUTH CAROLINA 2000

SOUTH CAROLINA 2000 was
faunched on Navember 20 with a
state-wide teleconference hosted
by Govemoer Carrolff Campbeli (R)
and Education Superintendent
Barbara Nellsen.

Eighty-six of the state’s 91
schoof systems participated {n the
svent, which focused on the status
of the six National Education
Goals, and ways In which South
Cardlina communities couikd
achieve them. The program
ended with a cali-in quastion and
answer S8ssfon.

HISCONSIN 2000 Launched

Secretary Alexander joined
Wisconsin Governor Tommy
Thompsor (R) and Supsrintendent
of Public Instruction Herbert
Grover, former president of the
Coundif of Chief State Schoaol
Officers, for the kick-off of WIS-
CONSIN 2000 on November 21,
The kick-off began at Bradford
High School, followed by a visit to
Gateway Technical College in
Kenosha.

“improving the quaifty of iffe in
this state and the nation means we
must ensure America’s schools
produce the worid’s best prepared
studants,” Governor Thompson
said. "In order to preserve the
heatlth of our economy and our
standard of iiving, we must not be
satisfied until our schoots are the
finest in the world. That Is what
WISCONSIN 2000 is aff about.”

President Bush participated in
the launch by phoning Govemor
Thompson during the activities.
President Bush sakd, *{ hope you
realize that througf this action,
Wisconsin is showing the country
how education reform can begin af
the local level.” The Preskient’s
phone call was relayed by loud-
speakers to an audience at
Bradford High Schoot In Kenasha,
ush Attends OHIO
=000 Launch

Prasident Bush was in Column-
bus, Ohlo, for the kick-off of OHIO
2000 on November 25. The
FPresident joined Ohlo Govemor
George Voinovich (R} and Educa-
tion Secretary Alexander for the
launch, at Fort Hayes Metropolitan
Education Canter,

Soe NEWS , next page
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MEMPHIS 2000 Can Provide
Clear (Local) Education Goals

by Bill Gibbons

Last summer, Memphis became the
first major U.S. city to join AMERICA
2000, when MEMPHIS 2000 was
launched. Following are excerpts froma
commentary about what has happened in
Mempius since the kick-off. The article,
by Steering Committee Co-Chair Bill
Gibbons, appeared in the Memphis
Commetcial Appeal on October 20.

A t the heart of the AMERICA 2000

initiative is the President’s challenge

to every community to do four things:

A Adopt specific education goals.
including six national goals agreed
upon by the President and all 50
governors.

A Adopt a clear, concise local strategy to
achieve those goals by the year 2000

A Adopt a local report card as a means of
measuring the results of the
community’s efforts.

A Agree to create and support the
establishment of one or more New
American Schools....

On July 23, Memphis became the first
major city in America to acocept that chal-
lenge.... MEMPHIS 2000 involves a 1-1/2
year process. By the end of 1992, we hope
to have accomplished all four steps....

The six national education goals repre-
sent a broad framework around which all
segments of this community ought to be
able to unite....In addition to the six na-
tional goals, the Goals for Memphis board
of directors has added two local goals.
One is to reduce the deficit in learning
among at-risk, disadvantaged children. It
is this deficit that primarily results in the
wide discrepancy between Memphis’s
achievement test levels and those for the
state and the nation and, ultimately, in our
high dropout rate. The second local goal is
to make it possible for parents to assume
more responsibility for the education of

23

their children. As part of the MEMPHIS
2000 effort, task forces will be created for
each goal. Those task forces will be re-
sponsible for developing a specific strat-
egy to achieve each goal by the year
2000. Membership on each task force
will be open to the public....

The existenice of a national strategy has
resulted in some confusion about the
MEMPHIS 2000 effort and its purposes.
Its purpose is not to make the national
strategy Memphis’s strategy. Atno time
has Secretary Alexander or anyone clse
with the Department of Education ever
even suggested that any specific aspect of
the national education strategy be part of
our local strategy. Consistenty, they
have stressed the need for us to come up
with a strategy that uniquely meets the
needs of Memphis and that reflects the
thoughts and desires of Memphians.

I stress that we have no plan or strategy
at this point. While many of us have our
thoughts about what should be included,
pone of us knows what the ultimate plan
will include or emphasize....

This effort will not stop with the
adoption of a set of goals. We want to
make sure that action is then taken by
those who are in positions of responsibil-
ity. That includes, of course, elected
officials and school officials. It includes
many others as well, though, ranging
from businesses to parents. And we are
determined to put into place a means by
which this community can grade itself on
its efforts....It will be important that this
community report card be issued by an
independent, objective group that will tell
it like it is....

I've tried to teli you what MEMPHIS
2000 is. Let me teli you what it is not.
First, it is not necessarily an effort to
spend more on education and change our

See Memphis, next page




JEWS IN BRIEF,
confinued

“This is not a libsral versus
conservative fight. It's a revolution
against business as usual,”
President Bush said. “We need fo
empower teachers, not to punch
timeciocks, not to fend off thugs
and drug dealers, but to teach.
And we need to give parents real
cholce.”

Govemor Voinovich sald, “Ohlo
will sink or swim on how we meet
our education chaifenge. The real
reform will come onfy at the focal
fevel. To get the job done it will
have to be on the jocal level,
classroom by classroom.”

While at Fort Hayes Metropoli-
ten Education Center, President
Bush observed some innovative
aducation strategies, such as a
child care centar run by the high
school students, and a class
where high school students are
trained to be medical technicians.
“sads Up...

The final two C-SPAN education
specials, featuring Secretary
Lamar Alexander, will be broad-
cast at 8:00 p.m. EST ort Monday,
December 9 and Monday, Deceim-
ber 16.

Upcoming AMERICA 2000 kick-
offs include: UTAH 2000 on
Decembar 10; MONTANA 2000
on December 11; ARIZONA 2000
on December 12; NEW HAMP-
SHIRE 2000 on December 17;
and SOUTH DAKOTA 2000 on
December 19.
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tax structure in ways to provide more
funds for schools. Our mission is to
come up with clear goals and a clear plan
to achieve the goals. It willbe up to
others to decide what programs to
implement in response and to put a price
tag on those programs....

Second, MEMPHIS 2000 is not an
effort to restructure our local school
systems. (County) Mayor (Bill) Morris
has had a task foroe working on that.
MEMPHIS 2000 is focusing on what our
education goals and plans ought to be
regardless of the school administrative
structure.

Third, MEMPHIS 2000 is not just an
effort designed to address the needs of
the city’s public schools. That’s a big
part of it; in fact, the biggest part. Yet.
it’s only a part. MEMPHIS 2000 is
seeking clear, community-wide education
goals and a plan to achieve them. We
hope private schools will be responsive as
well as public schools. Much of the
focus will be on children before they ever
begin school. And we will focus as well
on adults who are no longer formally in
schoo! but who should continue to be
students throughout their lives.

What distinguishes this from so many
previous efforts that have been made in

Memphis to improve education? I think
there are two important distinctions. First.
we have four clear, identifiable steps and a
timetable to accomplish them. Second.
this is a true grassroots movement that
encompasses businesses, labor, elected
officials, schoo! administrators, teachers.
principals, parents, students and many
other citizens concerned enough to want to
participate.

We believe this effort can result in a set
of clear education goals for our entire
community, a clear plan of action to
achieve these goals, and a clear means of
measuring our progress on a regular basis.

The National Education
Goals in Briel...
1. School Readiness

2. Graduation Rate to 90%

3. Proficiency in Five Core
Subject Areas

4. First in the World in Math
and Science

5. Every Aduit Literate and Abie
to Compete in the Work Force

6. Drugs and Violence Out of
Schools

We're ready to help. As of December 5, the
hotline has recelved 35,699 calls requesting in-
formation about AMERICA 2000.

1-800-USA-LEARN
In D.C. Metropolitan Area
(202) 401-2000
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

~SUISVILLE 2000 Launched

Sacretary Alexander joined Louis-
ville Mayor Jeiry Abramson, Jeffer-
son County Public Schoofs Superin-
tendent Donald Ingwerson and hun-
dreas of other communily leaders in
kick-off activities for LOUISVILLE
2000, Dacernber 3. The launch tock
place at lroquois High and Mkidie
School

*The issues and chalienges of
education belong to aff of us,” said
Ingwerson at the LOUISVILLE 2000
raly. “This kick-off will launch a
monumental effort {c address the
National Education Goals and dem-
onstrate the mandates and spirt of
the Kentucky Education Refonm
Act.”

Louisville was also host fo the sec-
ond show in a series of C-SPAN
specials, a “National Discussion on
Education.” Secretary Alexander
and Ingwerson participated an a
panel with David Jones, chief execu-
tive officer of Humana Inc., and
Lioyd Spence, prasident of the stu-
dent body at Western High School in
Louisvitle. The show was alred from
Greenwood Elementary School,
3PARTANBURG 2000

On November 21, Spartanburg
became the first clty in South Caro-
lina to join AMERICA 2000. Deputy
Secretary David Keamns foined Mike
Kohler, chairman of SPARTAN -
BURG 2000, and kocal educators
and business feaders In announcing
the local AMERICA 2000 initiative.

SOUTH CAROLINA 2000 kicked
off on November 20 with a statewide
teleconference hosted by Govemor
Carrofl Campbelf and State Superin-
tendant of Education Barbara
Nietsen,

SEADS UP..

This week brings UTAH 2000 on
December 10, MONTANA 2000 en
December 11 and ARIZONA 2000
on December 12. Upcoming
AMERICA 2000 events include
NEW HAMPSHIRE 2000 on Decermn-
ber 17 and SOUTH DAKOTA 2000
on December 19.

Also, the final C-SPAN specifal on
education, featuring Secretary Alex-
ander, will be aired on Monday,
December 16 at 8:00 p.m. EST.

AMERICA 2=
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“11.5. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'

Bush Names Education “Points of Light”

During American Education Week in
late November, President Bush designated
seven education "Daily Points of Light for
the Nation," individuals or groups who are
working to help schools and students in
their communities.

The President singled out the seven
because of their efforts in literacy, school
readiness and other programs that are
helping to move their communities toward
the National Education Goals. Six of the
seven were featured on the AMERICA
2000 Daily Conference Call.

The President’s "Points of Light"
awards, announced daily by the White
House, honor people who successfully
address community problems -- such as
drug abuse, environmental decay, teen
pregnancy.

Following is a summary of the educa-
tion "Points of Light":

Cedar Rapids, IA: Volunteers for
Disadvantaged Students

Volunteers at Johnson Elementary
School help the school’s large segment of
disadvantaged students with reading,
writing, citizenship and interpersonal
skills. During the 1990-91 school year
alone, 200 volunteers worked more than
7,300 hours reading to young children,
acting as “listeners” to young readers and
offering guidance. Volunteers range from
high school and college students to senior
citizens, and many come from low-income

neighborhoods. The Johnson Elementary
students themselves also are involved in
monthly service projects.

Dena Chambliss, principal of Johnson
Elementary, called the community's
outpouring of volunteer support “really
phenomenal,” attributing the support to
“the unbelievable pride of the people of
Towa and Cedar Rapids in their schools.”
Champaign, [L: Mentor Services

Tamara Youngman, founder of Matthew
House 18, is working to instill children
with a sense of dignity and help break the
cycle of poverty in the community.

More than one hundred volunteers
participate in the program — doing
everything from preparing food and
repairing the facilities, to mentoring and
tutoring students in computers, math, and
reading. The volunteers also provide
weekend field trips and piano lessons.
“Minority grandfathers and grandmothers
help children who are confronted daily
with social and economic injustices,” said
Youngman, “We give them educational
and spiritual opportunities in a real
homelike setting...friendship, guidance,
tutoring, counseling, meals, clothing,
school supplies, and all kinds of activities
that will enhance their total human
growth.”

“We go to the school and negotiate and
make sure that the children get in to the

See Light, next page

Nominations for Points of Light Awards
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The National Education
Goals in Brief...

1. All Children Ready for School
2. 90% Graduation Rate

3. Ali Children Proficient in At
Least English, Math, Scierce,
History, and Geography

4, First in the World in Math
and Sclence - .

&, Every Adult Literate and Able
to Caompete in the Work Farce

6. Drugs anx Violence Out of
Schools . . .

- Ligl_ll, continued T T R v L

right math classes, so they have a good
education,” said Ms. Youngman.
Fresno, CA: Support for Migrant
Workers

Raul Diaz directs University Migrant
Services at California State University in
Fresno, which offers academic and
personal support services to nearly 300
studerts — all from migrant or seasonal
farm worker families. Most are of
Mexican descent and are the first in their
families to attend college.

The volunteers — many of them migrant
students themsel ves — provide assistance
with admissions applications, academic
advising, personal counseling, career
planning, leadership development, and
culturai enrichment, as well as academic
skills such as library research and com-
puter literacy.

“Not only are {our volunteers] students
at the university but they are giving many
hours of their time to help other students,”
said Mr. Diaz.

Cincinnati, OH: School Readiness

Dr. Obadiah Williams, founder of O.W.
Motivational Inc., helps parents leam how
to play an instrumental role in preparing
their childven for school. According to
Dr. Williams, educational success is
directly related to parental involvement.
Volunteers teach the alphabet, numbers.
and other basic skills to the children.
while teaching their parents games and
techniques for reinforcing the leaming
process at home. The volunteers also
serve as math and reading tutors for the
students, and assist parents in preparing
for teacher conferences and in dealing
with problems their children may have in
the classroom.

“A result of what we are attempting to
do is to say to parents: ‘your youngsters
can be ready for school. This is how we
go about doing it,”” said Dr. Williams.
“The parents must be there; we train the
parents and the youngsters as well.”
Federal Way, WA: Adult and Family
Literacy

The volunieers of the South King
County Multi-Service Center work with
adults and families to combat local
illiteracy.

‘“We provide one-on-one or small group
tutoring for native and non-native English
speaking adults who are having trouble
with literacy skills,” said Ecna Hibbs.
director of the literacy program. “We also
provide an after-school tutoring program
for children who live in our agency-run
shelter for homeless families.”

“I think we are successful because.
number one, we're part of a community

action organization and so we have the
support of other programs....Also we have
alotof support from the library system,
the VISTA program and we have many
volunteers,” said Ms. Hibbs.

Westbury, NY: Community Volunieer

Powell Hollings, 90 years old, has been
a community volunteer for the last 20
years. During the last 15 years, he has
tutored students in math four hours a day
at Powell’s Lane School. “I work with
them, find out where their problem is
and...finally get them to getaround to what
they want to know,” Mr. Hollings said.

A former volunteer swim instructor, Mr.
Hollings also spends his sumimers teaching
swimming skills and coordination to
participants in the Disabled Swim pro-

gram.
Lewiston, ME: Adopt-a-School

Peter Geiger and 27 of his employees
sponsor the Geiger Bros. Adopt-a-School
program, which promotes business
interaction with the local public school
system.

In operation since 1985, they began by
“adopting” Montello School and serving as
mentors to elementary students there. The
program has expanded to include a writing
seminar and other activities to help
children with reading, as well as learning
good study and work habits. Mr. Geiger
has also introduced a Job Shadowing
program, where students spend time with
employees at work to learn about the job
and the work place.

The AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference
Call is held at 11:55 a.m., EDT each
weekday. Call (202) 736-2300 every day
and learn more about how American
education is changing, community by
community, school by school.
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

". ERICS 2000 Leoadership

cnigrenes Announcad

The {).S Chamber of Commerce
has issued invitations to more than
800 focal Chamber organizations
to attend the AMERICA 2000
Leadership Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C., January 13-14, 1992.
The 600 Invitees have aif agreed to
help organize and/or support focal
AMERICA 2000 initiatives in tnefr
communities.

According to Chamber President
Richard Leshet, the conference,
Jointly sponsored by the Chamber
and the Department of Education,
is being held to offer “hands-on
knowledge of how to activate yotir
community to foin the nationwide
moveament.”

- UISIANA 2000 Vidso
Loulslana's efectric cooperatives
have sponsored a new twenty
minute video, ‘The Biggest Story
of Our Lives,” telling the story of
LOUISIANA 2000, the state’s
education intiative. The video
Serves as a communications piece
to assist local communities in
axpfaining the importance of
LOUISIANA 2000 and encouraging
people to join the program. For
additional information, contact
Leigh Harris at (504} 291-3060.

During the week of December 9, three
states in the Far West launched
AMERICA 2000 initiatives — Utah,
Montana and Arizona. They join Alaska.
Colorado, Oregon, South Dakota,
Wyoming in the western region of the
United States which have launched
AMERICA 2000 initiatives. To date, a
total of 30 states, one territory and the
District of Columbia have joined
AMERICA 2000.

UTAH 2000

President Bush helped Utah Governor
Norm Bangerter (R) kick-off UTAH 2000
by placing a telephone call to the
governor during the rally on December
10.

“Congratulations,” President Bush told
Bangerter. “You’re making a terrific
contribution to the momentum of
educational reform...Utah is showing the

AMERICA =.
2000_‘\
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L OUISIANA 2000 Talks Statewide

More than 6000 Louisianans joined an unprecedented statewide “town meeting” and
teleconference on December 2 to discuss ways to improve education in their

oommunities.

According to Gov. Buddy Roemer, the LOUISIANA 2000 event was “an historic night
for Louisiana,” involving almiost every facet of each community with the missior. “to
endorse the nation’s six education goals and to design strategies for achieving those yoals

by the year 2000.”

Following the series of town meetings, Gov. Roemer hosted 2 live teleconference
linking the local town meetings via satellite for a one-hour discission of the night’s
activities. The teleconference was broadcast statewide on the Louisiana Public Broadcast-

ing Network.

“The beauty of LOUISIANA 2000 is its grass-roots approach. Each community decides
how it can best meet the six goals,” said Gov. Roemer. “It’s grassroots involvement, it's
working together, it’s putting aside the politics, it’s asking the teachers to join, it’s asking
the taxpayers to join, it’s asking the students to join — how about that for a powerful
thing? — And let’s work together to see how we can do it in Louisiana style to achieve the

national goals.”

Following are highlights of the teleconference which focuses on the ways that many of
the communities are developing strategies to mect the National Education Goals through

LLOUISIANA 2000.
School Readiness (Goal #1)

“We're starting [parental involvement] from birth to age four — including some
See Louisiana, next page

AMERICA 2000 Continues Westward

country how educational reform can
happen at the local level.”

Twenty-five of Utah’s 40 school districts
have adopted the six National Education
Goals and will use the AMERICA 2000
strategy to achicve them.

“We still have a great deal to do,”
Governor Bangerter said at the kick-off
event. “The AMERICA 2000 strategies

will see the removal of traditional walls that

have held some teachers and students
captive for too long.”

Governor Bangerter also was joined by
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Jay B. Taggart, and Sevier School District

Superintendent Brent Rock.

ANA 2000 -BILLINGS 2000
Secretary Alexander joined Montana
Governor Stan Stephens for the launch of
MONTANA 2000 and BILLINGS 2000

on December 11. President Bush also
called Governor Stephens during the kick-
off to congratulate Montana and the
governor for adopting the six National
Education Goals and joining the
AMERICA 2000 crusade.

“MONTANA 2000 and BILLINGS
2000 really are right in keeping with this
new spirit of revolutionizing our schools.
And they're going to make terrific
contributions to what I think is clearly now
a national momentum on education
reform,” President Bush said.

Secietary Alexander and Governor
Stephens were also joined by Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Nancy Kennan,
U.S. Senator Conrad Burns (R), and
President of the Montana Chamber of
Commerce Wayne Schile.

“Our children will face a global society
See West, next page
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FLouisiana, continued

parenting classes and parent volunteers...I think we have eight centers now, and we hope
to expand that.” (Superintendent Ray Arvison, Bossier Parish)

“In Goal One, we talked about the funds, parental involvement, to work toward
developing positive seif-esteem in parents aud children — workshops on Saturdays and
time that parents can be available, to provide parental education and parent skills. "(Dr.
V. L. Shaw. first vice president of the Kettlckurst School Board/first vice president of
the Louisiana School Board Association, Shreveport)

90 Graduation Rate (Goal #2) and the Core Subjects (Goal #3)

“There's several of the goals that we [higher education] can become involved with.
Obviously teacher training, bringing them up to speed in the mati/science areas for that
goal, and in the five core areas, of course. The other one is — it’s been mentioned —
partnerships. There are 150,000 college students in Louisiana. Think what would
happen if you sent those students back to the schools to be role models, to talk to those
students in their own language, to tell them that you can succeed.” (Sammy Cosper,
Board of Regents)

#1 in Math and Science (Goal #4)

“First of all, we needed to do some team building, and the cornerstone of that team
would be the parent. We need to encourage students to pursue higher-level math/
science courses and instill in them the importance of these. Their future livelihood in
many cases may depend on it. Another thing we want to involve our teachers with is
more activity-oriented curriculum. We feel like we’ve got to not only look at skills, but
the process....Another thing we could not overlook...is the student himself. If we want to
know what we're doing well, maybe we should ask the students.” (Dr. Leslie Ellis.
former Supervisor of Livingston Parish Schools)

Lifelong Learning (Goal #5)

“We've [businesses] become involved because we know that without a productive
work force there is no way that we can continue to grow. Industry spends, in excess of
$46 billion per year in professional development and continuing education for its
employees. We need to do more of that and we need to do it more effectively.... This
past summer we ran academies for math teachers, for science teachers, and for computer
science teachers, and the one for computer science teachers was run by Northeast
Louisiana University. We believe that those elements leverage what industry spends by
preparing those people to deliver education, to deliver it better and more effectively.”
(Hugh Nichols, Entergy Corporation, Inc.)

Drug Free and Violence Free Schools (Goal #6)

“Most of us growing up in this audience this evening and throughout Louisiana
attended drug-free schools when we were younger, and I think it's a goal that is achiev-
able. In Louisiana we have drug-free school coordinators and advisory committees
already st up in every single school district in this state. Therefore, I think that people
who came together this evening could contact people at the local level and tie into the

BIPARTISANSHIP AT [TS BEST

According to the Baton Rouge Mom-
ing Advocate (November 26, 1991), |
Louisiana Governor-elect Edwin l
Edwards (D) is "committedto continuing |,
some education programs begun by ‘

Gov. Buddy Roemer (R).”

“Among Edwards' pledges to educa-
tion,” said the Advocate, ‘[to] continue
Louisiana’s version of President Bush's ||
AMERICA 2000."

—

West, continued .

and 2 global economy, and we must
continue to strengthen Montana schools
for them and their children,” said Governor
Stephens. The goal of MONTANA 2000
is for community members to determine
what their schools should be and how to
trapslate those ideals into reality.”
ARIZONA 2000

Secretary of Education Lamar Alex-
ander joined Arizona Govemor J. Fife
Symington (R), State Superintendent of
Public Instruction C. Dianc Bishop, and
others for the kick-off of ARIZONA 2000
on December 12.

President Bush phoned to congratulate
all involved in ARIZONA 2000. In the
telephone call, the President told the
students: “Do everything that your
Governor and your State Superintendent
and these people are telling you to do in
terms of this education. We peed you.
You're the future, and we need you bad.”

More than 1200 attended the ARI-
ZONA 2000 rally, which was held at
Trevor G. Browne High School in

programs that are already in existence.” (Richard Thompson, state official) Phoenix.
L7
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

WASHINGTON, D.C., 2000 A

SRS AMERICA 2
Un

INGTON, D.C., 2000, with First ‘—“

Lady Barbara Blsh, Secrelary
Lamar Atexander, D.C. Superin-

2000

-*

tendent of Education Frankiin

Smith and 500 other officials and

organizers at the Washington

Cc'rﬁl mm%cmmwis the powsr NUMBER 15, WEEK OF JANUARY 6, 1992 . (5. DERARTMENT OF EDUCATION'

and potential of this communtly,” o

ssia Mayor Koty wecaotbe  (Chambers Organize for AMEERICA 2000

the first generation fo give less to

our chikdren than that which has On January 13 and 14, more than 200 Chamber of Commerce and the U.S. De-

been giver to us.” local chamber of commerce executives will  partment of Education, will feature com-

‘Finafly, we, as cltizens, must meet in Washington to discuss how they munity organizers who have already

hava the conviction of aur beliefs, can help their communities develop launched their own AMERICA 2000 com-

| teff you as urgently as | can we strategies to reach the National Education munity initiatives, as well as Georgia Gov-

must get out of our armehairs, Goals. Those attending the conference are  ernor Zell Miller (D) and Maine Commis-

take back our streets, and make & among more than 600 local and state sioner of Education Eve Bither who were

stand for our chifdren,” sakd Mayor chambers who, in a letter to President Bush instrumental in the launch of their own

Keily. last Novembert, pledged to support state AMERICA 2000 initiatives. Educa-
See NEWS, next page AMERICA 2000 in their own communities.  tion Secretary Lamar Alexander and CJ.

The two-day seminar, hosted by the U.S.

See Chambers, next page
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Numbers Represent Number of Chambers by
State Committed to AMERICA 2000

AMERICA 2000: State/Chamber Update |

\

CT- 8
MD- 14
MA - 11
NH- 6
NJ - 12 |
Rl - 4
VT -

~y AMERICA 2000 States Announced "“;gg°
M AMERICA 2000 States To Be Anounced Soon @

Virtually all of the states are represented in the 600 chambers who have pledged AMERICA 2000 support, including 15 state chambers of '|
commerce. California has the most chambers committed to AMERICA 2000, with 44 —followed by Texas (41), Flonida (35), Ohio (34) and ‘
Pennsylvania(31). As of the first of January, 30 states, one territory, and the District of Columbia have unnounced their own AMERICA 2000
efforts. More than a thousand individual communities are organizing to become AMERICA 2000 Communities. |
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued
NEW HAMPSHIRE 2000
Launched

Alexander halled Derry,
New Hampshire, for its education
reform during kick-off
ceremonies for NEW HAMPSHIRE
2000 on December 17, Sec.
Alaxander joined New Hampshire
Govemor Judd Gregg (R) at the
Grinnell School in Derry.

Derry’s reform program, unvelfed
by Deny superintendent David
Brown last spring, includes: &n
axtanded school year; busingss-
school pertnerships; earty voca-
tional education; classes grouped

growth and Individual leaming
style Instead of by age; and a
commutiity-oniented approach to
leaming.
In a telephone call from Presidem
Bush during the kick-off, Gov.
Gregg said, “We recoghize &s a
region, and especiafly New Hamp-
shire recognizes, that education and
well-educated kids and adults, quite

honestly, are critical for
our abiffty to be competitive in the

workd

SOUTH DAKOTA 2000 and
HAPID CITY 2000

U.S. Secretary of Labor Lynn
Martin joined South Dakota
Gavemnor George Mickeison (R) In
Rapid City December 19 to help
South Dakota beoome the 30th
AMERICA 2000 atate in the nation.
With the launch of SOUTH DA-
KOTA 2000, RAPID CITY 2000
also kicked off, bacoming the first
communfly in the state ta adopt the
six Nationa! Education Goals,

“South Dakota is lesding the way
in school improvement and is tying
it to work and work opportunities,”
Sec. Martin sakd, "Public education
is a public responsibility."

President Bush also telephoned
Gov, Mickeison guring the kick-off,
I want to assure you that we &re
going to keep this out of the shilll
arena of partisan politics,” Presi-
dent Bush said, "Far mare impor-
tant than pofitical credit or gain is
the success of reinventing and
revolutionizing education in this
country. This program offers your
community a chance fo pull
together to help these kids learn.”

We're ready to help. As of

“Pete” Silas, chairman and CEO of
Phillips Petroleum and the current Chair-
man of the Board of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, will represent the two host
organizations.

Conference sessions will focus on the
four steps to become an AMERICA 2000
Community: adopt the National Educa-
tion Goals, develop a strategy to achieve
the goals, create a report card to measure
progress, and plan for a New American
School.

“An educated work force and economic
growth go hand-in-hand,” Silas said. “Be-
cause the students of today will comprise
the work force of tomorrow, the business
commuanity must help take the lead in en-
suring quality education. Our local and
state chambers of commerce are prepared
to accept the President’s challenge to es-
tablish AMERICA 2000 communities.”

If your community is planning to orga-
nize a steering committee to join
AMERICA 2000, please send information
about your effort to the AMERICA 2000
Field Office, U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, Rm. 4141, 400 Maryland Ave., SW;
Washington, DC 20202.

The National Education Goals In Brlef...
1. Al Children Ready for School

3 Al Chiidren Proficient in At Least English, Math, Science,
History, and Geograptty
4. Firstin the Worid in Math and Science

&, Every Aduft Literate and Abie to Compete in the Work Force

A January 7, the hotiine has
- received 39,753 calls 2 90% Graduation Rate
—— requesting information about
o=\ S AMERICA 2000.
AMERICA 2000 1-800-USA-LEARN
) in D.C. Metropolitan Area
(202) 401-2000
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

No Status Quo for ADAMSVILLE
2000

As part of the town AMERICA
2000 initiative, Adamsville (Tennes-
see) elementary students recently
launched a petition dnive to sign up
everyone in the community who
agreed to become AMERICA 2000
citizens and adopt the Natfonal
Education Goals. Several days
later, the students returned with
4700 signatures — more than the
entire population of the town.
Further investigation revealed that
— in addition to signing up virtually
every Adamsville resident (and
some twice) — the enthusiastic
students signed up residents in
nearby counties, as well. Every
Adamsville business elso drafied
letters agreeing to support
AMERICA 2000 and the six Na-
tional Education Goals.

Copies of the community-wide
commitment were sent to Tennes-
see Senators Albert Gore (D) and
Jim Sasser (D) and to local mem-
bers of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

ADAMSVILLE 2000 was

See NEWS, next page

Bush Calls Senate
Education Bill
“Business As Usual”’

President George Bush, this week,
observed that S. 2, an education reform
measure pending in the Senate with no
AMERICA 2000 initiatives. is a bill
“riveted in the past.” The President
discussed the legislation during a breakfast
session of the AMERICA 2000 Confer-
ence, jointly sponsored by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce and the U.S.
Department of Education, January 14.

“AMERICA 2000 ...is spreading like
prairie fire.” said the President. “Ameri-
cans across this nation are working to
spark an [education] revolution,” yet are
“being offered business as usual” in the
Congress.

The President noted that AMERICA
2000 calls for legislation to create “a half-
billion dollars to create break-the-mold,
new American schools.” school choice “to
provide middle- and low-income families
the same ocontrot over their children’s
education that wealthier people have” and

See Senate, next page
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Georgia Gov. Calls for Bipartisan Reform

ceording to Georgia Governor Zell Miller (D). Americans must “put aside differ-

ences of political parties. regions or sectors” and join in an education revolution.
Governor Miller was the kick-off speaker for the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Conference.
jointly sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Department of Education.
January 13-14.

“Our very existence as the world’s only superpower is on the line.” said Gov. Miller.
“That is why, despite my party affiliation. [ deeply want the President to fulfill his goal of
being the Education President” Gov. Miller called the Education Summit ““a challenging
start” and the National Education Goals “an excellent blueprint™ to assure that the nation has
an educated work force. “We'll either move ahead to be a high wage, high skill. high
growth economy or we will be left behind...[to] compete with the Third World countries
that call for little but strong backs and low wages.” he said.

The Governor observed that no child was ever educated in a governor’s office nor in the
federal bureaucracy. “*Children are educated in schools and communities.” said Gov.
Miller. and business people. in particular. must set their sights higher than the bottom line.
since education is “the legacy we leave our sons and daughters.”

According to the Governor. Georgia is moving ahead to meet the educational challenges
of the 21st century. The Governor noted that the first meeting of GEORGIA 2000 last year.
held in conjunction with the Georgia Education Congress. attracted more than a thousand
people. He cited several community- and state-driven initiatives that dovetail the National
Education Goals. “It all starts with Education Goal #1 — getting our kids off to a good start
with preschool education,” he said. “Today, we’re working on pilot projects for pre-
kindergartners to make sure that our four-year olds know their colors. numbers and letters

See Reform, next page

Panelists discuss their own AMERICA 2000 experiences during a morning plenary
session, “Getting to Work: Developing Your Own Community-wide Strategy and Report
Card,” at the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Conference, sponsored by the Department and
the U.S. Chamber. Future issues of the AMERICA 2000 Newsletter will feature excerpts
from panel discussions on such topics as starting the AMERICA 2000 process and keeping
the momentum going.
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued

faunched on January 8, with the
heip of Tennessee Goverror
Ned McWherter (D), Steering
Cominittee Chairman Benard
Blasingame, and members of
the local education and busi-
ness community.

AMERICA 2000, Getting
Started

Ouring the AMERICA 2000
Leadsrship Conference, the
Department released
AMERICA 2000 Communities:
Getting Started, a bookiet to
help communities and local
organizations that are interested
in starting their own focal
AMERICA 2000 Initiatives.

The booklet examines how
people throughotit the United
States are working to accept the
President’s four-part challenge
to become AMERICA 2000
Communities. It Is designed to
help communities focus on
priorities in developing commu-
nity-wide strategies for reaching
the goals, designing report
cards to measure progress, and
planning for their own New
Amarican Schools. It also
includes exampies of individuals
and organizations who are
“breaking the mold” In reforming
education, cormnmurnity by
community.

Communities or organizations
interested in the new publication
and other AMERICA 2000
information should contact
1-800-USA-LEARN.
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regulatory flexibility, for “more discretion
in sweeping away burdensome regulz-
tions.” S. 2, in its current version,

"[The House has taken some important
steps towards the American Achicvement
Tests," said President Bush.

excludes the three aspects of the “"Not ali of it depends, thank heavens,
AMERICA 2000 reform, although three on federal funding," the President told the
amendments would include them. Chamber conferees. "You're where the

A House bill (HLR. 3320) takes the action is, right at the community level."
form of a biock grant to the states for The Sepate is expected to consider S. 2

education reform. According to the
President, the House bill "shows some
promise.”

the week of January 20. H.R. 3320 is
expected to be considered by the House in
late February,

— that they develop communication and social skills — and go through the front door of
kindergarten ready to learn.”

Regarding Goal #2 — reducing the dropout rate — the Governor cited a Taylor County
(Georgia) community-driven initiative, which involves parents, ministers, business leaders
and others, as having achieved dramatic results. “Three years ago, in that small rural
county, they had 48 dropouts; last year they had six; and their goal is to have none,” said
Gov. Miller. *I think they’re going to make it, because everyone in the community cares
enough about kids to spend time supporting them.”

The Governor lauded the conferees, who represented more than one hundred local
Chambers of Commerce throughout the country, as examples of community commitment
“in a genuine revolution of the mind,” which will ensure educational excellence for
generations to comie.

In addition to the Governor, the two-day, Washington, D.C., conference, attended by
about 300 local Chamber representatives, featured remarks by President George Bush,
Maine Education Superintendent Eve Bither, Education Department and U.S. Chamber
officials and AMERICA 2000 con:-aunity organizers from across the country.

. ) The National Educgtion Goals ini Brief...
1. All Children Ready tor School :

2 90° Graduation Rate

3. All Children Proficientin At Least English, Math, Science, History, and

Geography : E
4. Firstin the World in Math and Science
5. Every Adult Literate a/nmxﬁe to Compete in the Work Force
Violende Out of Schools
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Toll Us VWhat's Happening...

Give the AMERICA 2000 Newsletter
an update of where you &e in your
community with regard to eduication
redorm and AMERICA 2000 — for

or ideas that aro
fed o the Nationat Educetion Goals or
the strategy. Mall your updiates bo: U.S.
Department of Education; Ofce of
Public Aftars; Rooin 2089; 400
Maryland Ave., SW: Washington, DC
20202-0131; Ati:. AMERICA 2000

AMERICA <=
2000 ==
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Three Cities, Three Approaches to Ed Reform

DETROIT 2000, METRO RICHMOND 2000 and SAN ANTONIO 2000 used different approaches in their education reform efforts which
led to AMERICA 2000 initiatives to adopt the National Education Goals. Representatives from each community spoke of their experiences
recendy during a discussion centering on “Taking the First Step: Are the National Education Goals your Goals?” Foliowing are excerpts
from the discussion which inclided as moderator Ed Donley, chairman of the US. Chamber’s Censer for Workforce Preparation and
Quality Education and chair of LEHIGH VALLEY 2000.

DETROIT 2000: METRO RICHMOND 2000: SAN ANTONIO 2000:

Let Parents Choose Get Your Story Out Build on What You’ve Got
Lawrence Patrick, president of the Jeannie Baliles, chairperson for Joseph Krier, president of the Greater
Detroit Board of Education Virginia Literacy Foundation San Antonio Chamber of Commerce

...[T]f we can [adopt the National Goals] in
Detroit, you can do it...in your town....We
had a terrible situation, not unlike the
situations that exist in all major cities....
The first thing that we did was...[make]

... As a result of [court-ordered busing]
there is still among some people...a residue
of suspicion [in the Richmond area]...large
numbers of people [bad] left the public
school system... METRO RICHMOND

...I’'m reminded of the song that Arctha
Frankiin sang...called “Reach Out.” ...[1f}
you're considering [AMERICA 2000} for
your community...remind yourself every
day that you've got to reach out...further...to

certain that everybody understood really 2000 represents a unique opportunity bring the people in your community
how bad it was....We wouldn't let folks because it is a time really of continual together.
suggest — even for onc moment — that healing ....[A]mong the five superintes- —
deats who represent these jurisdictions, “ z
e p————— S ————— A (L) -
‘ : there is complete and tofal cooperation all Fanbramy d yourself every
‘We wouldn’t let folks the time.... They meet frequently, but the y that you’ve got to
suggest — even for one public doesn’t necessarily know that, and reach out...further..to
moment — that the prob- some of the 9{,0 timers still area g‘ﬂe bring the people in your
. susp_cious. “You're going to send my 3 "
lem wasn’t that bad, that it children across lines to another school? Is community together:
was temporary ...or to just that what METRO RICHMOND 2000 is =
add a little more money all about?” So you have to get your story Our Chamber hosted a community
would fix it.”’ out. The story of AMERICA 2000, of retreat on the topic of “What is the Proper

the problem wasn’t that bad, that it was

course, is a great story, but it doesn’t matter

Role of Business in Support of Public
Education?”...Out of that session, we
decided...we needed & community-wide

temporary...or to just add a little more “The story of AMERICA umbrella organization that would try to set

money would fix it We were not educat- 2000, of course; is a great goals with regard to literacy and dropouts;

ing our children...our public school system ’ [would] deal with the myriad of non-profit

was pot working. story, but it doesn’t matter organizations in our commuaity...with
...[TThe second thing that we did was we how great it is if no one regard to [who gets) funding for education;

went to every segment of the community knows how t it is. That and [would] try to have an independent

once again and asked whether they would basically is the reason for entity that would provide for accountabil-

make a commitment that educating our first ity.

children would be the number one priority having ,a, kickoff in the Over the next two years, we wenttoa

in our town...[with the message]: “We're Phcem- number of entities to try to forge a

going to continue to have problems of
unemployment, drug abuse, all of the
problems, unless and uatil we educate our
children.”

how great it is if no one knows how great it
is. That basically is the reason for having a

partnership...there was a lot of
resistance...with people saying, “Why do
we need to do this? We're engaged in
programs....Let’s not rock the boat....” The

...We then said, “Okay. Now we haveto  kickoff in the first place.... business community wasn't satisfied...as
have some goals.”...Decision-making It quickly became apparent that we we talked to parents, it was clear...they
would have to be moved to the local should take advantage of Lamar weren’t....So we decided to try to find
school....We’d have to rely on the good Alexander’s expected visit in October some partners who would help us.

Q See Detroit, next page See Metro Richmond, nextpage See San Amonio, nextpage
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Detruit, contnued )

principles-of maglet foroes to make certain
that we would have quality education in
Detroit{..Once you have autonomy at the
mdmdual schools, you’re going to have
dxvemty -When you, get competition, it’s
going &xve the qughty upatevery
single schapl.... [Plargnts in Detroit...came
to believe that they have an absolute right
to choose...and that reaily moved the
locomotive down the tra

From...1988 ard to th€ present...we set
more specific goals...the perceatage of
students that would gndulte from high -
school...[no] drugs and wupons inour
classes, and our students would exceed the
national aversge on test scores....

Every segment of the con{mmnty stayed
at the table....So when
opportunity to pnrbc:ptte in AMERICA

“If we don’ tlllwintogeﬂier e

as a nation, then we’re all
going to lose.”

2000, that was a piece of cake...all I had o'

do was make a phone call.... That was 4. |
because we started early in building a
relationship, building a coalition and -
making a commitment....

DETROIT 2000 is going to provide an
opportunity for all of us to come together
— communities throughout this nation —
to focus on accomplishing the same goals,
and it means that I'll be able to share ‘,
problems that I might encounter — as well

as innovative solutions, and I'll be able to %

listen to your ideas....[Ijt's not going to

matter if we win in Detroit, if you lose m;.‘

Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Florida,

Tennessee. If we don’t all win together as

a nation, thea we’re all going to lose. i
"
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Metro Richmond, contnued

[1991], as well as a renewed interest in
education in the community, so we put
together our steering committee....You
reach out to everybody....Most importantly,
you bring in peopie from the media. We
have three commercial television
stations...and we have ope representative
from each of those stations, as well as from

. the major radio station, pewspeper.... Amd,
here’s the key — you need a good PR

“person. Get someone from the best

’ advertising agency or public relations firm
in your commuugity to be a part of your
‘steering committee.

Then as you plan your kickoff — you
need a spokesperson....No matter how
great your idea is, the press does not exist
to write good things about your commu-
nity. The press exisis to try to find e
conflict....Be prepared before your kickoff
with answers to the tough questions.
Choice....Budget woes....Don’t just g in
there with a good feeling that because what
you’re doing is great and wonderful,
everybody else is gaing to see it that way.
They’re not....Have media on your side....

[After the kickoff]...you think the press
is going to forget you? No. They’re going

. tooomcbackmg few weeks or months

" and say, “Okay. You had this big exciting
..”+ announcement, now What are you going to

* do?” Dor’ tlctthcmdown. .Have another

occasion. tas:xmonths after your
announoement. All you need is 8 lot of
enthusiasm and a feal’tough skin.
Editor’s Note: OnJnpuary 22, three
months after the &ickoff, METRO RICH-
MOND 2000 held a public ceremony
during which key commurity, business,

and ¢ducation leaders signed
a resolution to make sure “we can see
positive [education] change by the year
2000.”

San A nlunm continued ' '

We went, momase,totheCltyofSan
Antonio, to the County of Bexar, and to the
University of Texas at San Antonio...and
said, “If you will commit to put $25,000 a
year into a pot for three years, we will do
likewise, and with that $100,000 a year for
three years, we will fund and staff an

“We are now engaged in
reaching out even further...to
form & communify-wide
advisory board...”

operation independent of this Chamber that
will attempt to bring this umbrella group
into realization.”

~.[AJbout the time that happened,
President Bush came out and announced
his National Goals for Education. We met
with our partners and said, “Boy, is this a
great opportunity.” ...We called up
Washington and said, “We’re with you.

That’s what brought us to where we are
today...a program that is funded, that has
hired an executive director, that operates
independently of our Chamber — and we
thought that was very important because
we find that there are some community
groups, neighborhood organizations that
are suspicious of Chambers of Commerce

...[W]e got the University of Texas to
agree to contract out the staffing for our
program.

We are now engaged in reaching out
even further...to form a community-wide
advisory board...that will help set policy
for this group. We think if we will
continue © reach out like that, we can

guarantee that the support for this program
will continue to be community-wide.
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Chanotte Sets Sights for Year 2000

According to Dr. John Murphy, superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg County Schools and a
leading catalyst for CHARLOTIE 2000, his community hopes to show that a new, break-the-mold
school system can be converied in “a relatively short period of time.” During a recent meeting

in Washington, D.C., Dr. Murphy spoke of his experiences in reforming educanon in the North
Carolina metropolitan area, an area he referred to as “just like any other urban schooi system in

America.” Following are excerpts of his remarks.

...In Charlotte, North Carolina...I'm
being allowed to pursue a dream....I firmly
believe that American public schoois can
meet the needs of all of America’s

children.... Charlotte is a community that
believes in that dream, too.

We're engaging in a process in Charlotte
to develop...one of the most exciting
school systems in the United States. a
system that hopefully can show that an
American school system — a total system
— can be converted in a relativel y short
period of time....Our task is to create a
break-the-mold system....

Charlotte-Mecklenburg, a county school
system. is just like any other urban school
system in America. We've gotthe same
problems with under-performance on the
part of our students; a large gap between
black and white youngsters... We’ve got an
unacceptable drop-out rate. We have
discipline preblems. Everything that
everybody else has — we have.

Our challenge is to correct that and to
correct it quickly.... The first thing that we
did was try to identify what our problems
were....We began by having a series of

town meetings. We broke into regions
within the couaty, highly publicized the
meetings. invited citizens to come out. and
at each of those six town meetings, we had
400 to 600 people in attendance. telling us
what they thought about the school system.
what they considered our problems tc =
We took very careful notes so that we
could address those concerns as we moved
forward. We surveyed our staff to find out
what the barriers were to teaching within
our schools and in our individual class-
rooms.

T conduct a monthly radio talk
show...and a quarterly television talk show
so people can also call in and question
what’s happening it the sck ol system. but
to also let us know what their concr. rms are
about the school system.

We've gone to our business community
to find out what the problems are with the
graduates who are leaving our schools.
coming into the workplace. We’re looking
at the data coming back from our colleges
and universities to see how well our
students are performing when they go oz to
higher education. We carefully examined
all of the outcome data in our school
system, and then macle that data clearly
visible for the entire community....

Once we went through the process of
identifying the problem. we then began the
process of trying to correct it....We started
by getting our Board of Education to go off
on a three- to four-day retreat, when we
established a vision for the school system.
and that vision was to develop a world
class school system that would incorporate
the six National Goals. We said that we
didn’t want to be competitive with
suburban America; we wanted to be
competitive with Bonn, Osaka, Moscow.
and every other corner of this world....

;;t,

-“

Amended S. 2 Passes

By a 92-6 vote, the Senate Tuesday
passed S.2, which in its final form
included three AMERICA 2000-related
amendments:

1. Flexibdlity. Three hupdred school
districts in six states may petition the
Education Secretary for waiver of
federal rules governing elementary
and secondary education programs
when there is 2 strong educational
purpose s ing the waiver.

2. New American Schools. In each of
the next three years, a state may use
up to 25 percent of its share of $850
million in newly authorized federal
funds for New American Schools.

3. World Class Siandards/Academic
Achievement Tests. Reconstitutes
the National Education Goais Panel
and creates the National Education
Standards and Assessments Council
to ensure the development of a
voluntary national system of
assessments tied to world class
standards in the five core subjects.

The bill did not include the Hatch
amendment, creating six demonstration
projects for low-income private school
choice.

*“These are real steps forward,” said
Secretary Lamar Alexander. “Still these
steps do not go far enough, fast enough,
and the President will keep fighting for
more radical change in the American
education system.”

H.R. 3320, which calls for a limited
version of choice is expected to be taken
up by the full House in late February.

Through our Chamber of Commerce. we
formed a partnership, and we began to
develop planning needs to address the
various goals that we set for our school
system....[W]e went to the business
community and we established an Effi-
ciency Study Team. and we've beenout
taking a look at every area of our operation
to see if our dollars are being spent wisely.

We've completed the first phase of that
efficiency study. and I [recently] an-
nounced our first administrative restructur-
ing after six months in the position. [
eliminated 49 positions from my adminis-
trative staff and sent $2 mi'lion back to the
front lines of our schools. back into our
classrooms. By eliminating the 45
positions. I also freed up a building, which
then set up an offset of $8 million to
construct a new elementary school. so the
process brought $10 million in revenue
back immediately....

See Murphy, next page




Murphy, conteriued

Those are the kinds of things we're
doing with the expertise from our business
community to establish the foundation of
confideace....Once we set tise mission and
took a look, and identified all of those
problems, we then brought all 10,000 of
our employees together.... We didn’t talk to
just our teachers, we talked to our janitors,
bus drivers, principals, to every single
person that impacted the daily lives of the
children...so that they would feel part of
that team as we move forward....

Based on the vision, we set our specific
goals, and then we went to each of our
schools and set very specific goals for
every one of our schools. We collected ail
of the baseline data and published in the
newspaper exactly where every school was
relative to that bascline data, and then we
sa;], this is where we expect them to be
Dext year....

In addition to that, we then went to our
county commissioners, politicians, civic
leaders...and we said, let’s make this even
more exciting. Let’s put a pot of money
out there, and for every school that meets
thoee goals, let’s give them a reward....

So what we have now is a pool of
dollars that our county commission has
given us. Every school that meets the

goals, every employee in the school —
teacher, secretary, janitor, principal, bus
driver, cafeteria worker...will be entitled to
abonus at the end of the year. The
professional staff members will get
$1,000, and the non-professional staff
members will get $500....In fact, I'd like to
sec us move in the direction that in the
future &k of our salary increases are tied to
performance. If you get the job done, you
get a good healthy raise; if you don’t, you
stay right where you were in the past....
With the help of foundations, we have
brought together 10 of the most exciting
educators in America to sit down and
define for us, “What is the world class
school system?” ...We are going through
the process now of defining just exactly
what is 8 world class graduate.... Once we
come up with that definition, then back all
the way down to pre-school years, to
determine what has to happen every step
to ensure thit wo:' * class status when a
youngstet leaves our school system. Not
only do we want to know what we have to
do in terms of instructional standards, but
what do we have to do organizationally to
change what we now call “school” to be
able to reet the kinds of standards that
we’re setting for every onc of those
children....[Our group of nationai experts]
is working with us to help us define what

Bush Talks AMERICA 2000

American schools ~ g
“Thirty states across the nation have established AME RICA 2000 pro-

grams Hundreds of cities and towns have jomned in. “he said. "Now

Congress must join this great movement.” '

During the State of the Union Address. January 28. President Bush said
that AMERICA 2000 will help the nation "be the world s leader in
education [and] revolutionize America’s schools My plan will give parents
more choice. give teachers more flexibiity and help commurnities create new -
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those standards should be...and how we go
about assessing whether or not the young-
sters are meeting those standards....

We're talking about expanding schools
beyond the traditional school. We don’t
see the walls of our structures limiting us
any longer. We don’t see a K-12 structure
limiting us any longez....

We sce the school day lengthening; we
see the school year lengthening....We're
also saying that if we're going to be
realistic, we’ve got to get our community
to totally buy-in, as they are, and under-
stand that every problem in society can’t be
solved with the school system...somehow
we [must] bring all of our agencies
together to begin to join services as we
address the issues that are facing the
children of society today.

‘When we complete this process, our
Chamber of Commerce, in Apeil or May,
will then be sponsoring an Education
Summit....We will then bring the experts
into our convention center, and everybody
in Charlotte and Mecklenburg Counties
will be invited to come to the Education
Summit and respond to that definition of a
world class school system.

At the end of that process, we then
expect to have a definition of where we’re
going to be in the year 2000...a step-by-
step process to get us to that point with
specific benchmarks so thst we can report
back to the community....

My response to the community....If we
miss the benchmark, then fire me, because
I'm not doing my job....But whatever you
do, don’t compromise the standards....[W]e
must set high standards, and we must set
high expectations of all of our children.
We can do it. There’s absolutely no reason
why every school in America can’tbe a
successful school.

00€s 36N DULYAIH BOd ALTYNId
SEANISNE TVINIO
POr0-20202 "0'0 ‘NOLONIHEYM
NOLLYONQ3 40 JNSNLEYJEd '8N

i it "l I" r——e l' ||| P—e i




Why Education Needs Change:
One Stfudent’s Story...

axcerpts fram remarks by Mame Commissioner
o Educapon Eve Biher, 8 ormex teacher, at a

racert AMERICA 2000 conference m Wastung-
on, 0.C)

...When | think about the changes that
are necessary, (1 think about] John, who
wanted to take physics fromme. The
only time that fit ito his schedule was
when | taught an honors class. Now,
John was in a non-college
program...and his guidance coursesors
had fears about how he would be able
to perform in an honors physics ciass.

When John came 1o dass, we found
out that he had never had even basic
principles in aigebra, [never] been
asked to wiite a [lab] repoit. He didn't

He quickly became the best experi-
menter in that ciass....\Very soon he was
the most desired lab partrner in his
dass....He had an enomnous sense of
space, spatial relationships. And he
walked through the ciass describing 0
the rest of the dass the propegation of
the electromagnetic spactrurm. Now this
is not the sort of thing that normal high
John did # so that his peers and Ks
dassmates becarmne axaited about that
He finished the course with good speed
with a satisfactory grade. John had all
the makings to become an engineer, or
at least a good technician.

Now this is a story that should have &
happy ending, but # doesnt. Five years
ago | was in a sanawich shop in Port-
land, and there he was making subma-
rina sanawiches. We rerminisced a bit
abott his time in our physics class, and
he said: "It was the only time | ever
takked to the Kids in that class. | never
even knew thern in this high school....”

‘What happened, John?” | sakd.
“Well, my dad died and my moth x
didn't know where to go for help,” he
said. "Therefora | never went on to col-
lege and so now | am making sand-
wiches.”

..John is the reason that things have
to change. Whera was |, as his physics
teacher, when he became a senior?
Why did | not make sure that John had
a better schedule? Where was his glid-
ance counseior in assuring that he took
a more chalenging curmcuwum? Where
was the systam...to support him and to
make sure that he today had one of the
Jobs that certainly this country has a
great demand for?

For me, John is the reason for want-

ing to work toward systemic change.

AMERICA <=
2000 =—=_
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Universities Set Sights on the
Nationzl Education Goals...

Colleges and universities acruss the country are starting to lock hard at their role in educa-
tion reform at the elemerzary/secondary schoc! level. Following are ways that several universi-
ties are joining with their communities in helping 10 achieve the National Education Goals.
University of New Hampshire-Durham.

The university is helping the town of Derry implement its “21st Century Leaming Com-
munity” project — a comprehensive plan to transform the iocal schools. The university is
designing special courses to retrain Derry teachers in new teaching methods, including new
strategics for teaching disabled and at-risk kids. The university's faculty has announced its
commitment to the program, which will involve sessions in the schools and on the Durham
campus.

The University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point.

The university has joined forces with its local school district to lead a community cru-
sade toward the National Education Goals. Last summer, Chancellor Keith Sanders and
Dwight Stevens, the local school district administrator, developed an action plan enlisting
the talents and efforts of university faculty and staff, school board membezs, teachers, and
other community representatives. The collsboration has produced a local strategy to
achieve the goals, called, “Bvery Child, My Child.” It is currently under review by the
governor’s office and the state department of education.

Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut.

Under President William M. Chace, the university is giving students academic credit in
courses that train them in academic disciplines but also give them experience as literacy
tutors. Participating Wesleyan students act as tutors in Middletown area clementary,
middle, and high schools where there are high concentrations of disadvantaged kids.

University of Texas st El Paso.
President Diana Natalicio has been a key player in EL PASO 2000, ber community’s
See Universities, next page

NEBRASKA 2000 Adopts Postsecondary Education Goals -
As part of NEBRASKA 20000, the state has become Firstin the country to develop”
postsecondary education goats. The goals ‘are adapied trom the six Nahonal bducation

Guoals. In bl they are:
1. Al postsecondary students ready to learn;
2 College graduation rates suthicient to meet Nebraska needs:
3 Demonstrated competency m challenging subjegts at the colfcpe losel,
4 Nebraskany among the world's best i science, mathentaties and other

subjects necessary tor global mn¥-hlmn,

5 Fyery adull Nebraskan hterate an@ able to compete ima global ceonomy:

O Drugs and violence out ol Nebrasha postsecondary institutions

“We b hieve 1t s sory important that postsecondary education imstitutions. prnet.
podly through therr teachor cducation programs provide support 1o the National goals.”
waid Bruce G Stihb exceutin g dire tor of the Nebraska Coordinating € omnnssion tor
Eromtsteondary Faducation W bwo bohiove abl postsceondary eduationn-hitutions
Shoutd assume fosponsitality g broador contestas wedl
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NEWS IN BRIEF...
STAUNTON 2000

On January 28, U.S. Assistant
Secretary of Eckication Betsy Brand
Joined U.S. Representative Jim Oln (D-
VA) ard eckication, business and cvic
leaders in Staurion, Virginia, at the
Kkick-otf of STAUNTON 2000. The Kick-
off event took place at Fobait E. Loe

formuiste gosls o the fulre. We've
also developed a Framework to schiave
those "

Staurvion i the second Virginia
communily io launch an AMERICA
2000 affrt. METRO RICHMOND was
unched iast October.
LAKE WORTH 2000 and
GLADES 2000

Over 300 people attended the
kick-off of LAKE WORTH 2000 and
GLADES 2000 {Florida} at Lake
Worth High School, February 5.
School supsrintendent Monica
Wilfem Graham, other communtity
and educstion leaders, teachers and
students joined U.S. Deputy Secro-
tary of Education David Kearns for
the event. ‘

Wihike at Lake Worth High Schoo,
Deputy Secretary Keams visited two

ABrospacae

Univenitics, continyed .

school reform initiative. “UTEP,” which draws more than 80 percent of its student body
from El Paso County, already has a close and collegial relationship with the local schools.
In one example of their renewed collaboration, university faculty members work with the

schools (o help streagthen academic programs and better prepare students for college-level
work.

Howsrd University,

Located in Washington, D.C., the univessity is helping local high school students to meet
Goal Four of the National Education Goals, which calls for American students to be first in
the world in science and math achievement by the year 2000. This summer, as part of the
Upward Bound program, Howard University will offer an intensive six-week program of
math and science for high school students from the region.

New Mexico State University in Las Cruces.

Dr. Tom Gale, Dean Emeritus of ihe university’s college of arts and sciences was con-
cerned that his city’s schools were failing to give students the education they need. Dr.
Gale joined forces with Mayor Tommy Tomlin and School Board President Pay Duran
ang assembled a LAS CRUCES 2000 steering committee of more than 92 people. They
adopted the six National Education Goals, and are putting together six teams — one for
cach goal — to decide how to develop a community strategy.

California State University, Sacramento.

President Donald R. Gerth is working in partnership with two local school districts and
community service agencies to help at-risk students in West Sacamento. The tutoring,
counselling, and staff training provided by the project is intended to boost the academic per-
formance of the students and to improve their chances for success after high school.

Community College of Rhode Island.

President Ed Liston’s award-winning “tech prep” program is helping the state reach Na-
tional Education Goal Number Five, which calls for Americans to be literate and to possess
skills necessary to compete in a world economy. The college has helped more than 26
Rhode Isiand high schools put in place a series of special courses in applied science, math
and communications. When students arrive at his college, Liston says, they are far better
prepared and more focused on a career than kids who come from vocational or general edu-
cation tracks.

Vanderbilt University.

Under Chancellor Joe Wyatt, researchers have come up with an innovative way to help
studeats bridge the gap between school leamning and leaming in the “real world.” The
research team has produced a series of interactive video productions, “The Adveatures of
Jasper Woodbury,” which uses storics to present students with complicated, real-ife
mathematical problems in a form that is much more accessible than the traditional textbook
word problem. It is currently being used by a number of states.
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

LLINOIS 2000
LLS. Secretary of Ecucation Lamar
Algxander joined fiknois Governor Jm
Edgar (R} for the kickol! of LIINOIS
2000, the state’s effort in achieve the
.11 ‘ o
ay 11,
2 trkee miore thin a teacher odsy
o educate a chikt. Students need thie
of their parsnls, and
thay need the support of their commu-
nies and business leaders,” Gov.
Edgar sald,
Govemor Edgar, who has worked
closely with the State Board of
Sducation: in cherting the ILLINOIS

2000 inltiative, announcad & statewide

AMERICA &=
2000_\\
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New England Communities Move
Toward the National Education Goals

From Maine 1o Rhode Island, many New Englanders are starting to look hard at
education reform in their commaunities and are organizing locally-driven efforts to achieve
the National Education Goals.

Ibecammmasfeaaaeddmmekhawallstarmdthefow-panprmbbxm
AMERICA 2000 Communities. Similar activities are going on throughout New England,
as well as other communities throughout the country. From time to time, the AMERICA
2000 Newsletter will feature other regions and highlight their progress toward the
National Education Goals.

LEXINGTON 2’ Y0 (Massachusetts)

To assure school readiness, National Education Gosal One, Lexington leaders believe
there must be a formal link between preschool and kindergarten, and the town is gathering
data about students in local preschools to assist in placenents. To address concerns about
meeting world class standards, the town has launched a research effort o leam more about
other countries’ teaching methodologies. A new elementary math program is now in place
and the town’s elementary and middle school science curricula have been revamped. [For

See New England, nextpage

AMERICA 2000 AND SCHOOL FINANCING

During a recent AMERICA 2000
conference in Washington, D.C., a
question was raised about the impact of
tight budgets and AMERICA 2000.
Following is how panelists responded:

Cathie Zarlingo, parcnt and small
business owner (GRAND JUNCTION
2000) You don’t want to drain the funds

of your school districts, and as, in the State
of Colorado, we are facing extreme budget

cuts with education.... [Yet] there are
things that have to be done....
We strongly believe that our education

budget bas to be for working with the kids,

providing materials for them, [and]
providing teacher’s salaries. We
[GRAND JUNCTION 2000 organizers]
are in the process of filing papers to form
what we call a 51 Foundation — our
district number is 51. People in our
community will be able to be contribute a
mere $51 to that foundation and become a
founding member, and that money will be
used for the paperwork; for teachers’ sub-

pay if they are on a committee and need to

meet.
There are ways to do that, snd you have
to really look at businesses and how they

fund some of their extra business

and effort, and we’ve had some 350 or
activitics...s0 it’s possible, even in the great

400 people in the community involved.

budget cuts that we’re all facing.

Bruno Manno, acting assistant secre-
tary for policy and planning, U.S.
Department of Education: [We need to
look at)...whether the resources [e.g,,
money] that we’re putting into the system
are going to the sorts of things that they
should go to — then, related to that,
whether there can’t be a reallocation of
resources within the system to support those
priorities that we think are important. That’s
one way into that question. Another way is
to say...sure, there are some things that are
worth more mozney. And probably the way
into that question is not so much to ask for
[the money] up front but to begin to change
the system, and in the process of changing
the system, create a different kind of output
that attracts people. There is & real truism
the phrase, “Quality attracts money.”

John T. Kauffinan, chairman and
CEO, Pennsylvania Power and Light
Company (LEHIGH VALILEY 2000).
...Inthe Lehigh Valley, we really have not
solicited funds. [Our] effort has been done
on a totally voluntary basis of peopie’s time

The few dollars that we've had o go
out and solicit have been for a few
things like breakfasts and things like
that, but we aren’t really getting money
to do it It’s volunteer time.

I feel good about doing it that way,
because I think too often groups decide,
“Well, let’s go get the money,” and then
decide how are we going to spend the
money, rather than getting at the
objectives of the effort.

C.R. (Bob) Bell, president, Greater
Omaha Chamber of Commerce
(OMAHA 2000): Ido not believe that
[tight] funding has had any impact on us
in Omaha, in regards to [organizing] !
AMERICA 2000. I think that resources |
— pot all money — [can result] as
business gets involved, as the federal
government gets involved, as the local

t gets involved, and so forth.

But I do not sce that a great impact
will result by just stimulating money
into the educational system...[to achicve]
the AMERICA 2000 goals.

—
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued

First Lady Barbara Bush Visits
fNISSISSIPP] 2000 And WINONA
2000

First Lady Barbara Bush and
Deputy U.S. Secretary of Education
David Kearns joined Gov. Kirk
Fordice (R} kooal educaiors,
communily leaders and a crowd of
about 700, in the kick-off of MIS-
SISSIPPI 2000 and WINONA 2000
on February 10, ' :

The Winona School District
poorest 106 percent of schoot
districts in the state..'We Ve got fo
set our sights high if we'ré going to
get anywhere," said Gov, Fordice.
While in Winona, Mrs. Bush read to
same fourth grade class and
heiped students with a compiser-
based qulz. “1 have come to cheer
Mississippl,” said Mrs. Bush,
adding that WINONA 2000 is
“setfing an exampie for the state of

: and the entire country.”
Miss America Visits Alabama

raform, Carolyn Suzenne S&pp,
Miss America 1992, visited Bir-
mingham, Alabama, for the kickoff
of SHELBY COUNTY 2000 on
February 7.

She visited Cahaba Heights
Efementary School, which Is one of
thrae Jefferson County schools that
have been named finaists in the
U.S. Department of Education’s
Blue Ribbon Schools pregram,

“Wa can solve these probiems if
we bring thermn home* rather than
axpect the federal government to
soive them, Miss Sapp said.

SEY10 L8uld

118 0N g
NOLLYONCR
40 LARLWYEIA T
aid Sa2d ONY DOV IS

New | nchand, contomied

more information, contact: Richard Barnes, Superintendent; Lexington Public Schools;
1557 Massachusetts Ave.; Lexington, MA 02173)
FALL RIVER 2000 (Massachusetts)

In 1991, three area organizations — the Private Industry Council, Chamber of Com-
merce and the Fall River Area Planning Task Force — formed a coalition and held a major
education conference last June. Attended by more than 200 townspeople, the group took a
broad look at reforming the public school sysiem. Nine resuiting subcommitices are now
exploring reform issues including curriculum, pareatal and community involvement, social
and health services, school management and accountability, adult literacy and lifelong
learning, carly childhood development, teacher preparation and school assets. [For more
information, contact: John R. Correiro, Superintendeat; Fall River Public Schools; 417
Rock Stizeet; Fall River, MA 02720
DERRY 2000 (New Hampshire

After conducting a local survey on education, the suburban community realized that its
students were not performing well and decided to capitalize on local parent and commu-
nity support to completely reform its schools. One aspect of the “Derry Plan” is optional
year-round schooling which operates on a 45/15 day cycle and utilizes a university
sponsored math/scicace/technology lab school. The plan revolves arcund tep concepts
within the framework of three areas — facility, managemeat, curriculum. [For more
information, contact David Brown, Superintendent; Derry Cooperative School District;
18 South Main Street; Derry, NH 03038]

MANCHESTER 2000 (New Hampshire)

After doing a local survey on education needs for the 21st century, the city developed
cight education goals which perallel the six National Education Goals. Active in the U.S.
Department of Labor’s school-to-work transition programs, the town intends to emphasize
occupational awareness, lifelong learning, communications skills and appreciation of the
arts in its reform strategy. [For more information, contact: Eugene Ross, Superintendent;
Manchester Public Schools; 196 Bridge Street; Manchester, NH 03104]

WARWICK 2000 (Rhode Island

The core of Warwick's program is Goal Three, proficiency in the core subjects, and
Goal Five, adult literacy and workforce competitiveness. One of the major thrus of the
town’s reform efforts centers around developing a high performance school/business/
community partnership. [For more information, contact: Henry Tarlian, Superintendent;
34 Warwick Lake Avenue; Warwick, RT 02885]

FREEPORT 2000 (Maine)

According to Freeport community leaders, reform efforts will emphasize technology and
its uses in developing both communication and problem solving skills. The town also
plans to promote family literacy as & necessary componeat in helping with homework
assignments and is also looking into the possibility of a middle school appeentice program
with the business community. [For more information, contact: Robert L. Lyman, Superin-
tendeat; Freeport Public Schools; 30 Main Street; Freeport, ME 04032]
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

WASHINGTON 2000 Klbkﬂ-Oﬂ' .
Washingtion became the 34th -
state to launch en AMERICA 2000

infiative when Gavermnor Booth
Gardner (D) announced WASH-
INGTON 2000 on Febvuary 29.
The govemnor sitid that he and
Frank Shrontz, chief executive
officer of The Boeing Co., will
serve as the honorary co-chair-
men of the Washington state -
gffoyt. L1 Gov. Joel Pritehard (R)
will serve as the executive ciwair-

officials, Mayor Keren Humphrey

HOUSTON 2000/TEXAS.
Alexander

Secretary for joiried.
Houston Mayor Bob Lenkter (D}
and education leaders on March 3
for the kickotf of GREATER
HOUSTON 2000. .

The announcement 100K piace
at a uncheon at the Forum Club
of Houston. Esarfier in the day,
Sec. Alaxander joined leaders of
movre than a-dazen COMMUNITY
2000 efforts in the Houstor ares
for & NASA/Pariners in Space/
AMERICA 2000 rally. Communi-
ties reprasented wers: the Wood-
lands, Runyan, Tomba¥, Kaly,
Santa Fe, Aivin, Goose Creek,
Eliingtors Chainber of Commerce,
La Porte, Texas Clty, Dickenson,
and La Marque.

On March 5, TEXAS 2000 was
officiafly launched when the first

See News , conlinued
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686 Teams Submit NASDC Designs

Nearly 700 design teams from 49 states have responded o the New Amcrican Schools
Development Corporation’s (NASDC) request for proposals (RFP) to create new, break-
the-mold schools. Deadline for submissions was February 14,

As many as 30 of the competing teams are expected to receive one-year design contracts
for up to $3 million from NASDC, 2 private, non-profit organization, created in July 1991,
1o underwrite designs fior schools that will reach the National Education Goals and world
class standards in the five core subjects.

“Before we have given away one single penny,” said NASDC Chairman Thomas Kean,
“we have sparked an collaborative process, all across the nation, on the part
of American education’s brightest people.”

The teams which submitted proposals genenally were collaborations of partners from
business and industry, K-12 education, state and loczl governments, high technology
concerns, foundations and think tanks. Included wexe:

A 240 school systems and school boards;

A 226 business partners, represeating both major corporations, regional and smail
businesses;

A 140 colieges and universitics;

A 136 think tanks, associations or foundations.

By state, California groupe submitted the most proposals (93), followed by New York
(48), New Jersey (33) and Texas (30)-

Following the first year design work, about half of the selected teams will then be chosen
for two-year contracts to test their ideas in real school settings. In the final phase of
NASDC’s program, design team members will provide assistance to communities who
want to adapt the designs and put them in place in their own schools, resulting in tens of
thousands of New American Schools across the country.

“We have had many promising reform efforts in this country over the last 15 years,”
Kean said, “but no one has ever mounted a design team and dissemination approsch this

See NASDC, next page

NEW AMERIC AN SCHOOLS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION |
Proposals Received Broken Down By State
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued

meeting of the TEXAS 2000
stearing commitiee was hefd,
Texas becomes the 35t state o

faunch an AMERICA 2000 inltiative,

Joining more than 1,00¢ communni-
ties, the District of Cokimbia, and
American Samos. -

FAIRBORN 2000 Moves Ahead
After adopting the National

Education Goals in early Novemn-
bananom&wﬂmdar
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“The Fairborn community has
done & tremendous job in working
fogether o deveiop an education
strategy for the futire,” said Rep.
Hobson. “Through strong leader-
ship, Fairbom has.built a coopera-
tive effort throughout the commi-
ity —- &mong educators, parents,
business ieaders and senior
citfzens.”

. lndﬂlddiotawn.lom
AMERICA 2000 ‘
. On February 20, Deputy Secre-
. tary David Kearns traveled to Ohio
_ fow;e:amofmwouzaw

R antaiie, tiat's teak
ma:mowoeooa anAMEFIICA
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ANASDC, u:nlmm'.l: .

sustained, and this comprehensive. Our
hope is to build on the good work that has
alrcady beea done, but to go far beyond
and into the arena of true systemic

NASDC held a series of four confer-
ences last fall to seek input in forming the
request for proposal for the design teams.
Mote than 2,000 people attended. The
resulting RFP sought proposals on
curriculuinz, world class standards, teacher
training, student motivation, parental and
community involvement, the regulatory
cavironment of the school, the school’s or
system’s relationships o other systems,
and the restructuring of the school's
organization, finances and sdministration.

In making the announcement, Kean said
that NASDC will begin evaluating the
proposals later this month. Final selection,
said Kean, will be based on the likelihood
that the design team ideas will help
studeats reach world class standards —
and on the perceived poteatial for wide-
spread application and

Acoording to Gov. Kean, the $200
million that NASDC plans 1o lave
available for design and dissemination will
fund only a fraction of the proposals
received. “That will ieave many strong
design team bide unfunded, ” he said. “But
many teams have ii..cated that they are
resolute iri finding other funding for their
idess if they are not successfil with
NASDC.” Kean said that NASDC
officials are also exploring ways to work
with te most promising of those tcams
that the corporation is not able %o fund —
to help them identify and secure the
resources to continue their work.

NASDC’s selection process will be
completed and funding for design teams
will be announced by May 31, 1992,
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AMERICA 2000 Communi-

ties and Choice

During a recent AMERICA 2000 con-
ference in Washington, 0.C., a question
was raised about how communities
were dealing with the school choice
issue.

Jeannie Baliles, Chairperson for Vir-
ginia Literacy Foundation (METRO
RICHMOND 2000):

We said, "Choice is on the table, just
like everything eise.” We toid the super-
intendents that it was going to be...and
we had conferences with them...their
response..., ‘We believe in tremendous
fJexibility and choice. We'd like to offer
choice to our students, too. There are
different degrees of choice.” ... To ignore
it or to say you're 100 percent for it, |
think, are extremes that are probably
going to get you in troutle, because it
needs lo be discussed and dissected, in
accordance (o your community's needs.
Joe Krier, president, Greater San
Antonio Chamber of Commerce
(SAN ANTONIO 2000):

Every community is unique.... We're
going to push choice forward in our
communtty, but if it becomes an insur-
mountable hurdie, we're not going to let
that stop what we're doing. We'll just
put it aside, move onto other things,
come back to it...You cannot ket the
public education community run this
program. You've got to ask them in,
and you've got to keep them informed,
but..I'm saying reach out..to the
parents...empioyers or employees...
neighborhood actvists...[Ejven though
wa'Ve got good, well-intentioned, hard-
working people in public education, you
and | know we're not getting...results....it
is going to be hard, swealy, nasty, con-
frontational work before it's all over...Its
not really fair o judge the success of
this program until we fook back in about
five years and say, ‘Have we really
made dramatic difference?” So be pre-
pared. You're going fo have to pick
some fights....

Rita Moniz, Professor of Political Sci-
ence and Women's Studies, Unlver-
sity of Massachusetis-Dartmouth
(FALL RIVER 2000):

I'd like to share some information in
terms of a resource for choice. Fall
River, Massachusetts, was the first city
in the United States to desegregale
voluntarily on the basis of English as a
first language.

In that desegregation plan, it included
magnet schools and choice, and we are
on our fifth year of an implemented
choice program.... The name of the per-
son you should write to for information
is Jim Wallace, at 417 Rock Street, Fall
River, Massachusetts 02720....1t may
heip you devisa some stralegies Lp
front as you move through the choice
issue in your community.

AMERICA 2=
2000 /=
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States, Communities Giving Families
More School Options

In discussing AMERICA 2000, President Bush frequently refers to the need “to provide
middle and low income families the same control over choice of schools that wealthier
people already have.” The Presidens’s FY93 budges request includes a half billion dollars
in grants to help states and communities create “opportunity scholarships,” a G.L Bill for
Children— federal dollars matching state or local dollars to provide scholarships of up to
31,000 that would support the education of middle and low income students at any lawfully
operating school .

More states are giving parents more options. School choice is being considered by
many states and communities across the country as a local tool for major education
reform. According to the Center for Choice in Education (U.S. Department of Education),
13 states have enacted choice laws (including public school choice, vouchers, etc.), to date.

Following are excerpts from discussions about choice during several recent AMERICA
2000 Daily Conference Calls [Call (202) 736-2300, 11:55 am, EDT weekdays].

Choice Helps Build Ownership

Deborah McGriff, Superintendent,
Detroit Public Schools. When she took the
job as superintendent in July, Dr. McGriff
said that her number one priority was to
expand educational choice for Detroit’s
parents and students.

...When I artived in July we had approxi-
mately 30 city-wide choice programs...and
I've given people an opportunity to submit
proposals to us for additional choice schools.

ownership. When you combine that with
empowerment — the ability of a commit-
tee of educators, parents and community
leaders to come together to solve problems
— then you're going to have exciting
student achievement.

Choice must be given not only to
parents and students, but also to teachers
and other educators. You must match
educational philosophy and skills with the
programs that you are going to deliver in

[Recently] we submitted to the Board of school buildings....
Education 45 new additional proposals for ~ Choice Means Empowerment
choice schools. We're looking forward to Ellen Sauerbrey, Maryland House

providing to parents as many of thoseoptions
as possible, beginning in September '92.
We don't see choice as a panacea, but
we think when you combine choice with a
school that has a specific theme and
educational philosophy, that helps to build

Minority Leader. Del. Sauerbrey has
introduced two school choice bills in the
Maryland legislature — one for low-
income students, the other to relieve
overcrowding.

See Choice, next page

ACCORDING TO THE AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL:

A In total, more than 36 states arc currently engaged in somme type of
activity relating to public or private school choice — €.8., pending legisla-
tion, task force recommendations promoting choice, etc.

A Atleast 20 states are considering specific legislative measures on
public/private school choice, and several other states will introduce choice
measures when their legislative sessions begin.

A Atleast 10 states have acted on, or are considering proposals, to
permit the use of taxpayer money for private school 1 Jon.

A Legislators in Arkansas, Colorado, lowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Ohio and Utah have already enacted statewide open enrollment legislation.
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Chuice. continncd

...One bill would eliminate or reduce
construction costs of new schools by using
existing classroom space in non-public
schools...[providing choice] on a purely
voluntary basis....It would be less costly
than the current system, because the
voucher in this case would be setata

NEWS IN BRIEF...

NE VADA 2000

The kick-off of NEVA DA'2000
bsgan with two moming ) work-
shops for.state Je anealists
included offi-
clals; bus two
high school ery..

communfty‘ K very ojty.and county,
f : % !

respect, no'g

ture; o single set of legislative
actors or appropriations cari'make
the difference: . We jmake
the diifference.” *

President Bush also’ palTlCIpa ted
in the announcement, ‘Phoning
Go vemorM/llar o’unng3 6 Idck-off
event, =
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maximum of 75 percent of the per pupil
cost of educating the student in the
county....

The other bill is really aimed at the low-
income children....It would allow the
parents a voucher to attend a private
school. And again, it is a money saver for
our state.... The voucher proposed would
be 50 percent of the state’s current cost,
which would mean something under
$1,600 per child....[TThe average for the
parochial system in Baltimore City is
$1,800....That money...could then be used
for better conditions in public schools...
[Choice] would provide some
competition...to force some change in
intercity schools....The poorest families
have the least choice...so this would give
them some economic empowerment....
Choice Takes Time to Sell

Tom Feeney, Florida State Represen-
tative. Rep. Feeney’s bill — defeated in
the Florida legislature in mid-February —
has been chosen by the American Legisla-
tive Exchange Council (ALEC) as the
prototype choice law.

...Choice is a concept that is going to
take some time to sell....We think we {in
Florida] are going to have some form of
choice very quickly....As in many states,
we have some unique constitutional
problems....[W]e have a provision in our

.Wisconsin' Supreme Court Rules on Choice

The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled March 3 that the state's school choice
law does not violate the state constitution.

The program, enacted in 1989, permits up to 1,000 poor Milwaukee children
to attend private, non-sectarian schools at public expense. capped at $2.500.

“It was a shot in the arm...the boost they needed.” satid Wisconsin state
legislator Polly Willlams (D), who sponsored the choice legislation. “Now we
have a case tested all through the courts, one that withstood all challenges.
The court affirmed that parents have the right to have decision-making over
what happens to their own children.”

constitution that guarantees every student
a free public education; we also say
constitutionally that no funds [go]...to any
religious institution. So we may ulti-
mately have to have a constitutional
referendum, not just for political reasons,
but because of legal reasons.
Choice Is Evolutionary

Gerard Kosinski, Pennsylvania State
Representative. Rep. Kosinski was the
author of a choice bill that garnered
national attention last December before it
was defeated on a constitutional issue.

...[Choice] was probably the most
controversial measure that Pennsylvania
tackled in years....[The House and Senate
bills] allowed for school choice in three
ways. In public school choice it would
allow parents to put their children in any
other public schodl in [their home]
district...space available. The second way,
choice would allow parents to put the
child in the school outside their school
district.... The most controversial measure
was...going to allow up to $900 per child
to be used at private schools....It is an
evolutionary process. We feel we may not
be able to get [school choice] this year but
definitely within the next few years...in
order to make the public school system
compeie and become better for it.
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/-\MERICA 2000 One Year Later

by Lamar Alexander, U.S. Secretary of Education

AMERICA 2000 will have its first birthday April 18.
Just one year ago President Bush launched a strategy to help
America, community by community, reach six ambitious
National Education Goals by the turn of the century. The
President and the nation’s Governors had agreed on the goals
after the education summit in Charlottesville.

AMERICA 2000 has helped to establish a radical new
agenda for rethinking our educational system from top to

“AMERICA 2000 has helped to
establish a radical new agenda
for rethinking our educational

system from top to bottom.”

bottom, and the U.S. Department of Education has become

the sparkplug for that change.

AMERICA 2000 is niot a seven-second soundbite and
won’t have instant results. Most of it is about helping
Americans do things for themselves, in their own families,
schools and hometowns.

But there is new energy and a new agenda and an inevi-
table sort of momentum developing. Here are some of the
most important things that have happened during this first
year:

1. More people saying “the Nation’s at risk, so I may be,
too”—While not often on the front pages or at the top of
the evening news, education is more often seen as the
solution to what is at the top of the news. George Gallup
says Americans think nothing is more important for the
next 25 years than having the best education system in the
world. Education has become the national worry.

2. AMERICA 2000 Communities—Led by both Demo-
crat and Republican Govemnors, 43 states and more than
1,100 communities are mobilizing under the AMERICA
2000 banner to reach the six National Education Goals,
Over 86 of Maine’s 184 communities are MAINE 2000
communities. MEMPHIS 2000 has 800 persons working
on task forces to find ways to reach the goals, develop
progress reports, and create a New American School.

i g e wim e e

AMERICA 2000 helps give shape to an emerging
education movement that will be for America in the 1990s
what the civil rights movemeat was in the 1960s.

3. World-class standards and new curriculum frame-
works—The National Council on Education Standards
and Testing and the National Education Goals Panel have
moved rapidly to help create a consensus about what
children should know and be able to do in order to live,
work and compete in today’s world. The National
Academy of Sciences is coordinating the development of
standards for the sciences; UCLA is coordinating history.
The work in English, geography, the arts and civics is
about to begin. I see math teachers learning the new
standards in virtually every schoo! I visit. States—with
our help—are accelerating efforts to change curriculum
frameworks to incorporate these new world-class stan-
dards.

4, American Achievement Tests-—There is a new consen-
sus about the need for and the shape of a voluntary
national examination system so that parents and commu-
nities can know how their schools and kids are doing. In
just one year the question has become not whether to do
it, but how best to do it.

5. September Goals Report —In 1991, Governors and the
Administration published the first annual September

“AMERICA 2000 is about help-
ing Americans do things for
themselves, in their own families,
schools and hometowns.”

Goals Report measuring the nation’s and each state’s
progress toward the six National Education Goals. Each
year these reports will be increasingly powerful engines
for change.

6. New American Schools—The New American Schools
Development Corporation formed, raised over $45
million, and received nearly 700 proposals from design

See One Year Later, next page
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teams that want to help communities create their own
“break-the-mold” schools. Minnesota has authorized the
creation of deregulated charter schools, a sort of indepen-
dent public school. Other states, including California,
Colorado, Connecticut, and Michigan, are considering
similar proposals.
7. More school options for parents—This year 10 more
states gave parents more choices of the schools their
children attend as a way to unleash competitive forces to
improve all schools. The President proposed a half billion
dollar program to help states create their own GI Bill for
Children, $1000 scholarships that would follow the
children of middle- and low-income families to any
lawfully operating school.
Flexibility for teachers—Ohio, Texas, and 12 other states

“All the Governors of both parties
set the National Education Goals,

and almost all are involved in the
AMERICA 2000 partnership.”

8

have given state commissioners of education broad
authority to free from regulation schools that set high
goals and produce results. The President wants Congress
to do the same with federal funds.

9. Money—Education is the President’s No. 1 federal
budget priority, including record increases for Head Start, AMERICAN 0
for grants and loans that help families pay for college, and SAMOA States on Board
for university research and development. Much of the
new funding proposals support the agenda for radical

e e Sy aris and (este _
choices for families, flexibility.

10. A bi-partisan spirit—All the Governors of both parties choices of schools. Yet the Congress cannot bring itself to

set the National Education Goals, and almost all are support this much change.
involved in the AMERICA 2000 partnership. In turn, . . ) .
STATE and COMMUNITY 2000 efforts include educa- “And I am disappointed in the fail-

tors at every level because nothing will change in educa-

tion unless it changes inside the classroom. ure, SOf ar, to achieve the same bi-

Disappointments? I wish AMERICA 2000 had an hour on partisan consensus with Congress
television every day, and two hours on radio to carry the . ”»
message. Afterall, in the end what we are trying to do isto that we have with Governors. ]
help people rethink their attitudes and ways of doing things. During the past year I have spent about half my days in
schools and communities helping to begin AMERICA 2000
“Disappointments? 1 wish efforts. What!I see is usually inspiring—families, students,
and teachers straining to fit out-dated school structures and
AMERI CA 2000 had an hour on community attitudmsgwith a world that has changed dramati-
television every day, and two hours cally: _
adio t th 9 . A Math teachers retraining to teach to vastly different
on raqdio to carry tne message. standards;
And I am disappointed in the failure, so far, to achieve the A Decatur, Georgia, raising $1 million a year to help
same bi-partisan consensus with Congress that we have with children outside the schools so they can learn while they
Govemors. There have been a few important areas of are inside;
cooperation. The National Council for Education Standards A Murfreesboro, Tennessee, opening all its elementary
and Testing included members of Congress. Congress schools 12 hours a day and in the summer to fit needs of
appropriated $100 million for AMERICA 2000, but Con- working families;
gress can’t seem to agree on how to spend it. The President A In Minnesota, a kindergarten in a bank, a school m a
wants to give teachers more flexibility, to help communities shopping mall, and a school for teenage mothers in a
create New American Schools, and to give families more corporate headquarters;
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A In Derry, New Hampshire, plans for a year-round school
that includes the Alan B. Shepard School of Math and
Science;
“QOur goals for this next year are
to double the number of
AMERICA 2000 communities, to
help those communities succeed,
to move ahead with world class
standards and the national exami-
nation system, to launch the first
wave of design teams creating
New Americans Schools, to push
more decision making into the
hands of teachers and school
leaders, and to place more school
choices into the hands of parents.”

A Milwaukee, giving poor families more of the same
choices of schools wealthier families already have, includ-
ing private schools;

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

A Louisville, Kentucky, saving money by giving school
principals the right to acquire electrical services and air
conditioning somewhere other than the central mainte-
nance system;

A Balderas School in Fresno, California, with evening
classes for Hmong, Cambodian, Laotian and Spanish-
speaking parents so those parents can understand what
their children are learning;

A Hispanic first graders in the Bronx learning English on
computers so they can improve their math scores.

Standards are higher. Children are growing up differently.

School systems and ways of thinking are atrociously out of

date. And most adults are finding we need to go back to

school ourselves.
It is harder today to be a teacher, to be a student, to be a

“The best way I can think of to
show the world the best in us is
AMERICA 2000—a national
movement, community by commu-
nity, to create the best schools in
the world for our children.”

parent. More of us are gradually realizing that radical change
in our schools, rather than business as usual, will be neces-
sary if we are to reach the ambitious education goals by the
end of the century. And it is also dawning on more of us that
there will also have to be radical change in our attitudes
outside our schools, within our families and in our own
communities. Schools must become better, but that means
changing communities, too. It's hard for a school to be a
better place than the community it serves.

Our goals for this next year are to double the number of
AMERICA 2000 communities, to belp those communities
succeed, to move ahead with world class standards and the
national examination system, to launch the first wave of
design teamns creating New Americans Schools, to push more
decision making into the hands of teachers and school <
leaders, and to place more school choices into the hands of
parents.

More than anything, we want to give more energy and
visibility to the need for really radical change in our schools
and in our attitudes toward education—all of which begins
with helping even more individuals come to their own:
conclusion that “The Nation’s at risk, so I might be, tco.”

A few weeks ago Russia’s new education minister came by
the U.S. Department of Education to learn about our schools.
I said, “But we should learn from you as well. American
eighth graders were 14th in math and 13th in science
scores—nearly last—in international comparisons last month.
Russian children were ahead of ours.” A

He replied, “But you were not 13th in democracy.”

Most of the world is now ready to try the American way of
life, to follow our example. They know we have more
advantages than any other country. The best way I can think
of to show the world the best in us is AMERICA 2000—a
national movement, community by commurity, to create the
best schools in the world for our children. A
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more than 1, 100 communities are mobilizing
State- - Governor-
ALABAMA Guy Hunt (R)
ALASKA Walter Hickel (I)
AMERICAN SAMOA Peter Coleman (R)
ARIZONA Fife Symington (R)
ARKANSAS Bill Clinton (D)
CALIFORNIA Pete Wilson (R)
COLORADO Roy Romer (D)

‘DELAWARE Michael Castle (R)
DIST. of COLUMBIA Sharon Pratt Kelly (D)
GEORGIA Zell Miller (D)
HAWAIL John Waihee (D)
ILLINOIS Jim Edgar (R)
INDIANA Evan Bayh (D)
IOWA Terry Branstad (R)
KANSAS Joan Finney (D)
LOUISIANA Edwin Edwards (D)
MAINE John McKernan (R)
MARYLAND William Schaefer (D)
MASSACHUSETTS William Weld (R)

_MICHIGAN John Engler (R}

"MINNESOTA Ame Carlson (R)

E MISSISSIPPI Kirk Fordice (R)

- MISSOURI John Ashicroft (R)
MONTANA Stan Stephens (R)

! NEBRASKA Ben Nelson (D)
NEVADA Bob Miller (D)

" NEW IIAMPSHIRE Judd Gregg (R)
NEW JERSEY James Florio (D)
NEW MEXICO Bruce King (D)
NORTH CAROLINA James Martin (R)
NORTH DAKOTA Geoxge Sinner (D)

FOHIO0 Geoxrge Voinovich (R)
OKLAHOMA Dave Wallters (D)
OREGON Barbara Roberts (D)
PENNSYLVANIA Robert Casey (D)
PUERTO RICO R. Hemandez-Colon (PDP)
SOUTH DAKOTA George Mickelson (R)
SOUTH CAROLINA Cartoll Campbell (R)
TENNESSEE Ned McWherter (D)
TEXAS Ann Richards (D)
UTAH Norm Bangerter (R)
VERMONT Howard Dean (D)
VIRGINIA Douglas Wilder (D)
WASHINGTON Booth Gardner (D)
WISCONSIN Tommy Thompson (R)
WYOMING Mike Sullivan (D)

Forty-three states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Puerto Rico and
AMERICA 2000 initiatives.

“Kickott Date’

October 31, 1991
October 17, 1991
August 30, 1991
December 12, 1991
March, 18,1992
April 10, 1992
June 17, 1991
September 19, 1991
December 19, 1991
October 18, 1991
January 28, 1992
February 11, 1992
October 1, 1991
October 27, 1991
October 29, 1991
September 9, 1991
September 3, 1991
September 5, 1991
October 24, 1991
November 13, 1991
September 12, 1991
February 10, 1992
October 29, 1991
December 11, 1991
September S, 1991
March 9, 1992
December 17, 1991
April 13,1992
October 7, 1991
September 27, 1991
To Be Scheduled
November 25, 1991
December 19, 1991
August 22, 1991
October 18, 1991
‘To Be Scheduled
December 19, 1991
November 20, 1991
October 25, 1991
March 5, 1992
December 10, 1991
September 20, 1991
To Be Scheduled
February 28, 1992
November 21, 191
June 21, 1991
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Who Talks....

The AMERICA 2000 Daily
Conference Call has featured
education leaders from 47 states and
the District of Columbia, including:
A Elected Officials: 16 govemors,

AMERICA —‘

three mayors, four U.S. Represen- &
tatives, one U.S. Senator and eight J

state legislators.

Educators: Eight college and
university presidents, 14 chief
state school officers, 40 school
superintendents, 20 principals and
seven teachers.

Business and Civic Leaders:

Examples include: chief executive [

officers of major corporations,
local and national U.S. Chamber
representatives.

Conference Call Quotables....

A ED Reform Is Nonpartisan:
“We're totally detenmnined to keep

[AMERICA 2000 and the
National Education Goals] on a

non-partisan basis. We have to do

that in order to succeed....”
President George Bush, 9/4/91

A High Expectations: 1 think the

greatest gift you can give to other
human beings is to have high
expectations out of them. And I

think that’s one of the problems — |

that we have not expected much
out of them....”

John Florez, White House
Initiative on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans, 9/23/91

A Communities Make Safe

Schools: “Everyone in the
community...not the parents
alone... must coalesce around
having a safe environment...[f
youngsters are afraid to wulk to
schools through unsate
neighbothoods...we're not going
to achieve the goals in

school.. because they 're
thinking...they've got to retum
through that same unsafe area....”
Frankiin L. Smith, superinten-

dent/chief state school officer, DC ;l

Public Schools, 10/16/91
Teaching Means Commitiment:
“A teacher should be very
concemed about the child and the
individual....I think Dr. King felt
that all human beings could he
great if they decided they wanted
lo serve, because he said, ‘To be
great is to serve.””

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 1/15/92

See Quotables, next page
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AMERICA 2000 Dally Conference
Call Passes Six-Month Mark

Education innovators across the country have been featured on more than 140 segments
of the AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call since its launch on September 4. The call,
usually hosted by Secretary Lamnar Alexander, is conducted weekdays at 11:55 a.m.
Callers dial (202) 736-2300 to listen to a five-minute, live discussion about various
aspects of education reform. Following is a sampling of education innovations discussed
during the call.

Minnesota Mall Site of Break-the-Mold School

Leila Anderson, superintendent, Bloomington Public Schools, on a new system of
five break-the-mold schools scheduled to open in a local shopping mall, covering pre-
school through adult education for inall employees and nearby communities: “The mall
has resources that I think public schools cannot duplicate....We can take our students over
to the mall, work hand in hand with the business partners...then we would move to adults
who would be the second program component where we have eniployees who would need
some training and employers who could partner with us."”

Kentucky Sets Sights on World Class Standards

Dr. Thomas Boysen, commissioner of education, Frankfort, on new assessment
procedures in Kentucky which are results-oriented—the state sets “leaming outcomes” and
the individual schools determine how to deliverinstruction: “Ithink what we have here is
people looking in the rear view mirror instead of through the win ‘shield. They are looking
back at standards and assessments that I think in many cases trivialized learning and were
in some cases the enemy of teaching. When you view assessment as an expression of
world class standards, the kind of leamning students need to be able to masterin order to
succeed in life, it’s a different experience.”

Illinois Community Focuses on Lifelong Learning

Dr. Len Sirotzki, director, Dupage-Kane Educational Scrvice Center, Wheaton, on
the creation of local partnerships ranging from the public library, to the local junior college.
to the park district to promote lifelong leaming community-wide: “What we have been
doing for the last year is look at learning in the mmost comprehensive way....[Wle are
working with families of children between the ages of €1 und 5. and...we are working with
our senior cilizens in programs like GEDs for seniors only...We're trying to take in life-
long and life-wide [learning).”

Florida Businesses Help Create Satellite Schools

Octavio Visiedo, superintendent, Dade County Schools, on six new experimental
schools in the area which were created in partnership with local business: “We started
what we call our satellite schools...[for example] a satellite school with American Bankers
Insurance Group where they built part of the facility and we have our teachers there on
location....Parents are allowed, in fact encouraged, to have lunch with their children. We
also provide day care facilities before and after [school] and we're trying to add parcnl
components to the group where they can have time to study and be trained together....
California Calculus Teacher Helps Low-Income Kids 1<xceel

Jaime Escalante, Sacramento school teacher, whose story was the basis of the fili,
Stand and Deliver, on his success at teaching Advanced Placenient calculusto students in
an East Los Angeles high school: “[KJids...have a negative image about mathenatics,
especially algebra, because we do not emphasize the subject at the eleinentary level.. Jor
that) doing mathematics is fun....{In Sacramento, we] follow a formula which reads that

See Canference Call, next page
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Quotables, continued

A Change Is Sweeping Educa-
tion: “...[O]ne of the things that
is so exciting...that’s sweeping
education today is that some
people who have been maybe
cynical about some of these
efforts in the past are finally
getting swept up in it.”
Gov. John Engler, Lansing,
Michigan, 11/12/91

A Reform Must Be Worth the
Money: “People are saying that
we don’t mind spending money
on school...[reform] but we want
to know that the end product is
worth the money.”
Bud Burke, president, Kansas
State Senate, 1/22/92

A Starting from Scratch:
“[Break-the-mold] is what is so
exciting about...starting from
scratch.... What if we didn’t take
for granted 21 kids and a teacher
sitting in four walls 180 days a
year from 9 in the moming until
3 in the aftemoon...?
Chester E, Finn, Vanderbilt
University, 10/4/91

A Turning Kids on to Learning:
“The common denominator
[when] dealing with the kids who
have been tumed off, is that we
get them tumed on to living
first...[then] to learning. Often
we reverse that process in our
schools as we try to jam informa-
tion into kids who are coming
with all kinds of problems.”
Bill Milliken, founder and
president, Cities In Schools,
9/24/91
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determination plus discipline plus hard work equals the way to success. Soit’s the
commitment from the teachers, the parents and the students, because the school alone
cannot educate.”
Oklahoma Community Targets Dropout Prevention

Dr. Kara Gae Wilson, superintendent, Tulsa County Public Schools, on a commu-
nity initiative which attacks the dropout rate on several fronts — a public awareness
campaign, altemnative education programs, legislative reform and enforcement of the
Oklahoma laws requiring parents to ensure their children attend school: “It's made all the
difference... we've lowered in two years our dropout rate 43 percent....It’s because of the
message the pareats are getting that this society values education and we expect parents to
value it too or we'll see them in court.....[Lack of] parental involvement combined with
students who do fall behind academically are two of the main problems that we see over
and over in court.”
Texas Sclence Lab Targets Math-Science Goal

Brenda Landos, principal, Lanier Middle School, Houston, on a school-based
model science lab, a joint project of Rice University and the Houston Independent School
District: “It is a model lab, {with] very movable, mobile furniture, which allows the
children to group and regroup into different lab partnerships, so that we see children
working every day in hands-on activities...We’ve begun a partnership with middle school
students in Hampton, England...The children have been studying problems and sending
problems over to their counterparts in England and challenging each other on solving
them.”
Florida School Board Expands Drug Program

Alison Adler, drug-fiee schools coordinator, Palm Beach School Board, on the local
program “Children Are People,” an after-school suppoit program originally designed for
children from alcohol-dependent families, now serving all at-risk children: * ‘Children Are
People’ targets third, fourth and fifth graders concidered at risk, mostly because of family
chemical dependencies.... They have after-school counseling; students participate weekly
in topics such as feelings, defenses; chemical dependencies are discussed; and right now
we are serving 576 students and families.”
Mobile Labs Promote Literacy in Rural South

Hugh Nichols, director of regional devclopment, Entergy Corporation, New
Orleans, on “New QOpportunities,” a program to help rural workers in three southem states
improve reading, writing and work-related skills: “We began the program simply with a
literacy hotline...[then] looked for ways to increase...delivery of literacy instruction....We
tried four “fixed” laboratories...[which worked] in metropolitan and urban areas....And it
was at that point that we decided to try mobile labs {in partnership with Gramnbling State
University].... You can take education to rural communities and to businesses that are
decentralized and improve the economy of the region.”
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Vater: Jour Matibox .

In the next few weeks, you
may receive a postcard ask-
ing if you want to continue
receiving the AMERICA 2000
newsletter. To stay on the
mailing list, you ~—ust return
the reply card.

NEWS IN BRIEF...

Mew Jorsey Officlal Calls
AMERICA 2000 “Triple Play”

According to Michae! Timpane,
president of Columbia Teachers
College, AMERICA 2000 is a Yiple
play” — the President and the
govemors setting direction through
the National Education Goals; the
statas providing the framework for
change; and communities mobiliz-
ing to create the best schools in
the wortd. Timpane, co-chairman of
NEW JERSEY 2000, spoke during
the launch of NEW JERSEY 2000
on April 13.

More than 500 people aftended
the kickoff event In Trenton, which
included Govemor Jim Florio (D),
Secretary Alexander, the state
oducation commissioner and
Republican legisiative leaders.

“We must now take this discus-
ston to every community in New
Jersey,” Timpane said, “to build
that sense of common purpose that
always has beer and must always
be at the heart of the common fife
we have bulit as a state and a
nation.”

“ETRO 3T. LOUIS 2000 Adds
“ourth “R” to Education

According to organizers, METRO
ST. LOUIS 2000 will focus on
creating & metropalitan-wide
Leamirg Communify , adding a
fourth "R” — responsibifity—to
reading, writing and arithmetic.
METRO ST. LOUIS 2000 was
faunched on April 23,

More than 250 educators,
business and civic leaders at-
tended the kickoff ceremon;' at
Waest County Technical Scf-00l,
They were joined by Secrelary
Lamar Alexander anc! Director of
National Drug Control Policy Bob
Martinez, who discussed Goal 6,
drug-free and violence-frée
schoofs,

S6e NEWS, nextpage
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Better Schoo%ys from Scratch

Lamar Alexander
[Editor’s Note: Secretary Alexander’s column, which appeared in the Washington Post on
April 15, was written in response to a March 24 Washington Post column by Albert Shanker,
president of the American Federation of Teachers. In his piece, Sharker criticized the
President’s which calls for Congress to provide up to $1 million in start-up funding for
the first 535 break-the-mold New American Schools in AMERICA 2000 Comnuuniities. ]

Albert Shanker’s colum opposing help for his own break-the-mold idea shows why real
change in education is so hard.

ShankcrmeofﬂmeAnxﬁmnF«hraﬁonofTwhmandomofﬂnmm’sbmt
education thinkers. In 1986, he was thinking about Saturn’s plan to build the best cars in the
workd from scratch. Why not Saturn schools, be asked in a New York Times column. “Tso't it
time we had an educational Saturn project, a time to pretend we haven't bad schools or an
edlmtionalsyswmbcbmandactasifwc’:ewttmgoncmgeﬂufmﬂncﬁntt'nm?"

Thisputbedtmmﬂ:cboldqucsﬁoanDnmkupmsbbmmmhdm: “If you weren't
already doing it, would you start?” The idea caughton. School leaders in St. Paul, Minn., began
the Satura School of Tomorrow. In Dade County, Fla., Shanker’s union helped to create a
Saturn School project for 49 schools. Shanker was eathusiastic: “If you have a great idea...you
don’t have o remake anything because you start with a dean slate.”

“Can you imagine America in the year 2000 with your tax money follow-
ing children to Saturn-type schools known for “breakthrough reliability,”
schools open overtime for working families, schools with waiting lists
oawingmomschaiswbemated,schwlsdesignedtomeetﬁw needs of
children of every background, schools gathering the best ideas from
anyone—New American Schools that the Japanese want to copy?”’

Ted Sizer of Brown University, James Comer of Yale, Henry Levin of Stanford accelerated
their school-by-school mold-breaking. Minnesota passed a law o charter new independent
public schools. RIR Nabisco Inc. offered $30 million to schools willing to rethink from fop ©
bottom, but warned: “No prizes for predicting rain, only for building arks.” Then, one year ago.
President Bush proposed “a new generation of thousands of break-the-mold New American
Schools” and asked Congress for a half-billion federal dollars to jump-stert the process. Albert
Shanker bad reason 1o feel peoud as a Founding Father.

At the president’s request, bipartisan business leaders created the New American Schools
Development Corp. and began raising $200 million in private dollars o fund design teams
whose mission would be 10 help communities create break-the-mold schools. Hundreds of
schools, 226 corporate partoerships, 140 universities and 136 think tanks, associations and
foundations joined the design competition.

The president stipulated that all the money should be spent on break-the-mold ideas. No
business as usual. Anyone’s great idea would be welcome.

Anyone's idea? Shanker stomped on his brakes and took a hard U-turn, away from his own
idea. Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-MA) made sure that the half-billion federal dollars for New
American Schools would go only to the powers that be, those who have given us the troubled
schools we have.

David Broder, in a March 1 column [op-ed}, chastised “Kennedy and the Senake
Democrats...[who] have decreed that only the most timid experiments., those the bureaucracy
finds least threatening will be atiempted.”

Broder was right. America’s school system is a monopoly: One group takes your moncy.

See Schools from Scratch, next page
56




NEWS [N BRIEF , continued

Callfornia Starts AMERICA 2000
inftiatives

Two California cities, Santa
Barbara and San Jose, iaunched
AMERICA 2000 Initiatives in rmid-
April. Secretary Alexander joined
Santa Barbara County School

t Bill Clrone and
members of the local industry-
education council to announce
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 2000
on Apnil 9. The Secretary traveled
to San Jose the following day to
attertd kickoff ceremonies for SAN
JOSE UNIFIED 2000 with Superin-
tendent James Baugtunan. Duning
the faunch of the San Jose initia-
tive, Maureen DiMarco, state
secretary of chiki development and
sducation, pledged California
Governor Pete Wilson’s (R} support
for state efforts to encourage other
commurities to adopt the National
Education Goals.

NEW ORLEANS 2000

Secretary Alexander joined
Mayor Sidney Barthelemy and
Orteans Parish school commurnity
leaders at the launch of NEW
ORLEANS 2000 on March 31.

The kickoff coremonies were held
at Coghifl Elementary Schooi, one
of two public schools in New
Orleans using the “accelerated
schoels™ model that attempis to
bring at-risk students up to grace
lavef by sixth grade.

During the kickoff, Mayor
Barthelemy cbserved that NEW
ORLEANS 2000 wili build on efforts
already begun to invoive the
community in education reform:.

Schools from Scratch, continued -

runs all the schools and assigns each child to one of those schools. Only the rich can opt out (to
a private school). David Osborne and Ted Gaebler have written about the irony: *“It is one of
the enduring paradoxes of American ideology that we attack private monopolies so fervently but
embrace public monopolies so warmly.”

‘What has this monopoly produced to deserve such protection? Too often the answer is
schools designed for our grandfathers’ day, schools so unacquamted with technology that it’s
hard for teachers to make a telephone call, schools still organized to give teachers summer
vacatioss for bringing in crops, schools that send children home at 3 p.m. when no one is home.
schools that suffocate creativity, schools that spend more per student than any country but
Switzerland.

Teachers and principals I meet from Fresno to Boston to San Antonio are mostly hard-
working, often downright inspiring. But most of the schools in which they struggle to help our
children learn do not fit today’s family or today’s world. Because of this—and because of
nattentive parents and communities—American 13-year-olds know just a little more math than
children in Jordan, about the same as children in Slovenia and less than children in Korea and
Taiwan.

“I'm noping Al Shanker wiil make another U~urn..back in support of
his break-the-mold idea. America needs everyone involved in creating
tens of thousands of New American Schools on the fastest track pos-
able if our children are ro live, work ana compete in the next century.”

Consumer Reports says this about Saturn cars: *‘Exceptional first year reliability, a break-
through for a car designed and built in the U.S.” Saturn workers are collecting overtime pay.
while other General Motors plants are dosing. In 1991 Saturn sold more cars per dealership
than any import car—the first time that had happened in America in 15 years. Many Saturn
dealers have customers waiting for cars. Saturn engineers are designing a right-side steering
wheel to attract Japanese drivers.

Can you imagine America in the year 2000 with your tax money following children to
Saturn-type schools known for “breakthrough reliability,” schools open overtime for working
families. schools with waiting lists causing more schools to be created. schools designed to meet
the needs of children of every background., schools gathering the best ideas from anyone—New
American Schools that the Japanese want to copy?

The first Saturn car plammers broke a crusty General Motors tradition. They drove Hondas—
so they could learn to make a better Saturn. America’s school monopoly must ddimb out of its
ruts and welcome ideas. even from the competition—and then create a better school.

If Americans can put missiles down smokestacks. we can create the best schools in the world.
But it will not happen rapidly enough if all those who seem threatening to the school mo-
nopoly—govermors. mayors. corporations. parents. churches, museums, education secretaries.
independent-minded educators—are kept out. Results matter. not the author.

I'm hoping Al Shanker will make another U-turn...back in support of his break-the-mold idea.
Ametica needs everyone involved in creating tens of thousands of New American Schools on
the fastest track possible if our children are to live, work and compete m the next century.

. S Tt ] "‘
PR =
SYIC LsHld 000Z YIIUINY 006 35N ALVAIHd HO4 ALTYNId
Lo 0N ieamg e —— ) SSINISNE TVIDL440
o 20 FGIVY430 31 - — Oy 88¥0-20202 '0'0 'NOLONIHSVM
E MC OV 024 ey JovL8od '-;-' NOLLYONA3 40 INIMLHYJ3A 'S'N




Watch Your Mailbox !
In the next few weeks, you

may receive a postcard ask-
ing if you want to continue
receiving the AMERICA 2000
newsletter. To stay on the 2000 AR, ‘
mailing ligt, you must reéturn \
the reply card.
NUMHI'R 25/ WFFK OF MAY 4, 1992 LS, DE P/\R MENT OF EDUCATION
NEWS IN BRIEF...
DALLAS 2000 New Arts Partnershlp to Support
U.S. Deputy Secretary of

Educaton David Kearmafoned AMERICA 2000 Communities

yor Sieve , When the AMERICA 2000 Arts ip, a pationwide initiative o arts
local mcaﬂggsfm dmﬁcus’ education in schools, was announocd,mmpSeactary Lunara u Alexander comnmg;wm
‘:’c}gs‘g"“’ nmAersz helping to rethink the curriculum of a school in my hometown, I would want mstruction in the
Iam"; g”nggo e arts 10 be available to every student...and integrated into most of what we each.” B
community’s strategy to reach As part of its mandate, the partnership will assist AMERICA 2000 stares and communities

the six Nstional Education
Goals.

interesied in developing comprehensive arts education.
According to ED’s Francie Alexander, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning,

Office of Educational Research and Improvement, all children, induding students with disabili-
ties, gifted children, and those with limited English proficiency, benefit from appropriate arts
education. “In other nations, including Japan and Germany, students can receive sequential arts
nstruction from kindergarten through grade 12,” said Alexander, who helped create California’s
arts curriculum. “A balanoced, comprehensive approach provides students with an understanding
of our evolving cultural heritage and that of othes nations, enhances their creativity, and culti-
vates their aesthetic judgment.”

*Dallas s proud and excited o
be part of this Important pro-
Education Is a crucial key
to our city’s future ond
nation’s success,” Maydr Barttett
said. *Dallas strangly supports

the education goals Of?ngRlCA The pertnership’s seven components are:

2000 and fs ”fg""’”’d a A World Class Standards in the Arts. Voluntary national standards which will complement
m“”"g alpg” 6 ’é‘g’fw similar standards in the five core subjects referenced in the goals.
G;”a‘;“oalmc‘ghmwéf A Arts Emphasis in AMERICA 2000 Comrounities. Support for AMERICA 2000

communities 1 include the arts as part of their strategies to meet the National Education
Goals.

A State Frameworks to Meet National Arts Standards, Assistance to states in developing

Commerce, Dallas Cltizens
Council, and Dailas County

gﬂ%ﬁ‘;ﬂmﬁm all their own K-12 curriculum frameworks based on the voluatary national standards in the arts.
supporting the DALLAS 2000 A National Center for Arts Education. Support for the creation of a national center which

will support AMERICA 2000 initiatives and other local arts efforts, assist teachers in
professional development and support the national standards-setting effort.

A National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). Expansion of National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress (NAEP) to indude assessmeat of students’ kmowledge and

See Partnership, next page

and AMERICA 2000 initiatives.
Gov. Ann Richards (1)) kicked
off TEXAS 2000 in March.

See NEWS, next page

' What's Working in:the.Arts...Community by Community -

A number of AMERICA 2000 communities are adapting the National Education Goals to meet local needs. For instance, New
Rochelle, NY, Westarn Wisconsin, and Metro St. Louis, MO, are induding the arts as part of their community-based reform
strategies. For exampie, NEVADA 2000 wil encourage all participating communities fo inciude the arts in implementing their pians.
Among evdsting arts initiatives that are being studied as exampies of what works at the local level:

Caltfornia Offers Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Framework. The framework provides a basis for schools and
communities in the state to deeign arts aducation programs and fo acquire dassroom instuctional materials. The framework
describes the key aspects of a comprahensive K-12 program in dance, theater, music, and visual arts.

Omaha lmphmonb K-12 Arts Curticulum. Omaha, an AMERICA 2000 community, Is implementing a K-12 curmiculum in the
visual arts which includes professional development in tha arts for teachers and principals. To measure progress for all
wmmamwmmmma 4, 7,8 and for high schoodl siectives, including pottery

South Bronx (NY) Schooi Offers Arts to Disadvantaged Students. St Augustine Schodl for the Arts educates disadvantaged
stucerts in the nation's poorest district. Despite a tight schoo! budget and a large population of “at-isk” children,
students are succeeding in a demanding arts curricuium, and aimoet ail contirue on o graduate from high school.

See Communities, naxt page
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued
Depariment of Defense Annournces:
Two AMERICA 2000 Communities

Fort Hood, Texms, and the National:
Trakning Conrider at Fort invdn, Calfor- -
nia, bacarne the first iy cormimuni-
mnmumm
stralegy on A 26. -

Fort Hood, mmamv,a
ATY's (1 Corps, has seversd ey

includirg a
program that provides role

modicis from the Ay comminily,
mamfnmmm
onNe-onN-one -
mbﬁstgm

Fort iy mmmm
in the Unltad States with a Hiad Start
program ot post; hae four colege
dagree-granting programs on post 1
mmmamm

“Partnerships, continmed

abilitics in the arts (preliminary work 10 start in July 1992 with the goal of having NAEP arts

assessment in place by 1996).

Pepsi Adopts RAPID CITY
PROJECT 2000

Using a take off of #s national
theme, Pepsi-Cola is giving the
AMERICA 2000 effort inRapid City,
South Dakots, & plug.  Papsi-Cola
Bottiing Company of Rapid Clly has
adoptad the RAPID CITY PROJECT
2000 prograny, '
ﬂiepmqmmanasowopopslm
which wif be distributed thfoughout
the Black Hills area of South Dakota.
The side panele of the Pepesi cane
Wil how say, ‘Golta Have
i..Education.® The AMERICA 2000

loge and the six Natfonal Education
Gmismmmddoof#mmns

Give the AMERICA 2000
Newslotter an update of your
community's efforts to transform
its schools. We want to hear
about your break-the-mold initia-
tives and Ideas for reaching one
or more of the Nationat Education
Goals. Mall your updates to: U.S.
Department of Education; Cffice
of Publlc Affairs; Room 2089; 400
Maryland Ave., SW; Washington,
DL 20202-0131; Attn: AMERICA
2000 Newslisttar.

A Arts Education Research Conference. A May 1992 national conference, followed by

regional conferences, o launch the development of a 10-year research agenda in the area of

arts education.

A National Arts Education Dissemination Netwark. A natioowide telecommunications

network and dearinghouse to improve dissemination of quality arts education programs in
schools, including refeeral services and a maticawide telecommmications network for
educators. Planning for the network has begun; a contract has been issued by the National
Endowment for the Arts © the John F. Kennedy Ceater for the Performing Ats.
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‘Communities, contnued _ '

Havertford's (PA) Arts Curriculum
inciludes Evaluation. Haverford's
arts cumiculum integrates frequent
fleld trips to area museums into a
arts curriculum for all students. in
addition to classroom and school
evaluations, Haverford has
developed a district-wide yearty
evaluation to hold itseif account-
able for resuits.

Missourl and Nebraska Use Re-
nowned Choreographer.
Schools in both states are beneﬂt-
ing from dancer and
pher Suzanne Grace's 't.mguage
of Movement® residency program
which heips students ocplore the
basic dance elements.

California-Based Center Helps .-
With Community-based Arts
Program. The city of Montebelio,
in conjunction with the Getty
Center for Education in the Arts,
provides teachers and school
administrators with professional
development In the district's K-12
arts cumricuium through adter-
school workshops and summer
training. Instructionsi arts packets
are being deveioped for teachers
in English and Spanish.

Texas-based Institute Heips
Provide Arts Partnerships. The
Texas Institute for Arts Education
provides professional develop-
ment in the arts for teachers
through partnerships with indi-
vidual districts. The institute is
working with more than a dozen
districts by offering a three-week
course for five teachers from each
district school.
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

.

more

ment in Muray Clly than the town has
avwr ' YWhen | was mayar
of & sral ctty, | drearned of coopera-
ton between the cty, the school
Superintendert Ron Stephens during
aMURRAY CITY 2000 meeting.
“Now in Murray, this is no fonger &
dream. AMERICA 2000 has shown

Soe News, naxt page

AMERICA 2=
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Communities Invited to
AMERICA 2000 Satellite Meeting

On Tuesday, May 26, communities across the country can participate in the first of a
series of AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meetings to share experiences and informa-
tion about reaching the National Education Goals — goal by goal, community by
community.

The first meeting, jointly sponsored by the Department of Education and the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, will focus on National Education Goal 2: “By the year 2000,
the high school graduation rate will increase to at Jeast 90 percent.”

“More than 1,100 communities and nearly 900 local chambers of commerce have
already begun working on ways to achieve the six National Education Goals," said
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander in announcing the meetings. “Onpe of the ways
we think we can help is by encouraging a national conversation — helping communi-
ties talk with each other about their challenges, innovative practices and strategies.”

The May 26 Satellite Town Meeting will originate from the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce studio in Washington, D.C, at 8:30 p.m., EDT. It will be transmitted live
via satellite to “downlink” sites around the country and will run approximately 60
minutes. Communities can participate in the discussion by arranging a meeting at a
local satellite downlink site and by calling a special telephone number (to be publicized
during the meeting) to ask questions or join in the discussion. [See “box” below for
potential downlink sites and satellite coordinates.]

Secretary Alexander will serve as moderator of the meeting and will be joined in the

See Satellite, next page

Help Your Community Join Us at the May 26 Satellite Town Meeting!

MNote: Many AMERICA 2000 Community lsaders have alrsady raceived a tetter with the Information listed bslow. Please check with
your jocal AMERICA 2000 coordinating committee betore proceeding on your own 1 find a *downlink" facility.)

Ary local sawliie ‘downlink” facility.

Following are the types of organizations

which frequently have downiink facilities:

A local businesses and hotels

A public school system

A iocal cable television station

A lbraries and community certers

A universities, community colieges.
wechnical schools

A wlephone comparty

A hospitals

A neighbors or friends with a backyard
satellite dish

it may require some research and

wlephone work on your part to locate one

—and theremaybe afes to use it

Tuesday, May 26, 8:30 p.m. (EDT), 60 June 23
minutes. Nowe: There will be a signal test Goal 8 Safe, Disciplined, Drug-tree
beginning at 8:00 p.m. (EDT). Schools

July 28

Provide your local “downlink” site with the Goal 1 School Readiness

foliowing Samlie Coordinaes: Sept. 1

C-band Goa! 3 Student Achievement in the
Galaxy 6 Core Subjects
Transponder 10, Channei 10 Oct. 13
Vertical polarization .
Domini‘:cfﬂroqmncy 2900 Mhz Goal 4 Firstin Math and Science
Audio subcarfier: 6.2 and 6.8 Nov. 17

Ku-band Goal &5 Aduft Lheracy, Lifelong
SBS-6 Learning
Transponder 10
Vertical polarizason
Downlink frequency 11945.5 Mhz v , J

Audio subcarrier: 6.2 and 6.8

————
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commitise 1o Bunch AMERICA 2000 in
Sheawnee. The iown rallfed behind ihe
ofort, and & new AMERICA 2000
intintive rasued. Aside fom & reward-
ing experience, Lofis received & $1,000
acholership for her efforts.
EAST PROVIDENCE (A1) 2000

On May 7, Governor Bruce Sundiun
(D) and Mayor Leo Sullvan helped idck
off EAST PROVIDENCE 2000, which is
being spearheaded by Supeririendent
John DeGoss. ED's Disne ReAich,
assistark secyetary for ed.cationel

research and improvemen, attended the

launch, along wilh more than 250

comamunyty lseders.

EDMONDS (WA) 2000 Kicks Off
EDMONDS 2000 was launched on

‘March 17 with a crowd of more than

reach the National Education Goals.
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AMERICA 2000 LE ADERSHIP CONFERENCES TO LAUNCH IN JUNE
In addition to the AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meetings, the Department and
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce are planning a series of six AMERICA 2000
Leadership Warkshops for community and chamber of commerce leaders who
have cornmitted to pursuing the AMERICA 2000 challenges in their commounities.
The Warkshops will belp these leaders talk in-depth, face-to-face about ways to

The first two-day AMERICA 2000 I eadership Workshop will be held in
Denver, Colorado, on June 29-30. The secand meeting is planned for Atlanta,
Georgia, on July 20-21. Future meetings are being scheduled for other regions of
the country. AMERICA 2000 community and chamber of commerce leaders can
attend any session — regardless of region — on a first-oaroe, first-served basis.
Future dates and sites will be announced in a later newsletter.

Satellite, contnued .
Washingwon, D.C., studio by two
representatives from AMERICA 2000
Communities — SAN ANTONIO (TX)
2000 and TULSA (OK) 2000 — and a
pationally recognized expert on dropout
prevention:

A Maria Ferrier, Volunteer Coordi-
nator for San Antonio's Southwest
Independent School District and a
1990 Presidential Point of Light,
will discuss the city’s successful
mentoring and intervention programs
designed to prevent dropouts.

A Kara Gae Wilson, Superintendent,
Tulsa County Schools, will discuss
Tuisa’s efforts to retrain and re-
educate dropouts, and the city’s
enforcement of state laws requiring
parents o ensure that their children
attend school. Tulsa’s attendance
enforcement strategy has helped bring
sbout a 43 percent drop in the
community’s dropout rate in two
years.

A Bill Milliken, Founder and Presi-
dent, Citles in Schools (C1S), will
discuss the nation’s largest non-profit
dropout prevention program, located
in more than 60 communities at
nearly 400 educational sites through-
out the country. CIS develops public/
private partnerships which bring
school-based social services to at-risk
youth, helping themn deal successfully
with such issues as school attendance,
literacy, job preparedness, teen
pregnancy and drug/alcohol abuse.
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Join us in a discussion of
National Education Goal 6

&S
(safe, disciplined and drug-free A~y
schools), at the next Satellite AM ER ' CA —— N
Town Meeting, June 23. Watch _— ‘
your mailbox and the next 2 000—\

newsletter for details.....

NOMBERISWEHEROF JUSE 1Y S ' C LS DEPARINENT OF EDUCVTION

AMERICA 2000 TO HOLD

PEGIONAL San Antonio and Tulsa Featured
iEi- el 250 Communities Join AMERICA
Mot e 2000 Satellite Town Meeting

Lead -ty Varkohe

San Antonio, Texas, has recruited an “army” of mentoring volunteers, while Tulsa,
aune st St Lo T et Oklahoma, has enforced mandatory school attendance laws to lower local dropout rates,
Mty e e e b e said leaders from both communities during the first of six AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town
wleo b LN T a Mectings on achieving the National Education Goals.
ho e e The May 26 meeting, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S.
I Chamber of Commerce, focused on National Education Goal 2, increasing the graduation
T ' rate to 90 percent by the year 2000. Nearly 250 communities and local chambers joined
the discussion by arranging their own “downlinks” and holding local meetings [see story,

' page 2].

Pt Southie st The meeting, moderated by Education Secretary Lamar Alexander, was held in the U.S.

o The ol oL Chamber’s broadcast studios in Washington, D.C. Maria Hemandez Fermier, executive

' ; i director for special programs for the Southwest Independent School District and a 1990

Presidential Point of Light, represented San Antonio, and Tulsa Schools County Superin-

tendent, Dr. Kara Gae Wilson, represented Tulsa. Bill Milliken, founder and president of

Cities in Schools, discussed the nation's largest nonprofit dropout prevention program,

located in more than 60 communities.

San Antonio Recruits 3,000 Mentors — Ferrier

“We have approximately 3,000 mentors in San Antonio in about 49 schools that come
ther cormuntes one hour a week into the regular school day and work one-on-one with students,” said
Himst ot of these Le vl ™ Ferrier. She said that many of the mentors are from the military. “Kelly Air Force Base
Worksh s inclurke has brought in mentors at the clementary and middle-school levels...We are starting at
A Corcutrent 5o wons 1 e second grade. Next year, however, we are developing a program for high school because
' the mentors are going to be following these children all the way through.”
A TRICA 20060 Fertier provided an overview of SAN ANTONIO 2000 by airing a locally produced
S e videotape highlighting several education reform initiatives:

A ALERICA 2000 G v frem A Parent-Child Incorporated and Avance. Both preschool programs prepare San
U'S Chamber of Conv : tonio children for a lifetime of learning by reaching the children before they enter
US Depatimentat £ 1t school and teaching the parents basic skills to help them cope with the challenges of
othorls raising a child.

A Opportunitos to meet ans trk A Smart Schools, a new breed of schools which will embody such concepts as year-
it otk AMERICA 270 round attendance, a commitment to technology, and student commitment to public
service.

A Literacy Council, an organization that attracts 1,000 adult students a year, teaching
basic skills — reading, writing and math.

Peope mterested in bl ot A The Coalition (CO). which will be one of the country’s largest private-public initia-

more ab utthe. e and ol o upnam- tives to keep children drug and gang-free, targets 100,000 at-risk children and teenagers

mq worshops cancall 02 dm through recreation and education programs.

0039 Al AMLRICA 2600 cormy Tulsa Gets Tough on School Attendance — Wilson

Mty aned Chamter of Conm e According to Tulsa County Schools Superintendent Kara Gae Wilson, the Oklahoma

community had “all the other textbook [dropout programs] in place” bfore beginning to

prosecute parents for not sending their children to school, resulting in a 43 percent reduc-
tion in the dropout rate during a two-year period. She noted that the 70 percent graduation
rate climbed to 84 percent. “For every family we took to court, we had another family that
mask and through the AL RITA said, ‘1 don’t want that to be me,” and they made sure then that their children were in

2000 i shetter school,” said Wilson. “We go to court once a month; we have not let up.”

See Salellite, page 4
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A Conversation With America

Communities Talk Goal 2:

From the Statehouse in Carson City, Nevada, to a high school in Fall River, Massachusetts, community leaders from across the country
joined the May 26 Satellite Town Meeting with questions and opinions about reducing the nation’s dropout rate, community by community.
By the time the AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting began [see front page story], at least 250 communities had called the Depart-
ment of Education indicating they planned to “downlink” the satellite transmission. In addition, several cable systems — including Mind
Extension University —transmitted the meeting to many local areas around the country. And satellite dishes in backyards across America

also picked up the downlink.

When the meeting began, Education Secretary Lanar Alexander told all receiving the signal: “You'll have a chance to question us by
telephone, or to make comments yourselves, or to follow-up later.” And comment they did....

West Virginia’s Approach to Dropouts

Sam Meek, county schools superintendent and BERKELEY
{WV) 2000 leader, the first to call in during the meeting, said: “I
don’t think there is a single solution to the dropout problem....We
[West Virginians] have a program of mentoring called PASS
(Providing Academic Self-Esteem and Support), that matches
youngsters one-on-one with tutors and adults in the community
who make it their business to assure that the youngster is success-
ful in school...We've also gone the coust route and had our
magistrates actually sentence parents to attend school with their
youngsters [to enforce school attendance].... Those kinds of things
{work] in combination with a program that encourages our
teachers to make home visits and actuaily pays them a small
stipend to do so. We’ve had over 300 teachers who visited and sat
down around a kitchen table with parents....

Nevada Wants More on Dropout Enforcement

When Sandy Miller, chairman of NEVADA 2000 and wife of
Governor Bob Miller (D-NV), called to ask how Tulsa worked
with prosecutors in enforcing attendance laws, Tulsa Superinten-
dent Kara Gae Wilson responded: ‘The District Attomey indi-
cated that if we would help make the forms intelligible...[he
would] use the very expensive resources to prosecute....We had to
unify our reporting procedure first.”

Tampa Asks About Funding Dropout Programs

‘When Susan Stahl from Tampa, Florida, asked about funding
local dropout programs, Bill Milliken said: I think first you have
to do an analysis of your community to find out what resources are
already there. So many of our resources aren’t properly used.
There are so many resources that the young people need that are
outside the schools, so we have to bring them inside....then we can
do an analysis of how to fill in the gaps....

Secretary Alexander added: “We spend more per student on
elementary and secondary education than any country in the world,
but Switzerand, and so we’ve got to go out and make a case to
taxpayers about why we need more. The idea of adopting the
National Education Goals in San Antonio or Tulsa or any commu-
nity is a way of saying to people, ‘Look, this is what we’re trying
to do...."”"

Tennessee Talks Technology

Dallas Hardin, UPPER EAST TENNESSEE 2000, noted that
his community has an optional high school using technology, that
already has about 200 people enrolled, and is looking at the idea of
community learning centers for dropouts. He asked about the role
of technology in dropout prevention or recovery. Tulsa Superin-
tendent Wilson responded: ‘Technology has been crucial to us in
the Star Center. It’s a component for GED preparation. 1don't
think anyone can miss the reality that technology can take the wide
variety of leamning abilities and meet it at that individual learner’s
needs. Technology is just essential.”

Wilson noted that technology is useful in Tulsa’s “altemative
suspension schoal,” which takes in students suspended from other
County schoals for serious offenses. “We have found that those
students respoad so well to the computers we have available during
the day that we’ve created a lab center, and the teachers have
access to it,” said Wilson, adding that it stays open at night for the
community as Tulsa’s first free computerized literacy lab.

Omaha Helps Local Businesses Rate Themselves

Jessie Rasmussen, from OMAHA 2000, described a local
Omaha strategy that suppoits the idea of a community effort — a
“report card for businesses to evaluate how good of a job they are
doing in terms of supporting education.” Rasmussen said busi-
nesses rate themselves on: 1) recruiting — requiring a high school
diploma and transcripts for employmeat; 2) promoting develop-
ment and literacy in their own workforce; 3) suppoiting parental
involvement in local education; 4) making a direct connection
between what’s happening in education and what’s happening in
the workforce. 4

According to Rasmussen, one company which fared poorly in
the rating decided to give its employees one day with pay to either
spend on their own children’s education or just support education
in general. “That’s what a real partnership means,” she said.
Ohio Asks About Keeping Potential Dropouts in School

Debbie Emery, Hamilton, Ohio, asked how states differ in the
mandatory ages for schodl attendance, “Why do we allow students
to drop out at age 167" According to Tulsa Superintendent
Wilson, “in some states it is16, and some states, 18.”

“You've got to make it exciting for young people to want to be
there in the first place,” said Milliken, “integrate the wordd of work
in the school and create an appreaticeship system...build a bridge
where you actually have kids leaming...and be able to earn maybe
the first paycheck in two and three generations in the family.”

“We're spending, according to the National Alliance of Busi-
ness, $30 to $40 billion a year to retrain young people,” said
Milliken. “ If we took $20 billion of that and really integrated it
with the schools earlier...I think we’d see alot of these young
people responding.

Secretary Alexander added that the states of Wisconsin and
Oregon both are taking a real hard look at just that. “And then
there's ‘Jobs for America,’ a national program that tries to
integrate the world of work with a world of school,” said Alex-
ander.

Florida Asks About Help for Private Schools

Julie Maglio, Brooksville, Florida, asked what was being done
in the area of funding to help private schools deal with “at-risk”
children. According to Secretary Alexander, in several cities —
for example, San Antonio and Indianapolis — private business
people are giving scholarships to low income children for private
schools. “Also in the city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, there is an
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A 90% Graduation Rate

experiment with the support of the governor and Polly Williams,
who's a state legislator, to try to give public money that would
follow children to private schools,” said Alexander. “President
Bush has consistently advocated and recommended to Congress not
giving money directly to private schools but giving govemment
money to middle and low income families that they could then
spend at the schodl they think best meets the needs of their chil-
dren, whether it’s public or private.”

Hot Springs Concerned About ““At-Risk” Children

Gus Scully, Hot Springs, South Dakota, asked San Antonio
leader Maria Ferrier about the city's intervention on behalf of at-risk
students, primarily the program that works with preschool children
and pareats at the same time.

“The program you're talking about is Avance,” said Ferrier.
“Parents are brought in right in the community where they live, and
are taught parenting akills, job akills training, while at the same
time, the children are {wotking]... at their own developmental pace.
A lot of the funding has been federal, and some has been state.”

Fall River Lowers Dropout Rate

John Correiro, Fall River, Massachusetts, noted that his
community has cut its dropout rate by 20 percent — from 50
percent to 30 percent — in the past five years. “We did get the
business community involved to a great extent,” said Cotreiro.
According to Cotreiro, the community did an eight-month Blue
Ribbon Commitree study of the problem, then pressured the
community to focus on certain issues — summer school, evening
school, work study program and a mentor program. “Our meator
program is aimed at elementary schools, and I'm interested in the
[San Antonio] program I heard about tonight, because obviously
3,000 mentors go right through the high school,” said Correiro. “I
wonder, is there a screening process {with that many meators]?”

According to Ferrier, in San Antonio, the mentor wotks with the
student at the school, and very seldom, at least in the schoal-based
mentoring programs, goes off the school campus. “As farasthe
screening goes, we work very closely with the businesses so that
there’s an advisory council made up of the business people as well
as the schoal people, and we get to know each other very well,”
said Ferrier, “They also fill out a personal profile as do the childrea
when we match them.”

Phoenix Looks at Homeless Students

Sandra Dowling, Maricopa County schools superintendent,
Phoenix, Arizona, noted that Phoenix is working on different
viable alternative forms of education, including a homeless
program for students with no school district status due to their lack
of shelter, and a teen pregnancy program. “Our county attormey
has informed us that [with our] compulsory attendance [laws] we
could not actually do prosecution, nor do I think that we would opt
to do that anyway.”

Tulsa Superintendent Wilson commented: “Ican’t stress
enough that our state laws are not necessarily very strong. It'sa
$25 misdemeanor fine. You can be fined more for parking your
car in the wrong place than you can for not parking your child in
school.”

“So you can’t actually go to jail?” asked Secretary Alexander.
“You don’t necessarily, unless you don’t show up, and then our
judge might issuc a bench warrant,” said Wilson. “We've had
Colorade and Kansas [call us)... interested in actually reforming
laws at the state level....”

California Asks About Standards for At-Risk Students
Dr. Joseph Ovick, Contra Costa Community College,
California, asked the panelists, “As you move ahead with the
See Goal 2, next page

California (13), Oregon (12), and New York (12).

Nearly 250 communities participated in the first AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, with commuanities in forty-nine of the
fifty states tuned in. By state, Tamhadﬂwmtwmmmmkspam@whghﬂwwdhkmnuﬁng(szdlmwdby
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NEW lN BRIEF.-- . Wilson also discussed Tulsa’s STAR Oentu', one of the US. dropout demonstration
g federally-funded projects. *Tt’s making a difference because it helps to serve again all of
our county schools in Tulsa County...We could not do it withcut the involvement and
cooperation of Tulsa County Vo-Tech,” said Wilson. “It’s been instrumental in giving
students real training and real skills to become productive in the market again.”
According to Wilson, it is important to remember that the dropout problem crosses

“every socio-cconomic group, every race, both genders...girls as well as boys.”
Communities, Not Just Educators Needed — Milliken

“We have to first start by understanding that we are not going to solve this strictly as
educators, but it’s going to take the entire community to do it,” said Cities in Schools
founder Milliken, a dropout himself.

I just came back from Brooklyn, where New York Schoals Superintendent Joseph
Femandez and 1 opened up another school....In that audience were the superintendent
...district borough president...the unions... the social sexvice people...the students, the
parents, the mentoss from the business community — it was the whole community saying
‘we're going to tum this around’.”

Education and the California Riots—Alexander

“Bducation is usually not front page news or at the top of the evening television news,
but education is the solution to most of what is,” said Secretary Alexander. “T had a good
lesson in that last week,” referring to his recent visit to the city of Compton, California, site
of recent riots. “The school superintendent, Dr. J.L. Handy, tald me that one resson for
that is that 75 percent of the Sth graders never finish high school.”

Gaoal 2, comtinnidcd

changes in educational programs as we are here in Contra Costa County, are you also looking at modifying the graduation standards
for the young people as they move through the programs?”

“In San Antonio, we're looking at accelerating [standards] because one of the things we're finding is that when you're wotking
with young, at-risk people...these kids need an accelerated program, so it’s almost raising the standards — but making school
exciting,” said Ferrier.

Secretary Alexander added: “ I think some of the most interesting work I've seen going on is the work that Dr. Henry Levin at
Stanford is doing with his Accelerated Schools. You don’t slow anybody down, you speed them up. Dr. James Comer from Yale in
his schools; Ted Sizer's work; the Success for All program in Baltimore — all of these are showing that the at-risk kids don’t benefit
from being slowed down, and they can learn just as well as the others.”

Fresno Finds Attendance Programs Make a Difference

Peter Mehas, Fresne County superintendent and FRESNO 2000 leader, noted that potential dropouts show pattems of poox
school attendance early-on, and the Fresno County school districts with vigorous attendance programs have made great gains in
reducing the dropout rate. “Also, in terms...of early intervention ...we have what we call a K-6 program, where we’re working very
closely with the Department of Social Services and law enforcement agencies...[and] get social service workers into the schools ata
very, very early age,” said Mehas. He also noted that Fresno has been pror-oting “those skills that they feel the students need in
order to be employable as they leave the schools.”
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. Goal 6 to Be Featured
Second Satellite Town

Meeting to Focus on
Safe, Drug-Free Schools

On Tuesday, June 23, communities
across the country can participate in the
second in a series of AMERICA 2000
Satellite Town Meetings ou the six

2000, every school in America will be

disciplined environment conducive o
leamning.”

The meeting, co-sponsored by the
Department of Education and the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, will ofiginate

mately 60 minutes. Communities can

(to be publicized during the meeting) to
_ ask questions or join in the discussion.
[See box below for additional informa-
tion].
Secretary Alexander will serve as
moderator and will be joined by:

A John Bailey, aide to Trenton (NJ)
Mayor Douglas Palmer (D) and

National Education Goals. The wopic of
the meeting will be Goal 6, “By the year

free of drugs and violenoce and will offera -

from the Chamber’s studio in Washing-
ton, D.C., at 8:30 EDT and last approxi-

participate in the discussion by amranging a
meeting at a Jocal satellite downlink site
and by calling a special telephone mumber

- AMERICA <=
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Atlanta to Host Second Meeting

Agenda for Denver's Regional
Leadership Workshop Set

John Gottschalk, publisher of the Omaha World Herald and chainman of OMAHA 2000 ,
will serve as keynote speaker for the first of six AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership
Workshops, in Denver, Colorado, June 29-30.

Gottschalk will discuss community responsibilities in organizing AMERICA 2000
initiatives, speaking rom his own experience with OMAHA 2000. Education Secretary
Lamar Alexander also is scheduled to address the group via satellite and will follow with a
question and answer session on a telephone hook-up.

In addition, several sessions will focus on various aspects of the AMERICA 2000 four-
part challenge: 1) adopting the National Education Goals: 2) developing a community-
wide strategy to meet them; 3) designing a report card to measure progress; and 4) planning
for and supporting a new American school.

Among other topics during the two-day session:

A “Communicating the AMERICA 2000 Message — The Importance of Getting
Community ‘Buy-in"";
A “Programs that Work: Chambers of Commerce that are ‘Breaking the Mold™”;

.S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION -

project director for Weed and Seed. |

Bailey will discuss the pilot program
for the federally-funded, community-
based strategy designed to “weed out”
crime, drug abuse and gang activities
from targeted neighborhoods and
“seed” them with educational,
recreatiopal and other services.

A Veronica Caleman. judge in the
Memphis (TN) juvenile courts and
chair of the MEMPHIS 2000 task
force on Goal Six. Coleman will
discuss how Memphis, as a commu-
nity, has organized 0 combat drugs
and violence in local schools.

4 Mike Hall principal of Andersen
High School Cindnnati (OH). Hall
will discuss a program he developed
for drug and alcohol preveation that
features athletes — taking advantage
of their status as role models—and
uses coaches to deliver a regular,
structured drug and alcohol curricu-
lum. The U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency now uscs it as a model for
other schools.

A “World Class Standards and Testing: A Voluntary System of Assessments.”

The second workshop is scheduled for Atlanta, Georgia, on july 20-21. Additional
workshops are planned for San Francisco and for the Northeast, Midwest and Southwest
regions. AMERICA 2000 community and Chamber of Commerce leaders can atiend any
workshop regardless of region. For additional information, contact (202) 401-0039.

Audio Subcarsier: 6.2 and 6.8

... How.to Join the June 23 Satellite Town Meeting
The next Sateilite Town Meeting will be Tuesday, June 23, 8:30 p.m., EDT. A westsignal

will begin at8 p.m.
Locating e Downlink Site
Provide your “downlink’’ site with the following Satellite Coordinates:
C-band* Kn-band
Galaxy 6 SBS-6
Transponder 9, Channel 9 Transponder 10
Horizontal Polarization Vertical polarization
Downlink frequency 3880 Mhz Downlink frequency 11945.5 Mhz

Aundio Subcarrier: 6.2 and 6.8

*DPlease note that the C-band coordinates are different from the ones used for the first
AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting. The Ku-band coordinates remain the saue.

J.C. Penney Co. has informed the Department that it intends 1o make downlink sites
available at selected stores in the Central, Mountsin and Pacific Time Zones [not the Eastern or
Atlantic Time Zones because of store houss]. The AMERICA 2000 Office (1-800-USA-
LEARN) has a listing of the local J.C. Penney stores which plan %o offer downlink sites.

Can’t locate a downlink? Have technical problems at the last minute which can’t be fixed in
time for the transmission? Call (719) 444-0803 for a live, audio-only feed of the meeting.
Here's How Other Communities Did It...

County educational oeaters, local schools and cven a neighborhood pub were used by
communities o arrange satellite '‘downlinks” and meeting places for the first AMERICA 2000
Satellite Town Meeting, May 26. Many communities picked up the meeting on local cable

See Town Meeting , next page




NEWS IN BRIEF...

CHAMI 2000 Kicks Off

On May 29, Secretary Alex-
ander joined community, educa-
tion and.business leaders at the
Graham Center for the faunch of
MIAMI 2000. Leading the Miami
sffort are Florida International
University (FIL), Miamni-Dade
Communily Colisgs, Dade County . -
public schoots and the Greatsr ®
Miami Chamber of Commerce. )
“Our plans fit right into the
AMERICA 2000 plan,” said FIU
President Modsesto Maldique.
ABILENE (TX) 2000 Launched

On May 21, ABILENE 2000
Kicked off at the focaf civic center.
Assistant Secretary for Cil Rights
Michael Williams represented the
Education Department.

Reprinted rorn he Aflnis Joumal Consiliiion, Mey 28, 1962

Gunning for the Six
National Education Goals

Here are the 20 Georgla communities,
recognized by Gov. Zell Miler eariler this
month, that have organized as GEORGIA
2000 communities and afe planning how to
meet the National Education Goals —to
reduce the dropout rate, raise science and
math achievement and the ke — in their
hometowns. Most of the organized efforts are

outside the greater metro ared.
Athens-Clarke Co. .....Jenking Co.
Carolton ......... .. Vaidosta-Lowndes Co.
Coffee Co. ................. Macon Columbia Co
Columbia Co. ............ Pauiding Co.
Coweta Co. ....covecrenes Pickans Co

Deialb Co. ...coveeenvnnee Plerce Co
Emanuel Co. .....ccvcveu. Fabun Co
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Grant Announced to Develop Worid Class Arts Standards
‘The U.S. Department of Education, the National Endowment for the Asts and the

- National Endowment for the Humanities launched a key element of the AMERICA 2000

Arts Partnership on June 4 by announcing a $250,000 grant to a consortium of arts
aducators to develop voluntary World Class Standards for ar's education. The grant
announced is for the first year of what is expeced to be a two-year effort.

The grant will enable the Consortium of National Arts Education Aseociations — which
includes representatives from the American Alliance for Theater and Educaticn, the Music
Educators National Conference, the National Art Education Association, and the National
Dance Association — to coordinate and oversee the development of voluntary Wonld Class
Standards in the major arts disciplines — dancse, theater, the visual arts and music and other
reilated subjects.

The AMERICA 2000 Arts Partnership was announced in March and s a s
strategy that inciudes developing volurtary Worid Class Standards for the knowlec. ge, skills
and understanding that ail students shouid acquire in the arts.

in addition to developing voluntary World Class Standards, the AMERICA 2000 Arts
Partnership calls for: involving AMERICA 2000 communities in arts education; helping states
implement the new voluntary standards; creating & National Center for Arts Education;
expanding the National Assessment of Educational Progress to inciude arts assassment,
developing a research agenda in arts education; and designing a National Arts Education
Dissemination Network.

access channels through Mind Extension University, a cable network. Others sed neighbors |-

with backyard satellite dishes:
A Lexington (MA) watched the first Satellite Town Meeting in a local school, since noarly afl |
the achools have saseilite dishes and an access channel provided by the Massachusetss
Corporation for Educational Teleconferences. The local cable company also made the
Satkellite Town Mecting avsilable 10 the community.

Highland County (OH) waiched at the IDEA Center (Individual Deve and
Foonomic Advancement) which houses the Chamber of Commerce and the Adu’. Bduca-
tion nt of Great Oaks Joint Vocational School. The cable company provided the
service free, and the local K-Mart loaned televisions at no cost for the moeting .

Manatee (FL) viewed the Town Meeting at the school system’s Instructional Matezials
Center, which has a satellite dish bed located at the Media Resource Center for all teachers
and school specialists. The Town Meeting was broadcast community-wide through the
Manatee Educational Television System, and the Chamber hosted an on-site meeting for
parents, teachers, and business leaders.

Walmut (IA) used the county extension service cenier (18 miles away), which has a
downlink facility on-site for leaming, when the kocal cable compeny said it could not
arrange the downlink.
Plscataway/Middlesex (NJ) found out that the local cable company could not downlink
cither satellife, 50 organizers turped to Max's Sports Cafe, which could pick up Galaxy 6.
The restaurant provided a meeting area and phone to call in.

Other communities turned to local high schools, local community colleges, state
networks, Public Brosdcasting stations, and local utility board rooms.
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The next AMERICA 2000
Regional Workshops are in
Atlanta, GA, July 20-21,
and San Francisco, CA,
September 15-16...

See back page for details.
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400 Communities Join Second
AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting

Trenton, New Jersey, is using a community-based program to “weed” out crime and
drug use and “seed” neighborhoods with social and educational services. Memphis,

Want to Organize Your ¢

Own. Town Meeting?

Ths next AMERIGA 2000 Jateliite
Meeting; July 28-will feature-Goat 1— -
all children starfing schoal ready-ta
tearn. Here's haw several communities
organizad meefngs. arourd the last
AMERIGA 2000 Sateﬂzie Town Meet-

ing, Jure 23z .
A Perre broughi in ihe Pchce About

£

30 residents ki Plere, South Dakata,
heid a ocal meeting before and after
the satellite transmission to discuss
comenunity neads ard invited tha
policer to speak about crime, drtgs
and aleohd in the schoofs. “IPsa
way that we can pull our assets
togethe!,” said Tom Leckey, PIERRE
2000 coordimator.

San Antonio Met Gpreh Style. An
hour befare tha satellile ransmissiorn,

" San Artanio, Texas. held a lorum

Cprah Winfrey style — with SAN

- ANTONIO 2000 feadsr Karyne

Conley, walking around the audience
with a ymicrophone, taking comyments
and guestions. About 70 San
Anlonjans fistened ta'a panal which
pcluded rnambers of Victory Gut-
reach, a group of former gang
members who help keep youngsters
from joining gangs. - According to
Skip Cox, chairman of SAN ANTO-
NIO 2000, the meeting is *a very
positive thing. it is really getting that
dialogue moving....”

Saniorwville Jained Farces, About
150 people representing ning school
districts in Bentonville. Arkansas,
attendad a mesting at Wal-Mart
headquarters. After the Satellile
Town Meeting, schoct administrators,
teachers, parents, and interested
titizene wetre able to camment and
ask questions.

Cickinson Fooused on Bings
Dyeipking, About 25 people attended
a focal meeling after the Salellite
Town Meeting to discuss binge
drinking in Dickinson, Nortix Dakota.
Paricipants included teachers,
rapreseniatives from the Charmber of
Comimerce and the local Coca Cola
compatny, school adrinistrators,
representatives from the juvenile
divieion, and the dean of student
affairs at Dickinsan State University.
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Tennessee, has formed a local task force to address school-related drug and violence
problems. Both communities were highlighted during the second AMERICA 2000
Satellite Town Mecting, June 23, which focused on National Education Goal 6 — safe,
disciplined, drug-free schools.

Nearly 400 communities and local chambers of commerce arranged satellite “down-
links” to join the meeting, which was sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and
the U.S. Department of Education and moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander. Guests
in the U.S. Chamber’s studio in Washington, D.C., were:

A John Bailey, aide to Trenton Mayor Douglas Palmer (D) and project director for the
city’s federall;, -sponsored Weed and Seed program;

A Veronica Coleman, judge in the Memphis juvenile courts and chair of the MEMPHIS
2000 task force on Goal Six; and

A Mike Hall, principal of Anderson High School, Cincinnati, Ohio, and creator of a
school-based drug and alcohol prevention program focusing on athletes.

Weed and Seed Harnesses Community Resources — Balley

“We've cleared out the open air drug traffickers ard removed the violent offenders from
particular areas of Trenton,” said John Bailey, who said that the Weed and Seed program
also provides four “safe haven schools,” which are kept open after the nommal school day
for use by the community. “What we've tried to do is to make sure that young people,
seniors, families, have a place to go for enrichment — be it educational, recreational,
cultural or social.”

Secretary Alexander noted that Kansas City, Missouri, is the other test site for a Weed
and Seed program, and 17 other cities — including Boston, Denver and Los Angeles —
have been awarded federal funds for their own programs. “If you want to ask about
starting up a Weed and Seed project, please call your local U.S. Attorney,” he said.
Parents Critical in Curbing School Drug and Violence — Coleman

According to Veronica Coleman, the MEMPHIS 2000 Task Force sees the home and
family as central to finding a solution for drugs and violence in the schools. “School
systems balk when it is suggested that the solution to drugs and violence is going to be
found within the school system,” said Coleman. “If children see violence at home, if they
see disrespect, then that’s what they're going to bring with them to the classroom.”

Coleman observed that many of the MEMPHIS 2000 Task Force recommendations
inclided some type of parental training, “even parental training for students, because so
many young students are having children of theirown. We have to start very carly.”

Among existing programs helping Memphis reach Goal 6:

A Menmphis City Schools’ Center for Drug Free Schools, established two years ago,
offers prevention and treatment services to students, teachers, parents, schools and
cornmunities.

A The Urban Initintive works in tandem with Drug Free Schools' Center, recruiting and

See Satellite, page 4

Note to Communities That Used J.C. Penney’s “Downlink™ Sites
Due o a techmeal problem, communitics using J G Penney’s “downtink” =it

~ duning
the fast Satellite Town Mectng'did not receiye the transimssion . Videotapr:s ot the

mee Imq will he mailed to these communt sithin the next weeh




A National Conversation

Communities Talk Goal 6: Safe,

Leaders in 400 communities across the country joined the second AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, June 23, with questions and
comments about Goal 6 — safe, disciplined, drug-free schools by the year 2000. Following are highlights of the hour-long meeting:

Lehigh Valley Asks About Community Cooperation
Jerry McAddams, Lehigh Valley, Pennsyivania, asked how
other sectors of the community work with the schools in dealing
with the conditions that breed drug use and violence. Trenton
Official John Bailey responded: “You bring those sectors of the
community together that are interested in the problem....] started
with community meetings.... My second visit was to the school
superintendent, to make sure that she was aware of what we were
doing and to get her blessings for opening up the schoals....[It’s
important] to bring together parents...to make sure they are
educated ...."

San Antonlo Wants More on What Works

Karyne Conley, San Antonio, Texas, noted that San Antonio’s
“CO" [Coalition] is successfully bringing together community
groups. Conley asked about similar programs in other parts of the
country. Memphis Juvenile Court Judge Veronica Coleman
responded: “[OJur program...the Urban Initiative... brings together
{community groups]....I think every school in Memphis now has
been adopted by a business. They actually took all of these
interested community participants to a two-day retreat...and they
came away with action plans.”

Middletown Talks Parental Involvement

Deb Edgerton, Middletown, Ohio, asked about strategies to
increase and improve parcntal involvement. John Bailey re-
sponded: “{In Trenton], we're organizing parents in the Safe
Haven Schools program....[W}e have a Community Advisory
Board for each Safe Haven school where parents are directly
involved in...programming....Safe Haven schools are open from
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and [eardier] during the summer.... We're
trying to make sure we address the types of concerns that parents
feel are important....Education enrichment...technology...are built
into our Safe Haven programs. At the same time, we try to bring
parents in and make them more aware of the types of things that
they need to be about....”

Dallas Fights School Drugs/Crime

Blanca Martinez, Dallas, Texas, talked about a successful
Dallas-based program, Nuestro (' .iiro, which receives federal
suppott. “We're a community-based organization that has formed
a partnership with the schools....We've been very successful in
lowering gang violence....We provide mentors for the kids...
counseling...field trips...parenting classes. Home visits are
mandated for the counselors.... The kids themselves wrote and
produced a play [about a type of drug commonly used in the
Latino Community]....We take it to all of the elementary and
middle schools, and the kids talk to the kids. For more informa-
tion about the program, call the Office of Juvenile Justice {U.S.
Department of Justice; 202-307-5914] or Nuestro Centro {in
Dallas: 214-948-TEEN].”

Contra Costa County Asks About Federal Funding
Jean Perry, San Pablo, California, asked: “The Contra Costa
Council Education Task Force...wants to know [if] you foresee
sustained federal funding — like five to ten years — available to
implement drug prevention and early intervention programs in
schools. Secretary Alexander responded: “Yes. I've talked to
many of the members of Congress. From Washington, it's

difficult to do things that are really useful in local classrooms and
communities, but the Congress has committed to that."

Coachella Valley Talks About Federal Support

Janeil Esmeralda, Coachella Valley, California, noted that her
community has been declared an enterprise zone and asked if there
is any advantage in receiving Weed and Seed funding. Trenton's
John Bailey responded: “I think it is to your advantage...[TThe
President’s fiscal year budget for '93, part of the $500 million
...will be tied to the enterprise zones....” [Editor’s Note: see lead
story for details on “Weed and Seed”]

Secretary Alexander added, “I’'m glad you’re thinking and
talking about things that way.....[Y]ou can’t talk sbout all these .
programs separately....Adding entezprise zone to that, taking all the
federal and state and local programai, pulling them together and
focusing them on children is really what an AMERICA 2000
community is all about.”

Hatticshurg Asks About Prenatal Drug Abuse Victims
Sheila Jackson, Hattdesburg, Mississippi, asked for some
examples of successful programs for children entering school who
have been victims of prenatal drug abuse. John Bailey replied:
“..[T]n school districts around the country, superintendents,
principals, referees, everyone is concemed about this issue. 1
would suggest {that] the caller...try to find out what may be the
particular need in your community....” [Editor’s Note: Forthe
latest research on this topic and examples of community-based
programs, contact: National Association for Perinatal Addiction
Research and Education; 11 E Hubbard Street, Suite 200; Chicago,
L 60611; 312-329-2512.]

Anchorage Asks about Financing Education Reform
Patricia Needy in Anchorage, Alaska, asked how Memphis
financed its education reform committee. Veronica Coleman
responded: “We started with five or six sponsors from the business
community. [ believe our original budget was at $75,000....We
have a great volunteer effort [and] three coordinators... We've got
great suppott from the business community to help us
implement..some of the recommendations...."

Richmond Asks About Inncr City Role Models

Alonza Lawrence, Richmeond, Virginia, asked for suggestions on
ways to keep role models in communities hard hit by drugs and
viclence. Trenton's John Bailey responded: “...[Y]ou can never
tell a person where he or she can live. I think we need to come to
grips with that....[Wle just sent approximately 100 black male role
models into the middle schools in Trenton....The superintendent
identified middle scl.ool youngsters as having a pressing need, and
the mayor made a call to his friends and other African-American
males to come to his office....be oriented and trained.... Then we
take those people and tie them into the school district’s mentoring
programs...rather than trying to create another mentor program....”*

Port Jervis Uses larly Intervention

Ann Corcoran, Port Jervis, New York, noted that hez commu-
nity is using early intervention to build students’ self-esteent in
gtade school and carly middle school. She observed that more
trained people are necded at a time when education is facing
budget cuts. Secretary Alexander replied: “Often by e time we
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Disciplined, Drug-Free Schools

recognize a need in Washington...the need is something different.
The President’s proposal [GI Bill for Children, announced on
June 25 — to be discussed in the next AMERICA 2000 Newslet-
ter] will give scholarships to middle and low income families that
they can take to schools that meet the needs of their children, and
then the schools themselves can decide how to spend the money. If
they want to hire counselors, stay open until 8:00 or 9:00 at mght,
or create a safe haven, they can do that, because usually the
teachers on the spot have a better idea of what needs to happen to
those children than somebody in Washington.”

Marietta Talks YWeapons Policies

Frances Roberson, Marietta, Georgia, asked about school
weapons policies. Cincinnati Principal Mike Hall replied: “We try
to make the school a very high risk area for drugs...weapons... We
set up a student handbook that spells out the consequences....
When...we have to take somebody out in handcuffs, we take them
out when there is a class change, and then everyone in school
knows that it's going on.”

Oakhurst Has Voluntary Drug Testing

Bob LaBelle, Oakhurst, California, told participants that his
community has just started a voluntary drug testing program in the
high school, and he would be willing to share that with anyone
who's interested in that program. “We have parents and students
both sign up for the program. The [drug test] results come back
just to the parent and the student if it’s a positive test. We've had a
lot of success....It gives students an opportunity to say no...We
have up to 45 percent of our students involved right now.”
[Editor's Note: For more information, contact 1-800-USA-
LEARN (for a fact sheet) or Bob LaBelle 209-683-4667.

Santa Fe Asks About Student Courts

Mike Berry, Santa Fe, Texas, asked for examples of communi-
ties using student courts to oversee violations that occur on school
property. [Editor’s Note: Does your community have a successful
student court? Contact the AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, U.S.
Department of Education; 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.; Room
2089, Washington, D.C. 20202.]

Salem Talks Student Courts...Parenting Education

Don Perkins, Salem, Oregon, called in to respond to Berry's
question: “Student courts used to [exist] about 1970,” said Perkins,
“but they don’t seem to be doing very much around the country at
this point.” He then asked about parenting education programs.
Secretary Alexander said: ‘““Senator Bond of Missouri has
introduced legislation that would expand Missouri’s Parents As
Teachers program....Missouri has had several years experience
with the program, and feels it helps. It's voluntary. Nobody goes
bursting into a home, but parents who want help can get some
advice.” [Editor's Note: For information about Parents As
Teachers, contact Parents As Teachers National Center; University
of Missouri-St. Louis; 8001 Natural Bridge Road: St. Louis,
Missouri 63121; 314-553-5738.]

Veronica Coleman added: “There is a school in
Memphis...teaching the high schoo! teenagers who have had a
pregnancy how to be parents. I'm sure that’s funded through the
Memphis City School System budget.... There may be some state
funds available for that type of parenting, but for the adults
themselves, in parent education, that's largely done through
separate groups like mental health centers. John Bailey con-
cluded: *“...[I}f you're shrewd and creative, you will find a way to

See Goal 6, next page

Nearly 400 commuaniies participated in the second AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, with comnuuities in forty-nine of
AK the fifty states uned in. By state, New York had the mast communities participating in the satellite town meeting (35), Jollowed by
4 Texas (30), California (19) and Massachusetts (19).
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DON'T FORGET THE

REGICNAL WORKSHOPS —.
Where/Whens Southem Region:
Atienta, GA, July 20-21;

Wastem Region: San Frandisce, CA,
September 15-18;

Additional workshop sites will be listed
at a later dats.

Who Shauld Attend: Anyone
interested in starting of developing an
AMERICA 2000 effort in his of her
Cost: $45 per person

Regisiration: Calt 1-800-USA-
LEARN or 202-401-0038 -

v

“Satellite, commmed 1 R

training community “olunteers who help sponsor drug awarencss fairs and parades, “Just Say No” clubs, “Urban Olympics” recre-

ational events, etc. Seventeen Urban Initiative school/community teams exist.

Goal 6, continned

be able to put together, through foundations and corporations, dollars to suppoit programs
along those lines.” For additional information on parent training, contact the National
Federation of Parents 314-968-1322 or the Parent's Resource Institute for Drug Education
404-577-4500.

Rentonville Asks About Integrating Drug Education

Marindie Adair, Bentonville, Arkansas, asked how schools are placing programs like
drug education in their curricula. Hall responded: “In the health curriculum, a substance
abuse section would certainly fit...and one of the goals obviously is to have a K through 12
substance abuse curticulum. The thing that is really key...is to integrate this whole idea of
substance abuse in all of the other curricula....You can easily, in Language Auts classes or
English clas-es, have students writing about the subject, in Social Studies classes, and
econofmi- s classes.”

Colenan added: “The Memphis Mendez Curriculum...is in K through 12....In the first
six grades, it is taught through the health courses curriculum, but in the upper grade levels,
it's taught through the core courses...and it's supposed to be not only an intervention but
prevention curriculum as well.”

A The Mendez Curriculum, in place for grades K-12 in Memphis schools, presents facts about drugs and teaches skills to resist peer
pressure. In the early grades. the curriculum is presented as a separate unit; in high school it is integrated into social studies, health, law

and other courses.

A About Face is an eight-month, boot-cam

year-old drug offenders.

Drug and Alcohol Programs Cross All Communities — Hall

Cincinnati School Principal Mike Hall observed that drug and alcohol problems cross all
communities — from inner cities to suburbia. “There are {drug/alcohol] programs that are
successful in all kinds of settings, but basically the strategies are the same,"” said Hall.

Hall's drug and alcohol awareness program requires all student athletes (about half the
student population) to sign a pledge promising to be alcohol- and drug-free during the sports
season. Parents are asked to co-sign. Central tothe program is “The Room,” a drop-in
counseling center open all day long during school and staffed by adult and student volunteers.
“It's in an out-of-the-way place, but they're basically free to discuss anything they want to
discuss,” said Hall. “The number one rule is whatever is said there, stays there.”

Before the program started, 68 percent of the student athletes admitted to alcohol use and 35
percent said they used drugs. A recent survey found that 97 percent of Anderson athletes are
now alcohol- and drug- free during their sport scason, and 72 percent say they stayed that way

for the entire year.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency has published Hall’s program and distributes it with the
help of the national High School Athletic Coaches Association, the National Football League
and Intemational Association of Chiefs of Police.

p style training program created at the request of the Memphis Juvenile Court to serve 14-17

The National Educatioh
Goals in Brief...

1. All Children Ready for School
2. 90°, Graduation Ratc

S I Chitdren Protficient in At
cast English, Math. Science.,
" History, and Geography

4. Fustinthe World in Math and
Science

5. Every Adult Literate and Able
to Compete in the Work Force

6. Drugs and Violence Out of
‘Schools

o A

8z "oN enos|
5§¥19 LSl Q0ZYIIUTINY o 0068 350 AL YA HO4 ALTYNId
o omind " | ~— il S9INIBNA VIS0
e ST COPY AVAILABLF  ~~=” - NOLvonGa 40 hamLEVAZa S

v




Dont forget the next AMERICA

Aa
2000 Regional Workshops — A>egp
Atlanta, GA, July 20-21, and A M ER ' CA ——
San Francisco, CA, Septern- —_‘
ber 15-16. Call 1-800-USA- 2 000—\
LEARN for details....
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Third Satcllite Town
Meeting to Focus on
School Readiness

[ ‘ (4 ®
President Proposes “GI Bill for Children”’
Calling it “a crucial component of our effosts to help the country achieve the National Education
Goals,"” President Bush transmitted to the Congress anew “GI Bill for Children” on June 25. The
proposed legislation would authorize $500 million in new federal (FY93) furdds and additional
amounts in later years for states an! ommunities to give $1,000 scholarships to middle- and low-
income children. Families could spend the scholarships at any lawfully operating schodl of their

A 1o Wantark e shanks
o

oNTOOREEE e e
L A B
b bt e !
A Dol Gotlah
Iy oot Gty Sobead G
A ol Sucatmandi,
| RN I

L N TR A

ASAN

TP S

o on oy
wvel ot
withie e b e

Ploe oot e N o0
\1 i+ ol b
Novw N St
Cogp oo e

e Wb O i
TN I TR [T TR LTI P
Nt B o et b e
TR PETRRRY R RN & Ps bypoare m
of Polins e oty Bos 0w pat
Conmiie e
demandind 0 oty

Forpnnth e e Tinda
RO TIRTSIIIIAY

Joowdote b o, A T TY I

and e eb o WL e it
the ol oo

bl

(

|

L}

(1

1

A\

I o o e B I
bon b

t ki

s oon v th

choice — public, private, of religious — including up to $500 of the money for supplementary

academic services for ther children.

In a message to Congress, the President nvted
that the bill “will give middle- and low-income
families more of the same chaices available to
wealthier families.” He described why the
measure is modeled after the existing CI Bill for
veterans:

This consumer power gave veterans
opportunity, helped to create the best
system of colleges and universities in the
world and gave America a new generation
of leaders.... This bill [GI Bill for Chil-
dren] will...provide new funds at the school
site that teachers and principals can use to
help all children achieve...create a markes-
place of educational opportunities to help
improve all schools; engage parenis in
their children's schooling; and encourage
creation of other academic programs for
children before and after school, on
weekends, or during school vacations.

States or localities would be required to apply
for the funding, and the Secretary of Education
would select grantees on the basis of:

1y the number and variety of chaices made
available to families;

2) the extent to which the applicant has provided
educational choices to all children, including
children who are not eligible for scholarships;

3) the proportion of children who will participate
from low-income families;

4) The applicant’s financial support (including
private support) for the project.

The maximum family income allowed for
cligibility would be determined by the state or
locality receiving the grant, but it could not
exceer] the greater of the median income for the
state or the national median income, adjusted for
farnily size. In 1989, the national median family

What the GI Bill for Children
Can Mean for Communities...

The Education Depariment has
produced a table showing the impact of
the new proposed federal grants on
salected school districts across the
country [Editor's Note: states, cities,
counties and other governmental units
are also eligible to receive grants.}

Bimmingham, Alabama, for exampie,
would be eligible for up to $34 million
under the Gl Bili for Children, basad on

_the fact that there are 46,000 public and

private school children within the local

school district, and 34,000 middie- and

low-income children would be eligible for
$1,000 scholarships. This is more than
doubie the amount the district akeady
receives from the Department for
elementary and secordary education
programs. The $500 million for the Gl

Bill in the first year could fund roughly 15

districts similar to Bimmingham.

A sampling of other schodl districts
finds: -

A Indianapoiis, Indiana, would be
eligible o teceive up to $37 million in
new funds over and above (and
almost double) the 19.7 miliion
{edera! dollars currently provided by
the Department of Education;

A Miwaukee, Wisconsin, would be
aligible to receive up to $72 million in
new funds— more than double the
amount provided by the Depariment
of Education in 1990-91;

A San Jose, California, would be
eligible for up to $20 million in new
funds over and above current funding
levels and almost six times the $3.3
million provided in the 1988-89 school
year.

For more information about the Gi Biil

income for a family of four was about $40,000.

“This is the muscle parents need to transform
our education system and create the best schools
in the world for all our children,” said the

{or Chikiren, including a listing of possible
awards in selecled schodl districts, call 1-
800-USA-LEARN.
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Grant Announced to Develop Civics Standards

The Department of Education has
awarded $505.000 to the Center for Civic
Education to support a two-year project
to develop voluntary World Class
Standards for elementary and secondary
education in government and civics.

Secretary Lamar Alexander was joined
by former U.S. Supreme Court Chief
Justice Warren Burger and Center
Director Charles N. Quigley at the
announcement on July 1. Education
Department funding will be supple-
mented by $200,000 from the Pew
Charitable Trusts.

The grants will enable the Center, with
assistance from the National Council for
the Social Studies and a national review

ment of education standards at various
grade levels. The review committee will
include educators; evaluation experts;
scholars in history, the humanities and
the social sciences; and representatives
of professional organizations.

In addition to supporting the develop-
ment of standards in civics, the Depart-
ment has announced similar initiatives in
history, with the National Center for
History in the Schools; in science, with
the National Academy of Science; and
the arts, with a consortium of arts
educators. Standards in mathematics
have already been developed and are
being implemented by the National
Courcil of Teachers of Mathematics.

committee, to coordinate the develop-

Need Help in Assessing Your C ommunity’s Educational Needs?

The AMERICA 2000 Office has learned of two assessment tools which
might be useful for communities looking for help in assessing their strengths
and weaknesses in terms of reaching the six National Education Goals:

1. United Way’s COMPASS Program—a community assessment and
action system developed at United Way of America through a grant
from the Gannett Foundation with help from the Urban Institute.
Many local United Way offices have purchased this assessment package
from national headquan‘erv and may be willing to work with local
AMERICA 2000 groups in determining local education needs. For
information about the package, contact your local United Way organiza-
tion or United Way of America; 401 N. Fairfax St.; Alexandria, VA
22314-2034; 703-683-7887, (Jim Morrison).

2. A five- page Community Assessment Format developed by the Cities in
Schools program to assist local AMERICA 2000 communities, assess
school needs, problems ar:d resources. For a copy, contact 1-800-USA-

NEWS IN"'BRIEF...

._'P
Alabama wdi farm a:—t’mstate
coalition to achisva the Naixona/
Educatian Goafs‘a'»'» becoming t_he

The program will fnclude 95 000
stirdents in‘a 50-mile radius at the
paoint where the three stares
converge.

WASHINGTON, O C, 2000 Holds
Education Summit |

Mayor Sharon Pratt Keﬂy (D)
convened the first. D.C. Education
Summit to focus commumty
attention on reforming education
and identify new resources to
augment the educational system,
May 15-16. . The masting, held at
the University of the District of
Columbia, was part of D.C.'s’
"Countdown to 2000,” the cily's
version of AMERICA 2000,

Plann/ng for the summit actually
began in August 1981, when Kelly
formed the Mayor’s Education
Youth Council, Lecal cammunity
graups, advisory neighborhood
commissions, and the general

LEARN. public were also involved in the
planning.
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 NUAIRER ML MEERKOFIULY 20, 1992

AMERICA 2000 Sate{h‘w Towes:
Mestng, Tiasday; Jily 28,
8:30 p.o., EDT, Tha mestmg will
focus on Narzonal Eo‘ucanon Goal
Amenca w;lf start school reaay fo
Jean,”

sitas.offsred by 4.C: Penney,”
Johnsort Controls and Mind
Extension UmVsrs:Iy, call 1-809-
USA-LEARN.

Harthwest Arkansas Joing
AMERICA 200G+

On July 10, E::chaﬂon Secretary

Lamar Alexatider dtavelad te the
nonthwestern comer of Artkansas
to join 18 communities for the
faunch of NORTHWEST ARKAN-
SAS 2000, The Secretary jolred
Arkansas Lt. Govetnar Jim Guy

Tuekar {D), corporata officials from

Wal-Mart, representatives from
focat eharmbets of commerce and
schoal and community {saders at
the kick-off, which was he{d in
Springdala,
Twin Cltian MIHNESDTS 2000
Sifore baunened

Minnesota Govemat Arno

Carison (R), Supedntendent of 5f,

Paul Schools Curman Gaines,
Minnsapolis Mayor Dan Fraser
(D}, and Education Secretaty

Sea Naws in Brief, paga 4
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1.5 DLIARTMENY OF FDLOCATION

NASDC Selects 11 Design Teams
for Break-the-Mold Schools

The New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC) announced on
July 9 the selection of 11 design teams whose ideas will serve as blueprints for
communities to reinvent their schools to reach the National Education Goals. The
selection was made from nearly 700 proposals received in response to the
Corporation's call last Fall for proposals to “help all students meet world-class
standards in at least five core subjects.”

“These New American School design teams are in the forefront of a movement that
will, by the end of the 1990s, create revolutionary new schools,” said President Bush.
“I know that AMERICA 2000 Communities in every state will be anxious to study
and to use these new school designs to help create their own New American Schools.”

The design teams will work initially in schools and school systems in more than 20
states. They will reach elementary, middle and high school students, along with pre-
schoolers and older citizens in urban, suburban and rural areas.

“I know that AMERICA 2000 Communities in
every state will be anxious to study and to use these
new school designs to help create their own New

American Schools.” President George Bush

*Our challenge brought together the talent, energy and vision of many of the
nation's most creative thinkers in education and business, along with community
leaders and parents,” said NASDC President and CEO Ann McLaughlin. “It united
them in creating real plans to help students make a quantum leap in leaming.”

Criteria important to the selections included the likelihood that the designs will
enable all students to reach the National Education Goals and attain world class
standards, and the quality of plans to assess the performance of the design. Among
the proposals: new tecacher/mentor relationships; the moving of “classrooms” into
community areas such as government offices, libraries and technology centers;
performance, instead of age, groupings; integration of health and social services into
school sites; and curricula designed to develop good students and good citizens [see page
2 for details.)

“Our challenge brought together the talent,
energy and vision of many of the nation’s most
creative thinkers in education and business,
along with community leaders and parents.”
Ann McLaughlin
NASDC President and CEQO

NASDC currently is in the process of negotiating contracts with cach of the 11 teams,
The teans will develop, test and implement their designs in three phases:
A Phase 1, Search and Design (Summer 1992-Summer 1993). Initial contracts will be
for onc year, during which each team is expected to develop the basic design it
proposcs and define the standiuds against whic " the design will be assessed.

See Teams , page 4
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NASDC Teams Offer Ideas,

With its selection of 11 design teams, the New American Schools Development Corporation set in motion individuals and organizations
thai bring together theory and education practice to apply to the design of break-the-mold New American Schools. These schools will help
communities across the country reach the six National Education Goals:

ATLAS Communities, Providence, RI

Several corporations and business organizations have joined forces
with reformers James Comer, Theodore Sizer and Howard
Gardner in a proposal which focuses on the overall development of
the child — looking at all the relationships that the child is
engaged in while growing up and trying to make them meaningful,
important and suppoitive. The design calls for specialized “teams”
to help ensure continuity in management, forge bonds between
schools and communities and encourage students’ intellectual and
social development, For example, a planning and management
team — comprised of teachers, parents, school counselors, high
school students and the principal — will prioritize, coordinate and
monitor school activities. A community health team of teachers,
parents and community health officials will focus on child
development issues and school-wide problems—e.g., how to deal
with a high transfer rate. [Coutact: Theodore R. Sizer; Coalition
of Essential Schools; Brown University; Box 1969; Providence, RI
02912]

The Odyssey Project, Gaston County, NC

Family involvement in schooling is a primary goal of the project,
which requires mastery of the basics — combined with language,
art, and drama — in five levels of schooling or “leaming centers”
based on performance outcomes instead of grade levels. Adult
family members are expected to provide 10-20 hours of service to
the leaming centers cach year. A Leaming Support Center will be
open 12 hours a day, and students will attend school at least 200
days each year. Social and health services will be available on
campus. By the time they graduate, students will have performed
at least 220 hours of community service and will leave school
technologically literate. [Contact: Joseph F. Miller; Gaston
County Design Team; 943 Osceola Street; P. O. Box 1397;
Gastonia, NC 28053]

Roots and Wings, Lexington Park, MD

Led by design team leader Robert E. Slavin of Johns Hopkins
University, Roots and Wings focuses primarily on rural children
from birth through age 11, in St. Mary's County, Maryland. It
combines several high-performance components already proven by
Slavin's Center for Research on Effective Schooling for Disad van-
taged Students to ensure that all children enter school ready to
learn and exit 5th grade ready for higher level schooling. Roots
and Wings includes innovative uses of federal suppoit already in
place (e.g., Chapter 1 and special education money for prevention,
intervention and tutoring) and Maryland’s new break-the-mold
assessment to measure progress. The proposal involves an
extended day and a “family suppott te m" at cach school. [Con-
tact: Robett E. Slavin; Center for Research on Effective School-
ing; Johns Hopkins University; 3505 N. Charles Street: Baltimore,
MD 21218]

The National Alliance for Restructuring l.ducation,
Rochester, NY

Led by Marc Tucker, president and founder of the National Center
on Education and the Economy, the National Alliance has as ifs
goal a Tolal Quality Management (TQM), output-driven, petfot-

mance-oriented system of education with students meeting high
national achievement standards. The plan calls for a complete re-
invention of the present system — e.g., an output-based curriculum
with an effective school-to-work transition program, health and
human services integrated with the schools and altered teaching
and management methods. The design envisions 243 break-the-
mold schools in seven states by 1995. [Contact: Marc Tucker;
National Center on Education and the Economy; 39 State Street;
Suite 500; Rochester, NY 14614]

The Bensenville Community Design, Bensenville, IL
Under the design, schools would see the entire Bensenville
community as the campus for learning. Students might, for
instance, study mathematics in the momning at the bank and study
writing in the afternoon at the local newspaper. At the heart of the
community campus will be a Lifelong Leamning Center. Technol-
ogy will becorne as familiar to students as pencils, and an elec-
tronic teaching center replaces the teacher’s desk, connecting the
teacher and a file server to students’ computers. The design is
“community generated” by a team led by Len Sirotzki, director of
the Dupage-Kane Educational Service Center, which includes the
village manager, school superintendent, local pharmacist and
president of the student council. [Contact: Sharon Probloske;
Bensenville Intergovernmental Group; 700 West Irving Park Road;
Bensenville, IL 60106]

The College for Human Services (The Audrey Cohen
College Design Team), New York, NY

The Audrey Cohen College proposal is based on the idea that
students learn best when they can see the connection between what
they are learning and the real world. Core subjects would be
focused to relate to a central “Purpose” each semester which
combines knowledge and a socially important thrust (for example,
“We Use Technology to Mest Human Needs™). Students will
spend several hours in community-based organizations outside the
classtoom each week, directly applying v/hat they have learned at
school. Other aspects of the proposal include curmiculum planning
by teacher tearns, strong parent and surrogate parent involvement,
principals serving as “educational brokers” between the commu-
nity and the schools, and a strong citizenship component to student
assessment. Initial sites are in seven to 30 schools in Arizona,
Califomia, Hlinois. Mississippi, Washington, D.C., and New York
City. San Diego City Schools are among those already selected
and committed. {Contact: Audrey C. Cohen; The College for
Human Services; 345 Hudson Street; New York, NY 10014]

Community Learning Centers, Minneapolis, MN

The Minnesota-based plan works with existing budgets and the
five core subjects but uses charter schools or contract schools to
bypass the current system of rules and regulations. Teacher
accountahility and flexibility are central to the design — with
teachers assurning broader roles in managing instructional systems
and involving parents and the community in the learning program.
Student learning will be tied closely to community activity (€.g.,
learning world geography through interest in short wave radio or
fiiendships with international exchange students). Each center will




be managed by a council broadly representative of the community
which will play a major role in assessing leaming outcomes and
monitoring funds. Several foundations and Minnesota-based
school districts are in partnership with Wayne Jennings, president
of Designs for Leaming; John Caims, attomney and business leader;
Joe Nathan, University of Minnesota; and Elaine Salinas, Urban
Coalition. [Contact: John Caims; Public Schools Incentives; 2400
IDS Center; Minneapolis, MN 55402]

The Co-NECT School, Cambridge, MA.

With a curriculum focused primarily on math and science, the Co-
NECT Schools will use practical applications of existing technolo-
gies in classrooms in Boston and Worcester, Massachusetts.
Curriculum will be based on student-initiated projects and
seminars, and students will be “clustered” in groups of 100, with
half a dozen teachers to suppot the cluster and to follow the
students for several years. Each student will have a personal
growth plan, and progress will be monitored by portfolio and
resume. A computer-based network will connect all school
community members to each other and to local, national and
global learning resources. [Contact: John Richards; Bolt Beranek
and Newman; 10 Moulton Street; Cambridge, MA 02138]

Expeditionary Learning, Boston, MA

The design is based on the idea that children will leamn to think if
they are taken through programmatically-related voyages and
adventures. The five core subjects are intertwined in all programs:
and the International Baccalaureate, one of the most demanding
academic programs in the world, will be the standard by which
students will be assessed. A crew of 25 students, accompanied by

Technology, Community Involvemn

ent

Y

a guide (teacher), will set out on expeditions which may, for
example, trace the historical developrnent of mapping and naviga-
tion, help a community agency plan a park or brdliing, or teach
senior citizens how to use 4 computer to write their own history.
Crew members also will shadow busizess people and other
professionals. Each crew and guid-= will remain tegether for three
years. Progress is assessed orally and in wridng. Initial sites are
in Portland, Maine; Bostcr, Massachusexts; New York, New York;
Decatur, Georgia; ard Douglas County, Colorado. [Contact:
Diana Lam; Qutward Bound USA; 384 Field Point Road; Green-
wich, CT 06830]

The Los Angeles Learning Centers, Los Angeles
County, CA
The Leamning Center design, planned £6r two sites in Los Angeles,
addresse:; the diversity of the student population there. 1t calls fora
“moving diamond” of suppoit for students that links =ach young
student with an older student, a teacher, and a parent or community
votunteer. The Centers will integrate and link Los Angeles County
health and social service agencies. and community resource
coordinators wiil h=lp teachers and students use the community as
their classroom. Each school will have a tzchnology manager; use
achievemnent portfolios to assess student learning; and have classes
ungraded in clusters of K4, 5-8 anid 9-12. Cooperating in the
oroject are five cotporate partners. top leadership of the Los
Angeles Unified School District and the United Teachers of Los
Angeles, expetts, teachers, parents and the city’s publiz education
fund. [Contact: Peggy Funkhouser; Los Angeles Education
Partnership; 315 West 9th Street; Suite 1110; Los Angeles, CA
20015

: See NASDC, page 4

Design Teams and Their Initial Start-up Sites

The New American Schools Development Corporation has selected 11 design
teams 0 work with dozens of schools and schosl systems in more than 20 states.

@ Select Design Team
Locales

3 Proposed
Implementation
Sies
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NASDC, contimed

The Modern Red Schoolhouse,
Indianapolis, IN

The Red Schoolhouse design brings
“classical education,” time tested and
proven in certain existing older school
designs, to the classroom for all children.
With a strong emphasis on the use of
technology, students will master the five
core subjects and will commit to an
Individual Education Contract, btinging
personal accountability to this “old
fashioned” idea about schooling. Princi-
pels assume the role of CEO, and schoals

be grouped in multi-age, multi-year
“homerooms” where students have
teacher/advisors. The school will organize
the curriculum around a new unit of
measure to gauge mastery and will assess
student progress at three transitional ot
“watershed” levels — primary, middle and
upper. Former Secretary of Education
William Bennett leads the design team,
which includes officials from the Hudson
Institute. Implementation sites are planned
in several locations in Indiana and in
Charlotte, North Carolina. [Contact:

will have a differentiated instructional staff ~ Leslic Lenkowsky; Hudson Institute;
— including master teachers, associate Ha:man Kahn Ceuter; P.O. Box 26919;
teachers, advisors, aides and volunteers. Indianapolis, IN 46226]

Team, St d -

A Phase I, Testing in School Seiiings
(Sunmer 1993-Spring 1995). A second
round of two-year contracts is planned to
demonstrate that the designs can be
adapted and used in real communities.
The designs must be testad and refined in
more than one site.

A FPhnse [T, Nationwide Implementation
of a New Generation of American
Sciwols (Spring 1995-Spring 1997).
Drring the third, two-year phase, design
teains will be experted to provide
technical assistance io cocmmunities in
implementing the desigrs. Design teamns
will be expected 10 cemonstrate that ther
are realistic, viable, cost-effective
soluticas to any difficulties associated
with implementation.

The AMERICA 2000 office is locking
intc ways to help design teams not selected
by NASDC continuc thei r werk with
communities interested in starting New
American Schools. Stay tuned....
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DENVER REGION AL WORKSHOP

MEETING THE AMERICA 2000 FOUR-PART CHALLENGE

More than 180 people reprasenting 19 states and American Samoa participated in the first AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership
Workshop held in Denver, June 29-30, and sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the U.S. Department of Education.

During the conference, representatives from three communities and a state board of education official discussed their community’s
experiences in meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part challenge: 1) to adopt the six National Education Goals; 2) develop a community-

wids strategy to meet them: 3) design a report card to measure progress; and 4) plan for and support a New American School.
Following are excerpts from the discussion:

1 ADOPTING THE GOALS — MURRAY, UT AH
Ron Stephens, superintendent, Mutray Public Schools, MURRAY 2000: Our start [with AMERICA 2000] was to show
the AMERICA 2000 video [from the U.S. Department of Education] at an open local school board mesting. Gisrboard of
education got excited about the concept. We ended up with an excellent articie in the kocal newspaper and that...got us started.
The board directed us to appoint a steefing committee....Our committee met....We decided that the next step would be to sae if
we could invite an expert from Denver to come over and present to us some of the ideas about AMERICA 200C....We also
decided that in our invitations we'd try to invite as broad a base as we could from Murmay....Don't leave any groups cut...In Utah,
continued on page 4

2 DEVELOPING THE COMMUNITYWIDE STRATEGY — GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO
Cathie Zarlingo, parent and small businees owner, GRAND VALLEY VISION 2000 (formwsiy GRAND JUNCTION
2000): In 1989, our businesses — through the Chamber — and our education community formed a partnership which really
helped our 2000 inifiative, because the ground work had been laid....When we were called to action for CCLORADO 2000 by
the Govemor [Roy Romer (D)] that business-ed partnership...chose to [bring in] the other componsints uf the community...the
religious leaders, the minority representation, and certainly the parents, and all other factions in the community thet neaded to
buy into this movemaent if it was going to be successful.

So with that, our steering committes pulled together...12 people...and we all sat down and cams up with a list of names of
people specifically geared toward each of the six Goals. And we ended up with 350 pacple at the first teleconierence at the
kickoff a year ago. Since that time it has really been a whirtwind of events. It's nct been easy. It's been controversial at imes. It's
baen emotionally taxing on everyons, but | will say to you that one of the most important companents of your srategies for

— cori/nuad on page 4

3 CREATING A COMMUNITY REPORT CARD TO MEASURE PROGRESS — OIMAHA, NEBRASKA
Connle Spellman, vice president, education, Greater Omaha Chzunber of Conxmerce, OMAHA 2000, Nebrasia: “We
do not have a community report card yet...We have a process and we have some expectations of what that community report
card will do....We have divided our task force into subcommittess...fincluding) 2 r port card comemitiee.

We have some very specific expectations of whatwe want this communily report card to de and to be like. Firstofall, tis a
community report card. We are going to measure the progress of all major sectors of the Orriaha community and how they are
addressing the National Education Goals. We will be measuring the progress cf education, the progress of how businass is
moving those goals forward, how parents are moving those goals forward, as well as the civic sector—social agencies, religious,
higher education....Secondly, the report card wil be issued once a yeal. Wae feel itis important to establish a benchmark and
then each year to come back and say where we are in relation to that goal...It v4 be distributed through the Omaha World

continued on page 4

T US.DERSRTMENY OF EDUCAFION

4 PLANNING FOR A NEW AMERICAN SCHOOL — COLOR DO
Edward Lyell, Colorado State Board of Education: ...On one hand, you want 12 say, the system has 16 be so dramatically
different, that even as you say how dramatically different it is, you are either directly or indirectly saying that what we're doing now
is something like a failure....If you don't first acknowledge that you have a protiem, then you're like the alcoholic who doesn't
acknowledge the problem and then starts solving it....!f you've got #xat major of a problerr, then you're going to need a major
solution....
We had a major mesting last December...| thought that some of the guastions [and topics] we have been discussing would
help to imagine a wider range of organizational and management altematives {in dasigring New Arnerican Schoolsj:
A Educational Dellvery Systoms [e.g., role of lextbooks, leaming netwoiks, video arwl ctnar technology, physical
Q - continued on page 4
ERIC 76




Denver Kevnorer John Gonschalk

AMERICA 2000 is Education’s

According to Omaha newspaper publisher and community leader John Gottschalk, AMERICA 2000 is critical to the nation because it
focuses on “that other “R’" — the community’s responsibility for fixing our nation's failing K-12 education system. Gottschalk, publisher
of the Omaha World Herald and chairman of OMAHA 2000, served as keynote speaker for the first AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership
Workshop in Denver, June 30. Following are excerpts from Gottschalk's remarks:

...A recent TIME cover story entitled, “A Nation of Finger
Pointers” summarized growing evidence that the United States has
become a nation of busybodies and crybabies. The essay asserted
that these twin malformations are cropping up in the American
character: 1) a nasty intolerance...and 2) a desire to blame every-
one else for everything....

The other “R” word, responsibility, has dropped from the policy
dialogue in America. A society can't operate if everyone has rights
and no one has responsibilities.

This brings me to AMERICA 2000....[E]very child in America
has the right to an education....However, the responsibility for
seeing this objective accomplished has gradually shifted from a
consorium of family and school, to a point where many have
abandoned the task of education to school alone.

The crybabies howl about victimization. The busybodies flitter
about spewing sound-bites. Ignore them. It falls to the community
leaders, to keep the focus on that other “R"...the responsibility for
fixing our nation’s failing K-12 education system....It cannot be
done in your state capital. It is going to be done city by city...on
our hands and knees...perspiring....

Problems Facing U.S. Education

...American industry is losing confidence in our domestic supply
of knowledge resources — that is, a well-educated labor force or an
adequate supply of scientists, engineers, and other professionals.

There is increasing concern that the staggering problems facing K-

12 education can simply not be overcome on a time scale necessary

to preserve our economic strength....

A No National Progress Despite Record Spending. The U.S.
today spends more on education than any nation on earth,
$413.8 billion ($248.6 going to public primary and secondary
education)...more than for any public service, including
national defense...a higher percentage of our Gross National
Product (7.5 percent) than any other industrial country. (Israel
10.2 percent). Yet, functional illiteracy in this nation currently
runs between 20 and 30 percent, compared to ahigh of 5
percent in other more industrialized nations.

A Public Schoo! SAT Scores Down. Latest federal figures
indicate an average per-pupil cost of just under $6,000, up
nearly $3,000 in the last ten years. For this increased spend-
ing, the national verbal SAT score has fallen to an all-time
low....18 points below 1967 levels. Atthe same time, private
religious schools recorded a combined math and verbal score
13 points above the national average. Independent private
schools registered a combined score 100 points above the
national average. Is there any wonder some parents want
school choice and vouchers?

A No Connection Between High/Low State Spending. In state
after state, increased spending has generally paralleled
decteased achievement. Utah spent $2,629 per student in its
schools last year, but it achieved the highest SAT scores in the
nation: 1031. Washington, D.C....spent $7,550 per student
and achieved the second lowest SAT score in the nation: 880.
We spend 33 percent mote per pupil in 1991 than we did in

A

A

1981 — 33 percent more in real, constant dollars — and
nobody would say we've seen a 33 percent improvement in
performance. More money is not the answer.

High School Dropout Rate Too High. Fully 25 percent of
Americans now fail to complete high school. Each year some
700,000 students drop out of high school and 700,000 more
graduate with insufficient skills....

Too Much TV, Not Enough Study. A recent Parade survey
of 25,000 eighth graders indicated they spend each week: 21.7
bours watching TV; 5.6 hours of homework; and cnly 1.8
hours in outside study or reading.

Seniors Lack the Basics. Only one in five high school seniors
can write an adequate letter. Only one in ten high school
seniors can take a group of six fractions and put them in order
of size. And only five percent (1 in 20) of high school
graduates today enter college ready for college level math-
ematics and science courses.

“It falls to the community leaders,
to keep the focus on that other
“R”...the responsibility for fixing
our nation’s failing K-12 educa-
tion system....It cannot be done in
your state capital. It is going to
be done city by city...on our hands
and knees...perspiring....”

Most College Freshmen Don’t Finish. Well over half of
freshmen who enter four-year colleges do not complete a
bachelor's degree.

U.S. Bottams Qut in Math/Science. In a recent international
science achievement survey, our best biology students (AP
course) placed dead last when compared to students of 15
other nations. Overall in math and science, American
elementary and secondary students performed below their
counterparts in Japan, China, Mexico, Canada and Thailand.
High School Science Curricula Lacking. Thirty percent of
our high schools offer no courses in physics; 17 percent offer
none in chemistry; and a shocking 70 percent offer none in
earth or space science.

Teachers Aren’t Prepared to Teach. The National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics = _ited only 18 percent of elemen-
tary school teachers are adequately prepared to teach arith-
metic. For middle school teachers the number is even worse
— 14 percent. In science fully two-thirds of our elementary
school teachers do not meet minimum course work prepara-
tions standards — and yet every day, they are asked to prepare
America’'s children for life in the most technologically
complex society the world has ever known.

Parents’ Knowledge Lacking. And let's not leave out
parents...adults. How can we expect our population to




Fourth “R” — Responsibility

understand the intricacies of the debate on global climate
change, or support needed research on such matters as fusion
energy, when half the adults in one recent survey didn't know
that it took the earth a year to revolve around the sun?

A US. Lagging in Competitiveness. Is it surprising that the
World Competitiveness Repott [recently] issued...dropped the
U.S. to fifth place behind Japan, Germany, Switzerland and
Denmark? ...Did you not grieve to read that the U.S. educa-
tion system was 2 1st overall, trailed only by Greece among
the industrialized nations, in its ability to meet the needs of a
competitive economy?

The U.S. An Economic Backwater Next Century?

We are approaching a century in which we will cease to have
any true majority population....In addition, we struggle with the
deterioration of our social fabric. Roughly one-haif of the students
enrolled in K-12 education come from what we used to call
“broken homes”....To this we must add the full range of other
social ills....Of the class of 2004 which started kindergarten last
fall, 25 percent were living below the poverty level, 15 percent
had physical or mental handicaps, 15 percent were bom to teenage
mothers, and 10 percent had illiterate parents.

How can we deal with all these problems when our education
system remains virtually the same as it was a century ago? One
teacher. One classtoom. 20 students. Nine months per year,
minus holidays.

Will we emerge from this decade as a world economic leader
once again, with a strong, prosperous, albeit new economy
producing jobs and improving our quality of life? Or, will we fail
to make the necessary investments and sacrifices today and thus
become an economic backwater in the century ahead. Itis clear
that we face a watershed.

The dominant issue of the 90°s will be the development of our
people and the education of our youth. I'believe this decade will
cast America’s die for world leadership for the next three genera-
tions. That is what is in your hands today. There is no sense
spending more time on the question of how far we have fallen.
Rather, it is time to begin to determine how high we can bounce.

There is no recipe book for success
in AMERICA 20,0, Every commu-
nity must find its own way. Some
things may work in more than one
city, but do not hold your breath for
someone to solve your community’s
problem. There is no magic pill....

One of the great curses of the American experience has been our
preference for “quick fixes,” simple solutions to complex prob-
lems. Your patience...and your persistence will be challenged in
this great AMERICA 2000 process. There will be no quick fixes.

OMAHA 2000: A Catalyst for Consensus

OMAHA 2000, like your own community’s effort, was estab-
lished to become the catalyst for finding a consensus and then
facilitating the changes necessary to reach the objectives agreed to

by your local citizens. Our focus is not upon how we compare to
others. Itis singularly upon how we are meeting our own stan-
dards, right there in the greater Omaha area.

We will issue our first baseline report card this fall.... OQur basic
assumptions and guiding principles are:

a) OMAHA 2000 is a non-partisan program.

b) OMAHA 2000 addresses innovative education reform with a
focus on producing results...let more repeat, with a focus on
producing RESULTS.

¢) OMAHA 2000 involves community-wide perspectives,
participation and suppor?.

d) OMAHA 2000 serves a catalyst role, sparking change, not
merely meeting needs. In other words, we must find different,
more effective ways, not just throw more money at our
problems. And lastly,

e) OMAHA 2000 is committed for the long term. We are not
interested in writing a report. We are interested in change
and results.

Today, we each begin this quest witha very fundamental
premise: That all children can leam more than our schools — and
most parents — currently expect of them. Then we must develop
and implement a challenging, coherent, and concrete set of
academic standards, empower local schools to meet these stan-
dards, and hold the schools accountable for the achievements of
their students.

This is not a task for our educators alone. It is every citizen’s
responsibility and it is one to which I am fully committed.

There is no recipe book for success in AMERICA 2000. Every
community must find its own way. Some things may work in more
than one city, but do not hold your breath for someone to solve
your commurity's problem. There is no magic pill....

Our OMAHA 2000 process has included a rural retreat for our
steeting committee to begin establishing our goals; the inclusion of
three Class of 2000 youngsters on our committee to remind us
every meeting why we are there; a major kickoff when six Cabinet
members came to Omaha to announce AMERICA 2000 designa-
tion for Omaha; compilation of a huge database of all educational
efforts in our community including how each measures success;
extensive task force meetings and volunteer recruitment; dozens
and dozens of speeches by our chairman to enlist community
support; a big community kickoff event with over 800 attending to
hear our goals and plans followed by over 20 goal-oriented public
hearings; and a special business initiative with a custom report card
to let business gauge how it is doing.

With nearly nine months of experience we have some things
behind us but way more lies ahead. If we can assist you, we will.
And I must add thz ks to those who have helped us. Although we
each have our own special problems to deal with, we will benefit
from collaboration.... These are simple words from Helen Keller,
but they fit this important day....

I am only one;
but still [ am one.
I cannot do everything,
but still [ can do something.
I will not refuse
to do the something I can.
Thank you and God bless your great work.
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Four-Part Challenge, continued ™

1 ADOPTING THE GOALS continued

there are a lot of Mommons...and wa even had a granddad there w{wo said that they were going to adopt the goals at their next family
home evening....We had scout groups and litile league groups....Our power compary signed on....They’re now helping us with educa-
tion for energy consarvation in our schodis.....Our first meeting 70...and they came from a real cross section....

Our Chamber of Commerce helped us sponsor the next meeting....\We decided that the next step would be to...come up with a nice
poster that we could get all around the community. You can find these now in private schools and church lobbies and the various clubs
and businesses, and we listed the sponsors down at the bottom....Our plan is to update it periodically so that as additional groups sign
on we can give them credit....In our community, we have about 65!groups that have signed on....It's a very positive experience.

2 DEVELOPING THE COMMUNITY-AVIDE STRATEGY continued
AMERICA 2000 is to have a strong and commifted steering committee....You need to communicate that long-temm commitment....

The next component ...is the assessment, and that's what we've been doing for the last nine months. Assessment is very emotion-
ally draining...it gves you a snapshot of your community that may potbe very pleasant for a lot of people. We looked at
assessment...in varous ways....First, we had a planning session o] set forth a vision of our community in the year 2000 and
beyond....We all realized...that education was thekey factor.... .

The second thing that we've gone through recently is strategic planning...and that, again, is very controversial, very hard on
everyone....Strategc planning... ties down people’s perceptions of what you want to have happen with education to the
community...We're in the final phase, and where we will go with that will be the school board adopting some of the action plans....

The last component that you need to consider is the momentum. And the momentum is that you keep infusing people into the
movement.... That requires asking each and every person in the commiunity what he or she can do and be comfortable with....My
hope is that they [the members of the steering commiittee] are involving students in the Goal Team action plans. Don't leave your
students out because they are the ones who are going to be affected....

3 CREATING ACOMMUNITY REPORT CARD TO MEASURE PROGRESS continued

Herald, and not just to its subscribers; it has a Wednesday section that goes to the entire Omaha community area....The report card
will be results-ofiented...It will help show the community: “Did we do what we say we would do? And secondly, how are we actually
doing?"...The repott card will be simplein design. There may be maybe 4, 5, 6, or 7 indicators for each major community sector....We
want this simple. We want this understandabls...We want to show the community where we're going to be in the year 2000....

How are we going to begin to create this? First of all..we had a planning retreat... We did a lot of research, both nationally and
locally, on what data is already therv. There is a great deal of data already available—the Census, the Department of Education, the
Commissioner's Office,...the Department of Labor....We created a survey....Wa sent surveys to the business, education, and civic
sectors....In the Fall, we're goinci to go back and survey students—4th, 8th, and 12th grade....

4 PLANNING FOR ANEV: AMERICAN SCHCOL continued

leaming environments, funding, class/grada stucture, reorganization of earfy childhood development and early intervention,
health, language development, student information system development]

Teacher Preparation and Training

Psychological and Content Assessment

Expanding the Role of Non-School-Based Organizations in the Formal Leamning System [ e.g., new roles for existing
community-based organizations -— youth organizations, churches, etc.; business and govemment organization changes to
become miore of a leaming community; employers’ responsibilities and activities in a lifelong leaming community]

A Sysiem Assessment, Organization, Funding, Governing [6.g., local/state roles)

>
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Mark Your Calendar...

Next Eatelite Town Meetng—
Zept, 1. Mew Caordinates!
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Sept. 15-16 ~— San Francisco -
Sept. 29-30 — Baston

GOVERNOR KEYNOTES
ATLANTA WORKSHOP

Govemor Zell Miller (D) reports that
Georgia has more than 50 communities
in various stages of forming local 2000
partnerships to move toward the six
National Education Goals. Miller spoke
at the opening session of the AMERICA
2000 Regional Workshop in Atlanta,
July 20-21.

“Children are educated in schools
and communities, not in bureaucracies,”
said Gov. Miller. “Their parents, their
teachers, their neighbors — they all
have a more profound i npact rn a
child's development than their gover-
nor.”

The govemor highlighted the state’s
Family Connection program. “itis a
partnership that we started with a $5
million grant from the Woodruff Founda-
tion,” said Gov. Miller. “We have 15
pilot sites around the state, and another
13 pilots are gearing up. Ineach one,
teams with members as diverse as
school teachers and juvenile judges are
addressing all the needs of kids who
have difficulty leaming.”

According to Miller, Georgia business
leaders have “answered the call.” Qur
business community formed the
Partnership for Excellence in Education,
which has made an impressive commit-
ment of money and manpower to help
Georgia kids.”

Among others who spoke at the two-
day meeting: John Clendenin, chairman
and CEOQ, BeliSouth Corporation and
former chairman, U.S. Chamber of
Commerce; Jeannie Baliles, former first
lady of Virginia and chairmperson,
Virginia Literacy Foundation; John
Murphy, superintendent, Charlotte/
Mecklenburg Schools (NC); and Gerald
Bartels, president, Metropolitan Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce.

Nearly 300 leaders from 19 states
attended the two-day workshop, which
included sessions on communicating
the AMERICA 2000 message, parental
choica, standards and testing, and
meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part
challerge.

AMERICA =<
2000 ==
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Third Sateliite Town Meeting

Collaboration Key to Successful
School Readiness Programs

Collaboration early-on between government, business, civic groups, educators, and
parents is critical for communities in setting up local school readiness programs, according
to featured guests during the third AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, July 28.

Lauri Winterfeldt-Shanks director of a successful early childhood program in Moorhead,
Minnesota, joined Superintendent Don Griffith of Decatur, Georgia, Jule Sugarman, first
director of the Head Start program, and Education Secretary Lamar Alexander in discuss-
ing community-based efforts to reach Goal 1: “By the year 2000, all childrenin America
will start s~4ool ready to leam.” Nearly 500 communities and local chambers of commerce
arranged "downlinks™ to join the meeting, sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and the U.S. Department of Education,

Moorhead Targets All Families — Winterfeldt-Shanks

“We work closely with the Health Department,” said Lauri Winterfeldt-Shanks, director
of Moorhead’s Early Childhood Family Education program. She noted that the program
recognizes that parents are the first and most influential teachers *'so we work very hard
with them” in the home — if the parents choose. *“[The Early Childhood Family Education
program] is a non-targeted program, so we have parents from all socioeconomic statuses
coming together.” Winterfeldt-Shanks said that the program started *with existing
community education funds” before the Minnesota State Legislature funded it. Forthe
town’s most disadvantaged families, the program has a special component which includes
frequent home visits, developmental programs and referrals to services such as job
counseling or drug treatment for adults.

See Satellite, page 4

NASDC DISCUSSES DESIGN TEAMIS
During the third Satellite Town Meeting, Reid Rundell, vice president of
operations, the New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC),
discussed the selection of the 11 design teams charged with creating break-

the-mold New American Schools:

“We picked 11 [proposals] because the Board of Directors lold us to pick
the best of the best. We went through a very elaborate, very rigoious
process.... We had many people involved...three reader conferences around
the country...180 readers...from among 500 people. We had...education
people with business background...busmess people with an education
background.... Then through our Educational Advisory Panel,...plus our staff,
plus the Rand Corporatien. we brought them down, and presented a slate to
the Board of Directors and...made the final choigg of the 11....We're a pnvate,
non-profit, tax-exempt corporation, funded by business, founda(/ons. and
individuals....We have about $50 million now; we are looking for $200
million. ...that i1s our vision....Now we are in the process of negotiating with the
design teams and we will have product to show....We would hke you lo use
our office utially to be the focal point of commumities and people that aie
interested [Our phone number 1s] (703) 908-9500 By [September 1] many
teams will have setup a single contact person for earzh of thewr dfesipra
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AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting

Dickinson Asks About Pre-School Curriculum

Verona Lechler, Dickinson, North Dakota, asked about a pre-
scivool parenting education cummiculum. According to federal program
exrett Jule Sugarman: “the University of Wisconsin has that kind of
parent education program.” Moorhead (MN) early edusation director
Lauri Winterfeldt-Shanks added: “I would also encourage...you...to not

use a pre-packaged program because oftentimes parents have really
individual needs...you need to be drawing from a wide variety of

resources....” [Editor’s Note: For information on parenting programs,

call 1-800-USA-LEARN ]
Ramd City Focuses on Readiness
Nancy Gowan, Rapid Gity, South
Dakota, talked about its use of the State Child
Care and Development Block Grant. “Educa-
tors from each participating agency are
working together to develop readiness goals
and developmentally appropriate curriculum
in five component areas: social, emotional,
cognitive, language, physical.... This progrum

Communities Talk Goal 1:

 Education Secretary Lamar Alexander quoted First Lady Barbara Bush in reminding participants that the job of getting a child ready for
school really begins with parents and families: * Parents are the child’s first teachers, and the home is the child's first school.” Secretary
Alexander made these observations during discussions about school readivess during the third Satellite Town Meeting, July 28. Following
are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting:

Departments.

What Is School Readiness?

‘Accordine to the Nouonal -
I-ducatnon Goals Panel, there are at
lgistine wass 1o look it school
readiness, A childas ready tor

*schoob when he or She s

Risk Child Care...for families who have not been on welfare but, in the
absence of help, might need to go on welfare. You can find informa-
tion about that from your State Human Services or Social Services

Riverside Asks About Tying Private Funds o Grants
Diane Bryant, Riverside, California, asked for more information
about how Decatur incorporated private sector support into govem-
ment-funded programs. Don Griffith said: *“Atlanta United Way
became very interested in the concept of a school as a nucleus and of

the agencies around the school
participating.... [United Way] provided us with
some support for providing REPs for the
various agencies they would fund and then
promised us sorie $100,000 per year over a
three-year period of ime ...."

Berkeley Talks Project MOVE
Mary Jo Brown, Berkeley County, West
Virginia, discussed Project MOVE (More

will be delivered to the children where they
are cared for — in the family day care homes
and in the child care centers and the parent
education component in their own
home...."[Editor’s Note: For more informa-
tion. contact: Nancy Gowan. Technology in
Education, One Concourse Dr., Rapid City,
SD 57701; 605-394-1876.]

Jule Sugarman mentioned Bobby Brown,
South Dakota's eaily childhood coordinator,
-*...who is doing a lot to bring child care and
educational programs together.... There is an
Eady Childhood Coordinator in ¢ very state....
Call your govemnor’s office and ask who is
running the early childhood block grant....
Typically, you'll find that person in the human

fechnegs:

and

N
Healibn wellb tedand rested:

Able o play il work wath
other childien:

Able to express thonehps and

Curious and cager o learn:

Aware of basies, suchas
colors, shapes and numbers.

Opportunities Via Education), a local
program that involves 3- 5-year old children
and their parents. “While the children are
involved in pre-school training and motor
skills development, the parents are involved in
parenting skills and preparing for their GED
and also entering the job force,” said Brown.
“Last year we had several of our parents
graduate...and move into the work force as
well as children...better able to enter the
kindergarten....” Brown osked about ways (o
increase grant monies to see the program
grow. Don Edwards responded: “Collabora-
tion. ...[G]et the Health Departrient, Depart-
ment of Human Services, Department of
Family and Children Services, the court

services or social services department.”
Schenectady Asks About Breakfast Programs

Nancy Deprado, Schenectady, New York, asked about expand-
ing a successful school breakfast program to a second elementary
school when additional federal seed money is not available. Decatur
Superintendent Don Giffith responded: “We have a breakfast
program in each of our elementary schoals....We pay for it partly
through federal funds, through state funds, and we pay forit also
through the amount of money the childien pay for their lunch.”
{For more informaticn, contact: 1-800-USA-LEARN.]

Middletown Asks About Help for Welfare Familics
Margaret Edwards, Middletown, Ohio, asked about federal
resources to help ¢ milies in poverty obtain child care so they can enter
the workplace. Jule Sugarman replied: “In 1990, there were several
significant pieces of new legislation....the Child Care and Development
Block Grart...available basically to help parents choose the type of care
that they would like, bu thete is about 25 percent available for
innovative pograms as well...A new program, Transition Child
Care...is for families who have...Jeft welfare, but still need help with

their day care costs....Hinally, there is a new federal program called At

system, your churches and others involved....
Secretary Alexander added: “T can mention one...the federal Even Start
program....which works with both parents and children...” [Editor's
Note: For more information on Even Start, call 1-800-USA-LEARN.]

Jersey City Asks About Motivatdonal [eaming Tools

Bret Schundler, Jersey City, New Jersey, discussed & local
program which pays young children $2 for every book they read over
the summer. Schurndler asked for examples of other motivational tools
to help children master the fundamentals. Secretary Alexander
responded: “One example... is [the Eamning by Leaming Program}in
Georgia, outside of Atlanta. Congressman Gingrich told me about it.
It has been going on for several years, and it is now being piloted at
different places across the coun 1y. The teachers and the students who
are involved in it think very highly of it. My own impression is that
anything reasonable that encourages a child to leam to read is probably
a good idea." [Contact: Dr. Mel Steely; Carroll County Courthouse,
Rm. 301; Carrollton, GA 30117; 404-834-6398. ]

Indio Asks About Corporate Support for Child Care
Voris Mechinik, Indio California, asked about the role of
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School Readiness

corporations in child care to assist families of working parents.
Sugarman resporxled: *...[Flust in the last few months IBM, AT&T
and about nine or ten majct corporations have announced a joint
venture in child care. They haven't really settled how they're going
to do it or what they e going to do yet...." Winterfeldt-Shanks ackled:
“Stride-Rite is another company that has a fairly good record in child
care....[W)e have a local bookstore that gives us discounts on books
and provides teachers to talk to parents about reading to their children,
Those are the kinds of things that businesses can tap into easily.” Don
Griffith said. “Schools can do this also. We have a child developmient
center at our high school to provide child care...for the students. It has
helped...with the female dropout rate, and we also provide the same
kind of child care for the faculty and staff.”

*The most under-utilized buildings in America are our school
buildings,” said Secretary Alexander. *They can be opened fora
varicety of educational and caring purposes virtually all the dime....It"s
particularly important when we consider that often the first obstacle to
achild care center is the cost of the facility....” Jule Suganman noted:
“In Portland, Oregon...26 scixcols were remodeled. and everyone of
them had a classroom devated to childeare. The
schools don't intend to operate them but

actually implement what they felt we nesded....” [Contact: Office of
Superinteiient Don Griffith; 320 N. McDonough St: Decatur, GA
30030:404-370-4410.]

Favetteville Talks About Federal Training Funds

Bertha Miller, Fayetteville, North Carolina, asked whether more
federal monies will be provided for training parents as their child's
teacher. Jule Sugarman responded: “{In] most of the federal programs
you can incorporate parent education.... Head Start, for example, has a
parent education component ...Some of the child care legislation,
particularly the block grant, has money... for parent education.... Public
health nurses are wonderful people to go out into the community.
They have an entry that often social workers simply don't have....”

Secretary Alexander added: “As | visit schoals, [ see schools open in
the evening for parents. I think of the Balderas School in Fresno....The
teachers voted to use the money {sct aside]...for teacher aides to extend
the schoal day. Then they also opened the school at night for parents.
helping them leam what the children are leaming. In that way, they
are...using creativity and imagination and scraping up dollars all over
town to make it work...The idea of the AMERICA 2000 Community is
if the whole community is

they...[will] bring some private, not-for-profit
groupinto doit.”

Richmond Tareets - Whole Family
Ernestine Scott, Ridhmond, Virginia, talked
about the local Family Resource Program at the
Sacred Heart Center, which provides pre-school
education to inner-city Richmorxd children and. at
the same time, helps their parents with literacy
and parenting skills. *This program is basically
fled] by the Junior League of Richmond... We
decided that to fund...a t.nily literacy education
program for parents and children in very needy
neighborhoods. [we] could not do this alone.
Although we had committed the dollars to the
program, we wanted to see the program hecome
anintegral part of the community... We had a
number of collaborators — the Kiwanis Club. the

What Parents Can Deo....

As their child’s first teacher,
parents should: :

Obtain prenatal care.

Have a pediatrician for the
baby from day one?

Read with the child at least 15
minutes a day. And listen.

Visit the library, muscums.

Limit and monitor TV
watching.

involved...[when] the question comes up
about voting more dallars for schodls. or
raising more money for a schodl, ot
charging those parents who can afford it...
then it makes a strong case.”

Rogers Asks About Par. nting
Joline Highfill, Rogers, Arkansas,
asked if there is any way to stress parenting
and child development skills with the same
emphasis as math, science and reading.
Jule Sugarman replied: “In our child
development center, we require the
mothers of the children to be enmlled ina
course that is all a part of the child
devclopment program. The earlier that we
can get those parents involved — male and
female — the better chance they have of
having their childrenin the program...."”

Rotary. We had several community agencies
involved as well, [Contact: Ermestine Scott; Office of Adult Educa-
tion: P.O. Box 6Q; Richmond. VA 23216; 804-225-2075.]
racksonville Asks About Targeting Resources

Lonnie Johns from Jacksonville, Ilinois, asked about how to
direct services to young children most in need and how to get parents
who have failed in school to view school as a friend not as an enemy.
Winterfeldt-Shanks replied: “[W]e've had a great deal of
success...going into the homes of parents. That's thair turf...[W]hen
we go in there, we're their guest... They foel very comfortable in that
environment....}t's voluntary.” Don Griffith added: “In our Family
Connedtion...we got parents actually involved in {a survey] going
donw-to-door. and we used some... money as a stipend... They came up
with a group of priotitics....At a large town meeting, all of the parents
gol together and re-priotitized thor 2. and came to their conclusion
about what was most impottant. Those patents had ownershipin
what we did. They participate on an advisory committe; they are a
st of what we do....[A]n interesting side ...one of the things we hal
taken out {of the budget] was child care because [of] the expense...wxd
gelting a center was unreasonable compared to the cotninunity's
ircome. The parents put it back in, then we all began working.. {to]

Wintedfeldi-Shanks adkded: “One of th2
concems [ have, if we mandate parent education as part of a secondary
school curriculum...I don't think a lot of high school children really
think they 'l ever become parents. It's like Algcbm 11 you think
you're never going to use it, you probably aren't real motivated to
learn. It’s alinost easier to teach it when they do have: children...they
really see the need. Sugarman said: “The things that I have seen...most
successful have involved high school students working with younger
children in day care centers, in Head Start and elsewhere, where it is a
real life situation. not some artificial course.™
Casper Praises Child Care Association

Ginny Harmelink, Casper, Wyoming, noted that the Associa-
tion of Family Day Care offers a nationally recognized accredited
program. Griffith said: "The National Family Child Care Associa-
tion is an important organization. and they have developed a
number of very usetul docurnents. which I'think can be used in
training....I certainly would recommend to all of you that you be in
touch with thein and find out what they are doing. {Contact:
National Association for Family Day Care: 725 15th St.. NW.

See AMERICA 2000, page 4
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NEWS IN BRIEF...

ALEC Endarses Childrery's G.1. Bifl

The American Legislative Exchange
Councif's (ALEC) Education Task
Fores last waek endorsed tha Bush
Admirdstration’s “State and Local G.1.
Bilt for Children,” which authorizes
8500 miflion in new federal (FY93)
funds to provide $1,000 scholarships
to middie~ and fow-income famiilies (o
choose arnong all schools for theit
chidren. ALEC is the largest bipart-
san yolurtary membership arganiza-
fion of state legislators In the U.S.

Goals Panel Takes Action

On July 31, the National Education
Goafs Panel released a handbook to
help communitias assess whera they
stand with regard to achieving the Na-
tonal Education Goals and what
needs to be accomplished by the year
2000. [For more information about
the handbook, contact; National Ecu-
cation Goals Panef; 1850 M Street;
Suite 270; Washingtan, DC 20036;
(202) 632-0952.}

Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson (D) was
named chaiman of the panel, suc-
ceeding South Caralina Gov. Camolt
Campbel (R) whose term ended.

Zram Announced to Bevelop
Fecqraphy Standards

The Department and the National
Endowment for the Humanities have
announced a $350,000 grant to the
National Council for Geographic
Edtseation fo create voluntary World
Class Standards for geography
aducation in gradas K-12. The grart
wil support the first year of what is
expected to he a two-year effort.
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Satellite, continued N

Decatur's Collaboration Raised St Million for Education—Griffith

Superintendent Don Griffith said Decatur started about five years ago with one school in
collaborating community services. “We used that school and the children...as a place for
the various agencies already in existence in the community to rally around and provide
support,” said Griffith. “It mushroomed.” He said there is now a networking committee of
more than 30 agencies and organizations, including United Way and several corporations,
which have committed funds to Decatur schools. *“*As a result...the additional resources
have comne out to about $1 million per year over the last three years,” said Griffith.

[arly Collaboration Is Essential — Sugannan

Head Start founder Jule Sugarman observed that carly collaberation is important for
communities in starting school readiness programs. “The notion of having the Head Start
people and the elementary school people and the people who provide child care and the
health services and parent support groups talking to one another [is essential],” said
Sugarman, who currently directs the Center on Effective Services for Children.

Sugarman discussed the Washington D.C.-based Center, which consults with federal,
state, local and community organizations on coordinating services for families and
children. “We have 16 communities, for example, now that have local design teams...to
soit out what program is right for their community,” said Sugarman.

Secretary Alexander observed that there are about 27 federal programs aimed at very
young children. “One of the first and most promising things a community could do is just
round all those programs up,” said the S =cretary. According to Sugarman, one such
program, which is actually under-utilized at the local level, is the Early and Periodic
Screening Detection program — a health care program for lower income children. "Lower
income isn't [necessarily] welfare...poverty....Basically, you can make sure that every child
who needs health care will get care under that program.”

America 2000, continued

Suite 505; Washington, DC 20005 202-
347-3356.]

Tucson Asks About Coordination
Dorothy Finley, Tucson, Arizona,
asked how to better coordinate health and
family services with pre-school education.
Secretary Alexander noted that, “From the
Washington point of view, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services has some
flexibility in terms of allowing you to
combine programs and use prograrms in a
different way. A good deal of the money,
including the Head Start program. comes
through there....In the Depaitment of
Education ...we don't have as much

flexibility, and we are trying to get more
from Congress.

Suganman said: “[Four or five pcople to
get together might be] your local health
department with the person from the
maternal and child health section of that;
the person who handles immunizations in
the local public health department; the
school principal at a particular school; the
department of social services or human
services; somebody in child protective or
child welfare services.... Then [ would
hring in the Academy of Pediatrics ....the
American Medical Association, if they
..[are] in your community....."
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Baston Warkshop Scheduled for Sepiember 29-30
Agenda Set for San
Francisco’s Regional
Leadership Workshiop

Norma Paulus, Oregon state superinten-
deut of education, and Jerry Hume,
president and CEO of Basic American
Foods Corporation, are among key
regional leaders scheduled to speak during
the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Work-
shop, Western Region, in San Francisco.,
California, September 15-16. Education
Secretary Lamar Alexander will serve as
the keynote speaker.

The meeting, third in a series of five
Leadership Workshops, is designed for
local leaders who are interested in starting
or further developing an AMERICA 2000
initiative in their communities. Panel and
small group discussions are planned for
such topics as New American Schools,
meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part
community challenge, and local chambers
of commerce that are “breaking the mold.”

The first two workshops in Denver and
Atlanta attracted hundreds of community
leaders frora across the couatry. “[The
Denver Conference] wis one of the best
conferences I've ever attended,” said Ron
Stephens, superintendent, Murray, Utah.
“The [Atlanta] workshop gave us a goal to
work towards...an opportunity to talk with
peopie in other communities...and some
very specific ideas to take back home,”
said Berniece Collis, Martinsburg-Berkley
County (WV) Chamber of Commerce.

In addition to San Francisco, workshops
will be field in Boston, MA, September
29-30, and in Dallas, TX, November 19-
20. To register for any of the upcoming
workshops, call 202-401-0039.

AMERICA ==
2000 —w\
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Back to School, September 1

Satellite Town Meeting to
Focus on Goal 3

National Education Goal 3 — all children proficient in at least English, math, science.
history and geography — is the topic of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town
Mecting, Tucaday, September 1, at 8:30 p.m., EDT. This special 90-minute show will
feature a discussion with New American Schools Development Corporation design team
members on breaking the mold to reach Goal 3.

Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the Goal 3 discussion will feature three
guests:

A Constance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary School in Fort Myers, FL,
will discuss the school’s success in implementing a curriculum based on E.D.
Hirsch’s Core Knowledge Sequence —a rigorous plan of study for all students based
on a specific, sequencer! body of knowledge. One year later, the school saw signifi-
cant improvement in grades and standardized test scores, discipline and attendance.

A John Murphy, superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools, will
discuss efforts to boost student achievement, set student and faculty performance
standards, initiate school-based management and establish magnet school networks.

A Diane Ravitch, former professor and current assistant secretary for educational
research and improvement at the U.S. Department of Education, will discuss ber
work as principal writer of the California K-12 history-social science curriculum, as
well as the development of state curriculum frameworks and national standards in
various academic disciplines nationwide.

Guests during the second part of the meeting represent three of the 11 design teams to
be funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC). The
Corponation recently selected the 11 teams from nearly 700 proposals designed to serve as

See Medting, next page
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Wal-Mart Joins AMERICA 2000

NEWER AN SR

- Jom the Next

Wal-Mart store managers and
Sam's Club ganeral managers are
bringing together community leaders
"o start the discussion of what must
be done to achieve the National
Education Goals, school by school,
and communily by community.” Wal-
Mart and Samn’s Club stores are
focated in more than 2,000 communi-
tles across America.

To start, the managers are inviting
focal education, business and civic
feaders to Wal-Mart and Sam's Club
stores (o participate in the Sataliite
Town Meeting September 1. All of the
stores have sateilite downlink ¢« apabil-
ity. The managers will also rec ard the
meseting and make videotapes avail-
able for those who are unable to

§ Sateliite Town
Meeting...
| The AMERICA 2000

aftend and to other individuals in their
community interested in AMERICA
2000.

“September 1 is not the end of the Saglite Town Meeting wil
process,” sald Rob Walton, chairman take piace on Tuesday, September 1,
of Wal-Mart Stores Inc. “Being a part 8:30 p.m., EDT. A test signal wil
of this Satellite Town Meeting Is not begin at 8 p.m. :
the sole objective. It Is the commit- Note the new coordinates!
ment the community makes from now C-Band: Galaxy 6: Transponder
until the year 2000 to achieve the 11, Channei 11; Horizortal
National Education Goals that Is polarization; Downiink frequency
important.” 3920 Mhz; Audio SUbCRITIN: 6.2

Several months ago, Wal-Mart ad 68
announced that the royalties from the Ku-band: SBS-6; Transponder 122~
late Sam Walton's hew book, Made in Vertical polarization; Downnk !
Americs. will go {o the New Amevican frequency 11994.5 Mhz; Audio
Schools Development Corporation to subcamer 6.2 and 6.8
heip design and create break-the- Soe Sateiike, next page
mold schiools. LA TGRS AR NS
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New Chamber Publication
Tuixa, Okiahoma's Charriber of
cammadupamb
help train students for e melaiwork-
ingt:ado Largo, Florida’s Chamber
& progoam %o tanch 10-

- has davelcped
yaar olds about the free enterprise

‘These activities are among

. Systam. .
' 60 jocal chambar sducation initiatives
. ~.,ahmﬁadhamos.mwnb«of

_.:':ampmas, ‘contect Larry Makoney at

Cantar for Workforce Praparation

| wmm 1616 H St
N, Washington, DO

Meeting, continued

blueprints for communities to reinvent

their schools to reach the National

Education Goals. Participating in the

Satellite Town Meeting discussion :

A [Elaine Salinas, education program
officer for the Urban Coalition in St
Paul (MN) will discuss the Commu-
nity Learning Centers of Minnesota
design, which calls for the creation of
independent public schools in 10 sites
— urban, rural and suburban. The
schools will operate by charter or
contract from local school boards,
thus bypassing many state/local
regulations.

A Len Sirotzkd, project director the
Benseaville (IL) Community Design
Team, will discuss how the team will

turn the entire commuaity (a village of
17,000 located near Chicago) into a
campus that will support lifelong
learning for all citizens.

A Marc Tucker, president of the

National Center on Education and the
Economy, will discuss his role as
director of the new design team, the
National Alliance for Restructuring
Education, which is based in Roches-
ter, NY. The Alliance plans to use
innovative teaching technology and
assessment techniques to create moie
than 240 break-the-mold schools in
seven states: Arkansas, California,
Kentucky, New York, Pennsylvania,
Vermont and Washington.
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. Johnson Controls, Wal-Mari and

" Sam’s Cubs pian to provide local.~
L downvlink sites o interested communi-
 es. Seaiing is imited. Mind Exten-

" slon Universily also plans 1o air the

* town meeting (via local cable net-
WOrKs).

Cali 1-800-USA-LEARN and et us
krow that your corr =nnity will be
Joining the meeting.

- Can'tlocate a downlink? Have

. fachnical probleims at the last minuts

| whicy) can't be fixed in time for the
tansmission? Call 719-444-0803 for a
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- AMERICA 2000

LUBRARY PARTNERSHIP

- ANNOUNCED

On September 8, Education
" Secretary Lamar Alexander

i announced formation of the

: AMERICA 2000 Library Partner-
“ ship, an initiative to promote the
* role of libraries in helping
© communities achieve the six
National Education Goals.

= “More than 1700 communities
. across the country have become
. AMERICA 2000 communities,”

" sald the Secretary. “As they

“: pursue the National Education

. Goals, we encourage them to

" include in their plans an impor-

- tant leamning resource available

in virtually every neighbcrhood,

. and that’s the library. Libraries,

schools, communities and

families need to be working

" together, to serve children, to

~ achieve the goals, to become

i the ‘nation of students’ that
+" President Bush described in his
. AMERICA 2000 education

- strategy.”

- Joining Sec. Alexander al

" Fairfax Countly's George Mason

. Regional Library in Annandale,

* Virginia, was American Library

! Association President Marilyn

Miller, as well as representatives

 of the federal partners who have

. pledged to support the library

" initiative. The parnners include

the National Endowment for the

" Humanities, the Library of

Congress, the National Commis-

sion on Libraries and Information

Sciences and the National

'nstitute for Literacy.

Major components of the
initiative include:

A Working with libraries to
provide partners with the
Education Department
publications including
Helping Your Child Get
Ready for School, Helping
Your Child Become A
Reader, and Helping Your
Child Use the Library (the
latter is also available in
Spanish);

4 Urging libraries to work with
communities to serve the
education needs of children
and young adults, as well as
lifelong leamers;

Seo Partnership, page 4
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Schools Visited During Back-to-School Tour

“VS.DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Alexander Announces New A+
for Breaking the Mold” Award

On September 1. two North Carolina
clementary schools became the nation’s
first recipients of a new “A+ for Break-
ing the Mold" award to be given daily by
Secretary Lamar Alexander to schools,
programs and practices that are using
innovative ideas in working toward the
six National Education Goals.

“I'm going back to school and taking
the nation with me to sce that our
schools are changing,” said Education
Secretary Lamar Alexander in announc-
ing the new award’s creation. “All over
the country, in communities where
business as usual just isn’t enough, there
arc break-the-mold schools that are
teaching to high standards, cutting
through bureaucratic red tape, and
providing greater choice of all schools.”

Woodhill Elementary School in
Gastonia and Lake Wylie School in
Charlotte, North Carolina. are among the
first innovators to receive the award
during early Scptember. [see *“The First

‘A+ for Breaking the Mold" Award
Winners,” page 2, for a brief description
of the awardees]. Future winners will be
announced daily through the end of the
year. They will be featured on the

“All over the country, in com-
munities where business as
usual just isn’t enough, there
are break-the-mold schools
that are teaching to high stan-
dards, cutting through bureau-
cratic red tape, and providing
greater choice of all schools.”
A
AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call,
the monthly Satellite Town Meeting,

and/or highlighted in the AMERICA
2000 newsletter.

_Daily Conference Call to
" Feature ‘A+"Schools

Woant to heat mote about the nesw “As 1ar Breakipy the Mol

winners, toll free, any tane o day
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During the next few weeks, the Secretary plans to visit many of the first “A+ for Breaking the Mold” award winners to stress
the importance of such schools in helping the nation reach the six National Education Goals. “Everywhere [ travel I see
interesting, innovative things happening in schools,” said Alexander in announcing his itinerary. “But more people are still
skeptical when I tell them that when our fifth graders are seniors, our schools will be so different they will be hard to recog-
nize. There is no better way to prove this to the American people than to show them that it is already happening.” Following
are brief descriptions of the winners which ihe Secretary plans to recognize in the next few weeks:

Aduits Study While Kids Learn

On September 1, Secretary Alexander gave an "“A+” Award
to the Odyssey Project, Woodhlll Elementary Schoel,
Gastonia, N.C. Oneof 11 designs selected by the New
American Schools Development Corporation, the Odyssey
Project will give adults the opportunity to study for the GEDs
while their children are learning.

access (o other technology. Members of the Minneapolis-
based Alliance are: Education Altematives, Inc. (EAI),
which designed the Tesseract model for the schools, the
facility manageraent team of Johnson Controls, and the
accounting firm of KPMG Peat Marwick. EAI also manages
a public school in Miami, Florida, and owns two privaie
Tesseract schools in Minnesota and

The design also includes parent N
involvement, an assessment-and-

= Community
“mzn»  Progress Report

Arizona. The Baltimore Public
School’s venture is the first wide-

instruction portfolio for every
student, a community service

—

Breaking the Mold

scale effort by a large U.S. city
cortracting with a private corpora-

Cadt Cut A Laaitbr o Ranty 10 Lowa

requirement (220 hours), coopera-

tion for management of its public
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schools. [Contact: David Bennett,
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and more. Woodhill is one of
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several Odyssey leaming centers

Suite 250; Bloomington, MN

. ]
Cadd Pott 7' ¢ 4 Mt andt S paen.

to be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. year-

Thert

55431]

Cael Mve Al Aauts Ltorett omt Silled

round. [Contact: Dr. Edwin West,

Tak;

ANart

Walonal Educs

Superintendent, Gaston County

Ctsd Tx Suts Ot eopdosd ood Drvg v 4 Suthodin
T4k

Innovation in Rural St. Mary’s

£ flart

Schools; PO Box 1397; Gaston,

County

Roots & Wings, Bernard

Lamar Al exander
NC 28053] T
A Classical, Flexible Educa- The Community Progress Report, on display during ‘A +
tion Award' ceremonies, illustrates in a report card format

Also, on September |, the
Secretary honored Lake Wylie
School, Modern Red School-
house, Charlotte, N.C., where flexible staffing, multi-age
grouping and individual education contracts will cnable all
students to study a classical core curriculum. Parents will
receive a booklet explaining what students are expected to
know and do at each grade level, and every course will have a
major writing assignment as part of student asscssmen!. Lake
Wylie and other schools in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg public
schools are test sites for the Modern Red Schoolhouse, one of
the 11 design teams selected by the New American Schools
Development Corporation. [Contact: leff Schiller, Assistant
Superintendent of Planning and Rescarch: PO Box 30035:
Charlotte, NC 28230]

Private Management for Public Schools

On September 2, the Secretary awarded an A+ (o the
Alliance for Schools That Work, Harlem Park Middle
School, Baltimore, Maryland. Under new manageinent by
the Alliance for Schools That Work (a consortium of threc
companies that will operate a total of nine Baltiinore schools),
students at Harlem Park will have a personalized education
plan, two teachers in every classroom, new computers, and

the progrest communities will make, year-by-year, in
reaching the National Education Goals.

Harris Elementary School,
Baltimore, Maryland, was also
recognized by the Secretary on
September 2. Cnc of the designs
selected by the New American
Schools Development Corporation,
the design will ransform schools throughout St. Mary’s
County, Maryland, with ideas that include “neverstreaming,”
cooperative learning, staff support teams, eight-week
assessments, and more. Children acting out a story, a tcacher
working onc-on-one with a struggling young 1eader, a family
support team mapping out a strategy for children with
academic and discipline problems are samples of activitics
planned for the Roots & Wings schools. [Contact: Robert
Slavin, CSQC: 3505 N Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21218]

Ilexibility in Breaking the Mold

On September 3, Secretary Alexander recognized
Reynoldsuurg {High School, Reynoldsburg, Ohio. The
school is using the principle of Ted Sizer's Coalition of
Essential Schools to create an interdisciplinary program in
which four teachers from four different academic areas work
together with up to 100 students in four-hour-per-day
integrated classes. Reynoldsburg students can also accelerate
their studies by “double-blocking” — taking courses tradi-
tionally spread over two years (algebra and caleulus, for

—~—
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example) .n the same year. The high school has also con-
tracted services from a local vocational school to create a
world-class industrial arts program. [Contact: Richard Ross,
Surcrintendent, Reynoldsburg City Schools: 6549 East
Livingston; Reynoldsburg, OH 43068]

Students Gain Hands-on Experience

On Seplember 4, the Secretary honored Skyway Elemen-
tary School, Miami, Florida, which began breaking the
mold in the mid-1980s, by emphasizing hands-on experi-
ences for students and community involvement in the
schools. Programs serve students attending the third through
fifth grades (“referred to as Skyway University™) and include
science and math labs, an alterna-

curriculum approach built around the world-class **math
standards” developed by the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics. Local teachers have spent more than
tiuree years leaming the Portland approach to math, and it
has paid off. Last year, even though its district spends less
per student than any other in Michigan, Portland Middle
School saw its students camn sixth place on the state
mathematics achievement test. {Contact: Bill Adams,
Principal, or Mary Bouch, Math Project Director, Portland
Middle School; 745 Storz Ave.: Portland, MI 48875]

Heartland Design Stresses “5-Cs™
On September 10, Heartland Education Cornmunity,
Orrvllle, Ohio, received an “A+"

tive program for students with
motivational problems, the
school-wide use of closed-circuit
television to produce a daily news
show, community members as
role models and business partner

4

recognizing
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“A+ for Breaking the Mold’

Award

award from the Secretary. Tim
Smucker took time out from
being CEO of the .M. Smucker
Company to develop the Heart-
land Education Community, a
new school design for rural

b

ships to provide recreation as well
as incentives for gooxd citizens
and school success.

Skyway recently has used its [ 4

For £ Hforis To Flaach The Natona! Education Goals

America’s 12,000 one-high-
school districts. The Heartland
design orbits around the **5 Cs”

Lamar Alexander .
—- community, contextual

J8 Dparmestof Educros o

learning, critical thinking,

flexibie, innovative management
in assisting families made
homeless by Hurricane Andrew.
Designated as a temporary
sheiter, the school decided to go
beyond providin £ a place to sleep and arranged for the
children to havs aplace for learning. Even though the
official school year had not started, Skyway brought teachers
back carly to offer some education assistance to the children
in the shelter. [Contact; Frederica S. Wilson, Principal,
Skyway Elementary School; 4555 NW, 206 Terrace: Miami,
FL. 33055]

‘Tapping the Vast Resources of Libraries

On September 8, the Secretary recognized the Fairfax
County School and Public Libraries, Fairfax, Virginia,
where the library systems are breaking the mold by estab-
lishing networks for learning using the latest technology —
on-line databases, multimedia programs, and satellite and
cable systems. Computerized networks are being used to
grive students access to information from school or public
libraries — and eventually from home. [Contact: Dolores
Bohen, As«istant Supesintendent, Fairfax County Public
Schools; 10700 Page Avenue; Fairfax, VA 22030]

World-Class Math Standards in the Classroum

On September, ¥, the Sceretary gave an “A+" to Portland
Middle School, Portland, Michigan, where cveryonc
icarns algebra. By the end of 10th grade, all students in
Portland will have completed a course in geometry through a

Each recipient of the “A+ for Breaking the Mold” Award
will receive a certificate and bookmurks for the students.

character develcpment, and
continuous improvement. Key
elements include shifling the
responsibility for education to the
entire comraunity, and creating a community-wide
“school” where education might just as casily take place
in the local bank or on a farm as it mightin a traditional
classrooms. [Contact: Tim Smucker; Heartlond Educa-
tion Commuuity, Inc.; PO Box 280: Onrville, OH 44667
Keeping At-Risk Students in School

On September 11, Orr Schocl Network, Chicago,
Dlinols, received an “A+" award. Located in an impover-
ished, gang-plagued, drug-ridden neighborhood of
Chicago, the program takes an all-out, comprehensive
approach to helping poor, minority youngsters. Among
student activities: an alternative afternoon and evening
school, mentors for every junior and senior, activities on
coliege campuses, summer employment, individual case
management, simulations where students chuose jobs and
develop budgets, summer workshops where teachers
develop hands-on science lessons, students writing their
commuaity’s history, policc and voluuteer protection
from gangs so that youngsters may travel safely between
home and school, and hoine visits for families of ycung
children. [Contact: Kenneth Van Spankeren, Principal,
Rezin Orr Community Academy High School: 30N
Polaski Rd.; Chicago, [L. 60624}
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San Franzisco Workshop on Saptember 15-16

REGICMAL LEADERSHIP
WORKSHOP

National and local community
leaders from the Northeast will
discuss their experiences in working
toward the National Education Goals
during the AMERICA 2000 Leader-
ship Workshop in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, Septembar 28-30

Education Secretary Lamar
Alexander will help kick off the two-

reception to be held at the Massa-
chusetlts State House.

The meeting, fourth in a series of
Leadership Workshops, is designed
for local leaders who are interested
in starting or further developing an
AMERICA 2000 initiative in their
communities. During six concurrent
sessions, panelists and participants
vill discuss the NASDC design
teams, communicatirg the
AMERICA 2000 message, local
chambers of commerce that are
“breaking the mold,” school choice,
and a cas= study for a AMERICA
2000 Community start-up. Work
sessions also are planned on how
comrnunities can successfully meet
the AMERICA 2000 four-part
challenge to: 1) adopt the six
National Education Goals;

2) develop a community-wide
strategy to meeting them; 3) design
a report card to measure progress:;
and 4) plan for and support a New
American School.

AMERICA 2000 Leadership
Workshops have been held in
Depver, Colorado, and Atlanta,
Georgia. In addition to the San
Francisco and Boston meetings in
September, a final confarence will be
held in Dalias, Toxds, on Novemnber
19-20. Toredgistet for the work.
shops, call 202-401-0039.

AGENDASET FOR BOSTON 3

day meeling by offering remarks ata § '
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Disability Channel Airs

AMERICA 2000 Town Meetings

America's Disability Channel (ADC),
a San Antonio-based national cable
television network, is cablecasting the
AMERICA 2000 Town Meetings o its
nearly 15.000 cable television subscrib-
ers in 36 states and to more than 6
million satellite receivers in communi-
*ies throughout the country. ADC is the
naiion’s only television network that
features programming by and for people
with disabilities.

ADC's broadcast schedule is as
follows:

Goal 3 -— Thursday, October 1,

9-10:30 a.m., Eastern

Goal 4 -— Thursday. November 12,

9.10:30 a.m.. Eastern

Goal § — Thursday, Deceinber 17,

9-10:30 a.m., Eastern

Cable viewers interested in receiving
the broadcast can call their local cable
company for the channel number
carrying ADC/The Silent Network.
[For more information, contact ADC:
1777 N.E. Loop 410, Suite 1401, San
Antonio. Texas 78217. voice, 512-824-
7446; TDD. 512-824-1666; FAX, 512-
§29-1388]

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
ZOUCATION
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FIRST CLASS

Partnership, continued

A Improving and expanding data
collection on public library
services for children and young
people to provide libranans and
policymakers with better
information for meeting the
needs of youth; :

A Commissioning papers on how
libraries can support each of the
goals and on how school and
public libraries can work
together to meet the goals;

A Pianning a Spring 1993
partnership-sponsored confer-
ence for school and public
librarians on how to help
cornmunities reach the national
goals;

A nvolving librarians in develop-
ing SMARTLINE (Source for
Materials and Research about
Teaching and Leaming in
Nationwide Education), an
Education Department initiative
{o establish a user-fiendly
electronic informaton service o
be available in school and
public libranes.

90% Graduatigh Rate

History, and Geography

The Natlonal Educat:on Goals'in Brlef
AH Children Rc.xd\ for School

»

All Children Proficient in At Least E n;,llsh M. nh Scienee,

First in the World in Math and Science '
 Erery Adult Literate and Able to Competein the Work !

Force

Drugs and Vielence Out of Schools




Mark Your Calendar....

“Next Sateliite Town Meeting— Oct. 13,

3:30-9:30 p.m.

C-8and: Galaxy 6; Transponder 11, Hornzorr-
tal polarization; Downlink frequency, 3920
Mhz; Audio subcamer: 62 and 6.8.

Ku-band: SBS-6; Transponder 10; Vertical

polarization; Downink frequency, 11945.5
Mhz; Audio subcarnier; 6.2 and 6.8.

Call 1-800-USA-LEARN.
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Standards and Breaking the Mold

AMERICA <=
2000 ===
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Satellite Town Meeting Looks at Goal 3

America's schools need high standards, effective assessments, and * reak-the-mold thinking to reach National Education Goal 3,
concluded several of the nation’s leading educators and AMERICA 2000 leaders during the latest Sateilite Town Meeting on September 1.
Goal 3 states: "By the year 2000, American students will leave grades four, eight, and twelve having demonstrated compsiency in
challenging subject matter including English, mathematics, science, history and geography, and every school in America will ensure that
all students learn 1o use their minds well, so they may be prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive emplay-

ment in our modem economy.”

During the first part of the meeling, three educators with direct experience in setting standards, developing curricula and assessing
performance discussed how these education reform tools can be used to unprove today’s schools. Later in the meeting, three New
American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC) design team leaders focused cn how those same aspects of education reform are
being used in their break-the-mold school designs. [Note: Nextweek's newsletter will featurz excerpts from the phone-in segment of the

Satellite Town Meeting.]

Standards, Assessment, Accountability ...

According to Diane Ravitch, former professor and current
assistant secretary for educational research and improvement at
the Education Department, “we never had standards at
all...never sat down as a nation and figured out what we want
children to know.” Ravitch joined North Carolina school
superintendent John Murphy and Florida principal Constancc
Jones in discussing the role of standards and other aspects of
education reform in reaching National Education Goal 3.

Find Qut What Students Should Know — Ravitch. “The
starting point for education is determining what children should
learn and letting teachers...parents...kids. above all, know what
is expected of them to succeed,” said Ravitch. According to
Ravitch, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics uid
just that: “They got together over the past several years, and
the math teachers of America said, ‘This is what we think our
children shouk! know and be able to do at different gradc
levels.”” To date, some 41 states have revised or are revising
their math curriculum frameworks based on the standards.

“We have alot of research that shows that the kids achieve
See Students, next page

President Bush Phenes Satellite Town Meeting

Breaking the Mold ...

According to representatives from several design teams
selected for funding by the New Arnerican Schools Develop-
ment Corporation (NASDC), Amnerican schools need to change
drastically (0 meet thz challenges of a global marketplace and a
changing workforce.

Pasticipating in the discussion were Elaine Salinas, represent-
ing the Community Learning Centers of Minnesota; Len
Sirozki, the Bensenviile (IL) Commuaity Design Team, and
Marc Tucker, the Rochester-based National Alliance for
Restructuring Education.

Alliance Design Changes the System — Tucker. “For the
first time in the history of worid...[America’s] front-line
workers are in cempetition with front-line workers in one
unified labor market worldwide.” said Marc Tucker, president
of the National Center on Education apd the Economy. He
noted tha: in countries like Indonesia, those workers make $1.50
pei day and their skill levels are the same or better than Ameri-
can workers. “If we don't find a way to be vastly better skilled
than those kids coming out of Indonesia, we’ll be making $1.50

See Reform, next page

“How did you get started and how is it working out?” asked President George Bush of Benssrville design team loader Len
. Sirotzki, during the phone-in portion of the Szlellita Town Meeling on Sepfembar 1. The President joined other callers, who had
. questions and observations about reaching Mational Education Goal 3 during the 90-minute meeling. Following ara excerpts from

. the Prasidant's phone rall, as well as Sirolzki's response.

" President Bush: “...When the governors and | established ths goals at Charlfottesville at the Education Summit, wa hoped o
. seta new direction for education in our country. But wa also knew that the goals would not make much difference unless they
" were adopted community by community....And there are no quick fixos. The charge we're talking about is really
i fundamentsl...literally reinventing education...break-the-mold schoois, higher standards and certainly bettar tests, getlirg govern-
" ment off the teachers’ backs, and then giving families more choice In schools and academic programs.....

*And now for my question....I've challengad each. .[communily] to creale a break-tng-mold schodd....Len...how did you get

.. See Bush, nextpage
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Ntudents. contimiied

the best when there’s a challenging curriculum.. high expecta-
tions ...and when there’s parental involvement,” said Ravitch,
who was the principal writer of the California K-12 history/
social studies curriculum framework. [Contact: Diane Ravitch,
U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20202]

Standards Empower Teachers — Murphy. John Murphy,
superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools,
reported that his district is changing its schools to reach high,
rigorous standards set by the community. “At the Lake Wiley
School...you’ll begin to see this year those standards being
implemented in the K through 6 school,” said Murphy.
“Teachers are now empowered to make decisions in terms of
how they will take youngsters from where they are to those
standards we’ ve established.”” Murphy said that the district has
prepared brochures for every parent at every x.xde level and
discipline, “so that parents will understand exactly what it is
their child should be iearning...[T]he parent and the teacher
truly become partners now in that education process.” [Con-
tact: Dr. John Murphy, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, 701
East Second Street, PO Box 30035, Charlotte, NC 28230}

Rigorous Curriculum Produces Resuits — Jones,
Constance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary School
in Fort Myers, Florida, discussed Three Oaks Elementary's
success in implementing a new cusriculum developed by Dr.
E.D. Hirsch Jr., which relies heavily on rigorous content.
According to Jones, Hirsch examined different curricula from
several countries and from several states to determine the
sequence of knowledge that boys and girls ought to learn and
know by the time they leave sixth grade. “We spent all of the
past two years teaching that curriculum in our schools,” said
Jones. “We've seen incredible results that relate to attendance,
enthusiasm. the retention of our children. The number of
children retained at the end of the year was decreased by 50
percent. Discipline problems were reduced by almost 85
percent...” [Contact: Constance Jones, principal, Three Oaks
Elementary School. 19600 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers,
FL 33912, or Core Knowledge Foundation, 2012-B Morton
Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22601]

: Bush, continued
i startad and how is it working out?”
< Len Sirotzki: “..I think that the number one message
- i to cornmunities everywnere is to start, and don't wait for
" some perfect tme that may never come....[Wje looked for
« individual persons who were willing to go beyond personal
. agenda for the bensfit of the community, all of the familigs
i in the community — and | mean all of them, not only
: school-aged children....it's going to take a very, very long-
. rerm commitmant, and there will be a greal deal of pain,
bringing about the kinds of changes that are needed....”
' President Bush: “..| am proud...that this AMERICA
- 2000 effort continuas 1o be biparlisan. And, look, we all
. know we’re in an unusual political season....All the
" governors, Democrals as well as Republicans, are a part
~: of all of this, and it's beon that way from the very bsgin-

-inin_. And | just wanted to assure every parucipant that

Reform, -« ontmied

aday, said Tucker. He noted that the Alliance design team,
which he directs, will use innovative new teaching technology
and assessment techniques to create more than 240 break-the-
mold schools in seven states: Arkansas, California, Kentucky,
New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Washington.

“Qur view is that you can’t really break the mold without
changing the whole system all at once and every piece of it,”
said Tucker. “You need a whole new set of standards...ways to
assess student improvement...curriculum...technology...staff
development ....What we did was go around the country to get
the best in each one of those categories... the New Standards
Projects — a collaboration of some 17 states...six school
districts and some of the most competent people in the
country....We have a relationship with Apple Computer’s top
research team...to bring the very best that is known in how to
use computers and support tools for teachers....We’ve got the
Public Agenda Foundation, which is going to work with the
board and superintendent on how to engage the public in what
we're trying to do here.” [Contact: Marc Tucker, Center on
Education and the Economy, 39 State Street, Suite 500, Roches-
ter, NY 14614}

Community Learning Center Design Uses Flexibility —
Salinas. Elaine Salinas, education program officer for the Urban
Coalition in St. Paul, noted that America’s future workforce will
be largely minority, young and female — groups that histori-
cally have been less well served by America's education
system. “In order to compete in that global economy, we'll
have to break the mold in order to begin serving those studen. _,”
said Salinas.

Salinas noted that the Community Leaming Center design
calls for the creation of independent public schools in 10
Minnesota sites — urban, rural and suburban — that will
operate by charter or contract from local schools boards and
thus bypass many state and local regulations. “..[T}he intent of
our design is to use both the contract schools and the charter
schools legislation to create an institutional bypass so that
educators who are creative, interested in changing education,
can use these vehicles to create new kinds of public
schools....where we can honor [public] trust and be accountable
for the outcomes... We're in effect recreating what public
education is.” [Contact: Elaine Salinas, Urban Coalition, 2610
University Avenue West. Suite 201, St. Paul, MN 55114, or
Community Learning Centers, ¢/o Wayne Jennings, Designs for
Learning, 449 Desnoyer, St. Paul, MN 55104-4915]

Bensenville Design Involves the Whole Community —
Sirotzki. Len Sirotzki, project director for the Bensenville
design team, observed that it takes the resources of a whole
community to bring about break-the-mold reform. *“To have a
single school operate in a break-the-mold fashion within a
community that is indifferent to the school will not work.”
Sirotzki said that Bensenville believes that leaming is lifelong
and involves everyone — “the morns, dads, senior
citizens...[N]one of us probably learned everything we know in
a place called a school...we ought to make those kinds of
learning opportunities available throughout the community."
Sirotzki said that the Bensenville design will turn the entire
community of 17,000 into a campus that will support lifelong
leaming for all its citizens. [Contact: Dr. Len Sirotzki, Dupage-
Kane Educational Service Center, 421 North County Farm
Road, Wheaton, IL 60187-3999]
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dreweaz®  AMERICA 2000 Communities

New National Coalition to Support

Fifty-one national organizations have announced forma-
tion of the AMERICA 2000 Coalition, Inc., a non-profit
private sector alliance to promote the achievement of the six
National Education Goals, across the country, community by
community.

The AMERICA 2000 Coalition will serve as a resource
nationwide to help local communities implement their
AMERICA 2000 strategies, said Ed Donley, who will serve
as chairman of the Coalition’s Board of Directors. Donley is
a former chairman of Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., a
former chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and a
co-chair with Governor Robert Casey (D-PA) for PENN-
SYLVANIA 2000.

“We are bringing together businesses, national trade
associations and non-profit groups, many of whom are
already engaged in some support of education, and connect-
ing them to AMERICA 2000 communities. These commu-
nities are hard at work and need to know where their re-
sources are and who will help them,” Donley said during a
press conference announcing the Coalition’s formation.

Leslye Arsht, a former U.S. Department of Education
official, will serve as president. According to Arsht, mem-
bers will support Coalition efforts by:

A Adopting the six National Education Goals as part of
their institutional mission;

A Developing a strategy for their constituents, chapters,
members or employees to help communities achieve one
or more of these goals;

A Encouraging employees or members of their organization
to volunteer in local AMERICA 2000 efforts in support
of that national focus;

A Communicating their organization’s role in AMERICA
2000 and the need to achieve the six National Education
Goals through in-house communications, public an-
nouncements as well as through marketing, advertising
and community relations.

“The Coalition’s primary goal is to create an alliance of
groups who are actively seeking opportunities to involve their
employees, customers, c..apters or members in the transfor-
mation of education at the local level, community by commu-
nity, throughout the country,” said Arsht.

“Communities can look to each Coalition member as a
resource. Through Coalition efforts nationaily, they will know
that their local bank, electric company, chapters of organiza-
tions like The Salvation Army and Girl Scouts, along with
others, are being encouraged by their national affiliations to
work in the community to meet the local goals.”

For more information, contact the AMERICA 2000 Coali-
tion: 1825 K Street NW, Suite 1010; Washington, D.C.
20006; 202-835-2000.

AMERICA 2000 COALITION FOUNDING MEMBERS

Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. The Educational Publishing Group,
Allstate Insurance Company Inc.
American Association for Adult and Entergy Corporation

Continuing Education Family Service America, Inc.
American College Testing Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.
American Gas £ <<ociation Hewlett-Packard Company
American Red Cross Independent Bankers Association of
American Standard Inc. America

American Trucking Associations
Association for Women’s Health,
Obstetrical, and Neonatal Narses

Jobs for America’s Graduates, Inc.
Laubach Literacy Action

Literacy Volunteers of America, Inc.

Binney & Smith, Inc., makers of 3M

Crayola brand products Motorola
The Business Roundtable National Alliance of Business
Can Manufacturers Institute National Association of Partners in
Camnegie Mellon University Education, Inc.
Child Welfare League of America National Association of Temporary
Citizens’ Scholarship Foundation of Services

America, Inc. National Community Education
Cities in Schools, Inc. Association
Edison Electric Institute National Council of La Raza

National Executive Service Corps

National Instjtute of Former
Govemors

National Center for Family Literacy

National Science Resources Center

National Urban League

Pennsylvania Power & Light
Company

Points of Light Foundation

Robm and Haas Company

SER - Jobs for Progress, Inc.

The Salvation Army

Siemens Corporation

The JM. Smucker Company

United States Space Foundation

University Support Services

Vanderbilt University

Very Special Arts

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc

YWCA of the US.A.

Funding for the AMERICA 2000 Coalition has been provided by the Richard King Mellon Foundation, Merrill Lynch and

Company, Inc., and Siemens Corporation.
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Americans Favor GI Bill for Children

Two separate polls released during the
past several weeks show that most
Americans favor some type of school
choice for children and families.

AP Poll Finds Support for GI Bill for
Children. A new poll commissioned by
the Associated Press and released on
September 6, shows that 63 percent of
Americans favor a plan “for the govemn-
ment to give poor and middle-income
parents $1,000 scholarships for each of
their children” to use “at any public,
private or religious school.” Thisis a
description of the President’s “GI Bill for
Children,” although the question did not
identify it as such. Support for the
scholarship plan is particularly strong
among families with incomes under
$25,000 (73 percent support) young adults
(75 percent of those aged 18-34), parents

with children (69 percent), and women (66
percent).

Gallup Poll Finds Strong Support. A
new Gallup poll, commissioned by the
National Catholic Education Association
and released September 17, found that 70
percent of adults surveyed support a
govemument-funded voucher system for
parental choice (27 percent wete against
the idea and 3 percent had no opinion).
When broken down, blacks and Hispanics
overwhelmingly support the idea, 86 and
84 respectively; and 78 percent of parents
with children in school support the idea.
The 70 percent finding shows a sharp
increase in public support when compared
to two similar polls taken during the past
few years. In 1991, Gallup found that 50
percent favored vouchers, as compared to
44 percent in 1987.
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Y-\ Join the Next
.\ ] Satellite Town
‘v Meeting...
, The next AMERICA 2000
Satelite Town Meeting
will take place on Tuesday, October

13, 8:30 p.m-9:30 p.m., EDT. A test

signal will begin at 8 p.m.

C-Band: Galaxy 6; Transponder
11; Horizontal polarization;
Downiink frequency, 3920 Mhz;
Audio subcarrier; 6.2and6.8

Ku-band: SBS-6; Transponder 10;
Vertical polarization; Downlink
frequency 11845.5 Mhz; Audio
subcarrier: 6.2 and 6.8

National League of Cities
Joins AMERICA 2000

The National League of Cities (NLC)
has joined Secretary Lamar Alexander in
challenging mayors and local officials
nationwide to help start or suppott
AMERICA 2000 efforts in their cities and
towns.

“We are all starting to understand that in
order to strengthen America, we’ve got to
strengthen our schools...transforming
education,” said the NLC leadershipin a
September 7 letter circulated to nearly
27,000 local elected and appointed officials
nationwide. “Schools can’t do it alone, so
it’s up to local elected leaders to get the
whole community together to set goals and
start working to achieve them.” Signing
the letter were League President Glenda
Hood (Mayor Pro Tem, Orlando, FL); First
Vice President Donald Fraser (Mayor,
Minneapolis, MN); Second Vice President
Sharpe James (Mayor, Newark, NI); and
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander.

NLC has asked all local officials “read
to accept the challenge” to call the
Children and Families in Cities Projects at
NLC (202-626-3030) with the name of a
city hall contact. In tum, the League will
link callers with the AMERICA 2000
office in the Department of Education.
The League also asked their members to
send information on ideas and strategies
already under way to John Kyle, NLC,
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington
D.C., 20004, NLC will highlight some of
the best ideas duting a special session at
the 1992 Congress of Cities in New
Orleans, which will focus on innovative
and successful education approaches,

AMERICA =
2000 ==

CSUMBER 3. WEHER OF QUIOREER 5, 1992
National Education Goal 4

Satellite Town Meeting to Focus
on Math and Science Goal

National Education Goal 4 — U.S. students first in the world in math and science
— is the topic of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, Tuesday, October
13, at 8:30 p.m., EDT. Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the 60-minute
meeting will feature:

A Iris Carl, past president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM), who helped to develop and to secure the adoption of the ground-
breaking “math standards,” known as the “Curriculum and Evaluation Standards
for School Mathematics.” Published in 1989, the standards are already changing
the way math is taught in about one third of the nation’s classrooms, NCTM
estimates.

A Edward Donley, who chairs the board of directors of the AMERICA 2000
Coalition, a newly formed alliance of more than 50 national organizations
dedicated to achieving the National Education Goals, community by community.
He is former president and chairman of Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., former
chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and current chair of the Chamber’s
Center for Workforce Preparation and Quality Education. Donley is also co-
chair, with Governor Robert Casey (D), of PENNSYLVANIA 2000 and founder
of LEHIGH VALLEY 2000.

A Theresa Hernandez-Heinz, high school mathematics coordinator for the San
Francisco Unified Schools, who was chair of the mathematics department at
Mission High School in San Francisco, where she helped to put in place innova-
tive programs to help students learn mathematics. These included STAMP
(Students and Teachers Acquiring Mathematics Power), an intervention program
stressing problem-solving skills, and the Interactive Math Project, a three-year
sequence based on the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics standards.

& John Richards, project director for the Co-NECT School Design Team, one of
the 11 teams funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation
(NASDC) to create a new generation of schools. Richards manages the Education
Technologies Department at Bolt, Beranek and Newman (BBN) Labs and is
currently conducting research on how technology can improve teaching and
leamning and help to restructure schools.
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More than 2,500 communities participated in the Septernber AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, which addressed National
Education Goal 3, all children competent in at least math, science, English, history and geography. That made the meeting possibly the
largest of its kind in the nation’s history. Among the participants were store managers at Wal-Marts and Sam’s Clubs across the country
who invited local educators and civic and political leaders in their communities to take part in the town meeting.

Following are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting, which follow>d a discussion with Secretary Alexander and in-studio
guests on standards-setting, effective assessments and break-the-mold thinking [see AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, No. 37, for highlights of

the in-studio segment of the meeting]:
* * * *

* Union Wants More on World Class Standards
Richard Rice, Union, New Jersey, asked about warld class
standards — what they are and who determines what they are.

Secretary Alexander responded, “What we mean by world class
standaids is this: What does a child neex to know and be able to do in
math, science, English, history, geography, and other essential
subjects in order to live, work and compete in the world the way it is
today? ....We are working so that, by 1995, there will be a national
consensus to define those standards, but no federal law is gaing to tell
New Jersey or Union, New Jersey, what to do. That will be your
decision.”

As for testing to see how the chiluren are leaming to the standards,
John Murphy, superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.)
schools, observed that many of today’s standardized tests won't be
good enough. “Ithink we’ve got to be developing our own tests that
truly test whether or not the curriculum is being taught in our schools,”
said Murphy. Constance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary
Schoal in Foct Myers, Flarida, which has implemented a new rigorous
curriculum based on E.D. Hirsch’s Core Knowledge Sequence, noted
that Three Oaks Schoal retained the standardized achievement tests
given in the district — a content-neutral, comprehensive test of basic
skills. “What we found in our assessmenis is we did a lot more hands-
on projec. -...performance-based assessments, so teachers were able to
determinz whe!' .- the child comprehended or understoodd....”
Secretary Alexander added: *This is why you hear so many people
— including the President — talking about a national examination
system. What we're really saying is that if we're going to have all of
these high goals and then develop these standards which define the
goals, we're going to have to come up with a new set of examinations
for use by local school districts to see whether the children are
reaching those goals.” [Contact: Constance Jones, principal, Three
Oaks Elementary Schoal, 19600 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, FLL
33912, or Core Knowledge Foundation, 2012-B Moiton Drive,
Charloitesville, VA 22901}

#* Salem Asks About a Challenging Curriculum

John Jordan in Salem County, New Jersey, asked about
developing a challenging curriculum.

Diane Ravitch, assistant secretary of educational research and
improvement, responded: “What we [in the Education Department]
have done is to give money to leading professional scholarly groups
and say, ‘Go and develop n: tional standards, but as you develop them,
work with as broad a public as possible.” According to Constance
Jones, the Ft. Myers School Board approved of Three Oaks School’s
cumriculumy/standards setting activities. ‘“We did digress from the
standards that had been set ...for our district.... Actually, we incorpo-
rated them into the context that we were using with the core curricu-
lum,” said Jones. *T think it's important to know, too, that this
particular curriculum is only intended to be 50 percent of what we're
teaching ....”

* * * *

John Murphy added: “We engaged over 9,000 people through the
process in Charlotte-Mecklenburg. We went to the experts first. We
brought those programs into the community....Our administrative
{[people] examined all of the standards, and ther together came up with
a report in terms of the direction we should be moving in. Then we
finished that process with an Education Summit that brought roughly
1,800 citizens together, to examine the standards and then make
recommendations for modifications.” [Contact: Dr. John Murphy,
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, 701 East Second Street, PO Box
30035, Charlotte, NC 28230]

#* Rotterdam Wants Goal 3 Clarified

Karen Peters, Rotterdam, New York, asked for more information
on the second part of Gaal 3: “All students leam to use their minds
well...responsible citizenship.”

Diane Ravitch responded: “In all of the academic areas and areas
like the arts, using your mind well means not just parroting back
answers...[it means] to think things through, to have understanding and
to be able to apply what you've learned.” John Murphy added: “One
of the things that we’re looking towards in the Charlotte-Meckienburg
Schools as we begin to assess {student] performance...is to engage them
in writing essays when they leave iniddle school... high schoal, and nct
only to write an essay about their learning experiences and relating all
of the disciplines, but to be able to orally defend that.” Education
Secretary Lamar Alexander added: “I think the answer to the question
is the National Education Goals Panel work and the work of the task
force on setting standards in citizenship.”

#* St. Louts Asks About Law and Citizenship Standards
Linda Reikes, St. Louis, Missouri, asked about the role of law-
related education and social studies in Goal 3.

Diane Ravitch responded that the U.S. Department of Education is
helping to develop voluntary national standards. *One of the projects
that we have gotten up and running is th civics project, which is being
developed in collaboration with the National Counil for the Social
Studies,” said Ravitch. “] think that as the next couple of years go by,
you'll see new standards in history and geography and in civics and
govemment, ard I would think that law-related education would
certainly be a part of the new civic standards.” [Contact: Diane Ravitch,
U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20202]

#* Ardmore Wants More on Outcome-Based Education

Jo Anne Graham, Ardmore, Oklahoma, said: “We’d like to hear
the panel’s feeling on whether or not [outcome-based] philosopy
might improve siudent achievement.”

Constance Jones said her school has clear, specific goals for cach
grade level in the subject areas. “It really helped all of us focus on what
we needed to create a total education for a child, said Jones. “In other
words, teachers now know what they're gaing to be teaching...[in each
grade] so that they can build knowledge upon knowledge....[Hlow you
achieve that outcome can vary from classroom to classroom.” Secre-




tary Alexander added: “The State of Minnesota... has been a pioneer in
outccme-based education, starting back in the early *70s....Its experi-
ence there has...[led to] de-regulated schodls, ...once they come to an
agreement about what children should leam, then it freed the teachers
to use their own strategies. You create very different kinds of schools
to try to reach a result.”

*1 would say that outcome-based education is absolutely essential,”
said Diane Ravitch. “{T]f you agree on what you want children to
leamn, then you can have a kind of assessment system that suppotts
that.” Secretary Alexander observed that Portland, Michigan, is one of
the three school districts in that state that have completely integrated
the new math standards into their schools. “They’ve become sixth in
the state in math achievement...even though they're one of the lower
spending-per-pupil school districts. That’s what we think of as
outcome-based education.”

#* Columbia Asks About Determining Workplace Skills

Dr. Milton Kimpson, Columbia, Seuth Carolina, asked how one
would find what skills would be necessary in the new American
workplace. “I would think it would require many, many persons
extemal of that schoal situation,” said Kimpson.

According to John Murphy, it is important to involve the whole
community in the process of setting standards and goals for schoals.
*This is a question that can be addressed by the employers in our
communities: What kind of skills do they expect? ...In fact, one of the
things I did in the school system recently was to build a guaranteed
diploma program, to ask the business community, “What do you
expect our youngsters to leam?"” and then guarantee that it's taught, and
guarantee that it's leamed....”

* Phoenix Talks About Alternative Programs

Sandra Dowling, Phoenix, Arizona, noted that Maricopa County
has created many altemative programs, *...a program for homeless
children...one of the largest special ed consornjums in the state...the
Second Chance Program for our dropout students.” She asked how the
Department of Education can assist in supporting the creation of more
break-the-mold programs.

Secretary Alexander responded: “The President has asked Congress
to give the Secretary of Education flexibility to waive our rules and
regulations for more than 70 programs that spend about $11 billion so
that you and your teachers can decide how best to spend the money.”
He noted that, for example, Gastonia, Notth Carolina, is using Chapter
1 money, the largest federal elementary program, for a parenting
program. “Now they're very tough about parenting...require a parent
to be involved with the schoal, but they find that the federal regulations
somehow prohibit that...I don’t [currently] have the flexibility to
change that....One thing we're willing to do...[is] form a SWAT team
from the Department of Education and work with 2 metropolitan area,
for example, to see whether we have flexibility.”

# Port Hueneme Asks About Teacher Yraining

Niki Davis, Port Hinemne, California, noted that her district is
finding that assessment is taking a great deal of time. “[We] have the
base.. tools...technology, and now we’re confronted with..time
and...in-depth teacher training needs.”

John Murphy said: “We’re trying to restructure [teacher training]
into our day to get better utilization of existing staff ... Constance
Jones added: *“We have tried to create time [for] teachers to have
common planning time to pool their vesources...ideas together, and we
have found that a suppost network has been extremely helpful for

an."

#* Orrville Asks About Character Improvement

Tim Sinucker, Orrville, Ohio, represents one of the design teams
that was not funded by NASDC but which plans to go ahead with its
design. Smucker noted that Orrville is a community of about 8,000
people. He asked for suggestions as to how character improvement
can be implemented.

Secretary Alexander responded: “I was in Los Angeles about two
weeks ago meeting with a group of superintendents.. listening to how
they’re dealing with the aftermath of the iots. The first thing that they
want to do, as school opens this year, is to introduce in their curticulum
a course on ethics.” Elaine Salinas, education program officer for the
Urban Caalition in St. Paul (MN), added: *One of things that we're
going to be doing with the projects that we're working with in
Minnesota, is looking very carefully at the whole idea of youth as
resources...in the classroom, cooperative learning, peer tutoring, cross-
age tutoring, different kinds of instructional strategies...We have
examples in Minnesota... where the high schoal students run the local
grocery store and hardware store...being provided...education in
marketing, retail....” Secretary Alexander noted that in Cincinnati, the
Kroger Company has put a Kroger store within a schoal as a way of
introducing the children to how to make decisions — operoting the
store, stacking the counters, while eamning chits — if they keep their
grades up — which can be used to buy something. {Contact: Elaine
Salinas, Urban Coalition, 2610 University Avenue West, Suite 201,
St. Paul, MN 55114]

#* Compton Asks Whether AMERICA 2000 Requires
Endorsement of Choice

Shirley Allen, Compton, California, asked if it is possible to join
AMERICA 2000 without embracing schoal choice.

Secretary Alexander responded that communities need to do only
four things to join AMERICA 2000 — adopt the National Education
Goals, or a version of them; develop a strategy for reaching them;
develop a report card to measure progress, and begin to think about
creating at least one break-the-mold schodl. “It's just like a 100-yard
dash; if you want to run backwards, that's your business, as long as
you reach your goals,” said the Secretary. “The President feels and we
feel there are a number of things we need io do in addition to that, to
change our education system, that have to do with standards and
testing [and giving] all families more choices of all schools....Become
an AMERICA 2000 community, and we can all get on the train
together and argue about choice along the way. I'd rather do that than
all of us stand around [arguing about choice] in the train station.”

Flaine Salinas added: “Minnesota actually has about four pieces of
legislation on the books which really deal with giving parents more
choice within the public education system...a post-secondary enroll-
ment options law, which allows 11th and 12th grade students to attend
a post-seconlary institution, receive high schoal credit...use those
credits for college....open enrollment between districts....something
called the High School Graduation Incentives Program, which is a
second chance program for young people who have dropped out or
who are at risk of dropping out, so that they can choose an educational
altemative or another public schodl of their choice....[Flinally, we have
the most recent charter schools legistation.” Secretary Alexander
added: “Debbie Myers, one of the pioneering school superintendents
in New York City, is creating 30 new high schools — small high
schodls in New York City right now. She says, look, they’re all gaing
to be different, and we're not gaing to make people go to them, but

See Communities, next page
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they’re going to be so good and different that
well attract people to them. That’s what we

important part of a curriculum. In fact,
we've formed an arts partnesship to help

communications-oriented, aren't foreign
languages included in the curriculum,

mean by choice.” Secretary Alexander responded: “There's encourage that.”
#* Lakewood Talks About Work- been some confusion because Goal 3 says “My own view is that, in America, every
place Training ‘challenging subjects — including math, child should know at least two languages

Charles Wimber, Lakewood, Colorado,
noted thzt a number of Wal-Mart associates
are varticipating and suggested that Wal-
Mart pioneer the idea of continuing educa-

science, English, history and geography.’ well, one of which is English.” said the
None of the governors nor the President Secretary. “You're exactly right about
meant to suggest that, for example, the arts or foreign languages, and it’s a good point to
foreign languages or civics were nat an make.”

tion and woskplace training, along the lines
of the Gexman dual educational system —

Marc Tucker, director of the National
Alliance for Restructuring Education design
team, agreed that it was a good suggestion:
“Two years ago our Commission on the
Skills of the American Workforce said,
among other things, that this country would
go down the tubes if we don’t implement a
vession of what goes on routinely in Noithern
Europe....[A]bout 20 percent of the high
schoal graduates go off to a four-year
college. Some 80 percent of the rest gointo a
program that consists partly of school and
partly of on-the-job training that's based at
the worksite.... We're the only major
advanced industrial country that doesn’t do
that, and...we probably have one of the least
qualified bottom halves of workforces in the
industralized wodd....Secretary Alexander
added: *“We have some states that are
making some steps — Maine, Wisconsin,
Oregon.” He noted that Marc Tucker’s
design team is working with some of them.
Tucker added: “One of the biggest problems
here is getting the firms to offer the slots....”
[Contact; Marc Tucker, Center on Education
and the Economy, 39 State Street, Suite 500,
Rochester, NY 14614]

#* Gulfport Asks About Languages
Bridget Wiliams, Gulfport, Missisippi,
asked why, in a wodd that has become

nia community on September 9. The President joined Secretary Alexander,
Superintendent Hoiton and other community leaders at Norristown High
School. Following are excerpts of his remarks.

“..| have come to Norristown because you acceptea my challenge to reinvent
American schools....Neiristown is in the lead — but you're not alone. Today,
1,700 communities — in every single state — have adopted the vision of what
we call AMERICA 2000....

“Really, four revolutions are under way. First, we are in the process of
creating hundreds of what we call ‘break-the-mold” schools — schools that
reject the status quo....and Norristown was one of 700 communities that
responded [to the New American Schools Development Corporation’s call for
design team proposals].... Revolution number two has to do with what we teach
in our schools.... Your math teachers are already relying on new world-class
standards.... The third revolution involves... teachers ...getting state government
off their back....We've got to relieve these teachers of federally-mandated
paperwork requirements. | trust the teachers, not the govemment, to do what's
right for our students. There’s one final revolution under way — | think every
parent should have the right to choose the school they want for their
children....My G.I. Bill For Kids would give $1,000 scholarships to children of
middle-and-low income families that they can use to spend on any school of
their choice....Right here in Norristown, almost 6,000 kids — about two-thirds of
the school population — would be eligible ....Norristown weuld receive another
$6 million in new federal funds -— not controlled by bureaucrats, but parents
and teachers....So these are the four revolutions in American education: break-
the-mold schools, new standards, getting govemment off the teachers’ backs,
and giving parents real choice....” [Editor's Note: Ten days after the Presi-
dent delivered these remarks, the number of AMERICA 2000 Communities
topped the 2,000 mark.]




The final AMERICA
2000 Leadership
Workshop for the year
will be held in Dallas,

Texas, November 19-
20. To register, call
1-800-USA-LEARN or
202-401-0039.
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School Superintendent Norma Paslus

Reform

America is making progress in
reaching certain aspects of the six
National Education Goals but is still
too complacent about its educational
shortcomings, according to the second
National Education Goals Report,
released by the bipartisan National
Education Goals Panel on September
30.

The report noted particular progress
in decreasing student drug use (Goal 6)
and in closing the gap between minor-
ity and non-minority graduation rates
(Goal 2). However, the panel found
significant “‘achievement gaps” in
school readiness and differences in
student, parental and worker attitudes
in the U.S., as compared to other
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the state has asked community leaders “to consciously identify young families in their
midst...and make sure [they] know what resources are available.”

Oregon's second probleni—a “watered down” state curriculum brought down by low
expectations—also prompted the radical restructuring plan, said Paulus. She noted that the State
will expect proficiency in the basic disciplines, including art and music. “We want [children] to

See Oregon, page 4

EDUCATION GOALS PANEL RELEASES SECOND
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Oregon Raises Standards in Statewide

5choal readiness, a more challenging curriculum, and better technical/vocational education
were the three educational challenges which prompted Oregon last year to pass “the most
sweeping restruciuring plan in the history of this country,” said Oregon School Supesintendent
Norma Paulus during a luncheon speech at the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Workshop in San
Francisco, on September 16. {Govemor Barbara Robens (D) and Superintendent Paulus joined
forces to launch OREGON 2000 o August 22,1991)

Lack of schoo! readisess among many children
school in this country,” said Paulus. * Too many ¢
it's been dragging down the system...drugs, violence, and the breakdown of the family. We've
been trying to deal with that problem 100 late...[putting] all of our money in with the wigged-out
17-year old when we should have been putting it into parenting and earty childhood develop-
ment.” Paulus described the Oregon plan which focuses on early childhood development from
age zero to eight, noting that the Oregon legislature has made a massive commitment to 2 staie
version of Head Start. “It’s exactly like foderal Head Start except it's Oregon money, and we are
blending those two programs successfully and getting a bigger bang for every buck by
melding...a whole host of programs in early childhood which...includes parenting.” Paulus said

“is a dirty, ugly sectet in every elementary
hildren are unloved, unwashed and unfed, and

industrialized nations.

“All of us need to raise our expecta-
tions — parenis for their children,
teachers for the students, communities
for their schools, employers for their
workers and workers for their own
lifelong learning,” said Nebraska
Governor Ben Nelson (D), who chairs
the panel. *“Now, we're setting our
sights higher and doing what needs to
be done to help our children learn what
they need to know to live, work and
compete in today’s global economy,”
said Secretary Lamar Alexander.

For a copy of the National Education
Goals Panel news release listing
highlights of the report, contact 1-800-
USA-LEARN.




Secretary Announces More

Schools in Alaska, Uregon, and California are among the most recent recipients of the Secretary’s “A+ for Breaking the Mold”
awards — given daily to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six National Education
Goals.

“Schools are changing,” said the Secretary in describing the “A+" award program, which began on September I and will continue
through the end of the year. “All over the cowntry, in communities w-ere business as usual just isn’t enough, there are break-the-mold
schools that are teaching to high standards, cutting through bureaw. atic red tape, and providing greater choices of all schools.”

Following are descriptions of the “A+" award winners annownced during the last two weeks in September. {See AMERICA 2000
Newsletter No. 36, September 7, 1992, for a description of earlier winners]

Discavery School Focuses on Science Linda Vista Road, San Diego, California 92111-7399}

On September 14, Secretary Alexander awarded an “A+" award to A Integrating community social services in the schools is a
Denali Elamentary School, Fairbanks, Alaska. The school main element of the Cities in Schools program. Four school
rec:ntly received a grant from the RJR/Nabisco Foundation to expand districts in the Watts area of Los Angeles are grouped
its “Discovery Schodl” concept, redesigning the entire curriculum together in an “education park,” where schools can share
around the study of science. The school also has a “Lifelab™ garden, program ideas and other information. [Contact: Robert
where students and parents learn about science and the environment. Arias, Cities in Schools, 11340 West Olympic Blvd., Suite
[Contact: Tim Doran, piincipal, Denali Elementary School, 1042 381, Los Angeles, CA 90064]

Lath.m? St, Fairbanks. AK. 9710] Giving Families More Choice of All Schools
Enlisting the Community to Help Students On September 17, Sec Alexander
On September 15, the Secretary gave an © SSCIEtaty

“ 1y 3
“A+” to Bush Elementary School, Salem, gavean “A+" award to the Children’s

Cregon, for helping students and their Details on the “A +”p 708 mgd gppxl;‘htgliﬁﬂvlfCEO}
’ X . \ jon, San nie, Texas, for
g-;x?usgmdxuxeNﬁgal E‘t‘iu}:xlx;anoals and the daily awards can be offesing privately funded scholarships to
orming partnerships with t

low-income families. So far ¢his year,
CEO has received 2,000 applications and
awarded move than 900 scholarships,
which cover one-half the annual tuition at
either a public or private schoal — upto
$750. [Contact: Robert Aguirre,
managing director, CEO Foundation,
P.O. box 17447, San Antonio, TX
78217]

community college, church groups, the heard on the AMERICA 2000
housing authority, and others. Bush ;

Flemengary is aloo part of e Oregon D(.zu'y Cor.zferen.ce Call,a 5—7-
Network, a suppoit organization that links | miiniute discussicn on education

innovative schoals actoss the state, J
allowing them to share information about | T€/0TTR Whiich can be accessed by

teaching and leaming. [Contact: Jenifer dialing toll-free, 1-800-USA-
Billman, principal, Bush Elementary
Schoal, 755 University Street, SE, Salem, LEARN. Redesianing the Learning Emvi
OR, g7301] eSIgfnlng rrung (n
?:t::lg Haspanlc Students Sfay " On September 18, the Secretary’s "A+” went to the Bensenville
Community Design Team, Bensenville, Winois, for its plan to tum
the entire village into a school. The design, one of 11 selected for
funding by the New American Schodls Development Corporation,
will establish a “Lifelong Learning Center,” which will profile each
learner’s interests, abilities and goals, as well as group students of
different ages together according to their needs, In addition to the

On September 16, the Secretary recognized four California
programs for developing innovative approaches to reduce the dropout
rate, especially among Hispanic students — Balderas Elamentary
School, Fresno; Denied Webster Elementary School, San Fran-
dsco; AVID, San Diego; and Cities in Schools, Los Angdes:

A Nearly 90 percent of Balderas’ parents are actively involved leaming center, students will learn at the various businesses and
in the school, which has an extended day program to help govemment offices in Bensenville, (Contact: Len Sirotzki, project

both students and parents. [Contact: Erlinda Griffin, director, Bensenville Community Design Team, 115 East Green St.,
principal, Balderas Elementary School, 4625 East Florence. Bensenville. IL 60106)

Fresno, CA 93725] -, - . =
A Webster, the pilot school for Henry Levin's Accelerated C:vmg Families More Choices of All Schools

: ; p ; On September 21, Secretary Alexander gave his “A+ for Breaking

Schools, challenges disadvantaged children with innovative, - ; . s
hands-on matetdal to help students think, reason and solve the Mogi aw'ard t\(l)arlwo Mxl;gvadukec, Wisc:mm Pmstm'
problems. [Contact: Daniel Webster Elementary School. ners A vancing Values in Lducation (PAVE), and t wal-
465 Missouri Street, San Francisco, CA 94107] kee Education Center (MEC) Middle School. PAVE, an

A The AVID program offers a rigorous college-prep curricu- organization founded by the Bradley Falmdauon, 15 oﬁ"c?ng "
lum targeted to students from groups historically under- scbohmm(pinsrélc; lpw-mcggg fz;mmhcz sg;iundyé,anp%hmvﬁ tom public,
represented in higher education — Hispanics, Blacks, Native Pm’mem}‘] Jeliglous s alr; datis«ir' Milor wt;xw‘\isum a
Americans. As a result, fully 92 percent of AVID students cuirent chawce program y used in Milwaukee, where public
o on to higher education. [Contact: Mary Catherine funds are used to help send children to private, non-religious schools.
Swanson, San Diego County Office of Education, 6401 PAVE 1 funded completely through the private sector. - [Contact:
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become more pmﬂmatﬂ)cendofmc
tenth grade than they are now in the twelfth
grade. And at the end of the tenth grade,
after they have been assessed at regular
intervals to see if they are meeting the
outcome-based educational goals then we are
going to ask them to...choose a ‘strand.’ The
superintendent said all the industries,
professions and livelihoods will be divided
into different strands — for example, health
science — from which students will choose,
“If you want to be a brain surgeon... dental
technician...veterinarian...you would go into
that strand, and anatomy, and experiences in
hospitals, and medical centers would be
available to you,” said Paulus. She noted that
this does not mean a tracking system.

Paulus reported that the “capstone” of the
Oregon reform bill focuses on the State’s
third challenge — to introduce and integrate
professional and technical education — in
particular, math and science — as quickly as
possible into education. She said that the bill
encourages high schoal students to make a
choice by the end of the sophomore year —
but “not an iron-clad choice.”

With regard to funding, Paulus said that
the first two priorities are to redirect existing

revenues and coordinate all funding and
programis tied to children and families at the
schodl site itself. *“We spend millions and
millions of dollars every year and most has
gone right down the rat hole,” said Paulus,
*“We would be much better off if we could
bting the money... resources and bodies, right
into the elementary schools ...make a
partnership with a parent.” The superinten-
dent included private groups and businesses,
as well as state governmental agencies, in the
collaborative effoit — for example, the
Oregon Historical Society, libraries in
partnership with local hospitals, museumns,
etc. “And we are inviting any of our
surrounding states to be involved in this,”
said Paulus. “We are very excited about it.”

About 350 AMERICA 2000 leaders,
primarily from the West Coast, attended the
two-day workshop, which included sessions
on conimunicating the AMERICA 2000
message, parental choice, and meeting the
AMERICA 2000 four-part challenge. {For
more information on Oregon reform efforts,
contact Office of the Supetintendent of Public
Instruction, State Department of Education,
700 Pringle Parkway, S.E., Salem, OR
97310]
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Davek:pment Corporaﬂon (MSDC)
THe New Jowa Schoals Development
Cofpofa&on (NISDGC), js-being funded
by thé lowa Legiskature {5115,000)
thiotigh conteact witfl. the. state
have been sibrhitted, and four to six
Jovi desigh teams “will be sefected by
November-14:: [Contact: NISDC,
4025 Tonawanda Drive, Des Momes,
A1 50812, 516:279-9711 ] :

_ )‘L

_ Gavenerohn Ashcmft (Fl} and.
Congressman Tom Coleman (R-MO)
for the kick off 6f METRO KANSAS
CITY 2000 Ocinber 7 The effort

'wolved aﬁiaaﬁ; from-both Kansas

"National Edlucation Goals: The San
Antanio Light and Express News -
Sunday edition's o AMERICA 2000

and the community’s feport'éard to
meastre progress ! toward the goals

dc,’l?cm{ds and BQULDE " ZQGO
. Diners at Boulder, Colorada’s 11
McDonald's restayrants have been
eating their Big Macs on frays lined
with 8 BOULDER VALLEY 2000 fiyer,
‘which lists the Goals; and afocal
fiumber fo get ivolved iri Colorado
2000, THe - inltiative 1§ one of 10
-BOULDER VALLE Y 2000 pro;ects
movmg farwa/d :
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NUMBER 40, WEER OF OCTOBER 20,1992 -
2700 Communities Join Sth Satellite Town Meeting

Higher Standards Will Make
America First in Math and Science

With higher standards in place, American students can be first in the wotld in mathemat-
ics and science by the year 2000, observed Iris Carl, past president of the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), during the latest Satellite Town Meeting on October
13. Cad joined Secretary Lamar Alexander, San Francisco educator Theresa Hemandez-
Heinz, and education technology expert John Richards in discussing National Education
Goal 4: “By the year 2000, U.S. students will be first in the world in science and math-
ematics achievement.”

“Qur children are capable of learning much more mathematics than they're being
taught,” said Carl, who helped developed ground-breaking NCTM math standards which
are now changing the way math is taught in about one-third of the nation’s classrooms.

Theresa Hernandez-Heinz, high school mathematics coordinator for the San Francisco
Unified Schools discussed the community's Interactive Math Project. She said her school
has had some § ~ math units but current units revolve around concepts and hands-on
activities: “We nave students [with] diverse backgrounds and leaming abilities...studying
mathematics to detenmine, for example, now quickly an oil spill is spreading; whether or
not the good guys have a chance of winning the pennant; whether or not the bees choose
the best shape when they make the honeycomb....We started a unit with the story of "The
Pit and the Pendulum’ by Edgar Allan Poe.... We read the story...discussed...the prisoner
lying there, the pendulum was swinging 12 times....” Heinz salu that the idea at the end of
the unit was to predict what would happen with a 30-foot pendulum: Did the prisoner have
time to escape?

John Richiards — project director for the Co-NECT School Design Team, one of 11
funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation — discussed the impor-
tance of a project-centered curriculuin, “so that students and teachers...get involved ina
project that has something to pay off...a product.” Richards, who manages the Education

See Stundards, page 4

- AMERICA 2000 Coaljtion Chair Joins Town Meeting -

During the October AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, Secrelary Alexander was
joined by Ed Donley, chairman of the recently announced AMERICA 2000 Coalition —a
partnership of more than 50 businesses, trade associations and nonprofit groups pledged to
support AMERICA 2000 Coinununities at the Jocal and national level.

Donley used the Independent Bankers' Association, 12,000 banks in the United States, as an
example of how Coalition groups can help comimunities: “{Their monthly niagazine] had an
extensive article about how the AMERICA 2000 Caalition works [and] how people in
individual communities throughout the ocountry can work to improve the quality of their
schools,” said Donley. He also mentioned several Coalition member groups with expertise in
Goal 1, school readiness — Association for Woinen's Health, Otstetrical and Neonatal
Nnrses, the Girl Scouts, the Salvation Army.

Donley added that the Coalition now publishes a newsletter every two weeks and is setting
up an electronic bulletin board to help communities and members communicate.  Also, with a
computer, a modem and along distance call, AMERICA 2000 Communities can access The
Daily Report Card, which “covers-the-coverage” of education issues as reported in the news
media. [For information on how to download die Daily Report Card, refer to AMERICA 2000
Newsletter No. 39, October 12, or contact the AMERICA 2000 Coalition, 1825 K Street NW,
Suite 1010, Washington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000.]
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2,700 Commupnities Discuss Goal 4:

More than 2,700 communities participated in the fith AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting on October 13 — a ten{fold increase over the first
meeting of 250 communities last May. Sone 1,600 Wal-Mart stores offered their sites as comununity ineeting places, and the meeting was broadcast
over the Mind-Exension University's Network 1o more than 600 cable-TV systems across the country. Discussion focused on National Education
Goal 4 — American studenss first in the werld in math and science. Follawing are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting:

Norristown Asks About Teacher Training

Payton Burt, Norristown, Pennsylvania, said that his town is
already training teachers to teach to the new standards — using its own
funds as well as Eisenhower grant monies. He asked about other
teacher training opportunities and incentive grants.

Theresa Hemandez-Heinz, high school mathematics coordinator for
the San Francis=o Unified Schools, discussed her school district’s
approach: “We have teachers from middle schools who are team
leadlers...meet with the director of our...special program funded by
Eisenhower monies.... We also have team leaders ...working directly
with the teachers, visiting them in the classrooms, coaching them, and
teaching them how to work with students in small groups.” She
added: *This is a new skill — how to facilitate leamning rather than
teach it directly, and how to ask students questions that encourage
students to think instead of just repeat a right answer.”

Iris Carl, past president of the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, said: “One bit of advio...Jook to the many grant
programs...provided by the Department of Education...Nationat
Science Foundation. School districts as well as universities in
partnership with school districts can apply for funds that will help
improve teaching....[PJrivate inductry has now becoime partners
...providing grants for that kind of improvement that we seek.... And |
must not forget to mention the National Council of Feachers of
Mathematics. We provide conferences as well and just contacting us
we can cestainly let you know what's available in your area.”

Secretary Alexander noted that there is a recently enacted law by the
Congress that will create national academies for teachers of math and
science with corporations and universities: ] happen to know about
the Univers..y of Tennessee where [ used to be. The Martin Marietta
Corporation and the State of Tennessee have created a regional
summer program for teachers of math and science; that's going onin a
variety of places.” He added that the President asked Admiral
Watkins, Secretary of Energy, to head a task force which included
Deputy Secretary David Keamns and others, to focus nearly $2 billion
of federal spending on math and science elementary and secondary
education on teacher training, [For a fact sheet on federal math and
science programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN.]

Flowood Asks About Teacher College Support

Mitch Morgan, Flowood, Mississippi, asked whether teacher
colleges will sign onto the new approaches.

John Richards—project director for the Co-NECT School Design
Team, one of 11 funded by NASDC—noted that his design involves
Boston College with regard to assessment and testing: *“We're
working with...facuity and we have a pretty radically different
approach to the way math and science are taught.”

Secretary Alexander added: “One of the things that’s going on...is
that more universities ave requiring teachers to get degrees in math and
science before they take teacher training, and that’s going to mean
changing the math and science curriculum in the universities....”
Grants Asks About Catch-up

Candace Dylla, Grants, New Mexico, asked how children, who
are already behind in math and science, can be brought upto speed.
Theresa Hemandez-Heinz said that San Francisco tackles that

problen: by giving students enriching, engaging mathematics. “We
give them something that really motivates them and interests them —
[for example] the question about do the bees build a honeycomb; Is that
the most effective way?...[AJbout 40 percent of our math students
traditionally would not take college prep classes, and they not only
were part of our class, they succeeded. We have stdents who
came...not speaking the language and they not only leamed math, they
learned English as well...But you necd engaging mathematics...not
boring but [challenging]... and they Il rise to the occasion.”

Secretary Alexander added: [ Another example] is the Daniel .
Webster School in San Francisco...a Henry Levin Schoot [which]...
operates on the theory that you don’t slow anybody down, you speed
all the children up. [Contact: Willie B. Santamaria, supervisor, San
Francisco Public Schools, Rm. 214, 135 Van Ness Ave., San Fran-
cisco, 94 1(2.]

Wichita Asks About a TQM Tie-in

Bob Morrison, Widita, Kansas, asked whether Goal 4 is being

coordinated with the federal initiative for Total Quality Management.

Secretary Alexander suggested that a specific total quality manage-
ment initiative would be a good project for the AMERICA 2000
Coalition: *The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has been doing important
work [in this area]...."We've been trying to encourage thent...to make it
available to canmunities for teacher trining — and many [local
chambers] have.” [For more information on the U.S. Chamber’s
education initiative, call Bob Martin at (202) 463-5525.]

Arkansas Asks About Gender Equity

Laura Dodson, Arkansas, Kansas, asked if there are any
specific gender equity initiatives being developed orimplemented.

Theresa tlernandez-Heinz said that San Francisco’s Interactive
Mathematics Project emphasizes writing and communicating:
“Girls usually who have been afraid of mathematics because of the
very abistract way in which it has been approached are now much

_ more comfortable because they are able to work with one

another...in groups. Their resource is their peers, [and] they’re able
to write and explain their answers and present....More of our girls
..are staying with us through the three years of our programs....”

[ds Carl added: “One of the things that we’re doing...is making
sure that every youngster has an opportunity...for hands-on
experiences in math as opposed to simply working individually
with pencil and paper... use applications for mathematics....”
Calumet City Notes the Importance of Fiber-Optics

Harry Condon, Calumet City, Dlinois, said that fiber-optics
provides an opportunity to jump-start our total educational system. He
asked if anybody is working on that system for public schools.

John Richards responded: *“We at BBN are developing for the “Co-
NECT" School [a] local area network...so that each student with Power
Book [lap-top camputer] can communicate; but in addition...hook the
schools to the wider world. And thereis a TV studio....We're hoping to
use fiber-optics to do that Secretary Alexander described a recent
AMERICA 2000 Conference Call which featured an Indiana commu-
nity that hooked up with GTE Corporation. “Forabout a $1.5 inillion
one-time cost they have done a number of things in
telecommunications...with local business contributions. [Contact:
WestfieldaWashington School Corporation, 322 W, Main St.,




Number One in Math, Science

Westfield, IN46774.]
Rogers Concerned About Measuring Success

Ellen Neaviile, Rogers, Arkansas, asked about an assessment toot
that can compare American students with students wotldwide.

Iris Car] said that the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
patticipated in the Pacific Nations Ministers of Education meeting and
found that the Pacific nations and European countries are as anxious as
the United States to find assessment tools for the new goals. “Each
country is focusing on problem solving and applications in mathemat-
ics,” said Carl. “We're all trying new ways or

a new staff development model.... The National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics has many publications that would help ...universities are
now focused on working with schools to make that happen....local math
organizations are providing workshops held on Saturdays and after
schoal...[to] improve teaching and acddress standards.”

Theresa Hemandez-Heinz pointed out that San Francisco's Interac-
tive Math Project provides a week in the summer for in-service
training; five release days during the school year for in-service:

“The New Stanley School in Kansas City is open 11 months a year,”
said Secretary Alexander. ‘““What they do there is

alternative assessnents.... paxtfolios as well as
projects for youngsters.” Secretary Alexander
said that \'ermont is taking a lead in this country
in portfolio assessments. [Contact: Elizabeth
Rand, Vemroat Depattment of Education, 120
State St., Montpelier, VT 05620]

Theresa Heriiandez-Heinz added: “Wehavea
number of ways of accessing our students...open-
ended questions...teacher observation...oral
presentations, listening to the students explain
how and why they got their answers...individual
assessments.” She said the school also gave the
SAT, as a rough measure, and the students did as
well, if not better, as the contral groups.

Salem Asks About Dollar Support

Gloria Jennings, Salan County, New
Jersey, asked how Salem County, one of the
poorer counties in New Jersey, can compete in
math and science without computers and other
high-tech equipment.

Secretary Alexander referred the caller to Eve
Bither at the Department's Office of Educational
Rescarch and Improvement [through 1-800-
USA-LEARN] for help in determining whether
her community might qualify for some federal
programs. *Second, I'd look for local business
contributions,” said the Secretary. “Third, I'd call
Walter Amprey, superintendent in Baltimore
who made a partnership with a private company
to operate nine public schools and for the same :
amount of money put two teachers in every
classroom and $3-400,000 of computer technal-
ogy into every school.” [Contact: Office of the
Superintendent, Baltimore City Public Schodls,
200 E. Naith Ave., Rm. 405, Baltimore, MD

A Conmunity Checklist
for Reaching Goal 4

A~k vour cducation othidals it
vour schools arc uang the
world dass math standards
dovdopad by the National
Couvnal of Toachars of -

" AMathanaties (NCIVDL 1 not,
ash why ot [Contadt: ’
NCTAL 19096 Assoaation
Drive, Raston, Vwzina
220910 T03-620-9540].

Latyour schivol board kinow
that world-class scivnce
standards shoutd be ready by
1994-95, and it's ot too carly
to-begin lbrcp.nrin'g for them. .
[Contact: National Avadeiny
ot Sciences, Ginny Van

Horne, 2101 Constifution
AveNW, Woachington, D.C,
20418, 202-334. 3310}

Mahke surg thure is commu-
nity supporttor teacher
preparation and retraining in
math and scicnce.

Work with local colleges,
universitics, businesses and
muscuins on ways they can
help with math and sdence.

keep the children eight or ten weeks...then send
the children home for a week..then the teachers
have a week to plan their curriculum, to train
themselves to leam what to do...” [Contact: New
Stanley School, 36th and Metropalitan Sts.,
Kansas City, KS 66106.]
Durango Asks About Community
Attitudes

Ann Butler, Durango, Colorado, asked about
changing community attitudes toward math and
science.

Secrefary Alexander said: “{That] is exactly
what we're doing tonight....the largest town
. meeting that anybody knows in this country's
history — 2,700 communities...with the support
of the all of the govemors... Democrats as well as
Republicans, and the President.

John Richards added: *“What you have to do
[in part) is invalve...nok just the parents, but the
community. For us in particular, students get a
personal growth plan that they design with the
parents with the teacher that's
continually...reviewed.... In addition, students are
going to be taking computers home [to]..dial into
the schoal [and] parents can dial into the schoal
and...access the network and... projects.”

“Many AMERICA 2000 Communities have a
Goal 4 Task Force which helps the whole
community understand that what children are
learning today in math and science is very
different than...10, 15, 20 years ago,” said
Secretary Alexander.

Plaguemine Asks About Post Election
AMERICA 2000

21202]

John Richards said that one thing his NASDC design team has
looked at “is that if you rethink your curmiculum so you're not basing it
totally around textbooks and...to look at projects like ‘The Pit and the
Pendulum,’ then the use of computers and technology is sorething
that can be amortized over time...farxd] is a lot less expensive.”
Newark Wants More on Teacher Retraining

Lanny Paschall, Newark, New Jersey, asked if teachers currently
teaching should be required to go back to school and take additional
courses and what types of assistance is available.

Iris Carl said it would be impossible to send every teacher back to
the university to get ready for new assignments in the shoit-term:

Q Ve're recommending that each school district be a part and a party to

E119

Lisa Batts, Plaquemine, Louisiana, asked a
two part question: 1) Is the AMERICA 2000 momentum eniough to
continue if George Bush is not reclected; and 2) What role has
Califomia played in helping to implement the math and science
changes in San Francisco's schools?

Secretary Alexander responded: “Obviousty, I feel that the trains are
moving down the track and with the President as the engineer they'li
move a lot faster.... When we created AMERICA 2000, it was a
partnership with all of the govemors, including the Democratic
govemors.... President Kennedy said, ‘Let’s go to the moon'; Richard
Nixon was President when we finally got there. So by the time we
reach these goals we may have two or three more Presidents, but we
hope they all, and all the govemors, will work on them.”

-— See Goal 4, page 4
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Theresa Hemandez-Heinz responded to
the caller’s second question about state
support of San Francisco’s math programs:
*“California has just published its Califomnia
Mathematics Framework. It came out in
1992, and Califomia is...calling for proposals
so we can implement...the national standards
and...the framework...California...is leading
the nation in trying new ways of assessing
our students and supporting...cfforts teachers
are making right now....”

Secretary Alexander added: “California
has taken the lead in creating what educators
call ‘Curriculum Frameworks'...not federal
standards — nobody in Washington has told
anybody to do them — just an agreement
about what children ought to know and be
able to do....The states create the frameworks,
and the teachers decide how to help the
children move to the standards.”

Union Wants to Know About
Science Standards

Dr. Richard Rice, Union, New Jersey,
asked what initiatives arc under way to
implement science standards along the lines
of the NCTM math standards.

Secretary Alexander responded: The
federal government under the Energy
Secretary has refocused two billion federal
dollars on teacher training for math and
science; there is the Eisenhower Grant
programs which are being increased to help
with that...and we’re borrowing the leader-
ship of the mathematics teachers to help set
similar standards in the sciences, in geogra-
phy. in English and a variety of other
subjects. [For a list of standands projects,
contact: 1-800-USA-LEARN.]
Kingsville Wants to Recognize
Student Excellence

Rick Pace, in Kingsville, Texas, askex

BEST COPY AVAILABLF

about naticnal incentives to recognize
students who excel in math and science.

Iris Cari responded: “We're finding in
many schools, the schools themselves are
creating special assembilies and special
awards in mathematics and the other
disciplines that begin to parallel...athletics.”

Theresa Hernandez- Heinz added: “In our
{three core] high schools we [have] the
students meet together at an end-of-the year
picnic. Just the fact that they're meeting fora
muthematics program — and not an athletic
activity — was something new.”

John Richards said: “When you're done
with a project; when you're done with
something, so often in mathematics it gets
thrown away or filed away....we've been
looking at...how students can publish work...
[and] in the TV studio have it closed-circuit
broadcast within the school. That..isn’t just
frills, it's a serious presentation.”

Dayton Asks About Hands-on vs.
Traditional Learning

Thomas Matczynski, Dayton, Ohio, said
that Dayton is in the third year of a K-12
science redesign partnership ....focusing on
hands-on learning and science process skills.
He asked how to reconcile the need to teach
hands-on skills with traditional leaming
accountability demands.

Iris Carl responded: *1 think that the
American Association Advancement of
Science has a [national ] program...which...
looks at the ways in which hands-on science
should be taught....”” [Contact AAAS, 1333 H
St.. NW, Washington, DC 20005.]

Secretary Alexander added: “Ohiois
ahead of most states {in that it has] given the
education commissioner complete freedom to
waive rules and regulations that get in the
way...For example Reynoldsburg, Ohio [has]

T07

taken some of the state rules off and they
now have math and science classes that are
two and three hours long; they integrate the
teaching of math and the sciences....
[Contact Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, 65 S. Front St., Rm.
808, Calumbus, OH 43266.]

Technologies Department at Bolt, Beranek
and Newman Labs in Massachusetts, used
Boston Harbor as an example. “If the
students want to look at...the effect of the
clean-up of the Boston Harbor, then they
have to gather information...present
[it]...look at some of the statistics and...at
different ways of representing data.”

[For information on the Interactive
Math Project, contact: Theresa
Hernandez-Heinz, Parkside Center,
2550 25th Ave,, San Frandsco, CA, 415-
731-8048 or Mary Jo Cittadino, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, California
94720 or call 510-642-0738. For
information on the Co-NECT School
Design Team, contact Dr. John
Richards, Bolt Beranek and Newman,
10 Moulton Street, Cambridge, MA
02138. For information on the NCTM
math standards or the NAS science
standards, refer to the box on page 3 of
the newsletter.}




NEWS IN'‘BRIEF...
Wortd Cliss Standards for
Engltsh i the Werks.,,

The Department of Educat/on
has annaunced d grant toa - .
consortitity of professional organi-
zations fo develop voluntary World
Class Standyrds lor English.
education in U.S. glementaty and
sacondary schoofs. N

The $360,542 grant, fo the
consoriium composed of the-
University of llinolg Center for the
Study of Reading, the National
Council of Teachars of English and
the Intemational Reading Associa-
tion, will suppart the first year of an
expected three-year-effort to-
develop voluntary standards for
English, mcludlng hterature and
reading.. .

The announcement bnngs o six
the standards-setling projects tha
department,; and other agencies,
are supporting in science, history,
the arts, civics, geography and now
English, In addition, the Nationat
Council of Teachers of Mathemat-
lcs is helping teachers in at Jeast
40 states to uge the new math
standards in their classrooms. fFor
a llsting of the standards projects
and contacts, call 1-800-USA-
LEARN.] ‘

South Carolina fles Ed Serwces
12 the Goals

South Carol;nahas reconfi igured
its listing of state instructionat
telovision resources to correlate to
the six Natioral Education Goals.
The'booklet, “South Carolina
2000...Getting There with Instruc-
tional Telsyiston,” was jointly
praduced by the State's Depart-
menk of Education and South
Carolina’ETY. In January, the
state expacis to release a similar
booklet tying professional staff
development resoutces to the
Natlonal Education Goals . For
more information, contact: Pamela
Pritcheit, S,C. Office of Instruc-
tionat Technology Development,
1106 Rutledge Bldg.; Columbia,
South Carolma 29201 803 734-
80985.

MINNESOTA 2000 Schedules
Reqgiomal Woskshops . :
Minnesota has scheduled five.
warkshops to help communities
and schaol districls design action
plans o ‘achieve the six Natlonal
Sea News in Brief, next page

AMERICA =
2000 —\‘\
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Literacy and Lifelorg Learning to be
Focus of Satellite Town Meeting

National Education Goal 5 — every adult literate and able to compete in the work
force — is the focus of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, Tuesday,
November 17, at 8:30 p.m., EST. Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the 60-
minute meeling will feature:

Donna Lane, assistait comumissioner, Oregon Office of Community College
Services, whose office has undertaken the Oregon Literacy Survey to measure
adults' functional skills and has begun a statewide effort to develop curriculum and
assessments for adult education programs.

A Benita Somerfield, president, Simon and Schuster Workplace Resources, and also
executive director of the Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy, which
supports intergenerational literacy
programs and promotes family reading.

A Edward W. Bales, director of education
Jor Motorola Inc.’s, Motorola University
which helps train all 105,000 Motorola
employees in classes that range from 7th
grade math to graduate-level business
instruction,

‘The meeting, will also feature the new Ad
Council campaign, “Keep the Promise,”
which focuses on the need for education
reform and the National Education Goals.

| Join the Next
Satellite Town
Meeting...

The next AMERICA

2000 Satellite Town

Meeting will take place on Tuesday,

November 17, 8:30 p.m-9:30 p.m.,

EST. A testsignal wil begin at 8

5 p.am.

" C-Band: Galaxy 6; Transponder/
i Channel 24; vertically polar-

Zed; Downlink f ,
The campaign is jointly sponsored by the gfgopﬁfgm%ﬁen
U.S. Departinent of Education and the 6.2and 6.6

Educational Excellence Partnership, made up
of the Business Roundtable, the National
Alliance of Business, the American Federa-
tion of Teachers and National Governors
Association.

% Ku-band: SBS-6; Transponder/
; Channel 10; vertically polar-
ized; Downlink frequency
11945.5 MHz; Audio
subcanmiers: 6.2 and 6.8

“Final Workshop for the Year

Agenda Set for Dallas Reg/onal Leaderstyp Workshop -
National and local community leaders from the Southwest will discuss their

experiences in working toward the National Education Goals duting the

AMERICA 2000 Leadeiship Workshop in Dallas, Texas, Novembe:r 19-20.

. The meeting, the final of five workshops planned for 1992, is desiyned for

local leadérs who are interested in starting or further developing an AMERICA
2000 initiative in their communities. Panel and small group discussions are
planned for such topics as New American Schools, meehng the AMERICA
2000 four-part community challenge, and local chambers of commerce that
are “breaking the mold. "

To register for the Dallas wotkshop, call 202-401-0039. or 1-603-USA-
LEARN. .~

108 .51 copy AVAILABLF
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued
Education Goals. Workshops are
scheduled far Grand Rapids,
Novembaer:18; Marsiall, Novem-
ber 23; St. Cloud, November 30;
Fergus Falls, December 1; and
Rochester, Lecember 9.

{Contact: Minnesota 2000; 650

Cedar Street; 853 Capitol Square
Bullding; 8t Paul, MN 55101-
2273; 612-296-2822.

Griffin-Spalding Charts Calen-
dar

GRIFFIN-SPALDING 2000
(Griffin-Spalding, Georga) is
using the school sysiem’s 1992-
93 schoal calendar as a commu-
nications vehicle for its AMERICA
2000 strategy.— goal by goal,
including information on account-
ability/rankings, schoot tinances,
and paren ta!/commum?y stpport
opportunities. [For mere informa-
tion, contact Griffin-Spalding -
County Schools, PO Drawer N —
Griffin;: Georgia 30224 s

"By the year 2000:

. . . . .
Al childeen in-Amcrica will start school ready to learn,
The high school graduation rate will incrcase to at Jeast 90 pereent,

American stodents will leave grades four, u;,lll and twddve h nmL demonstratad (nmpduu vinchalldnging subject 3
matter including English, mathematics, science, history,and geography: and overy schoolin Amicrica will ensoee the xl
all students fearn to use their minds well, so they may be preparcd for responsible citizenship, further laarmng Land
productiye amployinant in our modern cepnomy.

U.S. studonts will be tinst in the world in scicnce and mathematios adhievancent.

B > - . . . . . .
Fyery adubt Amcrican will he literate and will posscss the knowlodge and shibls neccssarny to compatein a elabal
ceonomy and oxarase the rights and responsibilitios of citizenship.

Fryers schoolin Nimcrica wilb be feee of drags and violence and will otbor a disaplinad e onmont condinane to

Iurmn"

BE
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- AMERICA 2000 RESOURCES -

The U.S. Department of Education has developed an AMERICA 2000 Community
Notebook, which contains information and ideas on what other communities are doing to
meet the four-part challenge: Copies will be available within the next several weeks. To
order a copy, contact 1-800-USA LEARN Among other AMERICA 2000 resources
available to comniunities:

A

AMERICA 2000 Coalition is a non-profit, private sector alliance of more than 50
national organizations to promote the achievement of the six National Education
Goals, community by community. Contact the AMERICA 2000 Coalition, 202-835-
2000.

“A+ for Breaking the Mold” Award is given daily by Secrctary Alexanderto
innovative schools and projects across the country. Call 1-800-USA-LEARN to listen
to a taped conference call featuring the day's award or 202-401-2571 for a listing and
summary of all “A+" awards to date.

AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, Videotapes, Publications describe the AMERICA
2000 strategy, & community checklist, nieeting the four-pait chailenge, ete. Call 1-
800-USA-LEARN for more information.

New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC) is a private, nonprofit
corporation run by American business leaders and others that selected 11 design teams
to provide blueprints for communities to reinvent their schools. Contact NASDC, 703-
908-9500.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce and more than 1,000 of its local chambers have pledged
to help communities reach the National Education Goals. For more information and
information about a publication highlighting local chamber education initiatives, call
the Center for Workforce Preparation and Quality Education, 202-463-5525.

——_——————ﬂ—————— !
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keceep t he
PROMISE
§ New Education Campaign to Tap
% AMERICA 2000 Resources

% AMERICA 2000 communities across
q the country will be important resources
R in a new national public service

§ adventising campaign, launched on
November 17 by a business/education
coalition with support from the U.S.

d# Department of Education.

3§ The “Keep the Promise” campaign is
§ sponsored by the Department of
Education and the Educational

k Excellence Partnership, which includes
The Business Roundtable, the National
§ Governors' Association, the American
d Federation of Teachers and the

B National Alliance of Business. The

# centerpiece of the campaign is a series
| of television, radio and print ads

b produced by Young and Rubicam and
3 the Advertising Council that issue a

B nationwide call to action to set and

f meet higher standards in education and
# to “Kesep the Promise” of a good

B education to America's children.

¥ Astata-by-state listing of AMERICA
¥ 2000 Communities and local school

N reform efforts will be included in

§ information materials for people who

4 respond by calling a special toll-free

¥ number (1-800-96-PROMISE) for

| information on how to become involved
§ in transforming their local schools. To

b encourage your local media lo incdlude
“Keep the Promise” advertising in their
§ public service plans, contact your
| newspaper, radic and television

B community or public affairs offices.

NEWS IN BRIEF..

RTARA 2000 swtios New Repoit
On Qctober 28, QMAHA 2000
released a preliminary report on
what the community has leamed
since its kickoff last year. The
repontis organized araund the six
Natlonat Education Goals and
outiines the status of community
efforts and strategies to achieve the
National Goals. Nearly 200,000
eopies of the report wete distrib-
uted fres to the community cour-
tesy of OMAHA 2000 chair and
newspaper publisher John
Gottschalk and the. Omaha World
Heratd. [Cantact: Confle
Spellman; Greater Omaha Cham-
ber of Commerce; 1301 Harney
Sti*Omaha, NE 68102}

#Wal-Mart Hanagers Cail
ABERICA 2000 "the Right Thing
Anoverwhelming majarity of Wal-
Mart managers (81 percent)
consider AMERICA 2000 “a
Sge News In Brief, page 4
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Alexander Cites the Record :

President Bush Set Historic Partner-
ship and New Education Agenda

In a speech belore the Ohio School Boards Association on November 5, Secretary of
Education Laner Alexander sunted up President Bush's leadership in education reform.
Following wre excerpts of his renurks:

When the dust settles, and the history books are written, President Bush's leadership in
education will be amony his most significant contributions.

He did what a President can do best — set a national agenda for change and to make things
happen,

And because he did it in parmership with the nation’s Governars. his contributions will he
lasting.

The bi-partisan partership benween the President and the Governors set the agenda for
American education for the rest of this century. One of the Gavernors who helped set that
agenda is now the President-clect.

[eas chaivman and Bill Clinton was vice-chairman of the National Governors Association
int 1985-86 when. for the first time. the Governors devoted an entire year 1o a single subject:
education. We produced a report, “Time For Results,” in which the Governors offered 1o
“horsetrade” with educators — fewer regulations for more resulls.

The Govemors and the President formed a parnership in 1989 at the education sunumit in
Charlottesville. Governor Clinton was one of those who worked with the President 1o set six
ambitious National Educanon Goals for the vear 2000. Our nation had never before had such
goals.

Since 1989 a lot has happened 1o move this comry toward those goals. My direction from
the President 1s 1o do everything we can to make a clean hand off 1o Govemor Clinton so he
can continue the work. He will have his priorities. his style, his stanp, his new ideas. But |
would be the riost surpnised person in town if Bill Clinton did not continue to advance the
agenda created by the parmership between the President and the Govemnors.

Let me be specific.

Forty-four states have joined AMERICA 2000, the community-by-conununity challenge 1o
reach the goals. ARKANSAS 2000 is one of those.

Next Tuesday night (November 17], 2700 communities will participate in the monthly
AMERICA 2000 Satellite TV town meeting — 2700 conununities working together 1o reach the
goals, including more than thiny ARKANSAS 2000 communities.

The New American Schools Development Corporation has raised its first 350 million 1o give
10 11 design teans that will help communities create “hreak-the mold” schools.

Clinton advisers Mare Tucker and Mike Colien are among the design teams. The corpora-
tion itself is privaie. bi-partisan and will continue.

We have created and funded task forces to establish national standards about what children
should know and be able 10 do in the sciences. English. history, geography, the ants and civics.
These stanclards will be available by 1994-95. Maih is already done.

A consensus has heen created and the first steps taken toward a volutary national examina-
o systent.

A new AMERICA 2000 Coalition of more than 70 non-prafit arganizations aud business
groups is helping conmmumities succeed.

Working with states, the federal governnent is freeing teachers of excessive regulations —
despite resistance by Congress.

The President's own agenda has sometimes been bolder than that of the partnership.

Gallup says 70 percent of Americans now favor a proposal like the President’s “GI Bill for
Children” which would give $1000 federal scholarships to children of middle- and low-income

Jamilies to spend at any school or other academic program. public, private or religious.
See listoric, page 4

1:9




More "A+ for Dreaking the

Schools in Boston, Kansas City and Queens. N.Y.. are among the most recent rectpients of Secretary Lamar Alexander's "A+ for
Breaking the Mold" award — given dailv to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six
National Education Goals, The "A+" award program began on September 1 and will continue through the end of the year. Foilowing are
descriptions of the "A+ " award winners announced during the end of Septeniber and throughout the inonth of October:

Using Computers to Dreak the Mold

September 28: Co-NECT School Design Team, Boston, Mass, for
its plan to use computers and other technologies to lielp students learn.
Co-NECT, which stands for “Cooperative Networked Educatonal
Community for Tomorrow,” was one of 11 design tewns selected for
funding by the New American Schools Developmient Corporatson
(NASDC). Under the design, the teacher works as i ninager-facilitator
—working with groups of students engaged in projects. [Conlact: Dr.
John Richards, Bolt Beranek and Newman, Inc., 10 Moulton Street.
Cambridge, MA 02138]

Kansas Elementary School Crade with Progress Renorts

September 29: New Stanley Elementary School, Kansas City, Kun.

The school uses progress reports instead of traditional grades. tewn
teaching and an extended school year. The extended year allows [y st
development and training. The success al
New Stanley has led to a district-wide

effort which wail help students make the Lansition from school ta the job
nirket. [Contact: Carol Tice, Teaching-Leaming Conununities, Ann
Arbor Public Schools, P.O. Box 1188, Aun Arbor, Ml 48106]

Linking Schools Through Techrology

October 5: Carroliton City Schools, Catrollton, Ga, forits
feadership m bringing mnovative edinology to the classtoom. All
schiools, with the help of Geoesa Tech, are electronically linked, giving
students tiore opportunity for individulized learung trough classroom
computer technology. School officials say 1t is ihore cos effective 10
iidnlain computer learnng systems than to constantdy update and
purclise new textbooks. [Contact: Tom Upchurcly, superintendent,
Carrollton City Sdhiools, 123 Brown Street, Cautolton, GA 30117]

"_cening Scicnce in o Nen - Traditional Marner
October 6: The Scope, Sequence and Coordination project,
Houston, Texas, for its innovative niddle

sharing of these ideas and stralegies.
[Contact: Dr. David Lusk, superinten-
dent, Kansas City, Kansas, Public
Schools, 625 Minnesola Avenue, Kansas
City, KS 66101}

Using ort Cards to Measure
School Success

recognizing

=T

AR N ond

“A+ for Dreaking the Mold”

Award

and high school science program. The
pregect combines the four main science
disciplines — biology, chenustry, physics.
and earth-space science — and explares
theni logether. Students do a vanety of
hauls-on experiments with tenchers
recelving ongomng training to keep up with

September 30: Cave Creck, Ariz.,
for its method of measu ag school
success. Cave Creek established the
Management Accountability and h

“or Efforts To ReachThe Nalonal Education Goals

the program. In addition, teachers have
developed a network where they are in
constant contact with each other, [Contact:
Lindua Crow, project director, Scope.
Sequence and Coordimation project, Baylor

Lutine Alexander

58 Depawinent of Edusaton M

Progress project, which examined such
things as test scores, parental involve-
ment and teacher morale. Asaresult of
the findings, a new dialogue bet+2en the
community and the schools has devel-
oped, and improvements have begun. [Contact: Dr. David Alexander,
superintendent, Cave Creek Unified School District, P.O). Box 426, Cave
Creek, AZ 85331]

New York College Helps At - Risk Students

October 1: LaGuardia Middle Coliege High School, Queens, N.Y,,
for a collaborati ve effort with LaGuardia Commuuty College thatis
helping at-risk students stay in school. Students with a history of long-
term absences and other problems attend the school and have full aceess
to the college’s facilities. They can also start college classes as early as
the 11th grade. The success of the program is evident in the dropout rate,
which is below the average for all of New York City's schools. Students
also take internships to determine interest m such tields as healt care and
law enforcement. [Contact: Janet Liebermun, The Center for Al-Risk
Students, LaGuardia Communuty College, Long Istand City, NY 11101]

Poairing Senior Citizens with Students

October 2: Teaching-Learming Communitics, Ann Arbor, Mich,
for its program that pairs adult volunteers with at-risk students. Schiool
officials in Ann Arbor said the mentors nof ondy send a pasthive tiessage
to these students, they also stay with students throughout therr acidenue
careers. The program is also expanding into an “Operation Grixduagon™

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Each recipient of the “A+ for Breakuig the Mold™ Award
recenes a centificate and hookmarks for the students.

College of Medicine, One Baylor Place,
Houston, TX 77030}

Magnet School Specidlizes in
Scierce

. October 7: Kiser Middle School,
Dayton, Ohio, tof its curriculum, whidh speciilizes in e study of
environtiental science and space studies. Housed within the school 18 Uie
Clllenger Space Center, where wl Daylon sixth and eighth grade
students leiwn space science. All subjects, including reading and sociul
studies, wre presented in refation to science and scientific activites.
[Contact: Bud Murtn, principal, Kiscr Middle Schooi, 1401 Leo Street.
Dayton, O1145401]

Nor+h Carolina Students Excel in Math and Science

October 8: North Carolina School of Science mid Mathematics,
Durhum, N.C,, for its work in helping students achieve high marks in
atath and science. The sdiool has an enrollment of 550 high schiool
Jutuecs and seniors. selected from wll pats of the stae. Students take a
challenging sdiedule of courses, ranging from pre-caleutus to biology to
foreign language. [Contact: Dr. Steve Warshiw, NCSSM, Box 2418,
Durttiun, NC 27715]

Preparing Students for College or High - Tech Jobs
October 9: Cass Technical High School, Detroit, Mich, The school

ol cliaee. first estabhshied in 1906, is actually 20 different schools us one

butkling. watlt students locusing herr studies tn a varety of fields —
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Mold’ Awards Announced

engineering, science, and fine arts — to nane a few. Cuss Tech students
consistently score at or above the 95th percentile on standurdized tesis.
partly due to the 52 Advanced Placemient courses offered at the school.
[Contact: Dr. David Snead, principal, Cass Technical High School, 2421
Second Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201]

Expeditionary Learning Design Team Cited

October 13: Expeditionary Learming Design Team, Boston, Mass.,
for taking hands-on leaming an extra step, offering challenges and
problems for students to solve in real life. The progriun, selected for
funding by NASDC, is similar to an “Quiward Bound” program. When
the program begins#Students will attend schiool in tultd-yewr cycles., and
will present a variety of research reporis on problem solving. Students,
for example, will visit niuseums, businesses and conunumty-hased
agencies as part of the subject students will be siudying. [Contact: Meg
Campell, Expeditionary Learning Design Tean. 122 Mount Auburn
Street, Cambridge, MA 02138]

Indiana School District Sets Up Compurer Networs

October 14: Westfield-Washington School Corporation,
Westfidd, Ind., for its innovative metliod of bringing lugh technology o
the classroom.  Each school in the district 1s linked through a fiber-opuc
network. In addition, the school has set up a voice niul system. where
parents can check on homework assigninents and school acuviues. | The
school’s goal is 1o address higher level thinking skills instead of just rote.|
{Contact: Dr. Jeffrey Heicr, superintendent. Westfield-Washmgton
School Corporation, 322 W. Main Street, Westileld. IN 40074

Providing Training for At - Risk Students

October 15: Partuership Academies, Redwoad City, Calill, for
providing both academic and vocational trinmng for students af nsk of
dropping out of school. Teains of teachiers covering tiese courses sy
with students through the three-year progriun. Cotununity busiesses
provide mentors to students, and sununer work is available for juniors
and seniors. Partnership Academies’ success in the “Silicon Valley™ of
California has led to an expansion of the program troughout the stite.
{Contact: Marilyn Raby, Partnership Acadernies. Sequaia Union High
School District, Redwood City, CA 94062]

Astronomy Theme in Alabarna School

October 16: West Forest Intermediate School, Opeliku, Ala., foris
“Project Space.” Student progress is tracked wath personad portfolios
containing their best stories, poems and projects. The school wso
encourages peer group study and parental involvement. providing
continuous parental workshiops, including a Saturday parent coliege.
Accarding to the school principal, 80 purents volunteered to assist the
school last year, cotpared to five the previous yeuwr. [Contadt. Cheryl
Deaton, Opelika City Schools, P.O. Box 2469, Opehkin AL 36303-2409]

Hefping Students in Inmer - Cify Cleveland

October 19: Project SMART, Cleveland, Ohio, Tor its work i
lelping to give disadvantaged students a stooth transiuon {roin high
school to employment oc college. Unlike similar programs, Project
SMART begins in the 9th grade, and allows students to partake 1
apprenticeships with area high-tech employers. SMART stands for
School of Manufacturing and Automotve-Related Technology. [Contact:
Carol Gibson, Cleveland Initiative for Educauon. Suite 825, Transoluo
Tower, 2000 East 9th Street, Cleveland, OH 441 15]

Core Know-ledge Curriculum Recognized
October 20: Mohegan Elementary, Bronx, N.Y.. and Three Quks
Elementary, Fort Myers, Fla, for adopting the Core Knowledge

curticulunn created by University of Virginia professor E.D. Hirsch. The
prograun ainis to impan busic knowledge that all Amenican school
childsen should share to help hem succeed academically and socially. Al
bxotls sciools, student test scores have risen and discipline problenis are
down dramatically since the curriculum was established. [Contact: Core
Knowledge Foundation, 2012-B Morton Drive, Charlottesville, VA
22901}

Educating Non - English Speaking Students

Octobxrr 21: Hollibrook Elementary School, Houston, Texas, a
Hank Levin Accelerated School.  The schiool has two teachers in every
classroon, presenting material in both English and Spanish. The school’s
gt s 1o have ) students bilingual by the fifth grade. Teachers and
students reniun together for several grades. [Contact: Roy Ford,
prindpal. Hollibrook Elementary, 3602 Hollister, Houston, TX 77080]

lowa Organization Works for Education Reform

Qctober 22: New lowa Schools Development Corporation
(NISDQ), Des Moines, Towa, for its efforts in helping educalars in the
state reach the Natona Education Goals. The private, nonprofit
corporation will provide finandal and technical support to schools that
have submitted proposals for school reform. Members of the lowa
Business and Educauon Roundtable are working with NISDC to develop
stundiuds Listing the skills entry-level workers need. [Contact: Gerry Ou.
executve director, NISDC, 4025 Tonawanda Drive, Des Moines, [A
50312)

Extended School Program Helps Parents and Students
October 23: Extended School Progrant, Murfireesbovo, Tenn,, for
s ungue before-and-after school prograum. The program starts af 6 an.
unti) school begins. sud resumes wlter schiool until about 6 p.an. when
students leurn foreign Lnguages or music, and can play sports. No
i payer money 15 used to foot the bill for the new program — which has
operated for six years without federal or state financial support. [Contact:
Becer Bookner, ESP. 400 North Maple Street, Murfreesboro, TN 37133]

Helping Students Excel in the Arts and Humanities

October 26: PROPEL program, Pittsburgh, Pa., for helping
students master the aits and humanities. The project uses a
“process folio” containing notes, draft work and peer feedback to
determine student progress. Students look at their own process
{rom stait to finish. with the curticulum centering around artistic
production. perception and reflection. The form of learning is also
being introduced in other subjects, including math and science.
[Contact: Joanne Eresh, Piusburgh Public Schools, 314 South
Bellield Ave., Pittsburgh, PA [5213]

South Carolina’s 12 Schools Project Horored

On October 27: 12 Schwols Project, South Carolina. The
project chose 12 schools in the state to develop their own assess-
nent systent. The object was to improve student performance by
developing new ways 1o measure students’ knowledge and skills.
Teachers in the 12 schools are using more group projects and
couperative learning in their classrooms. In addition, outside
funding has provided for high tech methods of learning. [Contact:
Joe Bedenbaugh, principal, Lexington High School. 4263 Augusta
Highway, Lexington. SC 29072]
New York School Promotes Cooperative Learning

On October 28: West Ridge Elementary School, Greece,

N.Y.. for its innovative method of grouping students into “fami-
See Break-the Mold, page 4
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Break-the Mold continued ™ .

lies” of 75 children. These familics stay with the same teachers through three grades.
School officials say this offers students more cooperative leaming opportunities and gives
teachers a better understanding of their students” strengths and weuaknesses. The school has
also established a partnership with IBM. allowing for more technology in the classroom,
[Contact: Debbie Johnson, West Ridgu Elementary Schools. 200 Alcott Road, Rochester.
NY 14626]

Trenton's Project Safe Haven Recognized

On October 29: Project Safe Haven, Trenton, N.J., forits work in providing inner-city
residents with safe educational and recreational activities on evenings and weekends.
Project Safe Haven is part of Trenton's Weed and Seed program, designed to combat drug
abuse and gang activity. The Safe Havens are based in public school buildings, and offer a
variety of after-hours programs. The program is looking to add health and counseling
services to the centers. [Contact: John Bailey. Project Sute Haven, 319 East State Street.
Trenton, NJ 08609}
Lifelong Learning Program Targets Workers

Omn October 30: Motorola University, Schaumbuig, L1, for its effots in helping employees
develop the skills they need fo be competitive in the world imirket. Emplayees al Molorola are
required to attend classes for at least 40 hours per year. Productivity has increased drannaucadly at

Motorola since the program began in 1980. [Contact: Ed Bules. Motorola University, Gulvin Center
for Continuing Education, Schaumtbwrg, IL 60196]

Historic, continued’

Barbara Bush has given enormous visibility to improving literacy. A new National Institute
for Literacy has been established.

Federal spending for education during the Bush years increased maore vapidly than siate
spending. Head Stant funding doubled. making the program available to all eligible four-year-
olds. A new 3100 billion five-vear Higher Educanon Act mcreased the numiber of grants and
loans for college students and the funding for thens. Teo billion dollars of federal finds have
been refocused on teacher traming for matly and scrence. and new nanonal teacher trainmng
academies have been approved. In 1992 more new federal dollars swent it the Education
Department (aside from entitlements) than ito any other depariment.

My only regret is that we ran out of tune. There are no soundbites. quick fives or siver
bullets that change schools. It takes time 1o persuade people that creating the best schools
the world is not a spectator sport — entire communiies must get uvolved. Qur goals are for
the year 2000. With more time and the hely of thousands of AMERICA 2000 connnnities. |
believe we could even have persuaded Congress to join i our coalition for change!

Still, 1 am optimistic. The goals are set. AMERICA 2000 commuunties are taking root.
break-the-mold schaools are popping up everywhere, national standeards and testing will
happen, the ideas of autonony for schaols, less red tape for teachers and more chaoices for
parents have been greatly advanced. The President’s partnership with the Governwors is
secure, and one of the Governors is the President-clect. President Kennedy said, "Let's go 1o
the Moon.” But Richard Nixon was President by the tune we got there. In the same way. while
they both helped get things started. neither Gearge Bush nor Bill Clinton s likely 1o be
President when America reachies its National Edvcation Goals,
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued

worthwhile endeavor” for thelr
company and the communily to
support, according to an internal
survey taken of 1656 stores after
the October 13 Sstellite Town
Meeting. More than 1130 Wal-Mart
stores acrass the country
downlinked the broadcast and
invited local cammunity leaders
and educators to participate, as
well. R

Amang other findings: 80
percent of the stores indicafed that
the broadcast provided useful
information; 77 percent said they
understand how to accamplish the
goals; and 79 percent cansidered
Wal-Mart an effective communica-
tions vehicle for AMERICA.2000: ... ..

‘The National Educa-

tion Goals in Brief...

1. All Children Ready for
Schual

2. Y0% Graduation Rate

3. All Children Proficient
in at Least Math,
Science, English,
History, and Geogra-
phy
First in the World in
Math and Science

. Every Adult Literate
and Able to Compete in
the Work lorce

. Drugs and Violenee Out
of Schools




Y January Town
Meeting to Focus
on Miami’s Project
Phoenix

R Miami 2000 and Project

Phoenix will be the feature of
the next AMERICA 2000
8 Satallite Town Meeting,
Tuesday, January 12, 1993, at
8:30-9:30 p.m., EST. Project
Phoenix will create more than
60 new break-the-mold
| schools as part of rebuilding
| offorts following the devasta-
tion caused by Hurricane
Andrew last August.

Secretary Lamar Alexander
will discuss Project Phoenix
with three Dade County
education leaders: Octavio J.

} Visiedo, superintendent of the
Dade County (FL) Public

| Schools; Pat L. Tornillo, Jr.,

| executive vice president of the
¥ United Teachers of Dade and
presiderit of the Florida Edu-
cation Association/United; and
Janet McAliley, chairperson of
| the School Board of Dade

§ County.

l The January Satellite Town
Meeting is the firstin a series

| of meetings which will focus
on case studies and outstand-
d ing examples of how
AMERICA 2000 communities

| are working to reach the
goals. Fsbruary's meeting will
) highlight OMAHA 2000.

Use the following coordi-
nates to join the next Satellite
| Town Meeting on January 12.

Note: KU-Band will not be
used this meeting.

C-Band: Galaxy 6, Tran- .
sponder 7, Horizontal polariza- |
tion, Downlink frequency 3840
Mhz, Audio subcarrier: 6.2
§ and 6.8.

For more information,
contact 1-800-USA-LEARN.
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National Education Goal 5

Lifelong Learning and Literacy
Focus of Satellite Town Meeting

America’s main adult education problem is low literacy, not illiteracy, observed literacy
expert Benita Somerfield during the November 17 Satellite Town Meeting. Somerfield
joined Education Secretary Lamar Alexander, Oregon community college official Donna
Lane and Motorola training executive Edward W. Bales in discussing National Education
Goal 5: “By the year 2000, every adult American will be literate and will possess the
knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and exercisc the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship.”

“We're talking about the reading...writing...problem-solving skills that adults need
to...be productive citizens...good parents,” said Somexfield, president, Simon and Schuster
Workplace Resources and executive director of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family
Literacy. “Those are getting to be some pretty complicated skills.”

Somerfield estimated that some 30 million adult Americans have low literacy problems,
noting that hard numbers do not currently exist. “One of the wonderful things that’s
happened...1s that we are going to finally have a National Adult Literacy Survey. Weare
going to look at how literate this nation is...look at it at regular intervals...so we'll be able
to see what kind of progress we are making toward Goal Five.” [Contact: Benita
Somerfield, Simon & Schuster, 15 Columbus Circle, New York, NY 10023]

Donna Lane, assistant commissioner, Office of Community College Services, observed
that community colleges across the country are becoming important resources for commu-
nities in reaching Goal 5. “Community colleges are probably the most diverse education
literacy system there is,” said Lane. “In some communities, we have as much as 40
perceut of our population in developmental studies and basic skills....” Lane said that the
average age of Oregon community college students is 30 years old. [Contact: Dr. Donna
Lane, Oregon Office of Community College Sexvices, 700 Pringle Parkway SE, Salem,
OR 97310]

Ed Bales, director of education for Motorola University, said that changes are happening
5o quickly in the workplace, the current educational system can't keep up. Bales directs
one of the nation's most advanced workplace programs, which helps train all 105,000
Motorola employees in classes ranging from remedial to post college-graduate level. He
used cellular telephones as an example of the quickly changing technology. “The model
that we introduced three years ago on a robotics line was touched 15 times by human
beings...the newest model we have is touched four times,” said Bales. “[Humans] are
really there to problem solve...[with] a whole new level of skills and expectations....”
[Contact: Ed Bales, Motorola University, 1303 East Algonquin .oad, Schaumburg, IL




More than 2,700 communities participated in the sixth AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting on November 17, which focused on National Education
Goal 5, literacy and lifelong leaming. Following are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting:

Columbia Asks About Adults and Literacy Reform

Elaine Wood, Columbia, South Caroling, asked about steps states
have taken to bring parents and other adults into literacy reform efforts.

Benita Somerfield, president, Simon and Schuster Workplace Re-
sources and executive director of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family
Literacy, responded: “...One of the things we do [with the Barbara Bush
Foundation] is build programs that work with both the parent and the
child, developing the literacy skills of the parent, the
pre-reading skills of the child....Over the past three
or four years, we have seen tremendous growth in
the number of programs that are inter-generational
in this way...the pew [federal] Even Start Act that
has been funded, I believe, at about $70 million
now, and those programs are springing up all
around the country.”

Secretary Alexander asked the panelists about
their experience with communities applying for an
Even Start grant. “T happen to be the state contact
for our state, ” said Donna Lane, assistant commis-
sioner, Oregon Office of Community College
Services. “We have a limited amount of money in
each state...a state contact person.... We really truly
believe we are not going to change the family and
the literacy of that child unless you alsc work with
the chief caregiver. In Oregon, the mother, or the
caretaker, or whoever, coimes to school with the pre-
schoolers, the Head Start child, and they both
leam..." Secretary Alexander added that 2
community can call the governor’s office for the
name of the state Even Start coardinator. [Contact: Everybody is busy today, so a
Pa McKee, Office of Compensatory Education program needs be flexible time-

Miami Asks About Computers and Software
Marjorie Acker, Miami, Florida, noied that, while her school has
been very generwswimbooksandomernmmials,nmsdtwareand
are needed for literacy education.

Donna Lane responded: “There is more and better sofcwace all the time
for adults and children, and a lot of times we have groups in the state that
screen it to make sure it's appropriate at the adult Jevel.” She noted that
cach state’s director of adult education can help
commumnities find good software. “{In Oregon],
we do have a catalog of what’s been screened
and what the teachers and adults would
recommend.... We are also finding that busi-
nesses often will contribute software and
| equipment. Sometimes there will be an Apple
someone isn’t using somewhere becatise
they’ ve changed their technalogy, but it's very
good for educational software.” Secretary
Alexander added: “You mentioned Apple and i
know in Miami, I saw some of the IBM Writing
to Read Programs in place there, so many of the
compute: companies are very anxious to help.”
Houston Asks About Federal
Programs

Gary Fuller, Houston, Texas, asked if there
is a national group that ties in technical
education and workplace literacy.

Benita Somerfield responded: “I know at the
Department of Labor, there is an office that
looks specifically at different technology
systems that are available in the area of
workplace literacy. Ed Bales added: “The

Goal 5 Checklist
for Communities

Survey the community. Who
needs what kinds of training?

Take an inventory. What is
already being done by govem-
ment, businesses, civic groups?

Create skill clinics. Match
people with programs to
determine what skills they need
and where they need to leamn
them.

Get the message out. Many
people don't know about these
training opportunities.

Make the programs flexible.

Programs, U.S. Department of Education, 202-401- wise.
1692

Ed Bales, director of education for Motorola
Inc.’s workplace university for employees, addd:
“One of the partnership programs that Motorola is
involved with is providing parenting training on company time to help our
employees...."

Cobb County Asks About Literacy and the GED

Pam Lord, Cobb County, Georgia, asked about whether a system
exists to help learning disabled aduits who need special testing to pass the
GED.

Benita Somerfield responded: “If you are talking about GED training
and the best programs, the best source is to call the GED Testing Service
in Washington, D.C...part of the American Council on Education {ACE).
[Contact: ACE, 1 DuPont Cirde, Washington, D.C. 20036 ].” Somerfield
also recommended contacting the state directors of adult education to see
what kind of programs are available in each state.

Cochilla Valley Praises Dyslexia Foundation

Janiel Esmeralda, Cochilla Valley, California, drew attention to the
fact that the Cochilla Valley 2000 Committee has the resources of Stoney
or Gloria DeMent, program directars for the National Dyslexia Research
Foundation. “We feel it is an excellent national literary resousce.”
[Contact: National Dyslexia Research Foundation, 129 Cabrillo, Suite
100, Costa Mesa, California 92629; 1-800-824-READ or 714-642-7086]

Measure your results.

Tech-Prep Program or the 2+2 Program that the
Department of Education has been involved
with is really trying to link technical education
and the needs of the workplace...in high sctiool
all the way through the community college. We
have seen that process be very effective to develop curriculum around
many, many technical areas.”

Doana Lane noted that Oregon uses Carl Perkins federal money to
develop the 2+2 Program and the Tech-Prep Program. “The Tech-Prep
Program is probably the most rapidly increasing federal program in that
area,” said Secretary Alexander. [For more information on federal
programs, contact: Betsy Brand, Assistant Secretary for Vocational and
Aduit Education, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C.
20202, 1-800-USA-LEARN]

Hattiesburg Asks About Allocating Resources

Dwight Dyess, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, asked about resources for
tech-prep and vocational education.

“That is pretty much a state’s right, and every state tackles it differ-
ently,” said Donna Lane. “...[It's] important that your state is organized...
and that you work together in a partnership....We have a Workforce
Quality Council [which is ] the over-arching committee that is responsible
for making sure we have the professional technical education and training.
They set specific goals....”
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San Antonio Asks About Coordination

Joe Rust, San Antonio, Texas, asked for a recommendation for one
program or a set of programs which, through lifelong learning, can help
San Antonio acoomplish Goal 5.

Benita Somerfield responded: “There’s a tremendous amount gaing on
already in San Antonio. The first thing I would do is check and see
what's already in place. One of the major problems we have in this whole
adult literacy area is that we are very fragmented.... The best place to find
out would either be through the mayor's office or through your state
department of education.” [For a copy of “What Other Communities Are
Doing,..Goal 5," contact 1-800-USA-LEARN.]

Hattiesburg Asks About Incentives

Skip Grubb, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, asked about private industry
helping fund programs to ensixe the literacy skill of perspective employ-
ees.

We [Matorola) have taken oa the responsibility of providing our
employees the basic skills,” said Ed Bales. “We have spent an enormous
amount of time and effort during the working hours of providing English
as a Second Language classes, basic math and reading skills, and we are
daing it through a lot of innovative techniques. But that’s from our
existing workplace. We do assessment and testing of all of our potential
candidates for employment now so that the new employees coming in
have the level of necessary skills that we know we need to build off of.”
Denver Asks About Teaching Priorities

Pat Thomas, Denver, Colorado, asked what each panelist sees as the
number one pricrity for educators in literacy areas.

Benita Somexfield said: “In rmy experience, in the adult literacy field,
the priocity has to be based on the goals of the students.... When the
teachers set the pricrity...very often you will lose the student. For
example, if somebody returns to schoal to learn English ... [or] get a high
school equivalency dipioma...then that's what needs to be taught. It's a
partnership between the educator and the learner....”

Donna Lane added: “The one thing we are finding more and mcre,
especially in adult education, is that you don't have to make the
choice....We have to learn more and more how to integrate all of this for
teaching basic skills and teaching the others.”

El Paso Asks About Private Sector Literacy Projects

Kent Byus, El Paso, Texas, asked if there is an association or group
that acts as a clearinghouse for private sector projects.

Ed Bales responded: “....There really is no national clearinghouse. The
National Alliance of Business, the Chamber of Commerce and the
Business Roundtable are the three major private sector organizations that
have an enornous amount of focus on education, and each of them have a
litile different segment of it. Any one of those three arganizations can
provide you a lot of informnation, a lot of expertise about what is going on

Literacy and Lifelon g Learning

in the rest of the country.” {Contact: National Alliance of Business, 202-
289-2888 ; U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Office of Wodkforce Preparation
and Quality Fducation, 202-463-5525; Business Roundtable, 202-872-
1260}

“I would just add one other group,” said Begnita Soinerfield. “That’s the
Business Council on Effective Literacy in New Yark, which has an
enormous data base of successful workplace literacy programs....”
[Contact: Business Council for Effective Literacy, 1221 Avenue of the
Americas, 35th Floor, New York, NY 10020]

Secretary Alexander added: “One more group, the America 2000
Coalition, a coalition now of 70 non-profit organizations who have
brought themsel ves together to be helpful to communities just like yours.”
[Contact: AMERICA 2000 Coalition, 1825 K Street N.W., Suite 1010;
Washington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000]

Spearfish Asks About Graduating With Skills

Sherry Ewing, Spearfish, South Dakota, asked about establishing
checks in schools to ensure that students graduate with adequate skills.

Secretary Alexander responded: “It just so happens [ was with your
govemar, George Mickelson frecently}, and one of the efforts that he and
the State Board of Education have made [there] is to create a set of report
cards and to focus on accountability so that communities will know what
the results are. In fact, that's the focus of the President and almost all of
the governaes. Goal Number 3 of the National Education Goals talks
about national standards in math, science, English, history and geography
that could be adopted in Spearfish, South Dakota, and then a national
examination system, which you also could use....”

Broward County Asks About Small Businesses and
Training

Judy Zinn, Broward County, Florida, asked how — with 60 percent
of the workforce in the United States employed in small businesses —
employees of these small businesses can experience the same achieve-
ment that Motorala is able to offer its employees ar IBM can offer its
employees.

Secretary Alexander noted that one answer might be the local
community college, and several of the panelists stated that the course fees
are usually very reasonable. “ * _out one-half of our students in Ametica
right now have a federal grant or a loan to help pay for college,” said
Secretary Alexander. Donna Lane added that Oregon has a strong
community college netwark, noting that it's fairty common in the states
for a small business development group to work with small businesses
and community colleges. “Often we'll form consoctiumns of small
businesses in a particular field,” said Lane. Ed Bales responded: “The
partnership between Motorola and community colleges says, ‘here are
what the needs are from our place.” We have found them very flexible
and willing to adapt....We [also] are in consortivuns with other large

See Goal 5, page 4

Democratic Governor Ben Nelson: AMERICA 2000 Not a Partisan Issue

One of the callers during the November Satellite Town Meeting was Nebraska Govemor Bz2n Nelson (D), chairman ofthe National
Education Goals Panel and one of the first governors to move forward with AMERICA 2000 in his state. During the phone
conversation, Secretary Alexander asked the Govemnor about the future of NEBRASKA 2000 under the Clinton Administration.

Govemor Nelson replied:

“It’s going to continue on, because it's been a bipartisan effort on behalf of all people. Ithink President Bush is to be
complimented, as well as Governor Clinton, for not making this a partisan issue in this very hotly contested Presidential
campaign. Icertainly have the greatest respect for President Bush continuing this program, and I know that Governor
Clinton — as President Clinton — is interested in continuing it. Education is too important to pdliticize and make a
partisan issue, and they're both to be complimented for that.”
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‘Goal 3, comtinued

carporations. ”

Secretary Alexander added: “T think a short answer, taking all of that together for a small business,
is that...a great opportunity in America is the community college and the state technical institute
[with] a relatively low tuition and with federal help to pay far scholarships for low income families.
That, plus a very small supplement from the small business, might make that sort of training more
available than most people think.”

Wausaukee Asks How Communities Can Identify Illiterate Aduits

Jack Zore, Wansaukee, Wisconsin, asked how communities can identify people who cannot
read of wite so that they can be helped — especially because many are good at concealing the fact
that they are illiterate.

Donna Lane responded: “There are several answers to that because we have done astate-wide
survey. A lot of it is training your community — your personnel directors are a good group to start
with....The libraries have been very helpful in helping us identify people who may not be able to read
and write...,” Benita Somerfield added: “We have found when good programs exist and they're in
the community, where people need help, very often those people will come forward.... Publicity
campaigns have been wonderful, getting things like Project Literacy U.S. moved us miles ahead.”

Ed Bales said; “[At Motorola] we have what we call the basic ability to test them, and we now
assess all of our existing employees before they can move into the next level jobs....[at our headquar-
ters, outside Chicago] we will have 15 classes a week during working hours...whatever their needs
are, and we do set up an individualized development plan. In fact, everybody in Motorola has an
individualized development plan to look at their annual training that's required.”

Laredo Asks About Fine-Tuning JTPA

Blas Castaneda, Laredo, Texas, noted that the federal Job Training Partnership Act [TTPA] has
been a very critical factor in providing essential services, Castaneda asked whether there will be a
fine-tuning of JTPA to help provide mare pre-training in the wortkplace.

Donna Lane respouded: “We work very closely in partnership with JTPA...to prepare people for
the workforce. It is limited to people who qualify in certain ways. Usually there is another program
that they will qualify for if they don’t qualify for that. Many of those, of course, are at the state
level.” Secretary Alexander added: “Because of that, one of the things that AMERICA 2000 has
recommended is a Skill Clinic, which is a place at a business where a person could go and say, ‘tell
me all of the options.’ This goes back to the inventory, the list of places in a community in Laredo
that a person might goto.”

Benita Somerfield said: “Just thinking at the federal level, in addition to JTPA, there are also
workplace literacy grants that come from the Department of Education from that same office.”
Secretary Alexander said that new grants are coniing now from the newly-established National
Institute for Literacy, part of the National Literacy Aat. “I think we are going to be seeing some new
legislation, from what | am hearing, to strongly encourage businesses to invest in the skill develop-
ment of the workforce...,” said Secretary Alexander. Donna Lane added: “The Welfare Reform Act
has made a tremendous impact on preparing people for work, a much more humane act than we've
ever had as far as transitioning people into work and actually giving them the training and
development....Each state is eligible for federal welfare money if they match it at the state level,
where the purpose is to provide training for people to get them back in to the workforce as quickly as
possible.” [Contact:Office of Job Training Programs, U.S. Department of Labor, 202-219-6236;
National Institute for Literacy, 202-632-1500] l .
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* OMAHA Will be

Featured During
Next Satellite

Town Meeting

February’s Sateliie Town Meeting
will highli it OMAHA 2000, launched
in Septe nber 1991 and one of the

».

Nelson (D), chairnan of the National
Education Goals Panel, will host the
meeting which will take place on
February 9, at 8:30 p.m. Eastem
Time. The meeting will include a
discussion by several Crnaha leaders
about their community-wide effort to
achieve the National Education Goals.
The Goals Panel’s national role also
will be faatured,

During the AMERICA 2000 Satefite
Town Meeting on January 12, Gov.
Nelson telephoned Secrstary Lamar
Alexander to discuss Omaha's plans
for the meeting. “Our hope is that
[AMERICA 2000 Communites]...will
gamer some practical insights from
the expenences of Nebraska's
teachers, our business and commu-
nity leaders,” said the Govermor. He
noted that OMAHA 2000 recently
issued a community-wide record to
measure progress toward the goals,
which will be discussed during the
meeting. “Organizers are preparnga
packet of information to send to
community leaders,” said the Gover-
nor.

Next month's satellite coordinates
- are:

+ C-Band: Satellite: Galaxy 6, Tran-

: sponder 7; Horizontal pofariza-
ton; Downlink frequency, 3840
Mhz; Audio subcamer: 6.2 and
6.8

# Ku-band: Sateliite: Spacenot 2;

i Transponder 22; Honizontal
polarization; Downlink frequency
11980 Mhz; Audio subcarier: 6.2
and6.8
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Coalition Tops the 80-Mark

AMERICA 2000 Communities to
Have New Resources

The AMERICA 2000 Coalition, in an effort to provide additional resources to
AMERICA 2000 Communities, has added AMERICA 2000 Community contacts to its
mailing list for “Going for the Goals,” the Coalition’s newsletter. The Coaiition, estab-
lished Iast September, is a non-profit, private sector alliance of national organizations
which is promoting the achievement of the six National Education Goais, community by

community.

The next issue of “Going for the Goals” will include a sampling of Coalition members
organized by National Education Goal, with a brief description about how the individual
organization can help communities achieve that particular go.:. Each Coalition member
provides a name and telephone number. The next newsletter will be mailed in mid-

January.

As part of its initiative to become a resource to communities, the Coalition also will
include AMERICA 2000 Communities in a new “user-friendly” electronic network. Still
in the planning stages, the network will specialize in education reform initiatives to assist
communities and Coalition members in exchanging information via computer about

achieving the six National Education Goals.

Leslye Arsht, president of the Coalition, said that the network will contain ‘how to’ help
for communities starting reform efforts tied to the Goals, as well as provide a means for
Coalition members and communities to share various approaches to meeting each goal.
“We think AMERICA 2000 Community organizers zre a uniquely diverse audience,” said
Arsht. “We hope to make the ‘network’ accessible to other computer network users as

well.”

Funding for the coalition is provided by the Richard King Mellon Foundation, Merrill
Lynch and Company, Inc., and Siemens Corporation. Ed Donley, former chairman of Air
Products and Chemicals, Inc., and a former chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
is chairman of the Coalition’s Board of Directors.

To date, 84 organizations are members of the Coalition. They are:

Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.

Allstate Insurance Company

American Association for Adult and
Continuing Education

American Foundation for the Blind

American Standard Inc.

Association for Women's Health, Obstetrical,
and Neonatal Nurses

Automation Forum

Binney & Smith, Inc.,
makers of Crayola-brand products

The Business Roundtable

Careers for Youth Foundation

Center for Civic Education

Chemical Heritage Foundation

Child Welfare League of America

Citizens' Scholarship Foundation of
America, Inc.

Council for Academic Excellence, Inc

Educational Development Corporation

Educational Systerns, University of Kansas

The Emeritus Foundation

Family Service America, Inc.

J.L. Hammett Co.
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Akron Oxygen & Supply Co., Inc.

The Aluminum Association, Inc.

American College Testing

American Gas Association

American Red Cross

American Trucking Associations

Association of School/Business
Partnership Directors

BLS, Inc.

Bravo Network

Business & Education Foundation

Can Manufacturers Institute

Carnegic Mellon University

Challenger Center for Space Science
Education

Cities In Schools, Inc.

Close Up Foundation

The College Board

Edison Electric Institute

The Educational Publishing Group, Inc.

Electronic Industries Association

Entergy Corporation

Girl Scouts of the US.A

Hewlett-Packard Company

~ e 80-Mark, page4d




84 Schools Honored With

Eighty-four schools across the coursiry received the Department's “A+ for Breaking the Mold” award during 1992. The award — announced by Secretary
Lamar Alexander on September | — has been awarded daily to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six
National Education Goals. Following are descriptions of the most recent “A+" award winners announced during November and December.

Grouping Students of Different Ages

On Nov. 2, the “A+" award went to Beacon Day School, Oakland, Calif.,
for its non-traditional method of grouping students and for offering year-round
classes. Beacon Day Schodl is open every day of the year — except holidays
— and students take time off when it fits the parents’ schedules. Nearly all of
the students’ parents volunteer at the school, and the school also offers parent
education and child development courses. [Contac: Leslie Medine, Beacon
Dy School, 2101 Livingston Street, Gakland, CA 94605)
Helping School Children Learn About Dermocracy

Before every election, students in Arizona leam about the American
electoral process through Kids Voting Arizona, the “A+" winner on Nov. 3,
Students ‘voted” at a kids voting poll on election day. after leaming about the
voting process during the school year. The inspiration for Kids Voting came
during a trip to Costa Rica by theee Arizona business people. [Contact:
(hloe Kavanaugh, Executive Director, Kids Voting- Arizona, ¢/o Arizona
Public Service Company, P.O. Box 53999, Phoenix, AZ 85072-3999]

Mirnesota Charter School Programs Receive Award

Two Mimnesota charter school programs received the “A+” award on Nov.
10. The Community Learning Centers Design Teamn and the City
Academy Charter School, St. Paul, Minn,, weze cited for giving moce
choices to families and more leaming opportunities for students. The
Comimunity Leaming Center will announce the sites of ten Minneeota charics
schools m eardy April, 1993. The City Academy Charter School is already
operational, serving students ages 16-21 who have not succeeded elsewhere.
[Contact: David Alley, Designs for Leaming, 449 Desnoyer, St. Paul, MN
55144; and Milo Cuiter, City Academy Charter School,. St. Paul, MN]
Insurence Company Provides Scholarships for Disadvartaged
Children

The “A+'"* award winner for Nov. 12 went to The Golden Rule Insurance
Company, Indianapalis, Ind., which, for the past two years, has helped low-
and middle-income families with scholasships to fund up to half of the cost of
private school tuition. This year, more than 900 students are funded, with 325

Teaching Students How to Read gxolﬂdtnw;ulttlglrlsa [c;m C 'I"ungégd;ﬁ,
through Law and Goverriment 1'd - N Rule Building, 7440 Woodland dﬁve,
On Nov. 4, Miche Middle School, = Indianapolis, IN 46278]
Biloxi, Miss., received the “A+' award. —
Eighth grade students at the school use . ' Training the Workforce for Today's
materials from the Mississippi Bar A¢ for Dreaking the Mold” Global Ecoromy
Associath  d other writings to increase Award On Nov. 13, Milliken & Co.,
their readi..s achievement. Asarssult, Spartanburg, 5.C., a textile company,

eighth grade students’ reading ~nd

recogniang

vocabulary scores increased substantially.
[Contact: Pam Manners, Michel Middle
School, 1400 Father Ryan Avenue, Biloxi,
MS 39530] a

For Efforts To Reach The National Education Goals

reccived the “A+" award for developing
education centers to train employees by
offering job-related courses, adult basic
education courses and foreign languages.
[Contact: Patsy Harnmett, Milliken & Co,,

Lamar Alexander
U.L Deparomt of Bl

Students Learn how to ‘Map the
World'

Any student’s fears about Jeaming
geographty are laid to rest with Mapping
the World by Heart, the “A+" winner foc
Nov. 5. The hands-on program relates geograptty to other school subjects,
using a variety of methods to make studying geography fun and relevant.
[Contact: David Smith, Mapping the World by Heart, 4 Blanchard Road,
Cambridge, MA 02138]

Zuni Reservation Heightens Cultural Awareness

On Nov. 6, The Zuni Public Schools, Zuni, NM,, received the “A+”
award for building public support to create their own school system that
included bringing in many tribal custorns from the Zuni Indians. The school
system also introduces its students to other cultures through student ex-
changes. Since 1980, these improvements have increased attendance rates
from 76 to 92 percent. [Contact: Hayes Lewis, superintendent, Zuni Public
Schools, P.O. Drawer A, Zuni, NM 87327]

Philadelphia School Uses "Charter School Approach

On Nov. 9, the “A+" award went to Simon Gratz High School, Philadel-
phia, Pa. The school features ““charters,” or schools-within-the-school, where
nearly half of the school’s 2000 students are enrolled. Each charter focuses on
a different theme — one example is the Center for Creative Comimunication,
where students learn about the creative arts. The school also has a successful
dropout program that includes a “‘parent corps” to increase pagetyt involvement
in education. [Contact: Margaret Holloman, principal, Simon Gratz High
School, 18th and Hunting Park Averme, Philadelphia, PA 19140]

Each recipient of the “A+ for Breaking the Mold”
Award receives a certificate and bookmarks for the
students.

P.O. Box 1926, M28S, Spartanburg, SC
29304)

Helping People on Public Assistance
On Nov. 16, the “A+" award went to

Cleveland Works, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio, for
its program to help people on public assistance train for and keep full-time
jobs. The training program runs several weeks, and students can use other
services, such as legal and health clinics, until they are matched with a job.
Cleveland Works also has a ‘“Beat the Streets” program that focuses on inner-
city young fathers. [Contact: David Roth, Cleveland Works, Inc., Afrium
Office Plaza, 668 Euclid Avenue, Suite 800, Cleveland, OH 44114])

Cdlifornia Program Helps Dislocated Workers

On Nov. 17, the “A+"' award went to the NOVA-STAR Program,
Sunnyvale, Calif., for its efforts in helping retrain displaced employees of the
defense, high-tech and heavy manufacturing industries in California’s Silicon
Valley. The center helps about 2,500 people each year — from assembly line
workers to managers. Program officials say that 70 percent of participants find
new jobs within three months of completing training. [Contact: Michael
Curren, NOVA-STAR, 505 West Olive Street, Suite 550, Sunnyvale, CA
94086)

Bringing Science Education to Rural School Districts

Two mobile science projects received the “A+" award on Nov. 18. The
Chemistry Van Project, Huntingdon, Pa., works out of Juniata College
with a grant from the National Science Foundation. A certified teacher travels
with the mobile science education unit, to 25 high schools six times a year,
offering classes and scientific experiments to students. The Mobile Science
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Project, Evergreen, Colo., visits nearby school districts, showing middie and
high school teachers simple and inexpensive hands-on experiments. [Contact;
Don Mitchell, project directar, Chemistry Van Project, Juniata College, BSC
Building, 1700 Moore Street, Huntingdon, PA 16652; and Sue Anne Berger,
director, Mobile Science Project, 6372 South Annapuma Drive, Evergreen,
CO 80439]

"MegaSkills” Program Teaches Parents to Help Their Children
Learn

On Nov. 19, The MegaSkilis Program, Washington, .C., was given the
“A+" award for its program which teaches confidence, motivation, common
sense and problem solving. MegaSkills are taught through workshops for
pacests, teachers or Chambers of Cormimerce representatives. [Contact:
Dorothy Rich, The Home and School Institute, 1201 16th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036} s

Business and Education Partnerships form Their Own School

On Nov. 20, the “A+" award went to The Corporate/Community Schoal,
Chicago, Ill., funded by the local business comnnity, which feaires an 11
month school year, an extended day, and a non-graded leaming environment.
School officials say that the costs per pupil are lower than at the public
schools. [Contact: Elaine Mosley, Corporate/Community School, 751 South
Sacramento, Chicago, I 60612]

Teaching Reading to InmerCity Students

On Nov. 23, the “A+" award went to Wesley Elementary School,
Houston, Texas, for its reading skills program, which uses a combination of
one-an-ofie instruction and computer technology. Success is evident at the
school as well, with an attendance rate of 96 percent and test soores that are
consistertly higher than city averages. [Contact: Thadeus Lott, principal,
Wesley Elementacy, Houston, TX)
Attendance Rate Soars

Non-traditional methods of student grouping, anew process of evaluation
and a comprehensive graphic arts program are just a few of the reasons why
Pasadena High School, Pasadena, Calif., has seen attendance rates increase
from 68 to 92 percent in just a short period of time, At the “A+” award
winner for Nov. 24, classes are organized in *“houses,” with 400-450 students
per house. Student progress is evaluated through exhibitions that demonstrate
students’ mastery of school courses, which includes a three-year graphic arts
program, run in partnership with local associations and colleges, [Contact:
Judy Codding, principal, Pasadena High School, 2925 East Sierra Madce
Boulevard, Pasadena, CA 91107) :
Keeping Up with the Modern Marketplace

On Nov. 25, Greenvilie Technical College, Gree: ville, S.C., received the
“A+" awaxd for its programs that give students and workers the skiils needed
to compete in a global economyy. Students “‘own” their education process by
adapting the curriculum to best it their needs. The college also houses the
Michelin Training Center, used to help teach high-tech courses to both
Michelin employees and college students. [Comtact: ‘Thomas Barton,
president, Greenville Technical College, Greenville, S.C.]

Alternatives to HighrCost Private Schools

On Nov. 30, the “A+" award went to The Sussex School, Missouls,
Mont,, for offering parents an altemative to higher-priced private schools and
the public school system, based on a family’s ability to pay. The school,
established in 1971 by a group of parents and a teacher, has grown from six
students to 73, with 400 on the waiting list. [Contact: Bente Winston,
director, Sussex School, 1800 South 2nd Street, Missoula, MT]

Hudson Institute’s "Modern Red Schoolhouse”

State-of-the-art educational technology, combined with a classical core
curriculum, equals The Modern Red Schoolhouse, Indianapdiis, Ind., the
“A+" award winner for Dec. 1. The design is one of 11 designs selected for
funding by the New American Schools Development Corporation. Initial
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sites for the design include schools in Indiana, North Carolina, Arizona and
New York. The curriculum will include programe from the Departrrents of
Education and Labor, as well as professor E.D. Hirsch's “Culwral Literacy.”
[Contact: Sally Kilgore, The Hudson Institute, Herman Kahn Center, P.O. Box
26-919, Indianapolis, IN 46226]
Los Angeles Program Reaches InnerCity Students

On Dec. 2, the “A+" award went to The Humanitas Program, Los
Angeles, Calif., for its success in inkreasing reading, writing and verbal skills
and decreasing dropout rates of inner-city smdents. The creates
“‘comerunities of scholars” through special classes that combine traditional
humanities subjects such as history, literature and composition taught by
teacher teamns. (Contact: Karin Kunstmann, project coordinator, Humanitas,
315 West Ninth Street, Suite 1110, Los Angeles, CA $0015)
Assessment Program Uses Nontraditional Approach

At the Maryland Performance Assessnent Program, Baltimore, Md.,
the “A+" winner for Dec. 3, students are asked to do a series of tasks that ace
thematically integrated and that cross content lines. All students in the third,
fifth and eighth grades are tested and rated on a proficiency level scale.

[Contact: Robert Gabrys, Maryland State Department of Education, 200 West
Baltimore Street, Baltimore, MD 21201

Improving Teacher Skills and Knowledge

Schools in the lower Mississippi River Delta geta big boost every year from
the Delta Teachers Academy, Atlanta, Ga., the “A+" winner for Dec. 4.
The Academy sends college professors to work with elementary and secondary
school teachers in seven states, also offering a two-week sumimer institute at the
University of Mississippi. Seminars focus on content, rather than on how to
teach. [Contact: Andrea Fowler, The National Facuity, 1676 Clifton Road,
Atlanta, GA 30322)

Oregon Elementary School Overcores Unigue Challenges

On Dec. 7, the “A+" award went to Richmond Elementary School, Salem,
Ore,, for helping inner-city students succeed academically 1d socially. Many
of the school’s students come from low-income families with some having a
parent who is mcarcerated at a nearby prison facility. The school uses a
program called “Discipline with Love and Logic,” which helps teachers
discover ways to resolve conflicts and to teach students life-survival skills.
Students have responded favorably, scoring at or above average on state
reading, literature and math assessments. (Contact: Kathieen Bebe, principal,
Richmond Elementary School, 466 Richmond Avenue, SE, Salem, OR 97301-
6799]

Connecting Academic Instruction to Real-Life Experiences

The Alice Carlson Applied Learning Center, Fort Worth, Texas,
received the “A+"" award on Dec. 8 for helping kindergarten through fitth grade
students make the connection between skills learned in school and skills needed
in Life. The center uses school-wide themes, such as the relationship between
media and politics, to guide curriculum development and classroom instruction.
[Contact: Sally Hamgpton, Carlson Applied Leaming Center, 3320 W, Cantey,
Fort Worth, TX 76109]

“Semart+Classroorn, Smart-School” Concept Recognized

On Dec. 9, The Hueneme School District, Port Hueneme, Calif., was
cited as an “‘A+" wirmer for its *‘Smart-Classroom, Smart-School” program
which uses an interactive computer network to provide students with individu-
alized attention and easier access to information. The program also features
*“Lab 2000, where students apply skills learned in class to their daily lives
through computer simulations of real-life activities. [Contact: Ron Rescigno,
superintendent, Hueneme School District, 205 North Ventura Road, Port
Hueneme, CA 93041]

- Offering a Safe Alternative for Imer-City Students
On Dec. 10, the “A+" award went to Timilty Middle Schodl, Roxbury,
See 84 Schools, page 4
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Mass,, a city-wide magnet school located in inner-city Boston. Students aftend class seven and one half
hours a day, Monday through Thursday, and six hours on Friday. The school prides itself on its
*“violence-free”” zone, where students themselves have helped start programs in conflict mediation and
non-violence instruction. [Contact: Roger Harris, principal, Timilty Middie School, 205 Roxbury Street,
Roxbury, MA 02119]

Adapting Classics Models of Teaching

The Wilbelm Schole, Houston, Texas, which presents material froma historical perspective with
studies in early African, Asian, Greek, Arabic and Roman civilizations, received the **A+" award for
Dec. 11. The school uses these classic models of teaching in a cumriculum integrating the arts, sciences
and humanities. Five-year-old students are reciting and writing poetry i English, Spanish and French.
[Contact: Marilyn Wilhelm, The Withelm Schole, 4242 Richmond, Houston, TX 77027}
ProblentSolving Using Material Science

On Dex. 14, Richland High School, Richland, Wash., received the “A+" award for *‘Matesial
Science and Technology,” a vocational program combining the study of chemistry, physics, engineering,
mathematics and czafts. The school has developed a partnership with Battelle Pacific Northwest
laboratories that provides mentoring for students and practical, hands-on experience for teachers.
{Contact: Darrel Reisch, principal, Richland High School, 930 Long Avenue, Richland, WA 99352]
New Jersey District Recognized for High Graduation Rate

The Unjon Public Schools, Unfon, N.J., received the “A+" award Dec. 15, for helping students
succeed academically through a variety of programs, which have achieved 96 percent graduation rate and
an 80 percent postsecondary attendance. Among the programs are a preschool prograim for four year
olds and partnerships with local businesses. [Contact: James Caulfield, superintendent, Township of
Union Public Schools, 2369 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083-5712]

"Accelerated Schools” Mode!

On Dec. 16, the “*A+" award went to Burnett Academy, San Jose, Calif., an inner-city school that
has incorporated Henry Levin's “Accelerated Schools” model. *Tracking™ has been eliminated, and all
eighth graders take algebra. The curricutumn stresses research, problem-solving and hands-on activities.
[Contact: Michael O’Kane, principal, Bumett Acadeinty, San Jose, CA}

State Assessment Program Recognized

Kentucky was recognized by the “A+" award program for its assessment program, which requires
*“nontraditional” testing for all 4th, 8th and 12th grade students. The assessment program uses portfolios,
an assessment “‘event” stressing leaming in a real-life setting, and an essay/multiple choice test. Each
school has its own two-year goal. [Contact: C. Scott Trimble, director, Kentucky Department of
Education, Division of Accountability, S00 Mero Street, Frankfort, KY 40601}

Business Helps School Library

On Dec. 18, the final “A+" award for 1992 went to Pacific Theatres, Los Angeles, Calil., for
working to improve public school libraries and encourage student reading. Errployees of Pacific
Theatres are working with teachers and administrators at a Huntington Park Elementary school to expand
and renovate the school's library. [Contact: Dan Chetnow, Pacific Theatres, 120 North Robertson
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048]
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IBM Corporation, Southem Region
Independent Bankers Association of America
Industrial Research Institute, Inc.
Jobs for Amexica's Graduates, Inc.
KidsPeace Corporation
Kroger Company
Laubach Literacy Action
Literacy Volunteers of America, Inc.
Manufacturing Jewelers and Silversmiths of
America
Mind Extension University: The Education Network
Minncsota Mining & Manufacturing Co. (3M)
Motorola, Inc.
National Alliance of Business
National Association of Partners in Education, Inc.
National Association of Temporary Services
National Center for Family Literacy
National Community Education Association
National Council of La Raza
National Electrical Manufacturers Association
National Energy Foundation
National Executive Service Corps
National Institute of Former Governors
National Science Resources Center
National Thanksgiving Foundation
National Urban League
The One to One Partnership Inc.
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
Points of Light Foundation
Rohm and Haas Company
Reingold & Associates, Inc.
The Salvation Army
SER — Jobs for Progress, Inc.
Siemens Corporation
The J.M. Smucker Company
United Services Automobile Assoc. (USAA)
United States Chamber of Commerce
United States Space Foundation
University Support Services
Vanderbilt University
Very Special Arts
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
YWCA of the U.S.A.
For more information about the Coali-
tion, contact the AMERICA 2000 Coali-
tion; 1825 K Strect N.W., Suite 1010;

Washington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000.
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