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ABSTRACT

This project is designed to help secondary school
students prepare for participation in the electoral process as
informed citizens. The project has students focus on current events
pertaining to the U.S. election process. They study basic government
concepts found in the Constitution, such as Separation of Powers, as
well as practices that have become informal institutions, such as
parties and nominating conventions. Six to eight weeks prior to an
election, students collect, organize, and analyze information
concerning the candidates, parties, and issues in the election. From
these data, students write a scenario for a "Meet the Candidates"
class session, in which students role play actual candidates. The
candidate surrogates debate one another in front of their fellow
students. The student audience then decides who is the best qualified
candidate. They let their opinion be known in a "straw poll."
Finally, students follow the results of the actual election on
television, radio, and in the press. These materials include the
following information: project overview, rationale for the project,
objectives, profile of skills and activities, planning the project,
implementing the project, evaluation procedures, a selected
bibliography for content input, and sample handouts for content
input. (DB)
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

THE PROJECT: Students get close to the spirit and excitement of local,
state, and national elections by role playing the actual candidates for
public office, and by seeking the votes of an informed electorate made
up of their peers. Students focus on the current events pertaining to
the American election process. They study basic governmental concepts
of the written Constitution(Division of Powers and Separation of Powers),
as well as practices that have become part of the unwritten Constitution
(parties and nominating conventions) during this time.

Six to eight weeks prior to an actual election, students collect,
organize, and analyze information pertaining to the candidates, parties,
and issues in the election. The League of Women Voters and the candidates
themselves are invaluable sources of information.

From the available data, students write a scenario for a "Meet
the Candidates" type class session, where students stand in for the actual
candidates. These candidate surrogates debate one another in front of
their informed fellow students. The student audience then decides who
is the best qualified candidate. They let their opinion be known during
a "straw poll." Students follow the results of the election on television,
radio and in the press.

THE STUDENTS: All ability groups of students between grades seven and
twelve could utilize this project. Class size may be small or large without
harming the outcomes of the project. Students should meet from three to
five times weekly to accomplish the goals of the project.

THE STAFF: The Social Studies teacher functions as a facilitator for the
duration of the project. The educator should be skilled in the teaching

of critical thinking skills and have a working knowledge of the governmental
and political structure of the American system of representation.

MATERIALS AND FACILITIES: Filmstrips and videotapes on American government,
information from political parties and the League of Women Voters(LWV)

are essential to the project's success. The project may be conducted in
the regular classroom. Movable desks/chairs are conducive to small group
preparation, and are invaluable for staging the "Meet the Candidates" large
group sessions. : :

OUTSIDE RESOURCES: Guest speakers from political parties and the LWV enrich
the project. Students must follow political news in the media on a daily
basis.

OVERALL VALUE: Students feel that they become part of the process in which
they are too young to participate directly. They gain confidence in their
ability to evaluate information and choose the right candidates.

It seems that students take the information from the classroom
to their homes and discuss politics with their families.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

L.eah G. Stambler, Ph.D.

WCSU - Education Dept.

181 Whits St. - Westside
Denbury, CT 06810
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l. RATIONALE FOR THE PROJECT

1.1 The preservation of a representative form of government (Republic)
in the United States of America depends upon a citizenry well versed in
the nuances of its governmental structure, the electoral process, and the
function of the Constitution.

1.2 The pluralistic nature of the American population requires a
citizenry capable of utilizing the machinery of government to protect the
rights of the individual in society, and to effect compromise in the political
process.

1.3 American political practices depend on the art of compromise.
Consequently, American citizens need to know the techniques of negetiation
and critical thinking.

1.4 The nature of American democracy requires a citizenry cognizant
of the decision making process on all governmental levels and aware of
its pragmatic character.

1.5 The future strength of America's political, economic, and social
infrastructure depends on a well informed citizenry, capable of applying
critical thinking skills in seeking solutions for national, state, and
local problems.

1.6 Schools transmit American traditions and prepare the young to
assume the responsibilities of adulthood at the appropriate time.

1.7 Social Studies Educators are responsible for the task of preparing
the nation's school age students for their role as citizens and voters.




2. OBJECTIVES(as a result of this project, students will)

2.1 Cognitive: (a)identify the various candidates during a
specific election period; (b)match the candidates with their respective
positions on election issues: (c) diagram the operation of two Constitutiona
principles: Division of Powers and Separation of Powers; (d) explain
the role of the Constitution as a blueprint for government; (e)
explain the difference between the written and unwritten Constitution;
(£) define vocabulary/terms pertinent to the American governmental
and political system; (g) explain the operation of the political
process in the selection of governmental ofticials by the American

electorate.

2.2 Affective: (a) write/discuss personal position concerning the
value(s) of a republican form of government(representative government) ;
(b) recognize the importance of negotiation and compromise when working
in small groups; (c¢) apply mastery of information tearned about American
government and political process by participating in and assisting

with the campaign of a candidate running for public office.

2.3 Psychomotor: (a) separate fact from opinion in researching election
positions of candidates; (b) make inferences from material gathered
(e.g. candidates' campaign statements); (c) detect bias in statements
written and said by candidates, members of the media, the electorate;
(d) identify false assumptions; (e) seek validity of ideas expressed
orally and in writing; (£) organize ideas in writing(e.g. outlining,
diagramming, charting); (g) express ideas orally (e.g. debating,
presentations, role playing).




.PROFILE OF SKILLS AND ACTIVITIES

3.1 Reading for comprehensicn and critical thinking: newspapers,
teacher made handouts on American government, news magazines, civics
texts, library sources. _

3.2 Listening: to news programs/commentators on TV and radio,
to speeches made by candidates for office, to peers during classroom
activities.

3.3 Researching: use of reference materials, data collection,
organization of data, note taking, outlining, essay writing.

3.4 Writing: scripts for role playing, reflective essays, letters
to candidates, letters to press(editorial letters), position papers
on election issues.

3.5 Presenting: debates, role playing, simulations, statements
of personal opinions, panel discussions, skits, large and small group
discussions.

3.6 Negotiating: working out personal priorities with small
groups to reach consensus, preparation for oral presentations, setting
ground rules and procedures for "Meet the Candidates" session.




4. PLANNING THE PROJECT

4.1 Decide how many sessions you expect to devote to the project
"13...Going on 18: Preparing for the Franchise." Create a calendar
for your use and/or display in the classrouom for the students' use.

4.2 Select which concepts pertaining to the nature of American
government and the political process you intend to include in the
project.Age, grade and ability levels of the target population should
determine your choice of concepts to be included in the project.

4.3 Gather teaching resources pertaining to the selected concepts
to be included in the project (e.g. filmstrips, videotapes, diagrams,
jllustrations, texts, the Constitution, magazines, journals, newspapers.,
motion pictures).

4.4 Contact and make appointments with members of the community
who are willing to visit your classroom during the course of the project.
These community resource people should include: chapter members of
your local League of Women Voters, city/town leaders from the two
major political parties; candidates for public office; political campaign
jeaders/staff members; and governmental officials. Ask the LWV to
bring a demonstration ballot box to the classroom when they visit.

4.5 Make arrangements with the local political party leaders
for your students to visit a polling place on election day (preferably
in your own school). Discuss the possibility of your students volunteering

their services to both political parties during the election campaign.
Secure permission from students' parents for this activity.

4.6 Make arrangements with your school librarian for your students
to use the card catalogue and reference materials in the school library.
Plan with the librarian for corducting sessions in the library.

4.7 Make arrangements with the appropriate school personnel for
your use of the photocopy machine, TV monitor, VCR, tape recorder,
overhead projector, filmstrip project, and any other equipment needed
to utilize your teaching resources and materials. If possible make
arrangements to have your sessions videotaped for discussion and evaluation
by students during and at the end of the project.

4.8 Discuss your plans with your department chairperson, colleagues,
administrators and students' parents. This is a good way to encourage
wider schcool cooperation for the success of the project.

4.9 Consult sources on the teaching of critical thinking skills
for incorporation in your teaching strategies.

4.10 Consult sources as to the procedures to he followed for
various teaching techniques (e.g. small groups, debates, panel discussions,
role playing, simulations).

4.11 Prepare a letter to the students' parents in which you explain
the goals and strategies of the project. Invite parents to attend
the class sessions at any stage of the project, especially when guest
speakers are scheduled to make presentations to the students.

(™)
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5, IMPLEMENTING THE PROJECT

5.1 Motivation: Teacher encourages student readiness to participate
in the project by infusing the Social Studies curriculum with current
events pertaining to a forthcoming election. This is done six to
eight weeks prior to the election date. This may be accomplished
through the classroom showing of teacher made video tapes of news
programs and/or students reading of daily newspaper articles pertaining
to the election preliminaries. 1In both instances, the teacher should
prepare handout sheets which require the students to read, listen,
write, discuss, and raise questiocns about the political process, voting,
and the structure of American government. Ten to fifteen minutes
of discussion pertaining to the forthcoming_ election should be conducted
three to five times weekly, preferably at the beginning of the lesson.

5.2 Content Input: Teacher provides students with the opportunity
to secure background information pertaining to the nature of representative
government, as practiced in the United States of America. This information
should include: (a) the meaning o# the terms written and unwritten
Constitution; (b) the reasons why a written Constitution is needed
in society; (c) an overview of the articles and amendments found
in the American Constitution; (d) significant principles found in the
Constitution which are inherent in the American governmental structure
(i.e. Division of Powers, Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances,
Protection of the rights of the individual);and (e) examples of the
unwritten Constitution (i.e. political parties, cabinet, primaries,
nominating conventions,election procedures).

This information may be provided to the students in teacher
made or commercially prepared diagrams, film strips, videotapes, maps
of congressional districts in Connecticut, maps of the United States
showing the distribution of electoral votes and number of representatives
to the House of Representatives from each state of the Union, selected
issues of Junior/Senior Scholastic magazine and Update, excerpts from
the Constitution, readings from civics texts, copies of magazine and/or
journal articles (e.g.Time, Newsweek, U.S.News). At this stage of
the project, teacher should conduct class sessions in the school library,
as needed.

The students should be actively engaged in the research techniques
of data collection, organization of data and note taking. Students
should be provided with the opportunity to share their information
with their peers through the use of blackboard outlines, oral reports,
small group discussions, creation of charts-diagrams-bulletin boards-
posters which explain American government and /or the political process
needed to select public officials in the U.S.A.

This stage of the project is an appropriate time to utilize
community resources to amplify the students' mastery of the structure
of American government and the operation of the political process.
The LWV is an excellent source of information at this time. Teacher
should instruct students on how to identify the various propaganda

techniqyes utilized in mass communication campaigns.




5.3 "Meet the Candidates": The students utilize the news media

(newspaper articles, TV and radio broadcasts) to collect information
pertaining to the candidates' bhiographies and positions on election
issues, as well as editorials for and against the candidates. At

this time it is appropriate to have candidates for office and/or campaign
staff visit the class to supplement students' data collection.

Students decide among themselves who will represent the Democratic
and Republican candidates for office, their respective campaign staffs,
members of the press, program moderator, and citizens in the audience.

Students meet according to their agreed upon roles and divide
responsibilities within each group. Candidates and staff prepare
themselves to make a position statement on the election issues and
to organize answers to potential questions to be asked by the opposing
candidate and staff, news staff, and electorate in the audience.
candidates and campaign staffers also prepare questions to ask the
opposing candidate and create campaign posters and props to be used
during the "Meet the Candidates" session. Members of the press and
audience groups prepare questions to ask the candidates. The student
moderator and teacher prepare handouts indicating procedures and ground
rules to be followed in the debate-question and answer session of
"Meet the Candidates". The moderator prepares the order of the session
with one representative from each of the small groups (candidates ,members
of the press and audience)}.

students meet in small groups for as many secsions as they need
to prepare themselves for the "Meet the Candidates" session.
. On the day of the "Meet the Candidates" session, students mova
the chairs/desks according to this suggested arrangement:
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Students set up their campaign materials and posters
{n the room and decorate their assigned area with props
that they have created for the session.

Moderator opens the session by distributing written
ggound_rules to students, and orally reviewing the procedures
vith hls/heg pgers(e.g. opening statements by each candidate,
cross-questioning by the candidates, questions from members
of the press to the candidates and their answers, questions
from the audience for the candidates and their answers).

It is possible that the "Meet the Candidates" session may
requirg more than one class period, depending upon the grade
and ability levels of the students involved in the project.

5.4 Straw Poll: Students prepare ballots for use in classroom
election during the week preceding election day. Students
vote in class using a secret ballot, and they tally the
results of the vote. Students post the results for their
class in the room. Students discuss factors that influenced
their voting choices {(a modified "exit poll"). Students
discuss the importance of "voter turn out"in the forthcoming
election. Students are encouraged by the teacher to remind
citizens over the age of eighteen to vote on election day

5.5Election Day: Students follow the results of the actual
election, as reported on radio and TV. Students fill in
teacher prepared chart pased on information given in the
media.

5.6 Post-Election Day Analysis: Students read newspapers

and news magazines after election day. They collect information
pertaining to the results of the election, and analysis

by various commentators. Students write a short analysis

of why the various candidates won or lost, using information
from the news media, personal interviews with voting age

adults, and discussion with their families. Students compare
the results of their straw poll with those of the actual
election.

5.7 Closure: Students write an essay (2-3 pages in length)
and discuss its content, indicating what they need to know
about the American government and the political process

in order for them to exercise the franchise appropriately.
Students write their views as to why they should exercise

the franchise when they reach voting age. Students write
their views as to the importance of representative government
and what part they should play in the continuation of a
republican form of government.




6.EVALUATION PROCEDURES

The following techniques were used to determine the extent
of goals achievement: (a) cognitive goals: pencil/paper tests of
substantive items taught in the project; (blaffective goal: essay
written by students on the value of representative government; and,
(c¢) psychomotor dgoal: cral presentations evaluated by students and
teacher, using criteria of clarity of thought, language usage, strength
of position presented during debates.

7.SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR CONTENT INPUT

Hardgrave, Robert L. Jr., American Government, The Republiic in Action,

Orlando, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1986.

McClenaghan, William A., Magruder's American Government-Revised 1985 Edition,
Newton, Mass., Allyn & Bacon, Inc., 1983.

0'Connor, John R. and Robert M. Goldberg, Exploring American Citizenship,

New York, Globe Book Company, 1683.

Ritchie, Donald A. et al, Heritage of Freedom: History of the United
States to 1877, Volume One, New York, Scribner Educational
Publishers, 1986.

Update , Scholastic Magazine, Vol. 120, No. 10, January 29, 1988
"Election '88"

Wilson, John H., Real Life Citizenship: A Functional Skills Program from
scholastic, New York,Scholastic Book Services, 1979.

NOTES:
Numerous brochures are available from the League of Women Voters concerning

political parties, candidates' biographies during specific election
periods, how to register, how to use the balloting machines

Project '87 (gPongored by the Bicentennial Commission) Lessons on the
Constitution
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Executive office of
the president;
executive and cabinet
departments;
independent
government agencies

The President @%D

EXECUTIVE

Congress can change laws;

initiate a constitutional amendment;
restrict jurisdiction of courts to hear

certain types of cases;

create whole new court systems

or abolish existing ones;

expand or contract times and places that

federal courts sit

f;ﬁ:ﬁ%m

The Congress
House—Senate

May reject each
cther's bills

The Senate must confirm the
president’s judicial appointments;
Congress can impeach and remove

judges from office

1AL J & UN Lty W
The Supreme
Court of the -_T

United States

The Court can declare taws

unconstitutional

Circuit Court of
Appeals of the
United States

District Court

LEGISLATIVE

ERIC

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

r

1

SOURCE: Lessons on the Constitution (Project
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VOTER REGISTRATION FORM
Please type or print in blue or black ink

Last Name First Name Indial
RESIDENCE ADDRESS No. Street Apt. No.| Crty or Towny
- <
Length of tme Maikng Aadress i Different
at resigencs
years months days
DATE Sex] Heght | Eye Color Teleghone
o 4
BIATH month day your 1
THIS FORM IS BEING USED FOR (Chack One) .
0 New Registation O Change of Address 0 Change of Name C Change of Paity Envoliment
Ond you eves register in this state before? 0 Yes 0 No
it yos: complete the foliowing:
0id you register undes : i not, under what From what address did you
your prasent name? - name did you register? last register?
0 Yes 0 No
Were you bom in the Unied States? C Yes = No -
i no, complete the following:
Date of Naturaiizaton City or Town State
month day your
ENROLLMENT AFFIDAVIT
1f you wish to envoll in & political party. check the party of | affirm that the informaticn aDove is true and correct. | under-
your choice. (Chack only one) stand that any faise satement may subject me 0 pengities
. according to the law.
0 Democratic O Republcan 9
2 Conservative 0 Liberal

- Signature of Mark of Registrant Oate
0 Do not wish 10 envdil |
any panty
Witness (1 registrant cannot $ign) Oute
SOURCE: Real Life Citizenship(Scholastic)
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