ED 350 423
TITLE

INSTITUTION

SPONS AGENCY

PUB DATE

NOTE

PUB TYPE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME

CE 062 105

Community Relations Manual for Family Literacy
Programs.

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community Coll., Jackson.;
Mississippi State Dept. of Education, Jackson.; Moss
Point School District, MS.

Office of Vocational and Adult Education (ED),
Washington, DC. Div. of Adult Education and
Literacy.

92

150p.; Some reprints of newspaper articles may not
reproduce well.

Guides — Non-Classroom Use (055)

MFO1/PC06 Plus Postage.

*Adult Literacy; *Community Relations; Family Role;
High School Equivalency Programs; Integrated
Curriculum; *Literacy Education; Preschool Education:
*Program Implementation; *Public Relations

353 Project; *Family Literacy; General Educational
Development Tests; Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College

This manual documents a family literacy program

developed by Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College and conducted
at a local elementary school. It describes how the program combined
General Educational Development (GED) courses for parents with a
preschool program for their 3- to 4-year—old children. Based on the
Kenan Family Literacy model developed in Kentucky, the program was
designed to serve up to 15 families at a time and to have open
enrollment. GED courses and preschool were conducted for 3 full days
per week, combining some activities and providing care for children
while adults took other courses. Adults who completed the courses
were eligible to take the GED tests, and those who passed
participated in a special graduation ceremony with other GED
graduates in the area. The manual provides job deccriptions for
program personnel and their qualifications. Four chapters describe
the program and give examples of program materials: (1) synopsis of
the family literacy program; (2) importance of interorganizational
networking; (3) educating, reaching, and presenting the program; and
(4) local events and promotion issues. Press clippings about the
program are included. (KC)

Sededfedededededesededeat e de o dede et Yoot v sk e de de e e v de de v vl s e st e v S e v sl de e e e e e s o Yo st vle e S ot ok Yo e Yo sat e vk e st ok

¥
%

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

from the original document. *

3 de o e e v o o e v v v v o 9 e de e v v de e e e o v o e e e e ot e oo o e e e e S ok e e et e st st e e e s e e de e e e e e ok




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCAYION
Ofice of Ed nal R and Impro it
EDYCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC)
This document has been reproduced as
received trom the person or organization
- onginating st
C Minor changes have been made to improve
ragroduction quality

¥ Points of view cr opintons stated:n this docu-
ment do not necessarily represent off:iciat
OERI position or policy

-

Comphed In Ooprdmanon Wlth

_MlSSlSSlppl Gulf Coost Commmity College -
Jackson County Campus, Gauﬁet, MS

And Moss Point School Dlstnct Moss Pomt, MS

BEST COPY AVAABLE _

a b




Acknowledgements
At a time when resources are scarce, much effort is needed to
use them wisely and efficiently. This necessitates a cooperative
involvement on the part of many. This program has been no
different. From its inception back in January 1991 until present,
a lot of effort by a lot of people has gone unnoticed. I would

like to recognize them at this time.

Ms. Eloise Johnson State Department of Education

Dr. Royce Luke Vice-President of MGCCC
Jackson County Campus

Dr. Elizabeth Nelms Assistant Dean of the Learning
Resource Center
Jackson County Campus

Dr. C. H. Cronin Superintendent of Schools
Moss Point

Dr. Rachel Carpenter Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, Moss Point

Ms. Sandra Noble Principal of East Park
Elementary School

Ms. Pamela R. B. Jones Early Childhood Specialist
Family Literacy Program

Ms. Lannie Yarberry Childcare Specialist
Family Literacy Program




Preface

The Family Literacy Program, "Parents and Children Learning
together", has been operating now for the past eighteen months with
great success and serves as the focal point for this manual. The
purpose is to demonstrate how to present a program of this nature
to the general public, with positive results. Techniques and
samples will show how to educate the public on a major issue such
as Literacy and to convince others that such programs need to be
continued.

All the material presented here is the result of a great deal
of planning and effort by a staff of three (3), who have invested
more than just hours to the program. Because of this, it is safe
to say that all of our families past and present, GED recipients
and non-GED recipients, have taken home with them, a part of us
which cannot be learned from any text book.

This manual will give you good ways to enhance what you are
already doing, so you can dget the most out of your time, effort and
resources.

Al el X
Raymond J. Burdick

Program Coordinator
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STAFF INTRODUCTION

A program is cnly as good as the people who work it day-to-day.

Job descriptions and resumes are provided.
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SECTION VIII
&= JOB DESCRIPTION

(Complete one form for each staff member who
will spend time operating the project.)

Title of Position:  Family Literacy Program Coordinator

Reports to (title): Assistant Dean of the Learning Resource Center (IRC), Jackson County Canpus

Minimum Qualifications: Masters Degree preferred in Psychology, Counseling and Guidance

or Adult Education witn experience in Adult Education and Literacy Prograns.

Duties and Responsibilities:

The Program Coordinator (PC) will be a full-time position to insure that all facets of the

program are conducted within the guidelines provided. FC will insure that the staff conducts

a thorough planning session and three intense program days; and that all necessary coordination

and reports are prepared in a timely fashion. Besides recruiting, PC will also be the

adult education instructor for the program. PC will develop and meintain Individual Education

Plans (IFPs) on all adults; make referrals as necessary to meet those needs which are.outside

the scope of the program; aud insure tuat staff and participating families are working within

an atmosphere that is conducive to meeting both program and family objectives.

Percentage of time to be spent on the proposed project: 100 %

If less than 100% of the duties and responsibilities of this staff position

re]a;e_to this proposed project, indicate those duties and responsibilities that
specifically pertain to the project.

iv
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Raymond J. Burdick, NCC

Counseling
and
Human Development

6240 Ridge Road
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

(601) 872-3013
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Objective
A challenging position where experience and proven abilities in counseling, human
develcpment and assessment would be of value.

Summary of Qualifications

Experience

- Developing and implementing specialized foster care for sexually abused children.

- Developing and implementing a comprehensive chemical dependency aftercare program.

- Conducting bi-weekly group sessions and bi-monthly recovery retreats.

- Developing workplace literacy skills program under federal grant with the MS Department
of Education.

- Assisting Ingalls Shipbuilding in developing a tailored literacy parntnership program.

« Conducting departmental literacy audits per memorandum of understanding based on
needs assessment.

« Providing counseling services and upgrading employer basic skills, consistent with
changing workplace requirements, technologies, products or processes.

« Performing client assessment.

« Providiag coordination function for Adult Basic Education (ABE), General Education
Diploma (GED), and adult literacy programs in Jackson County.

- Developing individual education plans (IEPs) based on individual needs and goals.

« Conducting Staff Development Workshops based on program requirements.

« Coordinating with state, federal and local service agencies to provide for the total client.

« Coordinating a county-wide GED completion program and reception to promote adult
accomplishments.

« Implementing a family literacy program using the Kenan Model to improve education for
“at risk" children and their "at risk” parents.

» Supervising ACT Test Administration.

Sirengths

- Adept in working with multi-cultural and personally challenged individuals.
- Exceptional written and oral presentation skills.

« Highly self-motivated individual with unlimited potential.

« Excels in pressured and fast-paced environment.

- Highly adaptable to overseas life..

« Strong organizational and problem solving skills.

« Able to effectively communicate with all levels of management.

- Conscientious professional with unique managerial quaiities and expettise.
« Unique ability to work with families in motivational programs.

Education/Training
Teacher Training Workshop, Kenan Family Literacy Project, Louisville, KY
Laubach Tutor Cettification, Jackson County, MS
English As A Second Language (ESL) Tutor Certification, Jackson County, MS
Behavioral Modification Training, Children's Behavioral Services (CBS), Las Vegas, NV
Master of Arts in Psychology Counseling and Guidance,
University of Northern Colorado at Greeley, Greeley, CO
‘Bachelor of Arts in English, Canisus College, Buffalo, NY
V1
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Raymond J. Burdick

Professional Organizations
» Member of the American Counseling Association (A.C.A.)
« Divisional Membership in the Association for Specialists in Group Work
» Member of the Jackson County Literacy Council
» Member of Lions International
» Member of CISV, Children's International Summer Village (exchange program) organization
» Member of American Technical Education Association (A.T.E.A.)

Experience Highlights
1/91 to present Kenan Family Literacy Program Director

11/91 to 6/92 Instructor, Phillips Junior Coilege, Gulfport, MS (Psychology)

10/90 to 12/95 National Board Certified Counselor (#21178)

l 1/90 to 12/90 Assessment Coordinator/Counselor for adult basic education/literacy programs

6/89 to 12/89 Workplace Literacy Coordinator/Counselor
' 6/88 to 1/89 Chemical Dependency Aftercare Counse!ar Gulf Oaks Hospital and Clinic
l (GOHC), Biloxi, MS

6/85 to 9/85 Instructor, University of Maryland, Overseas Division (Behavior Management)
' 1/84 to 4/85 Instructor, Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, Overseas Division

(Modern Technical Report Writing)

' 2/78 to 2/80 Counselor, State of Nevada Welfare Division, Las Vegas, NV
' 9/77 to 12/78 Instructor, Frark College, MO (Psychology)

1/76 to 4/77 Counselor, Keystone Community Counseling Center, Kadena Air Base, Japan
. 2/70 to 2/90 Major (0-4), United States Air Force
l Personal

Married, eager to travei and relocate... believes setting realistic goals promote healthy and fully
l functioning individuals. Everyone has "strengths" which need to be reinforced and built upon.

References
. References and personal information provided upon request.
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SECTION VIII
JOB DESCRIPTION

(Complete one form for each staff member who
will spend time operating the project.)

Title of Position: Early Childhood Specialist

Reports to (title): _ Family Literacy Program Coordinator

Minimum Qualifications: Possess a Bachelor's of Science in Family Life Studies,

with a major in Child Development and a minor in Family Relations. Experience in

Literacy Programs preferred.

Duties and Responsibilities:

Farly childhood specialist (HCS) will be employed for 28 hours a week and participate

in all facets of the program. ECS will participate in the weekly planning session. BCS will

be responsible for working directly with both camponents of the participating families during

each day of operation. HCS will assist the Program Coordinator in determining educational

goals for each adult, and assist the childcare aide in determining High/Scope Curriculum

requirement. BCS will assist in evaluating each child; conduct periodic famidy conferences;

and offer recamendations an improving child interaction with peers and in the home. BCS will

conduct a Parent Time (PT) session to discuss parenting concerns and to address personal issues.

Percentage of time to be spent on the proposed project: 10 %

If less than 100% of the duties and responsibilities of this staff position

re]at:e o this proposed project, indicate those duties and responsibilities that
specifically pertain to the project.

Q viii
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PRESENTATION
OF QUALIFICATIONS

Pamela R. B. Jones, BS

Family Relatlons/Counseling
Child Development

6904 Plnehurst Drive
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

(601>875-8857
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ObJjective
A challengling positicn where experlence and proven
abilities In eariy chlldhood education development,
famlly relations counseling, human development and
assegssment would be of value.

Summary of Qualifications

Experience

. Conduct support group for adults withiii family programs.

. Coordinate with Community College and local school
districts to provide quality famlly programs using the
High Scope Curriculum.

. Provide a highly effectlve pre-school program desigred to
enhance school readiness skills.

. Developing iIndividual education plans (IEPs) consistent
with individual needs and goals.

. Coordinating with state, federal and local =ervice
agenclies to provide for the total client.

. Implementing a famlly literacy program using the Kenan
Model to Improve education for 'at risk" children and
thelr "at risk" parents.

. Supervising ACT Test Administration.

. Plan developmental activitlies and curriculum units.

. Manage classrcom interactions; teacher and child initiated
activities, positive guidance techniques, developmentally
approprliate scheduling and room arrangement.

. Assess developmental capabllities (infant-5 years).

. Conduct parent conferences and parent education programs.
Determination of eliglblllity for programs, Ald to Famllles
with Dependent Children, Child Support, Medicald, and Food
Stamps.

. Dally cllent interviews.

. Computer lnput of cllent data based on interview
information.

. Complete office management.

. Monthly determination of eliglibllity using MAVRICS system.

. Work with Chairman in deveioplng current course syllabi
and educational objectlives, in recommending textbook
change, purchasing supplies and equipment, aud to assist
in evaluating and upgrading the program.

. Agsist the Supervisor of Vocatlonal Technical Education
in administering a preschool laboratory for student
teaching experlence.

. Upkeep personal files on all students for purpose of
employment.

. Supervise and assgsist students scheduled in the preschool
laboratory.

. Responsible for requesting necessary supplies and

equipment needed in the learning centers in the
laboratory.




Strengths

. Adept in working with minorities, adults and children in
a unique educatlional setting.

. Exceptional oral presentation skills.

. Highly self motlivated individual with unlimlted potentlial.

. Excels in pressured and fast-paced environment.

. Strong organizatlional and problem solving sklills.

. Able to effectlvely communicate with all levels of
management . -

. Unique abllity to work with adults In education/llteracy
programs.

Education/Tralning

. Teacher Trainling Workshop, Kenan Famliiy Literacy Project,
Louisville,KY

., Certification Family Literacy proJect, Loulsville,KY

. Bachelor of Sclence in Chlld Development, Univercity of
Southern Mississipp!, Hattlesburg,MS

. Amerlcan Technlical Educatlon Workshop, Bilox!,MS

Profegsional Organizations

. Mississlippl Associatlon for Children Under Six (MACUS)>
. Southern Association for Children Under Six (SACUS)

. Member Natlional Center for Famlly Literacy

. Member Amerlcan Technical Education Assoclatlon

Experlence Highllghts
i/91 to present Kenan Fami'y Lliteracy Early Childhood
Education Speclialist/Parent Counselor

8/90 to 12/90 Pre~-¥indergarten Teacher, FBC Blloxl,MS

3/89 tc 6/90 Eligibillity Worker, Harrison County
Department of Human Services

8/87 to 2/89 Nursery School Teacher/Chlld Care,
Elizabeth H. Keys Vocatlonal Center
Ccean Springs,MS

1/87 to 5/87 Student Teacher/Nursery/Toddlier Schoal
Unlverslty of Southern Mississippi
Hattlespurg ,MS

6/85 to Presgent Youth Counselor, FBC Blloxli.
6/82 to 8/86 Infant-Day Camp Teacher Flirst Bapt!st
Church Bllox!i ,MS
6/82 to B8/86 Child Care Asslistant Creatlive Learning
Child Care Center Biloxi ,MS
References
References and personal Informatlion provided upon
reguest.
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SECTION VIII
JOB DESCRIPTIGN

&

(Complete one form for each staff member who
will spend time operating the project.)

Title of Pesition: _Childcare Aide

Reports to (title): Family Literacy Program Coordinator

Minimum Qualifications: Have a high school diplome and be a graduate from an

approved Cccupational Blucation Program with emphasis in Farly (hildhood Deveiogrent.

Experience in literacy progveus preferved.

Duties and Responsibilities:
Childcare airde (CA) will be employed for 23 hours a week and participate in all facets of

the prograia. She will participate in the weelkly planning sessicn. CA will be responsible

for working directly with the pre-school age children of those fasilies participuting in the

program.  CA will work direcily with the Farly Qildhood Specialist to deterriine the

individual child's needs and to work within the High/Scope curriculun to prepare the child

with the necessary readiness skills to enter kindergarten. The childcare aide-will nmke

daily observations and assist the Farly Childhood Specialist in recanmenling ways of

improving child interaction with peers and with adults during Parent and Child Time (PACT).

Percentage of time Lo be spent on the proposed project: _100 %

If less than 100% of the (_iu‘i:ies_ and responsibilities of this staff position
relate to this proposed project, indicate those dutias and responsibilities that

specifically pertain to the project.

xii
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PRESENTATION
OF QUALIFICATIONS

¥ Lannie B. Yarberry

8 Childcare Speclalist

14200 Ann Road
¥ Pascagoula, MS

j (601> 475-3983
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Objective

A challenglng position where experlence in early
chlldhood education development would be of value.

Summary of Qualifications

Experlence
Coordlnate with Community College and local school
districts to provide quallty family programs using the
High Scope Curriculum.

. Provide a hlghly‘effectlve pre-school program designed to
enhance schocl readiness skilis.

. Implementing a famlly literacy program using the Kenan
Model to improve eclicatlion feor "at risk® children.

. Plan developmental actlvities and curriculum units.
Manage claseroom interactions; teacher and chlid
inftiated actlivitles; positive guidance techniques;
developmentally appropriate schedul ing and room
arrangement.

. Assess developmental capabilities (infants-Syears).

. Re®mponsible for requesting necessary supplles and
equipment needed In learning centers in pre-schocl
classroom.

. Work with Early Chlildhood Education Speclalist in
deveioping educational pre-school objectives.

Assist In evaluating and upgrading the program " Parents
and Chlildren Learning Together®.

Strengths

. adept In working with minorities, adults and children (n
a unique educational setting.

Unique abllity to work with chlldren In
education/llteracy programs.

Highly self- motivated individual with unlimited
potential.

. Able to work effectively with levels of management to
achleve program cbjectives.

xiv




Education/Training

. Teacher Tralnling Workshop, Kenan Family Lliteracy Project,
Loulisville, KY

Certificatlion Family Literacy project, Louisville,kY
Occupational Child Care Certification, Mississippi Gulf
Coagt Community College, Jackson County Campus,
Gautler ,MS

. Adult Basic Education Teacher’s Workshop, Laurel ,MS
Child Abuse Workshop, Gautier,MS

Professional Organizations

Missligsippl Assoclation for Chlildren Under Six (MACUS»

Member Natlional Center for Famlily Llteracy

Experience Highl ights

1/91 to present Kenan Family Literacy Chlild Care
Specialist

10/90 to 12/90 Infant/Toddler Assistant Teacher, Bethal
Academy, Pascagoula,MS

3/90 to 9/90 Student Teacher, Head Start Program,
Pascagoula,MS

i0/89 to 10/90 Student Teacher/2-4 year olds,

Migsslissippl Gulf Coast Community
College, Gautler,MS

3/85 to present Teacher, Sunday School, Vacation Bible
School, Lilly Orchard Baptist Church,
Helena,MS

References

References and personal informatlion provided upon
request.
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Chapter 1

Synopsis Of Family Literacy Program
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ississippi Bulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE ) Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
jJackson County Campus
P.O. Bx 100 Gautier, MS 39553

Memorandum Telephone: 601/947-9602

TO: Media anq Community Service Agencies
FROM: Elizabeth P, Nelms

DATE:  January 30, 1992

RE: Family Literacy Program

We have enthusiastically launched an exciting program which can benefit the
family as a whole. '"Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. Our program meets two of
the objectives of the National Performance Goals for Education: #l1 Readiness for
School and #5 Adult Literacy and Lifelong Learning. The major component consists
of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an intergenerational
setting. While the program consists of a childcare and an adult education
element, these elements are not separate or distinct from each other, but rather
integrated together into a unique family learning experience.

Our program provides preschool childcare for up to 15 three (3) and/or
four (4) year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a support group and work
toward their GED; and most important, it provides an opportunity for them to
participate with their children in a unique .learning experience. Families
selected for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at East

Park Elementary School in Moss Point. .We anticipate an on-going enrollment
process.

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,
has been operating in the public school setting in selected areas of the country.
Our program was the first one selected to operate in Mississippi on a community
college campus. At special invitation from the Moss Point School District, we
have re-located to this particular school. We strongly encourage anyone.who is
interested, to please contact Ray Burdick at 601/497-9602 Ext. #261 at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus or at 601/475-9866
at East Park Elementary School in Moss Point.

We solicit your support in getting the word to those within our communities
who could benefit the most from such a unique and promising program.

<l

Supported by Harrison. Stone. lacksan and Conrae Countios




PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and Children Learning Together

Parents work toward the GED
while
their 3- and 4- year old children
attend a quality pre-school next door.

PROGRANM OFFERED AT
East Park Elementary School

SPONSORED BY
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

Moss Point School District

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
~ Ray Burdick 497-9602 Ext. 261

475=9866
!
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o Cul§ Coast

COMMUN]TY COLLFQE | _  Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dx. Royoe 6. Luke, Vice President
Jackson Geunty Campus
P.O. Bax 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/947-9602

Family Literacy'Program'Goals and Objectives

Goals:

1. Break the intergenerational cycle of illiteracy within the ‘family.
2. G1ve pre-school children the opportunity to develop the following:
" a..:Oral communication with peers and adults.
b. Social interaction and language development.
c. School readiness- skills.
3. Give adults the opportunity to develop life skills and work toward
GED completion by:
a. Providing a support group-type environment.
b. Providing adult education and basic skills training.
4. Give the family. the opportunity to function more productively.

Objéctives:

1. Conduct an on-going recruitment program.
Conduct adult and high/scope curriculums in appropriate facilities;
conduct parent and child time (PACT) in pre-school room daily.

l 3. Assist adults in developing individual goals for themselves and

N

their children and assist them in meeting those goals.

4. The Early Childhood Specialist will work with both: aaults and
children.

5. Adults will be kept fully informed of all evaluations made of
their children.

6. Staff will make observations during_ parent and child time and
offer suggestions for improved interaction when necessary.

B N
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Scope of the Progran

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County
Campus has been providing a family literacy program for the past
eighteen (18) mcnths to a population which involves primarily the
economically disadvantaged. This program 1s conducted in
cooperation with the Mississippi State Department of Education.
The program began on campus in January 1991 and since August of
that year, the program has been re-located to the Mess Point School
District at East Park Elementary School.

This particular program mirrors the Kenan Family Literacy
Model from Louisville, Kentucky and is designed to break the
intergenerational cycle of illiteracy within the family unit.
Immediate goals include giving children the opportunity to develop
pre-~literacy skills; giving adults the opportunity te advance their
education and basic skills training as they work toward GED
completion; and giving the family the opportunity tc function more
preductively by incorporating these skills into their home. While
the families participate, educational as welil as non-educaticnal
needs are addressed either within the confines of the program or
through the various community service agencies. With our program
now located at an elementary school, we expect both child and
caregiver to become very familiar and comfortable within an
established school system, and to develop a more positive attitude

toward education in general.




The program consists of a staff planning day, three intense
program days which coincide with the regular school day, and a
family visit/reports day. The program uses two designated rooms
within the school and conforms to the kindergarten schedule to the
maximum extent possible. The program segments include a parent
time (PT), where a support group-type environment is provided to
address personal issues; the High/Scope curriculum to prepare pre-
school children for success in kindergarten; a parent and child
time (PACT) segment, where family members interact with each other
as individual family units; and an adult education/basic skills
segment, where parents improve literacy skills and work toward GED
completion. We anticipate incorporating adults into the workings
of the school by giving them opportunities to heip out in various
departments/activities during their program days. Participating

families remain in the program as long as they meet eligibility

criteria.




Target Popuiliation

"Parents and Children Learning Together" is a goal oriented
and needs achievement program designed to break the cycle of
incergenerational illiteracy in the family unit. Our target
population is in synchronization with population trends depicted in
the 1980 Census figures for Jackscn County. There 1is a
significantly large portion of individuals without a2 high schocl
diploma in the area, who cover the entire age spectrunm.
Correspordingly, this segment is getting older by all project. uns,
and the number of single-parent families is increasing. our
program population is somewhat limited in that we have a pre-school
requirement as part of our eligibility criteria. While this has
narrowed-down the families who qualify, it has in no way affected
our participation. In fact, there has been a consistent and ever-
increasing number of families who have enrolled and stayed. For
the present, we have demonstrated that the need for our program
exists, and that we are reaching many of those families who can
benefit the most from cur unigue program.

The maximum number of families in this program at any one time
is fifteen (15), to comply with Mississippi’s Regulation Governing
Licensure of Child Care Facijlities. While all of our families
reside within the county, we anticipate the majority of our

participants to live within the immediate school district.
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Family Literacy and the Community

No one wants to associate himself or herself with a program
that presents itself with a negative connotation. The word
¥literacy" became a popular "buzzword" in the 1980’s, and many
pilot programs were started as a result. With the arrival of the
1990¢3, the problem of illiteracy has not improved. In fact, it
has become worse. Much effort has been made to re-phrase the term
so the problem can be presented t.¢ the public in a more appealing
way.

The approach to cur program has been no different. While it
has been concerned with literacy at the family level, our ultimate
purpcose has been to enhance the well-being of all our participants
both pre-school children and adults. To further attract families,
we have accentuated the positive by calling it "Parents and
Children Learning Together®. How we have approached the community
and our popuiaticn in particular, has been the keys to our success.

We have focussed heavily on public relations and inter-
organization relations so as to maintain a stable and ever-
increasing population. By concentrating our efforts on those
organizatiocns which cater to the majority of our potential families
and by highlighting our GED completion rate, we have been able to
attract new families. Within Jackson County, the majority of our
families have at one time or ancther, used a United Way

Organization. Many have been actively using the County Welfare or
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Health Departments and receiving public assistance. We have done
extensive networking with these organizations, as well as with the
Jackson County Campus Adult Education and Literacy Programs. Our
relationship with these organizations has been both formal and
informal. By first presenting our program through staff
development and other formal gatherings, we have been abie to
develop a working relationship and to conduct day-to-day business.
our close association with the Community College Adult Education
and Literacy Programs, Single Parent and Vocational-Technical
Programs has further closed the loop on our county-wide networking
efforts. A ﬁajor source of our families has been from both the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus and
the Job Opportunity Basic Skills (JOBS) Program in the area.
During the pre-testing and placement phase of entering the Adult
Education Programs, families meeting our eligibility criteria are
identified and referred to us. Conversely, families already in our
program are encouraged to volunteer for the JOBS Program if they
meet its requirements. Both programs have benefitted from tkis
informal arrangement. By establishing a familiarity and a
cooperative relationship with several community service agencies
across the county, there is an increased likelihood that more
families will be identified and more of the needs of our families

can be met.
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Literacy is not a glamorous or particularly exciting topic to
discuss, and therefore it is difficult to rally the badly needed
attention and support it needs. The efforts of the 1980’s have not
been very effective «#hen compared to the scope of the problem that
exists today. Part of the problem has been the continued
discussion without substantial programs to make a difference; the
other part has been the reluctance of those who need adult
education to come forward and admit that they are illiterate.
Pride is very important to people and they tend to hang-on to it at
all cost. By presenting the issue in a more positive light, people
seem to be more willing to take the risk. "“Parents and Children
Learning Together" has been a grand effort in dealing with the
problem without demoralizing the participants. Our program
attracts attention because it tackles the issue from both
generational levels at the same time. The issues become human
development and readiness skills instead of more failure and fear
of failure for the next generation. Families sense this and get
involved.

It is safe to say that with most issues, the number of people
who actually benefit from such a program is guite small as compared
with the number of people who could benefit from it. How to reach
them and how to keep them once they are enrolled are extremely
important. In many cases, potential families still do not realize
our Family Literacy Program exists despite all of our efforts.
Until Jjust recently, some of the College’s Adult Education

instructors were still unaware of just what services we provided.




Photographé of the program facilities, participants and events
raised their curiosity, and a basic gquestion/answer session
resulted in two (2) family referrals. Many people with‘ low
literacy skills do not read newspapers. for news but rather for
coupons. Finding the right medium to use to reach this population
is difficult but not impossible. For us the Community College, the
County Human Services Organizations and the Moss Point School
District have opened the door to ready access of potential
families. Many of them will still remain unidentified, but we hope
that by word-of-mouth, current and past families will help us reach
them.

When a family is finally enrolled, the focus becomes one of
meeting their needs in realistic terms. GED completion is the
primary goal for adults, while pre-school readiness for the child
is primary for the family. The Kenan Family Literacy Model allows
us to work toward achieving both goals. For each adult, we offer
them a realistic expectation based on their curren. functioning
level. To promise GED completion is unrealistic; to build on
strengths using a variety of classroom techniques is. By
emphasizing our GED completion rate, we have been able to achieve
a level of credibility within the community and with our families
and to keep our enrollment stable and ever-increasing.

In addition to educating the community about the prcblem and
telling them about what we do, we have had to persuade certain
groups that our program is a great return on their small
investment. We have been very careful not to exaggerate or to

"oversell" it as the only workable solution to the ever-increasing

12
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problem of illiteracy. We have, however, demonstrated that our
program is on-track, successful and meeting the high standards

levied on us by the State Department of Education.
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IMPORTANCE OF INTERCRGANIZATONAL NETWORKING

our program has been successful because we have been able to
work effectively with the State Department of Education, MGCCC
Jackson County and Perkinston Campus, the Department of Human
Services, the Moss Point School District and numerous community
service organizations. Each in its unique way has filled a
critical need. The State Department of Education has allocated 353
funding for the project; Jackson County Campus has provided
administrative support and facilities prior to our move to Moss
Point, The Central Office of Perkinston Campus has provided us with
posters, business cards and duplication services; the Department of
Human Services, in pafticular the Office for Children and Youth has
provided Intergenerational Grant monies for equipment; the Moss
Point School District and East Park Elementary School have provided
two classrooms and administrative support; and a host of community
services organizations have cooperated with us, in meeting the
non-educational needs of our families. The following samples
highlight the spectrum of agencies which have given us the

resources to operate our program.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE | Barry L. Mellinger, President

Royoce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
PO Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553

Telephone: 601/497.9602

April 20, 1992

Ms. Eloise Johnson

State of Mississippi

Department of Education

Office of Vocational—Technical and Adult Education
P.0. Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205—0771

Dear Ms. Johnson:

I would like to thank you for your support in attending the National
Conference on Family Literacy at Chapel Hill from April 12-14, 1992.. There
-were representatives from across the country and keynote speakers who
addressed the issue .from national to regional perspectives. Each sessien
was extremely interesting; and I was impressed with the overall breadth and
scope of the conference. I feel confident that what we are doing in our
program is "in-tune with" and in many respects, "beyond the wildest ‘areams"
of some of the programs I was exposed to. :

We are now in the process of preparing for an audit visit at the end
of the month. In fact, we are looking forward to the opportunity when we
can "show orff" what we have and have accouplished over the past year. -The
principal and superintendent of schools are alsc aware of our intended visit.

In preparation for the 1992-93 term, I am happy to report that we have
been invited back to continue our program at East Park Elementary School.
We have had a great working relationship with tne school and district staff
and we are looking foward to an increased enrollment in the coming year.
-Storage space will bz provided for the summer recess, to provide security

- of our -equipment; and we will cooperate with the school to imsure that our
rooms conform to their standards.

As we approach the end of this term, our family enrclluent has been
consistent and even on the increase. We will celebrate our 6th GED- this
weex and I expect another in -the mext couple of weeks. What & remarkable

year!
Sincerely
- Ray ;uééick, Pefiily Literacy Coordinator
ST T 16 r
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pi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Barry L. Mellinger, President

Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
PO Box 100 Gaugier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

May 6, 1992

Ms. Eloise Johnson

State of Mississippi

Department of Education

Office of Vocational-Technical and Adult Education
P.0. Box 771

Jackson, MS 39205-0771

Dear Ms. Johnson:

on behalf of my staff, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity to undergo scrutiny by the team visit from the State
Department of Education on April 30, 1992. We did extremely well
in all areas because of the great support we received from Dr.
Nelms, Dr. Cronin (Moss Point School District Superintendent),
Sandra Noble (Principal of East Park Elementary School) and my
families. Together, we made a better than favorable impression on
all the team members during their visit. My only regret is that
you were not able to visit us as well.

Thank you for all of your support so far, and we are looking

foward to another exciting year at East Park Elementary School. We
will be honoring our 7th GED recipient this week.

Sincerely,

{ck, Family Literacy Coordinator

RB:pat
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

CONTRACT SIGNATURE SHEET

OFFICE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
421 WEST PASCAGOULA STREET
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39203

1. CONTRACTOR’S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE NO. | 2. EFFECTIVE DATE:

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College September 1, 1991

Jackson County Campus -3, CONTRACT NUMBER:
P.0. Box 100, 2300 Hwy 90

Gautier, Mississippi 39553

4. GRANT IDENTIFIER:
1—601-497-9602 (FUNDING SOURCE AND YEAR)

91 $S86/S-A (ICC)

5. BEGINNING AND ENDING DATES:
Sept. 1-3C, 1991

6. CONTRACT PAYMENT METHOD:
X COST REIMBURSEMENT
CURRENT NEEDS
FIXED UNIT OR PERFORMANC:
BASED

CONTACT PERSON: Dr. Elizabeth Nelms

7. PAGE 1 oF

8. THE FOLLOWING FUNDS ARE OBLIGATED:
—0-

FEDERAL $5,000.00 ADMINISTRATION

STATE -0- SERVICES —o-
OTHER - =0~ OTHER $5,000.00
ToTAL 12200000 TOTAL $5,000.00

9. THE SUBGRANTEE AGREES TO OPERATE THE PROGRAM OUTLINED IN THIS CONTRACT IN
_ACCORDANCE WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF THIS CONTRACT AS INCLUDED HEREIN AND
ALL POLICIES AS STATED IN THE GENERAL TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF THE CONTRACT
THE FOLLOWING FORMS AND POLICIES LISTED BELOW ARE ALSO INCLUDED AS A PART
OF THIS AGREEMENT:

A. BUDGET SUMMARY

B, COST SUMMARY SUPPORT SHEET
C. GENERAL TERMS AND PROVISIONS
D, SCOPE OF WORK STATEMENT

E, OTHER Policies

10, 11, APPROVED FOR CONTRACTOR:

DATE SIGNATURE
+ Gerald Gartman

SIGNATURE

NAME : Beatrice J. Branch NAME

. . . TITLE: College Director
TITLE! Executive Director of Special Programs

ocY |
'18 qmv Rev. 10/90
t




pi. Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Talephone: 601/947-9602

March 2, 1992

Ms. Kathy Ellis, Special Projects Officer

State of Mississippi

Department of Human Services, Office for Children and Youth
421 West Pascagoula Street

Jackson, MS 39203-3524

Dear Ms. Ellis:

On behalf of my staff and Ms. Sandra Noble, Principal of East Park
Elementary School, I would like to express my appreciation to you for
making the time to visit our program and to inventory cur equipment.

We certainly would not have been able to purchase many of the wonderful
items we have, had it not been for your Office for Children and Youth.
At a time when our budget would not allow, your office gave us the
capability to do more for our families.

We appreciate your help and we look foward to working with you
in the future. Please feel free to contact or visit us at any time.

Sincerely,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

By %W

Ray/Burdick, Coordinator
Family Literacy Program

RB:pat
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sssippi Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
. Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/947-9602

April 8, 1992

Ms. Ruth Ann Williams
Director

Office of Children and Youth
Department of Human Services
P.O. Box 352

Jackson, MS 39205

Dear Ms. Williams:

I would like to extend to you and your staff an invitation to

come to the coast and visit our Family Literacy Program at East I
Park Elementary School in Moss Point. It is not everyday you hear
about a program such as this that offers so much to our community.
We would certainly like to have you visit our program and families
and I am sure you would get the same impression.

I Back in September 1991 our program received an
Intergenerational Literacy Grant through your office to help us
l defray the cost of equipment. Without your department’s help, we
would not have been able to purchase those items which have proved
to be vital to our High/Scope Curriculum. We are confident that
our families now have the tools they need to develop the skills
I they need to "“grow".

Our program is based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model out of
Louisville, Kentucky. We were fortunate to have been the first
program of this type in Mississippi. Since then, we have been
asked to share our program with other community minded groups both
at formal and informal forums. What is so fascinating about our
program is the intergenerational perspective it has. Adults work
toward GED completion while their pre-school children receive a
High/Scope Curriculum to prepare them for kindergarten. PACT
(Parent and Child Time) brings both generations together in an
interactive environment and the entire family benefits. By shaping
positive attitudes toward education and learning, we help to break
the' cycle of illiteracy in the family.

Education and schooling have been a problem for program adults
in the past, and the same problems will plague their children
unless a change takes place. A non-threatening educational setting
such as Family Literacy, gives the entire family a sense of

29
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Office of Children and Youth -2~ April 8, 1992

accomplishment and a positive attitude. A highly trained staff
keeps the program focussed and allows the adults the latitude tc
deal with non-educational goals as well. Affliation with the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus has
made quality materials availahle; affiliation with a designated
Chapter One School, provides services for our children otherwise
unavailable. Because cur staff has been trained at the National
Center for Family Literacy in Kentucky and recognized by the
educational community, we maintain a credibility and a working
association with other community service organizations.

Our Family Literacy Program is a plus for this community and
needs to be continued. Since last June, our family participants
have doubled. We have been highly successful in working with JOBS
(JOB oOpportunity and Basic Skills) Program participants who
comprise anywhere from 30-60% of our families. We have proved
ourselves to the community and to our families; and as such, they
have responded tc our program in a very positive manner.

For the upcoming 1992-~93 year, although our site is secure,
our budget is not. This program has been a 353 Project funded
through Eloise Johnsonfs office in the State Department of
Education. The: funding assets are temporary monies which fluctuate
from year to year, with the existing budget problems that exist,
these 353 funds are questionable. We need your support. our
families, our school district and the Jackson County Community as
a whole are committed to fight illiteracy. Please help us to
continue in thé fight, by offering our current and future fanmilies

the chance for a brighter and more productive future through
education.

Sincerely,

i

Sgy/ﬁﬁrdégkf'Coordinator Family Literacy Program

XC: Judy Williams
Elcise Johnson




Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Central Office
manager for publications on Perkinston Campus, has been
instrumental in providing many professional advertising materials
to promote our program. Colored posters and staff business cards
(examples provided) have given us a flexibility to generate still
ot .r 1local products such as program fliers. Packets of these
fliers, posters and handouts have been disseminated during focrmal
presentations to group audiences, to various agencies of the United
Way, ti Department of Human Services Welfare and JOBE Program,
County Health Department, local doctors and dentists, the County
vibrary system, civic organizations, school district supervisors,
district Hancock Bank branches, churches of all denominations in
Jackson County, and Community College programs. The following

samples are provided.




July 18, 1991

Gertie Brown, Manager of Publications
Central Office

Dear Gertie,

Please find enclosed the cropped copy for the poster we spoke about in
our telephone conversation. The poster will be used in coordination
with the Family Literacy Program. Ray Burdick, Ex. 261, is the
contact person for this program on JC Campus.

The overall poster size should be 11 x 17" with a similar or more
suitable paper stock if possible. The attached sheet contains text we
want added to the bottom of the poster in black. Please arrange and
match the type style as best you can.

We would like to go with, two colors, red and black. Please give us
prices for two colors and one color also. Let us know what the
minimum number of prints is, I believe you mentioned 100. Thanks
again, as always you are pleasant to work with.

Sincerely,

Ms. Mary Dyle
Jackson County, Ex. 261

exc:Ray Burdick
Dr. Elizabeth Nelnms
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PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION
Parents and Children Learning Together

while
their 3- and 4- year old children
attend a quality pre-school next door.

PROGRAM OFFERED AT
East Park Elementary School

SPONSORED BY
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

Moss Point School District

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
Ray Burdick 497-9602 Ext. 261

475-9866
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sippi Gudf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, Presicent

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Bax 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Memorandum Telephone: 601/947-9602

TO: Media and Community Service Agencies
FROM: Elizabeth P. Nelms

DATE: January 30, 1992

RE: Family Literacy Program

We have enthusiastically launched an exciting program which can benefit the
family as a whole. "Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. Our program meets two of
the objectives of the National Performance Goals for Education: #1 Readiness for
School and #5 Adult Literacy and Lifelong Learning. The major component consists
of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an intergenerational
setting. While the program consists of a childcare and an adult education
element, these elements are not separate or distinct from each other, but rather
integrated together into a unique family learning experience.

Our program provides preschool childcare for up to 15 three (3) and/or
four (4) year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a support group and work
toward their GED; and most important, it provides an opportunity for them to
participate with their children in a unique .learning experience. Families
selected for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at East

Park Elementary School in Moss Point. .We anticipate an on-going,enrollment
process.

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,
has been operating in the public school setting in selected areas of the country.
Our program was the first one selected to operate in Mississippi on a community
college campus. At special invitation from the Moss Point School District, we
have re-located to this particular scihool. We strongly encourage anyone who is
interested, to please contact Ray Burdick at 601/497-9602 Ext. #261 at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus or at 601/475-9866
at East Park Elementary School in Moss Point.

We solicit your support in getting the word to those within our communities
who could benefit the most from such 4 unique and promising program.

26
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PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION PROGRAM COQRDINATOR

Parents & Children Leammg Together

} Ray Burdick, M.A., NCC,

EAST PARK ELEMENTARY
Moss Peint, MS  475-9866

A

A o

PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIALIST

Parent AChidren Learnng Together

Pamela R.B. jones, B.S.

R\ EAST PARK ELEMENTARY
‘{'/Q"/ N W Point, MS 4759866
RN Y 3

PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION CHILDCARE SPECIALIST

Parents &Chidren Learning Together I.annie Yarberry

. \‘t 4 EAST PARK ELEMENTARY
fé/’/ \‘%: Moss Point, MS 475-9866
LN )
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While interorganizational networking is needed to help meet
the immediate needs of a program, it is also useful in generating
interest from other groups which could benefit from Kknowing a
particular program’s purpose, goals and objectives. Take every
opportunity to discuss your program to a formal audience, because
it tends to generate additional opportunities for future
presentations.

The following is a summary of the types of presentations made
to organizations at all levels (samples are provided):
*#*CONFERENCE FOR LOCAL READING COUNCIL, OCEAN SPRINGS JR. HIGH
SCHOOL. TOPIC: BREAKIN CcycC OF TERACY.

*KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP, EAST PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

TOPIC: PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM SCHOOL

*PRE-SERVICE PROGRAM FOR JACKSON COUNTY HEADSTART STAFF.

TOPIC: FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM.

*OPEN HOUSE, EAST PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

TOPIC: PARENTS IN EDUCATION. |

*LEADERSHIP JACKSON COUNTY EDUCATION PROGRAM, OCEAN SPRINGS CIVIC
CENTER. TOPIC: GOAL #5 - ADULT LITERACY AND LIFELONG LEARNING.
*AMERICAN TECHNICAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (A.T.E.A.) CONFERENCE,
BILOXI HILTON HOTEL. TOPIC: PARENT AND CHTILD LEARNING TOGETHER
FOR TOMORROW'’S TECHNOLOGY.

*CAMELLTA READING COUNCIL, WEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, MOSS POINT.
TOPIC: VA OF ILY L PROGRAM IN THE COMMUNITY.
*MISSISSIPPI REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY, CHARLES WARREN HOUSING

PROJECT. TOPIC: PARENTS AND oG .

.28




*Jackson County Literacy Council, Vancleave, MS

Topic: Fami Lj

The National Center for Family Literacy in Louisville,
Kentucky has been the catalyst which first generated an enthusiasm
within the State Department of Education to attempt this type of
program in this state. The National Center has not only provided
indoctrination training for the entire staff, but it has also been
instrumental in keeping us updated in the field of Family Literacy.

In April ‘92, a representative from the program attended the
First National Conference on Family Literacy at Chapel Hill, North
Carolina, which was highly informative. This conference has opened
the door to additional networking opportunities. We intend to
continue our close association and cooperation with this

extraordinary organization.

.2’9 4 8
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MIKE REED, ED.D. Dewey L. HERRING, ED. D. ANNA P. HURT, ED.S.

Assistant Superintendent  Superintendent Administrative Assistant
Phone 875-7721 _ Phone 875-7706 ‘ _ Phone 875-7707

®cean ﬁprﬁgs School Bistrict
160#8Goverument Street

Pflj.wt_t Office Box 7002
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI 39564-7002

August 30, 1991

Dr. Elizabeth Nelms

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

P. 0. Box 100

Gautier, MS 39553

Dear Dr. Nelms:

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the September 19, program on
education for the members of 1991 Leadership Jackson County. The program
will be a full-day affair held at the Civic Center in Ocean Springs.. A
tentative schedule is enclosed fot your information and planning.

The six national performancé: goals for education, unveiled by President
Bush on January 31, 1990, will seive as the day's focus ' and an outline for
the program. The four Jackson Cataty school districts, Gulf Coast Community
College, and Jackson County Civic Action Group have each been requested to
present a 40 minute session on one of the national goals as shown on the
schedule.

As you will note from the schedule, each mnational goal presentation
will be repeated once. This will allow the attendees to be divided into two
groups of approximately 17 each, a group size which, hopefully will
facilitate two-way communications and; at the same time, the repeating of
the session only once will not over burden you or whomever you assign to
present your session.

Based on a review of evaluations from a previous program and to provide
some consistency among sessions, it is requested that your 40-minute
presentation include the below:

Identification and interpretation of the goal and its objectives
(i.e. what is meant by "start school ready to learn")

Relate the goal to education in Jackson County and Mississippl
Identify/describe/demonstrate/etc.  current efforts in your
programming which does/will contribute to the attainment of the
goal (what you're already doing in support of the goal)

Identify anticipated future efforts toward attainment of the goal
Identify possible roles for business, community, and government to

assist in the attainment pof the goal
Provide time for questions and discussion - (VERY IMPORTANT!)

"Children - Our Greatest Natural Resource”
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LEADERSHIP JACKSON COUNTY
EDUCATION PROGRAM
OCEAN SPRINGS CIVIC CENTER
September 19, 1991

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
WELCOME
EDUCATION TODAY

GORIL #1: Readiness for School
GOAL #2: High School Completion

BREAK
Repeat of Goals 1 and 2

Goal #3: Student Achievement and
Citizenship

Goal #4: Science and Mathematics

LUNCH (Catered)
Repeat of Goals 3 and &
Goal $5: Adult Literacy and

Lifelong Learning

Goal #6: Safe, Disciplined,

Guest Speaker

NATIONAL PERFORMANCE GOALS FOR EDUCATION

Jackson County Ciwvic
Action Committee

Moss Point School
District

Pascagonla School
District

Ocean Springs Schoaqi
District

Luncheon Speaker

Gulf Coast Community
College - Jackson

county

Jackson County

and Drug-Free Schools School District

2:40 - 3:20 Repeat of Goals S and 6

3:30 - &4:15 QUESTIONS, ANSWERS, DISCUSSION All Presenters

§:15 - 4:30 CLOSING COMMENTS

Note: Participants will be divided into two groups. Each natiopal goal
is presented twice. Groups simply change rooms after each session.
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INFORM
"An Interagency Organization”

A First Friday Monthly Brown-bag Luncheon Meeting.
‘"at 12:00 Noon

The next meeting will be held MAY 3, 1991 at:

THE PASCAGOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY
3214 Pascagoula St.
Pascagoula, MS 39567

769-3223

PROGRAM PRESENTER WILL BE: Ray Burick, Media Specialist at
the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. Mr. Burick
will be speaking on the Family Literacy Program.

You will have 5 minutes to tell about your services.

You may sent any handout materials to the library for
distribution if you do not plan on attending the meeting.
Please send it "Attention: Flo Scholtes”.

Ccall Flo Scholtes at 769-3223 for furthef information.

A cold Coke, Sprite or Diet-Coke can be purchased for 50
cents from the Friends of the Library.

)
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JACKSON COUNTY
CIVIC ACTION COMMITTEE

CC

5343 JEFFERSON STREET ¢ P. 0. BOX 723 ¢ MOSS POINT, MS 39563 ¢ (601) 769-3292

July 17, 1991

Dr. Elizabeth Nelm
Gulf Coast Community College
Post Office Box 100
Gautier, MS 39553

Dear Dr. Nelm:
Thank you for your support and agreeing to conduct a training on "Family Literacy” for our
Head Start siaff pre-service program. Your engagement date(s) and time are: September 6,

1991, 1:30 p.m. - 3:45 pm.

Ifyou need any audio/visual equipment, additional information or any type of assistance, please
contact Margie Joseph, Training Coordinator or Janice Hays, Program Director at 769-3292.

Again, thank you.

Sincerely,

Billy E.
Executive

hmw

D3
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"EAST PARK-LAND OF ENCHANTED LEARNING"

OPEN HOUSE
SEPTEMBER 10,

PROGRAM

Invocation———-——— ———

P.T.A. MOMENtS——— e o

Introduction of Staff—— -

Annie Mass

—-—~Sandra A. Noble

-—-Mary Hall, President

Overview of Programs
Resource—————— -

Sandra A. Noble

Parents in Education-—-————-

Technology — —

Sandra McCuller

-—-Ray Burdick
——Beverly Alexander

Lora Barber

Follow Through -
Question and Answer Perxiod
Classroom Visits

Membership

Refreshments

Martin Herrington
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To: Arthur Beasley, Co-Chair, MRCGR/ATEA
From: Elizabeth Nelns

Date: February 21, 1991

cubject: Preogram Proposal

Flease accept this as a program proposal for the Fall, 1991
MRGR,ATEA meeting.

Mecoc-Jackson County Campus has a Family Literacy Grant that is
unique in several ways: :

1. The program based on the Kenan Family Literacy
Model {Kentucky) is rarely found on a community college campuas. The
usual location for the program is in an =2lementary school. The

progran has the three- and four-year-old children of adults who do
not have a GED involved in a structured schoel readiness program in
the child care facility on campus while the children's primary
caregiver is involved in adult education and parenting classes.

The program alsc allows the caregiver to be involved in the child's
education in a structured environment.

2. The college students whe are enrolled in the child Care
Program spend part of the program's lab time working with the
Family Literacy Program's participants, thus being exposed to
another possible work experience.

I am proposing that a breakecut session to include the child care
program instructor who would talk about how family literacy has
worked with the college instructional program and to include the
family literacy coordinatox to discuss how family 1literacy has

worked with the college program.
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THURSDAY, October 3, 1991
1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Location: Hotel Lobby
4:60 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
. MIIGR Regional Council Mecting

Location: Board Room, 2nd
floor

30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Hospitality Hour and Exhibits Open

lLocation: Deer and Ship Island
Room

1'RIDAY, October 4, 1991
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Registration
Location: Hotcl Lobby
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
FExhibits Open
Location: Deer and Skip Island
l Room

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast
. lLocation: Exhibit Area
Deer and Ship Island
Room

'9 S am
Spouses Tour to Beauvoir and Lunch
Irv-ation: Deparis Hotel

- 10:15 a.m.
(qn ning Gcnual Scssion
[eation. Topaz Room

Welcome
. N e, Major General, Paul
Harvey,
LISAF (retired)
| ormer Commander
I Kcester Technical
Training Center

speaker: Deborah Saybalt
Ford Motor Company
“Topic: "Products of the
Future”
- Q cer: Mike Olivier
ERI C Director of the
Harrison

County Developmental

INDUSTRY SPEAKS --
TECHNICAL EDUCATION RESPONDS

of

Hosted by:  Jones Junior College
Mississippi Guif Coast Community College
Mississippi State Department of Education, Bureau of
Vocational, Technical and Adult Education

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Break
Location: Deer and Ship Island
Room

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Continuation of Gencral Session
Location: Topaz Room
11:45 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Luncheon
Location: Emerald/Crystal Room
Events: Awards Presentation
Recognition of ATEA Life
Members
Speaker: Jim McMurtray
Aerospace Education
Specialists
NASA, John C. Stenis
Space Center
Topic: "The Universal... Some
Assembly Required”
1:45 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Concurent Sessions
Topic A: *Partnerships With

Payoffs: Educating
Technicians For Aviation
Industry”

Speaker: John Fergus,
Dean of Instruction
Alabama Aviation and
Technical College

Topic B: "Business and Industry -
‘The Market of The
Future”

Speaker: Robert Mullins, Director

Resource and Coordinating

Unit For Economic
Development

Mississippi River and Gulf Region Conference

American Technical Education Association

1:45 p m. - 5:00 p.m.
Keesler Technical Training Center Tour
Location: Interactive Video and Air
Traffic Control Center
Arranged by Rita Hughson
Community College of The
Air Force

Atienders must sign up for tour when picking
up regstration psckets.

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
Break
Location: Deer and Ship Island
Room

2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Tour of Joint Industry Training Fadlity

Location: Mississippi Gulf Coast
Applied Technology and
Development Center

Topic: *Industrial Training

Partnerships”

Speaker: Johnny Tynes, Industrial

Coordinator

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Reception and Facility Tours

Location: J.L. Scott Marine
Bducation Center

Function: Heavy Hor d'ocuvres will
be served

Dress: Casual

SATURDAY, October 5, 1991
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Topic C:

.S&aker:

Speaker:

Hinds Community College

"Parent and Child Learning
Together For Tomotrow’s
Techn
Dr. Elizabeth Nelms,

" Asslstant Deaii for”

Leaming Resource Center

- Ray Burdick, Family

Literacy Program Director

Breakfast
Location: Emerald/Crystal Room
Topic: "Mississippi 2000”
Speaker: Dr. Dan Brook, Director
Mississippi 2000
10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Break
10:15 am. - 11:15 am.
Business Mocting
Location: Ball Room
Function: Business meeting and door

Prize drawings




Reorganizational Meeting
Camilla Reading Council

Where: West Elementary School (¥5/5)
When: Thursday, January 29, 1992 3:30
who: All interested teachers, teacher assistants, and principals

Program: Organization

B s W NN By B SN .

Greetings: '

We would like to invite you to what we believe is a very
special event-the reorganizational meeting of the Camilla
Reading Council of the International Reading Association.

The lnterhatiohal Reading Association (or IRA as it is
often called) is a professional organization for teachegs,
school administrators, pareats, and other individuals interested
in the teaching and improvement of reading for people of all

ages.
The first meeting will be at 3:30 on Thursday, January

29, 1992, at West Elementary.

A good IRA council needs people involved at all levels
of education, and people not jnvolved in education, but who are
interested in reading. Therefore, we hope you will be able to
attend this initial meeting and help us get our council re-
started. Please call me or come see me if you have any guestions
or would like additional information.

Will you please spread the word in your building? We want
as many peuple as possible to be involved so that we can share

lots of ideas and information.
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josisaippi Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice Pressdent
Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier. MS 3955
Telephone. 60114079602

January 8, 1992

Mayor Lewis Jackson
Moss Point City Hall
4412 Denny Street
Moss Point, MS 39563

Dear Mayor Jackson:

I am very interested in approaching your Improvements Committee to
promote a Family Literacy Program within your community. Since February
1991, our program has been in operation in Jackson County, first at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus and now at
East Park Elementary School on McCall Street.

Our program is designed to assist primary caregivers (parents, grand-
parents, step parents etc.) with pre-school age children 3 or 4 years old,
to work toward their GED completion while the children receive a High/Scope
Curriculum leading to school readiness. As of July five adults have received
their GED through this program. Since we have been enthusiastically accepted
into the Moss Point School District, I would certainly like to find a group
of qualified families who live within the district to £ill our program.

If you would like additional information regarding this program or if
you would prefer that I address your committee in person, I would be delighted
to honor your request. I can be reached at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College, Jackson County Campus at 497-9602 ext. #261. Please help me to
get the word out to those deserving families who would most benefit from this
unique program.

Sincerely,

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

RayBurdick, Family Literacy Program Coordinator
/"

RB:pat
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NATIO, ENTER

CcY.

401 S. 4th Avenue, Suite 610
Louisville, KY 40202-3449
(502) 584-1133 Fax (502) 584-0172

BOARD OF ADVISORS

Wally “Famous” Amos
President, Chip & Cookie, Inc.

Walter Anderson
Editor
Parade Magazine

Robert H. Atweli
President
American Council on Education

James E. Duffy
President-Communications
Capital Cities/ABC, Inc.

Dr. Bernard Cifford
Vice President
Apple Computer, Inc.

tonorable William Goodling
U.S. Representative,
Pennsylvania

Dr. Donald W. Ingwerson
Superintendent,
Jefferson Co. Public Schools

Mrs. Julie Mabus
First Lady of Mississippi

Robert Scott
President, North Carolina
Dept. of Community Colleges

Honorable Paul Simon
U.S. Senator, Illinois

Dr. Robert E. Stoltz
Vice President,
Southern Regional
Education Board

Dr. David P. Weikart
President

High/Scope Educational
Research Foundation

Dr. Heather Weiss
Director, Harvard Family

]: KC Research Project Center

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

October 8, 1991

Ray Burdick, Program Director

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Box 100, 2400 Highway 90

Gautier, Mississippi 39553

Dear Mr. Burdick:

The National Center for Family Literacy has been asked to serve as a
co-sponsor for a free book distribution to literacy programs. The
major sponsor is Feed The Children (the one who has collected
thousands of books) and the secondary sponsor (the one who will
pay for processing and shipping) is Christian Appalachian Project.
We have been asked to supply names and addresses of programs.

We have sent you name. You should be contacted directly by the
distributing agency, who will deliver the books to a central location,

free of charge. The books are to be used by your literacy groups at
your discretion. We hope these books will benefit your program.

Sincerely,

haron Darling, President 2

Thetoo

Meta Potts, Project Contact
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Chapter IIK

Educating, Reaching And Presenting The Program

LU




RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ADULT STUDENTS

In February ‘91, adult students from all literacy, ABE and GED
programs were invited to send studenti to Jackson, to share with
the Office of Literacy, ways to improve the quality of such
programs. The recommendations they made were compiled and sent to
all agencies. Since adults in other programs are often referred to
this program, these recommendations have been incorporated into the
Family Literacy Program whenever possible. In fact, they have been
used as criteria for judging its effectiveness for the past year
and one half (a summary of those recommendations is provided).

Whether or not these recommendations are all inclusive is not
the point. What is important is the fact that the Family Literacy
Program has been responsive to many of these recommendations
already. As a result, enrollment has been consistently above the
national average and at times near the upper limits of the maximum
number of families allowed at any one time. Within the Kenan
model, there has been the flexibility to corduct the program so as
to meet the participant’s needs. This sense of commitment to our
families has sparked continued interest and enrollment. Operating
within East Park Elementary has put us in a position to work more
effect vely with our current and future families. It is our hope
to one day become an integral part of the Moss Point School
District and the immediate community.

This discussion will focus on those recommendations presented

under Section I, REACHING ADULTS IN NEED on the next page.
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CRITERIA
FIRST MISSISSIPPI ADULT LEARNERS' CONFERENCE

February, 1991
RECOMMENDATIONS

Learners should tell others about the program.

More publicity about reading programs - TV, radio, church flyers, flea markets and
shopping centers - is needed.

Spread the word that learning has no age limit.-

Transportation and child care services would attract new learners.

Welfare mailouts should include information about reading programs.

'lt‘]eachers in public schools should know about programs so they can make parents aware of
them.

Social workers should help refer people to programs.

More black tutors are needed to reach black leamners.

Keeping Leamners in Literac

Learners should bring a new student to encourage them to enroll in the program.
Employers should help and encourage their employees to take advantage of the programs.
More days and times should be available for class instruction.

Instruction should be based on a person's reason for coming to the program.

Teachers and leamers should set reasonable goals.

More teachers are needed.

Patience and counseling to improve self-esteem will make learners want to stay in the
program.

To meet individual needs, there should be different kinds of classes such as one-on-one,
small group, or computer instruction.

Education should be connected to success in the workplace.

Teaching Adult Leamers

Instruction should help learners meet real life goals, such as figuring a bill at a restaurant
and working with a checking account.

Teaching techniques and materials should be whatever works best for the individual.
Teachers need good training.

Teachers need more assistants so learners can get individual help when needed.

The leaner must be involved in his own education process.

Good teachers start where learners are and are responsive to learners' nesds.

Teachers need patience, understanding, and a willingness to counsel learmers.

Leaming that Works for Adults

Hearing and vision checks should be available.

More practice materials should be available for the leamer to read.

Learners need progress reports.

Instruction should proceed at the learner's pace.

Learners need adult materials that challenge them and that are relevant to their lives.
Leamers need support and help from their families.

Learning is increased when learners work together and support one another.

42 ..
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Family Literacy and Public Relations

A community program of any nature, needs the support and
participation of the public, if it expects to make an impact on
that community. Since "“Literacy" has been the "buzz word" for
quite some time now, many are turned off by the constant barrage of
depressing statistics. Introducing a new program on the laurels of
previous literacy efforts, requires special handling.

Knowing the population is important. One has to understand
what these people have been through and what they are capable of
doing. The difficult part of the staff’s job is to convince them
why they should risk exposing themselves to this program. A
positive title 1like "Parents and Children Learning Together"
defuses any negative connotation and offers them a potentially
positive non-threatening learning experience.

Identifying which media sources to use logically follows as
well. Adults within this target population do not always make
themselves accessible to all media forms. By using as many avenues
as possible, it is likely the general public will become more
aware; many of those individuals who could benefit are approached;
and more referrals are possible. Civic groups, church groups, the
Health Department, Welfare agencies, library systems, local
newspapers, cable companies, radio stations and neighborhood
laundromats seem to cater to potential families and therefore

should become the focus of effort.
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POSTERS, FLIERS AND HANDOUTS

Due to networking efforts with the Central Office, Perkinston
Campus, 500 colored posters were developed at little expense. With
a little ingenuity and creativity, a poster was reduced to flier
size which could be easily folded and taken home for future
reference. A one page synopsis of the program was also prepared
for easy access to program information. Together, a ready packet
was available to give to potential families and interested groups.
Since our program has undergone a site change over the past 18
months, two different and yet similar packe:is are provided for
review. On the surface they appear identical, and yet each
contains updated information which is important for perspective
families. The first represents the site at Jackson County Campus
while the second shows the Moss Point location. Additionally,
there have been three updates to the program synopsis.
There has been a massive distribution of posters, fliers and
handouts to:

All branches of the Jackson-George County Library System.

All ABE/GED Instructors within the area.

Numerous Jackson County Campus Agencies/Programs having access

to potential family participants.

Community Centers, United Way, Welfare Department and other

community services agencies throughout Jackson County.

Branch banks of Hancock Bank in Moss Point and surrounding

areas.

The Moss Point School District for dissemination.

Local media organizations.
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HANDOUT

issisgippi Gulh Coast -
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President
Cuatis L. Davis, Vice President

jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
’ Telephone: 601/497-9602

1 PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and Children Learning Together

Parents work toward the GED
while
their 3- and 4- year old children

attend a quality pre-school.

WHERE: JC CAMPUS

WHEN : TUES +WED-+*THURS* 8:30-3:30

poOC :497=7602 721
45
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sssippi Gulh Coost

COMMU NITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

I

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
MEMORANDUM jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

TO: Media and Community Service Agencies
FROM: Elizabeth P. Nelms, Ph.D.
DATE: January 22, 1991

SUBJECT: Family Literacy Program

We are enthusiastically launching a new program which can benefit the

family as a whole, "Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. The major component
consists of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an
intergenerational setting. Wwhile the program consists of a childcare and

an adult education element, these elements are not separate Or distinct from
each other, but rather integrated together into a unique family learning
experience.

Our program will provide preschool childcare for up to 13 three and/or

four year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a support group and work
toward their GED; and most important, the unique advantage of participing
with their children in a unique learning experience. ‘Families selected

for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 A.M.
until 3:30 P.M. at the Jackson County Campus. Our projected starting date
is Tuesday February 5, 1991, and we anticipate an on-going enrollment

process.

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,

has been operating in the public school setting in selected areas of the
country. Our program would be the first ome chosen to operate in Mississippi
on a community college campus. We anticipate that our initial program

for family literacy will fill up quickly, so we strongly encourage anyone who
is interested, to please contact Reymond Burdick at 601/497-9602 Ext. #261 at

the Jackson County Campus.

We solicit your support in getting the word to those within our
communities who could benefit the most from such a unique and promising program.
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PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and Children Learning Together

Parents work toward the GED
while
their 3- and 4- year old children

attend a quality pre-school next door.

PROGRAM OFFERED AT
East Park Elementary School

SPONSORED BY
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College

Moss Point School District

FOR MOKE INFORMATION CALL
Ray Burdick 497-9602 Ext. 261

475-9866
67




sppi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE . Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Memorandum Telephone: 601/947-9602

TO: Media an@ Community Service Agencies
FROM: Elizabeth P. Nelus

DATE: January 30, 1992

RE: Family Literacy Program

We have enthusiastically launched an exciting program which can benefit the
family as a whole. "Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to brezk the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. Our program meets two of
the objectives of the National Performance Goals for Education: #1 Readiness for
School and #5 Adult Literacy and Lifelong Learning. The major component consists
of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an intergenerational
setting. While the program consists of a childcare and an adult education
element, these elements are not separate or distinct from each other, but rather
integrated together into a unique family learning experience.

Our program provides preschool childcare for up to 15 three (3) and/or
four (4) year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a support group and work
toward their GED; and most important, it provides an opportunity for them to
participate with their children in a unique .learning experience. Families
selected for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at East

Park Elementary School in Moss Point. .We anticipate an on-going enrollment
process.

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,
has been operating in the public school setting in selected areas of the country.
Our program was the first one selected to. operate in Mississippi on a community
college campus. At special invitation from the Moss Point School District, we
have re-located to this particular school. We strongly encourage anyone. who is
interested, to please contact Ray Burdick at 601/497-9602 Ext. #261 at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus or at 601/475-9866
at East Park Elementary School in Moss Point.

We solicit your support in getting the word to those within our communities
who could benefit the most from such a unique and promising program.
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E%@gs&‘ppi Gulf Coast

l : :COMMU NITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President
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Curtss L. Davis Vice President
Jackson County Campus

MEMORANDUM P.O). Box X)) Gautier. MS 10558

Telephone 6114074602

T0: Media ahd Community Service Agencies
FROM: Flizabeth P. Nelms, Ph.D.
DATE: October 24, 1991

RE: Family Literacy Program

We sre enthusiastically launching a new program which can benefit the
family as a whole, "Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. The major component
consists of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an
intergenerational setting. While the program consits of a childcare and
an adult education element, these elements are not separate or distinct from
each other, but rather integrated together into a unique family learning
experience.

Qur program will provide preschool childcare for up to 15 three and/or
four year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a support group and work
toward their GED; and most important, the unique advantage of participating
with their children in a unique learning experience. Families selected
for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at East Park
Elementary School in Moss Point. Since January 1991, we have had 2 GED
graduates and we anticipate two additional graduates before the end of the
year., We anticipate an on-going enrollment process.

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,
has been operating in the public school setting in selected aress of the
country. Our program was the first one selected to operate in Mississippi
on a community college campus. At special invitation from the Moss Point
School District, we have re-located to East Park Elementary School.

We anticipate that our program will £i1l up quickly, so we strongly
encourage anyone who is interested, to please contact Ray Burdick at
601/497-9602, Ext. #261 at the Jackson County Campus, or at 601/475--9866
at Fast Park Elementary School in Moss Point,

We solicit your support in getting the word to those within our
communities who could benefit the most from such a unigue and promising program.
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sissippi Culf Coost
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President

. Jackson County Campus
MEMORANDUM P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

TO: Media and Community Service Agencies
FROM:  Elizabeth P, Nelms, Ph.D.

DATE:  July 29, 1991

RE: Family Literacy Program

We are enthusiastically launching a new program which can benefit the
family as a whole, "Parents and Children Learning Together" is a program
designed to break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy. The major component
consists of working with both the parent and the preschool child in an
intergenerational setting. While the program consists of a childcare and
an adult education element, these elements are not separate or distinct from

each other, but rather integrated together into a unique family learning
experience.

Our program will provide preschool childcare for up to 15 three and/or
four year olds; an opportunity for parents to have a sapport group and work
toward their GED; and most important, the unique zdvantage of participating
with their children in a unique learning experience. Families selected
for this program will meet Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at East Park
Elementary Scliool in Moss Point. Our projected starting date at this new

location is Tuesday August 20, 1991, and we anticipate an on-going enrollment
process,

This program, based on the Kenan Family Literacy Model of Kentucky,
has been operating in the public school setting in selected areas of the
country. Our program was the first one selected to operate in Mississippi
on a communiiy college campus, At special invitation from the Moss Point
School Discrict, we are re-locating to this particular school. We anticipate
that our program will fill up quickly, so we strongly encourage anyone who
is interested, to please contact Ray Burdick at 601/497-9602 Ext. #261 at

the Jackson County Campus, or at 601/475-9866 at Kast Park Elementary School
in Moss Point.

We sclicit your support in getting the word to those within our
communities whe could benefit the most from such a unigue and promising program,
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Expanding Awareness through the Media

Oover the past 18 months, a concentrated effort has been made
to exhaust every possible avenﬁe of reaching the public. In
addition to handouts, fliers and posters, we have had the
opportunity to use the graphics department at Jackson County Campus
to laminate and mount several of our products into table fold-out
displays for use during formal presentations and Adult Basic
Education (ABE) Conferences. Our display during the recent ABE
Conference in Laurel, Mississippi, generated interest among program
coordinators from other parts of the state. To reach yet another
segment of the population, much effort has been spent in using
television, radio, cable, local and community newspapers. Points
of contact can be identified by contacting the agency and
asking for the person responsible for public relations. Once this
process is started, submit the proposed article etc., which meets
program needs and complies with their requirements. After the
agency has published the article or run the advertisement, follow-
up with a letter of appreciation. This will promote good relations
and assure their willingness to cooperate with you in the future.
A small gesture of gratitude results in substantial potential later

on. The following samples show the scope of involvement.
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ssiseippi Gulf Coast
) COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Cautier, M5 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

July 24, 1991

Ms. Tammy Devers
Sammons Communications
P.0. Drawer 1818
Pascagoula, MS 39567

Dear Ms. Devers:

In the interest of keeping your audience up-to-date on what is
happening in your viewing area, I would like to make you aware of an
exciting program designed to break the intergenerational cycle of
literacy in the family. This program has been going on now since
January 1991 at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson
County Campus and now we are moving to the Moss Point School District
at their special invitation. This information flyer should cover all
the pertinent details. :

I would certainly appreciate any publicity you can give this
wonderful program on your cable network.

Sincerely,
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

B _L_./L(

Rayafond Bdrdick
Family Literacy Program Cecordinator

RB:pat
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

STH DISTRICT, MISSISSIPPI

July 24, 1991

Ray Burdick

Mississippi Gulf Coast

Community College

Jackson County Campus
~ P.0. Box 100

Gautier. MS 39553

' GENE TAYLOR

Dear Ray:

Thank you sc much for the copies of the Sun
Herald article. Your continued support and
encouragement’ means a great deal to me.

Please keep me posted on your Family
Literacy Program’s move to Moss Point. It is
good to see programs like this implemented in
our district, and I am glad you are doing all
you can to bring literacy to more people in

Mississippi.

If I can be of any assistance to you in the

l future, please do not hesitate to ask.
' Sinc ly yours,

Vece

NE TAYLOR
;o4 Member of Congress
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PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and Children Learning Together

Parents work toward the GED
while
their 3- and 4- year old children

attend a quality pre-school next door.
JULY 25, 1991

I' d like to thank K-99 FM for it's airtime early in the year in making the
public aware of our family program, which has exceeded all expectations. A
total of 9 families have been actively involved over the last 6 months; and I' d i
like to extend the invitation to other deserving families within Jackson County.

The program " Parents and Children working Together," is moving from Jackson
County Campus to the East Park Elementary School in Moss Point, at the expressed -
invitation of the Moss Point School District. We hope to rapidly expand to a total
of 15 families when the school year reopens on August 19th.

To join, you need a pre-school child 3 or &4 years of age; and the primary care-
giver—-- a parent, grandparent etc., who is willing to work toward their GED. There |
are no economic restrictions as to which families qualify. }

If you are interested or simply curious about getting more information about
this program, call Jackson County Campus at extension 261 or the East Park Elementary
School at 475-9866.

Your call may be the start c¢f a new beginning for yourself and your child.
Thanks again, K-99 for spreading the word.

54 7 4




W

;{'&mmunlty News

Community college to start
new literacy program
*‘GAUTIER — The Mississippi Gull
Coast Community College, Jackson
County campus, is launching a new
" program geared for the: family and
toracy. ’

Called “Parents and Children Leamning
Together,” ii is designed to break ihe
cycle of poverty and liiiteracy.

its maijor component consists of work-
ing with both the parent snd praschool
child in the same setting. The childcare
and adult education eiement are inte-
grated Into a unique tamily learning

experience.
The program will provide preschool up
bﬂnmdam&‘l’huowﬂlbﬂm

" opporiunity for parents 10 have & support
..groupu\dbwrklowardmeeo.

§. .
Based on the Kenan Family Literacy
Mode! of Kentucky, this will be the first

tie It Is ofered in Mississippi.
~#Anyons Interested Is asked o call
‘ffymond Burdick &t 497-9602, ext. 261.
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County Campus for information.

Volunteers
tax returns

Sixty-three volunteers completed
the five day Tax-Aide course con-
ducted by the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons (AARP) at
the Jeff Davis Campus of the Mis-
sissippi Guif Coast Community
College last week.

These volunteers, under the
auspices of the Internal Revenue
Service's Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (TCE) Program, will
operate the sixteen AARP Tax-Aide
sites established in the six southem
counties of the state. These
counties comprise the Gulf Coast
Area of the AARP Tax-Aide
Program in Mississippi.

The Tax-Aide sites in Jackson
County will be in operation as fol-
lows: Ocean Springs - Public
Library; each Thursday, 1-5 p.m.,
Feb. 7 thru April 11. Gautier -
Public Library, each Thursday, 1-5
p.m., Feb. 7 thru Apeil 11.

Caendar

FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAM

MGCCC is launching a new program where parents can work
toward their GED while their three and four-year-old children can
| attend pre-school. Families selected for this program will be meet
| Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. untl 3:30
p.m. at the Jackson County Campus. Our projected starting date is
Tuesday, Feb. 5, and we anticipate an on-going cnrollment peocess.
L Contact Raymond Burdick at 497-9602 Ext. #261 at the Jackson

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

There will be a General Membership Meeting of the Gautier

Dixic Girls Softball Leaguc at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31, at the

Singing River EPA Building in Gautier. All inieresied coaches,
pmmsorprespectivecoachecnewgedtom;d.

MISSISSIPPI THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 1991

free

Mr. Maury Herman, Gulf Coast
Area Coordinator for the Tax-Aide
Program, said the service is desig-
ned primarily to help order persons
with the preparation of their federal
and state income tax forms and 10
apprise them of the special benefits
to which they may be entitled. “Our
Counselors, many of whom are
retired business and professional
people with considerable ex-
perience in tax matters, are trained
to do this,” said Mr. Herman,

Persons  desiring  assistance
should being with them copies of
their previous year's federal and
state tax returns and the forms they
received for the cumrent tax year,
including W-2's/2P’s, 1099's and
other relevant materials showing
income for the year. For further in-
formation about the service, call
Mr. Herman, 875-9767.

Gautier woman receives
Caregiver award
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March of Dimes
essay contest
announced

The fifth annual March of Dimes
Essay Contcst sponsored by Blue
Cross & Blue Shicid of Mississippi
is now in progress.

This essay contest is open to all
7th through 12th grade students.
Entitled “When Will 1 Be Ready To
Be A Parent?”, this contest is
designed to make students more
aware of the responsibilitics of
being a good parent and the
problems of adolescent parenthood.

Essays should be no more than
500 words and must be typed or
handwritten in black ink. Judging
will be based on Content (insight
into the factors involved in being a
parent, recognition of the problems
of adolescent parenthood and the
medical risks to infants bom to
adolescents); Grammar  (correct
spelling, grammar and sentence
structure); and Style (writing tech-
nique).

Eight local winners will be selec-
ted from each of the two categories
— 7th through 9th grades and 10th
through 12th grades. Each local
winner will receive a $100 savings
bond and the state winners (onc
from each category) will cach
reccive a $500 savings bond
donated by Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi.

Deadline for entrics is Monday,
Feb. 4, and should be sent to:
March of Dimes, 4800 McWillie
Circle, Suite A4, Jackson, MS
39206.

Local winners will be announced
after March 4 and State winners
will be announced at an Awards
Luncheon on March 27.

Students urged
to enter Welty
writing contest

WMicotnniomn® hist
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pi Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Teiephone: 601/947-9602

January 13, 1992

WZZJ Radio
5115 Telephone Road
Moss Point, MS 39563

Dear Sir:

I would appreciate it very much if you could help us put the word out
to your listening public about a program that is free to your community.

We offer a Family Literacy Program called "Parents and Children Learning
Together" at East Park Elementary on McCall (near the Tower). It involves
a parent, grandparent, step-parent, single parent or anyone designated as the
primary caregiver for a 3 or 4 year old child. The adult has to want to work
towards his or her GED, while the pre-school child learns readiness skills.
During one hour each day, both children and adults work together. Families
meel Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. each week. We
have been highly successful so far, with five (5) GED recipiants since July.

We are looking for some interested families, primarily in the Moss Point
School District. Up until now, we have worked with families throughout
Jackson County. Please help us tc get the word to those families who could
benefit the most from such a unique program.

Sincerely,

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

By

Ray Burdick, Family Literacy Program Coordinator

P.S. We will be set-up at Singing River Mall this Saturday January 18, 1992
in the Community Booth to display our program.

63 é?{)
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While the following sample could have been grouped with the
previous ones, it does provide a transition to yet another way of
advertising within the immediate community. Singing River Mall in
Gautier, Mississippi, is a popular place for families to go on the
weekends. It is often used as a convenient location for local
organizations to host various types of competitive events and to
display community programs and booths.

In January of 1992, a local beauty pageant was being conducted
in the mall facility. This provided an excellent opportunity not
only to advertise the program but also to involve our families.
The community booth displayed program posters, fliers and handouts,
a handout developed by the school for this event, photo album and
activity display boards to the general public, while participating
families had a chance to discuss their program with others. The

following samples highlight this event.




VAKENA afid CHILD LUUCA'A'{()N
Parents and Children Learning Together

4 JANUARY 192

WE HOPE THAT YOUR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY WAS A BRIGHT ONE. AND THAT YOU
ARE READY TO HEAD BACK TO THE "LAND OF ENCHANTMENT" AND THE * WORLD OF
LEARNING", IT WILL SURE BE NICE TO GET US ALL BACK TOGETHER AGAIN,

WE ARE STARTING THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT, BY GIVING EVERYONE A
CHANCE TO SHOW OFF THEIR."STUFE" SO TO SPEAK., WE HAVE THE COMMUNITY
BOOTH AT SINGING RIVER MALL FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 18th FROM 9 TO 2 PM,
HAVING YOU COME BY DURING THAT TIME WOULD BE A REAL TREAT. SPEND SOME
TIME WITH US AND .ET IT BE KNOWN THAT WE ALL ARE A PROUD AND STUBBORN
BUNCH OF HARD WORKING KIDS AND ADULTS,

WE WISH YOU WELL IN THIS NEW YEAR AND WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU AGAIN AT EAST PARK,

SINCERELY,

'z
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'YDREAMS CAN COME TRUE

:THROUGH THE

A
The (nchanted fand
g( éurmy

» 400 students in grades I-6

host achool for Parents and Qrildren
Yorking Together, a PCOgram adafniste: -
by the Mississippl Gulf Coast dnloc
College which provides early chitahooc
ecation for preschool childrea whiie
parents complete GED courses

Zast Park Biesentary
4025 KcCall Street

Hoss Point, Mlxsissippl 39563
601-475-9866

CUSCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT

DATE: Saturday, Janaary 18, 1992 JACKSON COUNTY
REGISTRATION: 10:00 a.m.

[

DIRECTOR
FOUR AG jrgaiss2ux Ders S
IR SO i o
*CINDERELLA TOT e SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT ~  orde i
(AGES 3-6) deadline to avold late fee.) presents the Pass a:rv$
CINDERELLA MISC Jackson County Prellminary (“O
At e
A (AGES 10-12) Thi comt b v Bt g ey g o' T 1 &mf"‘t-’“"\} *C(\e(
thbbchdd]ue?i&fludl&l”ln!ouhwhgcndd* %e
Cinderef; s Baby Zd:vmoc.s(o-llmmgnl:dW‘ fﬁo
Prince Charming mum o \)0

Cinderella Tot /,y.,u%\ 6 Ca‘\

Clndcnthui-tu‘Mis

- . -
‘ ¥

e BEST GOPY AVAILABLE
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Jhe {nchanted fand
gf {earmf:j

400 students In grades I-¢

varlety of organizatlional patterns used
to meet individual needs, including team
teaching, self-contalned classes, and
departmentaljzation

regular basal programs, plus speclai
programs which include resource ciassas
for special needs, LIPT classes for the
gifted, computer technology, speech
therapy, music, iibrary, and physical
education

computer based instructional management
aystem gonltors Individual progress
toward basic skills goals

host achool for Parents and Children
¥orking Together, a program adminlstered
by the Mississlppl Gulf Coast Junior
College which provides early childhood
education for preschool children while
pirents complete GED courses

Eagst Park Elementary

4025 McCail Street

Moss Polnt, Mississippl 39563
601-475-9866




Generating Enthusiasm Within the School and Community

In generating enthusiam within the school and community
the quality of services available to our families has been
outstanding. East Park Elementary School and the Moss Point School
District have received national recognition for "Linking Special
and General Education Services Through Direct Instruction". With
the addition of our unique family program to their 1list of
innovative approaches to education, the potential exists for even
greater possibilities in the future. A concentrated effort is
being made to invelve the School District to eventually assume a
more administrative influence over the program. Our immediate task
at East Park Elementary School has been to work closely within the
school structure, to promote the progressive and professional
attitudes which thrive in this particular district.

The following samples show our commitment to working hand-in-
hand with East Park Elementary School and Moss Point School
District. Staff and families alike have been strongly encouraged
to participate in as many activities sponsored by the school as
they can, while we encourage the school staff’s participation in
our program events.

Since January 1992, much effort and coordination has been done
to prepare for the 1992-93 school term. Once again, the Moss Point
School District has taken the initiative to keep our program in its
currcnt facility. We anticipate another year of outstanding

support. The following samples show the depth and breadth of our

school involvement.
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Linking Special and General Education Services

Througr. Direct Instruction

Moss Point School District
Moss Point, Mississippi

ertainly one of the more
common themes in special educa-
tion is the potential linkage of
spocial and general education
services. Consultation models, peer
coiizboration between teachers, a
common curricuia, and adaptive
teaching strategies are but a few of
the proposed solutisns o what s,
at dmes, a marriage of inconve-
nience. Too often, where there is
the promise of a meaningful '
dialogue between special and
general education thereisalsoa
relentless and mundane exchange
of paperwork — referrals, repocts
from school psychologists, IEPs,
letters to parents, and so forth.

But there are occasions when
special and general educz.ion
services are unified, and the two do
work in concert. There are even
instances where the district’s special
education program dramatically
influences its general education
practices. Such is the case in the
Moss Point School Distsict.

You have to look closely to find
Moss Point on the map. This
Mississippi gulf coast town, about
30 miles east of Biloxi on the
Alabama border, has a handful of
elementary schools, two junior
highs, and one high achool. Of the

6,000 students, almost ten percent
of them receive some kind of
special edxcation services.

Direct Instruction has been used
in Moss Point for over 2 decade in
special education. The reasons for
this -— and the levels of success —
have been fairly typical. Special
educators chose an array of DI
programs to remedy deficiencies in
reading, mathematics, and lan-
guage. The Reading Mastery series,
Corrective Reading (Decoding and
Comprehension), Spelling Mastery,
DISTAR® Arithmetic and the
Corrective Mathematics modules, and
the DISTAR Language programs
have been used throughout the day
in special education classrooms.
Easing Transfer to the
Mainstreamed Classroom

Specdial educators in Moss Point
always have been pleased with the

Ginger Hollimon, the district’s
special education director, “Every
once in a while one of our special
education students was reading just
fine in the Resding Mastery pro-
grams, but had a harder time than

the others adjusting to the
mainstreamed classroom. The
kinds of interactions expected of
these few students in the regular
classroocm made transfer [of reading
skills] difficult.”

In pull-out classes, the special
education students had been taught
in very small groups, with ample
feedback and direct contact. Natu-
rally, this teacher-student ratio
could not be maintained in the
mainstreamed class. Deborah
Millender, a spedal educatio.
teacher at the time, noted, “They
didn’t volunteer; they felt intimi-
dated at asking questions; and
when they didn’t know a word,
they just froze.”

Special educators addressed this
problem by working directly in
mainstreamed classrooms as
assistants to the regular teacher.
They spend most of their time with
mainstreamed students and others
who were having academic difficul-

- tes.

Millender felt hat this coopera-
tive assistance helped in many
ways. Obviously, the teachers
apprediated the assistance during
their reading period. But they also
began to see how much progress
the special education students had




made in their Direct instruction
pull-out classes. The recurrent
message was that Direct Instruction
was effective in teaching low
achieving students. Eventually,
many saw that the DI curricula
addressed their needs. As a result,
several elementary schools in Moss
Point have shifted to a Direct
Instruction emphasis in their regular
primary grades.

Enhancing the Mainstreamed
Classroom Through Direct
Instruction

In 1978, the general success of
the Direct Instruction programs in
special education caught the
attention of Mary Alfred, principal
of East Park Elementary School.

" Most of her students, although

mainstreamed, were academically
at-risk. She instituted DISTAR
Reading I, 11, and III (the precursors
of SRA’s Reading Mastery series) in
the primary grades. Teachers were
reluctant to use the new program at
first, but the systematic phonics and
the obvious student growth by the
middle of the year convinced
teachers at East I'ark that Direct
Instruction was the best program
for their students.

Success in the pr. way graues
carried over inte the upper grades.
Fifth grade teachers were im-
pressed with the charge in the
younger students. They too had
many students who couldn’t read,
or whose reading was borderlire.
Mary Alfred suggested that the fifth
grade teachers use the Corrective
Reading Program. However, she

“If you give me the
funds for the Direct
Instruction programs,
I'll guarantee success.”

—Mary Alfred, Principal

offered it only under the condition
that, if the teachers liked it, they
needed to make a commitment to it.
In requesting financial support
from the superintendent, Alfred
told him, “If you give me the funds
for the DI programs, I'll guarantee
success.”

The chart below shows the
dramatic change in student perfor-
mance at East Park for fourth and
sixth graders in reading, mathemat-
ics, and language. The school once
had the lowest level of achievement
in the district. Now, Alfred notes,
“the majority of the high school
honor students come from East
Park. We feel that the programs
build success, and that students
know what they can do. It changes
their self-esteem. Part of this has to
do with the way the programs have
taught teachers how to give praise.”

In 1985. Moss Point changed its
standardiz d tests to the Stanford
Achievement Test. Taking the
change in measures into consider-
ation, performance levels have
remained the same, or slightly
higher.

In the last few years, East Park
has implemented even more Direct
Instruction. DISTAR Arithmetic is
used in the first grade and SRA's
Corrective Math modules are used

selectively threugh the end of the
third grade.

Last year another Moss Point
school—Kreole Elementary
School—followed East Park’s
model. Most of the students at
Kreole, while not as low academi-
cally as East Park, still qualified for
Chapter | services. Reading Mastery
was chosen as the core reading
program for the first three grades.
In the combination third and fourth
grade classroom, teachers also use
Spelling Mastery and Corrective
Math.

Mary Alfred has good reason to
be pleased with the influence she—
and in no small way, the district’s
special education program—has
had in the Moss Point Schools. The
PTA at East Park has grown from
virtually nothing to a vital commu-
nity organization. Alfred attributes
this change to the SRA programs.

“Through the student achieve-
ment, we showed parents that
school wasn’t a place to fear, a place
to avoid. Parents are proud in
sending their children to East Park.
Before, they used to send them to
other schoals in Moss Point. [ think
all of this came about through our
commitment to kids and changing
their self-esteem through better
academic abilities.”

As a fitting touch to these many
accomplishments, Mary Alfred was
nominated by her fellow principals
for the National Distinguished
Principal Award for the State of
Mississippi, an honor which she
won in 1989. This award was in
recognition of her decade of service
and accomplishments at East Park.

Percentiie Growth on the California Achievement Test

4th 6th 4th 6th

1978 12 9 15 1 18 12

1984 45 42 63 51 53 40
Reading Mathematics Language

For more information about Direct Instrution programs, contact your SRA Representative or wrile

SRA, Atn: Direct Instruction, 155 North Wacker Drive, Chicago, [L.. 60606

Copyright © 1981, SAA. & dvision of the MacrmilianAoGrsw-HIE Schoot Publiehing Compeny. Al rigihms reesrved.

Fricind In 1he Uniied States of America.
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Moss Point School District

R C v CRONIN SUPERUNTE NDE N
4924 CHURCH STRET?Y
WOISS POINT AIQIQKIR NG T
TEOEMONE B0t 4R 10
DIRECTORS ASSISTAWT SUPERINTENDENTS OIRECTORS
ME Bl ¢ *A s WAl b M DAVID MEADOWS I STAN WOODWARIDY GINANC
DR VIRGIMNIA HOLE 8A0 0 P CIALE Tt ATk, MR BACHTL CARPENILR AEEARDRE W £ IS VOO ATIONAL § DUCATE N
August 6, 1991
TO: Elizaketh Nelms
Sandra Noble
FROM: C. H. Cronin, Superintencent

SUBJECT: Pre-school Program at East Park and Gulf
Coast Community College

The purpose of this memorandum is to summarize the
August 6, 1991, discussion on operating the pre-school
program at East Park:

1.

Two rooms shall bc used, one for pre-school
students and the other for adult students
with parenting responsibilities for the
children. Approximately fifteen will be
assigned to each room.

Pre-school students may apply for frece or
reduced meals and will be scheduled in the
cafeteria under their teacher's supervision.
The school district's procedures will be
used as directed by Ms. Noble.

Adults will pay the adult rates for all
meals and eat in their assigned room. The
adults will go through the cafeteria serving
line and use trays, then return trays after
eating to the cafeteria prior te 12:15 for
dishwashing.

Adults will dress and behave as role models
for students. Dress shall be clean, neat,
not vulgar and reflective of normal dress
to include shirts and shoes.

Ms. Noble, as principal, may suspend up to
ten days any pre-school student or adult
student for violation of scltool rules and
unacceptable conduct or dress.

Automobiles of adult students shall be parked
on the north side of the school. If parking

is not adequate, Ms. Noble will provide
directions.
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7. Flexibility in using the library and the
music tcacher's scrvices will be considerced
after August 25, 1991. Beginning immediately,
library matcrials and equipment may be checked
out of the library for classroom usc.

8. Studcent monitoring of thosc enrolied in the
pre-school program shall be performed by the
Junior College staff.

The reductions caused by the State's financial cuts
will reduce flexibility at the school, and require more
cooperative efforts. However, we are very excited about
the program and the opportunity to work together. Hopefuilly,
the program will be a great success.

CHC:rrh
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£ast Park Elementary School
4025 McCall Street

Moss Point, Mississippi 38563

(601) 475-9866

Prncipal

Mrs. Sandra Page Noble

1991-92

Assistant Prnncipal

Mrs. Annie L. Mass

EAST PARK SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Kindergarten Round-up

Open House

August 15, 1991

Fall Festival.

September 10, 1991

November 1, 1991

Parents' Day

Christmas Bags for Students

December 17, 1991

Fund Raisger

December 19, 1991

Raffle

October 1991

Grandparents' Day—-—-

Jamuary 15, 1992-
February 3, 1992

Black History Program—-

February 14, 1992

Spring Dance

February 25, 1992

Spring ‘Festival

Harch 6, 1992

Teachers' Appreciation

April &, 1992

May 1992

Six Grade Field Trip

Field Day

To Be Announced
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Ij' ,.{ COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

WE INVITE YOU AND YOURS TO AN:

EVENT: OPEN HOUSE

WHERE: EAST PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
4025 McCall Street
Moss Point, MS 39563

WHEN: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1991
AT 7:00 PM

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THEN.
/d aaw/, lrw "/@J

PARENT and CHILD EDUCATION

Parents and Children Learning Together

\ .
y il ﬁ
_ 4
~ ! s i /
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r %
» .
:
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Dear Pre-School and Kindergarten Parent,

The "Parents and Children Learning Together" program in
conjunction with the follow through program, are pleased to
announce that the Jackson County Sheriff's Department will be
at school to fingerprint your child for safety purposes if
you give us your permission.

During the week of September 23rd, we will be giving your
child a permission slip for vou to £fill out and returm to school.
This permission is absolutely necessary.

The Sheriff's Department will be here on Thursday, October
3rd from 9:00a.m. until 10:30a.m. for this purpose. Fingerprint
cards will be returned to you for your safe keeping.

We hope to extent this service to the rest of the s.udent
body at a later time with minimum disruption to school or
student activities.

Anyone wishing to have their child fingerprinted at another
time, can do so by contacting the Sheriff's Department and
making their own arrangements.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger. President

Curtis L. Dawis. Vice President
jackson County Campus

P.C). Box 100 Gautier MS 39551
Telephone 601 49™.0K)2

Dear Teacher,

Nl aam ..

You are invited to help us celebrate our first GED graduate

here in your school.

Mrs. Kathy Cole plans to stay in the program to help other mother's
work toward their GED's. Kathy is getting ready to take her ACT

to start Nursing School in the fall.

We are very proud of her and would like for you to join in our
celebration.

There will be a cake in the family learning classroom today in honor

of Mrs. Cole please feel freze to stop by anytime today to share in
this exciting time.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you all for
making us feel so welcome in your school, your great!

GOOD JOB KATHY!

Sincerely,
Ra rdick

i

P Jones

Kathy Cole with daughter Amanda

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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. AN
ACTIVE
PARTICIPANT
IN THE
SPIRIT
OF THE

SCHOCL

THE SCHOOL CONDUCTED A DOOR DECORATING CONTEST WHICH GOT
OUR STAFF AND FAMILIES INVOLVED.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




To:

From:

gppi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

MEMORANDUM

MRS, NOBLE, PRINCIPAL Date: 3 JANUARY 192

RAY Re: PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING
HAPPY NEW YEAR! I SINCERELY HOPE THAT THE COMING YEAR WILL BE AS PRODUCTIVE AND
REWARDING AS '91 HAS BEEN FOR ALL OF US, ESPECIALLY OUR PRCGRAM, WE ARE LOOKING
FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU AND YOUR STAFF IN THE UPCOMING MONTHS,

IN ANTICIPATION OF RENEWED FUNDING IN JULY, DR, NELMS AND I HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO
PREPARE FOR THE '92-193 SCHOOL YEAR, AT YOUR CONVENIENCE, I'D LIKE TO DISCUSS
WITH YOU WHEN WE NEED TO SHUT DOWN FOR THE SUMMER AND WHAT EQUIPMENT COULD BE LEFT
HERE FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS,

SINCERELY,

L







pi Gul§ Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Dr. Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson Gounty Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/947-9602

April 8, 1992

Dr. Cronin

Superintendent of Schools
Moss Point School District
4924 Church Street

Moss Point, MS 39563

Dear Dr. Cronin:

On behalf of Dr. Nelms (Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College,
Jackson County Campus), Eloise Johnson (State Department of Education),
my staff and participating families, I would like to extend my grateful
appreciation to you and your East Park Elementary staff for the wonderful

_year we have had. Your eagernmess to take our Family Literacy Program

under your umbrella has given our program a positive thrust within the
community. Our enrollment has doubled since the school year began in
August; and the number of GED recipients has increased tremendously.

As this school year draws to a close, we are looking foward to the
1992-93 term with great enthusiasm and promise. We anticipate an even
greater community response this coming year, because our program has
already made u difference to a number of well-deserving families, who
in turn will spread.the word. Your fantastic facilities and educational
environment have given us an edge over other programs of this type
which cannot be strictly weasured in terms of dollars and cents.

We are looking foward to another fantastic year, a year with
increased involvement in East Park Elementary School and your school
district. We request your continued interest in our Family Literacy
Program by making your facilities again available to us. I will work
closely with Mrs. Noble and staff at East Park Elementary School, to

provide the necessary security of school and program equipment during
the summer recess. '

Sincerely,

A A

Burdick, Family Literacy Coordinator

RB:pat

CC: Dr. Carpenter
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ipbi. Gult Coast
ssiosppl. culp Coast.

Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

Dear Teacher,

You are invited to help us celebrate another GED graduate in
your school.

Mrs. Betty Taylor is planning on taking her ACT to start Nursing
school in the fall.

We are proud of her and would like for you to join in our celebration.
There will be a cake in the family learning classroom Thursday

April 23rd in honor of Mrs. Taylecr. Please feel free to stop by anytim
to share in this exciting time.

GOOD JOB BETTY!

Sincerely,

Ray Burdick

/Z%

d “
Betty Taylor and Brandy

1iei
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Moss Point School District

DR.C. H. CRONIN, SUPERINTENDENT
4924 CHURCH STREET
MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPI
Telephone 801-475-1533

DIRECTORS ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTY DIRECTORS
MR. JERAY ALEXANDER, ATHLETICS DR. RACHEL CARPENTER MR. STAN WOQDWARD, FINANCE
DR. LINDA M. STEWART, OPERATIONS MAS. VONCEL LETY, FOOD SERVICES
DR. ADELE LEDFORD, SPECIAL EDUCATION MR. ANDREW ELLIS, VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

April 24, 1992

Mr. Ray Burdick

Family Literacy Coordinator

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Post Office Box 100

Gautier, Ms 39553

Dear Mr. Burdick:

Ms. Noble and I alsc look forward to another fantastic year
for the Family Literacy Program. We are equally pleased that East
Park Elementary school has been a beneficial partner.

Thanks for your contributions.

Sincerely,
Vea’s //
/
Crepan,
Superintendent

CHC/ts
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T jocissippi Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

o Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
/ Jackson County Campus
P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602
Know what's special
about this

thank you? 4 MAY, 1991

DEAR MOMS,
I WOULD LIKE TO TAKW THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ; N\\)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FANTASTIC SUPPORT DBRING OUR \¢ W

REGCENT AUDIT INSPECTION FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUGATION

ON THURSDAY, APRIL 30 th. WE WERF. PREPARED, IMPRESSIVE:AND THE TEAM

REMARKED FAVORARLY ON OUR FACILITIES AND PARTICIPANT INTFRVIEWS,
THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

SINCERZLY .
-}

o e
/7/
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pi. Gulf Coast

COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
May 6, 1992 ? O Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

Dr. Cronin

Superintendent of Schools
Moss Point School District
4924 Church Street

Mocss Point, MS 39563

Dear Dr. Cronin:

On behalf of Dr. Nelms and my staff, I would like to thank you
and Sandra Noble, Principal of East Park Elementary School, for
your enthusiastic support during our recent inspection from the
State Department of Education. Our Family Literacy Program was
looked at thoroughly, from a team visit to East Park Elementary
School and our facilities, to interviews with our participants, and
finally a review of our administrative functions and documentation.
All areas were rated outstanding during the formal review session
at the Perkinston Campus. A written copy of the report will be
fowarded to you when it becomes available.

While our prospects for the 1992-93 year are brighter, your
l eagerness to once again have us share your facilities has sparked
a renewed enthusiasm in all of us. We certainly will try to
duplicate our 7 GED recipients again next year. We will definitely
be able to give all of our families the hope for a brighter future
I through continued self-improvement and education; and the awareness
that Moss Pcint School District and East Park Elementary School are
innovative and creative places where learning can e exciting. Our
l program, "Parents and Children Learning Together® typifies the
motto of our school: "“The Enchanged Land of Learning". Ask any

' family and they would certainly agree.

Again, thank you for your continued and renewed support.

Sincerely

Burdick, Family Literacy Coordinator

gM

RB:pat
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dppi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Barry L. Mellinger, President

Royce B. Luke, Vice President
Jackson County Campus
PO Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
May 6, 1992 Telephone: 601/497-9602

Dr. Cronin

Superintendent of Schools
Moss Point School District
4924 Church Street

Moss Point, MS 39563

Dear Dr. Cronin:

Since the majority of my families are receiving some form of
public assistance, I would like to offer the following proposal for
your consideration.

The formal school year ends May 29, 1992, and our funding
cycle ends June 30, 1992. My staff and I will switch to the
Jackson County Campus for the remainder of that period to prepare
for next year. It has been brought to my attention that those
people on public assistance will have to transfer to the Jackson
County Campus for the sum er, if they hope to continue their public
assistance benefits. In so doing, their pre-school children will
not have the opportunity to continue their High/Scope Program and
child care will become a problem.

Would there be any possibility of work‘ g our program schedule
at a reduced level for a portion of the time for the month of June.
I understand that Mrs. Noble will be on contract until June 12,
1992 and she recommended discussing this proposal with you. If a
four day morning session from 8 A.M. to 12 Noon could be conducted,
meals would r.ot be a problem; both family members could receive
their basic programs; and public assistance would not be
interrupted or cancelled. I would accept responsibility for the
security and upkeep of the school during those mornings while we
are here.

I would certainly be receptive and responsive to your
consideration of this matter. 1In the meantime, I will work with
Dr. Nelms at the campus to identify alternatives there.

Sincerely,

_,¢{A 4/1fi*,4£ii¢7///

Ray Burdick, Family Literacy Coordinator

RB:pat
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. iogiosippt Gulf Coast

COMMU NITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellin

Curtis L. Davis,
jackson Cou

P.O. Box 100 G.
Telephone: 6

Dear Teacher,

You are invited to help us celebrate another GED graduate in
your sghool.

Mrs. Tamara McMullin has rec€:ved her GED making the highest s
we have seen. Tamara has also started working as a Veterinary
istant in Gautier. She plans to continue her education at MGCC
Jackson County Campus, ftajoring in Veterinary Medicine.

We are very proud of her and would like for you to join in our
celebration.

There will be a cake in the Family Learning classroom Thursday
May 7th in honor of Mrs. McMullin. Please feel free to stop by
anytime to share in this .exciting time.

Thanks so much for making this such a wonderful yearfor us.
Have a great summer!

GOOD JOB TAMARA!

Sincerely,

. e
Rd%}%urdle

e
PaF\QQQes
fn

\
Vi
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Chapter IV

Local Events Promote National Issues

1i5




ocal m jona ssues

Earlier in our discussion, it was mentioned that Literacy has
been an issue that became popular in the 1980’s. Since then,
numerous efforts have been made to deal with it at various levels.
Up until now this manual has addressed the problem primarily from
a family perspective. In the chapter on interorganizational
networking, other perspectives on approaches to the same basic
problem have been presented as topics to organizations. This issue
then, has far reaching ramifications for a variety of populations
in a variety of forums.

This chapter Qill discuss three examples of how to expand
one’s
sphere of influence and expertise by presenting an entire program
or some facet of it to address a national concern. 1In the first
instance, the National Consortium for Implementation of the Family
Support Act was looking for "Promising Ideas" to include in their
handbook of the same name. A copy of the initial request for help,
a copy of the local proposal submitted, and a follow-up response
from the National Consortium is provided.

Even though this proposal was not included in the *Promising
Ideas" handbook, it did provide the opportunity to see the Family
Literacy Program from a different perspective - a program that
transcends state and regional boundaries, a program that can offer

a contribution to a national effort.
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| i consortium for Implementation
of the Family Support Act

American Public Wellare Association
Council of Chief State School Officers
Hational Association of Counties
National Governors’ Association

March 12, 1991

Dear Colleague:

The National Consortium for Implementation of the Family Support Act
has launched an ambitious undertaking to identify new approaches for
strengthening families. Selected descriptions from across the
country will be inciuded in our "Promising Ideas" handbook. The
handbook is designed to foster the creation of better programs for
promoting self-sufficiency among families at risk.

The Consortium is a joint activity of the American Public Welfare
Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers, the
l National Association of Counties, and the National Governors'
Association. It was farmed in the fall of 1989 to demonstrate the
collaboration needed among organizations to implement programs which
l will help families become ecopomically indépendent. In addition,
the Consortium provides technical assistance to states and
localities during implementation of programs under the Family
. Support Act.
The Family Support Act is a catalyst for redesigning human service
systems to more effectively meet the needs of  disadvantaged
I families. Using the flexibility provided in the statute, states and
localities have focused on instituting systemic changes across
systems as well as on implementing special activities in a more
' incremental approach to improvements in the delivery of services.

Many states have invested tremendous efforts to implement innovative
jnitiatives that cut across various program and agency boundaries
and draw funding from several different sou-ces. Other states have
es- ablished special activities to address the needs of teen parents
and other targeted populations. Case management has been
implemented in the majority of the states in many different forms
for various groups. Common referral forms as well as common
assessment processes have been adopted in several states for use by
all agencies providing services to disadvantaged families.

The goal of this project is to share information among all the-
various organizations to try to lessen the ‘'reinventing' of the
proverbial wheel. We believe that there are numerous inictiatives
which have leen (or are being) implemented across the country to
promote family self-sufficiency and, while it is probably too early
to determine the effectiveness of these new approaches, great
benefits can be gained from sharing ideas.

Q 89
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CATEGORY 2 — Services for Special Populations

Describe the activities that have been (or are being) implemented to meet the
needs of 8pecial populations, i.e., pregnant and/or parenting teens; high
school dropouts; long-term welfare recipients; families with children under
age 5; families with multiple barriers to employment; recipients with language
Pvarriers; AFDC-UP heads of households; parents with children who will
‘age—out' of AFDC, etc. Special services might include:

.remedial education combined .parenting instruction and family
with occupational skill training planning incorporated into remedial
education classes
«mentoring programs
+.family resource ccniters
«displaced homemaker services
+family literacy programs
.special projects for older
workers «'one~-stop' services (all services

located in one building)
+school-based case managers

or family counselors +peer tutoring projects

son-site child care for +bilingual services
teen parents

«absent parent initiatives
«incentives for teen

parents

CATEGORY 3 — Job Preparation and Job Placement

Describe the activities that have been (or are being) implemented to provide
quality training and job placement services for disadvantaged imndividuals.
Such services might include:

.special training established for a specific employer (customized training)

«in-depth survey of local employer needs with training directly related to the
identified needs

.projects to encourage Self-employment

.innovative approaches to job search

.projects to link JOBS and/or other employment and training programs with
economic development activities, especially in rural areas, i.e., special
zoning laws, incubator programs, use of community develepment block grants,

agreements to hire targeted populations in return for incentives/subsidies

sestablishment of state and local policies which encourage linkages with other
agencies for job placement services

.linkages with apprenticeship programs or labor unions
.projects to encourage placements in non-traditional jobs
.projects to encourage public agencies to hire program participants

Q THARK YOUR FOR YOUR PROMPT RESPORSE!!
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PROMISING IDEAS FOR PROMOTING FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Family Literacy Program
MGCCC, Jackson County Campus
Ray Burdick, Program Director
P. 0. Box 100, Hwy 90
Gautier, MS 39553

Category 2 - Services for Special Populations

Objectives. Our campus program mirrors the Kenan Family Literacy
Model from Louisville, KY. Long range objective is to break the
intergenerational cycle of illiteracy within the family unit.
Short range objectives include giving per-school children the
opportunity to develop pre-literacy skills: oral communication
with peers and adults, social interaction and Language
development; giving adults the opportunity to improve themselves
through a support group type environment, Adult Education and
Basic skills training, as they work toward GED completion; and

giving a family segment an opportunity to function more
productively in a controlled environment. We expect learned
ekills to be taken into the home and built-upon. While these

families are in the program, educational and non—-educational
needs are worked either within the confines of the program or
within community service agencies.

POPULATION SERVED. Within the confines of the program, there are
no economic restrictions as to who is eligible. Eligibility is
determined by two factors: a pre-school child ages 3-4, and =a
primary care giver who is interested in working toward his/her
GED. Many participants are receiving supplemental assistance
while the remainder are foreign born. Program is delivered by a
staff of three: a program coordinator who functions as the adult
education instructor; an early childhood specialist and a child
care assistant. ’

SERVICES PROVIDED. Children receive instruction in the High
Scope Curriculum, two snacks, and lunch. Adults receive lunch
and the opportunity to meet thier educational and non-educational
needs . Referrals are made to appropriate community service
agencies as necessary. :

DPERATION. Program consists of a planning day, three intense
program days and a family visit/reports day. Families meet at
the child care center where parents relocate for activities,
planning and a support group type session called parent time
(PT). Families are brought together for an hour of parent and
child time (PACT) where interaction takes place and observations

are made. In the afternoon, childern continue their program
activities while parents receive adult education/basic skills
training. Families reunite and depart campus.

91
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EVALUATION. Observational forms are completed weekly on each

child to identify areas requiring additional emphasis. Adults
are pre-tested using the TABE locator at a minimum. An IEP has
been co-written by the participant and bi-monthly reviews are
documented. Individual progress will be commented on in each
review and updates made to their initial goals. Review sessions
also tie in progrese made in all areas of the program to give the
individual a total picture of involvement.

AGENCIES INVOLVED. Major funding is from Mississippi State
Department of Education Bureau of Vocational-Technical and Adult

Education. At present, the campus provides all facilities used
by participants: Campus childcare facility, cafeteria, voom for
parent time (PT), and adult education classroom which has PALS

and other computer equipment. Campus academic areas (ie. science
lab), non-academic facilities (pool, walking track), and campus
community activities (ie. blood drives) are also used by program

participants. Other campus programs such as Single
Parent/Displaced Homemaker make additional programs available to
our peocple. Project coordinator is responsilbe for recruitment

and information dissemination through the various community
service medias available.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

@ .
B Consortium for Implementation

of the Family Support Act

American Public VVelfare Association
Council of Chiet State School Officers
National Association of Counties
National Govemnors’ Association

December 19, 1991

Ray Burdick, Program Director
Missigsippi Gulf Coast Community College
Jackson County Campus

Post Office Box 100, Highway 90

Gautier, Mississippi 39553

Dear Mr. Burdick:

on behalf of the National Consortium for Implementation of the Family
Support Act, thank you for your response to our golicitation request for
‘promising ideas‘’ to promote family self-sufficiency. Based on the
criteria outlined in the initial request, your initiative was not
selected to be featured in the "Promising Ideas" report tentatively
scheduled to be released in January 1992. It will, however, be shared
with other states and organizations through requests which we receive for
information on what specific states and locclities are doing to improve
services to families.

As stated in the solicitation, the purpose of the report is to share
information among and between the various organizations who provide
assistance to disadvantaged families. It is an effort to try ¢to
stimulate new approaches for addressing the complex needs of at-risk
families and to develop a network of state and local contacts who can
help each other. The report also provides information from the research
regarding what we know about programs that support and enhance families’
well-being.

You will receive a complimentary copy of the report. Thank you again for
taking the time to share your efforts to strengthen families with us.
Please telephone me at (202) 624-5336 if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

e A

Linda McCart
Project Director
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Another area which has received a lot of emphasis in the Adult
Education Community lately is the GED. Back in 1990, there was a
national concern over the decline in the number of 18-24 year-olds
taking the GED tests over the past decade. The reasons for this
were not conclusive, and yet availability of programs, knowledge of
local programs and a general lack of motivation were mentioned as
possibilities.

The Family Literacy Program and Campus Adult Basic
Education/GED programs were brought to the forefront. A
consolidated placement and testing program was initiated on Jackson
County Campus to place adult students in a class consistent with
their abilities and capabilities. BAll programs associated with the
campus were compiled and disseminated so as to make instructors and
program coordinators dware of other programs available within the
county. Students were able to make transitions to other programs
without delay and to keep a certain degree of stability in their
individual programs. The Family Literacy Program offered an
additional feature to those families who had pre-school children,
and who were identified during the initial interview as meeting
this pre-school requirement.

In response to the possible motivational issue, an annual GED
Recognition Program and Reception was first held on November 19,
1990 and again on November 25, 1991. The purpose of this program
was to recognize GED recipients for their achievement and to

motivate current students to continue their own programs.

94
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This program has picked up momentum over the past two years, and
expectations for the upcoming program are on the minds of many.
The following samples show that a great deal of planning,
coordination and effort are involved to produce the desired
outcome: a motivatr~? adult who wants to learn and eventually

receive a GED.
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Higher Educatlon

| VOLUME 39, NUMBER 19

Outreach Efforts
Needed to Increase
GED Participation

hanges in federal, state, and local
policies and educational services
are needed to increase the num-

ber of adults who take and pass the
General Educationai Development

(GED) Tests, a study of GED candidates -

has found.

The study, GED Candidates: A
Decade of Change was released by the
GED Testing Service of the American
Council on Education (ACE). The first
report in a series based on national sur-
veys conducted in 1980 and 1989, the
study charts changes over the past 10
years in the characteristics and motiva-
tions of adults who take GED tests.

Increasing participation in the pro-
gram by adults without high school di-
plomas and expanding access for those
from minority groups will require expan-
sion of recruitment, instructicnal, and
college outreach programs, the study
concludes.

Survey resuits show that the number
of 18-24-year-olds taking the GED Tests
fell dramatically over the past decade.
However, only about half of the 26 per-
cent decline can be attributed to the
decreasing size of this age segment. In
addition, the study found, less than 1.3
percent of the estimated 42 million US.
adults over 18 without a high school

(continued on page ¥)

. Natl

GED Outreach Needed

(continued from page 1)
diploma took the GED Tests in 1989,
suggesting that outreach efforts may be
necessary to increase access to programs
for high school completion.

Paiterns of minority participation in
the GED shifted over the decade. The
share of candidates identified as Hispanic
rose from 6.8 percent in 1980 to 112 per-
cent in 1989, but the share of black candi-
dates fell from 17.1 percent to 142
percent.

Personal reasons were cited most
often by GED candidates in both 1880
and 1989 as the major reason they had
dropped out of high school. However, the
percentage leaving school due to preg-
nancy or marriage tripled, from 6.4 per-
cent to 19.7 percent, during the 1980s.
This finding suggests that education plan-
ners need to incorporate child care or
family support services into GED instruc-
tional programs.

GED Candidates: A Decade of
Change, is the first of seven reports in
the series entitled “GED Profiles: Adults
in Transition,” which will present new
information about adult leamers based
on the 1989 survey of GED candidates.

to the series are available
for $65. To order, contact the GED
Testing Service, American Council on
Education, Publications Dept. PaT, One
Dupont Circle, Washington, DC 20036
(202) 939-9385.

American Council on Educsation, HENA
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isciseippi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

v

THE SUN HERALD

MISSISSIPPI PRESS

In the August 13, 1990 edition of "Higher Education and
Mational Affairs,” Mr. Douglas R. Whitney, the director of the
G.E.D. Testing Service, said that "There is an urgent need for
¢.E.D. administrators to help ensure that more people are partici-
pating in G.E.D. programs and receiving diplomas." We at the
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jackson County Campus are
trying to do just that. .

We are planning to have a county-wide G.E.D. Completion
Program and Reception for all those who have received a G.E.D.
Diploma since January 7, 1990. We feel that this event will
accomplish several objectives. It will give adult learners who
have graduated, the recognition that they deserve; it will provide
the chance to recognize those special persons who had dedicated
several years of their lives to the program; and it will give the
majority of adults who are currently trying to prepare for their
diploma, the needed motivation to continue.

We have tentatively scheduled this event for Monday evening
on November 19, 1990, in the Fine Arts Building Auditorium on the
Jackson County Campus in Gautier, MS. We would like to extend
an invitation to you. It is our hope that Yyou will be able to
provide media coverage, So wWe can recognize those hard working
adults who have finally made it.

Point of contact is Raymond Burdick, telephone 601/497-9602,
Extention 261.

Sincerely,

Raymond Burdick

RB:pat
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ississippi Gulh Coast -
COMMUNITY COLLECGE Barry L. Mellirger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice President
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

ALETTER SENT TO ALL GED TESTERS SOLICITING THEIR SUPPORT:

In the August 13, 1990 edition of "Hipgher Education and
National Affairs," Mr. Douglas R. Whitney, the director of the
G.E.D. Testing Service, said that, "There is an urgent need for
C.E.D. administrators to help ensure that more people are partici-
pating in G.E.D. programs and receiving diplomas." We have been
working to improve our program here at the Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College, Jackson County Campus to do just that. We have
found that a lot of students begin a program of study, and yet those
numbers dwindle considerably before they reach the actual G.E.D.
testing stage. The reasons are sketchy, and yet we tend to believe
that they lack the motivation and the positive stroking needed to
continue. When we do find a graduate, he or she does not get the
recognition that a person in the structured academic setting would
receive by a High School graduation. They had hoped it would be.

Being sensitive to the needs of our adult learners, we are
planning an event on November 19, 1990 to honor our G.E.D. graduates.
We would like to have your graduates also participate, so we touch
the community at large. It is important that these people are
recognized, to spur them on with their education. This event will
also serve to motivate current adult learners who need role models
to help carry them along.

We need your help in inviting all G.E.D. graduates since
January 1990. Since you are the individuals who administer the
examination, you would have a complete listing of those who received
diplomas. We would appreciate their names and addresses, so we can
invite them and also develop a program for the event. You will also
receive an invitation at a later date.

We solicit your support in this energetic endeavor.

Sincerely,

Raymond Burdick
RB:pat
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FACT SHEET

EVENT: G.E.D. COMPLETION PROGRAM AND RECEPTION
THEME: PRIDE IS CONTAGIOUS

WHERE: JACKSON COUNTY CAMPUS - GAUTIER
FINE ARTS BUILDING AUDITORIUM

WHEN: MONDAY NOVEMBER 19, 1990 at 7:00 P.M. (APPROX. 1-13 HRS.)
WHY : PROMOTE RECOGNITION OF THOSE WHO RECEIVED G.E.D.

DIPLOMA

RECOGNIZE DOROTHY BURNEY WHO HAS DEVOTED 15 YEARS
TO THE PROGRAM

PROVIDE MOTIVATION AND ROLE MODELS FOR OUR CURRENT
STUDENTS

PARTICIPANTS: G.E.D. GRADUATES FROM JACKSON COUNTY, PASCAGOULA,

l MOSS POINT AND VANCLEAVE TESTING CENTERS SINCE

JANUARY 1990
PLANNING REQUIREMENTS:

ACCOMPLISHED:

Letter to testing centers for listing of graduates and
addresses. Initial letters to the "Sun Herald", "Mississippi
Press Register", and WLOX TV-13 for coverage.

TO ACCOMCLISH:

Invitations (approx.250) to be sent out October 29, 1990
(three (3) weeks notice)

Plaque for Dorothy Burney
Certificates

Program (Graduate Listing)
Motivational Speaker

Reception - Finger Food (Auditorium Lobby)
POINTS OF CONTACT:

Janet Vega (Student Services)
Raymond Burdick (LRC)

- 12%
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sissippi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice Prewident
Jackson County Campus

PO Box 100 Cotier. MY 19533
Telephone (X)111497-961).

WE INVITE YOU AND YOURS TO AN:

EVENT: HONORING RECENT GED GRADUATES

WHERE: MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
JACKSON COUNTY CAMPUS, GAUTIER
BUILDING "F*" AUDITORIUM

WHEN: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1990
AT 7 PM

REQUEST: LET US KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL COME, SO
WE CAN PLAN YOUR PROGRAM AND REFRESHMENTS.

PLEASE CALL 497-9602, EXT. 261.
WE 1L, OOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THEN.

THE

DIPL(_)

Sapported by Hardson, Stone, Jackson and George Counties




PROGRAM

NOVEMBER 19, 1990

MASTER OF CEREMONIES:

WELCOME

Dr. Elizabeth Nelms
Assistant Dean LRC

INTRODUCTION OF GED RECIPIENTS

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS:

Mr. Billie J. Lofton
Dean of Student Services-MGCCC
Jackson County Campus

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER

GUEST SPEAKER:

Mr. Carroll clifford
President-Jackson County Board
of Supervisors

SPECIAL PRESENTATION:

A COMMUNITY CALL TO ACTION:

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE:

INTRODUCTION OF GED TESTERS:

PRESENTATION
OF CERTIFILCATES:

Ms. Nelva Jordan
Jackson County Campus—-GED Presenter

Ms. Patricia Black
Coordinator-JTPA 8% Literacy Program
Adult Learning Center

Mrs. Paula Reed
GED Recipient

Dr. Elizabeth Nelms

Individual GED Site Testers

RECEPTION:

All Participants
Lobby, Fine Arts Auditorium

CONGRAE%?ATIONS !
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josisaippi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice Presiclent
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39551
Telephone 6174979602

WE INVITE YOU AND YOURS TO AN:

EVENT: HONORING RECENT GED GRADUATES

WHERE : MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
JACKSON COUNTY CAMPUS, GAUTIER
BUILDING "F" AUDITORIUM

WHEN: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1991
AT 7 PM

REQUEST: LET US KNOW HOW MANY PEOPLE WILL COME, SO
WE CAN PLAN YOUR PROGRAM AND REFRESHMENTS.

PLEASE CALL 497-9602, EXT. 261.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THEN.
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GED G. U, ON
NOVEMBER 25, 1991
MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
JACKSON COUNTY CAMPUS

Invocation
carl King, GED Examiner
MGccc, Jackson County Campus

. Welcome
" 'Dr. Elizabeth Nelms, Assistant Dean
Learning Resource Center
MGccc, Jackson County Campus

overview of Jackson County GED Program
Marty Perkins

Assessment/Placement Facilitator
MGccc, Jackson County Campus

Special Preseptation
pr. Lloyd Jones, Director
Dropout Prevention, Bilingual and

I Migrant Education, Jackson County Puklic Schools

Disti ished ducator
Raymond Davis
Moss Point School District

Guest Speaker
Curtis L. Davis, Vice-President

MGceccc, Jackson County Campus

Introduction of Student Speaker
Anne Waller, Instructor

MGccc, Jackson County Campus

Student Representative
Marvin McClantoc

Presentatijio C ificates
Ged Graduates

Benediction

Karl Swanson, Instructor
Vo-Tech Center, Vancleave

RECEPTION
All Participants, Friends and Guests
Lobby, Fine Arts Auditorium

Q 105

ot




PR AT RN S

EE TN BN AN an BN B A B BE BN s B O N aum N e

wc >m1 — m:: 1.2:8@#_

T R N, .
KR SIFT T PRGN TR )

‘ewodi(q uonednpj |essuan) jJo uonajdwod uodn
JUSWIDAIIYDR Diwdpede Suipueisino Jo uoiiudodal ul
sndwe) Ajuno) uos)oef
a83jj0) Apunwuwo) jseo) N0 1ddississipy
Aq

Al
-3
4
.
3
S
‘3
K}

! A3 M
(SF P R tey 17N

0}
pajuasald

JONOH 40 311VOH11431D

gy Juamanainyg




1429 LONGWORTH BUILDING
GENE TAYLOR WASHINGTON, DC 20515-24085
STH DISTRICT, MISSISSIPPY {202) 225-5772

DISTRICT OFFICES:
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 2424 1411 ST

commegumerrwne Congress of the Hnited States ST, S0

Pouse of Representatives SUITE 218

HATTIESBURG, MS 39401

Washington, DL 20515 (601) 582-3248

1225 JACKSON AVE.
PASCAGOULA, MS 39567
(601) 762-1770

December 20, 1990

Mr. Ray Burdick
6240 Ridge Road
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564

Dear Ray:

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Mississippi Press
article about the November 19 reception for GED diploma recipients.

I hate that I missed the reception. Thank you again for allowing
me to speak to your adult education class.

I This year, House tried to strengthen adult education programs.
H.R. 5115, the Equity and Excellence in Education Act included
provisions to increase literacy programs and improve dropout

l prevention. The bill also would have established Literacy Leadership

Tralnlng Fund to prov1de scholarships to individuals pursuing careers
in adult literacy instruction.

Unfortunately, this important legislation was tied up because the
Sernate passed a very different version. Members of the House
negotiated a compromise bill with the Bush Administration, and the
House passed the compromise bill in October. However, several
Republican Senators prevented the bill from coming to a vote in the
Senate, so the bill died.

I am hopeful that we will make another attempt to pass some the
provisions of H.R. 5115 next year. I am especially concerned that we
need better dropout prevention and literacy programs. We also must do
more to recruit and retain quality teachers.

Thank you again for your commitment to adult education. If I can
be of any further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,”
7
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The following appreciation luncheon was designed to promote an
awareness of the problem of literacy, by demonstrating a community
effort to deal with it. This event conveyed the message that basic
skills training and the GED have an important place in the lives of
all our students. Ever though this luncheon preceded the Family
Literacy Program, it did serve to generate interest in literacy and
to highlight the fact that literacy in the workplace goes back to
a fundamental lack of adult education, pre-literacy and child
readiness skills in the home. Since parents are the child’s first
teacher, a cycle of intergenerational illiteracy is 1likely to
occur.

The family structure has changed dramatically over the past
decades with an increase in the number of single parent families.
Because this trend is expected to continue in the future, family
literacy is at the grass roots of the solution. By attacking
literacy from an intergenerational perspective, two things are
accomplished: to give pre-school children the skills they need to
succeed in the education process; and to help the primary
caregivers become self-sufficient and productive citizens. Our
program works within this framework to promote both of these
objectives.

The appreciation luncheon demonstrated how industry, business,
educators and the State Department of Education could work together
to promote adult education goals. Within the past year, this
particular literacy effort has been re-formatted and presented to
the community under the new title of "Skills Enhancement Program."

The following samples represent a concerted
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effort on the part of all segments within the community to work

together to eliminate the problem.
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sissippi Gulf Coast
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

poxer w

Barry L. Mellinger, President

Curtis L. Davis, Vice Presiclent
Jackson County Campus

P.O. Box 100 Gautier, MS 39553
Telephone: 601/497-9602

You are cordially invited
to participate in a

Workplace Literacy Appreciation Luncheon

March 20, 1990 -

at

La Font Inn
Hwy. 90

?1:30 AM

Pascagoula, Mississippi

Agenda

11:30 AM Luncheon

12:00 Noon Program

Opening Statement . . « « « o« o o o o o o o

Introduction of Special GuesSts . . . . . .

Brief REMArKS . « « o o o o s o o o o o o o

Ky

Introduction of Student Representatives . .

Brief Testimonials by Students . . . . . .

Presentation of Award to School President .

Prasentation of Awards to Business Partners

111

State Department of Education
e« ¢+ « o« « o« « o Eloise Johnson

School Spokesperson
Vice President Curtis L. Davis

State Department of Education
e o+ « o o« o « Mr. Elwyn Wheat

Project Site Coordinator
e « « « o o « Mr. Ray Burdick
e ¢ o o o s o o o « . Students

Project Director
« « « « + « Mr. Bob Richardson

President
.« « « . Dr. Barry L. Mellinger
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Workpiace Literacy Education
and Industry Partnership Appreciation Banquet

Sponsored by: Mississippi Department of Education
‘Hosted by: Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
March 20, 1990 - 11:30 A.M.

Ve

Division Director
State Department of Education

11:30 Opening Remarks Betty wong,
Invocation

Lunch

12:15 Introduction of Special Curtis L.

Davis, Vice President
Guests

l MS Gulf Coast Community College
Brief Remarks Kermit Nations, Bureau Director
l State Department of Education

Introduction of Student

Ray Burdick, Workplace Literacy
Representatives

Site Coordinator

Brief Testimonials by Students
Students '

Presentation of Award Betty wong
to MS Gulf Coast CC

Presentation of Awards to Or. Barry L.

Mellinger, President
Business/Industry -

MS Gulf Coast Community College

Closing Remarks Bob Richardscn, Workplace

Literacy Project Director

PROJECT PARTNERS:

Mississippi Department of Education
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
Ingalls Shipbuilding

CE&MCO
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Not all advertising needs to be expensive to be effective. 1In
fact, using the media and other forms of publicity is limited only
by one’s willingness to request it. The following example is the
culmination of a lot of coordination between business and industry.
The idea was simple: promote Literacy to the community by using an
article which had appeared in the Ingall’s News, the company’s
newletter. Since the local McDonald’s has been enthusiastic about
encouraging education, promoting adult education prograus within
the community was eagerly welcomed.

Ingalls provided the story and got permission from the adult
students to print their pictures; the community college provided
the layout design for Mcbonald’s approval; and McDonald’s paid for
the printing of 9000 placemats to be used for customers at their
Gautier and Moss Point locations.

This single piece of advertising demonstrated what could be
accomplished at no expense to the originator. The impact it had on
the community was enormous because 1it directly reached a
significant portion of the population which could benefit from
these programs the most.

Within a year, the Family Literacy Program was introduced to
the community as a viable and workable solution to the problem of
literacy. By the time this program was ready to present to the
public, there had already been a high degree of confidence in using

the various forms of advertising available within the community.
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Summary

How a program relates to the community has an enormous impact
on how well it is able to provide the service it is expected to
deliver. Without keeping the community informed, it is extremely
difficult to Jjustify a program’s continued support. Public
relations is the key. The public needs to know what a program has
to offer in the way of services and benefits; and it needs to know
how the program is measuring up to these expectations.

Public relations is the direct result of hard work and
creativity which does not necessarily involve great expense to a
budget. Many local groups and organizations would be more than
happy to cooperate, if they are approached professionally and given
the opportunity to set the limits of their involvement. BY
involving more than one organization as in bringing business,
industry and the community college together into a single effort,
it is possible to reach a greater population which otherwise might
not get the word.

The media in all of its forms, gives you an unlimited
potential in reaching your target population. By incorporating a
healthy mix of various approaches at key times during the program,
you have a flexibility which otherwise would not be available. In
whatever approach you use, avoid terms, labels or other words which
could alienate some or discourage others from enrolling.

Conduct and promote Yyour program in an honest and straight
forward manner. Current families by their level of participation

or lack of it, tend to unofficially "Quality Control" what it is
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your program is supposed to do and what you are actually conveying
to then. A sudden drop in attendance is a warning sign that
something may have gone astray. By addressing and working that
problem area immediately, your participants will sense a
willingness on your part to make the program work.

Finally, there are generally a few 1literacy and adult
education programs working within the same community, all with a
service to provide and a target population to approach. The Family
Literacy program has been no exception. We have tried to work with
all other programs and organizations offering a similar service to
make sure adults are placed in a program best suited to meet their
capabilities and needs. After all, the focus should be on people’s
needs, not program needs.

This manual has been a pioneer effort incorporating a lot of
material into a single document. It was intended only as an aid
and a medium for presenting those techniques which have been proven
effective for us.

In order to benefit the most from your time, effort and
resources, it is important thai you continually reassess and expand
your approaches to the public. By doing so, you will be able to

achieve the most effective public relations program possible.
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