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ABSTRACT

An analysis was done of federal statistics to explore

the relationship between Hispanic Americans' dropout rates and
migration. An analysis of November 1989 data revealed that among 16-
to 24-year—olds Hispanic American dropout rates are 3 times higher
than those for non-Hispanic Americans. In looking at the impact of
immigration on Hispanic American dropout rates the analysis found
that Hispanic American dropout rates were highe: than those for
non-Hispanic Americans even when subjects' place of birth was taken
into account. About 72 percent of 16— to 24-year-old Hispanic
Americans were not born in the United States or were first generation
as compared to 9 percent of non-Hispanic Americans. The dropout rate
for Mexican Americans is 35.8 percent, for Puerto Ricans is 32.1
percent, and for Cubans is 9.2 percent. Mexican Americans account for
64 percent of the Hispanic American population. Of those Hispanic
Americans who are dropouts, 63 percent were not born in the United
States, while 3 percent of non-Hispanic American dropouts were not
born in %fne United States. Overall, the analysis suggests that
immigration appears to be a contributing factor to the high dropout
rate among Hispanic Americans. If this pattern continues with the
children of the current generation, then high dropout rates may

continue in the future even if immigration rates decline
substantially. Included are twoe figures and one table. (J3)
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ARE HISPANIC DROPOUT RATES
RELATED TO MIGRATION?

RECENT cvidence about dropout rates has
contained both cncouraging and discourag-
ing signs. While rates for blacks and whites
have been declining. Hispanic dropout rate«
arc high and have shown no evidence of
decline. Furthermore, Hispanic dropouts on
average complete fewer vears of schooling
than do non-Hispanic dropouts.

Policymakers frequently ask how much im-
migration' contributes to the high Hispanic
dropout rate.*  An analysis of November
1989 data reveals the following informa-
tion about 16- to 24-year-olds:

+ Hispanic dropout rates (31.0 percent)
were three times those of non-Hispan-
ics (10.3 pereent).

¢ 45 percent of Hispanics were born out-
side the 50 states and D.C. and the
dropout rate for this group was very
high--43 percent.

¢ 63 percent of all Hispanic dropouts
were born clsewhere.’

¢ Dropout rates for Hispanics who werc
at least first generation were also high.
morce than double those for non-
Hispanics.

¢ It current patterns continue. Hispanic
dropout rates are likely to remain high
in the future, evenif immigration slows
considerably.

What is the impact of immigration on
Hispanic dropout rates?

The high dropout rate for the large group of

Hispanics born clsewhere i< only part of the
explanation for the high Hispanic dropout
rate, Hispanic dropout rates are higher than

those for non-Hispanics. even when place
of birth is taken into account. The differ-
cnce was most striking for those born elsc-
where. where the drapout rate for Hispanics
was more than § times that for the non-
Hispanic population born elsewhere. How -
ever. dropout rates were also substantial for
first and at least second gencration Hispan-
ics: their dropout ratcs were more than
double those of comparabie non-Hispanics.

One way of estimating the impact of move-
ment to the states on the Hispanic dropout
rate is to estimate what their dropout rate
would he if Hispanics had the same share of
horn-elsewhere. first. and at least second
gencration population as non-Hispanies. If
Hispanics resembled the immigration pat-
terns for the rest of the population. but the
dropout rate for Hispanics in each category
remained the same. the Hispanic dropout

rate would be about 24.1 percent. Thus. 1f
Hispanics were no more likely to be born
elsewhere than non-Hispanics. the Hispanic
drapout rate weuld still be more than twice
that for non-Hispanics.

How many Hispanics are immigrants?

About 11 percent of the 32 million 16- to
24-year-olds were Hispanics. Among these
were 2.2 million Mexican-Americans.
380.000 Puerto Ricani. 110.000 Cubans.
and 730.000 "other Hispanics." Hispanics
were far more likely to be born elsewhere or
1o be first generation--born in this country
but with at least one parent born elsewhere-
-than non-Hispanics (figure ). About 72
percent of Hispanic 16-to 24-year-olds were
horn clsewhere or were first generation as
compared to 9 percent of non-Hispanics.

Figure 1,
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Table 1. Percent of status dropouts among 16- to 24-year-olds,
by recency of migration and ethnicity: November 1989

Recency of migration Total Hispanic Non-Hispanic
Total* 125 31.0 10.3
Born outside 50 states and D.C. 288 43.0 7.9
First generation 104 17.3 6.2
Second generation or more 11.2 237 10.7

*Total ncludes a small proportion for whom recency of migration 1s unknown.
SQURCE: L.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Poputanon Survey, 1989.

How many Hispanics drop oui?

The dropout rate for 16- ta 24-vear-olds
was 2.5 percent and was threc umes higher
for Hispanics (31 percenty than for non-
Hispanics (10 percent). About 26 percent
of all dropouts, or 1.1 million. were His-
panic. How long a family has been in the
states is strongly related todropoutrates tor
Hispanics (tablel).

Hispanics born clsewhere had a dropoul
rate of 43 percent. (Some of these dropouts
may never have attended schools in the 50
states or D.C.) The rates for first and at
feast second generation Hispuanics were con-
siderably lower. Among non-Hispanics,
dropout rates for those born elsewhere were
about the same as for those who were first
generation or more.

How do dropout rates vary among
Hispanics?

Comparcd to the dropout rate lor all His-
panics (31.0 percent). the dropout rates tor
Mexican-Americans (35.8 percent) and
Puerto Ricans (32,1 pereenty were about the
same, but those for “other Hispanics™(19.0
percenty and Cubans (9.2 pereentt were
lower.

Mexican-Americans accounted for about 64
pereent of the Hispanic population, and
about 74 percentof all Hispanic dropouts in
this age group. Among Mexican-Ameri-
cans born eisewhere. the dropout rate was
55 percent: this group accounted for ahout
48 percent of all Hispanic dropouts.

Where are most dropouts born?

The share of dropouts who are horn else-
where 1s very ditferent for Hispanics and

non-Hispanics (figurc 2). Over 600 thou-
sand or 63 percent of Hispanic dropouts
were born clsewhere tincluding 6 pereent or
about 60,000 Puerto Ricans born in Puerto
Rico). Onthe otherhand, 3 percent of non-
Hispanic dropouts were born elsewhere.

Conclusion

fmmigration appears to be a contributing
factor to the high dropout rate among
Hispanics. About 45 percent of Hispanics
were born elsewhere and dropout rates were
much higher for them than for Hispanics
born in the 50 states and D.C. However.
dropout rates arc higher for Hispanics than
for non-Hispanics. even when recency of
immigration is taken into account. If this
pattern continues with the children of the
current generation's Hispanics who were
born elsewhere. then high dropout rates
may continue in the future. even if the

magnitude of Hispanic immigraiion were to
dectine substantially.

The term “immugraven™ m thns report neludes
hoth migranen to the S0 spares and D.CLodrom
Puerta Rico and (he territanies and internatsonal
migration Iram other countrics

The dropout measure used on this repert s the
status dropoul rate. which mdicates the propartion
ol 16- 10 24-year-alds in Navember ol 1989 whe
were not earalled o school and ud not campleted
thugh schaol

fn 1lus report. peaple born i Puerto Rica and the
terrnortes.although U.S citizens, are grouped with
thase born n ather counlries Becanse of invsues
relaled 1o language and schaoling and because
CPS does notcover the outlving arcas. iné
hornan Puerto Rico and U S ternitopies are gishin
guizhed from thase born m the 50 states and D.C
In the texr. ail such mdividuals are referred 1o as
“born clsewhere.”
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For more information uhont diapon 1yres, see
U'S Depariment of ducarion Napotad Conies
fer Education Stanistics, Drapout Rates in the
United Stares: 1988, 1989, und 1990 The drop.
out rates i thrs report vary slightly trom those 1
the dropout reports. hecause they are derived
from Nuvember ratiet than Ocohet data How -
ever o the digferences are not stetistically signifi-
cant. The Curreat Poprdation Survev, tie saurce
of the data in this issue brief. 1s a monthiy surves
af approximately 53,000 households conducted
by the Bureau of the Census. 11 covers the non-
mstitunonal population i the 50 states and the
District of Columbia. A technieal appendiy con-
tarning standard errors and addironal informa-
non about the survey, the data. and methodology
1 availabte upon requesi
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