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SUMMARY

Background:

HB No. 1965, passed by the 1990 Oklahoma Legislature, mandates that the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher Education compile, publish and distribute an annual report
comparing graduation rates of scholarship athletes to those of the student body as a
whole. This is the second annual graduation rate report.

Population:
This report reflects graduation rates for 15,435 students, 408 (2.6%) of whom were
identified by their institutions as scholarship athletes. The study examines graduation
rates over a six-year period for fall 1985 first-time-entering freshmen who were full-
time, baccalaureate degree-seeking students. Rates for fall 1988 full-time first-time-

entering freshmen seeking associate degrees are calculated three years from date of
enrollment.

Data for each degree level relate to one entering freshman class and reflect only the
behavior of that class.

Format:

Graduation rates have been computed by race and by gender for all students, all
scholarship athletes and individually for 11 sports.

Tables reflect rates at each institution with scholarship athletes, each tier of institutions
(comprehensive, four-year, two year), and the State System as a whole.

Methodology:
This study uses the student-cohort flow system. In its simplest form, the system uses
an individual student’s identification number and tracks the student’s data semester-by-
semester in the State Regents’ Unitized Data System.

Data:
Two types of data are presented:

1) "Within the Institution": Reflects the percentage of baccalaureate degree-
seeking students who graduated with that degree in not more than six years
from the institution in which they enrolled as first-time-entering
freshmen or reflects the percentage of associate degree-seeking students who
graduated with that degree in not more than three years from the
institution in which they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen.

2) "Within the System": Reflects the percentage of baccalaureate degree-seeking
students who graduated with that degree from any public or private
institution within the state in not more than six years from the time they
enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a public institution or reflects the
percentage of associate degree-seeking students who graduated with that
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degree from any public or private institution within the state in not
more than three years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering
freshmen at a public institution.

Findings:*

Graduation rates for scholarship athletes at public comprehensive and four-
year universities were:

approximately the same as for all students at these institutions; slightly higher
when using "Within the Institution" numbers:

Athletes All Students
35.8% 35.1%
and slightly lower when using "Within the System" numbers:
Athletes All Students
38.6% 39.5%

¢  Graduation rates by tier varied greatly:

comprehensive universities: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate that was

four-fifths that of all students

Athletes All Students

40.6% 47.3%
four-year universities: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate one-fifth again
that of all students

Athletes All Students

36.9% 31.0%
two-year colleges: scholarship athletes graduated at a rate more than half again
that of all students

Athletes All Students

28.7% 17.6%

¢  Graduation rates by race, comprehensive universities:

White scholarship athletes graduated at a rate four-fifths that of all White
students.

Black scholarship athletes graduated at a rate more than a quarter again that of
all Black students..

There were no Hispanic and Asian scholarship athletes, and the numbers of Native

American scholarship athletes in this tier were too small to yield significant
results.

*All numbers are "Within the System' unless otherwise noted.
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¢ Graduation rates by race, four-year universities:

Scholarship athletes within three racial groups graduated at a rate higher than the
all-student category within that group. There were no Asian Scholarship athletes
reported in fall 1985. Native American and White scholarship athletes graduated
at a lower rate than that of their respective all-student categories.

¢ Graduation rates by race, two-year colleges:

Scholarship athletes within each racial group graduated at a rate higher than the
all-student category within that group.

Black scholarship athletes were three times as likely to obtain their associate
degrees in three years as were all Black students.

Hispanic scholarship athletes were more than twice as likely to obtain their
associate degrees in three years as were all Hispanic students.

Asian athletes were not present.

¢  Graduation rate by sport:

Graduation rates for baccalaureate degree-seeking students in six sports exceeded
the average graduation rate of 39.5% for all students.

Rate
Volleyball 100.0%
Gymnastics 66.7%
Softball . 60.0%
Basketball 47.1%
Wrestling 44.4%
Tennis 40.0%

Two-year colleges reported scholarship athletes in six sport categories. Four of the
six had graduation rates well in excess of the 17.6 percent graduation rate for all
students at two-year colleges.

o Graduation rates compared:

1984-85 bachelor degree seeking cohort compared with 1985-86 cohort
1987-88 associate degree seeking cohort compared with 1}88-89 cohort

When the "Within the System" six year graduation rates of the 1984-85 cohort are
compared to the 1985-86 cohort, there is a slight percentage point increase in the
rate for "All Athletes" in the combined four-year and comprehensive institutions.
However, when the rates are examined by individual schools significant changes
become apparent. The "All Athletes" graduation rate at the University of
Oklahoma increased by 17.9 percentage points between the 1984-85 cohort and the
1985-86 cohort. The graduation rate at Oklahoma State University declined,
however, by 2.6 percentage points for athletes between the two cohort years. East
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Central University shot up by 39.3 percentage points but the increase was based
on a very small number of scholarship athletes. All of the other four-year
institutions posted declines in the graduation rates of all of their athletes. For "All
Students" as a group the percentage point variance between cohort years was
much less. This is due mainly to the stablizing effect of the large numbers in
these cohorts.

These variances in just two cohort years point out the danger of using one year of
cohort based graduation rates for an absolute measure. Subcohorts, such as
scholarship athletes, with small numbers can give a radically different reading
from year to year; only over several years can any real trends be perceived. For
these reasons, the comparison of the 1987-88 cohort with the 1988-89 cohort for
two-year institutions becomes problematic. In addition to the small numbers of
scholarship athletes, a number of two-year schools with scholarship athletes in
1987-88 reported no scholarship athletes in 1988-89.




COMPARISON OF GRADUATION RATES
FOR SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES AND ALL STUDENTS
BY SPORT, RACE, AND GENDER

Introduction

In 1990 the Oklahoma State Legislature passed House Bill 1965, Section 2 of which requires
the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to compile, publish and distribute an
annual comparisor: of graduation rates for scholarship athletes to graduation rates for all
students (See Appendix A). This report, the second annual graduation rate reports mandated

by HB 1965, contains graduation rates for institutions, for tiers, and for the state by sport,
race, and gender.

Background

The report format and methodology were constructed by the State Regents in conjunction
with the Unitized Data System Steering Committee composed of institutional representatives.
The State Regents’ Unitized Data System (UDS) provided the student-flow data upon which
the report is based, and colleges and universities identified scholarship athletes in 12 sports.

The report reflects graduation rates for 15,435 students, 408 (2.6%) of whom were scholarship
student athletes.

Student-Cohort Flow

The study uses the student-cohort flow system. In its simplest form, the system uses an
individual student’s identification number to track student data semester-by-semester in the
State Regents’ Unitized Data System. Students tracked in this report, both student athletes
and non-athletes, met the following criteria: (1) as first-time-entering freshmen they were
taking 12 hours, which fulfills the definition of “full-time" as outlined by the statute and (2)
they had declared themselves degree-seeking students.

Baccalaureate degree-seeking students who entered comprehensive and four-year universities
as first-time entering freshmen in fall 1985 were tracked for six years; associate degree-
seeking students who entered two-year colleges as first-time entering freshmen in fall 1988
were tracked for three years.

Report Content
Two types of graduation data are reported for each group and subgroup within the study:

"Within the Institution" data reflect baccalaureate degree-seeking students who
graduated with that degree in not more than six years from the institution in which
they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen or reflects associate degree-seeking
students who graduated with that degree in not more than three years from the
institution in which they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen.

"Within the System" data reflect baccalaureate degree-seeking students who graduated
with that degree from any public or private institution within the state in not




more than six years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a
public institution or reflects associate degree-seeking students who graduated with that
degree from any public or private institution within the state in not more than
three years from the time they enrolled as first-time-entering freshmen at a public
institution. Students who transfer to and subsequently graduate from another
Oklahoma institution are reflected in the graduation rate of their originating institution.

When the "Within the System" six year graduation rates of the 1984-85 cohort are
compared to the 1985-86 cohort, there is a slight percentage point increase in the rate
for "All Athletes" in the combined four-year and comprehensive institutions. However,
when the rates are examined by individual schools significant changes become apparent.
The "All Athletes" graduation rate at the University of Oklahoma increased by 17.9
percentage points between the 1984-85 cohort and the 1985-86 cohort. The graduation
rate at Oklahoma State University declined, however, by 2.6 percentage points for
athletes between the two cohort years. East Central University shot up by 39.3
percentage points but the increase was based on a very small number of scholarship
athletes. All of the other four-year institutions posted declines in the graduation rates
of all of their athletes. For "All Students” as a group the percentage point variance
between cohort years was much less. This is due mainly to the stablizing effect of the
large numbers in these cohorts.

These variances in just two cohort years point out the danger of using one year of cohort
based graduation rates for an absolute measure. Subcohorts, such as scholarship
athletes, with small numbers can give a radically different reading from year to year;
only over several years can any real trends be perceived. For these reasons, the
comparison of the 1987-88 cohort with the 1988-89 cohort for two-year institutions
becomes problematic. In addition to the small numbers of scholarship athletes, a

number of two-year schools with scholarship athletes in 1987-88 reported no scholarship
athletes in 1988-89.

Notes

Although the report reflects graduation rates for only those institutions with scholarship
athletes, it also contains aggregate graduation rates at the comprehensive, four-year and two-
year college levels. Because aggregation in a cohort student flow system occurs at the initial

formation of the student cohort (in this case with first-time entering freshmen) graduation
rates cannot be summed or averaged.

A dash (--) in some cells indicates the institution had no scholarship athletes in that category.
For institutions that do not have varsity athletic teams, all cells will contain dashes. At least
three schools that have varsity athletic teams reported no athletic scholarships were awarded
within the 1985-86 student cohort. These schools have "NA" in each cell.

In several instances the number of individuals in each cell is so small that the percentage
value is stated as 0.0% or 100.0%. These values should be analyzed with caution. Were this
a numerical report, all values less than 5 would not be displayed in order to comply with the
federal privacy act. It is also important to note that tracking students between and among
schools relies on data identified by social security number. If a student’s social security
number changes, is misreported, or withheld by the student, tracking between schools will




not take place and even tracking within an institution may be influenced. Internal data
audits at the University of Oklahoma indicate that invalid social security numbers introduce
an error range of 1 (0 2 percent.

No athletic scholarships were awarded in swimming to any student in the 1985-86 cohort for
four-year and comprehensive institutions or the 1988-89 cohort for two-year institutions so
no "Within the Institution” and "Within the System" tables were included.

A final note relates to the "all student graduation rates" category. This category does not
represent the actual productivity of system institutions. For example, significant numbers
of students take more than six years to graduate. As a result, if a cohort of first-time-
entering freshmen at OU and OSU were tracked over a ten-year period (instead of six years
as in this study), the anticipated graduation rates would be approximately 60 percent.
Additionally, the methodology used in this report does not take into account noteworthy
differences between urban community colleges and traditional residential junior colleges.
Urban community college students tend to take smaller numbers of courses over longer
periods of time while residential junior college students tend to follow more traditional
enrollment patterns of 12 or more hours during consecutive semesters. Only long-term
analysis will fully reveal graduation rates of Oklahoma higher education institutions.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OXLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.8. 1981, Section 65%.4, as
amended by Section 57, Chapter 178, O0.S.L. 1985 (70 0.8. Supp. 1989,
Section 695.4), is amended to read as follows:

Saction 695.4 Any trustee appointed to the Authority shall, at
the tize Of the appointaent, be a citizen and resident of tha Stace
af Oklahoma for at least one (1) Year prior to the data of his
appointment. The Authority shall consist of five (5) members
appointad by the Governor ef—the—Stete—ef—Oitiehens with the advice
and consent of the Senate end, _The nanbers shall be ramovable et—itg
?g:tsur. for cause. The rsqular tern of each samber shall be five
yYears exespe—shet—the—imitiei—eppointasnt—sheii—be—tor—itesver
teras—se—thet—che—tern—of—oniy—one—aeaber—sheii—apire—es

GEh— e,

The trustees shall elect a chairman and secretary and sach shall
serve until mis 3 successor is eslected and qualified and shall
perform such duties as the trustees diresct.

The trustees shall adept rules and ragulations as they desan
necessary for the governing of the Authority and thc Jdischarge of its
duties and may do all things necessary or convenient <o nmake the
Authority effective for the purpose for vhich it is created.

The trustess shall be resimbursed fer—treveir—ewpenses—out—eot

7 oklahg funds available t: the
Authority while enveged—in—ettendine traveling to and from official
meetings af the A and %

for travel on other official business peurswens—ee—she—Gtete—Trave:
Rerabursesent—hee of the Authority.

SECTION 2. NEW LAW A nev section of lav to be codified in
the Cklahoma Statutes as Seaction 822 of Title 70, unless there is
creatad a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A. Beginning July 1, 1991, each institution of The Oklahoma
State Systam of Higher Education vhich is attanded by students
reaceiving athletic scholarships shall submit an annual report to the
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education which shall include:

1. the graduation rate for students at the institution who
received athletic scholarships, detailed by sport, year of
enrollment, race and gender; and

2. the graduation rate for all students at the institution,
detailed by year of enrollmant, raca and gender.

B. The Oklahoma State Regents -for Nigher Education shall compile
the data contained in the reports submitted pursuant to subsection A
of this section and shall publish an anmual report saking the
inforzation available by individual institution by sport, year of
snrollment, race and gender and on a statsvids aggregats basis by
sport, year of enrollsent, race and gender. The report shall be
distributed to: '

1. the Gavernor;
2. the Speaksr of the House of Representatives;
3. tha Pressidant Pro Tempors of the Senats;

¢. the Publications Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Departasnt of
Libraries;

S. the library of each institution of The Oklahoma State Systas
of Higher Educa%ion;
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N
. 6. the State Superintendent of Public Instruction; and !

7. any person upon request.

C. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
distribute a copy of the report required by subsection B of this
section to the library, athletic ofifice, principal’s office or
counselor’s offica of sach public secondary school in this state.
The report shall be made available at the school for public
inspection.

i

D. Beginning July 1, 1991, each institution required to submit a |
report pursuant to subsection A of this section shall provide the i
information contained in the most rscent report to al’ high school
athletes the institution is recruiting and, for every . zudent who
signs a letter of intent, shall obtain a signed statement indicating
that the student has reviewved and discussed the report vith the
secondary school guidance cocunselor or principal of the student.

Said signed statament shall be available for public inspection at the
institution for a periocd of six (6) years following the date signed.

E. For the purpose of this section:

1. T"Athletic scholarship” means any scholarship, grant, or othaer
form of financial assistance whose terms requirs the recipient to
participate in a program of intercollegiats athletics for the
institution in order to be aligible to receive the assistance froa
the institution;

2. YlLatter of intent” means a document vhich is:
a. provided by an institution of higher education to a

prospective student who is offered an athletic
scholarship, and

b. signed by ths student to indicate the intent of the
student to attand that institution; and

3. ~Graduation rate® msans the proportion of stursrt athletas to
the general student population enrclled in at least twelve (12)
credit hours per samester Who have earned an associate degree within
three (3) years or have sarned a bachelor’s degres vithin six (6)
years of commancing study for such degree.

SECTION 3. AMENDATORY 70 0.8. 1981, Section 3201, as last
amended by Section 1, Chapter 283, 0.S.L. 1982 (70 O.S. Supp. 1989,
Section 3201), is amended to read as follows:

Section 3201. The folloving stata educational institutions shall
be members of The Oklahoma Stata Systam of Higher Educations
University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Stats University, Langston
University, Oklahoma Panhandle Stata University, Murray Stats
College, Connors State College of Agriculturs and Applied Science,
Canmaron University, Rastarn Oklahoma Stats College, Northeastern
cklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Generwi—State
Universiey University of Cantral Oklahoms, East Central Giviehems
Sveve University, MNortheastarn Okieheas Stats University,
Northwestarn Oklahoma State University, Southesastarn Oklahoxa Stata
University, Southwestern Oklahoma State University, University ot
Science and Arts of Oklahoma,

Junigr Collsgs, Morthern Oklahoma College end, QKlahOEA CiLy
Compunity College, Rogers Stats College. BRuaa State Collags. Seminole
Junior Collegae. Tulsa Junior Collsge, and Westarn OKIADORA State

Collags.

SECTION 4. AMENDATORY 70 0.S. 198), Section 1301.1, is
amanded to read as follows:
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