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Foa_s
READING AND
LEARNING TOGETHER

Grades One-Three

Thls projecl provides sugges-
tions and materials for reading
specialists or Newspaper in
Education coordinators to use in
conducting a 90-minute program
for parents. These programs
should help parents learn new
ways to use the newspaper to
encourage their children to read,
talk and think. Educational
research confirms the important
role parents play in helping their
children learn and use language.
Parents often want Information
and advice on how they can
encourage their children to read
and express their thoughts
clearly.

The newspaper Is a source of
reading material for both adults
and children. Newspapers are
available In many homes and
contain information on a wide
variety of subjects for people of
all ages, interests and expo*
maw. Newspapers are also
convenient for parents to use in
modeling reading behavior,
encouraging conversation and
extending children's awareness
of people, places, things and
events.

Newspapers are often consid-

: ered most appropriate for experi-
*need modem, but their use
should not be limited. Although
most children in grades one
through three will not read the
newspaper independently, they
can benefit from shared reading
activities with a parent or other
interested adult. The activities
in this project are designed to
help parents understand how to
use the newspaper to stimulate
discussion, foster conversation
and build on children's interests
in people and events.

4
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COMPONENTS

LEADERS'
GUIDE

I This guide provides
resources for planning
and carrying out

special "Family Focus" parent
programs. Conducted by
members of local chapters of
the International Reading As-
sociation and Newspaper in
Education specialists, these
programs will train parents to
use the newspaper with their
children. The focus of each
program is family communica-
tion-using the newspaper as a
source for reading and talk-
ing.

The programs described in
this publication target families
of children in first through
third grade. Many of the
activities can be used with
nonreaders or early readers.
Activities focus on developing
spoken language-an impor-
tant first step in reading.

The Leaders' Guide con-
tains outlines for four sample
90-minute programs. Leaders
may choose to use one of
these programs or a combina-
tion of two or more. Leaders
also may develop original
programs. A key point for all

leaders is to develop pro-
grams that meet the needs
and interests of the parents in
their audiences. Leaders
should feel free to tailor-make
Family Focus sessions in their
own personal styles. The geal
here is a successful present'
tion, one that will stimulate

: parents to repeat some of the
: learning activities at home
: with their children.

: PARENT
: BROCHURE
: Family Focus:

Reading and Learn-
.

ing Together is a bro-
chure describing activities for

: parents and children reading
: the newspaper together. The
: brochure includes activities
: that encourage parents and
: children to "Read Together,"
: "Talk Together" and 'Think
: Together." It also suggests
: activities that children may try
: on their own. The parent
: brochure included with this
: kit has been provided in cam-
: era-ready form suitable for re-
: production in large numbers.
: When bound, it will become
: and eight-page brochure. At
: the close of the Family Focus
: program, each parent should
: receive a brochure to take
: home.
: The parent brochure is
: located in the pocket folder.

MODEL LETTERS

: Included are two
model letters promot-
ing the program to

: parents-one from the princi-
: pal and one from the PTA-
: that can be adapted to local

programs and sent home.
Also included in this guide is
a model letter to teachers,
describing the purposes of the
Family Focus program and its
teaching techniques, in the
hope that teachers will sup-
port the program and rein-
force parents' efforts. (See
pages 6 to 8 of this guide for
model letters.)

PUBLICITY FLIER
FOR PARENTS

This flier is de-
signed to attract
parents to the Family

Focus programs. It includes
room for listing the place and
time of the Family Focus
evenings, and can be easily
duplicated by program organ-
izers. (See page 9 of this
guide for sample flier.)

: PUBLIt" SERVICE
: ANNOLNCEMENTS

Public service an-
nouncements for both
newspapers and radio

: can be used to promote the
: Family Focus program. (See
: page 10 of this guide for
: sample public service an-
: nouncements.)



1111111111111111111111111111111 I I 3

MODEL
PROGRAMS

Four different
topics are presented
in the leaders' guide:

on helping parents to use pho-
tographs to promote conversa-
tion with their children, on
helping parents select newspa-
per articles to read with their
youngsters, on ways for par-
ents to use newspapers to pro-
mote family conversation and
on helping parents choose
topics to interest their chil-
dren in independent activities.

Included with the model
programs is a sample agenda
that session leaders can fol-
low, plus step-by-step sugges-
tions for running a successful
Family Focus event. Each
model program offers several
activities to encourage parent
participation, on the premise
that parental enthusiasm dur-
ing the session will spill over
to the at-home activities that
parents plan for their children.
Model programs appear on
pages 11-17.

MODEL
STATEMENTS
TO PARENTS

III Included in the
leaders' guide are
model statements to

parents, offered as a way to
help Family Focus program
leaders introduce and con-

elude the sessions they run. :

: The statements reinforce the :

: premises of Family Focus
: that reading is worthwhile and :
: important, and that children
: who see their parents reading
: will be more inclined to do so
: themselves. See pages 18-19.

TRANSPARENCY
MASTERS

Three sample
transparency masters
are provided (pges

: 20-22), to help Family Focus
nrogram leaders add visual
impact to their introductory

: and concluding remarks.
Session leaders are encour-

: aged to develop other trans-
: parencies to suit the needs of

the programs they run.

EVALUATIONS
Evaluation Card

An evaluation card
is located in the pocket

folder. Family Focus program
: leaders are asked to return
: the card to ANPA Foundation.
: Information provided will help

program organizers develop
: materials for future Family
: Focus events.

Evaluation Form
The evaluation form, lo-

cated on page 24, should be
duplicated and distributed to
parents who attend Family

Focus prccrrams. The form is
offered so program leaders
can gain ideas and sugges-
tions for future sessions.

: NEWSPAPER
:COLUMNS

Two newspaper columns
about Family Focus will be dis-
tributed to ANPA-member
newspapers.

Sponvorship
"Family Focus" is sponsored

by the American Newspaper
Publishers Association Foun-
dation, the International Read-
ing Association, the National
Congress of Parents and
Teachers and the National As-
sociation of Elementary School
Principals. The Canadian Daily
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion also has endorsed the pro-
gram.

Program loaders
Committees of local/state/

provincial councils of the Inter-
national Reading Association
and Newspaper in Education
coordinators affiliated with the
American Newspaper Publish-
ers Association Foundation will
organize the Family Focus pro-
grams in cooperation with local
schools and/or PTAs. The
sponsors should identify the
program leader, most likely a
reading specialist or the coor-
dinator for Newspaper in Edu-
cation programs from the local
newspaper.
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PLANNING GUIDE FOR
PROGRAM LEADERS

Several weeks before the
Family Focus program is to
take place, schedule
meeting(s) with representa-
tives of each of the sponsoring
groups. Determine who will
take various responsibilities
for the meeting.
I Ask both the elementary
school principal and the PTA
president to be present at the
Family Focus program to
welcome participants. Ideally,
both a reading specialist and a
Newspaper in Education coor-
dinator will be present,
although either one alone
could lead the session.
I Decide the topic of your
program. This leaders' guide
includes outlines for four
different topics. Leaders may
choose one topic, or make
selections from two or more.
!nclude this information in
your publicity.
I Formulate a budget for
your program. Determine
who will cover expenses for
duplicating publicity materials
and parent brochures, and
who will contribute funds for
incidentals, including refresh-
ments.
I Select a convenient time
and place for the program.
The best meeting locations
have round tables and chairs
large enough for adults to sit
in comfortably. School re-
source rooms, libraries or
media centers are ideal.

: Schedule the meeting for a
: time that is convenient for
: parents who would be willing
: and able to attend.
: I Begin publicizing the
: program. Promote it in your
: newspaper, either through
: ads or articles or both. Adapt
: the enclosed public service

anqouncements and send
: them to local radio stations.
: Call local television talk
: shows to schedule appear-
: ances by one or more mem-
: bers of the sponsoring organi-
: zations. Copy and distribute
: fliers to all parents of children
: in grades 1-3 of the sponsor-
: ing school. Post fliers in other
: locations where parents are
: likely to see them. Have the
: school principal and PTA
: president write a letter to
: parents (samples are en-
: closed) encouraging participa-
: tion in the Family Focus
: program. Tell teachers about
: the program and ask for their
: cooperation. (Sample letter to
: teachers is enclosed.)
: I Decide whether er not to
: pre-register participants.
: Although pre-registration
: makes planning easier, it may
: discourage last-minute atten-
: dance. If you will pre-register,
: decide who will be respon-
: sible for receiving and proc-
: essing the forms.
: I Determine the optimum
: size of the group. In a large
: school, you may need to hold
: two programs.
: I Determine who will be re-

sponsible for refreshments, if
any, what will be served and
when it will be served.
I Assemble all the materials
you will need for the program.
These include:

One copy of the newspa-
per for each participant.

One copy of the brochure
"Family Focus: Reading
and Learning Together" for
each participant.

Overhead projector and
screen.

Optional materials as re-
quired by individual program
leaders (bulletin board, mark-
ers, scissors, paste).
I Preparc a evaluation form
and make &ire you have
enough copies for each
participant. A sample evalu-
ation form is included in this
guide.
I Begin promptly and end
on time.
I Work to create a relaxed,
informal atmosphere.
I Thank all parents for par-
ticipating.
I After the program is over,
call or meet with other spon-
soring groups to evaluate its
success. Decide whether you
will schedule additional
programs.
I Let ANPA Foundation and
the IRA know how your
programs went. Please com-
plete and return the evalu-
ation postcard enclosed with
this kit.
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Note: Although this leaders'
guide refers to the Family
Focus parent meetings as
"programs," you may wish to
call your local event a "Family
Focus Day" or a "Family
Focus Evening." Parents are
likely to attend a meeting that
will provide them with easy-
to-use, enjoyable and interest-
ing information on using the
newspaper to help their
children learn.

PARENT
BROCHURE

The Parent Brochure is
located in the pocket folder.

5
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3 MODEL
LETTERS
MODEL LETTER
TO TEACHERS

Dear Educator:
The (newspaper name) and your local reading

council are sponsoring a Family Focus program on
(date) at (location) from (time).

Family Focus: Reading and Learning To-
gether is a national program designed to help
parents learn new ways of working with their
children to foster good reading habits and im-
proved reading skills. The program is sponsored by
the International Reading Association and the
American Newspaper Publishers Association
Foundation with the National Congress of Parents
and Teachers and the National Association of
Elementary School Principals.

As a teacher, you are a vital part of the Family
Focus effort. During the session, parents will learn
effective techniques for working with their children.
The newspaper will be used as a primary resource;
activities that are both enjoyable and educationally
sound will be presented to parents as ideas for
further efforts at home. You can reinforce the work
parents are doing and answer questions that they
might ask.

Please join us next (day of week) as we train
parents in methods to use at home with their
children. If you would like further information
about Family Focus, please call (newspaper name
and telephone number) or (reading council name
and telephone number). Thanks so much for your
help.

Sincerely,



1111111111111111111111111111111111

MODEL LETTER TO
PARENTS FROM
PRINCIPALS

School letterhead

Date

Dear (name of school) parent:
It's my pleasure to invite you to an important

programFamily Focus: Reading and Learning
Together, planned for the parents of our first,
second and third graders on (day of week, month,
date, time) in (room number, if any) at (location).
This program will offer practical advice and specific
methods to help you help your child develop good
reading habits at home by using the newspaper.

Since reading is the most basic skill for students-
and is the foundation for all future learning-it needs
to be reinforced often at home, especially in the early
elementary years. Family Focus has been carefully
designed by reading specialists to introduce parents
to simple, enjoyable ways to complement the schooi's
program and strengthen your child's reading skills.
The newspaper, inexpensive and readily available,
will be the reading material for the program.

Family Focus, planned to last about an hour-and-
a-half and led by (name and title of leader), is aimed
at all parents-whether this is your first child or
you're a veteran elementary school parent. We'll all
learn, and I'm quite sure you will enjoy it. Every
parent attending will receive a resource brocnure
with solid suggestions for talking together, reading
together, thinking together and for projects children
can do on their own with the newspaper.

I look forward to seeing you on (day of meeting).
Please contact me or (group leader or PTA leader) at
(phone number) if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
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MODEL LETTER TO
PARENTS FROM
PTAs

Dear (name of school) parent:
As parents, we all want to know how we can help

our children do better in school. We know that we
have an important role to play in our children's
learningthat we are our children's first and most
important teachers.

To help us with that important responsibility, the
(name of school) PTA is co-sponsoring a special
program for pal ents on (date) at (time and place).
Family Focus: Reading and Learning Together
will show you simple things that you can do at home
to help improve your child's reading skills. You'll
learn practical, enjoyable and easy ways to use news-
papers to talk together, read together and think
together.

You'll also receive a brochure that explains other
activities you can try at home with your children.
Newspapers are used in most of the activities; they
were selected for this program because they are
inexpensive, readily available and contain something
of interest to everyoneeven young children.

We hope you'll join us for this hour-and-a-half
event. If you have questions about this program,
please call me at (telephone). Hope to see you there!

Sincerely,
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PUBLICITY

*16,

1041.

PARENTS:
HELP IMPROVE
YOUR CHILD'S
READING
A FREE PROGRAM TO SHOW YOU
HOW TO USE THE NEWSPAPER TO
IMPROVE YOUR CHILD'S READING
SKILLS

Fun and easy-to-use activities
I Teachemleveloped, parent-tested
I Use the newspaper to read

together, think together,
talk together

Date:

For more information, call:

Time:

Place:

ir Family Focus: Reading and Looming Togothor
is sponsored by the American Newspaper Publi.4h.
ers Association Foundation, the International
Reading Association, the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers and the National Association
of Elementary School Principals. The Canadian
Daily Newspaper Publishers Association has also
endorsed the program.

9
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PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

; 30-SECOND

Parents-do you want to
help your children do better
in school? A free program,
Family Focus: Reading and
Learning Together, will
show you fun and easy ways
to use the newspaper to help
improve your child's reading
skills. The program will be
held at (LOCATION) on
(DATE) at (TIME). For more
information, call (TELE-

: PHONE). That number again:
: (TELEPHONE).

60-SECOND

Parents-helping your
children develop a love of
reading may be the most
important way to nelp them
do better in school. Now a
free program will show you
ways you can use your news-
paper to help improve your
child's reading skills. The
program is called Family
Foeus: Reading and Learn-
ing Together, and it will be
held at (LOCATION) on
(DATE) at (TIME). Every
parent attending will receive a
resource brochure with solid
suggestions for talking
together, reading together,
thinking together and for
projects children can do on
their own with newspapers.
These suggestions have been
developed by teachers and
parents, so they're enjoyable,
easy and educationally sound.

Again, the Family Focus
program will be held at
(LOCATION) on (DATE) at
(TIME). For more informa-
tion, call (TELEPHONE).
That's (TELEPHONE).
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MODEL
PROGRAMS

This leaders' guide in-
cludes outlines for four 90-
minute programs. Each pro-
gram focuses on a different
aspect of children's language
development.

Program Model 3.
Getting the Picture

How parents can use photo-
graphs and other visual mate-
rial from the newspaper to
promote conversation and
develop th.:71king skills.

Program Model 2
Reading Together

How parents can select
newspaper articles to read
with their children; how to en-
courage children to talk about
what they have read in the
newspaper.

Program Model 3
Talking Together

How to use the newspaper
to spark family conversation
and encourage children to
express their ideas clearly.

Program Model 4
Exploring Topics

How to choose topics that
interest children; how to use
newspapers to stimulate
curiosity and extend knowl-
edge.

SAMPLE AGENDA

This model agenda pre-
sents a general outline that
can be adapted for use with
any Family Focus program in-

cluded in this leaders' guide.
In selecting activities to be

: used with a group, allow ap-
: proximately 5-7 minutes for
: participants to complete the
: activity and more time for
: sharing. The size of the group
: will determine the amount of
: time needed for sharing infor-
: mation.

TIME
. 15 minutes

10 minutes

50 minutes

15 minutes

ACTIVITY
Greetings and
introductions
Program overview

Icebreaker activity

Using the newspaper
with children at
home

Summary

How to follow up

Evaluation

RESOURCES
Program sponsors

Program leaders
Sample introductory
statements
Transparency 1
Transparency 2

Samples enclosed

Leaders may choose
activities from those
suggested in the program
models, or develop their
own activities. Choose two
or more activities suited to
the needs and interests of
the audience.

Sample concluding
statement
Transparency 3

Parent Brochure
Family Focus:
Reading and
LeamingTogether

Evaluation Form

11



12

MODEL
PROGRAM 1
Getting the Picture

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

Newspapers contain photo-
graphs and illustrations that
can encourage children to
develop ideas and stimulate
conversation. In this program,
parents will learn how to use
the visuai materials in news-
papers to promote discussion
and reading. Each participant
should have a newspaper.

GEITING STARTED

Have parents work alone or
with a partner. Direct them to
scan the newspaper, finding
photographs and illustrations.
Then have them list the kinds
of information included in
these photographs and
illustrations. The list might
include:

1 Popular entertainers
1 Athletes

Ordinary citizens
1 Politicians
1 Accidents
1 Weather maps
1 Household items
1 Clothing
1 Cars
1 Food.

Have participants share their
lists with a partner and talk
about one or two pictures that
most attracted their attention.

Then choose one or more
of the following activities:

hctivity 3.
Ask parents to examine

photographs of people in the
newspaper and choose one
that would most interest Their
child. (Point out that sports
photography is often the most
popular with children.) Have
them identify the persons in
the photograph and tell a
partner why that person is
newsworthy and why they
selected this example for their
child.

In the group, discuss ways
to use this activity with
children. Suggestions:

1 Parents ask childr en to
scan the newspaper and select
an interesting photo. Parents
ask children what they know
about the people and why
they seiected this photo.
Parents read the accompany-
ing caption or article to the
child and together they talk
about ideas that are new.

1 Children can cut the
photo out of the newspaper,
mount it on a larger piece of
paper and write the name of
the person or persons pic-
tured on the paper. Children
can talk about the people in
the photograph and then
dictate ideas to parents to
write a story about the photo-
graph. Older children can be
encouraged to write their own
stories about the photograph.
These news stories can be

displayed on the refrigerator,
the door of the child's room
or given to friends and rela-
tives.

(Leaders snould remind
parents that the ideas children
produce in writing are more
important than complete
accuracy in spelling and punc-
tuation. Parents can make
incidental observations about
words the child knows how to
spell, but should concentrate
first on the ideas the child has
to off,:r.)

Activity 2
Have parents draw a simple

picture or a floor plan of their
home and label each room.
Have them scan the newspa-
per to find pictures (in adver-
tisements or news photo-
graphs) of 10 items they have
in their home. They can cut
out these pictures and put
theni in the appropriate
rooms on their floor plan.

Discuss how this activity
could be used with children.
Suggestions:

Parents have children
draw a picture of a room in
their house. Children find ads
that show pictures of things
that might go in that room:
"Can you find a bed? Can you
find a TV?"



Children choose pictures :

or drawings of one or two
items they would like to add :

to the household and paste :

hem in the appropriate places :
on their picture.

Activity 3
Parents select a newspaper

photograph that shows action.
They should cover the cap-
tion, so the photo can be
analyzed visually, without
benefit of the explanatory
words. With a partner, have
them look at the picture and
talk about what is happening,
then speculate about what
happened before and after the
photo was taken. Then ask
them to read the caption and
discuss ideas it adds to their
interpretation.

Discuss how actior photos
can be used to stimulate
discussion. Suggestions:

Parents should encourage
children to react spontane-
ously to the picture before
making comments or pointing
out additional information to
the youngsters. Then parents
can explain that the caption
adds more information.
Parents can read the caption
or ask their child to read the
caption to them.

1 Parents can ask other
questions about the photo:
- "What do you think hap-
pened before this picture was
taken? What will happen
next?"
"What would you do if you

were there?"
- "What do you think the
people are saying?"

"How do you think the
people feel?"
- "What picture might they
print about this incident in
tomorrow's newspaper?"

1 Parents can involve even
very young children in this
activity. Ask children to tell
you the names of things they
recognize in the photograph.

Play a game to improve
your powers of observation.
Parents and children should
carefully look at the picture
for a minute or two. Then
cover the picture and take
turns telling each other every-
thing they can remember.
(Children are often better at
this game than their parents,
so they may request this
game often.)

1 Children can draw pic-
tures of what happened before
or after the photograph. They
can write their own stories or
captions for their pictures,
then share their work with
family or friends.

Id

MODEL
PROGRAM 2
Reading Together

BACKGROUND
: INFORMATION

Parents play the most
important role in helping their
children develop a lifelong
interest in reading and in
encouraging their children to
read for pleasure and informa-
tion. In this session, parents
will learn how important it is
to read with their children and
will develop ways to use the
newspaper to support their
family reading.

GETTING STARTED

Discuss how important it is
for parents and children to
read together. Point out that
parents have a tremendous
influence on their children's
reading patterns. When
parents and schools work
together, children can de-

: velop a love of reading that
will last a lifetime.

Identify several ad% antages
of using the newspaper for
reading activities at home,
and invite comments from the
audience about the role of the
newspaper in their reading at
home. Advantages might
include:

1 Convenience
1 Variety of subjects

something for everyone
1 A way to encourage

children to learn about sub-
: jects that are new

13
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I Photographs and illustra-
tions to stimulate interest

When parents read the
newspaper, children begin to
think of reading as an "adult"
activity-it becomes more
attractive.

Each participant should
have a newspaper to use in
one or more of the following
activities.

Activity 1
Have parents scan the

newspaper to locate a story or
report that would interest
their child. Have them meet
with partners or small groups
to discuss their choices,
explaining how they would
introduce the item to the child
and indicating which parts of
the story they would read
aloud.

Invite participants to share
their ideas with the group.

Discuss ways to adapt this
activity to use with children.
Suggestions:

I Parents read a short
article about a local event or
organization. Children should
retell the story in their own
words.

I Parents read an article
about their children's favorite
sports team. Or they look for
an article about a boys' or
girls' team from the high
school nearest to their home.

Activity 2
Have parents turn to the

comics in the newspaper. Do
their children read the com-
ics? Which comics are their
children's favorites?

Have parents discuss ways
to use the comics to stimulate
reading with their child.
Suggestions:

I Have children choose a
comic they enjoy. Cut off the
captions and have children
write new ones.

I Encourage children to
read a favorite comic strip
every day and talk about what
is happening in each episode.

Select a time when it is
convenient for farmly mem-
bers to be together. Take
turns reading and talking
about favorite comics.

Cut out favorite comics or
comics children think others
would enjoy. Paste them in
scrapbooks, include them in
letters, or post them on family
bulletin boards or the refrig-
erator door.

Activity 3
Have parents read a local

story, then talk with a partner
or a small group about ways
the story could affect their
family.

Discuss why it is important
to talk with children about
local news affecting their lives
(elections, school news,
community events). Invite vol-

unteers to talk about how they
might discuss this story or
other local news with their
children.

Activity 4
Many newspapers include

special features for young
readers. If your newspaper
has such a feature, use ex-
amples of recent articles to
remind parents to watch for it
and read it with their children.
Other information that par-
ents may want to share with
their children:

I School news
I School lunch menus

Information about
children's athletic leagues

I Announcements of free
programs

I Church or religious
organization events

Weather reports.
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MODEL
PROGRAM 3
Talking Together

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

Family conversation helps
children develop thinking
skills and spoken language. It
also offers them a chance to
explore their thoughts with
people who care about them.
In this session, parents will
learn how talking helps their
children's language develop-
ment and will explore new
ways to use the newspaper to
promote family conversation.

GETIING STARTED

Discuss the importance of
parents and children talking
together and the benefits of
these conversations for both
children and adults. Invite
members of the audience to
tell how they encourage
conversation with their
children.

Identify advantages of
using the newspaper to
stimulate discussion with
children. These might in-
clude:

I The wide variety of items
(comics, movie rev;ews,
television listings, letters to
the editor, etc.) included
in a typical newspaper will
probably include at least one
item of interest to every
member of the family.

I Newspapers help children
learn about important current
issues.

I Newspapers often provide
more in-depth coverage of
events than television or
radio. Children can see that
there are many sides to an
issue.

Invite comments from the
audience about recent items
in the newspaper that have
sparked conversations in their
homes.

Each participant should
have a newspaper to use in
one or more of the following
activities.

Activity 1
Have parents scan newspa-

per headlines and photo-
graphs about people in the
news. Ask them to identify
two or more people they think
their children would find
interesting. Have them
discuss with a partner why
these individuals would
appeal to their children.
Would these individuals have
the same appeal for adults?

Suggestions for adapting
this activity to use with
children:

I With the group, develop
questions to stimulate and
direct conversation with
children. These might in-
clude:

"Why is this person's
picture in the newspaper?"

"Do you think the person
would be pleased to see this .

picture?"

1

"What can you tell about
the person from this picture?"

"If this person came to our
house, what would you say?"

I Highlight a "person of the
week." Family members can
take turns choosing someone
from newspaper stories and
pictures. Then everyone can
gather information from
newspaper articles, TV and
radio reports to learn more
about this person's activities.

Activity 2
Mention ihat newspaper

stories often provide opportu-
nities for readers to explore a
range of emotionsenjoyment,
sadness, anger, sympathy,
and so on. Have parents scan
the newspaper to find two in-
cidents that evoke different
emotions, then discuss the
examples with a partner.

Suggestion for adapting
this activity to use with
children:

I Have parents look for
pictures that show people's
expressions. Ask children
how each person feels. Look
for pictures that make chil-
dren feel happy and sad. Then
ask questions like, "What
makes you happy? What
makes you sad? Why does
this picture make you feel that
way?"

ha111,



Activity 3
Point out the weather page

as a source of ideas for
conversation. Ask parents to
discuss how they use the
weather page. Do they check
to see the weather in other
parts of the country?

Have parents make a list of
people their children know in
different parts of the country.

Suggestions for adapting
this activity for use with
children:

I With their children, look
at the weather map to see
what effect the weather will
have on the activities of their
relatives or friends.

Look at the weather
forecast and ask children to
select appropriate clothes for
school or play.

MODEL
PROGRAM 4
Exploring Topics

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

The newspaper offers
something for everyone-
stories about sports, entertain-
ment, politics, food, human
interest, people, fashion,
books, games, money and so
on. Newspaper stories often
include the latest information
on these subjects.

Choosing topics that appeal
to children and reading about
them over time is a way to
encourage children to read
the newspaper, extend their
knowledge and develop new
ideas and interests.

This program will help par-
ents identify ways to explore
topics in depth by using the
newspaper. The specific
topics and activities will, of
course, be determined by the
interests and abilities of the
children, as well as the mate-
rial available in the newspa-
per.

GETTING STARTED

Have parents identify topics
or themes that interest their
children. Record these sug-
gestions on the chalkboard or
on large sheets of paper.
Working alone or in groups,
parents should look through
the newspaper to find articles

: that relate to those topics.
: This activity should help
: pare...,s realize that af tides on
: a given topic may appear in

many sections of the newspa-
: per. Articles about pets, for
: example, might appear in the

following places:
: I Classified ads (lost and
: found, pets for sale)

Community events (dog or
: cat shows)
: I Local news (problems

with pets in the community)
: Feature stories
: Columns about pets or

animals
I TV listings (programs

: about animals).
: Discuss ways parents can
: encourage children to use the
: newspaper to sustain interest
: in a specific topic. Parents can:

Skim the newspaper and
: point out articles on this
: subject to their children
- Take time to read and talk
together about the articles
- Help the child develop a file

: or scrapbook of information
- Take the child to the library

: to find other information on
: the topic
: Look through the TV listings
: for programs on the subject.
: Parents also should remem-

ber to allow children to as-
: sume some of the responsibil-

ity for locating information and
: deciding what to do with it.
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Activity 1
Choose a topic such as

pets. Discuss ways parents
could use information in the
newspaper to help their
children explore this topic.
Suggestions might include:

I Develop charts, listing
advantages and disadvz .1ges
of various kinds of pets.
of pet, cost to keep pet, space
required, special care, etc.)

I Have children use their
imaginations in discussing
pets. "What would happen if
we had an elephant for a pet?"

I If children have a pet,
they might discuss how the
weather may affect the pet.
Children can learn responsi-
bility for caring for a pet
through some of these discus-
sions.

Activity 2
Have parents scan the

newspaper for information
about the community. The
newspaper often includes
listings of free events that
may be of special interest to
families.

Families mAght want to
keep a list of places in their
community they would like to
visit. Then one day, parents
could pull out the list and ask
their children to choose a
place for a family outing.

Activity 3
Have parents scan the

newspaper for science infor-
mation that may interest their

children (space, robots,
dinosaurs, the human body,
weather). With a partner or in
small groups, parents should
discuss why these science
topics would interest their

: children. Have the group
share ideas on ways parents
can help children learn more
about the science ideas
presented in the newspaper.

Parents might help their
children develop a personal
science notebook or journal
for clippings and their own
ideas about science. Pictures
and headlines could be made

: into a collage.

...MMI
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MODEL STATEMENTS
TO PARENTS

These statements include
suggestions for ways to
introduce and conclude
parent programs. Leaders
should use these statements
as background information,
adapting their specific com-
ments to the needs and
interests of the audience.

: by reading the daily newspa-
: per to and with your child.
: When your kids see you
: reading, they learn many
: important things:
: 1 Reading is worthwhile
: and important
: Reading is something
: adults do every day
: 1 People sometimes read to
: learn something

SAMPLE:

GREETINGS AND
INTRODUCTIONS

Be sure to introduce
yourself, your co-presenter,
the school's principal and PTA
representatives at the begin-
ning of the program. A good
idea is to ask all "official"
representatives of the four
sponsoring groups to say a
few words.

To introduce this program,
you might ask parents to
identify one thing that would
help their children do well in
school. Most will probably
say, "a love of reading." Ex-
plain: children who enjoy
reading can learn more about
any topic that interests them.
Parents can help their chil-
dren develop this love of
reading. Reading books to
them often helps instill the
reading habit. Another way is

1 Sometimes people read
things just for fun.

As your children watch you
read the newspaper, they'll
also learn that people respond
to what they've read in a
variety of ways-they read
things aloud to others, they
talk about the ideas, they
invite others to read an
interesting article, they laugh
about things that are funny,
they clip and file important
information, they make
telephone calls and some-
times they write letters.

: SAMPLE:

ICEBREAKER
ACTIVITIES

: I Have parents look through
: the newspaper and find an
: article they think their child
: would enjoy. Have parents tell
: about the articles and why
: they would interest their
: children as they introduce
: themselves to the group.
: 1 Or participants might
: introduce themselves to the

: group by telling which section
: of the newspaper they read
: first.
: 1 If the group is large and
: many participants do not
: know each other, develop a
: scavenger hunt-e.g., "Find a
: picture of an Olympic athlete,"
: "Find a map of Missouri," etc.
: Divide the group into teams.
: The first team to find all the
: items is the winner. (This
: activity is also fun for chil-
: dren.)

: SAMPLE:

STATEMENTS
ABOUT THE
IMPORTANCE OF
READING AT HOME

Here are some reasons why
. reading at home with your
. children is so important.

1 Parents who read to and
. with their children show them
: that reading is important.

1 Parents are a key factor in
developing a child's lifelong

: interest in reading. Parents
. can help their children de-
. velop the habit of reading.

1 Parents who use a variety
. of reading materials (newspa-
. pers, books, magazines,
: recipes, directions, etc.) with
: their children provide experi-
. ences and vocabulary neces-
. sary for successful reading.



SAMPLE:

STATEMENTS
ABOUT THE
IMPORTANCE OF
TALKIMMITH
CHILDREN AT
HOME

Conversation with chil-
dren stimulates their already
natural curiosity. It answers
their questions, encourages
them to ask more and boosts
their appetite for learning and
their vocabulary.

Children learn about
themselves and others
through conversation.

1 Talking with children
helps them clarify their ideas
and helps them think more
clearly.

1 When children talk with
adults, they learn new words.
They also may gather ideas
that will help them develop
reading and writing skills.

SAMPLE:

STATEMENTS
ABOUT USING THE
NEWSPAPER AS A
SOURCE OF READ-
ING MATERIAL

Newspapers present
information on a wide variety
of topics. There is something
to interest nearly everyone.

Newspapers are inexpen-
sive, convenient sources of
information.

1 People read newspapers
: for different purposes-to learn
: something new, to check a

fact, for self-improvement, for
: financial planning or for
: enjoyment. Children who see
: their parents reading the
: newspaper can see many
: different uses for reading.

1 The variety of stories in a
: newspaper can encourage
: family discussion on a wide
. range of topics.

1 By reading the newspa-
: per, children can learn more
: about local, state, national and
: world affairs.

: SAMPLE:

CONCLUDING
STATEMENT

: We've tried only a few ideas
in this session. The brochure

: Family Focus: Reading and
: Learning Together includes
: several more activities that
: you can do at home with your
: children.
: I hope you've begun to see
: that newspapers can be used
: for children who are learning
: to read, as well as with experi-
: enced readers. Whatever your
: child's reading ability and
: interest, you can use the
. new3paper to help encourage
: reading.
: Here are some general
. suggestions to make your
: newspaper time more enjoy-
: able:
: I Try to plan a regular time
: for reading the newspaper.

: Let your kids see you reading
: the newspaper. Talk with
: them about what you're
: reading-the weather, the TV
: listings, a book review, an ad.
: 1 Read aloud articles that
: may interest your children.
: Talk with your children about
: articles in the newspaper.
: 1 If your newspaper in-
: eludes a feature for y.,ung
: readers, watch for it and read
: it with your child. Point out
: examples of children's art and
: writing. Encourage your child
: to illustrate and write about
: ideas in the children's section.
: 1 Ask your kids to find
: articles that interest them.
: Talk with your kids about
: .their interests.

19
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TRANSPARENCY
MASTERS
A collage of newspaper head-
lines, in a variety of topics and
type sizes, emphasizes the
range and wide appeal of
content in the newspaper.
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Excerpted from POKOLOCIANEXPRESSWAYS II
Reading Program.
0 1987, G. Educational Publishing Company.
Reproduced by permission.



Use the Family Focus logo to .

stimulate conversation about :

the importance of parents and :

children reading together.

'

"if
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Use to conclude your Family .

Focus program.

READING THE
NEWSPAPER
AT HOME

I Read the news-
paper regularly

I Talk about what
you're reading

I Read aloud to
your children

I Read together

I Let children
choose what they
want to read
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EVALUATIONS

FAMILY FOCUS
EVALUATION CARD

There is an evaluation card
located in the pocket folder.

Please return it to ANPA
Foundation after you have
held your first Family Focus
event.
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FAMILY FOCUS
EVALUATION
FORM

Please use this form to let us know your thoughts about the
Family Focus program. Return it to the person who conducted
the session. The ideas and suggestions you provide will be
used in planning future Family Focus events.

How did you hear about the Family Focus Program?

(Check all that apply)
Notices from your PTA, school principal or reading council
Newspaper articles or advertisements
Radio or television announcements
Other (please specify)

Do you plan to use any of the ideas and activities suggested by the Family Focus

program leader?

Yes No

Which ideas did you find most interesting or helpful?

Please indicate your overall impression of the Family Focus program you attended.

(check one):

Excellent Very Good Average Fair Poor

What suggestions do you have about the use of newspapers by parents and young

people '6 might be included in a Family Focus program?
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ON THEIR OWN

Here are some acvivities your
children can try on their own.

1. Have your child cut out
pictures of faces, clothing, hands,
and feet and then arrange them
to create funny people.

2. Ask your child to find an
article about an interesting place
to visit in your community. Then
talk about what you would need
to bring if you visited, how you
would dress and what you could
do.

3. Have your child cut out letters
from the newspaper to spell his
or her name. Then paste them on
a sign or poster to display. Your
child might also try to spell the
names of other people in the
family, perhaps making a place-
mat for each.

4. Ask your child to pretend your
family is moving. Find pictures of
things you might want to indude
in your new apartment ur house.

5. Challenge your child to look
through the food ads to find
products that could be combined
into a hew and unusual sandwich.

. (Or suggest coming up with a
: new horrible-tasting sandwich!)

FAMILY FOCUS
READING AND LEARNING
TOGETHER

it PARENT
4 BROCHURE

2i)
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TO THE PARENT

Like many parents today, you
may often wonder if you could do
something at home to reinforce
what your child learns in school.
Experts agree that children learn
best when parents are interested
and involved in their children's
education. Many parents have
found that reading and looking
through the newspaper with their
children makes at-home learning
both enjoyable and effective.
Seeitig a parent read the newspa
per every day motivates a child to
want to do the same-read and
learn.

The newspaper can be both an
inexpensive source of information :
for you and a rich resource for :

enjoyable learning activities with :

your child. The suggestions in this:
booklet show you how to use the

: newspaper to:
Build your child's love of

reading
I Reinforce what's taught in

. school
: I Enjoy a special time with your
: child

I Learn more about your child's
inter,:sts.

30

THINK TOGETHER

1. Have your child choose an
object pictured in the newspaper
and describe it to you. See if you
can correctly identify it based on
your child's description. Switch
roles and repeat.

2. Pretend your child has money
to spe;.d at the grocery store. Cut
out prices for different foods:
meats, fruits, vegetables and
breads. Help your child find at
least two items in each group
that your family might enjoy. To-
gether, total your "purchases."
How much money did you
"spend"?

3. Ask your child to cut out a
pkture of a famous athlete, mov-
ie star, politician or other person
he or she would like to meet.
Ask, "What would you say to this
person? What do you think the
person would say to you?"

4. Find a story or picture of a
group of people who need help
(for example, victims of a fire or
flood, the homeless, people in a
hospital). Talk about ways your
family might help by spending
time, sharing talents or even con-
tributing money.

5. Read through the lost-and-
found advertisements. Choose an
interesting ad and ask your child
to draw a picture of the item it
describes. Or help your child
think of a classified ad to put in
the newspaper: "Do you have
some old toys to sell? Is there a
job yel. could offer to do for
people? (Walking dogs? Water-
ing plants?)"

5. Find pictures of people of all
ages. With your child, imagine
what life was like for these
people in the past. Imagine what
their lives might be like in the
future.

7. Talk with your child about
families. Who is in your family?
Do , ou have neighbors or
friends that you think of as part
of your extended family? Have
your child choose an article or
picture that every member of
your family might enjoy.

8. Look through the comics and
have your child choose a favorite

: character. Ask, "How are you
: like this character? How are you

different?"
111
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Notch. Ask, "Why did you choose
this program for the whole
family? What show would you
choose to watch by yourself?"
Look for ads about upcoming
programs. Ask, "What do you
think that show will be about? Do
you think it will be fun to watch?"

4. Read aloud a short article
about an event or organization in
your area. Have your child retell
the story in his or her own words.

S. Turn to the sports page. Read
an article about your child's or
your family's favorite team. Or
look for an article about a boys'
or girls' team from the high
school nearest to your home.

8. Find an announcement in the
newspaper about a free event in
your community. Decide whether
you and your hild would like to
attend.

7. Have your child cut out the
"cents off' coupons from the
newspaper. Ask, "Can you tell me
what this item is used for?" Sort

32

the coupons into categories-
cleaning products, snacks,
breakfast cereals and so on. As
you make out your shopping list,
have your child select the
coupons you will need.

8. Using the newspaper's food
section, choose a recipe with
your child. Prepare it together,
asking your child to help you
read the directions. Then serve it
to family or friends.

HELP L HINTS

Newspapers are great for kids
cf all ages. Even young children
enjoy photographs and comics.
Early readers can read the large
print in headlines and ads. And
what child doesn't enjoy just
talking with a parent? Special
time alone together will go a long
way to promote positive attitudes
toward learning.

This brochure includes activi-
tie!, that will help you talk
together, read together and think
together. Try some activities
from each group. Some days
your child may be more interest-
ed in reading, while other days a
"talk together" activity may be
more fun.

Your understanding of your
child's interests will help you
select activities that will be most
appealing to your child.

Newspapers can help build the
habit of daily reading in your
child. Try to read aloud to your
child every day. Ask grandpar-
ents, neighbors or older brothers
and sisters to help, perhaps
suggesting a comic strip or a
short article your child might
enjoy. Sometimes ask your child
to read something to you.

You may want to scale down
the newspaper with young chil-
dren by using only one section at
a time.

Sometimes stapling newspaper
pages together along the fold (so
it opens like a large book) makes
it easier for small children to
handle.

Show off the results of your
child's efforts-it's another
way to reinforce your "work"
together. Many families have a
permanent "art gallery" on the
refrigerator door, but you might
also encourage your child to
share projects with grandparents,
friends and neighbors.
1 Establish a comfortable place
for your newspaper activities.
Make clean-up a regular part of
your newspaper routine.

Exploring a newspaper should
be fun, not an at-home "assign-
ment." If your child shows no
interest today, try another day.

1
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TALK TOGETHER

1. Look through the newspaper
with your child. Ask your child to
find examples of:
1"Foods I like"
1"Clothes I like to wear"

"Toys I like to play with"
1 "Animals I like."
Talk about each selection: "Why
is a cat your favorite animal?" Tell
your child about things you like
and why.

2. Find a newspaper picture that
interests both of you. Tell your
child, in story form, about what
happened in the picture. Stop oc-
casionally and ask, "Then what do
you think happened?" Ask your
child to make up a different story.
Or talk about what might have
happened before or after the
picture was taken.

3. Cut out some favorite comics.
Cut the captions off and ask your
child to tell you a story about the
pictures. Ask questions like, "Did
something like that ever happen
to your and "What do you think
happens next?" Or cut the comic
strip into individual pictures and
ask your child to put them in

3 4

order, showing what happened
first, second and third.

4. Help children learn more
. about work and the variety of
: jobs available by looking for
: pictures of people performing

different jobs. Talk about what's
involved in different jobs. Point

: out that most jobs can be done by
either men or women. Search for

: pictures of jobs that various
: members of the family have or
: would like to have. Ask, "What

kind of work would you like to do
when you grow up?" and "Why?"

5. Look for pictures that show
people's facial expressions and
emotions. Ask your child how
each person feels. Then ask
questions like, "What makes you
happy? What makes you sad?"
Look for pictures that make your
child feel happy and sad. Ask,
"Why dues this picture make you
feel that way?"

6. Have your child draw a picture
of a room in your house. Find ads
that show pictures of things that
might go in that room. Ask, "Can

you find a bed? Can you find a
TV?"

7. Look for a picture of your
child's favorite sport or a favorite
athlete. Talk together about
sports you both enjoy.

8. Look for a picture of some-
thing your child might like to
give as a gift. Ask questions like,
"Do you think Grandma would
like it?" Have your child write or
dictate a letter to this person,
describing the gift and why it was
selected.

READ TOGETHER

1. Read the newspaper's weather
forecast to your child. Look for
pictures that illustrate different
weather conditions. Ask your

. child to find pictures of clothing
: that could be worn in different

kinds of weather. Look at the
forecast for tomorrow and help
your child select appropriate
clothes to wear. Or use the
weather map to learn more about
weather in other places, for

. example, "What is the weather
like where Grandpa lives?"

2. Use the newspaper to learn
more about oppositeswin/lose,

: rich/poor, night/day, happy/sad.
: Find as many opposites as you

can, using both words and pic-
tures, Choose a pair of opposites
like ' night/day" and find pictures
of things that happen in the

. daytime or at night,

: 3. Read the TV listings together.
Help your child choose a pro-

: gram for the whole family to

oft.



atch for Family
Reading Program

Parents reading with their chil-
dren in order to reinforce reading
skills in a relaxed setting is the aim
of a new program, Family Focus:
Reading and Learning Together.
Co-sponsored by the American
Newspaper Publishers Association
Foundation (ANPA Foundation),
International Reading Association
(IRA), National PTA and NAESP,
the program is targeted for children

Phylliss J. Adams
President of the
IRA, Ignites New
,Interest in Read-
ing With Family
Focus

We all realize the crucial role
played by parents and family in liter-
acy development. IRA has actively
promoted parent involvement for
many years, with outstanding suc-
cess. We recognize, however, that
there is much more that can be
done. Consequently, an exciting
new project is in the initial stages of
development.

This new project, called Family
Focus: Reading and Learning To-
gether, will be co-sponsored by IRA
and the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association Foundation,
along with the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers and the Na-
tional Association of Elementary
School Principals.

Family Focus: Reading and
Learning Together is conceptual-
ized as a three-year plan, with the
first year focusing on children in
grades one through three. In sub-
sequent years, the project would by
broadened to include upper ele-
mentary children, and perhaps
preschoolers, as well as adults.

The target date for the kick-off of
Family Focus: Reading and Learn-
ing Together is October 1, 1988. Be
watching for further details of t'lis
exciting project in coming issucs of
Reading Today.

Reading Today,
February-March 1988.

in first through third grades and will
begin in the fall of 1988.

Family Focus is designed to help
parents learn newand readily
accessibleways to encourage
reading at home. Newspapers will
be used as reading materials, be-
cause they are available every-
where, are inexpensive, and have
been shown to be effective teaching
tools of children of all ages.

The program calls for parents to
be invited to meetings, probably at
local schools, where reading asso-
ciation members and local newspa-
per representatives will explain
simpleand funways to encour-
age reading skills at home with
children.

Newspaper representatives will
include Newspaper in Education
(NIE) specialists, who already

work closely with schools through
the Newspaper in Education pro-
gram.

Preparations for the Family Fo-
cus program begin with IRA mem-
bers and newspaper representa-
tives. Representatives of the two
groups will jointly plan programs
using curriculum materials devel-
oped by reading and newspaper
specialists. School principals and
PTAs will be contacted and, if they
agree, programs wili take place in
elementary schools. Family Focus
kits will include a training manual,
parent resource brochure, flier for
teachers, ready-to-go promotional
letters for principals and PTAs,
sample press releases and public
service announcements.

Convention News, National Association of
Elementary School Principals, April 19.19&l.

National PTA
Co-sponsors
New Family
Focus Program
Shirley Cupery, secretary of the Na-
tional PTA, attended the 1988
Newspaper in Education Confer-
ence, May 18-20, in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. The conference was sponsored
by the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association Foundation.
National PTA is a co-sponsor of the
Foundation's new reading program
entitled "Family Focus: Reading
and Learning Together." The pro-
gram, which teaches parents how
to use the newspaper to improve
their children's reading habits and
skills, will be laimched in schools in
October 1988. Board fine,.

National PTA. June-July 1988

Four Groups
to Organize
"Family Focus"
New collaboration
holds great promise

Teaching parents to teach their
children through newspapers is the
thrust of a new program called
"Family Focus: Reading and Learn-
ing Together," which will be
launched in October 1988.

Family Focus is co-sponsored by
the American Newspaper Publish-
ers Association Foundation, the
International Reading Association,
the National Congress of Parents
and Teachers and the National
Association of Elementary School
Principals.

The program is designed to help

parents learn new ways of working
with their children to foster good
reading habits and improved read-
ing skills. Newspapers are the key
to the program because they have
been shown to be effective teaching
tools for children of all ages.

Parents will be invited to attend a
meeting, probably at their local
school, where reading association
members and NIE specialists will
train them in methods to use in
working with their children at
home. One meeting a year will be
planned at first, but participating
schools later will be encouraged to
schedule several sessions a year.

Children in first through third
grade are the intended audience
during the first year of an envi-

sioned three-year plan. In the sec-
ond and third years, older students
will be added.

According to Judy Hines, ANPA
Foundation's executive vice presi-
dent, "Family Focus is an exciting
new challenge for NIE. Through
NIE Week and the Celebration of
Citizenship, the Foundation has
built solid working relationships
with the IRA, the PTA and NAESP.
Now we have another way to ce-
ment those relationships in com-
munities across the nation."

A team of experts from the IRA
and ANPA Foundation has pre-
pared the curriculum materials. A
parent resource brochure also has
been developed to describe ways
parents can reinforce techniques
learned in the workshops, and to
offer suggestions for additional re-
sources to use.

Other materials for the first year
include:

A flier for teachers that describes
the purposes of the parent program
and its teaching techniques, so that
teachers can reinforce the parents'
efforts.

A series of model letters from
principals and the PTA promoting
the program to parents.

Public service announcements
and advertisements for newspapers
and possibly radio.

Two newspaper columns, one by
a public figure and on(' by an educa
tor. to be distributed to all ANPA-
member newspapers.

NIE Update, January/February 1988.
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