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Illinois Community College Board

HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL 1991 OPENING ENROLLMENT REPORT

1. At the end of registration in fall 1991, the 50 public community colleges

in Illinois enrolled 368,475 students in instructional credit courses.
Thiasconstitutes an increase of 15,577 students (4.4 percent) from the

fall 1590 term.

2. The fall 1991 full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment was 190,578 for an

increase of 9,054 (5.0 percent).

3. The proportioh of full-time students enrolled during fall 1991 was

30.4 percent. There has been a slow but steady increase in the

proportion of full-time students over the last five years. During fall

1991, the baccalaureate/transfer programs accounted for nearly one-half

i49.0 percent) of the full-time students enrolled in the public coAmunity

collegts.

4. The number of female students increased by nearly 5 percent from 204,095

in fall 1990 to 214,052 in fall 1991. The number of male students also

increased but at a lower rate (148,803 to 154,423 or 3.8 percent). Males

now comprise 41.9 percent of the student population.

5. Overall, the number and percentage of minority students enrolled in the

community colleges in Illinois increased slightly in 1991. While there

were substantial percentage increases for nonresident aliens and

Asian/Pacific Islanders, the numbers of these students remain relatively

small. The number of black students increased 3 percent while the

Hispanic student population increased 4.8 percent.

6. The analysis of fall 1991 student enrollment by age indicates that the

median age of community college students was 26.9. This represents a

very slight increase from the fall 1990 median of 26.8. The mean age was

30.5 in fall 1991, slightly higher than the fall 1991 mean age of 30.4.

7. Fall 1991 student-level enrollment data indicate a slight increase among

freshmen and a notable increase among sophomores in attendance at

community colleges. Freshman enrollments increased from 227,830 in 1990

to 235,226 (3.2 percent) in 1991, while sophomore enrollments increased

from 62,848 to 67,634 (7.6 percent). The number of high school students
enrolled in community colleges decreased slightly from 1,527 to 1,516 in

1991.

B. Forty percent of the students enrolled during fall 1991 attended the same
college the previous term. The proportion of transfer students increased

slightly (4.7 percent). The proportion of first-time students decreased
from 31.9 percent in 1990 to 28.4 percent in 1991, the lowest over the

past five years. The proportion of readmitted students substantially
increased (26.4 percent), the highest over the past five years.
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9. An analysis of enrollment by instructional program area revealed

enrollment increases in all programs except for a slight decrease in the

general studies certificate program. Baccalaureate/transfer remained the

largest program area with more than 39 percent of thi'students.

10. While 39.3 percent of the students were in the baccalaureate/transfer

area, only one-fourth of all students indicated their intent was to

transfer. Three-fourths of these were enrolled in baccalaureate/

transfer programs. Approximately 40 percent of all students indicated

their intent was to prepare for a new career or to improve occupational

skills.

4
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INTRODUCTION

accurate and comprehensive information on community college enrollments is
important at the local, state, and national levels. This information is used

. not only to analyze historical enrollment trends but also for planning future
programs, curricula, financing, and facilities. Each college provides the
Illinois Community College Board with data on each student enrolled in
credit-generating courses. These computerized data are used to produce
various reports on student characteristics and curricula onrollments in
Illinois community colleges. From this centralized statewide student
database, the data needs of both state and national agencies and legislative
bodies can be met.

This report focuses on a summary of statewide student enrollment trends and
student characteristics in Illinois public community colleges. The analyses
are based on fall 1991 opening enrollments for credit-generating students as
reported by the colleges at the end of the regular fall registration period
(usually the 10th day of the term). These data do not reflect noncredit
community education enrollments. Courses that begin after the end of the
regular registration period also are not included in these figures. For
colleges with two or more modules during the fall semester, only those
students enrolled in the first module are included. Therefore, these
enrollments do not include all students who enroll at community colleges
during the fall term. However, these data provide a point-in-time or
'snapshot' of fall term enrollment with counts that are comparable from year
to year and from institution to institution. Further, they are comparable to
fall enrollment data in institutions nationwide.

For comparison with past fall enrollments, summary data for the last five
years are presented. In addition to the summary data, a detailed table
comparing fall 1990 and fall 1991 headcount and full-time equivalent (FTE)
enrollments by college is included. Additional enrollment data for each
community ccalege will be included in the 1992 edition of the Data and
Characteristics of the Illinois Public Community College System.

Student Enrollment by Community C01Y4,ge

Fall opening enrollment for 1991 (fiscal year 1992) was 366,475, and FTE
students totaled 190,576. Table 1 contains comparative fall tenth-day
enrollment data for the last five years. The fall 1991 headcount enrollment
increased 4.4 percent or 15,577 students over fall 1990. FTE enrollments
increased 5.0 percent or the equivalent of 9,054 full-time students. Compared
to fall 1967, current headcount increased by 13.7 percent and FTE enrollment
was up by 183 percent.
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Table 1

SUMMARY OF OPENING FALL ENROLLMENTS IN

ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1987 TO 1991

Page 2

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

Headcount 324,163 328,276 341,733 352,898 368,475

Percent Change -3.2% 1.3% 4.1% 3.3% 4.4%

FTE 161,138 166,291 174,437 181,524 190,578

Percent Change -3.0% 3.2% 4.9% 4.1% 5.0%

It is important to note that community colleges' enrollments, as illustrated

in Figure 1, have grown for four consecutive years. In 1991, both headcount

and FTE were at their highest levels during the five years under study.
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Figure 1. Opening Fall Headcount Enrollments
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Table 2 provides a comparison of 1991 fall opening enrollments with 1990 fall

opening enrollments for each community college. Of the 49 reporting colleges,

36 showed increases, four exhibited decreases, and nine showed little or no

change (1.0 percent or less) in headcount. ?TR increases were reported by 41

colleges, decreases by five colleges, and little or no change by three

colleges.

Table 2

ComPAII8OR OP PIRAL PALL 1391 OPINING 11118OLLIIIIIITS WITS
PALL 1390 0911111160 IONDOLL141013S

Dist. District/
O. 211251-

Pall 1690

J9222222E

Pall 1991

ateftel
6 Change 1390 1991 1 Change

90-9:

522 gelloville 14.160 14,904 5.71 6,546 6,197 6.94

503 Black Sauk 6,576 7,206 9.5 3812 4067 6.1

506 Chicago (70,692) 171,5071 10.6/ (43,366) 146,4662 12.431

City-Wide 9,604 6,961 -27.3 3,1163 2,727 -31.7

Daley 6,338 6,561 2.9 4.191 4,553 8.6

lennedy..ling 9,506 10,134 6.1 6,506 7,024 8.0

Malcolm I 9,602 10,277 7.0 7.326 6,033 9.6

Olive-Wm 8,763 6,186 4.6 5,62* 5,225 -10.3

Truman 16,467 16,557 0.5 9,433 9,551 1.1

Washington 6,313 3,496 2.2 3,620 4,067 6.5

silour Wright 6,297 10,313 24.3 4,270 5,269 23.9

507 Denville 3,534 3,723 5.3 2,044 2.164 5.9

502 OuPage 29,167 30,697 5.9 15,035 15,754 4.4

509 Elgin 7,066 7,424 5.1 3,321 3,432 3.5

512 Rsrper 16,509 17,562 6.4 7,634 1,034 5.;

519 Sighland 3,258 1,021 -7.3 1,568 1,560 0.8

514 *Illinois Central 12,724 13469 9.2 6079 6,775 6.2

329 Illinois isstern 18,5516/ 17,6611 1-7.61 (3,686) 0,8541 (-4.5)

Prontier 2,367 2,183 4.5 475 694 2.6

lancoln Trail 954 1,040 9.0 $64 736 10.8

Olney Central 1,406 1,733 7.9 1,127 1,229 9.1

Wabash Valley 3,609 4 2,9311 -18.7 1,223 1495 -2.3

513 Illinois Valley 4,207 4,397 4.5 2.420 2,496 3.1

525 Joliet 9,445 10,043 4.1 5,079 5,153 1.5

520 &intake* 3,769 4,043 6.7 1471 2,007 7.3

503 saskaskie 3,269 3,561 9.5 2,097 2,266 1.1

523 Itionwsukee 3,035 3.340 10.0 1,705 1,902 11.6

532 Lake Cpunty 13,526 14,013 3.6 5,649 5,781 2.3

517 Lake Land 4,437 4,835 9,0 2,740 3,055 11.5

516 Weis 6 Clark 5,826 3,763 -2.1 2,907 2,995 3.0

526 Lincoln Land 7,727 8,363 6.4 3,661 1,926 7.2

530 Logan 5,216 5,730 9.9 3,096 3,537 14.2

528 licSenry 3,768 4,361 15.9 1,623 1,916 16.1

524 Olorain. valley 13,601 13,938 2.5 7.244 7,544 4.1

527 Norton 4,155 4,529 8.0 1,642 1,994 8.3

535 Oakton 12,395 13,473 8.1 5,269 5,524 4.8

SOS Parkland 8,570 9,750 13.9 4,837 5.568 15.1

515 Prairie State 5,127 5,657 10.3 2,442 2,698 10.5

521 **Rend Lake 3,766 3,229 -14.3 1,908 1,965 3.0

S37 11ch1and 3,801 1,850 1.3 1,889 2.007 6.2

611 Rock Valley 8.730 9,066 3.8 4,051 4,171 3.0

518 Carl 114n4bing 2.639 2,663 0.9 1,433 1,527 6.6

506 Sauk Valley 3.109 3,136 0.9 1,726 1,794 3.9

531 Shown*, 1.575 1,819 15,4 1,051 1,275 21.3

510 South Suburban 8,581 10.605 23.6 1,784 4,409 16.5

533 Southeastern 3,032 1,292 8.6 1.643 1,652 0.5

534 Spoon Meer 1,970 2,061 4.6 1,101 1,232 11.2

601 State Comm. coll. 1,236 1,119 -9.' 809 717 -12.0

504 Triton 16.759 16,767 0.0 8,222 9.231 0.1

516 Mauer:mese 6.069 6.415 5.4 2,551 2,666 5.0

519***Jonn mood --_24743 2.312 -8.6 1,214 4196 -S.5- -
TOTALS/AVORA0CS 152,698 364,475 4.44 161,524 190.578 5.06

'Includes enrollments from Reartland Community College.
**Decrease due to lock-down at Renard Correctional facility.

***Decrease reflects.wariance in starting dates for ccllege's contractual programs.

$001CS OP DATA: Pall Enrollment (111) Data Sampiesidn
6 7
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Summary of Pull-Time/Part-Time Enrollments

Table 3 contains full-time/part-time headcount enrollment data from fall 1987
through fall 1991. The proportion of full-time enrollments increased

slightly from 1990 to 1991. The 112,093 full-time students enrolled in fall
1991 represented a 5.0 peicent increase from a year ago and a new high for the
five-year period. Part-tipe enrollments in fall 1991 increased 4.1 percent
from the same time a year ago.

Table.3

COMPARISON OF evueorrms APO PART-TINE OPENING FALL SEADCOONT ENROLLMENTS

IN ILLINOIS PORLIC COMEONZTY COLLEGES FROM 1997 TO 1991

1987 1988 2221 1990 1991

Pell-time 95,553 (29.5%) 98,081 (29.9%) 103,114 (30.2%) 106,710 (30.2%) 112,093 (30.4%)

Percent Change -0.5% MI 5.1% 3.56 5.04

Part-time 228,610 (70.5%) 230,195 (70.1%) 238,619 (69.8%) 246,188 (69.8%) 256,382 (69.6%)

Percent Change -4.3% 0.7% 3.7% 3.21 4.1%

Summary of Rale/Female Enrollments

Table 4 contains headcount data by gender from fall 1987 through fall 1991.
The male/female distribution remained relatively stable with females over thir
five-year timeframe comprising between the current 58.1 percent and

57.5 percent of the total enrollment and averaging 56.0 percent. The
proportion of male students decreased slightly from 42.2 percent to
41.9 percent. This is a reversal of a trend toward proportional increases in
male participation that had occurred from 1967 to 1989.

Table 4

COveaRISON OP RALE AND ?MALT OPENINO PALL NTADCOUNT TICOLLNENTS
IP ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLECTS PEON 1987 TO 1991

1987 1988 1909 2222 1991

Male 134,121 (41.411) 137,422 (41.90) 145,153 (42.5t) 140,003 442.20) 154,423 (41.90)
Percent Chang -3.61 2.31 3.61 2.50 3.0t

Female 190,042 (38.6t) 190.834 (58.1t) 196,378 (57.50) 204,093 (57.01) 214,052 (58.A)
Percert Change -1.4t 0.44 3.0% 3.8% 4.94
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Summary of the Ethnic Origin of Enrollments

Table 5 contains data pertaining to the ethnicity of community college
students enrolled from fall 1987 through fall 1991. A comparison of fall 1990
and fall 1991 headcount enrollments indicates increases among all six ethnic
groups: nonresident aliens (37.3 percent), Asian/Pacific Islanders

(11.2 percent), American Indian/Alaskans (7.2 percent), Hispanics

(4.8 percent), whites (4.2 percent), and blacks (3.0 percent). While

nonresident aliens had the largest percentage increase, the actual number
retains relatively small. COntributing to the substantial growth among

nonresident aliens are changes in immigration laws that include educational
requirements as one of the conditions for persons previously classified as
illegal aliens to obtain citizenship status. The number of nonresident aliens
could well be underreported since the largest district, City Colleges of

Chicago, does not report students in this category.

Table S

CONPANISON OP PALL MINIM 111ABCOONT 1131NowtE1ITS
IN ILLINOIS Mae CONNONITI COLLMOSS 114011 31147 VD 1921 ST 1121141C ONIOIN

Int 122

Astan,PecItle 11,613 (3.411) 12,204 13.1S) 12,424 (1.7S) 13.2112 11.411 14,472 14,11)
Percent Cheese 10.21 4.1S IAN 7,0* 11.21

Mertes++ 1ndlan/A2eaten 1,214 (OAS) 1.302 10.401 1,123 10.141 1.133 (0.41) 1.429 (0.411)

Percent change -9.44 -3.40 0.1% 12.70 7.20

Slack 47.0*2 (14.01) 47.147 (14.611) 47.342 (14.00) 10,647 (14.11) 32,221 (14.2111

Porewst Maass -14.21 0.44 7.00 3.0,

22.423 (7.41) 27,217 (4.41) 32,136 19.60) 12,743 (9.14) 34.330 19.40
Percent Meese -4.30 21.41 14.31) 4.71 4.41

Whit 234,499 173.9%) 234,047 (72.70) 244,702 (72.24) 241,911 (71.04) 242.470 (71.41)
Percent Chance -0.41 -0.4S 4.11 2.1111 4.11

Nonresident Alien 474 (0.2S) 121 (0.2s) 641 (0.2S) 09 (0.31) 1.171 (0.3s)

Percent Change 30.54 37.31--142% _.-14.01

Total Slave 314,117 1100.40 323,440 1100.00 330,977 (1114.40) 150.934 (100.01) 361.620 (100.01)

All Other/Unteewn 2.794 1.164 1.494

TOTALS 336,113

-..1r111

324,274 341.734 342,494 304,474

The most noteworthy trend in racial/ethnic enrollments over the past few years
has been the declining share of black enrollments compared to the increasing
share of Hispanic enrollments. Proportionately, black enrollments had
steadily declined from fall 1987 to fall 1989 while the proportion of Hispanic
enrollments had gradually increased. However, as illustrated in Figure 2,

fall 1990 ethnic enrollments indicated a reversal in this trend with a slight
increase in the proportion of black students from 1989 (14.0 percent to

14.5 percent). At the same time, the Hispanic share of enrollments declined
slightly from 9.6 percent to 9.3 percent. Pall 1991 ethnic counts reveal a
return to the steadily declining share of black enrollments (14.5 percent to
14.2 percent) and a slight increase in the proportion of Hispanic enrollments
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(9.3 percent to 9.4 percent). Although the proportion of blacks has

decreased, the number of black students attending community colleges has

increased since 1988 and is now at its highest level since 1987. All other

ethnic groups are also at their largest enrollment levels over the past five

years: nonresident alien (with a five-year increase of 105.4 percent,

Hispanic (53.1 percent), Asian/Pacific Islander (28.1 percent), American

Indian/Alaskan (16.8 percent), and white (11.3 percent).
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Figure 2. Minority Fail Opening Headcount Enrollments

Summery of Enrollments by Age Category

Pall enrollments by student age category for the last five years appear in

Table 6. The number of students under the age of 21 has increased steadily

from 1987 to 1990 but remained stf:Ile from 1990 to 1991. The proportion of

students under the age of 21 has dropped from 27.5 percent in 1990 to

26.3 percent in 1991, slightly below the five-year average of 27.0 percent.

The proportion of students between the ages of 21 and 30 declined from 1987 to

1989 but showed a steady increase during the last two years. The proportion

of students between 31 and 39 has remained stable since 1989. After

experiencing a decrease between 1987 and 1988 to 11.7 percent, the proportion

of students between 40 and 55 has increased since fall 1988 and is at a high

of 14.9 percent. Over the past five years, the number of students over the

age of 55 experienced sharp declines in fall 1988 and fall 1989. Following

little change in the proportion of these enrollments from 1989 to 1991, the

number of these older students has increased 7.3 percent since fall 1990. Tne
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median age of the community college population increased slightly from 26.8 in

fall 1990 to 26.9 in fall 1991. The mean age also increased slightly from

30.4 in fall 1990 to 30.5 in fall 1991.

bible&

COMMON OF FALL 09911100 NPADCOONT 1111101.1.1103119

IN ILLINOIS 'COLIC COMMIT! COLLSOSS POOP 1917 TO 1992 ST 444 C1410097

1111 ittt 1.nt

1S end UMW 979 (0.2%) 732 10.201 794 10.1%) 11114 40.2%) 303 10.141

Percent Change 269.99 -16.9% 7.1% 12.19 2.1%

17-20 110112 (23.4111 55,194 127.291 94.217 127.1111)
416,057 427.2%) 05.0113 124.0%)

iftleOnt champ 27.19 7.119 0.9s 1.011 9.00

21-24 52.113 (19.3%) 52,469 115.2%1 94400 116.0%1 94,163 114.7%1 61,171 117.1C

POIcent Champ -19.9% 0.70 3.30 9.1% 11.0$

89-10 511,217 (19.20) 57,009 (17.9%) 911,713 117.4%1 40,031 117.1%) 91.974 116.14)

Percent Mange -11.9% -2.1% 3.0% 2.2% 3.14

31-39 67,909 421.291 99.123 121.01) 66,496 119.7%) 69,9111 1111.4111 72,076 119.710

Percent Chaney 2.99 0.9$ -2.40 3.3% 4.14

40-33 46,291 (14.19) 37,907 (11.70) 11,240 (12.10) S2,947 (14.5%) 14,531 (14.94)

Percent CRence -19.011 4.94 23.111 31.40 11.69

Over SS 21.549 14.7%) 19,133 15.61) 14,7115 14.401 14,751 14.2%1 13,903 14./01

Percent Manse

7.1%

fetal Reported

--Lai

319,912 (100.9%1

..:Abil

313.990 1100.04)

..:11111

530,557 4109.001

-..-1411

349,704 1100.0%) 365,593 1100.01/

Unreported Aqw
1,446 3.194 31172

TOTALS

_ULU
324.163

-la!!

311,276 341,732 332,1199 360,475

Melon Age 27.4 27.0 26.9 19.0 26.9

Neon Ago 31.3 30.7 20.4 30.4 30.1

Summary of Enrollments by Student Level

Table 7 contains enrollment data by student level or classification for the

past five years. Freshmen accounted for 63.8 percent of all community college

enrollments in fall 1991. The trend in freshmen representation was a gradual

Tante /

CONPAASSON OF FALL OPEN= stADCOUST ENSOLLASOTS

In ILLINOIS PUSLIC COMMUNIST
COLLSGSS !SON 1917 TO 111171 ST MOUT MIL

19.7 2211
19119 12n 1221

Freshmen 174,119 02.11) 1040221 (12.211 211.516 (14.31) 227,420 (64.6t) 213,221 (6).011

Percent Change -1.2S 16.01 7.11 1.111 2.21

Sophomores 52,717 116.11) 57,120 IMMO 37,301 116.66) 62,646 (17.90 67,644 111.441

Percnt Cowes =0.41 7.21 -0.64 4.71 7.64

StqA School 1,427 40.20/ 1,375 f0.3%1 1,724 40.5S) 1,527 10.411 1,511 10.401

Percent Change -24.11 2.31 2.91 -11.41 -0.71

Unclassified 22,920 (20.02) 114,720 (19.7t) 11,112 (11.50) 90493 117.211 14,019 (17.4t)

Petcent Change -7.71 -11.1S
-14% s.st

'TOTALS 324441 (100.01) 120.274 4100.01) 341,713 (100.131) 222,1130 1100.011 241.471 1100.011

fp

1 1
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increase between 1987 and 1991. Freshmen enrollments in 1991 were at their
highest level in the past five years as indicated in Figure 3. Sophomore

enrollments increased substantially in fall 1991 with-- an increase of

7.6 percent. Following a decrease in 1990, high school enrollments have

exhibited little change (-0.7 percent) in the past year. Unclassified
students experienced a moderate increase (5.6 percent) after four years of
decreasing enrollments. (Unclassified students are defined as students who do
not meet minimum requirements for entrance as regular college-level students,

including students who are enrolled in adult basic or adult secondary

education. Students who already have a bachelor's or% associate degree but who

are taking courses at the same or lower level also are considered as

unclassified.)

250

200

150

100

50

0
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

Years

Freshmen
Sophomores

High School

Figure 3. Opening Headcount Enrollments by Student Level

Summary of Enrollments by enrollment Status

Community college students are assigned to one of four enrollment status
categories. First-time students are entering students who previously have not
attended any college. In addition to first-time fall students, students who

12
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are enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the first time during
the previous summer are included in this classification as well. Transfer
students are defined as thohe persons entering the college for the first time
with at least 12 hours of academic credit earned at another college or

university. Continuing students were enrolled at the college the prior term
and are attending on an ongoing basis. Readmitted students are those who were
enrolled at the college previously but not enrolled during the prior term
(excluding summer). Fall student enrollment status data between 19R7 and 1991
are summarized in Table S. The proportion of students in eacn of these
categories has fluctuated somewhat over the five-year period. Continuing
students always represented the largest portion of enrollments over the past
five years. However, the proportion of continuing students in fall 1991 is at
its lowest level in the past five years. The number of first-time students
decreased for the second year with a 7 percent decline from 1990. This
resulted in first-time students representing only 20.4 percent of the fall
students, the lowest share in the last five years. The nwmber of transfer
students increased slightly to 4.7 percent of the total with a substantial
increase of 17.1 percent over last year.

Table@

0:449102000 Of PALL OPISISO SBADCOOST DISOLLOISWTS
IS 22.L2POIS PUN= COMMITT COLLSOSS MOH 1907 TO 1901 ST SOIROLLMOST STATUS

1192 Lta 11149 1121 1221

First Time 110,295 134.041 113,464 134.7%1 117,233 134.311 112,994 (31.91) 104,163 1211411

Potonat Chang* -4.9% 3.24 2.01 -4.0%

ITinsfor 10.194 13.211 11,916 13.641 14,511 14.111 14,743 (4.211) 17.219 (4.7%)

Percent Change -1.91) 14.64 22.21 1.21 17.14

Continuing 147,137 143.411 140,161 (42.7%) 140.140 143.311 172,209 141.911 149,412 140.911

Vorcont Chomp -2.01 -441 6.04 15.91 -13.31

gootbatted 36,313 (17.41) 62,333 (19.01) 61,272 117.111 32.272 115.191 97,129 126.411

WNW% Cluing -2.41 10.74 -1.7% -13.11 02.11

TOTALS 324,10 (300.011) 220.276 (100.01) 341,733 (100.01) 312490 (100.0%) 3111.475 (100.04)

Summary of Enrollments in Instructional Programs

Table 9 contains a summary of headcount enrollments by instrucCional program
area for fall 1967 through fall 1991. Baccalaureate/transfer and occupational
students taking courses but not enrolled in a curriculum are identified as
course enrollees and are included in the total program counti. The largest
proportion of inrollments occurred in the baccalaureate/transfer program
areal. This p:ogram area represents almost 40 percent of the total

instructional headcount and increased in number for the fourth consecutive
year. The occupational area experienced its third year of rising enrollments
following two years of decline. The occupational program represents one-third
of the total enrollments. The increase fe: occupational program enrollees was
greater than that for course enrollees. The adult education program areas,
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which make up 13.4 percent of the total enrollments, experienced an increase

of 2.7 percent (1,315 students). At the time census date enrollment data are

gathered, most students have not yet been assessed as to which area, ABE or

ASE, the student should be assigned. Beginning in fall 199" remedial

students were reclassified to the program in which they intend to enroll.

Prior to this reclassification, the number of remedial students had decreased

by over 35 percent from fall 1987 to fall 1989. The vocational skills area

registered its first increase (2.4 percent or 616 students) after two years of

decreases, but continues to capture decreasing proportions of the total. This

trend has occurred throughout the five-year period under study. When

occupational and vocational enrollments are combined, the net fall 1991

enrollment gain over last year is 4,110 students, 6.5 percent since 1987. The

general studies certificate program experienced a decrease in fall 1991 to

1.3 percent continuing the downward trend in this area.

Teal. 9

COMPARISON OP 091Ullial VAIL exascomer sister.mans IN

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM ARRAS /N ILLINOIS POSLIC COMMUNITY COLLIGIS

PROP 1187 10 1991

1917 irn 1EM imm

deners1 Associate 6,597 (2.04) 5,508 (I.7%) 7.506 (2.31) 11,362 (3.24) 13.119 (3.71)

Percent Champ -40.4% -16.5% 36.39 51.40 19.0%

,

NaccalaurestelTranster 115,411 (35.74) 125,714 (30.39) 128,246 (37.5%) 116,504 130.111 244,777 (39.34)

(Course 8nrollees) 26,156 27,520 24,811 27,312 27,771

Percent Change -0.14 9.7% 2.04 6.51 6.01

Occupational 107,263 (33.11) 102,972 01.30 110,411 (32.3%) 115.999 (32.94) 119,390 (32.6%)

(Course linrollees) 14,881 14,319 18.184 19,077 20,972

Percent Change -5.91 -4.10 7.3" 5.0% 3.0*

Vocational Skills 29,921 19.20 31,670 (9.71) 29,664 (8.7%) 21,959 (7.40) 26,674 t7.21)

Percent Change 24.6% 5.11 4.3% -12.20 2.4%

Remedial 3,293 (1.0%) 2,314 1C0.7%) 2,125 (0.6%)

Percent Change 7.9% -29.70 -8.2%

AWASE 37,977 (11.7%) 41,437 (12.6%) 47.832 (14.0%) 48.117 (13.69) 41,432 (13.4%)

Percent Change -10.01 Sat 15.4% 1.5% 2.7*

General studies Certificate 23,328 (7.2%) 18,761 (5.7%) 15.949 (4.74) 14,111 (4.20) 14,663

Percent Change -5.6% -19.6% -13.04 -6.70 -1.31 14.011)

Unknown 103 (0.0%) 0 (0.00) 0 (0.0t) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%)

Percent Change -14.9t -100.01 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

TOTAL 324.162 1100.0%) 320,4176 (100.0%) 341,732 (100.0%) 352,098 (100.011) 3116,475 (100.06)

Effective fall 1910, remedial students are classified as course enrollees in the program area in which they intend to

enroll it they are not already la a proffei.

14
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Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Pull-time/Part-time Status. Table 20

contains the fall 1991 distribution of full-time and part-time student

attendance by instructional program. Overall, 30.4 percent of the fall 1991

community college students attended on a full-time basis (12 or more credit

hours). A comparison of enrollment status among the instructional program

areas indicates that the highest percentage (49.0 percent) of full-time

students are enrolled in the baccAlaureate/transfer area. Nearly 38 percent

of the baccalaureate/transfer students attend college full time. A slightly

lower percentage (36.6 percent) of the general associate degree students

enrolled on a full-time basis. Among occupational students, 28.4 percent took

at least 12 credit hours in the fall term. In combination, 29.2 percent of

the ARE/ASE students enrolled full time. Vocational skills and general

studies certificate students continue enrolling on a part-time basis--88.5

percent and 94.7 percent/ respectively.

Table 10

FALL 1991 OPENING FALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS

ni INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS

BY PULL-TIME/PART-TINE ENROLLMENT STATUS

IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC commirry COLLEGES

Pull-Time Part-Time Total

General Associate 4,942 (36.64) 8,577 (63.4%) 13,519 (100.0%)

4.4% 3.4% 3.7%

Baccalaureate/Transfer 54,939 (37.94) 89,838 (62.2%) 144,777 (100.04)

49.0% 35.0% 39.3%

Occupational 33,960 (28.4%) 85,430 (71.6%) 119,390 (100.0%)

30.3% 33.34 .32.4%

Vocational Skills 3,057 (11.5%) 23,617 (88.5%) 26,674 (100.0%)

2.7% 9.2% 7.2%

ABEASE 14,421 (29.2%) 35,011 (70.84) 49,432 (100.0%)

12.9% 13.7% 13.4%

General Studies certificate 744 (5.3%) 13,909 (94.7%) 14,603 (100.0%)

0.7% 5.4% 4.0%

TOTALS 112,093 (30.44) 256,382 (69.6%) 368,475 (100.0%)
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Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Gender. As illustrated in Table 11,
during fall 1991 females outnumbered males in every instructional area. The
ABE/ASE program contained the highest proportion of male (47.6 percent)

students. The highest proportioh of females (65.4 percent) were enrolled in
the general studies certificate program. The malegenale distribution within
the baccalaureate/transfer area (41.5 percent male and 58.5 percent female)
and occupational area (42.3 percent male and 57.7 percent female) mirror the
overall male/female distribution.

Table 11

FALL 1991 OPENING FALL BEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS
IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS

BY SEX IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Male Female Total

General Associate 5,434 (40.2%) goes (59.8%) 13,519 (100.010
3.5% 3.8% 3.7%

Baccalaureate/Transfer 60,107 (41.5%) 84,670 (58.5%) 144,777 (100.0%)
38.9% 39.5% 39.3%

Occupational 50,40 (42.3%) 68,945 (57.7%) 119,390 (100.0%)
32.7% 32.2% 32.4%

vocational Skills 9,824 (36.8%) 16,850 (63.2%) 26,674 (100.0%)
6.4% 7.9% 7.2%

ABE/ASE 23,536 (47.6%) 25,896 (52.4%) 49,432 (100.0t)
15.2% 12.1% 13.4%

General Studies certificate 5,077 (34.6%) 9,606 (65.4%) 14,683 (100.0%)
3.3% 4.5% 4.0%

TOTALS 154,423 (41.9%) 214,052 (58.1t) 368,475 (100.0%)

Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Racial/Ethnic Origin. An examination
of each racial/ethnic group's representation across program areas in fall 1991
as presented in Table 12 indicates that the largest percentages of white
(43.8 percent), nonresident alien (45.4 percent), black (33.4 percent), and

16
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Asian (31.5 percent) students are enrolled in baccalaureate/transfer

programs. The highest percentage of Hispanic (58.7 percent) students are

enrolled in ABE/ASE programs. Since English as a Second tanguage courses are

included under tne ABE/ASE program areas, the high percentage of Hispanic
student enrollments in this area seems reasonable. Between 1990 and 1991
their enrollment in ABE/ASE programs remained stable compared to a percentage

increase of 15.6 percent in baccalaureate/transfer programs.

Comparisons of the racial/ethnic distribution contained in the overall student

population with each of the eight program areas reveal major differences. In

the general associate degree program, Asian (11.3 percent vs. 4.1 percent),

American Indian (0.8 percent vs. 0.4 percent), black (18.4 percent vs.

14.2 percent), Hispanic (11.1 percent vs. 9.4 percent), and nonresident alien
(0.7 percent vs 0.3 percent) students had higher representation than they did

within the overall population. In the baccalaureate/transfer area, white

students had .a greater representation (78.1 percent vs. 71.6 percent) as did

nonresident aliens (1.8 vs. 0.3 percent). Only white students had higher
representation in the occupational area, while American Indian and nonresident

aliens had the same proportion of distribution as in the overall student
population. In the vocational skills program, two racial/ethnic groups showed

higher representation than in the general student population: blacks and

Asians. American Indians had virtually the same representation as in the

overall population. All racial/ethnic groups except whites had higher

representation in ABE/ASE programs than in the overall community college
population. White students had a higher representation in the general studies
certificate program than in the overall population accounting for 81.3 percent

of the enrollments in this area.

Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Age. Overall during fall 1991 within

the total community college population, 43.7 percent of the students were
under 25 years of age. As indicated in Table 13, the percentage of students
less than 25 years of age by program area are as follows: general associate,

48.4 percent; baccalaureate/transfer, 56.7 percent; occupational,

37.7 percent; vocational skills, 24.1 percent; ABE/ASE, 38.4 percent; and
general studies certificate, 14.8 percent.

Examination of each age group's representation across program areas indicates
that over one-half (55.6 percent) of the students between 17 and 20 and
44.3 percent of all 21- through 24-year-old students are enrolled in

baccaliureate/transfer programs. The occupational program area contains the

highest percentages of students in the 17-20 (20.2 percent),

25-30 (18.8 percent), and 31-39 (24.1 percent) age groups. Approximately

one-quarter of the students 56 years of age or above are enrolled in the
general studies courses. Students 16 years of age and under are concentrated

in four programs: ABE/ASE (33.6 percent), baccalaureate/transfer

(27.1 percent), vocational skills (15.2 pe-cent), and occupational

(14.7 percent).

1 9
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Enrollments in Instructional Prouar. A complete listing of

enrollments by the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes for

fall 1991 is provided in the appendix. Of the 144,777 baccalaureate/

transfer (1.1) students, 27,771 are students taking transferable courses but

not enrolled in a degree program (course enrollees). Among students in

transfer degree programs, 72,567 are in the Associate in Arts, 41,107 are
enrolled in Associate in Science programs, and 3,332 are in Associate in Arts

and Science degree curricula. Of the 119,390 occupational (1.2) students,

20,972 of them are taking occupational courses but not enrolled in a degree or

certificate curriculum (course enrollees).

Table 14 shows enrollments in occupational curricula with at least 3,000

students enrolled. The associate degree nursing (18.1101) program was the
fastest growing program numerically (817) and percentagewise (8.8 percent).

Business data processing (07.0305) decreased 3.9 percent over last year
(312 students) but remained the second largest program. Criminal justice

administration experienced the second largest increase (6.9 percent or 368

Table 14

COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF OCCUPATIONAL CURRICULA
ENROLLMENTS OVER 3,000: FALL 1990-1991
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Fall Pall Number Percent

Curricula and CIP 1990 1?91 Chanle Change

Assoc. Degree Nursing 9,263 10,080 817 8.8%

18.1101

Bus. Data Processing 7,930 7,618 -312 -3.9%

07.0305

Criminal Justice Adm. 5,355 5,723 368 6.9%

43.0105

Accounting & Bookkeeping 5,823 5,718 -105 -1.8%

07.0101

Business Adm. & Man. 5,376 5,129 -247 -4.6%

06.0401

child Care Aide 4,295 4,497 202 4.7%

20.0202

22
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students) giving it a slight lead over accounting and bookkeeping (07.0101).

The child care aide program (20.0202) increased as well with a total

enrollment of 4,497. Programs with enrollments over 3,000 that have shown a

decline in the past year include: accounting and bookkeeping r07.0301) with a

total enrollment of 5,718 and business administration and managemsnt '06.0401)

with 5,129. These program enrollment changes are illustrated in Figure 4.

12
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11111111
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I 1111

I 1 1 1 I I ru
1 mill
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Figure 4. Occupational Curricula Enrollments Over 3.000

Enrollments in Instructional Pr rams b Student Intent. Table 15 contains

fall 1991 student intent data by instructional program area. Intent data

conveys the student's primary goal that he/she wants to achieve as a result of

his/her studies. The intent data are self-reported by students when they
initially enroll at the college. Some but not all colleges ask students to
update this information periodically. An examination of intent data across

program areas illustrates the diversity of interests and needs that community

college students possess. Two goals represent the aspirations of just over

one-half of community college students: 29.4 percent are attending to prepare
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for a new or first occupational career and 25.0 percent are preparing for

transfer to a four-year college or university. The next largest group of

students, 10.8 percent, indicates that they would lfke to improve their

present occupational skills. The following intent categories were aspired to

by less than 10 percent of the entire student population: the pursuit of

noncareer personal interests (9.6 percent), remedying basic skill deficiencies

(7.7 percent), exploring courses to decide on a career (4.3 percent), and

preparing for the GED examination (4.1 percent). Slightly more than 9 percent

of the students indicated that they were unsure of their goals or that their

goals were other than those listed among the seven possibilities that aprmar

in Table 15.

Examination of student intent by the various program areas reveals 'some

interesting observations. For example, one might anticipate that the majority

of students in the baccalaureate/transfer area would indicate their intent is

to transfer to a four-year institution. However, less than one-half

(48.7 percent) indicated tlis was the case. More than one-fourth

(26.9 percent) indicated their intent was to prepare for a new career or to

improve present occupational skills. While this does not preclude their

eventual transfer, it is an indication that transferring is not their primary

intention.

Likewise,
there to
this was
students
skills.

four-year

one might expect that students enrolled in occupational programs are

prepare for a new career. Only one-half (51.6 percent) indicated

their primary intent. Relatively, 14.2 percent of the occupational

enrolled with the intent of improving their present occupational

kmong occupational students, 12.5 percent intend to transfer to a

institution.

Students in the vocational skills curricula are often thought of 49 primarily

interested in short-term training to improve their occupational/job-related

skills. Less than one-half (43.9 percent) of the vocational skills students

listed this as their intent. Other large contingents of vocational students
are preparing for a new or first career (18.5 percent) and pursuing noncareer

personal interests/hobbies (14.1 percent).

Less than one-half (44.0 percent) of the adult education (ABE/ASE) students

listed remedying basic skill deficiencies as their reason for attending.

Preparing to take the GED was the intent of over one-fifth of the ABE/ASE

students.

More than one-half (57.2 percent) of the general studies certificate enrollees

are pursuing noncareer personal interests.

This examination of intent by program area indicates the diversity of

community college students' aspirations. Furthermore, little more than

one-half of the students in any program area are pursuing the particular goal

that is most often associated with a given major.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

For the fourth consecutive fall, both headcount and fUll-time equivalent
ecrollments increased in Illinois community colleges. nits is a statewide
phenomenon with only 15 percent of the districts reporting fewer students than
were enrolled during the previous year. While the number of students may
fluctuate over time, for the most part, the characteristics of community
college students do not vary significantly from year to year. Most noteworthy

among the changes in fall 1991 were changes in minority student

representation. Compared with an overall student population increase of

4.4 percent, American Indian enrollments increased by 7.2 percent, Asian

enrollments by 11.2 percent, and Hispanic enrollments by 4.8 percent. Black

eudent enrollment, which had experienced an increase of 7 percent in fall
1990, increased by 3 percent this past fall.

Also noteworthy for fall 1991 were changes in enrollment status. In fact,

both the numbers of new students and continuing students were less than the
previous year. Readmitted students increased by 82.3 percent going from
53,272 in fall 1990 to 97,129 in fall 1991. Transfer students also increased

significantly bath a 17.1 percent increase.

Accurate, timely, and comprehensive comparable data on community college
enrollments are important on the local, state, and national levels. The

information is useful for analyzing historical enrollment trends as well as
for planning programs, curricula, staffing, and financing. Through
cooperative efforts by the community colleges, the Illinois Community College
Board receives detailed student data twice yearly. The colleges submit
computerized student data at the beginning of the fall term and again at the
end of the year for each student enrolled in credit-ganerating courses at any
time during the academic year. This centralized .;tgeltnt database is used to

meet data requests from state and national.ayencies and legislative bodies as
well as to produce the information for statewide Illinois Community College
Board reports.
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APPENDIX

Fall 1991 Opening Enrollment by

Two-Digit Program Classification System (PCS) and

Six-Digit Classification of Instructional Programs (CIF) Codes

for the Public Community Colleges in Illinois

(Source: Fall El Data)
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12 470299 HEAT,A.C*E REFRIGERATION APPRENTICE : It 54: 55s 01 2: 2: 571

12 470$01 INDUSTRIAL EQUIP MAINT E REPAIR, OEN i Ot at 12: 2: 23: 254 37:

12 470302 HEAVY EQUIP MAINTENANCE £ REPAIR : Os 24: 24: 21 7: 9: 33:

12 470303 INDUST ECOIP MAINT & REPAIR : 101 268: 273: 7s 89: 96: 3691

12 470304 SINE EQUIP MAINT 1 REPAIR : 11 17: Its 0: 01 0: Ift:

12 470399 IND EQUIP PAINT E APPAENTICk. : Os 24: 24: 0: It 1: 25:

12 470406 wATCH/CLOCK REPAIR 1 5: 2: 7: 1: 0: I: es

12 470602 AIRCRAFT MECHANICS/AVIONICS : 4: 59: 63: 21: 536: 557: 620:

12 470603 AuTONOTIVE EIDDY REPAIR : 3: 119: 122: 3: 134: 137: 259:

12 470604 AUTOMOTIVE MECHANICS : 43: 4115: IIIIII 42: 9381 960: 21381

12 470605 DIESEL ENGINE AND TRUCK meCNANICS : 01 54: 54: 0: 66: :AI: 122:

12 470606 Sm ENG REPAIR(IaLUDES MOTORCYCLES) 8 I: 42: 43: 0: 31: 31: 74:
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PCS EP) TITLE

12 470699 AUTOMOTIVE APPRENTICE

12 479999 VOC UCH/REPAIRERS CRSE EMOOLLEE-I.2

12 480101 DRAFTING, GtRERAL

12 480102 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTING

12 4801 05 MECHANICAL DRAFTING

12 480213 COMMERCIAL ART/GRAPHIC DESIGN

12 480204 commERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

12 480205 TYPESETTING, MAKE-UP L COMPOSITION

12 480206 LITHOGRAPNY,PhOTOGRAPHY E PLATMAKE

12 480208 PRINTING PRESS OPERATIONS

12 480502 FOUNDRY WORK

12 480503 MACHINE TOOL OPERATION/MACHINE SHOP
....
12 460506 SHEET METAL

12 480507 TOOL AND DIE MAKING

12 480508 WELDING, BRAZING, XND SOLDERING

12 480520 NUMERICAL CONTROL (NOT cNc) ..,

12 480599 METAL wORK APPRENTICE

12,480602 JEWELRY DESIGN, FABRICAT, REPAIR

12 400604 PLASTICS

12 460699 PRECISION WORK APPRENTICE

12 480703 MILLWORK AND CABINET MAKING

:2 489999 VOC PRECISION PROD COES ENRL-1.Z

12 490102 AIRPLANE PILOTING (COMMERCIAL)

12 490104 AVIATION MANAGEMENT

12 490205 TRUCK AND BUS DRIVING

12 499999 VOC TRANSPORT CASE ENROLLEES- 1.2

12 500501 THEATRE TECHNOLOGY

12 500904 COMMERCIAL MNSI0
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: 0: 3: 31 Os 3:
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: 2111 492: 520: 16: 132:
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: II 44s 45: 2: 19:
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: 1: 2.0s 211 Os. 1:
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Os 21 Os Ds
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s 5: 8: 3: 10:

1 01 Os Os 7: 53:
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: 1: 2.: 3: Is 01

1 50166s 35264: 65430: 18779: 13181:
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FALL FY12 OPENING ENROLLMENT
PCS 15 PAGE 1

PCS CIT TITLE

15 200102 CHILD DEVELOPMENT CARE L. CUIDANCE

15 200103 CLOTHING AND TEXTILES

15 240102 CUR. DESIgNATiON FOR AGS, AGE, f. ALS

15 240103 CURRICULUM DESIGNATION FOR 1.5

15 330101 CITIZENSHIP/CIVIC AC1IVITY,GEM-1.5

15 340103 HkALTH ENHANCEMENT PRAC1ICEs

15 370101 PERSONAL AWARENESS, GENERAL

TOTAL ALL C1P

: PART
; TIME
:FEMALE:

143:

; 88:

20e:

2 1273:

793:

210;

g 6430:

: 9233:
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156:

401

139;

716:

391:
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3108:

4676:
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PART t FULL 1
TIME TIME
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299: Os

120: 0:
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348: 8:

9538: 177:
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PC5 16 PAGE 1
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2 PAKT 2 PART : PART 1 FULL 1 FULL I FULL, : : rt M

PCS C1P TITLE :FlPilt: fT4In : IVIL=FIAIIE: WI
: TIAL: TOTAL; 0

0,

16 019999 AG CRSE FNR -1.2 VUC SK IN AG-1.6

16 079999 VOC 1FF ENR3L-1.2 VDC SKIL 905-1.6

16 089999 VDC MARKFT-1.2 MARKET E DISTRI8-1.6

16 169499 vOC %AS TECH CRSE ENROLLEES-1.2

lb 179999 4LTH CRSF ENRL 1.2 HLTH OCCUP 1.6

16 209999 HOME ECDN 1.6 H E INSTIT SERV 1.2

16 320105 JO SEEK/CHANGING SKIL/VOC SKIL 1.6

16 489999 VOC PRECISION PROD CRES FNRL-1.2
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: PART I PART 1 PAST 2 FULL s FULL : FULL : 8
PI 9rt 0

: TIME : TIME it TIME 2 TIME t TIME : TIME : TOTAL: 0
PCS CIP TITLE :FEMALk I MALE : TOTAL:FEMALE: MALE : TOTAL: : et

tt
18 370101 BASIC SKILLICEN PCS 1.4-1.7-1.8 : WO 4838: 114Rd: 3662: 3901: 7563: 19051: 0ft
TOTAL ALL CV' : 6650s 493R: 114Rd: 3662: 3901: 7563: 19051 Of
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