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Abstract

This report has focused on ethnic enrollment percentages at
selected urban institutions for fall 1984 and 1986. Information
is also provided for selected urban and land-grant universities
in the southeast and for Atlanta area institutions. The data
consist of enrollment information gathered for the Office of
Civil Rights every two years, most recently in 1986. The major

findings of this report include:

* At Georgia State University in 1986 the enrollment
of black students was at 16.1%. Of the 26 urban
universities selected for study, 21 had lower
percentages of black students, and 4 had higher
percentages.

* In 1986 there were 11 Atlanta area institutions
whose percentages of black students were lower
than that of Georgia State University. Excluding
the institutions that are predominantly black,

% had higher percentages of black students.

* The total enrollment at Georgia State University
rose from 21,366 in 1984 to 21,835 in 1986.
Fifteen of the selected 26 urban institutions
experienced enrollment increases in the two-year
period.

* 1In general, ethnic enrollments at Georgia State
University and other urban institutions varied
little over the two-year period.




Ethnic Enrollments at Major Urban Universities

Since 1980 fewer blacks have been enrolling for college or
university studies. Of the almost 200,000 students enrolled in
Georgia institutions of higher education in 1986, over 150,000
vere white, while about 34,000 (17.6%) were black. With the drop
in the number of 18-year-olds and the expected decline in college
enrollments, the question of ethnic participation in higher
education becomes important in the management of enrollments.

Student enrollments are of vital concern to practically all
institutions and nave become a high pricority in decision-making
and planning activities. It is the purpose of this report to
reviev mirority enrollments for major urban universities throughout
the United States, for selected institutions in the southeast,
and for institutions in the Atlanta regional area. It is hoped
that this information can be of use in decision-making and planning
processes.

Plan of the Report

Figures on racial and ethnic enrollments for colleges and
universities are collected every two yvears for the United States
Office of Civil Rights. Approximately 3,300 colleges report
their enrcollment by minority groups. The specific racial and
ethnic categories include American Indian or Alaskan native;
Asian or Pacific Islander; Black, non-Hispanic; Hispanic; and
white, non-Hispanic. All non-resident foreign students are
included as one category regardless of their ethnic background.

The most recent data available are for fall 1986.
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Enrollment percentages by ethnic group are presented for
selected urban institutions for fall 1984 and 1986. Urban
universities are those self-declared to have an urban orientation
or mission. Enrollment percentages by ethnic group are also
given for selected urban and land-grant universities in the
southeast for fall 1986. Additionally, enrcollment figures for
Atlanta area colleges and universities for fall ‘984vand 1986
are presented.

Findings

Selected Urban Universities

The ethnic enrollment percentages for selected urban
universities for fall 1984 and 1986 are given in Table 1. This

information is organized by the Carnegie Commission classification

system. For example, Georgia State University (GSU) is a Doctorate-~ -

Granting University I. Higher levels of classification include
Research Universities I and II. Lower levels include the
Comprehensive Universities and Colleges.

The total enrollment at GSU increased from 21,366 fall 1384
to 21,835 fall 1986. Four other institutions in the Doctorate-
Granting University I category -:Xperienced increases in enrollment,
and four had enrollment declines. Fifteen of the selected 26
arban institutions had increases in their total enrollments,
while 11 experienced decreases over the same time period.

The percentage of American Indian students at GSU was .1% in
both 1984 and 1986. The percentages of American Indian students

at other urban universities were stable over the two-year periocd,
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and in 1986 varied from a low of .1% at five institutions to a
high of 1.0% at two institutions.

The percentage of Asian students at GSU increased from 1.2%
in 1984 to 1.6% in 1986. All but four of the urban institutions
experienced increases in their percentages of Asian students.

The lowest percentage in 1986 was at Memphis State University
(.5%), while the highest was at University of Illinois, Chicago
(10.6%).

The enroliment ~f black students at GSU was at 16.4% in 1984
and at 16.1% in 1986. As at GSU, black enrollment at many other
urban universities declined slightly over time. In 1986, 21
institutions had lower percentages of black students than did
GSU, while four had higher percentages. The highest percentage
of black students was at Wayne State University (21.9%), followed
by Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Newark (19.0%),
Memphis State University (17.7%), and University of Alabama,
Birmingham (16.2%).

At GSU the enrollment of Hispanic students rose slightly
during the two-year period, from 1.3% to 1.5%. At most

institutions the percentages of Hispanic students remained the

same or rose slightly over time. The lowest percentage of Hispanic

students in 1986 was at University of Alabama, Birmingham (.2%),
while the highest was at Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, Newark (9.0%).

The percentage of white students at GSU 3ropped by 1% in two
vears, from 77.8% in 1984 to 76.8% in 1986. Similarly, the

percentage of white students changed little over time at the
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other urban universities, with most of them (19) experiencing
small declines. 1In 1986 there were 20 uxrban institutions with
greater percentages of white students than GSU. The highest
percentage of white students was at Ball State University (94.0%).

The enrollment of foreign students at GSU increasa: slightly
over time, from 3.1% in 1984 to 3.9% in 1986. Almost all of the
other urban universities experienced similar increasés in their
foreign student enrollments. In 1986 foreign enrollment
percentages ranged from .9% at Ball State University to 7.8% at
University of Toledo.

Selected Universities in the Southeast

Table 2 presents the fall 1986 ethnic enrcllments of ten
selected universities located in the southeast. These include
five urban universities: GSU, University of Louisville, University
of Snuth Florida, Memphis State University and Virginia Commonwealth
University. Information is also shown for five land-grant
universities located in the same states as the urban institutions.
These include University of Georgia (UGA), University of Kentucky,
University of Florida, University of Tennessee-Knoxville, and
Vifginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.

In terms of total enrollments the greatest numbers were at
the two Florida institutions. The University of Florida had a
total enrollment of 35,172, while the University of South Flor:ida
enrolled 29,439 students. GSU, wi*h 21,835 students, ranked
second in total enrollment out of the five urban universities in

the southeast.



Table 2

Ethnic Enrollments at Selected Universities
in the Southeast, Fall 1986

Amer,

Total Indian Asian Black Hispanic uhite Foreign
Institution N % % % % % %
Georgia State University 2,88 .1 16 6.1 1.5 76.8 3.9
University of Georgia 25,608 .1 9 5.0 6 85 39
University of Louisville 0,4 3 16 8.5 3 8.1 1.3
University of Kentucky 20,82 .3 1.0 3.1 6 R6 24
University of South Florida 209489 .1 1.6 3.6 4.8 874 24
University of Florida ¥ 1 22 5.8 4.8 &8 4.3
Marphis State University 20,083 .1 S 177 3 78.3 31
University of Tennessee-Knoxville 25,842 .2 9 4.4 .3 Q.7 3.
Virginia Commonwealth University BvMl 4 24 13.6 9 8.7 1.0
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 24,537 .1 35 3.6 8 8.1 5.0

and State University

Source: The Chronicle of Higher Edication, July 6, 1988, Volume XXXIV, Number 43,
pp. A20-A29.

10




The black enrollment at GSU fall 1986 was 16.1%, compared
with 5.0% at UGA. Of the five urban institutions, GSU had the
second highest percentage of black students. The highest
percentage was found at Memphis State Nniversity (17.7%). 1In all
states but one, black enrcllment percentages were higher at the
urban institution compared with the land-grant university. The
eXception was in Florida, where black enrollment was lower at the
University of South Florida (3.6%) than at the Univernity of
Florida (5.8%).

In terms of other minorities, the enrollments at GSU differed
little from thcse at UGA. GSU had a slightly higher percentage
of Asian and Hispanic students compared with UGA. Similarly, in
the four other states the percentages at urban univefsities tended
to differ little from those at the land-grant institutions.

Atlanta Area Colleges and Universities

Enrollment percentages for ethnic groups are presented in
Table 3 for 22 selected Atlanta area colleges and universities.
Information is given for fall 1984 and 1986.

Total enrollments increased over the two-year period at GSU
and at 12 of the other Atlanta area institutions. The largest
gain was at Kennesaw State College, where total enrollment
increased by over 1400. Nine of the 22 Atlanta area institutions
experienced enrcllment declines crser time. These include Clark
College, whose enrollment declined by over 600, and Atlanta
Metropolitan College. The sharp decline at DeKalb College may be
actributed to a change in che method of reporting Vocational-

Technical students.
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The percentages of American Indian students were consistently
low at all Atlanta area institutions over the two-year pericd.

The highest percentage both years was at Morehouse School of
Medicine (1.5% in 1986), whish reported only 2 students.

Patterns in the enrollment of Asian stuaents showed little
change over time in Atlanta area institutions. Several colleges
enrolled no Asian students in 1984 or 1986. Morehouse School of
Medicine had the highest percentages of Asian students both years,
with 4.5% in 1986.

The percentages of black students at most institutions varied
little over the two-year period. However, some of the smaller
institutions experienced noticeable changes. For example, black
enrollment at Atlanta Christian College was reported to increase
from 14.8% in 1984 to 76.5% in 1986. 1In 1986 there were 11 Atlanta
area institutions whose percentages of black enrollment were
lower than that of GSU (16.1%). Excluding those institutions
that are predominantly black, five institutions had higher
percentages of black students than did GSU.

The enrollmeat patterns for Hispanic and foreign students
remained constant from 1984 to 1986 for most institutions. 1In
1986 the percentages of foreign students varied from 0% at two
irstitutions to 9.3% at Atlanta Metropolitan College.

GSU had a <hite enrollment of 76.8% in 1986. Nine of the
other Atlanta Area Institutions had lower percentages of white
students, while 12 had percentages which were higher. Clark
College, Morehouse College, and Morris Brown College reported no

white students in 1984 and 1986.




Summary and Conclusions

This report has focused on ethnic enrollment percentages at
selected urban institutions for fall 1984 and 1986. Information
is also provided for selected urban and land-grant universities
in the southeast and for Atlanta area institutions. The data
consist of enrollment information gathered for the Office of
Civil Rights every two years, most recently in 1986. The major

findings of this report include:

* At GSU in 1986 the enrollment of black students
was at 16.1%. There were 21 urban universities
with lower percentages of black students, and
four with higher percentages.

* In 1986 there were 11 Atlanta area institutions
whose percentages of black students were lower
than that of GSU, while 5 institutions (excluding
those that are predeminantly black) had higher
percentages.

+ The total enrollment at GSU rose from 21,366
in 1984 to 21.835 in 198¢. Fifteen of the
selected 26 urbhan institutions experienced
enrollment inc' ezses in the two-year period.

* In general, ethnic enrcllments at GSU and other
urban institutions varied little over the two-year
period.

Implications

While many institutions have experienced declines in the
enrollment of black students, GSU has maintaired its enrollment
of this minority group. In future years it may become difficult
for GSU to maintain its black student enrollment due to the general
trend of proportionately fewer black students participating in
higher education, and increased competition from other sources of

post secondary education.
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The ethnic minority that is increasing its representation in
colleges and universities is the Asian group. This growth in
Asian students is likely to continue, and should offer new
opportunities for institutions of higher education. 1Its central
location, low cost, and quality programs and faculty put GSU in a
position to take advantage of the continued increase in the number

of Asian students in higher education.

A3



