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SUMMARY

The paper introduces a research method, the Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA), for
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PREFACE

Use of conceptual models in case studies is based on the application of
the Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA).

The Dynamic Concept Analysis is a method to analyse a phenomenon
by conceptual models. Both general and individual models can be
derived from the same structure of information. DCA combines the
nomothetic and idiographic approaches: the same data base can be
used in describing of a phenomenon in general as well as in case
studies.

DCA consists of three phases: (1) selection and definitiorn of key
concepts to characterize a phenomenon, (2) definition of the relation-
ships between the concepts, and (3) building of conceptual models
using the information of concept relations.

The theoretical basis of DCA is introduced in Chapter 1°, DCA enables
the use of quantitative and/or qualitative data in building an inform-
ation structure, a matrix of concept relations, which servas as basis
for building conceptual models.

DCA is a general method for studies of complex pheriomena, especially
if there is a need to understand how parts make the whole. A concep-
tual model shows how concept relations appear in a case with a
particular combination of characteristics. The case studies of this
research report show how these models can be built.

In addition to the theoretical basis (Chapter 1), six different applications
of DCA are included in this report. The applications consist of individual
learning models (Chapter 2), models of higher education institutions
(Chapter 3), individual models of rnoral judgement (Chapter 4), models
of a decision making process (Chapter 5), and transformation of a
general model into individual models (Chapter 6). Finally, Chapter 7
gives examples of conceptual models in studies of supervision in
teaching practice using the same data base as the theoretical examples
in Chapter 1; these two chapters could be studied together because

Chapter 1 is a revised version of an earlier paper. Kontiainen, S. 1989, integrating
Information in Conceptual Models. Use of an information structure in building conceptual
models for behavioural studies. Department of Education, University of Helsinki: Research
Bulletin No. 70 (out of print).

o
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Chapter 7 shows step by step how the information structure is used in
building conceptual models of supervision.

This report can be read either by starting from the theoretical paper
(Chapter 1) or by reading at first one or more of the applications
(Chapters 2-7). All the chapters are independent studies. Therefore,
there is some repetition concerning DCA as the research method.

DCA has been applied here to case studies in the fields of adult
education and social psychology. However, relations of concepts could
often be defined more accurantly, for instance, in natural sciences or in
economics.

As stated above, DCA is considered as a general method to stuc -
complex phenomena by conceptual models. Simulations with different
models could be used in planning of change or in the search ot future
models. There is more discussion about possible applications in Chap-
ter 1.

| would like to thank Klaus Helkama, Peter Herriot, John Hobrough, Jyri
Manninen, John Roscoe and Malcolm Tight for inspiring collaboration.
Special thanks are addressed in each chapter to those involved in the
study.

Financial support by the Finnish Acadenwy is gratefully acknowledged.
Financial support by the British Council helped to carry out research
with my colleagues in England.

Finallv, | would like to thank Tuomo Aalto for his help in editing this
volume, and the Department of Education, University of Helsinki for
publishing the papers as a Research Bulletin.

Helsinki, May 1291

Seppo Kontiainen
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CHAPTER 1.

DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS (DCA)
Integrating information in Conceptual Models

Seppo Kontiainen

Abstract

The study introduces a strategy for analysing different kinds of phenomena by
building ‘information structur@s' and ‘concepiual models’. In describing phenomena
both linear and nonlinear relationships between concepts will be taken into con-
sideration. The approach combines nomothetic and idiographic views: the same
information structure can be used both for general and individual descriptions.

Consequently the study provides general guidelines for analysing how ‘parts' make
a 'whole’ in complex systems. It has aspects in common with some other ap-
proaches which also aim at understanding phenomena in a holistic manner.

It is pointed out that there are altogether five ways in which two concepts can
combine with each other. All these types can be identified by an information
Structure, and the information can be used in building conceptual models. The
strategy for using information about concept relations available in an information
structure is called here ‘Dynamic Concept Analysis’, DCA. The dynamic nature of a
behaviour will be identified by conceptual models, which show simultaneously types
of relationships between all the properlies in question.

The analyses presented in the paper are primanly conceptual. Conceptual models
can be considered as hypothetical models of actual life; reliability and validity of
these analyses will be finally assessad in actual contexts.

The paper gives theoretical bases for building information structures. Data from an
earlier study on supervisory behaviour in teacher training as assessed by student
teachers is used for demonstration only; to give an example of how to build an
information structure and how to use this information in building conceptual models
for general and individual descnptions of a behaviour. A demonstration is also given
of how to apply DCA in studies of change.

The strategy introduced in the paper may be of use when there is a need to under-
stand complex systems or situations; e.g. in vanous studies of aduit education when
education is seen as close!, related to individual and environmental issues.

Finally the paper introduces some areas of research where his approach could be
applied: conceptual analyses, theory building and research design, analyses of
change, historical studies, futures research, decision making, innovative studies,
and educational planning and assessment.




Seppo Kontiainen

1.1. INTRODUCTION

Development of the research strategy presented in this paper started in
the early 1970's when | was doing research on interaction processes
between trainers and trainees in teaching practice. | shall n this paper
return to an old study 'The behaviour of supervisors assesse. by student
teachers’ (Kontiainen 1973). Referring to this study does no. necessarily
mean that the research results as such are of special importance. How-
ever, | have become more interested in further development of the
research strategy introduced in the paper, which now serves as a source
of information for demonstrations.

In studies of human behaviour we are likely to speak about individual
processes and dynamics. Nevertheless, many studies of human beha-
viour concentrate on producing general information or new conceptions of
phenomena with little or no direct connection to individuals, or on case
studies with loose connections to generalisations. Nomothetic and idio-
graphic approaches are easily accepted as being mutually exclusive;
studies seek either generalisations or understanding of individual beha-
viour, too seldom an integration of both.

An aim of this paper is to develop a research strategy which combines
nomothetic and idiographic approaches so that the same source of
information could be used both for generalisations and for describing
individual behaviour. In addition, the paper touches problems of de-
scribing processes and dynamics in studies of a behaviour. When accep-
ting the dynamic nature of human behaviour, there should be ways to
point this out in research into a behaviour; conceptual models in this
study aim at answering to this question.

In a study of behaviour the research concepts used may be identical,
parallel, overlapping or independent when compared with the concepts
used in another study of the same behaviour. Each study tends to
produce its own terminology or the same concept may have a different
meaning in different studies. New research may sometimes cause more
confusion than a new structuring in a research area. This is why there is
a need to find ways of integrating research findings in a field and to
develop methods for conceptual analysis in order to reduce conceptual
confusion and to define key concepts for research.

[ Sy
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Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA)

One reason for the lack of relevant theories or conceptual frameworks in
a field is the lack relevant of conceptual analyses. This paper gives an
example of doing conceptual analyses and of producing conceptual
models for theory building. An aim of this study is to demonstrate how an
approach of analysing concepts could help in searching new theoretical
frameworks for research in a field.

Human behaviour and a reality where an individual lives can be con-
sidered as a complex network of various processes. When trying to
understand this complexity there is a need to find research methods
which show the dynamic nature of a behaviour or show how relations
between 'parts’ make a 'whole’. Conceptual analyses and conceptual
models in this paper aim at satisfying this need.

A general aim of this study is to find more structure and to reduce the
degree of subjectivity in use of information concerning human behaviour.
Information derived from studies of behaviour is often used more or less
haphazardly, leaving too much scope for individual, subjective interpreta-
tions of how different things are related with each other. This can be seen
au a central problem when applying research findings into practice.

The approach presented in this \.aper could be regarded as a general
guideline for behavioural and educational studies, but it may be worth
applying in some other areas of research, too. Much research is still
needed to find new views of understanding social and behavioural prob-
lems in a more holistic manner than at the present, and to reduce the
degree of fragmentation in research and in how the world around us is
iealized.

This paper introduces a strategy of using information structures in building
conceptual models. Firstlv, central terms of the study are defined and
connections of this approach to some other orientations are investigated.
Secondly, the basis of building an information structure and conceptual
models are given. Finally, some remarks are made on methodological
questions and on possible uses of this strategy in various kinds of
research.

’ 3
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Seppo Kontiainen

1.2. TERMINOLOGICAL DEFINIT'ONS

(1) Reality refers to an entity where people live and where different things
occur, and from where concepts for behavioural and other studies are
derived.

(2) Concept refers to any variable or quality (behavioural, social etc.)
used in describing a particular sta.> or a process.

(3) Informatlon structure is here a matrix of concept relations where
relations of all concepts included in a study are gathered, and from where
information will be taken for analyses of a behaviour both in general
terms and in individual cases.

(4) Conceptual model is a model of concept relations built by information
available in an Information Structure.

(5) DCA = Dynamic Concept Analysis, a strategy of building an infor-
mation structure and using information of concept relations available in an
Information Structure.

(6) Process of change will be indicated here by changes in conceptual
modals as related to time.

(7) Planning of change means analyses of a present conceptual model
and simulations on it in order to produce new relations betweer the
concepts used or to add new elements or new concepts into conceptual
analyses and conceptual models to indicate alternatives or directions for
change.

(8) Dynamic can be understood here in two different ways: a) refering to
the dynamic nature of concept relations in a conceptual model, and b)
refering to changes in conceptual models as a function of time.

Poora
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Dynamic Conceot Analysis (DCA)

1.3. CONNECTIONS TO OTHER ORIENTATIONS

1.3.1. General Orientation of This Study

David Bohm (1980, 1) writes about the fragmentation of reality: "Fragmen-
tation is now very widespread, not only throughout society, but also in
each individual; this is leading to a kind of general confusion of mind,
which creates an endless series of problems and interferes with our
clarity oi perception so seriously as to prevent us from being able to solve
most of them."

Bohm continues: .."Man’'s natural environment has correspondingly been
seen as an aggregate of separately existent parts, to be exploited by
difterent groups of people. Similarily each individual human being has
been fragmented into a large number of separate and conflicting com-
partments, according to his different desires, aims, ambitions, loyalties,
psychological characteristics, etc., to such an extent that it is generally
accepted that some degree of neurosis is inevitable, while many in-
dividuals going beyond the 'normal’ limits of fragmentation are classified
as paranoid, schizoid, psychotic, etc."

In using information of psychological tests, for instance, there are difficul-
ties in achieving a holistic view of an individual behaviour; use of infor-
mation is often too dependent on experience and personal interpretations
of a practitioner; on individual ways of seeing F. .v different things may be
interrelated. Therefore there is a need to decrease subjectivity and to find
structured ways to combine information.

Besides subjectivity involved in using information about human behaviour,
fragmentation of reality, as Bohm sees it, is evident. This has partly
guided thinking in this paper: a need to find more structured ways to work
on information of human behaviour to get a comprehensive or holistic
view of people in their complex interactions with themselves, with others
and with their environments; to achieve understanding about how the
'‘parts’ make a 'whole'.

At the same time the dynamic nature of behaviour needs to be taken into
consideration; this has led to an interest in building conceptual models
which illuminate a behaviour as a complex network of concept relations.

T 5
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Seppo Kontiainen

1.3.2. Hollstic View

The approach here stresses the importance of finding a holistic view of a
behaviour taking at the same time into consideration the elements, 'parts’
of a 'whole’. A holistic view will be achieved by analyses of relations
between parts with an assumption that a whole is more than a sum of its
parts; this will be shown in analyses of conceptual models.

When speaking about holistic approaches, it will be realized that a holistic
view of a behaviour, for instance, is rather an aim than something we can
fully achieve in practice. Research concepts we are using in a study are
likely to limit possibilities of getting a comprehensive picture about a
reality; this will be demonstrated also in this study where only a limited
number of concepts representing a reality or a phenomenon are taken
into analyses.

In striving towards a more comprehensive view of a phenomenon, it is of
crucial importance how central are the concepts we are using. Generation
of relevant concepts for a study creates necessary conditions for concep-
tual analyses introduced in this paper.

Fragmentation of reality, an atomistic view, has been very dominant in
studies of human behaviour. Effects of the atomistic tradition of natural
sciences is still strong within the human and social sciences. In natural
sciences there is now some tendency to move towards less atomistic
approaches (cf. e.g. Bohm 1980, Capra 1982, 1983). Similar trends are
obvious in behavioural sciences, too. A holistic view is seen as essential,
in cognitive psychology (e.g. Engestrém 1987), studies of world views
(e.g. Neisser 1982), of human activity systems (cf. Checkland 1981) or in
studies on 'wholeness’ in psychology and education (e.g. Lindholm 1985,
Sandelin 1985).

In general: theories, theoretical frameworks and research models (e.g.
Mezirow 1981, Popkewitz 1984) aim at finding a comprehensive and a
holistic view of a phenomenon.

This study shares an interest in holistic approaches with the studies
mentioned above, but does not lean directly on any of them.



Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA)

1.3.3. Systems Thinking

Checkland (1981, 3) writes in his book on 'systems thinking', about the
use of a particular set of idecs in order to understand the world's com-
plexity: "The central concept 'system' embodies the idea of a set of
elements connected together which form a whole, this showing properties
which are properties of the whole, rather than properties of its component
parts."

This study can be seen as an example of a kind of systems thinking,
which is not, however, identical to that of Checkland's. The approach
introduced in this paper shows relationships between properties and uses
conceptual models to illustrate a whole. Checkland follows in his analyses
a certain structure. The idea of a set of elements connected together to
form a whole will be shared with Checkland. However Checkland is
following a particular order 'catwoe’ in building a whole.

In this study a whole is achieved by a comprehensive analysis of relations
between the parts. When this information is put together it makes a
‘whole’, in which the meaning and the function of a 'part’ will be under-
stood by its realtionships with the other parts of the whole.

1.3.4. Analyses of Change

Prigogine's theory, 'order through fluctuations' (Nicolis & Prigogine 1977,
Prigogine 1980; Prigogine & Stengers 1984) gives an example of how a
change occurs in metastable open systems, and reveals, too, how a
temporary stage of 'disorder' is a prerequisite for promoting qualitative
changes in a system. In this paper a temporary disorder might be identi-
fied in a conceptual model, and qualitative changes of a system as
qualitative changes in conceptual models.

In his book 'Wholeness and the implicate Order' Bohm (ibid., 204) writes:
"..each moment of consciousness has a certain explicit content, which is
a foreground, and an implicit content, which is corresponding background.
We now propose that not only is immediate experience best understood
in terms of the implicate order, but thought also is basically to be compre-
hended in this order. Here we méan not just the content of thought for
which we have already begun to use the implicate order. Rather, we also
mean that the actual structure, function and activity of thought is in the

7
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implicate order.” In his study Bohm used the idea that consciousness can
be described in terms of a series of moments, and continues: "..one
moment gives rise to the next, in which content that was previously
implicate is now explicate while the previous explicate content has
become implicate..”, and “The continuation of the above process gives an
account of how change takes place from one moment to another." (ibid.,
205).

A similar kind of orientation is in the background of this study when using
conceptual models in describing processes of change from one moment
to another.

In this approach there may also be some similarities with the thinking of
Jantsch (1976, 39) on interactive processes which define temporary
structures, and which guide new processes, which in turn rise new
temporary structures. Conceptual models in this paper could be regarded
as temporary structures.

There seems to be much scepticism concerning the possibilities of
planning a change (e.g. Goodman et al., 1984). Nevertheless, this study
introduces an example of using conceptual analyses and conceptual
models in planning. These analyses are close to approaches of systems
thinking and futures research (e.g. Allen 1985).

1.3.5. Conceptual Models

Models can be regarded as simplifications of reality. Lindén (1986)
discusses about different types of models: models exist on several levels
of abstraction, varying from metaphysical models (metamodels) or ‘para-
digms’' (cf. Kuhn 1970) or ‘world views' to models of specific scientific
theories.

How well a model describes the real world varies according to the nature
of a model. Metamodels are superordinated and they cannot be proven
true or false. Specific theoretical models can be concretely specified and
could be empirically tested (e.g. Reese 1970).

Models are often presented either in the form of general conceptual
frameworks or as statistical models. Model typologies are given in many
studies (cf. Kaplan 1964, Tatsouka 1968, Bunge 1973, Hermerén 1974,

1
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Nurmi 1975, Urban 1978 and Keeves 1984). The nature of models in
educational research is discussed in various bublications (cf. Lindén
1986, Reese and Overton 1970, Overton and Reese 1973).

A distinction can be made between mechanistic and organismic models
(e.g. Overton and Reese 1973, Murray 1984). In her research report on
behavioural development, Lindén (ibid., 7) describes these two models:
"Mechanistic models focus on the analysis of elements, and development
is seen as consisting of behavioral changes as additive components,
which implies that later behavior is reducible to or predictable from, its
antecedents. Organismic models stress the synthesis of organized
complexities, and development is seen as consisting of structural change
in which later states are not reducible to previous states.” This is similar
to a description given earlier by Hultsch and Plemons (1979). Lindén sees
the human organism as an active totality, and regards it as a fundamental
issue to determine principles of organization. In the organisiic approach
both qualitative and quantitative changes are possible.

Events and elements are important, but examination of them as such is
not enough to describe a phenomenon; this gives reasons to develop
models, which identify complex networks of concept relations as well as
to study changes in concept relations accepting both qualitative and
quantitative information into the analyses.

The conceptual models introduced in this paper are based on analyses of
elements (parts) resulting in models which illuminate how ‘parts’ make a
'whole’, i.e. a conceptual model makes a synthesis of different types of
concept relations. This means in practice that in building an information
structure a kind of mechanistic approach may be used to show relation-
ships between parts or elements in an information structure, but when
using this information for building conceptual models, a more organismic
approach will be adopted; for example in studies of structural changes in
paragraph 1.7.

Statistical models are often built by multivariate analyses of research
data. This means that research is based on a general assumption of
linearity. The approach introduced in this paper differs from statistical
models; botn linear and nonlinear relationships between the concepts in-
cluded in a model will be taken irmo consideration. Nevertheless, sta-
tistical analyses may be used ds a way to bring information about concept
relations into an information structure as shown later in 1.6.2.

Dy
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An interesting question in this study is the question of relations between
conceptual models and theories. Information structures are regarded
here, as shown later, as theoretical frameworks from where conceptual
models can be derived.

1.4, BUILDING AN INFORMATION STRUCTURE

The basic idea of building information structures is to bring together
information and data considered central in understanding a particular
phenomenon or a problem so that the structure serves as a source of
information for various kinds of conceptual analysis.

A structure of concept relations (here: a matrix) can include information
from one study only or it may combine iniormation from various studies. A
matrix can also be formed by hypotheses of concept relations or it can be
a mixture of hypotheses and research findings. The principles of building
an information structure will be presented as follows:

At first, different types of relations between twc concepts will be shown in
paragraph 1.4.1. An example of concept relations from a previous study
will be given in paragraph 1.4.2. and building of an information structure
is demonstrated in paragraph 1.4.3.

1.4.1. Different Types of Relations
In building an information structure of relations between concepts, it is

essential to realize how two concepts can be related to and with each
other. Five types of relations are given below with concepts A and B.
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Type 1. @ @

A and B (or the qualities they stand for) do not have a direct in-
fluence to each other; this may mean that they do not belong to the
same entity or a group of concepts characterising a particular pheno-
menon. Links between A and B could, however, be found through
their relations with other concepts as shown below (Types 4 and 5).
In the above model A and B are nonrelated.

Type 2. R ——

A and B may have a one-way relation as shown above: there is a
direct influence of B on A.

Type 3. A e—®

A and B have a two-way relationship with each other.

®
AN @./

Type 4.

A and B do not have a direct relation with each other, but the relation
will be found by a third concept C as in the model above.

Type 5. ®
©
@/ '\®
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The relation between A and B will be here defined via a longer chain
of relations, for instance, by relations of A and B with concepts C, D
and E in a way demonstrated in the model. The model actually
includes three main types of relations between concepts: Type 1
(with A/B, A/C, AJE, B/D, B/C, D/E; some of these relations, e.g. A/C,
becomes realised in the model as Type 4), Type 2 (with A/D, C/E)
and Type 3 (with B/E, C/D).

Type 5§ demonstrates what is meant by a conceptual model in this paper:
a conceptual model is a network of concept relations as in Type 5. in
which different types of relations appear in a model.

Types 4 and 5 are networks of concept relations. Between two concepts
there are in fact three possible types of relations: Type 1, Type 2 and
Type 3.

The aim in building an information structure is to produce a matrix which
includes all information of the types of relations between concepts
included in a study. The matrix is here called the information structure,
i.e. the structure of concept relations.

1.4.2. An Example of Types of Concept Relations

In an earlier study (Kontiainen 1973), authoritarian attitudes of supervisors
were analysed in the context of teacher training. Analyses were based on
assessments by student teachers of the supervisory behaviour of their
trainers. The study will be introduced in more detail later, in paragraph
1.4.3, where building an information structure will be demonstrated.

In the following, analyses are based on use of the information structure
built for analyses of supervisory behaviour. An example of ‘authoritarian’
attitudes and four other characteristics of the behaviour is given to
demonstrate different types of relations between concepts (here: at-
tributes or subconcepts).

This demonstration is considered as a necessary step to make it easier to
understand what is meant by information structures and conceptual
models later in this paper.

-
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The following gives an example of a combination which was found to be
one of most typical cases of authoritarnian supervisory behaviour in the
context of teacher training. The qualities are:

1. General Attitudes: 1a authoritarian
2. Role Stability: 2b unstable

3. Style of Working: 3b serious

4, Effect of Supervision: 4b negative

5. Attitudes to Individuals: 5b unsympathetic

Symbols 1a, 2b etc. are used here to specify a subconcept for each con-
cept; & subconcept is here called an ‘attribute’. All attributes are given
later in Table 1.1. and content of each attribute is shown in the Appendix
1.1. (p. 49). The procedure to identify relation types from an information
structure is shown in 1.4.3.2.

Types of relations with ‘authoritarian’ attitudes:

1a authoritarian 4———» Type 3

2b unstat..a

1a authoritarian @4—-——- @ Type 2
3b serious

1a authoritarian <--—-—— Type 2

4b negative

1a authoritarian @4—————' @ Type
5b unsympathetic

The above relations with ‘authoritarian' attitudes can be presented in a
model where types of relations are shown simultaneously. Model 1.1,
brings together the characteristics of supervisory behaviour which have a
direct relation of Type 2 or Type 3 on attribute 1a:

13
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Model 1.1.

1& authoritarian
N~

2b unstable

3b serious
4b negaitive
5b unsympathetic /' \

Model 1.1. indicates that ‘authoritarian’ atiitudes (1a) will be understood
here by close relations (Type 3) with a supervisor's ‘unstable’ role (2b)
and with his or her 'unsympathetic' attitudes towards individual students
(5b). In addition, authoritarian attitudes can be considered as a response
to a failure in supervision, 'negative’ effect (4b) and his or her 'serious’
style of working (3b); with 3b and 4b there is a one-way relation (A<--B)
of Type 2, i.e. 3b and 4b have an influence on 1a, but these two are not
directly influenced by authoritarian attitudes (1a).

As seen above, one aspect of a behaviour (here: authoritarian attitudes in
supervisory behaviour) does not as such tell about the role this charac-
teristic has in a wider context. The content and meaning of & characteris-
tic will be understood better if it is put in connection with other aspacts of
a particular behaviour and if the types of these relations are pointed out.

In order to understand the whole picture, it is not enough to study cne
aspect only in its relationships with the other. The types of relations
between all aspects should be identified. In the foilowing, the types of
relations between the four other attributes of supervisory behaviour are gi-
ven:
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2b unstable Type 1 (4)

3b serious

2b unstable @4——-*@ Type 3
4b negative

2b unstable G—b@ Type 3

5b unsympathetic

3b serious Type 1 (4)

4b negative

3b serious ——# Type 2

5b unsympathetic

4b negative ———> Type 3

5b unsympathetic

When this information of the types of relations is added into Model 1.1.,
new information results in Model 1.2 where all relationships are illustrated
at the same time.

Model 1.2.

1a authoritarian @
2b unstable
3b serious

4b negative /'/
5b uﬁgym\;athetic o——>¢

/

Model 2.2. demonstrates what is meant in this paper by a conceptual
model; it shows types of relations between the concepts used to describe
a particular behaviour or a process.

Model 2.2. gives relations between attributes in one the most typical com-
binations - when authoritarian attitudes are obvicusly strong as shown in
the previous study. The model shows how the meaning and status of a
concept will be specified by the other concepts in a certain context, in a
'whole’ defined by relationships with 'parts’.

15
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When all relations between concepts in Model 2.2. are taken into con-
sideration, this case of authoritarian supervision could be interpreted in
the following way:

The sffect of supervision is negative (4b); this is characterized primarily
by unstable role (2b) and unsympathetic attitudes (Sb). Failure in super-
vision is likely to reflect on unstable role (2b) and fo authoritarian attitudes
(1a) and unsympathetic attitudes towards individuals (5b) Serious style of
working (3b) is a characteristic both in general and in individual attitudes
(1a and Sb), not directly in the other attributes. It was concluded in the
previous study (ibid., 78-79) that the major problems of this kind of
authoritarian behaviour are both in the supervisor's difficulties in finding
his or her identity in the role of supervisor and in difficuities in com-
municating with individual students.

It can be stated, that the actual content and meaning of any aspect or
characteristic of a behaviour will be understood only if its relations with
the other aspects of the given behaviour are known. All relations between
the concepts used need to be identified in order to find a holistic picture
of roles different properties play iin a given behaviour. Model 2.2. shows
the network of all relations between the attributes in a case of supervisory
behaviour with strong authoritarian attitudes as analysed in the previous
study.

Aithough there is still scope for individual interpretations, a conceptual
model yives a structure for interpretations and reduces subjectivity in
seeing how different properties are related in a particular case.

In the original study of the behaviour of supervisors it was pointed out
that there were 81 different ways in which authoritarian attitudes may
result in different conceptual models, depending on what are the other
attributes of the behaviour they are combined with. A change in one
characteristic only may cause a drastic change in the whole structure of a
behaviour as demonstrated by conceptual models.
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1.4.3. Information Structure

All analyses above refer to an information structure from where the
information of relations between concepts is derived. Principles of building
an information structure will be discussed and demonstrated in the
following.

As defined earlier an information structure is a matrix of concept relations
where the information needed for conceptual analysis and for constructing
conceptual models is available in a coherent format.

The information of concept relations can be drawn into a matrix from
various sources, for instance:

a) from one study only; quantitative and/or qualitative data,

b) from various studies; either by combining information from different
studies (to produce a better coverage of concepts to describe a
particular phenomenon), or using information of concept relations
achieved in several studies (to test reliability of information given by
one study alone);

c) by building a matrix based on hypotheses about the nature of rela-
tionships (by a researcher or a practitioner);

d) by combining research findings and hypotheses in the same infor-
mation structure.

It is always necessary to realize what sort of information will be gathered
into a matrix of concept relations. This reflects on validity and reliability of
the analyses based on a matrix. An information structure is a hypothetical
structure of concept relations and relevancy of conceptual models derived
from it will become finally assessed in actual contexts.

1.4.3.1. Concepts of Supervisory Behaviour

Principles of building a conceptual structure will be easier understood by
using actual concepts available in a study. The above demonstration with
authoritarian attitudes in supervisory behaviour was based on an previous
study by the author (Kontiainen 1973). The same study will be used in the
following analyses, too. Without going into many details concerning the
previous study, some information regarded as central to this paper will be
given.

RN
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The study was based on a semantic differential type questionnaire by
which student teachers (N=189) assessed the behaviour of their super-
visors (N=32) in the context of teacher training. The assessments (alto-
gether 1528 individual trainee-trainer interactions) were analysed by factor
analysis which resulted in five factors/concepts of supervisory behaviour;
these are with specifications (attributes) given in Table 1.1. Qualities of
each attribute are given in Appendix 1.1 (p. 49).

Table 1.1. Concepts and Attributes of the Behaviour of Supervisors

Factors Concepts* Attributes**

F1/C1 General attitudes 1a authoritarian

1n neutral ***

1b non-authoritarian
F2/C2 Role stability 2a stable

2n neutral

2b unstable
F3/C3 Style of working 3a easy-going

3n neutral

3b serious
F4/C4 Effect of supervision 4a positive

4n neutral

4b negative
F5/C5 Individual attitudes 5a sympathetic

5n neutral

5b unsympathetic

‘ "Concept’ refers here to the interpretation of the factor

**  Attribute'is a subconcept identified in the study ot supervision by f-scores
in a factor (a=high, n=medium, b=low).

***  ‘neutral' refers here to attitudes which are not obviously either authoritarian
or non-authoritarian.

Use of factor analysis and factor scores in specifying the attributes of a
concept, as done in the study given as an example, is however, only one
way to produce concepts for analyses. The technical detailc are not
repeated in this paper: they can be found in the original report (ibid., 1-
70). It is worth noting, too, that this paper does not follow the previous
analysis in all respects, although the basic principles are still mostly the
same.

31
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1.4.3.2. Information Structure of the Supervisory Behaviour

Analysis of an authontarian behaviour in paragraph 1.4.2. was based on
an information structure of concept relations in the study of the behaviour
of supervisors as assessed by student teachers. The information struc-
ture, the matrix of concept relations will be introduced here.

in Matrix 1.1. all attributes of the study are listed on the left and a row
brings together the attributes among the other attributes most likely to
have Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the attribute in question; i.e. qualities
which together specify the content and meaning of this particular attribute
in the conceptual framework of a study. Matrix 1.1. is a slightly modified
version of the matrix given in the original study (ibid., 70).

in this study attributes for each row were identified by analysing frequen-
cy distributions of factor scores; various other techniques can be develo-
ped.

Matrix 1.1. Information Structure of the Supervisory Behaviour

fr¢C c1 c2 c3 cé S

Row Attributes a nbanbanbanbd s nb

1 12 authoritarian s b b o] b.

2 |F1/CY 1n neutral b nb nb n o,

3 1b non-aythoritartian n n 8 n 8

. 28 stable ) b n b n b

S [F2/7€C2 2n neutral n nb n n

[} 2b ynstable [] n b b

7 3 easy-going b n b n b b

8 |F3/C3 3n neutral . b b n .

L) 3b serioys n [ n A

10 4a positive bla n b n 7

11 F4/C4 4n neutral n n b n n i

12 4b negptive n_b $ n b

13 S8 sympathetic n n bla n

14 [FS5/C5 Sn neutral n n ble

15 5b unsympathetic [} b nb b

+ A cell shows the relationship between two concepts.
* A row shows the attributes with Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the
attribute 1n question

Rows in Matrix 1.1. show the attributes most likely to combine with each
of the fifteen subconcepts or attnbutes in the study. A row shows those
attributes which have a relation of Type 2 (A<--B) to the attribute in
question. For instance, it is stated on row 1 that there are two typical
ways how the attributes of concept 2 (role stability) relate to the authori-
tarian attitudes (1a): both stable role (2a) and unstable role (2b) can have
a Type 2 (A<--B) relation to 1a. The other attributes with Type 2 relation
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to 1a (authoritarian) are: 3b (serious style), 4b (negative effect) and 5b
(unsympathetic attitudes).

Relation of Type 2 (A<--B) between two attributes may change into Type
3 (A<-->B), when information from two rows concerning these attributes is
put together in a conceptual model.

Row 1 brings together those attributes which have a relation of Type 2 on
1a 'authoritarian’, i.e. the attributes which together specify the content of
authoritarian attitudes in the given conceptual framework.

There are two typical cases of authoritarian behaviour as indicated in
Row 1; one combined with supervisor's stable role and the other with
unstable role. The latter with unstable role was introduced in paragraph
1.4.2. The same example will be used here, too, to make it clearer how
the information structure in Matrix 1.1. serves as a basis to point out the
types of the concept relations. This will be shown step by step also in
Chapter 7.

Row 1 shows in fact the attributes which have direct relation of Type 2 on
1a, 'authoritarian’ attitudes. This can be illustrated by the following model,
which is a part of Model 1 presented earlier:

Model 1.1. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations to Attribute 1a

1a authoritarian \ /

2b unstable

3b serious / '\

4b negative

5b unsympathetic

To get a comprehensive picture of all relations in question, Model 2 was
produced by using the information in Matrix 1.1. of all Type 2 reations
between the five attributes. Model 1.2. shows how a Type 2 (A<--B)
relation may change to a Type 3 (A<-->B) relation. The model shows also
that there is a Type 4 relation between 1a and 3b. The procedure of
showing the other relations is introduced in the following.

bk
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Modei 1.2. Relations between all five Attributes

1a authoritarian

2b unstable I '\‘/

3b serious l
4b negative TN
5b unsympathetic % —»(5b

A

Row 6 shows the attributes which characterize ‘unstable’ role in the
supervisory behaviour. Among the attributes in the combination three
attributes 1a (authoritarian), 4b (negative) and 5b (unsympathetic) have a
direct relation of Type 2 to unstable role. Serious style (3b) does not cha-
racterize unstable role (2b), but there is an undirect relation between the
two as seen in Model 1.2.

Row 9 gives the attributes wnich have a relation of Type 2 to 'serious'
style of working (3b); none of the attributes in this combination has a
direct relation to serious style; this indicates that serious style in this
combination has a less central position. This can be recognized also in
Model 1.2.

Row 12 gives attributes characterizing 'negative’ effect (4b); only 2b
(unstable) and S5b (unsympathetic) have a direct relation of Type 2 to
negative effect in this attribute combination.

Row 15 gives attributes with 'unsympathetic’ attitudes (5b). All the other
four attributes have a direct relatioi f Type 2 on these attitudes. This is
also seen in Model 1.2.

The information of concept relations concerning only the five characteris-
tics under study can be taken from Matrix 1.1. into a submatrix, Matrix
1.1.1. which can be used for building a conceptual model; here Model
1.2

3
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Matrix 1.1.1. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations (+) to the Attributes
1a 2b 3b 4b 5b

1a authoritarian + o+ + o+
2b unstable + - + o+
3b serious - - - -
4b negative -+ - +

5b unsympathetic

+
+
+
+

In the matrix '+' points out those attributes, which have a direct relation of
Type 2 (A<--B) on the content and meaning of the attribute in question.
'=' shows the attributes which do not have a direct influence. i.e. the
relationship may be found by analysing other rows, other attribute qualifi-
cations (cf. Types 1, 2, 4 and 5; this eliminates only Type 3, A<-->B).

Similar kinds of submatrices and models can be made for all possible
combinations of attributes. It was mentioned earlier in this parer that from
Matrix 1.1. you can find altogether 81 different combination: of attributes
with ‘authoritarian’ attitudes: i.e. more or less different ways of being an
authoritarian supervisor. Matrix 1.1. includes information of 243 different
combinations of characteristics of the behaviour of supervisors as as-
sessed by student teachers. The number of possible combinations is
dependent on the number of concent; or subconcepts included in a
study.

1.4.3.3. Number of Individual Models
If the concepts are divided into three subconcepts or attributes as in the

example given here, the number of possible combinations varies accor-
ding to the number of concepts as shown in Table 1.2.
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Table 1.2. Number of different combinations of attributes as related to the
number of concepts (n) included in an information matrix

Number of Totai number of Number of combinations
concepts combinations with one attribute
(n) (3" (3"
2 9 3
3 27 9
4 81 27
5 243 81
6 729 243
7 2187 729
8 6 561 2187
9 19 683 6 561
10 59 049 19 683

* 3 refers here to three subconcepts or attributes for each concept

Table 1.2. shows that it is possible to identify almost sixty thousand dif-
ferent combinations and different conceptual models derived from a matrix
of concept relations of ten concepts, when using the same procedure as
in this study (three subconcepts for each concept).

1.5. GENERAL AND INDIVIDUAL DESCRIPTION

Matrix 1.1. rnakes it possible within the framework of concepts included in
the study to describe supervisory behaviour in general and altogether in
243 diffarent individual cases.

A general description is possible when different attributes in their typical
combinations with other attributes are analysed (cf. analysis of authorita-
rian attitudes above/Row 1). 'Subtheories’ of the behaviour of supervisors
can be found by building conceptual models for each attribute with its
typical combinations (Matrix 1.1.; Rows 1-15) or by finding most probable
combinations of attributes and conceptual models for them.

It can be stated that Matrix 1.1. incjudes information for a theory or gives
a conceptual framework of supervisory behaviour within the limits of these
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concepts. Nevertheless, this 'theory' cannot be spelt out so that all
possible combinations and con-ept relations could be verbally expressed
at the same time.

This also demonstrates how difficult it is to define a general theory; a
conceptua. model or a verbal statement is always a partial explanation of
a phenomenon. Nevertheless, an information matrix, like the one given in
this study, represents a general theory in a form of a general structure (cf.
Matrix 1.1.) from where substructures (cf.Matrix 1.1.1.) can be derived for
building conceptual models.

Individual substructures and models of a behaviour can be found for any
combination of attributes (here 243 combinations).

Use of the same information structure for both general and individual
studies, is a way to combine nomothetic and idiographic approaches in
the same study.

The following demonstrates, with some examples, hov ~2neral and
individual conceptual models can be found.

1.5.1. General Models

The attribute combinations for general descriptions can be found on each
row in the Matrix 1.1. For instance, Row 1 gives two most typical ways of
how authoritarian attitudes manifest in the supervisory behaviour; one
combination with stable and the other with unstable role behaviour. The
conceptual model with unstable role has already been given in Model
1.2., which will be now presented together with Model 1.3., with stable
role, to visualize the differences between the two cases.

3%,
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Model 1.2. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations Authoritarian Attitudes with Unstable

Role
1a 2b 3b 4b 5b
1a authoritarian + 0+ o+ o+
2b unstable + - + o+ I \A/ l
3b serious - - - -
4b ﬁeggltjive - 4+ - + /' \

5b unsympathetic

+
+
+
+

Model 1.3. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations Authoritarian Behaviour with Stable

Role
ta 2a 3b 4b 5b

1a authoritarian + 4+ 4+ 4+ .4—————+.
2a stable + + o+ o+ O

3b serious -+ - - T l

4b negative - - - + @ /' '\‘O
5b unsympathetic + -+ o+ 5b

@) —

Model 1.2. and Model 1.3. show how the ‘dynamical’ structures, the
concept relations differ in these two cases of authoritarian behaviour
when there is only one attribute different in the two models. This reflects,
however, upon many other concept relations, too, as seen below when
the types of relations are looked at in these two cases:

Relation Types with Attributes 2a stable and 2b unstable

(Model 1.3.) (Model 1.2.)

2a stable 2b unstable
1a authoritarian Type 3 (A<-->B) Type 3 (A<-->B)
3b serious Type 3 (A<-->B) Typet1 (A B)
4b negative Type 2 (A<-- B) Type 3 (A<-->B)
Sb unsympathetic Type 2 (A<-- B) Type 3 (A<-->B)
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The types of relations are used for interpretations of these two cases of
authoritarian behaviour. The differences in concept relations indicate, that
Models 1.2. and 1.3. describe two quite different kinds of behaviour with
authoritarian attitudes.

Although the above two attribute combinations stand now to characterize
especially authoritarian supervisory behaviour in general they can be
attribute combinations in some actual cases, t0o.

Another way to find general models is to study most typical combination
of aitributes {most typical cases).

1.5.2. Individual Models

When it is accepted that individuals behave individually, there is a need to
illustrate this also in conceptual models. Individual models could be seen
as hypothetical models for actual behaviour; in each actual case it will be
worth analysing how well a given model represents an individual beha-
viour.

In the following, some possible attribute combinations for individual cases
are studied. Now authoritarian attitudes (1a) and unstable role (2b) are
included in the combinations, but in each case one or two of the other
three attributes has been changed. Matrix 1.1. serves still as the source
of information.



Model 1.4.

1a authoritarian
2b unstable

3a easy-going

4b negative

5b unsympathetic

inodel 1.5.

1a authoritarian
2b unstable

3b serious

4a positive

5b unsympathetic

Model 1.6.

1a authoritarian
2b unstable

3a serious

4b negative

5a sympathetic

Model 1.7.

1a authoritarian
2b unstable

3a easy-going
43 positive

5a sympathetic

1a

+

1a

+

1a

2b

+

2b

+

3a

4b

+

+ + + +

5b

+

5a
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Models 1.4.-1.7. give some examples of how conceptual madels may
differ in individual cases. Every mode! could be described by its types of
concept relations. Intarpretation of a behaviour with five concepts only in
a conceptual model is relatively easy. When the number of cuncepts
increases, the task may be more difficult. Suitable computer programmes
may help in describing more complicated models.

Models 1.4, 1.5. and 1.6. make a network of concepts, where each
attribute is in one way cr another in relation with other attributes.

Model 1.7. demonstrates a case where the attributes do not form an
uniform model. This kind of broken model may indicate a) that the con-
cepts used do not sufficiently cover a behaviour and the relevance ©f
concepts have to be reconsidered, or b) that a behaviour actually is
nonlogical or ‘broken’.

1.6. BUILDING AN INFORMATION STRUCTURE; some remarks

A conceptual model gives a hypothesis of how different attributes are
likely to become related in a reai life situation or a process. Thus the
analyses presented in this paper are primarily conceptual analyses which
produce hypotheses of actual behaviour of supervisors. How well a model
represents an actual case should be tested in practice.

An information structure can be built by observations and research, or by
theoretical analyses of concepts, or by judgements of an expert and/or a
practitioner or a team.

How concept relations are defined in an information structure may be
effected by a structure builder's world view and values, especially it a
structure is produced by personal judgements.

The following stages in building an information structure are common to
all approaches:

1. Select .ele ! concepts for the information structure.
2. |dentify the nature of the concept; use specifications if possible (ct.
three attributes in the study demonstrated here).
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3. Analyse in each row (or cell) of the matrix how the two concepts in
question are related to each other; by using information already
available in one or more studies or by constructing hypotheses of the
types of relationships.

4. Build the information structure by filling in the in formation of concept
relations into a matrix.

Selection of concepts is a crucial phase. Therefore, it is essential to find
concepts which cover well enough a phenomenon or a problem under
study.

Concepts may be found from various sources. They can be derived from
theories or models available or they can be research concepts of one or
more studies. Concepts can also be named by one person (cf. Chapter
2.) or a ‘eam, e.g. as a part of problem solving or decision making (cf.
Chapters 4 and 5).

It will be reasonable to work on key concepts as early as possible,
although the strategy introduced here is sufficiently flexible to accept new
concepts into a matrix or to take off concepts which do not appear worth
keeping in a structure.

An information structure may include different kinds of concepts, charac-
teristics or elements (semantic, dichotomic or qualities of concepts in
more than two categories, e.g. three attribute categories of concepts in
Matrix 1.1.).

Some principles of building an information structure and of analyses of
producing information will be discussed in the following.

1.6.1. Direct and Nondirect Relations

In a matrix of concept relations, an information structure, there can be
information of three types of relations: Type 1 (no direct relation between
two characteristics), Type 2 (one-way relation) and Type 3 (two-way
relation). Information about a type of relation between two characteristics
is available in a matrix in two rows concerning these two: combinirg
information in these rows tinally defines a type of relation.
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Nondirect relations of Type 4 and Type 5 become manifest in a concep-
tual model in which information of all relations in a given combination is
given simultaneously.

1.6.2. Different Ways to Analyse Relations

As inentioned earlier, building the information structure of the behaviour
of supervisors was based on an empirical study of more than fifteen
hundred individual student/supervisor interactions {factor analysis, factor
scores) (ibid. 57-70). However, it is worth emphasizing that the given
empirical approach is only one among many, and not necessarily the
best; various other approaches could be developed. Some other ways of
acquiring information for a matrix will be introduced here.

There are two main ways to fill a matrix with information:

1. To analyse each concept or subconcept (here: attribute) separately
to produce the most typical combination(s) of this attribute with the
other attributes included in a matrix. This means analyses by Rows
in a matrix.

2. To analyse relations between two concepts (e.g. here between Cf
‘general attitudes’ and C2 'role stability’) by Cells in a matrix.

A general principle in analysing relationships between concepts was to
study the qualities of supervisory behaviour there where they appear most
obvious and clear. For instance, attributes in Matrix 1.1./ row 1 were
found by analyses in two samples of interactions (N=100 and N=50)
where authoritarian attitudes were strongest as indicated by high factor -
scores in Factor 1. Row 1 gives the attributes of other four concepts
which are most probable to join to attribute 1a ‘'authoritarian’ (using a
procedure based on quartiles and medians of factor score distributions).

An alternative to the analyses by rows is to analyse conceptual relations
of two concepts at a time by cells of a matrix. This makes it possible to
use information of correlational analyses, for instance, in building an
information structure. Correlational analyses show, however, only Jinear
relations between two concepts.
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Finding alternative ways to define concept relations is important, especial-
ly if information from different studies is to be integrated in an information
structure.

Use of correlation coefficiants in defining concept relations is a practical
way to bring information from various studies into the same information
structure; most quantitative analyses are based on correlations. This doas
not exclude the use of information in qualitative analyses as well because
the relationships can be expressed in the similar way with a direct aiten-
tion to the qualities of two concepts, for instance: 'the more authoritarian
the more unsympathetic’ (cf. Matrix 1.1., cell C1/C5).

A statistically significant linear correlation between two concepts can
result in a cell in one of the following ways showing a linear relationship:

significant a significant b
positive n or negative n
correlation b correlation a

A nonsignificant correlation or 0-correlation suggests that there could be a
nonlinear relation between two concepts. This can be found by analyses
on the rows. Information of a nonlinear relation between two concepts
may appear in the following form in a cell (cf. Matrix 1.1., cell C1/C2):

c2
2a 2n 2b

la| a b
Cl In b
1b n

When the relations are defined by judgements by a researcher o a
practitioner or a team, it will be aecided at first whether there is a linear, a
nonlinear or no relationship between two concepts. In the casa ¢1 aon-
linearity, there is a need to go into more detailed discussion of the
relations on the rows. Only linear relations entitle us t2 niake decisions by
cel's.

L
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1.6.3. Asymmetry

A matrix of concept relations is not a correlation matrix, and asymmetry in
ne matrix of concept relations is accepted. Asymmetry is due to nonlinear
relationships between concepts included in a matrix.

1.6.4. Direction of Explanation

Analyses introduced in this paper are primarily analyses of concepts and
analyses of conceptual models which can be regarded as hypotheses of
an actual behaviour.

Arrows in a conceptual model bring together those properties which
together specify the content of an attribute in a particular combination.

Another question is how a conceptual model describes an actual beha-
viour. When a conceptual model is used to describe a behaviour in
practice special attention should be paid to relations of Type 2 (one-way
reiation), which are in a central position to show the dynamical nature of a
beh.aviour (e.g. Model 1.4., relations 1a/4b, 2b/3a and 3a/5b).

1.6.5. Integration of Information

An information structure may include informaiion from different studies or
other sources. Integration of information will be realized in information
structures and in conceptual models when defining relationships between
the concepts.

1.6.6. Universality of Concept Relations

In the earlier paper it was assumed (Kontiainen 1973, 31), that the
relaticns of concepts of a behaviour are common to all individuals, but the
behaviour of different individuals as described by these concepts may be
different. An informatien structure is a common structure for general and
individual descriptions as demonstrated in this paper.

Although relations between concepts can be regarded as general, i.e. as
common to most individuals, it does not necessarily mean that the
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behaviour of each individual could be equally well described by common
concept relations. It was stated in the earlier paper (ibid., 32-33) that the
relationships between concepts can be considered logical, but the beha-
viour of an individual can be illogical or contradictionary; this may result in
a 'broken’ model as illustrated in Model 1.7. or a behaviour may not fit
into @ model at al.. On the other hand, an individual may have a different
conceptual framework or a different v+ LI seeing the relations between
concepts. A ‘broken' model could . .y an individua: case in which
further information is needed in order to understand the case in his/her
own terms.

The principle of universality of concept relations is accepted in this paper
with some reservations. There might be cultural differences, for instance,
in ways to relate concepts to describe a phenomenon in different cultures.
Therefore, the relevance of concepts and concept relations in an infor-
mation structure should be assessed before using inforrmation in a new
context.

1.6.7. Invariancy of Informatios:

The context where information is used finally defines which concepts are
reievant to be included in an information structure.

An information structure can be modified or rebuilt according to needs of
studies in different contexts or different times. It is sufficiently flexible to
accept new concepts in and to give up a concept not considered relevant.

Rebuilding information structures may be an essential task when applying
this approach in historical and other analyses of change.

1.7. STRUCTURE, PROCESS AND CHANGE

A conceptual model shows the dynamic nature of a phenomenon at a
given moment. A series of conceptual models in a given period indicate
step by step how a process may proceed.
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Dynamic description refers here to the use of an information structure to
point out relations between concepts and to the use of conceptual
models, networks of concept relations, to show the roles different proper-
ties play in a given context at a given moment.

Process and change are considered here as partly overlapping. In any
change there is an element of process either before the change or as a
response to change. A change can be identified here as a change in a
conceptual model.

A process does not necessitate a change. It may continue as the same
for a period. The dynamic nature of this kind of 'static’ process can be
found in concept relations of a conceptual model, which is the same
throughout a process. This refers especially to processes which maintain
a prevailing behaviour or circumstances.

Nevertheless, any process encounters changes in a shorter or longer
period of time. An important question is how a change intervenes in a
process and how a change could be forecasted or planned.

Planning of change can start from analyses of present information
structure and present conceptual model. Quite often there may be a need
to start analyses already before a present stage in order to understard
better the developmental nature of a phenomenon; this may emphasize a
need to include historical analyses in planning of change.

A change can be planned by simulations with new conceptual models.
Often a change brings new elements into an information structure. In
planning of change relevancy of concepts in the structure will be as-
sessed first.

The following example demonstrates how an information structure can be
used in analysing possible directions for change. The example is still
based on Matrix 1.1., the information structure of supervisory behaviour,
and the analyses are reported in an earlier paper (Kontiainen, 1977).

Planning of change aims at finding new directions for change and
showing how a change may appear. Another question is how a change
could be achieved in practice; this may be a matter of education. counsel-
ling or therapy, for instance, and necessitates different planning and
various other approaches.
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In Table 1.3. a present supervisory behaviour is described by a com-
bination of attributes with the conceptual model (Phase 1). Then different
attribute combinations are produced in order to find a conceptual model,
where effects of supervision were as positive as possible. Four alter-
natives for change are given. Phase 5 supports best positive effect in
supervision and the model shows how different elements are closely
related together to result in a positive effect (4a).

Table 1.3. could be regarded here as an example of analysing directions
for change, but also as a description of a process of change which has
already happened.
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Table 1.3. A Change Process/Planning of Change

Phase 1.

Phase 2.

Phase 3.

Phase 4.

Phase 5.

Afttribute combination

1b non-authoritarian
2b unstable

3a easy-going

4b negative

5b unsympathetic

1b non-authoritarian
2b unstable

3a easy-going

4n neutral

5b unsympathetic

1b non-authoritarian
2b unstable

3a easy-going

4a positive

5b unsympathetic

1b non-authoritarian
2n neutral
3n neutral
4a positive
5n neutral

1b non-authoritarian
2a stable

3n neutral

4a positive

5n neutral
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If analyses in Table 1.3. are used to demonstrate planning of change,
Phase 5 could be selected as a possible direction for changes in super-
visory behaviour, because all properties of supervisory behaviour have a
direct relationship with positive effect (4a). This means in practice (co-
mpare Phase 1 and Phase 5), that a supervisor's non-authoritarian
attitudes (1b) will be supported, his or her skills in supervision need
development or training (change from 2b unstable towards 2a stable), the
style of supervision will be developed from easy-going (3a) towards
slightly more serious (3n) and there is a need to develop some new ways
to communicate with individual trainees (change from 5b to 5n).

As seen above, when an information structure and conceptual models are
used in planning, it is possible to produce various alternatives or steps for
defining directions for change. How a desired change will be achieved
should be planned separately.

If Table 1.3. is used to describe a process of change which has already
happened, Phases 1 to 5 show how the process has developed as
indicated by structural changes in conceptual models.

In planning behavioural changes it will be realistic to accept that some
characteristics in a behaviour are difficult to change. Conceptual analyses
J& give, however, a way to point out perhaps most ‘economical’ directions
for change. For example: if it is considered difficult to change authori-
tarian attitudes in a behaviour, a change in some other characteristic may
result in a behaviour, where the role of these attitudes is less central. A
change in one characteristic only may reflect to the whole dynamical
nature of a behaviour as shown by conceptual models.

1.8. POSSIBLE APPLICATIONS OF DCA

In paragraph 2, the strategy of using information available in an infor-
mation structure was called Dynamic Concept Analysis, DCA. Examples
of possible applications are given in the following. This is not a detailed
description of how DCA could be applied, but rather an indication of
those areas where it could be valuable. Chapters 2-7 in this publication
give specific examples of applications of DCA.
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1.8.1. Conceptual Analyses

DCA can be used to integrate information from one or more studies in an
information structure and to build conceptual models as demonstrated in
this paper.

1.8.2. Analyses of Similarities and Differences between Concepts

Similarities or differences between two concepts can be analysed by
including them in an information structure in a particular context and by
comparing conceptual models. If it is argued that two concepts are
identical, the relations of these concepts with the other concepts in the

structure should also be identical. In the following example concepts X
and Y are given in their relations with concepts A, B, C, D and E.

@*—O @*\"——/—.
@‘——"© ® *©
Sog) [ acee

The above models show that there is one difference between concepts X
and Y: X has a relation of Type 3 with C whereas Y has a nondirect
relation with C. The other relations are identical.

This kind of 'concept laboratory’ may be of use, for instance, when
selecting concepts for inclusion in an information structure or when there
are other reasons for understanding in more detail how two concepts
differ from each other.

1.8.3. Theory Building and Research Design
An information structure is a theoretical framework for analysing a pheno-
menon. A structure includes information for theory building, i.e. key

concepts and their relations. Nevertheless, it was stated earlier in para-
graph 1.5, that a 'theory' cannot be spelt out from an information struc-
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graph 1.5,, that a 'theory’' cannot be spelt out from an information struc-
ture so that all concept relations included in it could be taken into con-
sideration at the same time. This may be the case with theories in
general: only subtheories can be specified in the form of conceptual
models.

An information structure can be used in planning of research. The re-
search concepts may be derived from theories or models describing a
phenor~enon or a researcher defines the concepts he is going to work
with in a study. An information structure shows various possibilities to
focus resvarch. A research task may cover the whole information struc-
ture or some parts of it. In some cases it will be enough to study relations
between two concepts only to acquire specific information.

An information structure can serve as a theoretical framework for a
research project or a particular study. At the beginning of a study the
researcher may make hypotheses of concept relations based on earlier
research or on his/her own judgements.

If the information structure is filled in at the planning stage of a study,
conceptual models derived from this hypothetical structure may be used
to specify a research task.

Without going into conceptual models, an information structure as such
may help to define a res2arch problem and to make hypotheses. This
follows closely the ordinary procedure of planning research (e.g. use of
information in previous studies, defining research questions and spe-
cifying hypotheses). This approach may, however, help to place a study
into a wider framework and to point out various alternatives for research.
The approach can be used at the planning stage of a research without
any further claims to apply it otheiwise in a study.

1.8.4. Historical Studies and Analyses of Change

Information structures and concepiual models may be used in historical
analyses to describe development of different phenomena in longer or
shorter periods; development as indicated in changes in information
structures and in conceptual models. The analyses of the process of
change given in this paper are equivalent to historical analyses.

39
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The following scheme illustrates how information structures and concep-
tual models make a chain throughout a period:

Structure 1. Structure 2. Structure 3.

111011 R — [ weafeanen- |- >
Models Models Models

Changes in information structures may be caused by changes in the
concepts included: new concepts ¢can be added or old concepts taken
away.

1.8.5. Planning of Change and Futures Research

Information structures and conceptual models can be used in describing
and structuring a process of change, and in planning change or in-
novation, i.e. by bringing new elements into an information structure or by
finding new ways to combine the present properties. Analyses of change
are demonstrated in paragraph 1.7.

1.8.6. Educational Planning and Assessment

Education is closely related to the concept of change. Conceptual models
can be used in analyses of a present situation or in analyses to produce
various alternatives or directions for change as dernonstrated in para-
graph 1.7.

In addition, information structures and models can be used as an aid for
the assessment of effects of education. This can be done by comparing a
conceptual model representing a desired change with a model in a reality
where changes aided by education should have appeared.

1.8.7. Studies of Educational Processes

Building information structures and use of conceptual models may be a
part of learning and teaching processes. In this case, e.g. in adult educa-
tion courses, course participants can produce an information structure
and build conceptual models. This may happen in cooperation with teach-
ers. Joint planning may be needed to decide what additional information
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or knowledge should be acquired during the course to achieve better
understanding of a phenomenon or a problem under studies.

DCA might also be used in describing educational processes, if there is a
need to find structured pictures of how a learning process proceeds (cf.
Chapter 2).

1.8.8. Decision Making and Problem Solving

Analyses of change demonstrate in this paper how building an information
structure and use of conceptual models might be employed in decision
making and problem solving as well. The concepts for analyses will be
selected and analysed by a researcher, a problem solver or a consultant.

1.8.9. Diagnostics

The strategy could be usad in analysing complex situations, if there is a
need to integrate various types of information, as in psychodiagnostics or
in planning or following up psychotherapeutic processes.

1.8.10. Comparative Studies

The approach may find applications in comparative studies too, when
there is an interest to find out, for instance, how a phenomenon exists in
two different cultures. This may lead to analyses in which information
structures are built for both cases separately: this makes it possible to
compare similarities or differences in how the 'same’ phenomenon is reali-
zed in these two cases. It is also possible to study a phenomenon in one
culture by conceptual structure of the other in order to understand better
differences between the two.

1.8.11. Innovatory Approaches

To bring present properties to new relations with each other or to bring
new elements in connection with the present ones.
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1.8.12. Other Studies

DCA may be applied in various other kinds of research, whenever there is
a need to analyse how parts make a whole in complex systems or
situations.

1.9. DISCUSSION

An aim of this paper was to develop a research strategy to combine
nomothetic and idiographic approaches so that the same source of
information could be used to describe a given phenomenon bgih in
general and in individual cases. An information structure is introduced
here as a common basis for conceptual analyses.

Although the general principles of thic approach may be accepted, a
crucial question will be what are the concepts which become included in a
structure and how are the relationships between concepts to be definad.
This is not such a crucial question in n.sta-analyses or when using this
approach to clarify personal judgements.

At the metalevel, buiiding conceptual modeis is a kind of intellectual
exercise without any urgent need to prove models true or false. In
analyses based on individual judgements, subjectivity in assessmerts of
concept relations will be accepted, and it will be up to an individual o
assess information structures and conceptual models derived from *-am;
although use of this approach may often happen with guidance a
specialist or an expert.

A more demanding task is building information structures based on
empirical analyses and data, especially if information from different
studies is used. This paper gives an example of using frequency distri-
butions in building an information structure and refers to possible use of
correlational studies to show linear relationships between two concepts.
However, there is a need to find various other ways to define concept
relations and to build information structures (cf. Chapters 1-7).

The analyses and demonstrations in this paper are primarily conceptual
analyses. This theoretical paper does not go into actual contexts to
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assess conceptual models, which are regarded here as hypothetical
models of actual behaviour, or to assess infermation structures usett as
the basis of these analyses.

The analyses given in the paper can be seen as basis for finding a
general guideline for conceptual studies; more research and applications
are still needed for further development of this research strategy, where
an information structure has a central position in building conceptual
models for various kinds of analyses as suggested in paragraph 1.8.

If the general principles of using an information structure for building
conceptual models, as presented in this paper, is accepted, conceptual
models can be considered as complex networks of concept relations,
which illustrate dynamic nature of phenomena and show how a synthesis
of relatuns between different properties may increase understandmg of
phenomena in a more holistic manner.

Conceptual models can be considered as structured simplifications of a
reality and as hypothetical structures of actual life. When speaking about
the use of conceptual models in understanding dynamical processes, for
instance, it is reasonable to admit that an actual behaviour will not ne-
cessarily become sufficiently understood by conceptual models only.
Nevertheless, conceptual models can be useful in finding structures
which may serve as basis for deeper analyses of a behaviour or a
phenomenon.

Analyses in behavioural and educational studies are often done without
placing a phenomenon in a wider context; studies may concentrate on
some minor details with little or no reference to the context of which they
are a part. Information structures here are regarded as frameworks for
analysing behaviour more comprehensively, i.e. showing a synthesis of
relations between different properties in a special context.

When using this approach, it is important to realize, who brings concepts
into an information structure and who finally defines the relationships
between concepts used as basis for analyses with conceptual models. In
this paper the demonstrations were based on an empirical data of a
study, and conceptual models were seen as hypothetical models for
actual supervisory behaviour. This can be regarded as an example of
applying 'theory in practice’ assuming that a 'practice’ finally tests a
‘theory’. The demonstrations in this paper do not, however, go into actual
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cases. They do not therefore include assessment of the information
structure or conceptual models in actual contexts, although this should
often be considered as a necessary phase in a study (cf. Chapter 7).

In some other cases, producing concepts and defining concept relations
and building an information structure may start directly from everyday
experiences. This may be a reasonable wav in analyses in which atten-
tion is mainly paid to structuring ongoing pincesses or when this ap-
proach is used, for example, in decision making and problem solving as
suggested above. An information structure is now a hypothetical frame-
work for a 'theory’, and its relevance can be considered in relation to
theoretical information or knowledge available. This kind of 'practical
theories’ can play an important role in theory building; e.g. by bringing
relevant concepts into analyses.

Information structures derived from practice may as such, without refe-
rence to other information or research, help an individual to find a struc-
ture for a phenomenon or to build personal models to clarify his or her
own life situation as a complex network of varicus aspects to be taken
into consideration at the same time.

Building an information structure and using conceptual models may be a
useful technique in planning of research. An information structure can
now serve as a theoretical framework for a study, including the main
concepts and their relationships based on previous studies or on a
researcher's own judgements.

When studying a complex phenomenon, it is unlikely that there is enough
information available to identify all relationships between concepts
included in an information structure. 'Empty cells’ in a structiire reveal
what information is especially needed by new research to get a more
comprehensive picture of the phenomenon in question. A researcher can,
as usually, make his or her own hypotheses of these relations, and they
will be taken into account in conceptual models which can be used as
hypothetical models to become tested in a study.

In planning research, an information structure can give some detailed
information of what kind of information will be needed to understand
better a research problem. An information structure may be used as help
in selecting or constructing research techniques for quantitative and
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qualitative analyses. Conceptual models may be used to specify research
problems and hypotheses for a study as suggested earlier.

Various possible areas of applying DCA have been tentatively introduced
in this paper. The approach is general by nature and it may be of use
both in theoretical and empirical studies.

The approach introduced in this paper can use information acquired by
different other research methods. The intention here is not to place other
methods by a new one, but to find ways to integrate informaticn produced
by various methods. A most typical feature of this approach is, however,
to show by conceptual models how concept relations vary in different
contexts.

It is worth emphasizing once again, that in applying this approach, an
information structure is the basis of building conceptual models. Rele-
vance of an information structure finally determines success or failure in
producing valid and reliable pictures of a reality in the form of conceptual
models.
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APPENDIX 1.1. Qualities of Attributes of the Supervisory Behaviour

1. General Attitudes

- personal approach to teaching
- involvement in gtudent's decisions

- reaction to student's opinions
- general attitudes

- view of teacher's tasks

- parsonal style of working

- general tone of evaluation

2. Role Stabllity

- clanty of instructions

- certainty in making comments
- relevance of evaluation

- impartiality of evaluation

3. Style ot Working

- requirements for lesson plans
- personal style of working

- attitudes to his’'her own work

4. Eftect of Supervision

- on student’s style of wo:king

- on student’s self-knowledge
- on student’s self-confidence

- on ability to vary teaching methods

5. Attitudes to individuals

- attitudes to individual students

- agreeableness
- general attitudes

1a authoritarian

inflexible
restrictive

intolerant
authoritarian
narrow-ranQing
fastidious
negative

2a gtable

clear
confident
relevant
impartial

3a easy-going
general
careless
easy-going

4a positive
positive

positive

positive

positive

Sa sympathetic

concemed
sympathetic

non-authoritarian

in*

2n

3n

4n

5n

1b non-authoritaiian

flexible
encouraging
independence
tolerant
non-authoritarian
wide-ranging
careless

positive

2b unstable

unclear
unsure
irrelevant
biassed

3b serious

detailed
fastidious
serious

4b negative

negative
negative
negative
negative

5b unsympathetic
indifferent

unsympathetic
authoritanan

*'n’ = 'neutral’ shows no particular trend towards either of the other two attributes
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CHAPTER 2.

INDIVIDUAL MODELS OF ADULT LEARNING

Seppo Kontiainen

Abstract

The paper introduces the use of Dynamic Concept Analysis, DCA, developed by
Kontiainen (Chapter 1), in building conceptual models of adult leaming processes.
The same leaming situation can be experisnced diffarently by different individuals.
The aim of this paper is to show, that besides the need to find general models of
adult leaming, there is also a need to find structured ways tc study individual
learning processes and to undarstand differencus between individuals.

The study employs concepts of some previous siudies ol adult Ieaming. Tlie paper
demonstrates how to build conceptual models by the information of concept
relations of adult learning. An information structure serves as basis for building con-
coptual models which could descnibe leaming processes in general (most probable
cases) or in individual cases. A model gives a hypothesis of how learning is likely to
take place in a particular process. Relsvancy of n.dels can be tested against
information of actual leaming processes.

The paper includes: (1) The definition of the concepts which are considered cantral
in understanding adult learning processes. (2) Relations between the concepts are
specified in an information structure. (3) Sixteen individual concepiual modeals are
built by this information. (4) The models are described by the author and the
descniptions are assessed by the students (participants of a course) themseives.

The models gave releva:t information about the individua! cases. Conceptual
models could be considered useful in finding structures for and understanding of
individual leaming processes. The study confirms the notion that learning is a highly
individual process: all sixteen learning models were different.

Conceptual models are used in the study in analyses and evaluation of learning
processas. Simulations with desiderable models could be of help, for instance, in
course design and in educational planning.
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2.1. INTRODUCTION

Adult learning is a complex individual process with close connections to
the learner's life experience, values and attitudes, and to the properties of
social and psychological environments.

The aim of this study is to analyse how a learning process can be
understood as interrelations between various aspects of learning. A
conceptual model is here a network of the relations between different
properties of a learning process.

A model is a simplification of reality. Models are often presented as
general conceptual frameworks or as statistical models. Use of models in
education is discussed in more detail, for example, by Reese and Overton
(1973).

Theories and models of learning processes aim at finding principles and
understanding of these processes. In studies of adult education and
learning, theoretical approaches vary from presenting general principles of
learning to specific theories and models, for instance: Dewey (1938),
Knowle:~ (e.g. 1984), Freire (1972), Mezirow (1981), Argyris (1982), Kolb
(1984), varvis (1987) and Engestrém (1987). Nature and development of
models for teaching adults is discussed for example by Brookfield (1986).

Many of these theories and models are expressed in highly general
terms, and it may be difficult to find paths from the general level into
individual cases or vice versa. Some other approaches, for example,
personal constructs by Kelly (1963), emphasize the need of building
individual models to understand a particular phenomenon. Systems
approach (e.g. Checkland 1981) uses a certain common structure to
guide and analyse learning processes. '

Conceptual models of this paper are built by applying the Dynamic Con-
cept Analysis, DCA, developed by the author (Chapter 1). The main
difference, when compared with the other models of the learning proces-
ses, is that this approach makes it possible to use the same source of
information for building both general and individual models.

This study concentrates on the analyses of different properties of a
learning process. A model gives an overall picture of a process or a given
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moment of this process. A 'process’, as seen as function of time, could be
understood as a serins of moving and changing pictures of a reality, i.e.
by a series of models. On the other hand, a process could be understood,
as in the case studies of this paper, as a dynamical overall description of
a whole process, in which verbs are taken in the description of structural
qualities (attributes) of the learning process.

The study demonstrates how to build models and how to use the infor-
mation of learning. A model makes a hypothesis about an actual case.
This study includes sixteen individual cases.

The analyses are completed in the following order: Firstly, the conceptual
framework of the study is specified. Secondly, the methodological basis of
the study is introduced, and thirdly, how to build conceptual models is
demonstrated by case studies.

2.2, CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The conceptual framework of this paper is defined primarily in discussion
with the elements of adult learning produced by Jarvis (1987) for the
model of the learning processes. His model (ibid., 25) includes nine
categories: (1) the person, (2) situation, (3) experience, (4 & 9) learning
outcomes/change, (5) practice and experimentation, (6) memorisation, (7)
reasoning and reflecting, and (8) evaluation. The model shows the
relationships between different categories, and nine responses to a
potential learning experience are mapped out of the model to Show
different routes and forms of learning. The study by Jarvis produced
useful elements and concepts of adult learning to be considered in this
study. His model of learning routes is not otherwise used in the analyses
of this paper.

Kidd (1976, 269) specified five elements of learning: the learner, the
teacher, the group (usually), the setting or situation, and the subject
matter.

Some new categories and concepts are introduced in this paper, and the
terminology to specify the content and the meaning of a component is in
some cases different as compared to those of Jarvis and Kidd. This is
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partly due to the research method employed here, and partly because a
different term is, for a reason or an other, considered better for analyses
in this paper.

The components of adult learning are devided here in five main areas or
categories:.

A. Learner/Practitioner
B. Learning Environment
C. Learning/Teaching

D. Outcome

E. Evaluation

Each category includes one or more variables of the learning process. In
this study, there are altogether twelve variables to descibe different
qualities of adult learning. These are given in Table 2.1. This conceptual
framework will be used later in the paper as the background to built
detailed individual models of the learning processes.

Category A is named 'Learner/Practitioner’ because an adult learner
often brings into learning processes his/fher own experience of everyday
life, or learning is related to the development of work and/or personal
competences. The variables 1 (Autonomy), 2 (Involvement) and 3 (Mo-
tivation) are the characteristics of the student's orientation to learning.
Content Relevancy (4) is placed under Category A because it has been
considered that it is finally up to the learner him/herself to assess the
relevancy before, during or after a iearning experience.
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Table 2.1. Categories of Learing

A. Leamer/Practitioner C. Learning/Teaching

1. Autonomy 7. Approach to Learning
2. Involvement 8. Reflactivity

3. Motivation 9. Memorisation

4. Content Relevance

12. Evaluation

5. Social Interaction 10. Learning Type
6. Learning Climate 11. Change
B. Leaming Environment D. Qutcome

Category B includes two variables specifying qualities of the learning
environment. Social Interaction (5) refers to a group working together (in
some cases a group could have a wider meaning, i.e. those people s/he
lives or works with while being a learner). Learning Climate (6) refers to
the general atmosphere or climate in which learning occurs. The learning
climate is developed by the student, the teacher and/or the group. In
addition, the climate is dependable on the content, and on how the
content is dealt with in learning situations.

Category C includes variables (7, 8 and 9) which specify the qualities of
strategies used or developed for learning and teaching. Learning and
teaching strategies are developed by the learner or by the teacher or in a
dialogue between the learner and the adult educator.

Category D consists of two variables relating to outcomes of learning.
Learning Type (10) refers to the amount of innovatory experiences in
learning. The other variable Change (11) means actual changes in the

!
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learner's habits of thinking, and the reflections of the learning experience
into practice.

Evaluation gives the learner's assessment of a lsarning experience.

The concepts or elements of a learning situation or a process are speci-
fied in this study by three attributes. The 'neutral' or 'medium’ level of a
concept refers to a situation where there may be a combination of qua-
lities of the two pole attributes of the dimension or the attribute ‘neutral’
indicates ‘neutrality' towards the quality in question. The concepts with the
attributes given in Table 2.2.

Table 2.2. Concepts and Attributes of Adult Learning

Concepts Attributes
A.  Learner/Practitioner
Al Autonomy autonomous medium non-autonomous
A2 Involvement active medium passive
A3  Motivation high medium low
A4 Content meaningful neutral meaningless
8. Learning Environment
B5 Interaction active medium passive
B6 Climate informal non-formal formal

C. Learning/Teaching

C7 Approach theoretical neutral practical

C8 Reflectivity reflective medium non-reflective
C8 Memorisation high medium low

D. Outcome

D10 Learning Type innovative neutral conformist
D11 Change high medium low

E12 Evaluation positive neutral negative
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2.3. DEFINITIONS OF THE CONCEPTS

The content and the meaning of the variables in categories A-E will be
discussed in the following.

A. Learner/Practitioner
(1) Autonomy (autonomous - meadium - nori-autonomous)

The learner status will be defined here by the degree of autonomy the
learner has in a learning process. The learner himv/herself can be the
agent of learning or ~ave an object role. This is close to the terms
‘'self-directed and 'other directed’ or 'agent’ and 'reactor' (Jarvis 1987, 66).
Non-autonomous position is similar to Freire’s (1972) perception of an
‘'oppressed’ person.

The status of a learner depends on the roles s/he takes or the roles given
to the learner. The degree of independency or autonomy of the learner
will be defined in practice by a combination of the learner's self-percept-
ion of the role, the views of the role in an learning institution, and the
others’ expectations of the role (e.g. significant others, organisations).

(2) Involvement (active - medium - passive)

The leamer role means the nature of involvement the learner has in a
learning process. This refers to the terms 'pro-active’ and 'reactive’, which
are defined by Jarvis (ibid., 66): "..., the pro-active/reactive dimension
refers to the extent to which individuals have ‘created’ the situations in
which they are or whether they are reacting to a situation which has been
created by others.” However, Jarvis dues not have a special category for
the status of the learner, and he combines the information of two distinct
categories of this paper (1, learner status (autonomy) and (2) learner role
(involvement).

it is assumed here, that autonomy of the learner has an impact on the
learner’s invoivement but it is accepted, too, that even a non-autonomous
learner can be actively involved in a learning process, and an autono-
mous learner can adopt a passive role.
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(3) Motivation (high - medium - low)

Jarvis (ibid., 93) refers to disjuncture, disconnection or distance when
talking about the learner's personal relationship with a learning process.
Disjunction or discontinuity means a gap between the individual biography
and the leaming experience. Similarily Mezirow (1981, 6-9) uses the term
'disorientating dilemma' as the first stage leading to self-examination.
Learning is affected by the learner's actual needs to establish harmony
between the biography and the present experience or between the
biography and the idealised experience.

The term 'disjuncture’ is placed here by 'motivation’, because the latter is
in wic * .se, and because there are four different variables in Category A
to ind .te personal qualities of the learner, which Jarvis covers by one
dimension ‘proactive/reactive’. Nevertheless, 'disjuncture’ could be an
appropriate term to express the nature of motivation in adult learning.

(4) Relevance of Content (meaningful - neutral - meaningless)

The relevance of content is defined here by the dimension between
'meaningful’ and 'meaningless’. The use of these attributes is motivated
by the notion that an individual is a meaning-seeking being.

B. Learning Environment
(5) Social Interaction (active - medium - passive)

Social interaction refers to the qualities of social processes in learning
(group processes, tutoring etc.). An individual learning process may be
promoted by positive, supportative cooperation with others. In contrast, a
conflict or lack of interaction may have (often) a negative, preventive
infliilence on learning.

Many studies of adult learning (e.g. Knowles 1984, 14-17) emphasize the
importance of setting a suitable climate in which adults may leam. Jarvis
(ibid.,67) relates proactive/reactive approaches to group situations, too.

Social interaction is specified here by the dimension 'active - passive'. It
is assumed, that also an independent learner can have a social environ-
ment of learning.
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(6) Learning Climate (informal - non-formal - formal)

There is interaction in three types of social group: informal, non-formal
and formal (Jarvis 1987, 68-70). The learning situation is now defined
according to the position of the learner in a learning situation.

'Informal’ learning situation, as well as an individualistic situation in many
cases, takes place in not pre-specified social situations. '‘Non-formal'
refers to organized and systematic educational activities carried on
outside the formal system, for instance, in a continuing education pro-
gramme to provide selected types of learning to a particular group in an
organised and systematic interaction between people. 'Formal' relates to
any bureaucratic or official situation within an organisation in which
people play different roles (e.g. those of teachers and students).

The dimension 'informal - formal' is used here to describe the climate or
the atmosphere of a learning environment.

Individualistic situations are likely to become characterized as 'informal’
situations in which the learner finally defines the circumstances in which
the learning takes place.

‘Non-formal' situation can be often described as a situation combining
qualities of informal and formal situations: 'non-formal’ could be placed in
some occasions by ‘collegial’ or ‘peer'.

'Formal’ situations are ready-tailored situations with little or none con-
sideration of the learner's personal needs or life experience.

C. Leaming/Teaching
(7) Approach to Learning (theoretical - neutral - practical)

Approach to learning is related to the category which Jarvis called
‘practice and experimentation’. There is, however, a difference between
practice and experimentation (ibid., 113): "..experimentation refers to the
possibility of doing something new, to creating something that has not
existed before; while practice carries a connotation of repetition and even
drudgery. The only element that they appear to have in common is that
they are both practical.”
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The approach to learning regulates how much an adult learner is able to
build new knowledge, skills and attitudes on his or her previous experien-
ces. Although the practical element here has common with tiat of Jarvis,
the content and meaning of this category is different in this study: the
approach to learning is here defined by the dimension ‘theoretical-practi-
cal'.

Different learning processes may give different emphasis on theoretical
and practical issues. For instance, skills learning may often be very
practical without any clear connection to the theoretical bases of a
performance. 'Neutral' level in this category represents an approach in
which theoretical and practical elements appear together. theory in
practice or practice in theory.

(8) Reflectivity (reflective - medium - non-reflective)

Jarvis (ibid., 87) defines 'reflectivity': "Reflection, in this context, means a
process of deep thougt, both looking backwards to the situation being
pondered upon and projecting forward to the future, being a process both
of recall and reasoning.”

Schén's (1983) analyses of reflective practitioners and Mezirow's (1981)
theory of adult learning and education give good examples of different
forms and levels of reflectivity, and of how the term 'reflectivity' can be
understood. Dewey (1933), Argyris (1982), Boud et al. (1978) and Enge-
strbm (1987) emphasize processes of thinking as essential part of
learning activities.

It is assumed here that even in a non-reflective learning process, an
individual is likely to bring at least some ‘reflections’ into the process, to
think in terms of his or her previous experience and knowledge.

(9) Memorisation (high - medium - low)
Memorisation reters to degree of reproducing of information in a learning
situation. 'High’ memorisation means, that learners are expected to

acquire and to remember the information with which they have been
presented.
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D. Outcome
(10) Type of Learning (innovative - neutral - conformist)

Several writers of adult education search for possible outcomes of
learning. For instance, Argyris (1982) when talking about Gouple loop
learning, Botkin et al. (1979) when introducing ideas of maintenance or
innovative learning, and Dewey (1933), Freire (1972), Koib (1984),
Engestrém (1987) and others when seeing adult learning as a problem
solving process or as part of a develcpmental project.

A type of learning outcome is here assessed on the dimension
'innovative-conformist’. However, an innovative outcome does not always
lead to an actual change. This is why another category of outcome,
'change’, is considered necessary to characterize implications the learning
may have in everyday practice.

(11) Change (high - medium - low)

A change can be understood as new forms of practice, knowledge and
skills. The concept also refers to personal development and growth.

Most learning results in some form of change. A rather flexible dimernsion
(high - low) is used here, because it is often difficult to assess actual
impacts of leaming on changes in real life situations: a change is often a
result of many other things, too, and it is not necessarily easy to separate
the effects of learning experiences from other simultaneous effects. The
above concerns as well the use of 'leaming’ and 'non-learning’ (Jarvis
1987, 134) to describe possible outcomes of learning processes.

(12) Evaluation (positive-neutral-negative)

Evaluation is regarded here as an overall assessment of a learning
process or a situation.

An interesting question is who makes an evaluation. A learning process
can be evaluated, for instance, by the learner, the teacher, an institution,
and in some cases by external evaluators. The same process can
become evaluated differently in all these cases.
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2.4. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

Adult learning will be analysed here by the Dynamic Concept Analysis,
DCA (cf. Chapter 1). An information structure includes information of
relationships between the variables of a study, and serves as the basis
for integrating information in conceptual models.

It was shown earlier {Chapter 1, 10-12), that there are altogether five
different ways in which two concepts can be in relation with each other:
(1) they have no relation, (2) they have a ona-way relation, (3) they have
a two-way relation, (4) they have no direct relation, but they are related
with each other via a third concept, or (5) they are related via a longer
chain of concept relations.

The five types of relations are central to understand conceptual models of
this study. This is why they are repeated here.

O 32




Models of Adult Learning

Different types of relations can be illustrated as follows:

Type 1. @
Type 2. ®<———

Type 3. @1————>

T, pe 4.

® ®
AN @./

® ®

The information structure includes information of different types of
relations between the variablas in a study. This information can be
integrated in conceptual models, in which the relations between all
variables in question are shown simultaneously. A conceptual model is a

network of concept relations as Type 5, in which different types of rela-
tions may appear in the same structure.

Type 5.

®
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Four stages are central in this approach: (1) to identify the key concepts
for the study, (2) to define the relationships between the concepts, (3) to
build an information structure of concept relations, and (4) to use the
information structure to build conceptual models, which can be described
and assessed.

2.5. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF ADULT LEARNING

An information structure is a matrix of concept relations. The relationships
between the above twelve concepts and thity six attributes of the
learning processes are now defined by statements or assumptions of the
concept relations.

Appendix 2.1. (pp. 91-95) gives the statements of relationships between
the concepts of adult learning in the conceptual framework of this study.
The statements are here subjective and open to criticism and alterations.
In fact, every statement can be considered as a research hypothesis.

Defining concept relations by individual judgements, as here, is a highly
value-bounded procedure, and dependable on the researcher's own
knowledge, experience and values. This leads to many questions, which
do not necessarily have any clear answer. This became obvious to the
author of this study when analysing, for instance, the role of the learner
autonomy in learning.

Definition of concept relations by empirical studies may be needed in the
future to test the hypotheses given in this paper, and to make a more
reliable information structure.

Matrix 2.1. is the information structure based on the information of
concept relations of adult learning processes given as statements in
Appendix 2.1.

How a statement iz presented in a Cell of Matrix 2.1. is demonstrated in
the following.
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(1) The relationship Concept 3 (Motivation) has to Concept 2 (In-
volvement) is given as the statement (cf. 2/3 in Appendix 2.2., 96): The
higher motivation the more active role.

In Matrix 2.1. the statement resuits in Cell 2/3:

Concept 3
{Motivation)
3a 3n 3b

active 2a a
Concept 2 (Role) medium 2n n
passive 2b b

(2) Another example concerns the relationship Concept 9 (Memorisation)
has to Concept 1 (Autonomy, cf. 1/9 in Appendix 2.2.): The less memo-
risation the more autonomy. In Matrix 2.1. the statement results in Cell

1/9:
Concept 9
(Memorisation)
9a 9Sn 9b
autonomous la b
Concept 1 (Autonomy) medium 1n n
non-autonomous 1b a

(3) A trend towards the relationships as stated is expressed
in the matrix:

or

jo Jite Je ]
30530

(4) A non-linear relationship can be expressed, for instance, in the
following form (cf. Cell 10/7):

Concept 7
(Approach)
7a Tn 7b

innovative 10a n
Concept 10 (Outcome) medium 10n n
conformist 10b a b
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It is stated in this example, that an innovative outcome is most likely to
result from an approach with a combination of theoretical and practical
elements (7n), and a conformist outcome is likely to result either from a
very theoretice! {7a) or very practical (7b) approach.

(5) An empty cell indicates, that it is considered not possible to make a
statement of a relationship. For instance, the outcomes (variables 10 and
11) do not effect on vanables of the category B (leaming environment),
but it is regarded reasonable to state vice versa, that the leaming environ-
ment has influence on the outcomes (Cells 10/5, 10/6, 11/5 and 11/6).

Matrix 2.1. Information Structure of Adult Leaming

CONCEPTS 1 2 3 & H é ? ] Q 10 " 12
Row Attribaytes agndbepnbpnbesgndbagndbgnbanbygndbanbsnbanband
1 1. 1a autonamous i a a a an |a n b(l 1 b ] : :
2 AUTOROMY  1n medium i n n n n n ntn ' on,
3 1b_non-autonomous ! ) R nb bis I [N} A ‘
4 2. 28 active il n ? ? ? ? nbja ! b: .
) INVOLVE- 21 mediun i on i hyon n - n nton n
o8 MENT 20 passive inb Bl b, b ban ! ba
L7 5, 38 high jan 1 ! . a ta | nba i nb
8 MOTIVATION 3n sedium Ton o ! I n , n{n . n n o on
9 3 low b . . bl bl blan ban
16 4. «a meaningful - : . \ i 1 a b
1t CONIENT  4n neutral ' : : : : n n
12 RELEVANCE b mesningless : ul . . b
13 5. Sa active s 18 ia ID | lan | nb-a . b
4 INTERACTION Sn medium A . A . A . n i s ''n il on n
15 Sb _passive b b b b ! ble b.a
‘6 6. ta intormel a2 .8 a Son r\: bia )
12 CUIMATE & non-tormet N n nian an .n - n " n
‘8 &b format b, b B b pi a | ba
9 7. 7a theoretical H ; ) H . b, : b.s
20 LEARNING  ?n neutral ' i on n n
2' : APPROACH  7b practical X ) a [
*22 8. Ba reflective a2 (a la ‘a isn = n b\ )
23 'REFLECTIVITY 8n medium tn o on n . non nin n
i & non-reflect. b [} b b -] b.en »
-5 9. Oa high : : : | ! I ba b\
26 MEMORISATION On medium ' : ; K S on L) n
27 W Low : ; — e, i ba
.28 10. 10a rmovative HEEROERD ]l i a1 ona b\
29 LEARNING  10n neutral ‘n non n n ian | n n n
3C_, QUTCOME 100_conformigt b b b b b ba b b,a
3 1, Vs high Ta Ta a ia Ta an b.a b a :
R CHANGE 11n medium T a n: n ' n n n i on ' on n n
33 1o tow b b p: b b, b.3 b2 ®
3 12 128 positive jan la s 1a la ifan ., nrba ba .8
15 EVALUATION 12n neutrat I'a ! ' n " n! on ! n 2 n, n’ ' n n rn oo
36 120 meqative Loabt b b b, b, b b.a [ L

- A ceil shows the relationship between two concepts.
© A row shows the attributes with lype 2 (A<:-§) retation to the attribute n guestior
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Matrix 2.1. serves as the basis for building conceptual models of various
leaming processes. As shown in the earlier paper (Chapter 1, 23), twelve
concepts with their thirty six attributes can make more than half a million
different attribute combinations to describe individual processes of
leaming.

Matrix 2.1. includes the information for building conceptual models for all
these combinations of attributes.

Rows of Matrix 2.1. are in central position in building conceptuai models.
This will be demonstrated in the case studies.

2.6. CASE STUDIES

2.6.1. Context of the Study

The students of this study participated a course for sixteen hours (Autumn
1989) at the Department of Education, the University of Helsinki. The
author of this paper had a lecture/seminar (two to three hours per week)
in which theoretical questions of the Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA)
and conceptual models with various applications were studied. The
participants were graduate and postgraduate students (N=16) in Educa-
tion and Adult Education.

Some of the students had the course as a part of their degree course and
some participated voluntarily. The course contained lecturettes and case
analyses. In addition, the course included individual exercises and
reading. The teacher regarded himself more as a course tutor than as an
ordinary lecturer. At the beginning of the course most of the students
were unfamiliar with the course content, and only a few knew in advance
somebody in the group.

The case analyses of learning processes of the course members were

completed at the end of the course. The course assessment was based
on the individual excercises/homework.
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6.2. Individual Models of Learning

The case studies were completed at the end of the course in the following
sequence:

(1) The concepts and the attributes of the learning process were studied
jointly in a group session.

(2) The list of concepts and attributes (Appendix 2.2., 96) was worked
through step by step with the students, and each student selected one
atiribute under each concept to make a combination of attributes to
characterize his/her learning process in the course.

(3) The author of this paper built a model of the learning process for each
case by employing the information of Matrix 2.1. in his/her attribute com-
bination (twelve attributes for each case). The twelve attributes identify
the rows in Matrix 2.1. from where Type 2 (A<--B) relations can be found
for each attribute. As an example, Table 2.3. gives the attribute com-
bination in Case 1, and it also gives the other attributes in this particular
combination with Type 2 relation to every attribute.

Table 2.3. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case 1

Row/
Matrix Type 2 Relations from the Attributes

2.1.
Attributes ia 2a 3n d4a 5n 6b 7a 8a 9n 10a lln i{2a

la autonomous status 1 2a 4a 5n 8a

2a active role 4 la 4a 8a

3n medium motivation 8 5n 9n

4a meaningful content 10 8a

5n medium interaction 14 in 9n

6b formal climate 18 7a

7a theoretical 19 6b

8a reflective 22 la 2a 4a

9In medium memorisation 26
10a innovative outcome 28 la 2a d4a Ba

11n medium change 32 3n 5n Iin
12a positive evaluation 34 la 2a 4a 8a 10a

The information in Table 2.3. is taken into Model 2.1. (p. 70). Table 2.3.
and Model 2.1. show, for example, that the following attributes have a
Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the attribute 1a: 2a, 4a, 5n and 8a. Model 2.1.
is built by combining all the information about Type 2 relations in Case 1:
a Type 2 relation may change into a Type 3 relation (A<-->B).
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In fact, Model 2.1. includes all five types of relations, for instance:

Type 1 relation between 1a and 6b (1a 6b),

Type 2 relation between 5n and 1a (5n-->1a),

Type 3 relation between 1a and 2a (1a<-->2a),

Type 4 relation between 5n and 10a (5n-->1a-->10a), and
Type 5 relation between 2a and 3n (2a<-->1a<--5n<-->3n).

(4) The description of the Model (and hypothetically the learning process)
was written by the author.

(5) The student was given the Model and the description for assessment.
S/he was «sked to make an overall assessment about the relevance of
the description. In addition, s/he was asked to comment the model and
the description.

Level of agreement was assessed by the following scale:
high agreement 1 2 3 4 5§ 6 7 low agreement

Fourteen assessments (two not available) varied from 1 to 3: three times
1, ten times 2 and once 3. The agreement with the model descriptions is
high.

In the following, all sixteen models with the desription and the assessment
are presented to demonstrate how even the same course can promote
sixteen different learning processes.

Number of possible attribute combinations with twelve concept like in this
study is, as mentioned earlier, more than half a million. All these com-
binations could result in their own conceptual model by using the infor-
mation of concept relations in Matrix 2.1., Information Structure of Adult
Learning.
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CASE 1
Description Modei 2.1. Leaming Process in Case 1
A. Leamner/Practitioner A Leamer/Practitoner C. Leaming/Teaching

The student is active and independant (1a,
2a). She considers the content relevant
(4a). She is not necessarily very motivated
of participating the course (3n), but is able
to reflect her own ideas and experience
during the course (1a, 2a and 4a with 8a).
Not very active soclal interaction of the
course has strengthened her autonomous
role as the learner (5n with 1a).

B. Leaming Environment

The general atmosphere is experienced by
the student as formal (6a). This Is primarily
due to the theoretical orientation of the
course (7a with 6a). The group interaction
is seen as moderate (5n); this will be un-
derstood in the model part'y by her own

motivation and involvement in the course B Learnnng Environment 0. Outcome
(3n), and partly because of the low memo-

rication of the course (9n. individual tasks E. Evaluaton: 12a positive

and homework). retuls from

C. Learning/Teaching ;: M' satus

The theoretical orientation of the course 4 meaninghul content
does not serve directly the student herseff 8a reflective approach

(ct. 7a quite isolated in the model); the 10a innovalive outcome

student might have had some difficulties to

combine her individual process (A) with the course process (B + C). Nevertheless. the course gives
space for refiectivity (8a) and this is likely to fit well with the leamer's autonomous #nd active role (1a,
2a and 4a with 8a).

D. Outcome

The course is considered by the leamer as an innovative and stimulative experience; she has been
able to develop individual and refleclive processes of thinking (10a with 1a, 2a, 4a and 8a). However,
there is only moderate charge in her actual habits of thinking or doing (11n). The model suggests that
this is primarily due to her own motivation, memorisation and perhaps too little gruup interaction in the
course (3n, 5n and 9n with 11n).

E. Evaluation

The overall evaluation of the leaming expaerience is positive (123). The evaluation will be understood in
this rase especially by those characteristics which emphasize the learner's independency to think and
process the course material (1a. 2a, 4a. Ba and 10a with 12a); there was space in the course for
sel-directed leaming.

Assessment of the information In Model 2.1. by the Student
Level ot agreement: agree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 disagree
Comments: The agreement with the description is high. Atterwards she was willing to revakie two va-

riables: 7a -> 7n and 3n -> 3a. Nevertheless, she thought that the description gives a very real picture
about her learning process during the course.
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CASE 2

Description Modei 2.2. Leaming Process in Case 2

A. Leamer/Practitioner A. Leant.or/Practitoner C. Leamning/Teaching
The leamer is not personally involving her-

medium o

seif very strongly in the leaming activkies; | swonomy
she doss not have much avtonomy as a
student (1n) or does not have a very active
role (2n), and her motivation is only mods-
rate (3n). The model shows, that these
personal characteristics are tightly linked to
sach other and they do not have connec-:
tions to the other qualties of the course;
she is likely 10 adopt an obsenvers role.
Nevertheless, she has been able to pro-
cess the information of the course: the
content is regarded as relevamt and the
approach as reflective (cf. 4a with 8a and
9b) This results 'n some obvious changes
(11a) in her habits of thinking.

8. Lesming Environment 3 Learng Envwonment 0. Ovtcome
The group interaction Is considered pas-
sive (5b), and the ckmate is tormal {6b); E. Evaluation: 12n neural
this is mainly due to the theoretical naiure . Mesuts from
of the courc® (7a). zn medum autonomy
. n nautral role
C. Leaming/Toaching 30 medum motvaton
In splte of perhaps too theoretical app- 10n medium innovetion

roach of the course, there are possibilities

for reflectivity (8a). Low memorisation (8b} 1.alps the student to work on the meaningful content (4a).
The theoretical orlentaticn of the course IS as such rathar remote to the student. The content relevancy
may refer here especially ta the applications introduced in the course.

D. Outcome

The student's own involvement (1n, 2n, 3n) and the way the course is realized (particularly 5b, 6b, 7a)
may have hindered the student to experience much innovations during the course (10n). In snite of her
rathor distant observer's role, she has been abis to develops new thinking (11a). The model indicates
that the course has holped hsr in processing the information [{1a with 4a, 8a and 9b).

E. Evaluation

Tha course anx' the leaming process are a <sased by the student as moderate (12n). The student has
not founc very personai touch to the course (1n, Zn, 3n) and that is why her own innovations are rather
infreguant (10n). This is likely to explain the d.satisfaction she might have towards the course. - To her
the course is obviously too theoretical and too formal with no interaction. This could be taken :nlo
consideration in future planning of the cou..e.

Assassrent of the Information in Model 2.2, by the Student
Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 iow

Comments: The direction of the desription is comect. Sume ‘neutral’ vanables are probably seen as
too negative. Howevaer, I did not teel any special exctement in the course.”

ra
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CASE 3
Description Model 2.3. Leaming Process in Case 3

A. Leamer/Practitioner A. Leamer/Practitoner <. Lsarning/Teaching
Independem, active and motivated student
who considers the course content relevant "“W
(1a, 2a, 3a, 48). The mode! indicates that
the individual involvement of the studem 1
(A) is in the most central position in the
whole process. The model aiso shows that
practicality and refiectivity ot the course |9 ... b

are likely to strenghten this kind of student l\ :Q

aciive nie

1ehacive

*‘@

[
®

maflum
memorisaion

—

involvemant (A with 7b and 8a). masningtul
8. Leaming Environment Q“'”'
The course includes some but not much
interaction between the participants (5n). -
this has supported the leamers auto- T on
nomous status (cf. 5n with 1a). However, .
the model indicates that a rather non-for- hon formel dimetg
mal and colieaguel atmosphere of the
course (6n) has a more central function 8 Leaming Envonment D Outcome
both in determining the learning climate,

and in reflections to the outcomes (D). E. Evaluabon 128 postive

C. Leaming/Teaching results trom

As stated above. practicaiity (7b) and ref- ;: m:”' sy
lectivity (8a) of the course support the 3a high motvaton
learner's own active role (A). These to- 4a meaningful content
gether have a direct impact on the leaming 6n non-formal dimate

outcomes (10a and 11a). ;!: ::‘nucd lppm.::\h

D. Outcome .
10m innovative outoo
The student has been able to integrate the 1a hig:v;.n;m me

information tor innovations (1a, 2a, 3a and

4a with 10a). and tor changes in her thinking (11a). In addition, the reflective approacn (8a) and the
non-tormal climate (6n) join in the model to 10a (innovative outcome). The practicali approach of the
course (7b) results only in 11a (high change).

E. Evalustion

The evaiuation of the course and the leaming experience is positive (12a). All characteristics of the
model, except two (5n, medium interaction and 9n, merlium memorisation), result in the posiive
evaluation. Group procasses need to be taken more caretully into consiteration when planninn = tuture
course.

nnovaiive
otoome

high change

Assassment of the Information In Model 2.3. by the Student

Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 § 6 7 low

Comments: "The description Is cicse 10 my own understanding of w1 leaming process. | am
particularly interested in the content of the course.” In addition. she thought that it takes time. especially

in her case to develop group processes - the cuurse could have been longer. The Individual exercises
(homewo- . re considered fruittui.
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CASE 4

Description Model 2.4. Leaming Process in Case 4

A. Leamer/Practtioner A Lsames/Pracutioner C. Lsamming/Teaching
The student's non-autonomous Status will —

non

be understood in the model by passive | swonomons
interaction of the course (Sb). This means
that she may regard herself more as an
object than a subject in leaming. The
mode! indicates that the non-formal lear-
ning ciimate and moderate reflectivity of | oo
the course have helped the student to
have some interest of participating the | ..«
course (6n and 8n with 2n and 3n). contant
B. Learning Environment T
The student might have wished more ac-
tive interaction and group processes during
the course (cf. 5b). The passive interaction

neuel 1ol

NNOVeiive
(010t

passha
Inte¢action

results in the model from her own non-au- non tormal clime medium changs
tonomous status and from the ‘way the
course was conducted (Sb with 1¢ und 7n). B Leaming Enwonment D Outcome
The general atmosphere is non-formal
(6n); this seems to create a postive € Evaluanon 12n neutral
ground for innovations (6n with 1va), but 2 N;u::lm
. n n

dges not {ead to very obvious changes (6n 31 medum mobvaton
with 11n). 4n neutral content
C. Learning/Teaching én non-formal dimate
The course aims at finding balance bet- 7n neutral approach
ween theory and practice (7n), and the g" "‘::"'“ "‘mnm

, n m um m
model sugge: is that this is likely to rasuft 1n Sum change

in an innovative outcome (7n with 10a).

The elements of Category T (7n, 8n and 9n) are in this model closely combined with each other, and
through 8n (medium reflectivity) related to the student variables in Category A. it could be assumed that
the student is rather weli integrated in the course.

D. Outcome

The course resufts in an innovative outcome (10a) and in medium change (11n). innovation is primarily
based on two aspects of the course, 7n (theory & practice approach) and 6n (non-formal atmosphere).
The personai variables o the student (A) do not have a dimct link to the innovative outcome. This may
indicate that the course has been rather teacher centred. Nevertheless, some changes in her habits of
thinking have taken place during the course (11n).

E. Evaluation

The evaiua‘an of the course is ‘neutral’ (12n); not very positive or negaliva. The course has been lo
the student an ordinary teacher centred learning experienca.

Assessment of Information In Modal 2.4, by the Student
Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 § 6 7 low
Commens: (A) Gives a fair picture about the ieamer. (B) The description correct (C) There was a

dialogue benveen theory and practice ieading to innovations. (D) It has been positive in this course thal
the course leader has innovated. (E) “Teacher centredness suits to me”.
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CASE S

Description Model 2.5. Leaming Process in Case 5§

A. Learmer/Practitioner A. Lsamer/Practitoner C. Leaming/Teaching
The student has a non-autonomous (o ) )
learner status (ib), i.e. the course is lkely | sumoman (%)

to be considerod by her as a compuisary (%) m
pat of a degree programme. Passive | . .

group interaction stranghtens this oriemta- o

tion (5b with 1b). Her own relation to the RO [

content is rather neutral (4n). N
B. Leaming Environment
Passive group interaction will be under- e
stood in the model by the student's little |
autonomy and by non-refleciive teaching

(1b and St with 8b), i.e. there are difficul-

Innovelive
ties to build new information on the pre- Do oucome
vious knowledge and experience of the
student. Low level of memorisation helps Inkormal et (1)  mesum change J
to create an informal atmosphere of the
course (Sb with 6a). 8. Leam.rg Enviconment D Outcome
C. Lsarning/Teaching
The course is experienced by the student E. Evaluation: 12a postive
as practical rather than as theoretical (7b). results from
This notion Is based In the model primarily Sa ol dimae
on the informal atmosphere of the course 96 low memorisation

and on low memorisation (6a and 9b with

7b). Non-autonomous status of the student and passive group interaction are likely to increase
non-refiectivity (1b and 5b with 8b).

D. Outcome

The leaming outcome Is innovative (10a). The mode! indicates that this is due to iittle emphasis on
memorisation during the course (Sb with 10a). In the mode! 9b (low memorisation) is tightly linked with
7o (practical approach). Therefore, t could be assumed that the practical demonstrations without much
memorisation have helped the student to have innovative experiences. However, the actual changes in
her thinking are not very high (11n) because ... her rather neutrai personal invoivement (2n, 3n and 4n
with 11n).

E. Evaluation

“oskive evaluation (12a) wili be understood now by four aspects of the leaming experience: 6a
{informai atmosphere), 7b (practical approach), 9b (low memonsation) ard 10a (innovative outcome).
The course has been in Mmany ways &n unsatisfactory experience to the student (. 1b, 5b, 8b).
Therefore it Is interesting that the overali evaluation is very positive. It looks likely that the student has
based the evaluation only on the positive aspects of the course omitting the negative ones.

Assossment of the information In Model 2.5. by the Student

Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5 & 7 low

Comments: (A) The student agrees with the information and explains the attribute th
(non-autonomous). the reasons vutside this course. (B) Difficulties to work with people she did not

know in advance. (C) Interesting things but not very close to her own orientation. (D) Innovative
thoughts. (E) A ditierent leaming experience.
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CASE 6

Description Model 2.6. Leaming Process in Case 6

A. Leamer/Practitioner A. Leamer/Practiioner C. Lsamng/Teaching
The student ts independant and active (18, /=) T T
2a) when working on the meaningful con- 1s)=

tent (4a). The informai course climate and e e
low memorisation are kkely to keep her

interested in the subject matter even in the | *'"*"*

circumstances when her own motivation is » D) || Feheewiy
not necessarily very high (4a with 6n and | meout NN

9b). The moderate motivation is achleved % A on

by combining theoretica!l and practical - memorisation
conterts of the course, and by invoiving

the student in practical exercises (7n and —
8n with 3n). In addition, the theory/practice

dialogue with reflectivity is likely to activate innovaive
the student (7n and 8n with 2a). tnteraction outcome

B. Leamning Environment

The Interaction in the course Is totally o formetcxme memenange |
passive: Sb is an isolated variable in the B Leaming Environment D Outcome

model without having any link to the other

variables of the individual leaming model. E. Evaluaton 12a positve

However, the general atmosphere of the results from

course is permissive (6n non-formal), and ;: ol siats

this gives space for individual processes 4a meaningiul conent

(3n, 4a, 7n and 8n with 6n). 6n non.jormal dimate

C. Leaming/Teaching 7n medum approach

The modei shows that the three elements o jow memonsabon

of Category C are in a raiher central po- 108 innovatve outcome

sition to regulate the learning process, and

they have direct influences on the leaming outcomes (D). The theory/practice dialogue with some
reflectivity (7n and 8n) support the leamers active role (2a). Low memorisation (9b) may increase the
student's autonomy, and it helps to concentrate 1o the relevant cordents (3b with 1a and 4a). In ad
dition, 7n and 8n atso help to create a non-formal climate (6n) of the course.

D. Outcoine

The t'udent has experienced much innovations (10a) during the course. The ™Model indicates that the
innovative outcome resuls from the student's own orientation as a feamer {1a, 23, 4a), and as weil as
from the wiys the course was realized (7n, 9b) n a non-formal climate (6n). Nevertlieless, the actual
changes are moderate (11n) part., due to the student’'s medium motivation (3n), and partly to some
other aspects ralated to the course (7n, 8n, 6n).

E. Evalustion

The overail evaluation of the leaming exgerience is very positive (12a). Only tour variables (3n. 5b, 8n
and 11n) do not loin the positive evaluation. increasing the group interaction coukd result even in a
better imtegration.

Assessment of the Information In Model 2.6. by the Student
Levei ot agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5§ 6 7 jow

Commants: "The model tells quite precisely about the nature of ™y leaming process.” - Atterwards she
was willing to reassess the influence of the course: 11n (medium change) -> 11a (high change)
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CASE 7
Deacription Model 2.7. Leaming Process in Case 7

A. Learmmer/Practitioner A. Lsaner/Practiioner C. Lauming/Teaching
The student is a less independent, non- < = )

Q
autonomous learner (1b). This learner | eutonomous @‘
status is ancouraged by the passive group b —
interacton, the formal course climate, and | ... a0 %/‘

the theoretical approach of the course (Sb, ?

6b and 7a with 1b). The motivation is not \ (, rofectre
very high (3n), but she has some interest | memaron

in the relevant content with reflectivity and L) |

maemoritation

low memorisation (8a and 8b with 4a). J— i
(Dee—
)

B. Leaming Environment chnets
The leamers status (1b non-autonomous) i E;;__)

and the theoretica! nature of the course &
(7a) strenghten passivity and formality (5b paseive 50 nnovewve
and 6b) in the course. nienctian 4 oulcome
C. Learning/Teaching tormal chmale () tin) medum change
The theoretical approach of the course is
likely to make the student quite aiienated B Leaming Enwronment D. Outcome

(7a with 1b, Sb and 6b). The model in-

dicates that the retlective exercises (8a) E. Evaluadon: 12n neutral

with low memorisation (Sb) have more to an ':x:!:j ':;‘

do with the actual leaming process when In medum motvation

increasing the relevancy of the course 11n medum changs

content (8a and Sb with 4a).

D. Outcome

The innovative outcome (10a) resuits trom the relavant content, the retlective approach and low memo-
risation (4a, 8a and 9b). The model indicates that the student does not much involve herself as a
person in innovative experiences (ct. variables in A with 10a), but rather tollows the course programme.
The student's modest involvement and motivation expiain in the mode!l why actuai changes remain
moderate (2n and 3n with 11n).

E. Evatuation

The ‘neutral’ evaluation (12n) results from 2n (medium involvement). 3n (medium motivation) and 11n
(medium change). The evaluation will be understood here primarily as an evaluation of the student's
own role behaviour during the course. In spite of some obvious shortcomings of the course (e.g. Sb,
6b), the student has been able to benetit trom the course (10a and 11n). Increase of group interaction
could make the course more successful to the student. In her case, the role of the thecretical approach
(7a) in the course should be reconsidered.

Assessment of the Information In Model 2.7. by the Student

Levol ot agreemeni: high 1 2 3 4 56 7 low

Comments: (A) No special motivation to participate the course. (B) It took tne to learn the conceptual
language of the course. (C) Perhaps too research oriented. ‘Refiectivity’ might have bwen understood

difierantlty by the student: a general activity level. (D) No revolution in thinking: “The student just does
not happen to be research oriented.” (E) The evaluation is ok.
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CASE 8

Description Model 2.8. Leaming Process in Case 8

A. Leamner/Practitioner A Lsamer/Practisoner

C. Leaming/Teaching
Tha motivation is high (3a). High motiva- -

( )

tion will be undarstood In the model pri- | Lhasamy A4~

marily by the qualities of the teaching and Srroah
lcaming process as experienced by her: neural 1oie o

theuretical-practical approach (7n), reflect:

ive teaching & leaming approach (8a) and

low memorisation (9b). The student does | ninawen | 20

not regard herselt very independsnt or

active (1n, 2n), she is likely to regard her- | raura L\® memarsaton
seM as a group member or as a paricipant | Fo

among others (cf. relations from 5n and T i

6n to 1n and 2n). Inspite of high motiva-

tion, the course content remains quite medium » Innavarive

nieraction

neutral to her (4n).

B. Learning Environment

The course includes some interaction bet-
ween the panicipants (5n), and the com-
munication takes place in a rather free,
non-formal atmosphere (6n). The model

non lormal chmew

B8 Leaming Environmaent

E Evaluabon 1.3 pon .

indicates that she has a tendency to chan- resulty s~
nel her own activities into group processes ;: mﬂ:‘;:‘;‘l -y
{ct. 2n student role with 5n and €n). Al- 6n nondomm’ - -
together, the leaming climate has a central 7n medum  a. -

position in her Isaming model. 8a reflectve > proach

b
10a
11a

low memonsason
innovative outcome
high change

C. Learning/Teaching

There Is a dlaiogue between theory and
practice (7n), having connections to the
learners previous experience (8a reflective), arv - low memorisation (Sb). As mentioned above. all
these three aspects maintain the student’s high m. . ation (3a). The model shows that high motivation
in retum feeds retlectivity in learning (3a with 83!, i.u. she is willing to process information, not only to
receive .

D. Outcome

The course results in innovative outcomes (1(a) and in vhanges in her thinking and general orientation
(11a). The mode! indicates that innovations are achieved by the Students high motivation (3a),
non-formal learning climate (6n), and by the qualities of teaching-learning process (7n, 8a and Sb).
Much the same factors are explaining hcw the student has achieved many changes in her thinking
habits (11a) in this leaming experience.

E. Evalustion

The positive evaluation results from most of the attrihutes in the model. The stude.! has been able to
make a comprehensive overall evaluation wtich covers most qualities of her leaming experience.

Assessment of the information in Model 2.8. by the Student
Levelof agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5§ 6 7 low

Comments: The decription and the conclusions are very near to the picture she had about her leaming
process; “There is no need to complete the interpretation of the model.”

Q
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CASE 9

Description Model 2.9, Leaming Process in Case 9

A. Leamer/Practitioner A. Learner/Practitoner C. Leaming/Teaching
The student is autonomous and active (1a [~ ) ™)
and 2a). She considers the course content | ™o =

meaningtul (4a). The three aspects of D i
teaching and leaming in C strenghten the | ... 2o

leamer's independency and seN-directi-

veness (7b, 8a and 9b with 1a and 2a). s et
The course chmat~ (B) helps her 10 have | mowason >

an autonomous leamer status (5n and 6a » ) o

with 1a). The motivation is not necessarily | mesgu | ~ [ memoraron
very high (3n) The model shows that the | YT L _
leamer's own parsonal qualities and crien- \ “

tations (A) have a powertul role in this o

learning strategy. medum > @ nnee

8. Learning Environment Ferachon euicome
There is some interaciion betwaen the kormel chmaw (&) (@) Mmedwm clange
participarts of tha course (5n), and the

general atmosphere is informa! (63). The 8. Leaming Envioom-nt D. Outoome
environment (especially 6a) seems to in-

fluence on many aspects in Categories A E. Evaluason: 12n nrural

and B, but this has rathsr little to do di- an results :’::‘)‘_im

rectly with the actual outcomes of kaming mediun '

(D) as shown in the model. Vin medom e

C. Learning/Teeching

The general approach of the course is praciical (7b). reflective (8a) with low memorisaticn (6b). The
informal course climate {62) is related 10 all three variablss of C. The student is the subject of leaming
(cf. 1a and 2a with 8a): she i kkely to reflect her own knowledge and expertence in the leaming
process taking into consideration the course contant (4a), t0a. This independoncy Is achieved in the
per.issive, inlormal atmosphere of the course.

D Outcoms

She has exporienced the course as innovative (7ra). The mudel indicates that this is primarily due to
her parsonal activo involvemert (1a, 2a, 4a) and to the refleciivity and Ktie need for memorisation (8a,
Sb}. Her motivation (3n) and not very active group interaction (Sn) are the two factors which explain
why actual changes are in this case at \ha medium level (11n; some new thinking, but not an obvious
change).

E. Evaluation

Problems i motivation (3n), rather little possibilities for group interaction (5n), and medium change
(11n) are the main reasons to the average avaluation. Al the student's point of view, these aspects of
tha course naed to be takan info considaratio when developing the course.

Assessment af the Information In Model 2.9. by the Student
Levelof agreement: high 1 2 3 4 56 7 bw
Commens: (A) She is now willing to change 3n -» 3a {high motivation). (B) No comment. (C) Low

memoarisation (8b) does not mean that the course was easy. (D) A real change presupposes somathing
more. (E) To her 12n (neutral evakuation) means “above average".
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CASE 10
Description Model 2.10. Leaming Process in Case 10

A. Leamer/Practitioner A. Loamner/Practione: C. Lsaming/Teaching
The student is an independent leamer with /—
high motivation and keen interest in the | icmas
course content (1a with 3a and 4a). The
praci-cal and reflective nature of the course
Jives strength to the autonomy of the lear-
ner (7o and 8a with 1a). Much the same
gualties keep motivation high during the | N5 )
course (1a, 4a, 7b, 8a and 9n whh 3a).
The student had not a very aclive role | nmenng

{2n). content

B. Lsaming Environment

There ts practically no imeraction between
the course participants (5b). In fact, the fauhe
communication with the group is totally Fiarscion
apart trom the leaming procass as seen in ~on krmal chmate metum changs
the model. This might strenghten the no-
tion that the course has been to her a B Leamung Environment D Owcome

highly individual exgarience. On the whole.

the non-tormal general climate (6n) has a E. Evaiuation 128 positve

more central function; i probably gives the results from

student freedom enough for individual : 3

processes (ct. 6n with 4a and 8a), but may . it conent

at the same time passivate her (6n with 6n non-formal Uimste

2n) especially when the group interaction Tb pracscal approach

s &t the minlnwm. Sa reflactive approach

C. Leaming/Teaching

The coursa is practical (7b). reflective(8a) and not demanding much memorisation (Sn). The autonomy
of the student, high motivation, the relevant content, and a less formal course climate are lkely to
increase reflectivity (1a, 3a. 4a and 6n with 8a).

0. Outcome

The course produces some innovative ideas (10n) and a moderate change (11n). There are three
variabies in the model which have a relation to 10n and 11n: 2n (medium involvement), €n (nonforma!
course cimate), and 8n (medium memorisation). The course seems to Qive space and treedom for
personal development, but the student is not very active in using this opportunity (ci. 2n).

E. Evaluation

ARhough the outcomes of the leaming process are quite moderate. the leaming experience as such is
evaiuated by the studemt very posiively (12a). The poskive evaluation resuks from the personal
attributes of the student (1a, 3a, 4a), and trom the course chmate (6n) together with 7b and 8a (practi-
cal and refiective approaches). These quakties of learning are likely to be valued by the student.

4

houyal rols

med:m
ernosies Bon

maduym
Inncvadon

Assegsmant of the information in Model 2.10. by the Student

Levelofagreement: high 1 2 3 4 5 6 7w

Commaents: The description of the leaming process is mostly correct. She had earier given 2n (neutral
role) to describe her role behaviour. Now she considers hersel aclive (22) as an individual student

(working hard), but her role in the group was passive. Better imMarati:en «ignt increase her involvement
in the course.
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CASE 11
Description Modal 2.11. Leaming Process in Case 11

A. Learner/Practitioner A Leamer/Practhoner C LaamngTeaching

The student is personally strongly involved ( )
in the course. He is an active and auto-
nomous leamar with high motivation (1a, ot
2a and 3a). The content Is relevant to him AN
(4a). The mode! indicates that he uses the 4 !
A l_‘kp 1elective
mecium
X @ memonesl ion
\_ -

course eftectively in his own personal
devalopment (ct. the centrality of Category
A).

B. Learning Environment

He considers the group Interaction as
moderate (Sn). The model shows. how-
ever, that the informal climate (6a) has a
mote cenral function especially in activa- e on Xy / m’;"]
ting him and to keep motivation high (6a

with fa, 2a. 3a and 4a) and in Qiving lorme! cmale Be 110) 77 high changs J
space for reflectivity (6a with 8a).

C. Learning Teaching B Leaming Enwonmant O Outcome

The course is regaided by the student as

practical and reflective with some memori- E. Evaluaton. 12a posiuive

sation (7b. 8a and 9n). The practical ap- rosults trom

proach will be understood here in relation o Sutnomout sttt

to the Informal course climate and the 3a high moavahon

reflective approach (6a and 8a with 7b). 48 mesnngiul conlent

Reflectivity (8a) is the most dominam fea- 6a informal dimate

ture in Category C. 9n (memorisation) has 7o practcal approach

a rather Ittle power in the whole learning 1:: f'hci::' '::‘f:;‘l:

model. Ha figh change

0. Outcome »

The Innovative outcome (10a) results in the model mostly from the student's own qualities as a learner
{Category A: 1a, 2a, 3a, 4a). The reflectivity (8a) joins these personal aspacts to explain the innovatory
leaming exparience. Besides the above aspects, ‘high’ change (11a) results from the practical approach
of the course (7b) and from the intormal climate of the Lourse (6a).

E. Evalustion

Almost ail variables of the leaming mode! resul in the positive evaluation of the course (12a). There
are only two variables which are not inciuded in the evaluation: 5n (medium interaction) and 9n
(medium memorisation). These variables may be considered either secondary in his own personal
process cr they show two areas for further development of the course, for instance, 10 develop more
carefully the group interaction as a part of the course.

Assessment of the Intormation In Model 2.11. by the Student
Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 § 6 7 low

Comment.: °) recognise myselt and my process from the description ot the learning process Through
my l#e | have always been doing somathing: no empty days.” - The student makes a comment on two
variables in the model: 5n (medium imeraction) is connected to the studen's own less active roie in the
group. and 9n (medium memonsation) reters here more to the student's own ways to use memory than
to the memorisation needed in the course.

ERIC ‘
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CASE 12

Description Model 2,12, Leaming Process in Case 12

A. Learner/Practitioner A. Laarner/Practiioner C. Lsaming/Teaching
The student is autonomous and active (1a [ ) )
and 2a). Her motivation Is high (3a), and | oomas (8

she considers the course content mean- /4 \ ——"
ingtul (4a). The active interaction in the | _ @;

course (5a) and reflective experiences |y

during the course (8a) help the student to T,g / % #hecive
become invoived in the leaming process. | ~or

(5a and 8a with variables in Category A). 4 ® e

8. Leaming Environment moaningh s memonsanon
The group Interaction Is active (5a; this is | conem ~ f Y l

an interesting point because almost all .

course panicipams assessed the interact- \ 1M Y

lon either passive or moderate). In fact, the whe =) @ naovaive
model indicates that the leamer's own ieraction iy suicome
orientation (1a, 2a, Ja, 42) wih the retiecti- Tin

vity (8a) defines the qualities of 5a. This meemednes O mechm s
could be interpretated so that the student 8 Leaming Environment D. Outcome

brings her own active orientation Into the

group or has active cooperation with the E. Evaluation® 12a positve

group members outskie the classroom. resutts from

The non-formal climate (6n) has a less ;: m:“‘ etus

powertul position in the mdal. 3a high motvation

C. Leamning/Teaching 4a meaninghl content

The course is very theoretical 10 her (7a). Sa active inleraction

However, 7a is an Isolated variable in the x n"°"'°""" dimate

model. This may indicate that the studsnt 108 lm""'m” """o mm"‘“"

doaes not pay much attention to the theore-

tical aspects of the course or the course has not succeeded properly in delivering theoretical per-
speclives. The reflective learning (8a) has a central position in the model. This mdy mean that the
student has concentrated in her studies rather on demonstrations and applications of the theory' than
on theoretical basis of the course. Memorisation (9n) does not play an imporant rola in the model.

D. Outcome

The personal quatities of the leamer (1a, 2a, 3a and 4a) with active interaction (5a) and the reflectivity
of the course (8a) resut i the innovative outcome (10a). Nevertheless, the actual change is quite
modaerate (11n).

E. Evaluation

The evaluation of the leaming experience is highi* positive (12..,; majority of the attributes in the mode!
result in the positive evaluation. In spile of the theoretical approach, which remains remote to the
student, she has been able to promote a successful individual leaming process.

Assossment of the information Inh Model 2.12. by the Student

Levelof agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 low

Comments: The student was surprised about how well the model describes her leaming process.
However, she would like to add 7a (theoretical approach) to the list of characteristics in the positive

evaluation (12a). She also pointed out that there are many things outside the conceptual framework of
the model which may have influence on the leaminq process in a classroom.
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CASE 13

Descrintion Model 2,13, Leaming Procass in Case 13

A. Leamner/Practitioner A. Leamar/Practitioner €. Loaming/Teaching
The student is an autonomous leamer (~ — )

(1a). High motivation (3a) and the relevant
course content (4a) conlirm her indepen-
dency. However, she s not very active
(2n); the course is perhaps not enough re-
flective to her (8n with 2n). The informal
course ciimate has the most powerful inthu- | ol gi0n
ence on the variables of Category A: 6a is
likely to increase the independency of an | . v
leamer (ta), and motivation (3a). The attri- | contem
bute 9b (low memorisation) has a similar

influence.

B. Learning Environment pessive

_@ hecrescal
approsch
- | e

ow
H®7 Manorsason

<

The course climate is experienged by the reeracun 3 s ovieome
student as free and informal (6a). The niormel cmare ® @ mecum change
student brings hersel into this social cli-
mate {6a with 1a, 3a and 4a). 9n (low 8 Leaming Envionment O Outcome
memarisation) makes it easier to be less
formal. However, the actual interaction In E. Evaluaton. 12a positive
the group s passive (5b); this is primarily results from
due 10 the thearetical orientation of the ;: s s
igh motvabton
course (7a). 4a meaningkid content
C. Leamning/Teaching €a informal cimaw
The qualities of the course, i.6. the theo- 90 low memonsation
retical approach (7a), medium reflectivity 108 innovative outcome

(8n) and low memorisation (Sb), are not directly combined 10 each other in the model. This couid be a
problem when considering ® from the teachiny perspective, but this disintegration is not necessarily a
problem of leaming (ct. the outcomes).

D. Outcome

The innovative outcome (10a) is mostly a resuht of the leamer's own individual process (1a, 3a and 4a
with 10a) in which there has not been preasure to spend energy too much on memorisation (9b with
10a). The medium change (11n) results in the model from 2n (medium involvemant of the student) and
trom 8n (medium reflectivity of the course).

E. Evaluation

The positive evaluation (12a) results from the persanal Quaiities of the leamer (1a, 3a, 4a), the informal
course climate (6a) and trom low memorisation (9b), and from innovative outcomes (10a). - For
development of the course the role of theoretical approach (7a) should bo reconsidered. The leaming
process of this student Is highly individual, and the course serves an environmant for personal experi-
ences.

Assessment of the Information In Model 2.13. by the Student is not available.

Comment: The student participated the course only occasionally.

J4




Modaels of Adult Learning

CASE 14

Description Model 2.14. Leaming Process in Case 14

A. Lsamer/Practiioner A. _samer/Practionet C. Leaming/Teaching
The student is independent and active (1a [ ‘\ 4 "\
and 2a). Her motivation is high (3a), and | *oromes

she considers the course content relevant « > woroamn
and meaningful (4a). The model shows |

that the personal qualties are in a very mediom
central position. The leaming process is in ®\ redecimty
this case highly individual (cf. the attributes | Men

of A have very Wtle 1o do with the at- ”@ ow
tributes of C). She seems to be able to uSe | umn \\“

the soclal context of the course (58, 6a { comen le )
with attributes of A) for her own develop- N\ \

ment. Low memorisation (Sb) gives space

{for individual processes in A. aive b @‘/ meckim
B. Leaming Environment Whieraction nove von
[ 110)

The group imeraction Is active (5a), and lormal cAmese hgh change
the general climate of the course is free

and informal (6a). it is typical in this case B Laaming Envionment D. Outcome
that the learning climate Is assessed by

the student primarily through her personal E. Evaluaton: 12a positive
attributes of Category A (1a. 2a, 3a and resuts from

4a). In other words, the leaming cimate e Snomoua sias
refers to her own behaviour in the group, 3a high mokvation

not so much to the collective behaviour of 4a meaninghut conent

the group. S5a active interaction

C. Learning/Teaching 6a inlormal dimaw

The course s very theoretical (7a) with '?: :’.:hm“"'"

medium reflectivity (8n) and low memori-

sation (8b). The model shows that teaching has very litie to do with learning: the student does not
bring herseX as a lesmer into the leaming process offered by the teacher (there is no link from A to C).
Al the same time the thvee attributes of Category C are totally apart from each other in the model. This
may indicate that there is not integration enough between different oriendations of the course (ct. 7a, 8n
and 9b).

D. Outcome

Medium level of innovation (10n) has been achiaved by the help of two tactors: 6a (informal climate)
and 8n (medium refleciivity). The leaming process has, however, been a strong process of individual
change (11a) in which all the studen: variables (1a, 2a, 3a, 4a) and the environmental vanables (5a,
6a) are employed. 9b (low memorisation) makes R possible to cuncentrate on her own processes.

E. Evaluation

The student has assessed the leaming process as very positive (12a). There are only three varables
which are weft out of this assessment: 7a (theoretical approach), 8n (medium reflectivity) and 10n
(medium innovation) do not have a direct infiuence on evaluation. The course has served the student
as a forum to work on her own interests.

Assecament of the informiation in Mode! 2.14. by the Student

Lovelofagreement: hign 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 low

Comments: Description of the student (A), the leaming climate (B), and the evaluation (E) are quite
right. In C she was rather sufprised of why the variables 7b, 8n and 9a are not related to each other.
(D) "The change procass was very individuai indeed.”

Q ().",’ 83
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CASE 15
Description Model 2.15. Leaming Process in Case 15

A. Leserner/Practitioner A. Leamer/Practioner C. Leaming/Teaching

The leamers status is non-autonomous (... \ ( )
(1), but she has an aclive role (2a). The | swmonas (D4
non-autonomous status will be sxpiained in
the model by high memorisation (9a) of the | @ﬁ
course and by rather little chance for group ]
interaction (5n). On the other hand, high . T/
motivation, the relevant content, and the | mesmsen | | ()
practical approach activate the student (2a
with 3a, 4a and 7b). High motivation iS | meenmgtu
achieved by the practical orientation of the | coniem
course and by the relevant content (3a S
with 4a and 7b). )
8. Learning Environment :;f;’c"l‘m
There is moderately group interaction in
the course (5n), and the generaj climate is Aoh-format cimane
non-formal or colleaguel (6n). Meaningtu
content (4a), medium interaction (5n) and 3 Leaming Envonment D. Outcome
medium reflectivity (8n) are the qualities in
the model which have direct relations to E Evalyaton: 12a positive
6n, i.e. they parly define in this case the results from
meaning of the aftribute 6n. Finally, the 2y actve role

gh motvaton
general atmosphere has Infiuence on the 48 masninglul content
outcomes of leaming (on with 10a and 6n non-formal chmate
11a) as seen in the model. o practcal approach
C. Learning/Teaching 10a innovative outcome
The three qualties of the Category C are 11a high change
totally apart from each other, and they do not find a refation via a third attribute either. In fact, there is a
long chain of relations which finally finds a relation between 7b (practical approach) and 8n (medium
reflectivity): 7b -> 2a <--> 4a <-+> 6n <~> 8n. The model indicates that it is the attribute 6n (non-formai
climate) which finally brings reflectivity into practical exercises. Another imteresting finding in the modet
is that thery Iz no direct link from Category A to Category C; #t is likely that she has a distance 1o this
kind of strategy.
D. Outcome
The learner hersalf (2a. 3a, 4a) and the non-formal course climate (6n) are the keys into the innovative
outcomes {10a) which in turn results in a ‘high' change (11a). The model shows that the innovations
and the change invoive aimost the same attributes. The practical approach (7b) joins only to 11a.
E. Evalustion
The leaming process has been successiul (12a). There are only four aspeds of the course which are
not included In the evaluation: 1b (non-autonomous), 5n {medium interaction), 8n (medium retlectivity)
and 9a (high memnrisation). These could as well be regarded as the factors to pay more attention in
developing the course.

orecice
Wprosch

medium
tefoctvily

high
memovitgdon

Innovaetive
ouKome

high cherge

Assessmeont i the Information in Model 2.15. by the Student
Level of agreement: high 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 low

Comments: The descrption gives mostly a right picture. In C the attribute 9a reters now to how much
she remembers about the content. Tha concept ‘reflectivity” was not clear to her.

Q 34 () N
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CASE 16

Descriptiaon Model 2.16. Learning Process in Case 16

A. Learmer/Practitioner A Leamer/Practeoner C. Laaming/Teaching
The student is independert (1a). All attri- /———————\

butes in Category B (5n and 6a) and in N OL - = .

Category C (™, 8a and 9b) are \

stranghtening the autonomy of the leamer. R
However, she is not very active (2n), her ,?\ //

1ohecive

motivation is moderate (3n), and she con-

siders the comert irelevant or meaning- | me X —

less 10 her (4b). Her role activily (2n) is [ """ IS ow
partly expiained in the model by her nOt | meeningiess - memorisaton
essentially high motivation (3n) and by | conteet @ )

perhaps too little interaction between the ;
participants (5n). The medium interaction F

keeps the students motivation aiive (Sn | meoum () ,. e
with 3n). She has not found a personal fieacton /" proveton
touch to the course content; 4b is an Iso- Wiomal chmele %)) , g change
lated variable in the model. J U

B. Learning Environment B. Leaming Environment D OQutoome
The course climate is free and informal

(6a), and there is some interaction bet- E. Evaiuabon’ 12n neutral

ween the participants (Sn). Her own beha- results from

viour as a group member is not active, and T o waton

she is only moderately motivated to com: S0 medum INMAckon

municate with others (2n and 3n with 5n). 10n medum innovabon

On the other hand, the informal climate of

the course (6a) has in the model a more central position. The foliowing aftributes specity the meaning
of ‘informal’ in this case: 1a (autonomous leamer). 5n {medium interaction), 7b (practical) 8a (reflective
approach), and 9b (low memorisation).

C. Leaming/Teaching

The course is practical (7b), refiective (8a), and not demanding much memorisation (9b). All these
quafities are well integrated in the model. This may indicate that the student has been able to build a
Quite integrated picture about the course. The irormal climate of the course (6a) is likely to make it
easier to implement the proc 'ss in Category C (6a with 7b, 8a and 9b). However, the student does not
bring her personal qualities into the process; there is no link from A to C. She ather observes than
takes part.

0. Outcome

There are some innovatory experiences in the course (10n). The model indicates that she has not been
very active in seeking innovations (2n and 3n with 10n). The leaming climate as such encourages only
o moderate innovations (5n and 6a with 10n). Nevertheless, the course had a strong influence on her
thinking (11a). This is primarily due to the attributes in Category C (teaching & leaming) and panly due
to the informal climate of the course (6a).The course has been a ‘didactic’' experience, and changed her
thinking about teaching (and leaming).

E. Evaluation

The overall evaluation of the course is at the medium lovel (12n). R is interesting that the evaluation
does not include, for instance, those positive qualities which result in 11a (high change). The evaluation
is now based on assessment of her own qualities as a learner and as a group member.

Assessment by the Student is not available.
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2.6. DISCUSSION

Adult leaming is a complex process in which the learner's individual
qualities, the life experience and personal history, and the life situation
with social realities make unique combinations and pattems.

When admitting that learning is a highly individual process there is a need
to find ways to study learning processes so that the individuality could be
taken into consideration. Models of learning produced in this paper give
individual pictures of the processes in the general framework of adult
learning.

The paper introduces an approach to build models of adult learning
processes. The Dynamic Concept Analyses, DCA, is developed by the
author to analyse complex phenomena in a dynamic and holistic way.

In this study, as in studies in general, it is central that the research
concepts are relevant and covering well enough the phenomenon in
question. Twelve concepts with their attributes were considered central in
this paper when seeking understanding of adult learning processes. Most
of these concepts have been used in earlier studies of adult learning as
shown above.

However, there can be some aspects in an individual learning process
which do not bacome sufficiently covered by these concepts; this became
obvious also in some cases in this study (e.g. Case 12). This is why it is
necessary to assess the concepts and models of learning in actual cases
which may give more specific information needed for understanding a
particular process. The sixteen case studies encourage the use of
conceptual models in analysing individual learning processes.

The case studies confirm the view that a conceptual model may give
relevant and detailed information about the circumstances in which
learning takes place. The assessments by the learners themselves are
very positive. This may be partly due to that the students themselves
gave the attributes to characterize their learning; this carantees that the
models include rather valid attributes to describe individual cases. in
addition, a model gives a structure for learning, and the student had
perhaps the first opportunity to consider his/her learning in a holistic way.
It could be stated that any structure is better than no structure. Never-

Q ’]6
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theless, the description of a model makes it easier to assess this infor-
mation.

The deiition of concept relations is the crucial phase of this approach.
The concept relations can be derived from different sources: by using
research findings, by individual or team judgements, or by combining
judgements and research findings. Individual judgements and statements,
as in this study, are always open to criticism. However, the statements of
concept relations given in this paper for building the information structure
and the conceptual models seemed to give quite relevant information.

The information structure presented in this paper is, howaver, rather a
starting point for further analyses than a final research outcome. The DCA
method Is flexible enough to accept new concepts and new definitions of
concept relations. The information structure can be rebuilt and corrected
when it appears necessary.

The information structure (Matrix 2.1.) of this study can be regarded as a
framework or an implicit ‘theory' of adult learning. Nevertheless, this
theory cannot be verbally expressed so that all possible concept relations
included in the information structure could become taken into considera-
tion at the same time. it can be stated that this is the problem with all
theories: only a partial theory (here: a model for a particular attribute
combination of adult learning) can be expressed comprehensively.

General models of learning refer to the models with most usual or most
frequent combinations of attributes, i.e. the most typical cases.

The case studies indicate that it is not possible to describe a learning
process by one general model only. Individual models, although built on
general information, are likely to give more specific and real pictures of a
reality.

The twelve research concepts or categories with their thirty six attributes
or specifications can make about half a million different combinations,
which could be individually described by conceptual models as shown in
the paper. Definitions of concept relations for building a model can be
aided by a suitable computer programme.
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An advantage of using individual models, compared with general models,
is that individual models make more precise hypotheses of an individual
case, and this makes it easier to assess relevance of the information.

This paper is primarily a demonstration of possible use of conceptual
models in searchirng greater understanding of learning processes. Further
research is needed to find more valid concepts and more reliable infor-
mation of conceptual relations.

Conceptual models could be used, for instance, to find structures or
patterns of ongoing processes, and in planning and evaluation of learning
processes.
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APPENDIX 2.1. Statements of Relationships between the Concspts of
Adult Learning

A statement indicates that there Is a direct linear relation from another concept to the
concept in queation

- in brackets are iite variables which are considered not to have a linear relation to the
variable in question

* Indicates a trend towards a relation as stated

** the cell in the Information Structure (Matrix 2.1, 67)

1. Autonomy (autonomous - medium - non-autonomous)

celli**

1/2 The more active role the more autonomy

113 The higher niotivation the more autonomy

1/4 The more meaningtul content the more autonomy
1/5*  The more active interaction the more autonomy
1/6 The more informal situation the more autonomy
1/7-  (Approach)

1/8 The more reflectivity the more autonomy

1/9 The less memorisation the more autonomy
1/10- (Outcome)

1/11- (Change)

1/12- (Evaluation)

2. Involvement (active - medium - passive)

cell

2/1*  The more autonomy the more active role

23 The higher motivation the more active rcle

2/4  The more meaningful content the more active role
2/5  The more active group interaction tha more active role
2/ The more informal situation the more active role
&7 The more practical approach the more active role
2/8 The more reflective process the more active role
2/9 The less memorisation the more active role

2/10- (Cutcome)

2/11-  (Change)

2/12- (Evaiuation)

BEST GOPY AV
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3. Motivation (high - medium - low)

cell
31
3/2.
3/4
3/5
3/6
T
3/8
3/9*

3/10-
3/11-

3/12-

The more autonomy the higher motivation
(Leamer Role)

The more meaningful content the higher motivation
The more active interaction the higher motivation
The less formal situation the higher motivation
The more practical approach the highar motivation
The more retlective process the highur motivation
The less memorisation the higher motivation
(Outcome)

(Change)

(Evaluation)

4. Content Relevance (meaningful - neutral - meaningless)

cell
4-
472
4/3.
4/5-
4/6.
an-
4/8
4/9
4/10-
a1-
a2

(Autonomy)

(Involvement)

{Motivation)

(Interaction)

{Climate)

(Approach)

The more reflective process the more meaningful content
The less memorisation the more meaningful content
{Outcome)

(Change)

{Evaluation)

5. Interaction (active - medium - passive)

cell
5/1
5/2
5/3
5/4
5/6
5/7°
5/8
5/9
5/10-
5/11-
5/12-

The more autonomy the more active interaction

The more active learner rola the more active interacticn
The higher motivation the more active interaction

The more meaningful content the more active interaction
A nonlinaar relationship/Climata

The more practical approach the more active interaction
The more reflectivity the more interastion

The less memorisation the more active interaction
(Outcome)

(Change)

(Evaluation)
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6. Leaming Climate (informal - non-formal - formal)

cell

6/1 The more autonsmy the more informal situation

6/2  The more active leamer role the more informal situation
6/3  The higher motivation the more informal situation

6/4 A nonlinear relationship/Content Relevanca

6/5 A nonlinear relationship/Interaction

G/7  The more practical approach the more informal situation
6/8 A nonlinear relationship/Reftectivity

6/9 The less memorisation the more informal situation
6/10- (Outcome)

6/11-  (Change)

6/12- (Evaluation)

7. Learning Approach (theoretical - neutral - practical)

cell

7/1-  (Autonomy)

7/2-  (Involvement)

7/3-  (Motivation)

7/4-  (Content Relgvances)

7/5-  (Interaction)

7/6 The more formai approach the more theoretical
7/8  The less reflectivity the more theoretical

7/9 The more memorisation the more theoretical
7/10-  (Outcome)

7/11-  (Change)

7/12- (Evaluation)

8. Retiectivity (reflactive - medium - non-reflactive)

cell

8/1 The more autonomy the more reflective learning procass
8/2  The more active leamer role the more reflectivity
&3  The higher motivation the more reflactivity

8/4  The more meaningful content the more reflectivity
8/5  The more active interaction the more reflectivity
8/6 A nonlinear relationship/Climate

8/7*  The more practical approach the more reflectivity
8/9  The less memorisation the more reflactivity

9/10- (Outcome)

8/11- (Change)

8/12- (Evaluation)
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9. Mamorisation (high - medium - low)

cell
9/1.
9/2.
9/3-
9/4-
9/5-
9/6
97
9/8
9/10-
9/11-
9/12-

(Autonomy)

{Involvement)

(Motivation)

{Content Relevance)

(Interaction)

The more formal situation the more memorisation
The more theoretical approach the more memorisation
The less reflectivity the more memorisation
(Qutcome)

(Change)

(Evaluation)

10. Learning Qutcome (innovative - neutra! - conformist)

cell
101
10/2
10/3
10/4
10/5
10/6
107
10/8
10/9
10/11-
10/12-

The more autonomy the more innovative outcome

The more active learner role the more Innovative outcoma
The higher motivation the more innovative outcome

The more meaningful content the more innovative outcome
The more active Interaction the more innovative outcome
A nonlinear relationship/Climate

A nonlinear relationship/Approach

The more refiectivity the more innovative outcome

The less memorisation the more innovalive outcome
(Change)

(Evaluation)

11. Change (high - medium - low)

cell
111
1172
1173
11/4
11/5
11/6
1177
11/8
11/9
11710
11/12-

The more autonomy the more change

The more active lvamer role the more change
The higher motivation the more change

The more meaningful content the more change
The more active interaction the more change
A nonlinaar relationship/Climate

The more practical approach the more change
The more reflectivity the more change

The less memorisation the more change

The more innovative outcome the more change
(Evalun*cn)

12. Evaluation {positive - neutral - nega‘rve)

o4
ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI
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The mwre autonomy the more positive evaluation

The mora active laamer the more positive evaluation

The higher motivation the more positive evaiuation

The more mearningiul content ihe more positive avalustion
The morte active intoraction the mare positive evaluation
A nonlingar relaticnship/Climate

A nonlinear relationship/Approach

Tha more reflactivity the more positive avaluation

Ths less memarigation the more positive evaluation

The more innovative etcome the more positive evaluation
The more change thy more positive evaluation

107



Seppo Kontininen

APPENDIX 2.2. Attributes of Leaming as Selected by the

Students (N=16)
Concapts Altributes (n)
1a autonomous 10
1. Autoromy in medium 2
1b non-autonomaus 4
22 active 3
2. lnvolvomard 2n medium 8
Zh passive .
3a high 8
3. Motivation 3n madium 8
3b ow .
4a meaningtul 12
4. Content Helgvance & neutral 3
4b meaninglass 1
5a aciive 2
5. Interaction Sn medium 7
S50 paysivo 7
6a infor ol 6
6. Clirmate B non-formal 7
6 lormal 3
74 theoretical 6
7. Laamung Approach 7n npats! 3
7Y practicat 7
Su rvhective 10
8. Ruflectivity 0n mediuia 5
8 non-mfkective i
9a tdgh t
9. Memaonsatizn an itedium $
o ow )]
10a innovative 12
10. Lsarning Outcume 10n neutral 4
10b comormist
11a high 7
1. Lhange 11n maduim 9
11b bw -
126 postive 1
12 tvalalion 120 Mt

12b negative
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CHAPTER 3.

INSTITUTIONAL MODELS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
Seppo Kontiainen and Malcolm Tight

Abstract

Dynamic concept analysis is a technique which can be used to model and analyse
the relationships between concapls. In this paper it is applied to an examination of
British institutions of higher education. Eight concepts which underpin the theory
and practice of higher education are identified. Five ideal-typical institutional types
are defined in terms of these concepts, and are then modelled using dynamic
concept analysis. The models produced are assassed both for their consistency and
for what they suggest about institutional culi ~9s in higher education. The ap-
plication of the methodology to policy analysis is a o considered.

99




Seppo Kontiainen - Malcolm Tight

3.1. INTRODUCTION

When we talk about higher education, we tend to do so in a way which
implies that it is a uniform and univerally understood entity. In practice, of
course, this is far from being the case; even when the discussion is
confined to a single country or system. There are wide variations within
higher education - in the institutions involved, in the kinds of courses
provided, in the teaching and learning methods used, and in the students
and other clients served.

A number of authors have undertaken comparative examinations of
British institutions of higher education. Some have applied multivariate
analysis techniques - such as cluster, discriminant and factor analysis - to
classify institutional data sets. Their analyses have largely confirmed
existing ideas about institutional types; notably the fourfold division of the
universities into ancient, civic, campus and technological (King 1970,
Dolton and Makepeace 1982). These techniques have also been used to
question the validity of certain policy distinctions, such as that made
between the university and public sectors of higher education (Tight
1988a).

The present study employs a rather different approach, dynamic concept
analysis, which has been developed by one oi the authors (Chapter 1.)
This approach uses qualitative information - in this case, the other
author's understanding of the main concepts that structure British higher
education - to construct a series of institutional models. Dynamic concept
analysis has the considerable advantage of not being tied to precise,
quantitative data. It also allows considerable flexibility in the subsequent
manipulation of the information used, so that the implications of a variety
of possible changes (e.g. in attitudes, perceptions or policies) can be
readily modelled and assessed.

The remainder of this paper is in five parts. First, the concepts which form
the basis for the analysis are identified. The methodology of dynamic
concept analysis is summarisad, and the information structure of concep-
tual relations upon which it operates is set out. Five representative
institutional types - Oxbridge, Urban Polytechnic, Teacher Training
College, Campus University, Distance University - are then described and
modelled in terms of the concepts identified. The models produced are
assessed for their apparent accuracy, and for what they suggest about
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institutional cultures within British higher education. Finally, the use of the
method in the analysis of policy changes is considered.

3.2. CONCEPTS

In a number of recent studies, or. of the present authors has sought to
identify the values, purposes, assumptions or concepts which underpin
the theory and practice of higher education in the United |.:ngdom (Tight
1987, 1989, 1990). These studies have built in part upon existing work by
other authors (e.g. Barnett 1990, Bowen et al 1978, Trow 1989). Five
main purposes of higher education were identified, which were labelled
allieratively as skills development, selection, socialisation, scholarship
and service. A sixth purpose, common to most institutions and systems,
was then added: namely self-perpetuation or survival (see Tight 1989, 86-
88).

For the purposes of the present analysis, two further concepts have been
included: autonomy and orientation. The eight concepts identified will now
be described in more detail.

(1) Orientation

Higher education institutions may be primarily orientated towards re-
search, or towards teachirg, or they may take a more balanced approach
towards these functions. The notion that teaching and research could or
should be carried out by different institutions has a iong history (e.g.
Newman 1852). It has recently been revived by the government, and is
currently being developed at a departmental level through research
selectivity exercises.

(2) Skills
One widely accepted function of higher education is to develop skills
amongst its clients. These skills may be general and transferable (e.g.

problem-solving, organisational and teamwork skills), or they may be
specific to particular subjects or disciplines. Such skills are intended to be
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111



Seppo Kontiainen - Malcolm Tight

of long-term use to those participating in higher education, to their
employers and to society as a whole.

(3) Service

This concept refers to the extent to which institutions of higher education
are outward-looking, seeking to serve local, national and even inter-
national communities. Service would typically involve an institution in
applied or collaborative teaching and research with employers, community
organisations, government departments and other bodies. This function is
better developed in some other pars of the world - such as the United
States (Trow 1969), the Soviet Union and many Third World nations -
than it currently is in the United Kingdom.

(4) Socialisation

In addition to developing their skills, higher education may also aim to
prepare individuals for their future roles and responsibilities within society.
This may be achieved by, for example, inculcating and reinforcing ap-
propriate aspirations or behaviour patterns, an{ by enabling participants
to build up networks of personal contacts.

(5) Selection

Institutions of higher education also have a responsibility for identifying,
examining and accrediting individuals with higher level abilities or skills.
Both the selection and socialisation functions of higher education have
been extensively studied by sociologists (e.g. Bourdieu and Passeron
1977, Halsey, Heath and Ridge 1980). As in the case of socialisation, the
involvement of higher education institutions in selection serves at least in
part, and perhaps mainly, to endorse existing patterns: patterns based on
individuals' social background and prior education.
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(6) Survival

As already noted, self-perpetuation - the desire to maintain existing
structures or traditions of working, with only the minimal adaptation
necessary to respond to changing circumstances - is a characteristic
shared by most organisations. Though they are frequently stigmatised as
ivory towers’, it is doubtful whether institutions of higher education suffer
from inertia to a greater extent than most other institutions.

(7) Autonomy

Institutions of higher education vary in the freedom they have to deter-
mine their own policies and practices, without being subject to undue
external control or interference. The concept of institutional autr.nomy is
closely linked to, but by no means synonymous with, the acade.nic
freedom enjoyed by individual members of their staff (Tight 1988b).

(8) Scholarship

The final concept considered here relates to the transmission of academic
values within and beyond institutions over time. Tho processes invclved
include study, discussion, synthesis and publication, as well as the
training of future academics. Scholarship may be practiced in institutions
which focus on teaching, just as much as in those which concentrate on
research. .

These concepts are, of course, inter-related (otherwise there would be
little point to this analysis), and they may overlap to some extent. Taken
together, it is believed that they provide a reasonably comprehensive
framework within which the nature of modern British higher education
institutions may be considered.
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3.3. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

The concepts identified will now be analysed using the technique of
dynamic concept analysis (Chapter 1). This technique begins by iden-
tifying the relationships between the concepts or variables used. There
are five different ways by which two concepts can be related to each
other (Chapter 1, 10-12):

1) they have no relation;

2) they have a one-way relation;

3) they have a two-way relation;

4) they have no direct relation, but are related via a third concept;

5) they are related via a longer chain of concept relations.

These different types of relationship are illustrated diagrammatically:

Type 1. @
Type 2. @ 4+—
Type 3. A —(®)

Type 4. @ @

Type S. @
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3.4. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITU-
TIONS

Dynamic concept analysis proceeds by building up an information struc-
ture containing details of all the concept relations identified. Matrix 1.3.
shows the information structure used for the analysis of higher education
institutions in this study. For each concept, three possible attributes - two
extreme positions, and a neutral stance between them - have been
identified. In all but one case (orientation), the three attributes have been
labelled ‘central’, ‘'neutral’ and 'non-central’. The cells of the matrix contain
the concept relations defined by the authors: these are also given in the
form of verbal statements in the appendix.

Matrix 1.3. Information Structure of Higher Education Institutions

CONCEPTS 1 2 3 4 S é ? 8
ROw Attribytes anbynbagnbanbanbenbanbans
1 1a research bl nbl nbjs ] [}
2 1.0RIENTATION 1n neutral \ n n n n n n
3 1b tegching [] an i n ] b b
4 28 central b . b b| nb
S 2.SKILLS 2n neutral n n n n n
[) 2b_non-central [N b [] an
? 3a central bfa s n b b b b
8 3.SERVICE 3n neutral n n n n n n n
2 3b non-central ) b nble ] ) 2
10 «&. 4a central nb an an |a
11 SOCIALISATION 4n npeutral n n n n
12 4d non-central e n nb nb b
13 Sa high [ nbfan an |a an
16 5.SELECTION Sn medium n n n n n n
15 0 low b an nb n b bi nb
16 68 central b bia an s n
17 6.SURVIVAL én neutral n n n n n
18 O nor-centrel 3 [} bi nb nb
19 7a autonamous [] b b . []
20 7.auTOMOMY n neutral n n n n n
21 To_non - gyt onamous [ () b
22 8. 8a central [] nb b an jan |a
23 SCHOLARSHIP 8n neutral n n n n n n
126 8b non-central bia n fa nbl nb b

= A ccil shows the relationship between two concepts.
© A row shows the attributes with Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the attribute th question.
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The relationship between two concepts may, of cuurse, be either linear or
non-linear (Chapter 1, 31). The information structure given in Matrix 3.1.
includes only linear relationships. For example, cell 1/5 indicates a
positive correlation between the two concepts, while cell 1/2 indicates a
negative correlation. Cell 3/4 shows a trend towards a positive correlation,
and cell 1/3 a trend towards a negative correlation. An empty cell in-
dicates that it is not thought possible to state a relationship.

The information contained in Matrix 3.1. can now be integrated into a
series of conceptual models, in which the relations between all concepts
are analysed simulianeously. A conceptual model combines information
on concept relations for a particular combination of attributes. Its con-
struction may subtly aiter the relationships between given variables: for
example, a one-way relation (A<--B) may change into a two-way relation
(A<-->B) when the information on all concept relations is combined. The
number of concepts used obviously determines the number of possible
attribute combinations. With eight concepts, as in this study, 6561 com-
binations - or varieties of higher education institution - are possible (ibid,
p. 23). All of these combinations can be depicted by conceptual modeis
built up using the information given in Matrix 3.1.

Clearly, it is critical to the analysis which follows that the concepts used in
this study are central to an understanding of British institutions of higher
education, and that the relations defined between these concepts are
reasonable. The concepts and relationships used in this study are based
on the judgements of the authors. Matrix 3.1. should be regarded, there-
fore, as a hypothetical or personal structure of concept relations, rather
than as one based on empincal data. Other people involved in higher
education would doubtiess produce rather different conceptual structures,
although in many cases the differences might not be that significant.

The validity and usefuiness of the information contained in Matrix 3.1. will
now be assessed by constructing five ideal-typical institutional models.
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3.5. CASE STUDIES

3.5.1. Five Institutional Models

The five ideal-typical types of higher education institution selected for
analysis are:

(1) Oxbridge;

(2) Urban Polytechnic;

(3) Teacher Training College;
(4) Campus University;

(5) Distance University.

Other types could, of course, be added. The five chosen here are meant
to be illustrative only, and should not be interpreted as directly represen-
tative of any particular institution.

For each institutional type appropriate concept attributes were selected
from the range given (see Table 3.1.), and a conceptual model was then
built up on the basis of the information structure illustrated in Matrix 3.1.
The models may be presented in the form of diagrams, so as to provide
comprehensive conceptual pictures of particular kinds of institution. These
can then be assessed against expectations, and against other information
about institutional types. This process will now be briefly described for
eact of the five institutional types chosen for analysis.

Table 3.1. Institutional Types and their Concept Attributes

Urban  Teacher Campus Distance
Oxbridge Polytechnic Training University University

Concept College

Orientation Research Teaching Teaching Neutral Teaching
Skills Non-centrai Central Central  Neutral  Neutral

Service Non-central Central Meutral Non-central Central

Socialisation Central Neutral Central Central Non-central
Salection Ceniral Neutral Neutral Central Non-central
Survival Central Neutral Non-central Central Neutral

Autonomy Central Non-central Neutral Central  Neutral

Scholarshig: Central  Non-centralNon-central Central  Neutral
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(1) Oxbridge

The Oxbridge type of higher education institution has been characterised
as having a research orientation; placing an emphasis on socialisation,
selection, survival, autonomy and scholarship; with no stress placed on
skills or service. When these attributes are related to each other, using
the information structure given in Matrix 3.1. Model 3.1. is produced.

Model 3.1. Oxbridge

(i) 12) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION SKILLS SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL
research non-central non-central central central central

'\*‘
> /
Za

——
[ /
«

(7) (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
central central

This model indicates that the research orientation of this institutional type
is supported by the emphasis placed on the selection function, and by the
attention paid to scholarship: i.e. to the transmission of academic values.
The institution's autonomy to determine its own policies and practices
enables it to stress research, and to pay little attention to skills develop-
ment or the wider service function. Indeed, the lack of stress placed on
these two functions appears to be mutually reinforcing.

The model also suggests that the socialisation role does not hold a very
central position: it is directly related to only the selection and survival
functions. Within this institutional type, socialisation may be considered as
being essentially a side product of education.

]{[l‘oa 1 18 .'.
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Though the modet does not link the survival function directly to either
orientation or autonomy, it shows that the latter two functions are impor-
tant aspects of the institution. This may imply that a research orientation
and institutional autonomy do not, in themseives, guarantee the main-
tenance of this institutional type and its traditions. These qualities may be
rather less significant in this respect than other factors, such as selection
and scholarship.

Scholarship is accorded a key position in the model, closely connected to
the research orientation of the institution, to its autonomy, and to the
selection and survival functions. Conversely, the lack of emphasis placed
upon skills and service appears to enable the institution to concentrate
more upon scholarship (as well as upon research).

(2) Urban Polytechnic

The Urban Polytechnic institutional type differs in every attribute from the
Oxbridge type just discussed (see Table 3.1.). It is characterised as
placing strong emphasis on skills and service, with an orientation towards
teaching, and with no stress placed on autonomy or scholarship. The
stance taken on the socialisation, selection and survival functions is
neutral. The model produced from these attributes and their relations is
illustrated in Model 3.2.

Model 3.2. Urban Polytechnic

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION  SKILLS SERVICE SQCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL
teaching central ceriral neutrai nautrai neutral

(/I[\w 7 \.
- ;'

(7) (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
non-autonomous non-centrat
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The model indicates that this institutional type's teaching orientation is
supported by the emphasis placed upon skills development and service to
the sirrounding community. The lack of institutional autonomy suggesi:
that t @ institution has been given its teaching rcle by some outside or
directing authority. Indeed, this role might be seen as the key quality
which legitimates this institutional type's position as an institution of higher
education.

The socialisation function is, again, not very focal within the model;
though it is linked with the neutral position taken on selection and sur-
vival. It is the scholarship function, which is non-central for this institutio-
nal type, that occupies the key position in this model. With the exception
of socialisation, all of the other attributes identified are directly connected
to (non-)scholarship. The lack of emphasis placed upon scholarship may,
therefore, be considered as being a major characteristic of this institutio-

nal type.

(3) Teacher Training College

The third institutional type identified for this analysis, the teacher training
college, also emphasizes skills development and the teaching function. To
these is added a concemn with the socialisation of its students (cf. Oxbrid-
ge, and the stress placed by both institutional types on residence). As
with the Urban Polytechnic, the survival of the institution and its scholar-
ship role are not stressed. The stance taken on service, selection and
autonomy is deemed to be neutral.

The model of this institutional type (see Model 3.3.) associates its teach-
ing orientation with the emphasis placed on skills development and
socialisation, with the lack of stress on scholarship, and with the neutral
position adopted towards service. The institution is portrayed as semi-
autonomous, preparing students for the teaching profession, with little or
no research orientation.
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Model 3.3. Teacher Training College

(1 (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION SKILLS  SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL

teaching central neutral cemiral neutral non-central
) &
( / t él) /
OF—@ yl ®
@
N %
AUTéSIOlMY SCHO.(LQA)RSI-:IP

Unlike the other four institutional types considered, survival has been
defined as a non-central concern, so as to reflect the closure, amal-
gamation or re-structuring which has affected many teacher training
colleges in the recent past. This attribute is linked by the model to the
stress on skills development, to the neutral approach adopted towards the
selection function, and to the non-central role of scholarship.

(4) Campus University

Six out of the eight concept attributes identified for this institutional type
are identical with those chosen in the case of Oxbridge. Socialisation,
selection, survival, scholarship and autonomy are again seen as central to
the institutional identity, with service once more non-central. The Campus
University is, however, porirayed as having a neutral position on skills
development, and a balanced (or neutral) orientation with regard to
teaching and research. The model which results from this combination
(see Model 3.4.) is very different from that produced for the Oxbridge

type.

a
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Model 3.4. Campus University

(1) (2) @) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION SKILLS  SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL
neutral nautral non-central central central central

—

e 1
O+—@ b ! >‘.

i

(7) (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
central central

Interestingly, the balanced teaching/research orientation is located in a
marginal position within the model, suggesting that it has little real impact
upon the institutional culture. The only two-way link with orientation is with
the skills development function, which aiso occupies a weak position
within the model. The link between skills and scholarship suggests that
the former might be interpreted here primarily in terms of academic skills.
The non-central stance taken towards the service function is associated
with the institution's stress on autonomy, scholarship, selection and
survival.

The selection function is placed in a focal position within the model,
associated not only with the non-central stance on service, but aiso with
the central roles of socialisation, survival, autonomy and scholarship.
Scholarship also has a key position within the model. The emphasis on
this function appears to be strengthened by the neutral position of skills
development, the lack of emphasis on service, and the stress placed on
selection, autonomy and survival.
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(5) Distance University

The final institutional type analysed here is in some ways the most
unusual of the five. The Distance University is seen as having a strong
teaching and service orientation (cf. the Urhan Polytechnic). Both the
gocialisation and selection functions are poitrayed as non-central, largely
because of the lack of face-to-face contact betwsen students and staff.
The institution's stance on the four other functions has been taken as
neutral. The resulting attribute combinations produce a mode! (see Model
3.5.) which appears rather sparse when compared to the others jusi
analysed.

Model 3.5. Distance University

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) {6)
ORIENTATION  SKILLS SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION S$SURVIVAL
teaching neutral central non-central non-central nautral

G —
‘<ch/' ol I\o

L\‘@t s

7
W (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
neutral neutral

Iindeed, Mode! 3.5. can readily be split up into a number of sub-modeis.
The selection function (defined as a non-central attribute) takes the most
focal role. In one sub-model, it links up with the teaching orientation and
the service tunction to form a set of mutually reinforcing attributes.
Another sub-mode! links (non-)selection with (non-)socialisation, em-
phasizing the relatively impersonal nature of the institution's dealings with
its students or clients. A third sub-model connects the other (neutral)
attributes together. Thus survival connects with skills development,
selection, scholarship and autonomy.
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3.5.2. Discussion

In considering the accuracy and usefulness of the institutional models
which have just been described, we should bear in mind that these are
ideal-typical models. They are meart to summarise the key features of
ropresentative instituticnal types, not to portray existing individual institu-
tions. In some cases, an element of caricature is inevitably involved; in
others, features which are no longer current may be embodied in the
model. An assessment of the models should rest, therefore, not so much
on their objective validity, but on the extent to which ihey illuminate and
add to the subjective conceptions on which they are based.

The five institutional types selected for analysis have been confirmed as
distinct types. The models illustrated in Models 3.1. to 3.5. are very
different from each other.

The Oxbridge model appears to be internally highly consistant, with most
of the attributes closely inter-connected. The emphasis placed upon
scholarship and selection, and the lack of emphasis placed on service,
seem to have particular significance. The socialisation function, on the
other hand, appears to be of only marginal importance.

The Urban Polytechnic mode! focuses on an opposed set of attributes.
Here, the lack of importatice accorded to scholarship, and the stress
placed upon service and teaching, appear to be key attiibutes. Conver-
sely, the selection, socialisation and survival functions (for each of which
a neutral stance was specified) seem to be relatively unimportant.

In the case of the Teacher Training College model, the key attributes
seem to be the stress placed upon the teaching function, the lack of
emphasis accorded to scholarship (cf. the Urban Polytechnic), and the
neutral stance taken towards selection and service. Autonomy appears to
be unimportant.

For the Campus University, the key factors identified by the model are the
emphasis placed upon tha scholarship, selection and survival functions,
and the lack of importance accorded to service. Both orientation and the
skills function, for each of which a neutral position was defined, appear as
relatively marginal within the model.
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Finally, in the Distance University model, the least well inter-connected of
the five, the chief attributes which stand out are the lack of emphasis
placed upon selection, and the neutral position taken on survival and
scholarship. The stress given to service and teaching, and the lack of
emphasis accorded to socialisation, show up as relatively marginal
considerations.

These findings are broadly consistent with the authors' understanding of
the nature and diversity of institutions of higher education in the United
Kingdom. Some possible anomalies are apparent, but these can be
readily explained. For example, the marginal position of the teaching and
service functions within the Distance University model may seem rather
peculiar. However, it can be accounted for by the close inter-action
between these functions and the (non-central) selection function, which
appears as the key attribute within the model. The non-focal position of
the socialisation function within the Oxbridge model may, similarly, seem
to be at variance with expectations; but this can be explained by its
linkage to the key selection and survival functions.

As well as confirming our existing understanding, the models produced
suggest a number of insights into institutional cultures within the British
higher education system. If we compare the five models in terms of their
internal consistency, then the Oxbridge model, which has the most inter-
connections between attributes (71% of the maximum number possible),
appears to be the most ordered, with the Distance University model the
least so (only 43%). This might be taken to suggest that the former is
much closer than the latter to our common understanding - such as it is -
of what constitutes an institution of higher education. Given the very
different histories of these two institutional types, this is hardly surprising.
The next most ordered model, the Urban Polytechnic (with 61% of the
maximum possible inter-connections), also has a well-developed history
and identity.

it is also interesting to look at the relative importance of the concepts
used within the five models as a group. Overall, the scholarship and
selection functions stand out as the most important, with average inter-
connection rates of 71% and 69% respectively. Both of these functions
are well-connected in each of the five models examined. By contrast, the
socialisation (37%) and skills (43%) functions appear, with the odd
exception, to be generally unimportant in the internal structure of the
models. This may indicate something about the relative significance of the
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eight functions identified for our understanding of British higher education,
or it might suggest that some of the concepts are, to some extent,
redundant.

Thus, the lack of importance accorded to the skills function within most of
the models - in the one case, Oxbridge, where it appears as a significant
feature, it is defined as a rion-central attribute - could be interpreted as
being in line with many of the criticisms currently !evelled at higher
education by government and employers. Conversely, the significance of
the scholarship function within all of the models, even where it has been
defined as a non-central attribute, might he seen as a reflection of a
continuing and traditional emphasis within our institutions of higher
education.
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3.6. FURTHER APPLICATIONS

The methodology used in this paper - dynamic concept analysis - can be
applied further in a variety of ways. Clearly, many more institutional
models could be developed. Alternatively, the concepts and attributes
used to create the existing modsls could be varied to reflect different
circumetances. Thesa might include, for example:

- alternative understandings of the concepts underlying higher education;
- different perceptions of the attributes of given institutional types;

- changes in the nature of institutions over time;

- variations in the nature of institutions in different countries and systems;
- the effects of changes in higher education policy.

In each case, a comparative analysis of the models produced would be
potentially illuminating.

We have limited space to explore these possibilities in this paper, and will
restrict ourselves to examining one example. We have chosen to look at
the consequences for our institutional models if, in each case, the skills
function was defined - perhaps as a consequence of changing govern-
ment policy - as a central attribute. It is, of course, already defined as
such in two of the models - Urban Polytechnic and Teacher Training
College - so it is only necessary to produce new models for the other
three cases. These new models are shown in Models 3.1.1., 3.4.1. and
3.5.1.
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Model 3.1.1. Oxbridge (with skills central)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION SKILLS SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL
research central non-central central central central

[ S &
e 10
}4(8)

(7)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
central central

Model 3.4.1. Campus University (with skills central)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION SKILLS SERVICE SOCIALIS/TION SELECTION SURVIVAL
neutral cerlral non-central central central central

@ 1
@ 1a) 4— l
A ﬂ:/

!
g

(7) (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
central central
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Model 3.5.1. Distance University (with skills central)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
ORIENTATION  SKILLS SERVICE SOCIALISATION SELECTION SURVIVAL
teaching central central non-central non-central neutral

@ N

N pd /
)
(7) (8)
AUTONOMY SCHOLARSHIP
neutral neutral

The results of the re-modelling exercise are extremely interesting. In the
case of the Oxbridge institutional type (Model 3.1.1.; cf. Model 3.4.1.), the
re-definition of the skills function results in its complete isolation within the
model. However, the inter-relationships between the other seven functions
remain exactly as before. Evidently, placing stress on skills development
does not sit at all well with the other attributes defined for this institutional
type. This suggests two things: first, that the original definition of this
attribute was accurate and, second, that an external re-definition is
unlikely, of itself, to lead to much change in this particular institutional
culture.

A similar effect can be seen in the case of the Campus University (Model
3.4.1.; ct. Model 3.4.). The skills function is again totally isolated by its re-
definition, although here it was originally in a marginal position within the
model. The emphasis placed upon the scholarship, selection and survival
functions remains, together with the lack of stress placed on service. The
overall structure of the model is in fact little changed:; it is certainly not de-
stabilised in the same way as the Oxbridge example. Again, it has to be
anticipated that a more thoroughgoing overhaul of the institutional culture
would be necessary if this single change was to have a significant effect.
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In the third example, Distance University, the changes effected in the
structure of the model are more subtle (Model 3.5.1.; cf. Model 3.5.). The
three sub-models based around the focal point of the (non-central)
selection function remain, but the content of two of them has changed.
The skills function is no longer closely inter-connected with the three
neutral attributes of autonomy, scholarship and survival. It has, instead,
become closely linked to the emphasis placed upon teaching and service.
It seems apparent that this attribute change fits much better within the
institutional culture suggested by this model than it does in either of the
other examples.

3.7. CONCLUSIONS

Two main conclusions may be drawn from this study. First, the methodo-
logy of dynamic concept analysis has been demonstrated to be extremely
useful in this context; both in enabling the creation and comparison of
ideal-typical models of British institutions of higher education, and in
allowing some consideration of the possible effects of changes in higher
education policy or structures. Second, the concepts and institutional
types chosen for analysis have been shown to have validity and internal
consistency, though they remain based on a subjective understanding of
the system.

A range of possible directions for further research have been suggested.
More work now needs to be done in exploring these for what they sug-
gest about the methodology used, about our differing conceptual under-
standin, ., and about the development of higher education in this and
other countries.
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APPENDIX 3.1. Statements of Concept Relationships in the Higher
Education Institutes

A statement indicates that there is a Type 2 (A<--B) relation from another concept to the
concept in question.

* indicates a trend towards a relation as stated
**  the cell in the Information Structure (Matrix 1, p. 105)

1. Orientation (research - neutral - teaching)

cell**

1/2  The less stress on skills, the greater the orientation towards research (and less
towards teaching)

1/3* A lower emphasis on service tends to be associated with a greater stress on
research

1/4 A lower emphasis on socialisation tends to be associated with a greater stress on
research

1/5  The greater the stress on selectirn, the greatar the orientation towards research

1/6 No relationship

1/7  The more autonomy, the greater the orientation towards research

/8 The more stress on scholarship, the y z:er the orientation towards research

2. Sklills (central - neutral - non-central)

cell

21 The greater the orientation towards teaching, the more emphasis placed on skills
2/3 The more stress placed on service, the more stress placed on skills

2/4 No relationship

2/5 No relationship

2/6 The less emphasis on survival. the more stress on skills

2/7  The less autonomous the institution, the more stress olaced on skills

2/8° A lower stress on scholarship tends to be associated with a greater stress o:: skills

3. Service (central - neutral - non-central)

cell

an The greater 'ne orientation towards teaching, the more emphasis piaced on service

3/2 The more stress on skills, the more on service

3/4* A greater stress on socialisation tends to be associated with a greater stress on
service

3/5 The less stress on selection, the more on service

3/6 The less stress on survival, the more on service

3/7  The less autonomy, the greater stress placed on service

3/8  The less emphasis on scholarship, the greater the stress placed on service

\
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4. Socialisatlon (central - neutral - non-central)

cell

4/1* A greater orientation towards teaching tends to be associated with an emphasis on
Socialisation

4/2 No relationship

4/3 A greater stress on service tends to be associated with a stress on socialisation

4/5 A greater stress on selection tends to be associated with a stress on socialisation

4/6  The more stress on survival, the more on socialisation

4/7  No relationship

4/8  No relationship

5. Selection (central - neutral - non-caentral)

cell

5/1 The greater the orientation towards research, the more stress placed on selection
5/2 No relationship

5/3* A lower stress on service tends 1o be associated with 2 stress on selecticn

5/4* A greater stress on socialisation tends to be associated with a stress on selection
5/6® A greater stress on survival tends to be associated with a stress on selection

57 The more autonomous the institution, the more stress on selection

5/8° A greater stress on scholarship tends to be associated with a stress on selaction

6. Survival (central - neutral - non-central}

cell

6/1 No relationship

6/2 The less stress on skills, the more on survival

6/3 The less stress on service, the more on survival

6/4 The more stress on socialisation, the more on survival

6/5° A greater stress on selection tends to be associated with a siress on survival
677 No relationship

6/8" A greater stress on scholarship tends to be associated with a stress on survival

7. Autonomy (central - neutral - non-central}

cell

77 The greater the oriertation towards research, the more autonomous the institution
712 The less stress on skills, the more autonomous the institution

7/3 The less stress on service, the more autonomous the institution

7/4 No relationship

7/5 The more stress on selaction, the more autonomous the institution

716 No relationship

7/8 The more stress on scholarship, the more autonomous the institution

Q 24 A
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8. Scholarship (central - neutral - non-central)

cell
8/
82
813
8/4
8/5°
8/6°
87

The greater the orientation towards research, the more stress placed on scholarship
A lower stress on skilis tends to ba associated with an emphasis on scholarship

The less stress on service, the more emphasis on scholarship

No relationship

A greater stress on selection tends to be associated with an emphasis on scholarship
A greater stress on survival tends to be associated with an emphasis on scholarship
The more autonomous the institution, the more emphasis on scholarship
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CHAPTER 4.

INDIVIDUAL #CDELS OF MORAL JUDGEMENT

Seppo Kontiainen &énd Klaus Helkama

Abstract

An attempt was made to look at Kohlberg's stages of moral reasoning in terms of
the Dynamic Concept Analysis. Nine concepts thought relevant and central to moral
decision making were chosen and their interrelationships defined on the basis of a
concegptual analysis as well as of empirical findings from social psychological
literature. Five cases, each representing a 'typical’ attribute pattern of a respondent
from one of the five Kohlberg's stages in response o the famous Heinz dilemma,
were described by the second author. The first author, not familiar with the context
of the decision situation and with Kohlberg's stage theory, made an interpretation of
a conceptual model for each case. These interpretations were, in turn, assessed by
the second author according to their fit with (his intuition of) theoretical structure of
each stage. The results of this thought experiment were discussed in terms of their
consistencies with and divergencies from the theoretical propenties of the stages
and in terms of the capacity of the DCA to generate new hypotheses to comple-
ment Kohlberg's stage definitions.
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4.1. INTRODUCTION

The aim of this paper is to examine moral decision making by combining
some basic ideas put forward in Kohlberg's (e.g. 1984) cognitive-deve-
lopmental approach to moral judgement with the framework of the Dyna-
mic G~ .cept Analysis developed by Kontiainen (cf. Chapter 1).

We shall use the famous dilemma of Heinz (Kohlberg 1963) to illustrate
the basic concepts of this analysis. The Heinz dilemma goes as follows:

In Europe, a woman was near death from a special kind of cancer.
There was one drug that the doctors thought might save her. It was a
form of radium that a druggist in the same town had regently dis-
covered. The drug was expensive to make, but the druggist was
charging ten times what the drug caost him to make. He paid $200 for
the radium and charged $2,000 for a small dose of the drug. The
sick woman's husband, Heinz, went to everyone he knew to borrow
the money, but he could only get together about $1,000 which is half
of what it cost. He told the druggist that his wife was dying, and
asked him to sell it cheaper or let him pay later. But the druggist
said, "No, | discovered the drug and I'm going to make money from
it." Heinz got desperate and broke into the man’'s store to steal the
drug for his wife. Should the husband have done that? (Kohlberg
1963, 18-19). ‘

Our focus will be on the cognitive representation of a moral decision
situation. The concepts define the way a person facing a moral choice
views the situation - what are the factors (s)he takes into consideration or
ignores and also how (s)he weighs the importance of various factors. In
other words, we are taking the viewpoint of an actcr as opposed to that of
an observer, and will examine his or her way of relating the different
features of the situation to one another in making a decision about the
right action.
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4.2. CONCEPTS

Moral judgements are studied in this paper in a conceptual framework of
nine different concepts considered central in order to understand the
circumstances in which an individual decision making takes place.

The following conceptual categories are @mployed here;

(1) Morality

(2) Legality

(3) Responsibility
(4) Guilt

(5) Outcome

(6) Motive

(7) Power

(8) Influence

(9) Freedom

The general meaning of the concepts is given below: hawever, it is worth
remembering that there is variation under each concept when considering
individual cases.

(1) Morality is thought to be 1 property of an action. 'Moral’' stands for a
morally right action, 'immoral’ for a morally wrong one. For instance,
stealing to save life of another person in the Heinz dilemma is regarded
by some people as a maral action but by some others as an immoral
action.

(2) Legality refers to the quality of an action as being legally permitted or
forbidden. Stealing as such is an illegal action, refraining from stealing is
legal.

(3) Responsibility designates the individual vs. collective responsibility
tor a state of affairs that has come about or is expected to occur as a
foreseer) consequence of an action. It invalves in a way the ownership of
an action. If | kill somebody deliberately, | am individually responsible for
his death, whereas if | kill in selfdefence, the victim is partly responsible,
and accordingly, the resposibility is collective. In this context, respon-
sibility means primarily moral responsibility, not legal. Kiling in a war is
most often considered as a collective action.
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In the Heinz dilemma, if Heinz does steal the medicine, he may or may
not be regarded as individually responsible for the death of his wife
(Helkama 1981). The distinction adopted here implies that if Heinz is not
regarded as responsible, then someone else, e.g. the druggist is respon-
sible, and the responsibility is collective. This (technical) way of using the
concept of individual - collective responsibility is admittedly not exactly in
line with the ordinary usage of these terms.

(4) Guilt is taken to refer to the anticipated feelings of the agent after the
act. In comtemplating the stealing of the medicine (or the prospect of his
wife’s death), Heinz may anticipate intense, mild or no guilt feelings
related to the act of steeling or to the act of letting his wife die. For the
operational definition of intense vs. weak guilt feelings, see e.g. Hoffman
(1975).

(5) Outcome is used here in a very broad sense. By it we mean a
pragmatic non-moral net evaluation of the sum total of the outcomes of
the action as seen by the agent. The outcome is said to be positive if the
action is a success or if ths intended or non-intended consequences of
the action are positive for the agent. Similarly, if the action is regarded by
the agent as a failure, the outcome is negative.

The outcome of the act of stealing in the case of Heinz may be regarded
(by some people) as positive, if the medicine turns out to be an effective
cure and Heinz is not caught, and negative if Heinz is caught by the
police and given a prison sentence.

(6) Motive refers to the perceived intention of the agent. The motive
behind stealing in the case of Heinz may be seen as acceptable if
stealing is motivated by a desire to help, but as non-acceptable if the act
is seen as selfishly motivated.

(7) Power is defined as the degree of potential influence of an actor on
the basis of his or her social position. It refers to the number of states of
affairs (s)he can influence by his or her choices. Heinz, in our example,
has little power while the druggist has a great deal of power.

(8) Influence refers to the actual perceived impact of the act. A person
may have power but not see its use as possible in a given situation.
Conversely, a person with little power may perform an act having a lot of
influence. Heinz' stealing the medicine may be seen (by some people) as

Q “30
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a means of drawing attention to the deficiencies of the medical care
system of his society and as a social protest action.

(9) Freedom is interpretated in this context to be conceptually indepen-
dent of both power and influence. It designnates the number of alter-
natives an agent has when making a decision (Harvey & Smith 1977).

4.3. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

Moral judgements will be analysed here by the Dynamic Concept Analy-
sis, DCA (Chapter 1). An information structure includes information of
relationships between the variables of a study, and serves as basis to
integrate information in conceptual models.

it was shown in the methodological paper (Chapter 1, 10-12), that there
are altogether five different ways of how two concepts can be in relation
with each other: (1) they have no relation, (2) they have a one-way
relation, (3) they have a two-way relation, (4) they have no direct relation,
but they are related with each other via a third concept, or (5) they are
related via a longer chain of concept relations.

Different types of relations can be illustrated by variables A and B as
follows:

Type 1. @ @
Type 2. @ +—

Type 3. ®) «— (&)
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Type 4. ®

AN @./

Type 5. )
©
@/ \®

The information structure includes information of different types of rela-
tions between the variables in a study. This information can be integrated
in conceptual models, in which the relations between all variables in
question are shown simultaneously. A conceptual model is a network of
concept relations like Type 5, in which different types of relations may
appear in the same structure.

4.4. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF MORAL JUDGEMENTS

The information structure is a matrix of concept relations in which rela-
tions of all concepts included in a study are gathered for analyses of a
behaviour. Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA) is a strategy of using
information available in an information structure to build conceptual
models to depict a phenomenon in general or in individual cases in the
conceptual context of a study.

The information of concept relations can be drawn into an information
structure from various sources (Chapter 1, 28). Relations can be defined,
for instance, by empirical data or by hypotheses of concept relations. This
study is based on hypotheses of relations made by the authors, but
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authors, but findings of some earlier studies are also taken into consi-
deration in definitions of concept relations as seen below.

For analyses by DCA, the above nine concepts of moral judgements are
specified by three attributes to indicate variations in each conceptual

category:

Concepts Attributes

1. Morality 1a moral 1n neutral 1b immoral

2. Legality 2a legal 2n neutral 2b illegal

3. Responsibility 3a individual  3n neutral 3b collective

4. Guilt 4a high 4n neutral 4b low

5. Outcome 5a positive 5n neutral 5b negative

6. Motive 6a acceptable 6n neutral 6b non-accepiable
7. Power 7a high 7n medium  7b low

8. Influence 8a strong 8n medium  8b weak

9. Freedom 9a high 9n medium  9b low

A relationship between two concepts can be linear or non-linear. This

study is based on assumptions of linear relatioris.

Matrix 4.1. is the information structure of relations between nine concepts
of moral judgements. Each cell in the matrix gives a statement of how
another concept is related to the particular concept in guestion. For
instance, Cell 1/3 gives a statement of how Concept 3 (Responsibility) is
related to Concept 1 (Morality). 'the more individual responsibility the
more morality'.
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Matrix 4.1. Information Structure of Moral Judgements

CONCEPTS 1 2 3 4 H [ 7 8 9
» Attribytes pnbepnbanbapnbenbenbenbagnbaen
1 1s morast [] bjs an s
2 Y.MORALITY 1n neutral [ n n n n
1.3 1b immoral ple b b
6T— 28 legel an nble n nb
S, 2.LEGALITY  2n neutral n n n n
[ 2b flleget nb [ 3! nb e.n
7 38 individual|e b . . [ [ . [
t 8] 3.RESPONSI: 3n neutrasl n n n n n n n n
{ o auuy 30 collective Dia b b b b b
10 48 high b bje b b
11| 4.GUILT &n neutrasl n n n n n
mnl 4b_low 3 a b [ )
13 Se pusitive (@ a N b
141 S.QUICOME Sn neut: sl n n n
15 . S5b_negative bf nb ]
16 62 acceptablejs a N bis n
17 6.MOTIVE &n neutral n n n n
11; 6b _ron-accept b nb [ ok
19 7s high s a . [ [
|?u| TL.POWCR 7n medium n n n n n
210 b tow b b b b b
22, 8a strong » s n
23! BLINFLUENCZE 8n medium n n
26 B weuk b nb
251 9a high 2 ° s bls . s
26, 9.FPEEOOM 9n medium n n n n n n n
21 . | N 11 - b bis b b b

- A cell shows the relationship between two concepts.
- A row shows the attributes wWith Type 2 (A<-*8) relation to the attribute i1n question,

This indicales a positive linear relationship from Concept 3 to Concept 1,
and it is expressed in the Matrix 4.1. in Cell 1/3 by

]
a

n

b

b — |

A negative linear relationship can be found in Matnx 4.1., e.g. in Cell 1/4
which includes a statement of the relation Concept 4 (Guilt) has to
Concept 1 (Morality) 'The less guilt the more morality'.

This statement gives the following format to Cell 1/4 in Matrix 4.1.:
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A trend towards a linear relationship is expressed in the Matrix 4.1. either
by

n b
or n
b a n

joJte B |

An empty cell indicates, that it has not been considered sensible to make
a statement of linear relationship or there can be a nonlinear relationship
which is not possible to take into consideration in this study.

Correlations between the concepts in a study can be used when speci-
tying the information for a cell in the information structure. However, it it
worth noting that the information structure is not a correlation matrix.
Empty cells, for instance, cause asymmetry in the matrix.

Kohlberg's cognitive theory assumes that moral judgements develop
stage by stage and simultaneously with stage development, the centrality,
meaning and interrelationships of moral concepts change. So one pos-
sible sirategy in constructing the information structure would be to devise
an information structure for each stage separately. Another strategy is to
assume that there is enough commonanlity in the meanings of moral
concepts across the different developmental stages to justify a single
information structure to cover all stages. For the sake of simplicity and
comparability across stages, the latter strategy is adopted here.

The information structure (Matrix 4.1.) is the basis for analyses of moral
judgements in altogether about twenty thousand attribute combinations
(cf. Chapter 1, 23). For further development, the statements of concept
relations are open to criticism and assessment. In fact, Matrix 4.1. is a
hypothetical information structure which could serve as a framework for a
wider research programme.

In the following, Matrix 4.1. is introduced cell by cell in order to under-
stand the nature of information included. The statements of the relation-
ships are to be seen as hypotheses made by the authors. Nevertheless,
earlier research findings, if available, are used to justify a statement, and
to increase reliability of the information.
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4.5. CONCEPT RELATIONS

In the following the information included in each cell of the information
structure in Matrix 4.1. is discussed in connection to findings in some
previous studies if available. As told earlier, statements of relations
between concepts of this study are defined by the authors. Therefore the
information structure here is a kind of expert system based on the auth-
ors' experience and knowledge of moral judgements in human behaviour.

The information of each cell in Matrix 4.1. is now expressed in the form of
a statement of the concept relation. In fact, each statement can be con-
sidered as a research hypothesis for further studies, and the given
information structure rather as a starting point than as the final structure.

The information in Matrix 4.1. is now introduced and discussed cell by cell
under each concept. For instance, cell 1/2 gives the attributes of Concept
2 (Legality) most likely to join the attributes of Concept 1 (Morality), i.e. to
have a Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the attributes of Concept 1.

(1) Morality (moral - neutral - immoral)

Cell 1/2. Legality has no direct link to morality of an act (an empty cell).
We assume that the legality of an act does not influence its moral nature
in any systematic way. Legal acts may sometimes be immoral and illegal
acts (such as Heinz stealing to save the life of his wife or acts of cCivil
disobedience) may be thought to be moral under some circumstaces.

Cell 1/3. The more individual responsibility the more moral the act. It is
assumed that there is a positive link between individual responsibility and
the moral rightness of an act. For an act to be moral (to me) | need to be
responsible for it. Shifting responsibility away from myself is likely to make
the act less moral.

Ceil 1/4. The less feelings of guilt the more moral the act. With regard to
guilt, it seems natural to postulate an inverse relationship to morality. If
little or no guilt feelings are associated with the foreseen consequences of
an act, then it is likely to be seen as a right one, and vice versa.
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Cell 1/5. The more positive outcome the more moral the act. We are
assuming that in general, acts with positive outcomes are experienced as
morally right and acts with negative outcomes as wrong.. See, e.g.
Heider's (1958) balance theory.

Cell 1/6. The more acceptable motive the more moral the act. The motive
of an agent is one of the central criteria in defining the moral nature of an
act, even though there is a great deal of developmental variation in the
centrality of motives as a criterion (Piagat 1932, Helkama 1981).

Cells 1/7-8. Power and influence are not assumed to “e systematically
linked to the morality of an act (empty cells).

Cell 1/9. The more freedom the more moral the act. Freedom may
increase the probability of moral action at least in the sense that it
increases the consistency of a person's values and his or her action. See
the experimental evidence provided by Kofta (1984). The impact of
freedom may possibly be mediated through increased individual resposibi-
lity, but it is also possible that freedom exerts a direct influence on
morality.

(2) Legality (legal - neutral - illegal)

Cell 2/1. The higher morality the more legal the act. The assumption
made here is that moral acts tend to be legal and immoral ones illegal,
but the associaition is not very strong.

Cell 2/3. No direct link is postulated between individual vs. collective
responsibility to legality (an empty cell).

Cell 2/4. The less feelings of guilt the more legal the act. |f you feel little
or no guilt in contemplating an act, then the act is more likely to be legal
than illegal.

Cell 2/5. The more positive outcome the more legal the act. Similarly, a
weak association is posited between acts with good outcomes to legality.

Cell 2/6. (An empty cell). Motives are not assumed to be central in
defining the legality of an act. A legal act may he performed from good as
well as bad motives, and the same is true for illegal acts.
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Cell 2/7. The less power the more legal the act. Low power is thought to
result in legal acts more frequently than high power. In other words, the
assumption is that power corrupts.

Cell 2/8-9. No direct link is postulated from influence and freedom to
legality (empty cells).

(3) Responsibility (individual - neutral - collective)

Cell 3/1. The higher morality the moré individual responsibility. Sym-
metrically with 1/3, it is assumed that morally right acts go with individual
responsibility.

Cell 3/2. The more illegal the act the more individual responsibility. The
occurrence of an illegal act starts the search for a culprit, while nothing
comparable takes place in the case of a legal act, i.e. we tend to look for
someone to answer individually for an illegal act.

Cell 3/4. The more feelings of guilt the more individual responsibility.
Conceptually, it makes sense to claim that high guilt leads to individual
responsibility and low guilt to collective responsibility.

Cell 3/5. The more positive the outcone, the higher individual respon-
sibility. At least in Western culture, a person is likely to attribute success
to him- or herself. The evidence to blame others for one's failure is
weaker, though (see, e.g. Miller & Ross 1975).

Cell 3/6. The more acceptable motives the more individual responsibility.
We assume that acceptable motives are associated to individual respon-
sibility and that there is a tendency to see one's unacceptable motives as
provoked by other people’s actions.

Cell 3/7. The more power the more individual responsibility. This follows
from the definition of responsibility, which involves the notion that degree
of power and degree of responsibility are correlated.

Cell 3/8. The stronger perceived impact, influence, of an act the more
individual responsibility.

Cell 3/9. The more freedor to act the more individual responsibility.
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(4) Guilt (high - medium - low)

Cell 4/1. The more immoral act the more feelings of guilt. Moral acts do
not cause guilt feelings but immoral ones do.

Cell 4/2. The samJ is assumed to be true of the legality of an act: the
more illegal act the more feelings of guiit.

Cell 4/3. The more individual resgonsibility for an (evil) action, the more
intense is the guilt.

Cell 4/5. The more negative outcomes the more feelings of guil.

Cell 4/6. The more non-acceptable motives the more feelings of guilt. As
the unacceptability of the motive increases, so does the intensity of guilt.

Cells 4/7-9. No direct link from power, influence and freedom to guilt
postulated (empty rells).

(5) Outcome (positive - neutral - negative)

Cell 5/1. The more moral act the more positive outcome. On the basis of
Heider's balancy theory, moral acts are thought to have positive out-
comes, in general.

Cell 5/2. Similarly, it may be claimed that legal acts tend to have positive
outcomes and illegal ones negative outcomes. The more legal act the
more positive outcome.

Cell 5/3. No direct link postulated from responsibility to outcome (an
empty cell).

Cell 5/4. The weaker feelings of guilt the more positive outcome.

Cells 5/6-9. No direct link hypothesized (empty cells).
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(6) Motive (acceptable - neutral - non-acceptable)

Cell 6/1. The more moral act the more acceptable motive. Moral acts are
performed out of acceptable motives; this is one of the basic conceptual
presuppositions of morality since Kant.

Cell 6/2. The more legal act the more acceptable motive. Legal acts are
often, but not always, carried out for good motives.

Cell 6/3. The relationship between responsibility and motives is depen-
dent on the nature of an act, and accordingly, no direct link exist between
the two (an empty cell).

Cell 6/4. The lower the guilt the more acceptable motive.

Cell 6/5. The more positive outcome the more acceptable motive. Positive
outcomes are expected to be linked to acceptable motives.

Cell 6/7-9. No direct link assumed from power, influence and freedom to
motives (empty cells).

(7) Power (high - medium - low)

Cell 7/1-2. No direct link postulated from the morality and the legality of
an action to the power (empty cells).

Cell 7/3. The more individual responsibility the more power. Conceptually
it seems natural to assume that individual responsibility goes with high
power.

Cell 7/4. No relationship assumed from guilt to power (an empty cell).

Cell 7/5. The more positive outcome the more power. If positive outcome
is taken to refer to success, then it is plausible to assume it to be linked
with power; this is based on the theory of correspondent inference (Jones
& Davis 1965).

Cell 7/6. The more acceptable the motive, the more power a person has.

This claim is supported by findings which show that displaying acceptable
motives, such as group-orientation (as opposed to self-interest) enchan-
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ces the status and power of a group member (Wilke & van Knippenberg
1988, Ridgeway 1978).

Cell 7/8-9. In spite of their conceptual distinctness, influnce and freedom
may be assumed to be empirically related to power:

7/8. The stronger perceived impact (influence) of an act the more power.

7/9. The more alternatives to act (freedom) the more power.

(8) Intiuence (strong - medium - low)
Cells 8/1-6. No direct link to influence postulated (empty cells).

Cell 8/7. The more power the stronger influence, i.e. perceived impact of
the act.

Cell 8/9. The more freedom the stronger influence. While the direct link
from influence to freedom may be non-existent (see below 9/8), it seems
reasonable to assume a weak relation from freedom to influence.

(9) Freedom (high - medium - low)

Cell 9/1. The more moral act the more freedom. Since moral acts must be
freely chosen, we postulate a conceptual connexion between morality and
freedom.

Cell 9/2. The more legal act the more freedom. Legal acts may be
thought to increase freedom of action.

Cell 9/3. Individual responsibility and freedom are stated to be concep-
tually correlative: the more individual re~-onsibility the more freedom.
This is based on the notion that there is no freedom without resposibility,
and vice versa.

Cell 9/4. The lower guilt the higher freedom. Guilt may be seen as an
obstacle to free action.

Cell 9/5. The more positive outcome the more freedom.
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Cell 9/6. The more acceptable motives the more fresdom.
Cell 9/7. The more power the more freedom.

Cell 9/8. The influence or impact of an action is not seen relating in any
systematic way to freedom (an empty cell).

4.6. CASES OF MORAL JUDGEMENT

This study employs the above nine concepts to describe moral judge-
ments in individual decision making. There are altogether 27 different
attributes to characterize qualitative variations of these concepts. It was
shown earlier when introducing the DCA method (Chapter 1, 23) that at-
tributes of nine concepts can exist in about twenty thousand different
attribute combinations, and that each attribute can potentially exist in
more than six thousand different attribute combinations: e.g. in this study,
attribute 1a 'moral' can appear in more than six thousand different
combinations with other attributes. The meaning of 'moral’ behaviour
becomes defined by its relations with the other attributes in each com-
bination. All these combinations can be individually described by concept-
ual models, which can be built by information in Matrix 4.1.

The five case studies are completed in the following sequence:

(1) Author B gave the attribute co: “ination for the case.

(2) Author A identified Type 2 (A« . relations from Matrix 4.1. for
each attribute.

(3) Author A built a conceptual mode! by information of Type 2
relations between the attributes for the case.

(4) Author A made a description of the case by the information in
the conceptual model.
(5) Authior B made an assessment of the case desc-iption and of

the information in the model by using additiona. information
about the case available to him.

The five cases were, in fact, chosen by B to represent a kind of a typical
composite response to the Heinz interview at each stage of moral reason-
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ing. At this phase of the study A was neither aware of this nor familiar
with Kohlberg's theory. So A's descriptions were blind in 2 double sense.

Case 1.

Table 4.1. shows the attributes which were chosen to describe the moral
judgement in Case 1. Type 2 relations to the attribute in question can be
identified on the corresponding row in Matrix 4.1.

Table 4.1. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case 1

RoOw/ Type 2 Relationg from
Malrix the Attributes
4.1,

Atcributes 1b 2n 3b 4b Sb 6n 7b 8b 9b
1b immoral 3 3b Sb 6n 9b
2n neutral legality 5
3b coliective tesp. Q i 4b 5L 7 Bb 9b
4bh low guilt 2 3b
5b negative outcome 18 1t 2n
6n neutral motive 17 2n
b low power 21 3r Lt gb 9b
8b weak influence 24 b 9b
9b low freedom e b 3k Sb Kl <

Above information about Type 2 relations to each attribute in Case 1 is
combined in Model 4.1.

Model 4.1. Moral Judgement in Case 1

(2n) (5b) (1b) (9b)
LEGALITY OUTCOME MORALITY FREEDOM
neutral negative immoral low

: T\-
o, i

MOTIVE RESPONSIBILITY POWER INFLUENCE GUILT
neutral collective low weoak low
(6n) (3v) (7b) (8b) (4b)
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The following concepts have & central position in Model 4.1.:

Responsibility:  3b collective

Morality: 1b immoral
Power: 7b low
Freedom: 9b low
Outcome: 5b negative

Legality (2n), Guilt (4b) and Motive (6n) play a rather pripherical role in
Case 1.

Description of Model 4.1.

Model 4.1. shows the relationships between the attributes charactrerizing
the moral judgement in Case 1. The model indicates that there is some
ambivalency about legality of the act (2n) and about acceptability of
motives (Cn) or the person does not pay much attention to motives behind
the action. S'he does not necessarily have a clear picture about the
probable negative conseguences (2n with 5b) which result in an immoral
act (1b).

The collective responsibility (3b) has a most central position in the model;
this may mean that s/he is not personally much involved in the affair.
Alhtough the act is immoral with negative outcomes he does not feel guilt
(4b), and considers his own position as rather secondary (7b, 8b, 9b) in
the whole process. He is likely to adopt a passive outsider's role: things
just happen.

Assessment of the information given by interpretation of Model 4.1.

The central position in the model (in terms of its connections with other
concepts) is taken by collective responsibility. This may be interpreted as
being consistent with the characterization of this way of reasoning as the
heteronomous stage of morality - individuals do not see themselves as
responsible, but the morality of the act is mainly seen in terms of punish-
ment (negative outcome) as the model indicates.

Kohlberg's idea that legality and motives are not taken into account at all
at this stage does not realize in the model, because in the definition of

oM
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the attributes for Case 1 these concepts were not left out. However, this
should have taken into consideration when specifying attributes for this
case.

In these circumstances it may not be quite correct to speak of ambi-
valency with regard to legality and motives when the model was sup-
posed to describe Stage 1 of moral development in Kohlberg's terms; the
prototypical response to the Heinz dilemma at Stage 1 is to say that
stealing is wrong (1b) because you get caught and punished (5b). Thus,
the interpretation that the person does not have a clear picture of the
negative consequences would not seem to be quite appropriate when it is
strictly assessed against the previous descriptions of Stage 1.

Case 2.

Table 4.2. shows the attributes which were chosen to describe the moral
judgement in Case 2. Type 2 relations to the attribute in question can be
identified on the corresponding row in Matrix 4.1.

Tablo 4.2. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case 2

Row/ Type 2 Relations from
Matrix the Attributes
4.1.

Attributes la 2b 3b 4b 5a 6n 7a B8a 9a
la moral 1 4b 5a 6n 9a
2b i1llegal 6 7a
3b collective resp. 9 ib
4b low guilt 12 la 3b 5a
5a positive outcome 13 la 4b
6n neutral motive 17
7a high power 19 5a 8a 9%a
Ba strong influence 22 7a 9a
9a high freedom 25 la 4b 5a 7a

Above information about Type 2 (A<-B) relations to each attribute in
Case 2 is combined in Model 4.2.
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Model 4.2. Moral Judgement in Case 2

(6n) (1a) (9a) (7a) (2b)
MOTIVE MORALITY FREEDOM POWER LEGALITY
neutral moral high high illegal

(o) ——> (1) ¢—— () ¢——3 (1)) —>(2)

GUILT'\ OUTCOME INFLUENCE
low positive strong
(4b) (5a) (6a)

RESPONSIBILITY
collective
{3b)

The following concepts have a central position in Model 4.2.:

Morality: 1a moral
Freedom: 9a high
Power: 7a high
Outcome: 5a positive
Guilt: 4b low
(Influence: 8a strong)

Motive (6n), Responsibility (3b) and Legality (2b) play a less important
role in Case 2.

Description of Model 4.2.

Model 4.2. makes a hypothesis about how Case 2 is likely to result in an
illegal action (2b). S/he considers the matter morally acceptable (1a), and
feels at the same time collective responsibility, i.e. is concerned of other
people (3b). These together make her/him free to act without guilt (4b
with 9a) even in the illegal action. The outcome is positive (5a), and this
is likely to confirm his/her personal involvement in the action (reflections
frorn 5a to 1a, 4b, 9a and 7a). The influence (perceived impact of the act)
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is strong (8a); this is primarily due to his/her activities and strategies in
the action (9a and 7a with 8a).

it looks likely that he is ready to take personal risks when believing that
the action is morally justifiable.

Assessment

What B had in mind here was a respondent who, in the case of Heinz,
sees stealing as right because of the positive outcome (saving a life).
Motives are not considered in judging the morality of the act, nor is the
illegality of the act. Motives and legality do, indeed, have a marginal
position in the model. A great deal of freedom is attributed to the agent,
and freedom appears as a central concept in the model. This makes
sense, since right at this stage is defined in terms of one's own welfare
and little weight is placed on consequences to others or to legal con-
siderations.

Case 3.

Table 4.3. shows the attributes which were chosen to describe the moral
judgement in Case 3. Type 2 relations to the attribute in question car be
identified on the corresponding row in Matrix 4.1.

Table 4.3. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case 3

Row / Type ¢ Relations from
Matrix the Attributes
4.1.
Attributes 1a 2b 3b 4a Sa 6a 7b 8a 9b
la moral 1 5a 6a
2b 1llegal 6 4a
3b collective resp. 9 U 9b
4a high guilc 10 2b
Sa posgitive outcome 13 la
6a acceptable motive 16 la S5a
7b low power 21 kY <] 9b
8a strong intluence 22
9b low freedom 27 2b 3b da 7b

Above information about Type 2 relations to each attribute in Case 3 is
combined in Model 4.3.
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Model 4.3. Moral Judgement in Case 3

(1a) (Sa) (30) (7o) (9b)
MORALITY OUTCOME RESPONSIBILITY  POWER FREEDOM
moral positive collective low low

<

®
S i

OO, O,

MOTIVE INFLUENCE GUILT LEGALITY
acceptable strong high illegal
(6a) (8a) (4a) (2b)

Central concepts in Model 4.3.:

Freedom: 9b low
Responsibility:  3b collective
Power: 7b low

8a strong influence (the perceived impact of the act) is an isolated
attribute in Model 4.3.

Description of Model 4.3.

The structure of the moral judgement in Model 4.3. appears in a 'broken
model' (1a, 5a and 6a; 2b, 3b, 4a, 7b and 9b; 8a) This may indicate that
the indiviaual does not necessarily have a clear picture about the conse-
quences of the action, or s’/he has acted rather spontaneously according
to what s/he has seen as morally acceptable without assessing possible
consequences.
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The outcome as such is positive (5a) and morally justifiable (5a with 1a),
and this likely to encourage him/her to become personally involved in the
matter (5a with 6a).

Another side of the coin is that the illegal act (2b) causes strong feelings
of guilt (2b with 4a): he might have taken too much personal responsibility
in the matter which is primarily on the group's responsibility (3b). This is
likely to limit the scope of freedom in the action (3b and 7b with Sb), and
the perceived strong impact of the act (8a) is rather non-predictable to
him/her (8a in isolation in the model). This may indicate that s/he has not
been able to forecast the consequences.

Originally morally acceptable action with positive outcomes results in
his/her personal difficulties to cope with feelings of guilt which are closely
related to the illegality of the act.

Assessment

This case describes a respondent who thinks that stealing from good
motives (to save a life) is right for Heinz. This respondent also admits that
the act is illegal, which causes intensive feelings of guilt. These feelings,
in turn, lead him or her to experience little freedom. This respondent is
not able to reconcile good motives and legal considerations in any way,
which is typicai of Stage 3. Thus the total isolation of the morality-outco-
me-motive triangle from the rest of the concepts should be a common
characteristic of Stage 3 reasoning as shown also in the model.
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Case 4.

Table 4.4. shows the attributes which were chosen to describe the moral
judgement in Case 4. Type 2 relations to the attribute in question can be
identified on the corresponding row in Matrix 4.1.

Table 4.4. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case 4

Row/ Type 2 Relations from
Matr: the Attributes
4.1.
Attributes la 2a 3b 4a Sb 6a 7a 8b 9b
la motral 1 6a
2a legal 4 la
3b collective resp. 9 2a Sh 8h 9b
d4a high guilc 10 5h
5b negative outcome 15 4a
éa acceptable motive 16 la 2a
"7 high powet 19 ba
8b weak 1n!liuence 24 9b
9t low freedom <7 3t 4a Sh

Above information about Type 2 relations to each attribute in Case 4 is
combined in Model 4.4.

Model 4.4. Moral Judgement in Case 4

(1a) (2a) (8b)
MORALITY LEGALITY INFLUENCE
moral legal weak

\‘"‘/TW

NN

Ee—®—®

POWER  MOTIVE RESPONSIBILITY FREEDOM OUTCOME  GUILT
high acceptable collective low negative high
(7a) (6a) (3b) (9b) (50) (4b)
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Central concepts in Model 4.4.

Responsibility: 3b collective
Freedom: gb low
Less central: 7a high power

Description of Model 4.4.

Model 4.4. indicates that although the degree of potential influence or
power is high (7a), it is a kind of side product of the whole act. More con-
sideration is given to morally and legally justified motives (1a, 2a and 6a).
This makes him to work as a group member (cf. link from 2a to 3b) with
relatively little inflvence and freedom (3b with 8b and 9b). However, this
activity results in failure (5b) with strong personal feelings of guilt (4a).

The model shows that the collective responsibility (3b) is in the most
central position. This may mean that the act could be seen primarily on
the group's responsibility.

Involvement in the matter and the failure is likely to cause problems to
cope with feelings of guilt when not succeeding to achieve morally and
legally justified aims.

Assessment

This case was meant to represent a person with a strong law and order
orientation to the Heinz dilemma. This respondent thinks that the moral
act is not to steal but to follow law. Obedience to law is, of course, an
acceptable motive. The negative outcome (death of the wife) causes
intensive guilt feelings, and as a consequence, he attributes to Heinz little
freedom and little responsibility for the outcomes. The legality of the act
makes it unnecessary to address the issue of personal responsibility. In
sum, this interpretation has a different emphasis than the description
above has, most likely owing to the generality of the concepts.
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Case 5.

Table 4.5. shows the attributes which were chosen to describe the moral
judgement in Case 5. Type 2 relations to the attribute in question can be
identified on the corresponding row in Matrix 4.1.

Table 4.5. Attributes and Type 2 (A<--B) Relations in Case S

Row/ Type . Relations from
Matrix the Attributes
4.1.
Attributes ia ?b 3a 4a Sa sa 7b 8a 9Ya
.a moral 4 3a 5a 6a 9a
2k 1llegal [ 4a
Ja 1ndividual resp. ? la b 4a 5a 6a ga 9a
4a high gquilt C b 34
5a positive outcore 13 ja
6a acceptahie motive N ia 5a
b low powet 21
8a strong influence el 9a
9a high freedom oh 14 ig Ya 6a

Above information about Type 2 (A<--B) relations to each attribute in
Case 5 is combined in Model 4.5.

Model 4.5. Moral Judgement in Case 5

(5a) (6a) (1a) (20} (4a) {7b)
OUTCOME MOTIVE MORALITY LEGALITY GUILT POWER
positive  acceptable moral illegal high low

[ AN
\1/ \

FREEDOM INFLUENCE
high strong
(3a) RESPONSIBILITY (8a)

individual
(3a)

Fm-&

Qo 152 )
‘ l ()




individual Models of Morai Judgement

Central concepts in Model 4.5.

Responsibility: 3a individual
Morality: 1a moral
Freedom: 9a high
Motive: 6a acceptable
Outcome: 5a positive
Guilt: 4a high

An isolated attribute: 7b low power

Description of Model 4.5.

Model 4.5. shows that all other aspects (except 7b) of this judgemental
process have a direct influence on the attribute 3a (indiv'dual repon-
sibility). This may indicate that the action is taken by the individual as a
highly personal matter. Positive outcome (5a) legitimates the morality of
the action and confirms the individual's motivation (6a) and freedom (9a).

The illegality of the act (2b) makes him/her feel guilt about what has
happened, especially when the percieved impacts (influence) are strong
(8a). Nevertheless, the model indicates that these feelings do not have a
very dominant role in the whole. More essential in this case is to work for
positive and morally justifiable aims.

Assessment

The target person is a Stage 5 respondent who thinks that Heinz should
steal the medicine, attributes a lot of freedom to Heinz and views the
problem mainly through the concept of individual responsibility. Apart from
the idea that the positive outcome legitimates the morality of the action,
the above describtion, appears quite congruent with the interpretation B
had in mind.
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4.7. DISCUSSION

The aim of this study was to carry out a sort of thought experiment
regarding the applicability of the Dynamic Concept Analysis to moral
decision making as defined by Kohlberg's stages. When speaking about
moral decision making, our main focus was on the centrality of different
concepts as criteria of judging tne morality or immorality of an act and
their interrelationships. Considerations related to the temporal or logical
sequence of the possible steps in the decision making process fell
outside the scope of the present analysis (for them, see e.g. Rest 1983).
We also tried explicitly to take the point of view of the actor as opposed
to that of an observer.

The choice of the relevant concepts is one the crucial points in this kind
of model building. The concepts we selected could be considered rather
relevant for studying individual moral judgements. While the concepts are
fairly broad and thus ambiguous, most of them seemed to work rea-
sonably well. However, it seems likely that, for instance, the concept
‘outcome’ is too broad and open to too many diverging interpretations
especially now when the cases in this study are theoretical by nature.
This emphasizes the need to know the real context in which a moral
judgement takes place when specifying the content of a concept. A
problem in case studies of this paper is that the descriptions were done
blindly without any connection to actual circumstances. Therefore, it will
be interesting in the future to analyse real cases; this will make it easier
to assess relevancy of concepts and relevancy of the information struc-
ture as well.

The model descriptions of this study were completed by taking into
consideration the structure of a model and relationships between the
attributes in a case. The assessment of descriptions was based on the
information of previous studies of different stages of moral development.
When assessing the model information the criteria was to assess how
well the given information fits with the previous understanding and
knowledge of the stages. Another way to assess the model information
could be to ask whether the models bring any new information about the
stages of moral development.

It may be noted, for instance, that the model for case 3 was able to
capture the split between rnotivational-psychological and legal-societal
considerations, which could be argued to be a central feature of Stage 3.

Q ‘ 54
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In addition, a comparison of cases 3, 4 and 5 in terms of their structural
properties suggests that the increasing intergration and progressive
equilibration of successive stages is fairly well illustrated by these models.
Case 1 did not represent as clearly Kohlberg's Stage 1.

One of the advantages of this approach is the possibility of finding such
connections between the concepts that are not explicitly spelled out by
the stage descriptions. These connections might serve as a starting point
for hypotheses in further, more detailed studies of moral thinking, which
would use more systematic techniques for gathering and analysing data
than the mere intuition which was employed in this thought experiment.

One of the central features of conceptual models is that a concept or an
attribute has a different meaning depending on which are the other
attributes to characterize a particular case. This became obvious, for
instance, with Concept 1 (Morality)) when all five models are compared:
the meaning and function of morality in an action varies depending on the
attribute combination in which it appears in the model. In principle, this is
close to one of the basic ideas of Kohlberg's approach i.e. concepts
change their meanings in the course of stage development.

In addition, all the concepts used in these case studies are not neces-
sarily included in a moral judgement. The dynamic concept analysis
makes it possible, if needed, to work on any combination of attributes in
the information structure; a concept can be left out if considered neces-

sary.

Besides the definition of central concepts for the analyses of moral
judgement, it is essential to recognize how the relationships between the
concepts are defined for the information structure. In this demonstration
only linear relationships were taken into consideration. More empirical
studies are needed to make a more valid information structure. Relevancy
of the subjective statements of concept relations given in this study (pp.
xxx) is open for assessment, and redefinitions of statements could result
in a more reliable information structure. Nevertheless, making statements
was an interesting phase of the study, and as such a conceptual analysis
which made the authors to think carefully how we se= the concepts in
relation to each other; it became evident that there is not much relevant
research available to guide these definitions.
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CHAPTER 5.

UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT OUTCOMES IN DECISION MAKING

Seppo Kontiainen, John Roscoe and Peter Herriot

Abstract

The use of Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA), developed by Kontiainen (Chapter 1),
is demonstrated in studies of different outcomes in decision making processes, in
which various predictors need to be taken into consideration at the same time. DCA
is a method for integrating information in complex situations, and it enables the
identification of relationships between different variables in conceptual models. The
models produced by DCA give holistic pictures of how different aspects are likely to
become interrelated in various decision making processes.

Decisions are studied in the conceptual context of another research project
(Roscoe, Chalmers & Herriot, 1989), which analyses decisions by clinical profes-
sional teams (doctors, nurses, clinical psychologists and social workers) on whether
a mentally ill offender should be transferred from a special hospital to a local one.
Three different decisions are studied here: a transfer (1) accepted, (2) conditional or
(3) rejected.

The main aim is to demonstrate how conceptual analyses and models might be of
use when trying to understand a particular decision. It is shown how a team may
produce very different decisions even with the same information about a patient.
Three conceptual models of actual cases are analysed to assess the relevance of
this approach. The models proved to give relevant pictures about these decision
making processes.
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5.1. INTRODUCTION

Tuggle and Barron (1983) gave the following definition of 'decision-mak-
ing":

"Decision-making is concerned with a set of acticn alternatives for a
given situation, with consequences of those alternatives, and with
vaiuation of the consequences, alternatives etc. The conundrum is to
select an alternative (not to find a path). There is no concept of a
‘correct’ decision (except bureaucratically, i.e., organizational policies
are adhered to). What constitutes an ‘optimal’ decision is largely
subjective, whereas in problem-solving what constitutes a correct or
an optimal solution is largely objective.”

However, this definition employs a model of decision making which is
essentially rational. It construes the process as one generating alternative
courses of action, anticipating the probability of various outcomes, and
evaluating them.

Descriptive research rather than prescriptive theory demonstrates that
these processes are not always followed. For example, people often
'satisfice’ rather than optimise (Simon, 1976); that is, they choose the first
alternative that comes along that is satisfactory. Or they may give undue
weight to outcomes which are novel and distinguish clearly one alter-
native course of action from another (Tversky, 1970). Or, particularly in
organisational settings, they fail to consider the possibility of contradictory
evidence or other alternatives - the phenomenon of 'group think’ (Janis,
1982).

Thus there is a great deal of evidence that classical subjective decision
theory does not always account successfully for decision-making in real
life situations. Are there other models which can do justice to the way in
which decision-makers use evidence without assuming the comparison of
alternatives by means of subjective probabilities and values?

One such method is Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA) (Chapter 1) which
is used in the study to illustrate different decisions by conceptual modes.
DCA has been developed for analyses of complex situations in which
various propenrties should be taken into consideration at the same time in
order to make holistic pictures about a reality.

“70
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It will be shown how different decisions can be made using the same
information. In addition, three actual cases are described by the infor-
mation in the model, and assessed against information about how the
decisions were achieved in practice.

5.2. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

The ten predictor variables with different decision outcomes will be
analysed here by the Dynamic Concept Analysis (Chapter 1). An infor-
mation structure includes information of relationships between the
variables studied, and serves as the basis for integrating this information
in conceptual models which describe the structure of concept relations
in general and in all individual cases in a study.

It was shown earlier (Chapter 1, 10-12) that there are altcgether five dif-
ferent ways in which two concepts can be in relation with each other: (1)
they have no direct relation, (2) they have a one-way relation, (3) they
have a two-way relation, (4) they have no direct relation, but they are
related with each other via a third concept, or (5) they are related via a
longer chain of concept relations.

Different types of relations can be illustrated as follows:

Type 1. @ @

Type 2. @4——

Type 3. @4———& @
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®

Type 4.

®
'\©./

Type 5. @
©
@/ \®

Information of the relational types between all variables or concepts
included in a study is given in the information structure. This information
is integrated in conceptual models which finally show the role and func-
tion a variable has in a given context. A conceptual model is a network of
concept relations as in Type 5, where different types of relations may
appear in the same structure.

In this study, the first task is to specify the concepts to be used in the
analyses, and then to build an information structure of concept relations.
Finally, conceptual models are constructed to describe different decision--
making processes in attempts to transfer a patient into a local hospital.
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5.3. CONTEXT OF THE STUDY

The conceptual context of this study is derived from study on 'The
Context of Professional Decisions' (Roscoe, 1988). This is described in
another paper (Roscoe, Chalmers & Herriot, 1989, 5):

"Within the UK there are a few hospitals for the criminally insane. People
who usually have been convicted of a criminal offence, but who are
judged to be suffering from mental disorder are sent there. They may be
detained, if subject to legal restrictions on their discharge, until the Home
Office, a Department of the UK Government, agrees to their release.
Before the Home Office is asked for permission to release them, a
consultant forensic psychiatrist at the hospital for the criminally insane
who is responsible for their treatment has to assess them. They have to
be assessed as sufficiently well to be treated in an ordinary psychiatric
hospital.

This psychiatrist then has to approach a consultant psychiatrist at a local
hospital in the patient's home area to persuade him or her to admit the
patient to thair hospital.

The psychiatrist from the local hospital may reject the request without
examining the patient, often on the grounds that the local hospital has
insufficient resources to cope.

However, he may lead a team to the hospital for the criminally insane in
order to assess the patient for suitability for transfer. This team is likely to
consist of other professionals: nurses, social workers, and perhaps an oc-
cupational therapist. Alternatively, the psychiatrist may conduct the
assessment alone. The decision investigated in this research is whether
or not to accept a patient into a local hospital.”

The original study (Roscoe, 1988) included 441 decisions with 309
patients. The present study uses the conceptual framework and catego-
ries of the original study of decision making without going into detailed
findings.
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5.4. VARIABLES

The original report (Roscoe 1988, 94) gives ten areas of interest which
were considered as central in decision making processes concerning a
possible transfer of a patient from a special hospital to a local one:

Patient biographical data

Behavioural problems of the patient
Psychotic symptoms of the patient
Social functioning of the patient
Contents of the transfer letter

Sociai process of the assessment team
Composition of the assessment team
Type of institution

Resources avallable to the institution
Patient prototype

COONOUAEWN A

—

(1) Patient's biographicaligata refers to age. gender, etnicity, and length
of stay in the hospital. ‘;»&

{2) Behavioural problems muR¥g2 the nature and severity of the worst and
most frequent probiems of thé'\ {

(3) Psychotic symptoms refer, for example, to the degree of insight into
own illness, nature of delusions, and to the extent to which the psychosis
is controlled.

(4) Social functioning means, for instance, the extent of patient's sociul
isolation when admitted to the hospital, capacity for autorromy, and need
for training in social skills.

(5) The letter from the consultant psychiatrisi to his or her colleague at
the local hospital: including e.g. positive and negative features of the
patient.

(6) Social process refers to the extent, quality, and degree of formaiity of
communication between the professionals involved in the transfer attempt.

(7) The composition of the team from the local hospital sent to assess the
patient: the grades of medical, nursing, and paramedical staff, and
whether the assessment was carried out as a team or individually.
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(8) Organisational structure refers to the categorisation of the local
hospitals into professional bureaucracies, machine bureaucracies or
mixed cases. (Mintzberg 1979).

(9) Organisational resources of the local hospital.

(10) Patient proto-type refers to the diagnostic category of the patient.

5.5. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF DECISION MAKING

The conceptual context of decision making is now specified by the
following characteristics or attributes in each variable. Attributes a and b
give the two poles of the dimension, and attribute n indicates medium or
neutral level of the dimension.

Context Variables Attributes
_ a n b

1. Biographical Data positive neutral negative
2. Behaviour Problems high medium low
3. Psychotic Symptoms high medium low
4. Social Functioning social neutral non-social
5. Patient Proto-Type positive neutral negative
6. Letter positive neutral negative
7. Social Process open neutral restrictive
8. Team Composition democratic neutral autocratic
8. Resources good medium poor
10. Organisation professional neutral bureaucratic
11. Decision on Transfer accepted conditional rejected

Relationships between conceptual categories can be defined in various
ways. For instance, by using research results (e.g. correlation co-
efficients) to indicate linear relationships of concept relations or by making
individual judgements of these relationships.

In this study, it was decided to use individual judgements to define
relations between the concepts. The judgements were made in coopera-
tion with a member of the team of the original study. Therefore, the
information structure here can be regarded primarily as an individual and
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subjective structure. Nevertheless, it is likely that research findings are
taken at least indirectly into account by the team member. This may
reduce the degree of subjectivity.

The relationship between two concepts can be linear or non-linear.
(Chapter 1, 10-12). This study is based primarily on hypotheses of linear
relationships between variables. These assumptions are given in Appen-
dix 5.1.

The information structure built by individual judgements was regarded as
sufficient in this study, where the primary interest is to demonstrate and
test the use of DCA in analyses of decision making processes.

The relevance of the information structure will be assessed, when
conceptual models are used to describe actual decision making proces-
ses concerning real patients.

The information structure, i.e. the matrix of concept relations in decision
making, is given in Matrix 5.1.

A statement in Appendix 5.1. indicates a linear relationship between the
two variables, and this results in a cell in Matrix 5.1. either in the form:

n or n

The former indicates a positive correlation, and the latter a negative
correlation between the two variables.

A trend towards the relationship as stated in the Appendix 5.1. is ex-
pressed in a cell:

a

n
n
n

b

17

4

or

3

These relationships indicate a trend towards positive or negative cor-
relation between the two variables.
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An empty cell in the matrix indicates that it is not possible to make a
statement of a relationship. For instance, it is not reasonable to state in
Cell 1/6: the more positive the letter, the more positive a patient's bio-
graphical data, because the letter is unlikely to have this kind of influence.
However, it can be stated in Cell 6/t: the more positive a patient's
biographical data, the more positive the letter, because a consulting
psychiatrist is likely to take the patient's biography into account in the
jetter. This causes asymmetry in the matrix.

Rows in Matrix 5.1. have a central role in building conceptual models for
different combinations of attributes. A row gives the attributes which have
a Type 2 relation to the attribute in question. In some cases two attributes
of the same concept may have Type 2 relation to the attribute, and this
causes non-linearity in a cell (e.g. Cell 11/9).

Different combinations of attributes result in more or less different concep-
tual models. The model is built by information of Type 2 relations, but
when all these relations are taken into the model, the final model for a
particular combination of attributes may appear to include other Types (1,
3, 4, 5) as well.
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Matrix 5.1. Information structure for analyses of decision making

CONCEPTS

1 2

3
n

5 ]

7

8 Q 10 1

4

Row Attributes anbasnbanbspnbanbanbanbsnbanbanbanb
1 1a positive b an i |
2] 1.BIOGRAPHICAL 1n neutral n n ]
3 DATA 1b negative a nb !
) 28 high b » b i | i
5| 2.3EHAVIOUR 2n medium n n n ! |
6| _ PROBLEMS 2D low a bla o :
7 3s high 1 | 1 |
8 3.PSYCWOTIC 30 medium | i [ \
9 SYNPIOMS  3b low ‘ ) i
10 4a social an b b ‘

111 4. SOCIAL 4n neutral n n n l '
12} FUNCTIONING &b nonrsocial nbls 8 H )
13 Se positive » b a ] [ | 1
14} 5.PRGIO-TYPE Sn neutral n | n n X ! !

115 5b_negative bla b l iy !

et 68 positive » b bje » T i ; T

31?; 6. LETTER 60 neutral LN n n n { i ’

1184 6b negat ive : bla a b b e ﬁ

119! 7a open i H an i3 '

20 7. SOCIAL n neutral : ' . i on n

121 PROCE S To restricted ! . . : . 1 : nb,

a2’ Ba domocratic | { : : { ! ] 1 a

23 8. TEAM & neutral : ' i ' | n | ]

126, COMPOSITiON  Bb autocratic | ' ! ! b:

. 251 9a good T i ! » s ) [ 1

126 9.RESORCES  Sn medium . s 1"n |"n |

27; % poor P ! ! b b b :

]285 10. 10a professional i i I i i s N |a la

i7°, ORGANISATION 10n neutrail : H | Vo,

-30 10b burcswucratic ; ' : : ) H . nb b

Ty 11a accepted ja | ol bja ja o Ja lan .

32, 11.0ECISION  1inconditionsl i n ; n | n Jan jan jan I n n b,

33 11b rejected i bia le b, _b: bi bl nb

- A cell shows the relationship between two concepts.
- A row shows the attributes with Type ¢ (A<--B) reiation to the attribute 'n Question,

This study includes ten conceptual categories and altogether thirty
characteristics or attributes. The number of possible combinations of
attributes in this cdase is about sixty thousand (Chapter 1, 23). All these
combinations with different decision outcomes (transter accepted, con-
ditional, rejected) could be individually described by conceptual models
using the information in Matrix 5.1.

In the following account, the use of Matrix 5.1. in building conceptual
models will be demonstrated in two analyses: to show how the same
information could result in different decisions, and to describe three actual
decision processes.
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5.6. DIFFERENT DECISIONS WITH THE SAME INFORMATION

In the following theoretical example, predictor variables (attributes) were
selected to describe a decision making process of attempted transfer in
Case 1.

Table 5.1. Attribute Combination in Case 1.

Context Variables Attributes
a n b

1. Biographical Data positive neutral _negative
2. Behaviour Problems high medium low

3. Psychotic Symptoms high medium low

4. Social Functioning social neutral non-social
5. Patient Pioto-Type positive neutral negative
6. Letter _positive neutral negative
7. Social Process _open neutral restrictive
8. Team Composition _democratic_ neutral autocratic
8. Resources good medium poor

10. Organisation professional neutral . bureaucratic

When using the information of concept relations available in the infor-
mation structure (Matrix 5.1.), it is possible to identify the types of rela-
tions between the attributes of this case. In Matrix 5.1.1. '+’ points out the
attributes of the other predictor variables in the attribute combination of
Case 1, which have Type 2 relation to the attribute in question: this can
be found from the row of this p~rticular attribute in Matrix 5.1. '=’ means
that an attribute does not have a Type 2 relation to this attribute: a
relation between these two may be found on other rows, and this will
appear in the overall conceptual model.
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Matrix 5.1.1. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations (+) in the Attribute Combination/

Case 1

Biographical Data
Problems
Symptoms

Social Functioning
Proto-Type

Letter

Social Process
Team Composition
Reasources
Organisation

COBINOINHRWMN -

—

[y
'y

DECISION

A Type 2 relation (+) gives an arrow to

Attributes 1ib 2b 3a 48 5b 6a 7a 8a 9b 10b
1b negative
2b low

3a high

4a social

5b negative
6a positive
7a open

8a democratic
9b poor

10b bureaucratic

1+ 1

[
I+ 1+ 1

+
+

11a accepted
11n conditional
11b rejected

+

+

+ +

+

the attribute in the model. The

above information of relations in Matrix 5.1.1. is derived from Matrix 5.1.

(rows 3, 6, 7, 10, 15

Model 5.1.1. Case 1

, 16, 19, 22, 27, 30, and 31, 32, 33).

with Accepted Transfer

negetivo
proto-type
‘/" 5 | - negative
Puces 9 { 1b) cal
ia!a
bureaucratic . C
organisation '109' ( ?f) :y‘ﬁptons
11a .
)
v ACCEPTED
democratic | / . { 2b) tow
team 8a / f " problems
socda | T8 : patent
O ) mn
process i 6a )t/
positive
hatter
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Model 5.1.2. Case 1 with Conditional Transfer

negative

promvpo
poor N ' {“3 )'\ negative
usourcos ! 1b\ blognphlcal

bureaucratic (10b) \ (3. high

organisation " symptons

+CONDITIONAL /

. nocratle , . | low
\oanm i 8a ' / f(aﬂ problems
open ,'7,) » 4g ) Socil
social . patient

process I 6a ,4/
poshtive
lotter
Model 5.1.3. Case 1 with Rejected Transfer
negative
proto-type
poor ‘/ 5b ) negative
resources ' 8D ° AT gl:lgraphm
N\
Wﬂ:nc (1°b)\ \ TN ‘/( 3a ) :gptons
\‘[ 1Mo o
\  REJECTED )
democratic . . . low
team ! ?‘ : - /f{ 2b) probiems
open \ 1 socla!
soca | 78! o’ 4] Cent
process ( 6a e -
positive
letter
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Models 5.1.1., 5.1.2. and 5.1.3. describe the decision making process
with the three pcssible outcomes in Case 1.

All ten attributes and their internal relationships are identical in these mo-
dels. There are, however, considerable differences between the models.

Medel 5.1.1. illustrates a decision when the transfer of a patient is ac-
cepted. The model suggests that this process will be understood as giving
emphasie on positive aspects of the patient. The team is likely to work
cooperaiively (7a and 8a) in an open and democratic atmosphere. The
positive letter (6a) from the consulting psychiatrist plays a central role in
the process. Negative biographical data (1b) results in negative proto-type
(5b), which in turn weakens patients chances of transfer (9b) in a bu-
reaucratic organisation (10b). It seems likely that in this case, when many
negative aspects have to be overcome, the transfer is based primarily on
trusting personal relationships between the people who are involved in
the decision making (6a, 7a, 8a).

In Model 5.1.2. the decision is conditional. Poor organisational resources
(9b) hinder an immediate transfer which were supported by the positive
letter (6a) and the team (7a, open social process). Patient variables do
not directly impact on this decision, and it seems likely that the local
hospital has real difficulties in placing the patient.

In Model 5.1.3. with rejected transfer, the decision is primarily bureau-
cratic (10b). The case has been mainly assessed from the organisational
point of view: the local hospital does not see any resources (9b) to place
this kind of patient (1b, 3a, 5b). The social process (7a) and team compo-
sition (8a) have little or no effect on the decision, and the letter (6a) from
the consulting psychiatrist plays a trivial mnle.

5.7. THREE ACTUAL CASES

As mentioned earlier, the thirty attributes of this study can appear in
1bout sixty thousand different combinations with the threc outcomes
(transfer accepted, conditional or rejected). A conceptual model can be
built to depict the relationships between the attributes in each com-
bination. Information of these relationsh.ps is available in Matrix 5.1.

Q 72
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A model gives a hypothetical picture of an actual case.

Three decision making processes concerning actual patients are ncw
analysed to assess the relevance of conceptual models in describing
individual cases.

The case studies have been carried out in the foliowing phases:

(1)
()
3)
(4)
()

A combination of attributes to characterize a case is given by a mem-
ber of the original study.

Tne information structure (Matrix 5.1.) is used to identify relationships
between the attributes in the combination.

A conceptual model is built to show the relationships between the
attributes in this particular combination.

The case is then described by one of the present authors using only
the information available in the conceptual model.

The relevance of this information is assessed by the research team
member, who has access to more detailed information about the
patient and about the actual circumstances in which the decision took
place.

The attributes in the models are given in the same order to make it easier
to have visual comparisons between the models.

18]
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Case 5.2.1. A Rejected Transfer (Harry)

The following attribute combination was chosen by the team member to

characterize this case:

Biographical Data
Behaviour Problems
Psycnotic Symptoms
Social Functioning
Patient Proto-Type
Letter

Social Prucess
Team Composition
Resources
Organisation
DECISION

oo NOARWN =

1n neutral
2b low

3b low

4n neutral
5b negative
6a positive
7b restrictive
8b autocratic
9b poor

10b bureaucratic
11b rejected

The information of Type 2 relationships to the above attributes is available
in Matrix 5.1. (rows 2, 6, 9, 11, 15, 16, 21, 24, 27, 30, and 33).

Model 5.2.1. shows, how the attributes in this combination are related to

each other.

Model 5.2.1. Rejected Transfer in Case 5.2.1.

bureaucratic
organisation (1 ob
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Description

Model 5.2.1. suggests how different variables of the decision making
process are related when considering the transfer of the patient (Harry).
The transfer was rejected.

The positive letter (6a) of the consulting psychiatrist is most obviously
based on irnformation of the patient’s low behaviour problems (2b) and low
psychotic symptoms (3b). The letter and fairly positive patient information
(1n, 2b, 3b, 4n) do not have much influence on the decision, which is
primarily based on the negative proto-type of the patient (5b). The
negative proto-type does not have any relation to other variables of the
patient. The model does not show any explanation to why the proto-type
is negative. Decision is made in a bureaucratic organisation (10b) with
little or no team cooperation (7b, 8b). The model shows, that the organi-
sational aspects (7b, 8b, 9b, 10b) are closely related to each other, and
the information concerning the patient is mostly omitted.

Assessment

"Clinically the patient did not demonstrate obvious pathology but had a
history of minor heterosexual offending but with a flavour which caused
anxiety about the consequences should offending escalate in serious-
ness.

The model clearly separates the current ‘wellness' of the patient from the
anxiety of the local hospital, expressed througi: the negative stereotype
held of the patient, about the oatient's future behaviour. This separation
was cleary observed in the case history.

The patient was referred to a poorly resourced old style large mental
ilness hospital where psychiatric medicine still operated on traditional
lines. The model also clearly separates out these issues and attaches
appropriate importance to them in the outcome of the transfer process.

Overall relevance of the model is very good."
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Case 5.2.2. An Accepted
The attribute combination

Biographical Data
Behaviour Problems
Ps'chotic Symptoms
Social Functioning
Patient Proto-Type
Letter

Social Process
Team Composition
Resources
Qrganisation
DECISION

SO0 NOU AWM

— kb

Transfer (Susan)
allocated by the team member is given below.

1a positive
2a hig

3b low

4b non-social
5b negative
6a positive
7a open

8a democratic
9n medium
10a professional
11a accepted

Information of Type 2 relations to the attributes of this combination is

available in Matrix 5.1. (r

ows 1.4, 9, 12, 15, 1F 19, 22, 26, 28, and 31).

Model 5.2.2. shows the relationships betwean ti.. attributes in this case.

Model 5.2.2. Accepted Transfer in Case 5.2.2.

medium
resources

professional

oryanisation (‘00\)

toam (68
open
social
piocess

negative
prato-type

{on?

AN |0W
\‘ ( 3b ) symptons
] 11a
1
- ACCEPTED
- “»a) high
/ (_2_:) problomis
\/
non-social
(78} L patient
{6a)
postiive
letter
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Description

Model 5.2.2. gives a hypothesis of why the transfer of the patient (Susan)
has been accepted. The positive letter (6a) is likely to emphasize her
positive biographical data (1a) and her low psychotic symptoms (3b). This
information is taken into consideration in the decision making process as
shown in the model. The patient proto-type is negative (5t;, and it mainly
results from her severe behaviour problems (2a) and non-social »haviour
(4b). Nevertheless, this has not prevented the cooperative t*  ;7a, 8a),
working in the professional organisation (10b), from accepting the patient
into the local hospital, although the resources are not necessarily very
good (9n). The decision making process is patient-centered.

Assessment

“The patient had a long standi~, i v+ from early adolescence of
disruptive and self destructive b - . v.yr .Although from a good 'middle
class' background she had spar: .1 <¢ of her life in institutions of one
type or another. She also hac' «+ “ii5. ~ . ory of rejection by various hospi-

tals on the grounds of the intr .i. ' ...y <t her behaviour.

The model demonstrates the link between her behaviour and sterentypical
image and separates these from the reiative absence of psychotic or
severe n. ;-otic features - both in terms of their clinical separation and in
relation to :he dependent decision. The crucial importance of the
individually centered' professional approach possessed by the clinical
team acceptinn the patient is also highlighted by the model. The impor-
tance of the patient's middle class background is probably ov.r-
emphasized and in reality was noi overtly acknowledged to be relevant.

Overall assessment of the model: good.”
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Case 5.2.3. A Rejected Transfer (Allan)

The attribute combination chosen by the team member to characterize
Case 5.2.3. is given below:

1. Biographical Data 1b negative
2. Behaviour Problems  2a high

3. Psychotic Symptoms  3b low

4. Social Functioning 4a social

5. Patient Proto-Type 5n neutral

6. Letter 6a positive

7. Social Process 7a op&n

8. Team Composition 8a democratic
9. Resources 9a good

10. Organisation 10a professional
11. DECISION 11b rejected

Type 2 relations to the attributes in this combination can be found in
Matrix 5.1. (rows 3, 4, 9, 10, 14. 16, 19, 22 25, 28, and 33).

Model 5.2.3. Reiected Transfer in Case §.2.3.

neutra
proto-type

i&nj

good
resuUICES

professions!
organisative (10' )

open
socia!
process
positive
letter
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Description

Model 5.2.3. demonstrates how the transfer of the patient (Allan) is rejec-
ted. The case is probably carefully coisidered by the cooperative, open
team (7a, 8a), which works in the professional organisation (10a). Resour-
ces were good (9a) to place a patient. The positive letter (6a), which
supports the transfer, is likely to emphasize the patient's low psychotic
symptoms (3b) and his social behaviour (4a). There is, however, some
ambiquity of the patient proto-type (5n), which remains non-related in the
model. The transfer is rejected primarly by the information of negative
biographical data (1b) and of severe behaviour problems (2a).

Assessment

“The patient was first admitted to secure care when in his 20's following a
single index offence. He was transferred to an open hospital in his 60's
after a long period of trouble free behaviour. Very shortly after transfer he
attempted his index offence and was immediately returned to secure care.
Some 15 years later his transfer was again attempted but on this oc-
casion immediately rejected on the grounds that despite his age he was
still too dangerous.

The model correctly identifies the dramatic nature of the behaviour
problem in the decision to reject. However, the model fails to provide any
clues as to why, for this patient, all the positive organisational indicators
should here failed to impact on the decision and is therefore less useful in
this case than in cases 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 in shedding light on the decision
process. To have done this the description of the model would have
needed more information particularly as to the valency of the positive and
negative aspects.”
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5.8. DISCUSSION

The information structure (here: Matrix 5.1.) is in a central position in pro-
ducing conceptual models. Definition of concept relations for the matrix by
individual judgements (cf. the statements in the Appendix 5.1.) is always
more or less influenced by personal values and views. Therefore, the
suggested relations given in the matrix are open to criticism. On the other
hand, such subjectivity is the norm for most decision-making in real life
situations.

Nevertheless, the case studies indicate, that the information structure,
Matrix 5.1., serves as a good basis for building conceptual models of
decision making. The case studies show that the models give relevant
pictures about the processes. However, Case 5.2.3. points out that a
deeper understanding of decision making process may need more
information than is available in the model.

The information structure is built here by statements of linear concept
relations. A decision making process does not necessarily always follow
these general rules. A decision can in some occasions be 'illogical’ or in
contradiction to general views of how different things are related. The
process can also be a 'power game' where those in a position to make a
decision may base the derision on some other factors than those inclu-
ded in the information structure (cf. Kakabadse et al. 1988). Or there is
some specific information outside the conceptual framework of the study
which is necessary to understand a particular process. This became
obvious especially in Case 5.2.3.

Alltogether, this study supports the use of conceptual models to clarify the
structure of a decision making process. Even the 'blind’ case descriptions
by models, without detailed information, proved capable of giving relevant
information of what actually happened in the processes.

Conceptual models could be used to analyse different decision making

processes, to simulate different decision alternatives, and in training of
decision making skills.
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APPENDIX 5.1. Assumptions of Concept Relations

A statement indicates a linear relation to the variable.

in brackets are the variables which are considered not to have a direct relation to the variable in

question
¢ Indicates a trend towards a relation as stated
. refers to the cell in the Information Structure (Matrix 5.1, p. 170)

1. Patient Biographical Data (positive - neutral - negative)

cell*®

1/2 The less behaviour problems the more positive biodata
1/3- (Psychotic Symptoms)

1/4°  The more social patient the niore positive biodata
1/8. (Proto-Type)

1/6- (Letter)

1/7- (Team/Social Process)

1/8- (Team Composition)

1/9- (Resources)

1/10-  (Organisation Type)

1/11- (Decision)

2. Behaviour Probiems (high - medium - low)

cali**

N The more negative biodata the more behaviour problems
2/3 The more psychatic symptoms the more hehaviour probiems
2/4 The more non-social the more behaviour problems

2/5- (Proto- Type)

2/6- (Letter)

277 (Team/3ocial Process)

/8- (Team Composition)

2/9- (Resources)

2/10-  (Organisation Type)

211- (Decision)

3. Psychotlc Symptons (high - medium - low)

cell**

n. (Biociata)

3r2- (Behaviour Problems)
3/4- (Social Functioning)
5 (Proto-Type)

3/6- (Letter)

3r7- (Team/Social Process)
/8- (Team Composition)
9- (Resources)

i GEER e BEST OGRY AVAILAGL
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4. Social Functioning (soclal - neutral - non-social)

celi**
a1
42
43
4/5-
4/6-
477
4/8-
4/9-
410
411

The more positive biodata the mors social patient
The less behaviour problems the mors swcial patient
The less psychotic symptoms the more social patient
(Proto-Type)

(Letter)

(TeamsSocial Process)

(Team Composition)

(Resources)

(Organisation Type)

{Decision)

S. Patient Proto-type (positive-neutral-negative)

cell*®
&/1
572
§/3-
5/4
5/6-
517-
5/8-
§/9-
§/10-
§/11-

The more positive patient biodata the more pr.sitive proto-type
The less behaviour problems the more positive proto-type
(Psychotic Symptoms)

The more social patient the more positive proto-type

(Letter)

(Team/Socla! Process)

(Team Composition)

(Resources)

(Organisation Type)

(Decision)

6. Letter (positive - neutral - negative)

cell**
6/1
6/2
673
6/4
6/5
6/7
6/8.
6/9-
6/10-
6/11.

The more positive biodata the more positive letter
The less behaviour probiems the more positive letter
The less psychotic symptoms the more positive letter
The more social patient the more positive letter

The more positive proto-type the more positive letter
(Team/Social Process)

(Team Composition)

(Resouices)

(Organisation Type)

(Decigion)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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7. Socisl Prucess (open - neutral - restrictive)

celi**

m. (Patient Biodata)

772 (Behaviour Problems)

7n- (Psychotic Symptoms)

2la- (Social Functioning)

715 (Proto-Type)

7/6- (Letter)

718* The more democratic team the more open process
719 (Resources)

7110 The less bureauctatic organisation the more open process
1. (Decision)

8. Team Composttion (democratic - neutral - autocratic)

cell**

e8n. (Patien! Biodata)

8/2- (Behaviour Problems)

8/3. (Psychotic Symptoms)

8/4- (Soclal Functioning)

8/5-  (Proto-Type)

8/6- (Letter)

87 The more open socia! process the more democratic team
8/9 The less resources the more autocratic team

8/10° The less bureaucratic organisation the more democratic team
A/11-  (Decision)

9. Regources (good - medium - poor)

cell**

9. (Patient biodata)

9/2- (Behaviour Problems)
9. (Psychotic Symptoms)
9/4-  (Soclal Functioning)
9/5 The more positive patient proto-type the better resources for transfer
9/6- (Letter)

9/7- (Team/Social Process)
9/8- (Team Composition)
9/10-  (Organigation)

9/11-  (Decision)

Q O
EMCM 1 N
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10. Organisation Type (protessional - neutral - bureaucratic)

cell**
10/1-
107-
1073-
10/4.
1075
10/6-
1077
10/8*
10/9-
10/11.

(Patient Biodata)

(Behaviour Probiems)

(Psychotic Symptoms)

{Social Functioning)

(Proto-Type)

(Letter)

The more open team process the less bureaucrahc organisation

The more democratic team composition the less burgaucratic organisation
(Resources)

(Decision)

11. Decislon (accepted - conditional - rejected)

cell**
1mn
172
173
11/4
11/5
11/6
17
11/8°
19
1110

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The more positive patient biodata the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The less behaviout problems the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The less psychotic symptoms the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The more social patient the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The more positive patient proto-type the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The more positive letter the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The more open social process of the team the more likely that the transter will be accepted
The more democratic team the more likely that the transfer will be accepted

The better resources the more lixely that the transfer will ba accepted

The more professional organisation the more likely that the transfer will be accepted
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CHAPTER 6.

TRANSFORMING A GENERAL MODEL INTO INDIVIDUAL MODELS
Individual Models of Aftective Experience of Unemployment

Seppo Kontlalnen and Jyri Manninen

Abstract

The paper introduces how a general model can be transformed into individual
models by applying Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA). The general model for
explaining the affective experience of unemployed men was developed by Payne
and Hartley (1987) in a study of about four hundred unemployed men in England.
The general model includes the conceplual categories and the cuncepls for this
study.

By using DCA it is possible to build an individual model for all possible cases with
their own characteristics. For instance, whun there are in this study sixteen con-
cepts and aliogether fourty eight aftributes, it is possible to point out more than
fourty three million different combinations of aftributes to describe individual
variation in how the unemployment could be experienced. Each of these com-
binations or potential cases could be depicted by an individual conceptual model!.

A conceplual immndel makes a hypothesis of the structure and dynamical nature of
an actual situation. The paper demonstrates by two case studies (unemployed men
in Surrey) how to build individual models in the framework of the gerieral model.
Individual models give more detailed information about the experience of unemploy-
ment when compared with the general model. An individual model makes it easier
o assess the relevance of information in a real context. Case studies give promi-
sing results of the use of conceptual models in describing a complex phenomenon
at the individual level.

Conceptual models may also hslp to analyse individual processes of change (a
saries of models), and simulations with future models may be useful when search-
ing various alternatives for change.
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6.1. INTRODUCTION

A general model explaining the affective experience of unemployment
was developed by Payne and Hartley (1987) to predict variations in the
psychological experience of unemployment. In the model they proposed
an integrative framework for current research on psychological experience
of unemployment.

The stress model of the psychological experience of unemployment
(Payne & Hartley 1987, 39) is used here as a starting point ior new
analyses. The general model provides the concepts and the previous
analyses the basic information needed for building individual models;
some empirical results of the earlier study are now taken into further
analyses.

An aim of this paper is to introduce the Dynamic Concept Analysis (cf.
Chapter 1.) as a method of transforming a general model into individual
models. Individual models are considered central in understanding
experiences of unemployment. Unemployed people do not have anything
like universality of experience. This paper gives examples of using
general information about the affective experience of unemployment in
descriptions, of individual cases.

6.2. A GENERAL MODEL

The general model, the Stress Model of the Psychological Experience of
Unemployment by Payne and Hartley (1987, 39) includes four categories:

(A) Conditioning variables

(B) Personal attributes

(C) Perceptions of the environment
(D) Curront aftective states.

These categories include the following variables:




(A)

Transtorming a General Model into Individual Models

CONDITIONING VARIABLES

1. Financial worries (refers to subjective experience of financial-
situation).

2. Financial behaviours (whether an unemployed has had to sell
things, to get loans and/or to give up hire purchase agreements).

3. Income change (whether the income level is now better, the same
or worse than earlier).

4. Health (reported physical health).

5. Health change (reported health change).

‘Social status', a conditioning variable of the original study, is not included
in this study because it has relatively litle interaction with the other
variables as shown in Table 6.2.

(B)

PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES

6. External control (the beliefs about the degree to which one has
control over one's fate).

7. Employment commitment (the degree to which a person is com-
mitted to being in employment).

8. Coping tactics (the tactics to cope with the difficulties vary from
‘frequent’ to 'infrequent’).

PERCEPTIONS OF ENVIRONMENT

9. Problems (perceived problems associated with being unemployed).

10. Support (the amount of help given to an individual by other
people and organizations to cope with problems of unemployment).

11. Opportunities (perceived opportunities of unemployment).
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(D) CURRENT AFFECT

12. GHQ-anxiety (anxiety as measured by the General Health Ques-
tionnaire).

13. GHQ-dapression (depression as measured by the General Health
Questionnaire).

14. Yesterday strain (as felt onthepreceding day).
15. Yesterday pleasure (as felt on the preceding day).
16. Felt threat (threat of continuing unemployment).

A more detailed discussion of the variables and their connections to the
literature and previous studies is available in the original paper (ibid.,
34-37).

The general model (Model 6.1.) suggests that the stressfulness of the
environment is a function of the relative balance between the problems
facing the unemployed and the degree of support under which these
problems are faced (ibid., 33).

The arrows from one box to another are used to indicate conditioning
effects. The arrows are double headed because it is recognized that, for
example, current affect can influence perceptions of the anvironment,
though the implicit causal implication is that environmental changes
primarily lead to changes in affective experience. Becoming re-employed,
for example, leads to conciderable improvement in mental health. (Payne
& Hartley 1987, 33; see also Lahelma 1989.)

Model 6.1. is a rather ordinary general model which gives the categories
and a structure with the variables which are concerned central in under-
standing the experience of unemployment. It is supposed in the general
model that there are interrelationships between the variables within and
between different categories. These relationships are analysed in the
original study by correlational inethods.

However, it is assumed in this study that Model 6.1. gives a reasonable
structure and the central concepts to study experiences in unemployment,

Q
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but it is too general for analyses of individual cases. This is why there is a
need to transform the general model into individual models.

Model 6.1. The Stress Model of the Psychological Experience of Un-
employment (Payne & Hartley 1987, 39)

Conditioning Variables
.  Finercisl worries
! Financial hehaviours
| income change
. Reported haaith
i Hoeakh change
l Sodal class
r et ]!) LT\ \\\ SO O U U S ST
| perceptions of i ! | Current Affect '
| Environment i | l
! Felth tveat of contin
;' Supports | — s [ unemploymen uro |
i Problems : ' Anxiety
| omnis | | Qo |
| | ! yosterday
. | Pleasure feR yesterday B
\F‘\\ - ]
} Personal Attributes
' Extemaitty
' Emoloymen commitment
' Coping tactics
l

The dynamic concept analysis enables the transformation of Model 6.1.
into individual models. The structure and the variables of Model 6.1. will
be used in this study in building individual models.

The transformation of Model 6.1. into individual models is carried out in
the following sequence:

(1) The information structure of affective experience of unemployment
(Matrix 6.1.) is built by the correlations between the variables in the
original study (Table 6.2.),

(2) The nature of concept relations is expressed as statements (cf.
Appendix pp. 210-213) to specity the meaning of the cell information
in Matrix 6.1., and finally,
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(3) Two individual models are built and described by the information of
concept relations in Matrix 6.1. to demonstrate how individual cases
could be studied in the general framework of the previous study.

6.3. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

As shown in Chapter 1 (pp. 10-12) there are five different ways how two
concepts (A and B) can be related with each other:

Typa 1, no relation (A B)

Type 2; one-way relation (A<--B)

Type 3; two-way relation (A<-->B)

Type 4; a relation via a third concept (A<-->C<--B)
Type 5; a relation via a longer chain of concepts.

The conceptual categories and the variables of affective experience of
unempioyment are now taken in further analyses by Dynamic Concept
Analysis, DCA. Each concept is divided into three subconcepts, attributes,
to indicate individual variation. For example, financial worries (Concept 1)
can be ‘high' (1a), ‘medium’ (1n) or 'low' (1b). The concepts and their
attributes are given in Table 6.1.

(‘()
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Table 6.1. Concepts and Attributes of Unemployment

Concepts Attributes
1. Financial worries ta high in medium 1b low
2. Financial behaviours 2a action 2n neutral 2b inaction
3. Income change 3a better 3n neutral 3b worse
4, Heatth 4a good 4n medium  4b poor
5. Health change 5a better 5n neutral 5b worse
6. Extemal control 6a high 6n medium  6b low
7. Employment commitment 7a high 7n medium  7b low
8. Coping tactics 8a frequent 8n medium 8L infrequent
9. Problems 9a high 9n medium  Sb low
10. Support 10a high 10n medium 10b low
11, Opportunities 11a high 11n medium 11b low
12. Anxiety 12a high 12n medium 12b low
13. Depression 13a high 13n medium 13b low
14. Yesterday strain 14a high 14n medium 14b low
15, Yesterday pleasure 15a high 15n medium 15b low
16. Felt threat 16a high 16n mediuin  16b low

The type of relationships between two attributes (Types 1-5) vary accor-
ding to the attribute combination selected to describe a particular case.

This study includes 16 conceptual categories and altogether 48 charac-
teristics or attributes. The number of possible combinations of ributes is
now more than 43 million (Chapter 1, p. 23). Every combination (and a
potential case) could be individually described by a conceptual model
using the information of concept relations available in an information
structure (Matrix 6.1.).

The next step in this study is to build an information structure of rela-
tionships between the concepts of Tablg 6.1.
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6.4. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF AFFECTIVE EXPERIENCE OF
UNEMPLOYMENT

The variables of affective experience of unemployment will be analysed
here by the Dynamic Concept Analysis, DCA. The information structure
includes information of relationships between the variables in the study,
and it serves as basis for integrating information in conceptual models.

The relationship between two concepts can be linear or non-linear (ct.
Chapter 1, pp. 10-12). This study is based on hypotheses of linear rela-
tionships between variables given in the earlier study (Payne & Hartley
1987) as shown in the following.

The model was tested empirically in the original study by a sample of 399

men who had been unemployed for between 6 to 12 months. The correla-
tion matrix of the original study is given in Table 6.2.

Table 6.2. Zero-order Correlation Matrix (Payne & Hartley 1987, 40).

1. financial worries &3 +14 -29 -20 19 31 18 44 05 -07 39 24 2% -21 37 10
2. Financial behaviours “01 -24 15 04 -0 12 21 08 02 25 15 18 -08 27 04
3. tncome change *03 07 04 -17 -0& -11 -01 <02 -10 00 -03 04 :08 12
4. Health 39 -26 -10 -13 -32 02 02 <40 -40 +32 26 -43 -09
5. Health change <17 -14 -13 07 08 03 -32 -26 28 24 -32 00
6. External control 12 16 41 -10 01 32 41 21 -22 ¥ 22
7. Employment commitment 20 42 11 01 30 1% 16 -14 21 06
8. Coping tactics 28 22 32 31 22 28 -04 25 -02
9. Problems -07 ‘02 62 &b 41 38 55 1%
10. Support 25 *9% -13 <05 14 -12 -02
11. Opportunities 00 -02 -03 22 -03 -16
12. GHO-anxiety 59 &6 -32 6% -0V
13. GHO-depression 38 -27 S8 o8
14. Yesterday strain -50 4«8 03
15. vesterday pleasure -3k <06
16. felt threat 01

17. Social status

Max., h:399 )
when r=0.08, P:0.05; when r=0.13, P=0.0}

The correlations given in Table 6.2. are now used as basis for building
the information structure by DCA. The Information Structure of Psycholo-
gical Experience of Unemployment is given in Matrix 6.1.

Only significant correlations (p<.01) in Table 6.2. are taken into account
when defining relationships between the concepts. A correlation can be
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presented as a statement to characterize the relation between two
concepts. A statement gives the content to a cell in the information
structure. Statements of relationships are given in the Appendix (pp. 212-
125).

The correlations at p<.01 gave good basis for making reasonable state-
ments of the relationships. The correlations at p<.001 (r>.17) did not
produce a more informative information structure, but exciuded some
relationships which proved sensible when making statements about the
relationships.

Matrix 6.1. includes information only about linear relationships between
the concepts. As stated in Chapter 1.6.1. (pp. 29-30), a non-significant
correlation may indicate that there is no relation between the two vari-
ables or that the relationship is non-linear. The possible non-linear rela-
tionships should be studied by the raw data of the original study; this data
was not available in this study. A new data base has already been col-
lected for furthe: studies.

202

Q 195




Seppo Kontiainen - Jyri Manninen

Matrix 6.1. Information Structure of Psychological Experience of

Unemployment
CONCEPTS 1 2 3 4 ] [} 7 8 ? 10 1 12 13 1% 15 1%
Row Attrites  enbanbanbanbsnbanbanbenbanbanbanbanbanbanbanbanb
i 1a high b b b
2|1, FINNCIAL 1n mxdium n n n
MPRIES Ib tow [] 8 is :
3 o actian |8 bl b » i a
5|2, FINMCIAL 2 reutral n n n n h n
6| BEFAVIQRS & rection b a a b b
7 33 better i
8(3. INOE CHMNE 3n reutral 1
9 3 worse .
10 43 goad b b b b
114, HEALTH & mdium n n n n
12 ___%b poor [ A a A
13 Sa better b b
165, HEALTH CHANCE  S5n reutrat n n
15 B wrse [ [}
16 &a high . b b . b a []
17]6. EXTERNAL én medium n n n n n n n
18; __CONTRQL &b low b [ 3 bia b b
191 78 high a b b a R a T a
"20{7. MPLoMENT 7n medium n n n n ! on ! \ ‘ n o,
4! COMM] THENT b low b a 3 b i H b, i b
?54-_ & treqont |a bj bls a a a i a s 1 g !
2318, COPING TACIHICS 8amediun .- n n n n|n n n | "'n n | von g
26 & infreqint b a a b b b b ! b, b | by
. % high ) ) a 1 | 1 H !
{269, pecBLEe 9 redium n n n v P
127; D low b s b, . —
128 10a high 2 il : |
!2'0|10. SUPPRCRT 10n medium n ! '
| 100 lem b, —
3 11a high [ » a ' ;
RIT1.OPRTNITIES 11n medium n n H
11b low b b i1
% 12a high s |a bl bls [a [a [a 1 la
35012, ANXIETY 12n medium n n n n n n n n | : i n
12 low bl b s |a bl b bl b : 1oy
37 132 high . [ b bja ] a b; a \ i ta
38113, DEPRESSION 130 mchium n n n n n n n n n | | - C
30 135 low b b a 8 b b bia b : b
%) 14 high a Ja b ble [a [a |n a  ja 1a
41[16, Y-STRAIN 140 medium n n n n n n n n n jn | I n
%3 145 Low bj__b o8 bl bl bl b b, b bj
a3 15a high b ] [] b b bja a b b b
G115, Y-PLEASRE 150 madium n n n n n n n n n n n
3] 15 tow 0] b bla 8 [] b bja ] 8
) 163 high . [} b bla [} [} a a a 8 b
7116, FELT THREAT 1én medium n n n n r n n n n n n n
&8 1 low b b [} & b b b b W b bia !

- A cell shows the relationship between two corcepts.
* A rad shows the sttributes with Type 2 (A<:+8) relation to the attribute 1n question,

It is recognized here that a zero order correlation coefficient as such may
be an insufficient measure of a relationship. A correlation can be Spu-
rious, i.e. caused by an intervening variable. According to Simon (1971) it
is possible to use a theoretical framework and common sense to analyse
conceptual relations according to correlation coefficient. A more appro-
priate approach would be a multivariate analysis or an analysis of higher
order partial correlations.
AR
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Transforming a General Model into individuai Models

In the cells of Matrix 6.1. positive and negative correlations get the fol-
lowing formats:

a positive a negaciye
correlation a correlation b

An empty cell indicates that there is a non-significant correlation between
the two concepts, or it is considered not reasonable to make a statement.

For example, the relationship between Concept 1 'Financial Worries' and
Concept 3 'Income change' can be expressed as follows (cf. the Appen-
dix; 1/3):

1/3 The worse income change the more financial worries

This statement indicates a significant negative correlation, and appears in
Matrix 6.1. in Cell 1/3:

(3) Income

Change
Ja 3n 3b
high la b
(1) Financial Worries medium 1ln n
low Ib ja

Inspite of the significant correlation between these two concepts, this
relationship is given only in Cell 1/3 but not in Cell 3/1. It was not con-
sidered sensible to state in Cell 3/1 'the more financial worries the worse
income change' because the financial worries as such are not likely to
have this kind of influence on the income change. This is why Cell 3/1 is
left empty, and the information of the correlation between the two va-
riables appears only in Cell 1/3. This causes asymmetry in the matrix.

The 1ows of Matrix 6.1. are central in building conceptual models. A row
gives the other attributes which have Type 2 (A<--B) relation to the
attribute in question. A conceptual model for a particular combination of
attributes in a case can be built by combining all Type 2 relations in a
model: the final model may include all five types of relations. Use of the
information is now demonstrated by two case studies.
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6.5. CASE STUDIES

A conceptual modei gives a hypothesis of how different attributes are
likely to become relatea in a real life situation. Thus the two case studies
presented in this paper are primarily conceptual analyses which give
hypotheses of actual experience of unemployment. How well a model
represents an actual case should be tested in the real context. Never-
theless, the primary intention of this study is to demonstrate how a
general model could be transformed by DCA into individual models. New
empirical studies have already started to analyse further the concepts of
this study and to produce a more reliable information structure including
possible non-linear relationships, too. Case stud'es of this paper show
how the transformation of the general model! into i ‘vidval models can be
carried out by applying DCA.

The individual experience of unemployment will be analyzed by concep-
tual models in two cases. They are two middle aged unemployed men
from Surrey, England. The analyses include the following phases:

(1) The unemploved men were asked to select one attribute under each
concept to characterize their own life situation.

(2) The Information Structure (Matrix 6.1.) is used in building a concep-
ti.al model of the case with his particular attribute combination.

(3) The models were analysed and described by the authors.

(4) The two men were asked to assess their cwn model and the descrip-
tion of it: how well the hypotheses of their life situations fit with their
own experience.

Two models are built to find out a structure of these individual life situa-
tions.
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Case 1: a fourty years old man; unemployed for ten years

The following attributes were chosen by him to describe his life situation:

1. Financial worries 1a high

2. Financial behaviours 2a action
3. Income change 3b worse
4. Health 4a good
5. Health change 5a better
6. Extemal control 6a high

7. Employment commitment 7a high

8. Coping tactics 8n medium
9. Problems 9a high
10. Support 10n medium
11. Opportunities 11a high
12. Anxiety 12n medium
13. Depression 13n medium
14, Strain 14n medium
15, Pleasure 15n medium
16. Felt threat 16a high

As stated earlier, the information in Matrix 6.1. can be used in building
conceptual models for every combination of attributes. It is shown by the
attribute combination in Case 1, how the relations between attributes can
be identified, and how the model is built.

Information of Type 2 (A<--B) relations to each attribute can be found in
Matrix 6.1. on the row of this particular attribute.

For instance, Row 1 in Matrix 6.1. shows that there are three attributes
(3b, 4b and 5b) with Type 2 relation to 1a (high financial worries):

CONCEPT 1 b4 3 [3 H [) 7 8 e 1w N 12 13 % 1% 1%
Row Attritates gnbesnbenhenbenbenbenbanbanbanbanbanbanbanbanbeanbd
1 18 high b b b
2|V FWRRIES tn mediuvm n n n
b low R [} [} [

This suggests that in general the weakened income level (3b), poor
health (4b) and the health change towards worse (5b) have a Type 2
(A<--B) relation to 1a (high financial worrics). The relations to 1a can be
expresse~ as follows:
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When building a model for Case 1, the Type 2 (A<--B) relations tc =very
attribute in this particular combination should be identified as above.
These relations can be found on the following rows in Matrix 1:

Attribute

ta 2a 3b 4a S5a 6a 7a 81 9a 10n t1a 12n 13n 14n 15n 16a

1 4 9 10 13 16 19 283 25 29 31 35 38 41 44 46

Row/Matrix 6.1.

When all Type 2 relations are put together in Model 6.1.1, some relations
may change into Type 3 (A<-->B) relation, or two attributes can found a
relation via a third attribute (Type 4) or via a longer chain of relationships
(Type 5), or twa attributes can have no connection (Type 1).
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Model 6.1.1. Individual Experience of Unemployment in Case 1

A. Conditioning Variables

_p 28 action in ~ 5a better
( - 1-behaviours -health change .
' Y '
— . . f-wnmes
3b worso'/' T Zdagood
Fonange | heam
C. Perception of Environment I B. Current Affect
| A mediin, '
\_suppon o
1iahigh
.opportunities
\|__ ; Safigh
" problems_ €

D. Personal Attributes

The description of Model 6.1.1. will be given at first under each main
category of the variables. Comments and conclusions are then made to
point out some central characteristics of the case.

(A) CONDITIONING VARIABLES

1. Financial worries 1a high

2. Financial behaviours  2a action
3. Income change 3b worse
4. Health 4a good
5. Health change 5a better

Model 6.1.1. indicates that the worse income level (3b) is a primary cause
to financial worries (1a). These worries and other problems of this life
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situation have made him to develop various actions to balance the
financial situation (1a and 9a with 2a).

His health is good (4a), even better than earlier (5a): this could serve
good basis for developing positive attitudes towards life. Nevertheless,
good health has a less powerful position in the model. Good health is
like'v to be taken as granted.

(B) PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES

6. External control 6a high
7. Employment commitment  7a high
8. Coping tactics 8n medium

The problematic lite situation with financial worries is likely to make him
feel to be other directed, i.e. to be externally controlled and not free to
decide upon his own matters (1a and 9a with 6a).

High employment commitment (7a) results in the model from the financial
worries, the worse inccme level, many problems related to the everyJday
life, and from the threat of continuing unemployment (1a, 3b, 9a and 16a
with 7a). Therefore, re-employment is likely to be regarded by him as a
means to solve these problems.

The support he has received and some strain make him to find tactics ‘o
cope with this life situation (10n and 14n with 8n). Developing new tactics
could be seen as an aftempt to find an exit from the feelings of anxiety
and depression (12n and 13n with 8n).

(C) PERCEPTION OF ENVIRONMENT

9. Problems 9a high
10. Support 10n medium
11. Opportunities 11a high

There are many problems (9a) in his everyday lite The model suggests
that these problems are primarily due to financial worries (1a), external
control {(6a} and high employment commitment (7a).

2UY
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He seeks external support (8n with 10n); he tries to develop tactics to
cope with difficulties and to solve them by the help of others.

Although there are potentially good opportunities (11a) to change the
present situation, this does not have many practical consequences: 11a
does not have any link to the other variables in the model. These oppor-
tunities are not necessarily taken by him very seriously or he may have
difficulties to use these opportunities.

(D) CURRENT AFFECT

12. Anxiety 12n medium
13. Depression 13n medium
14. Strain 14n medium
15. Pleasure 15n medium
16. Felt threat 16a high

Moderately frequent, but perhaps rather unsuccessful attempts to cope
with difficulties cause some anxiety (8n with 12n). Depression (13n)
results in the model partly frcm not necessarily efficient coping tactics.
and partly from feelings of anxiety (8n and 12n with 13n). The model
suggests that the external support is likely to help him to keep at a
tolerable level of depression (10n with 13n).

Medium strain (14n) is due to some difficulties to cope with the present
situation, and to the feelings . anxiety and depression (8n, 12n and 13n
with 14n).

Model 6.1.1. suggests that moderate level of anxiety and rlepression to-
gether with external support bring some pleasure to his life (10n, 12n and
13n with 15n).

The threat of continuing unemployment (16a) results in the model from
high financial worries (1a), from his actions in financial matters (2a), from
external control (6a), from high employment commitment (7a) and from
the problematic life situation (9a). High threat (16a) has a dominant posi-
tion in this model of the individual experience of unemployment; the
situation is experienced by him as stressful and thieatening.
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Conclusions

The financial problems and the income change towards worse reflect to
many activities in his life situation, and to how the present life is ex-
perienced. The physical state is good, even better than earlier. Present
problems are related particularly to the affective experience of unemploy-
ment. Although there are some worries about the present and the future,
he is able to find a fairly good balance in these feelings, and he is able to
develop various strategies to cope with everyday problems. However, the
situation is experienced as problematic, partly due to financial worries,
and partly to his keen orientation towards employment. He has strong
motivation to become employed, and by employment to make the finan-
cial situation better and the life altogether less prablematic and thraaten-
ing. In the present situation he feels not to be free to decide about his
own matters. However, this has not prevented him of being active in
trying to solve everyday problems; in this he has received some support
from other peopie.

In the discussion he assessed the information given by the modei to be
very close to his own experience.
Case 2: a fourty years old man; unemployed for two years

The foilowing attributes were chosen by him to describe his life situation:

1. Financial worries 1n madium

2. Financial behaviours 2a action

3. income change 3b worsse

4. Health 4a good

5. Health change 51 neutral

6. Extemal coritrof b fow

7. Employment commitiment 7n meciuvm

8. Coping tactics Ba frequent

9. Problems 9n medium

10. Suppont 10n madium

11. Opporiunities 1tb low

12. Anxiety 12h low

13. Deprassion 13b tow

t4. Strain 14h Iow

1%. Pleasure 15 meadium

16. Felt threat 160 low
g
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Model 6.1.2. combines the Type 2 (A<--B) relations of each attribute from
Matrix 6.1.

Model 6.1.2. individual Experience of Unemployment in Case 2

A. Conditioning Variables
. 2a acfion n 5n neutral
- {-behaviours healith change

3b worse
i_'CﬂanO \
C. Perception of Environment
16m vrogium
support
11blow
o_pponunhles
s . {8blow oo
problems < / * threat t“—>
76 medium sic /‘
Qmmm! axt. control

D. Personal Attributes

(A) CONDITIONING VARIABLES

1. Financial worries 1n medium
2. Financial behaviours 2a action
3. Income change 3b worse
4. Health 4a good
5. Health change 5n neutral

The financial situation is rather unsatisfactory: the income level is getting
worse (3b). He needs to develop various temporary actions (2a) to
balance the present financial situation. Nevertheless, he is not particulzrly
worried about financial matters (1n), and the model indicates that he is
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likely to feel physically and mentally sound enough to cope with this
situation (4a 'good health’ with 12b 'low anxiety' and 13b 'low depres-
sion’).

(B) PERSONAL ATTRIBUTES

6. External control 6b low
7. Employment commitment  7n medium
8. Coping tactics 8a frequent

In the present sitiiation he feels rather independent (6b) to decide about
his own matters. He has some, but not very strong, orientation towards
getting employed (7n). He develops various tactics to cope with the
present life situation (8a). In the madel 8a is not related to the other attri-
butes: this may refer to his general ‘activity in the life rather than to a
need to change much the present life style.

(C) PERCEPTION OF ENVIRONMENT

8. Problems 9n medium
10. Support 10n medium
11. Opportunities 11b low

He does not seo much opportunities (11b) to change the present situation
although he raceives some external support (10n). This support may help
him to adjust in the existing circumstances, but it does not necessarily
help him to find new structures or strategies. The model indicates that the
external support has a minor role in the total life situation.

Nevertheless, he does not consider the situation very problematic (9n).
The model suggests that this is primarily due to his moderate financial
situation (1n) and to his relatively weak orientation towards employment
(7n).
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(D) CURRENT AFFECT

12. Anxioty 12b low
13. Depression 13b low
14. Strain 14b low
15. Pleasure 15n medium
16. Felt threat 16b low

He has developed a stable affective environment with littie anxiety (12b)
and depression (13b). He does not have strain (14b) or feel threat of
unemgployment. The model indicates that good physical health (4a)
strenghtens these positive feelings: he is likely to feel strong encugh to
cope with everyday problems. Little external control (6b) is likely to make
him feel independent to decide about his own matters. Moderate financial
worries (1n) with problems relating to unemployment (7n, 9n, 10n), may,
to some degree, decrease satisfaction (15n).

Conclusions

During unemployment he has developed an independent and in many
ways satisfactory life style in spite of some obvious difficulties (e.g. worse
income level, difficulties to get employed). Good health and positive
attitudes help him to achieve a balance in the life situation in which
everyday problems are taken more as practical ones without giving them
too much scope and power. He could be characterized as an active and
optimistic surviver.

When assessing the description and the model he fully agreed with the
information given above.
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6.6. DISCUSSION

The paper demonstrates how a general model of affective experience of
unemployment can be transformed by Dynamic Concept Analysis (DCA)
into individual models. Individual models give relevant and detailed
information about the structure and dynamics of a life situation as shown
in the paper.

An aim of DCA analyses is to combine nomothetic and idiographic
approaches so that the same source of information (an information
structure) can be used to describe a phenomenon in general as well as in
individual cases. This study seems to support the view that general
information of concept relations as given in Matrix 6.1. serves as good
basis for describing individual life situations. Transformation of a general
model into individual models by DCA gave promising results.

A conceptual model gives a hypothesis of how different attributes could
be related with each other in a real iife situation. The models should be
assessed in their real contexts. The two cases introduced in this paper
are chosen from a study of 22 cases. The concepts were assessed by
these cases to be relevant to describe the life situation in unemployment.
The cases of this study from England were analysed by the concepts
produced in their own national context of unemployment.

The validity of the models and the descriptions were discussed with each
individual. The descriptions of the life situation based on the individual
models were assessed by the cases to give rather realistic and valid
pictures of their life structures.

Conceptual models may also help to analyse individual processes of
change (a series of models), and simulations with future models may be
useful when searching various alternatives for change.
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APPENDIX 6.1. Statements of Relationships between the Concepts of
Affective Experience of Unemployment

A statement indicates a linear relation (r>.13; p<.01) from another concept to the concept in
question

* the cell in the Intormation Structure (Matrix 6.1., 196)

1. Financlal Worries (high - medium - low)

call

1/3 The worse incoms change the more financial worries (-.14)
1/4 The worse healtk the more financial worries (-.29)

1/5 The worse healtn change the more financial worries (-.20)

2, Flnancial Behaviours (action - neutral - inaction)

cell

2/1 The more financial worries the more action in financial behaviour (.43)
2/4 The worse health the more action in financial behaviour (-.24)

2/5 The worse health change the more action in financial behaviour (-.15)
29 Tha more problems the more action in financial behaviour (.21)

2/16  The more felt threat the more action in financial behaviour {.27)

3. iIncome Change (better - neutral - worse)

4. Health {good - medium - poor)

call

41 The more financial worries the worse health (-.29)
4/9 The more problems the worse health (-.32)

4/12  The more anxiety the worse health (-.40)

4/13  The more depression the worse haalth (-.40)

$. Health Change (better - rieutral - worse)

cell
5N The more financial worries the worse health {-.20)
5/6 The more external control the worse health (-.17)
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6. Extemal Control (high - medium - low)

cell
61
6/4
6/5
6/9
6/12
6/13

The more financial worries the more extemal control (.19)
The worse health the more external control (-.26)

The worse health change the more extemnal control (-.17)
The more problems the more extemal control (.41)

The more anxiety the more external control {.32)

The mora depression the more external contro! (.41)

7. Employment Commitment (high - medium - low)

cell
m
m
715
779
m2
76

The more financial worries the higher employment commitment (.31)
The worse income change the higher employment commitment (-.17)
The worse health change the higher employment commitment (-.14)

Tha more problams the higher employment commitment {.42)

The more anxiety the higher employment commitment (.30)

The more felt threat the higher empioyment commitment (.21)

8. Copinp Tactics (frequent - medium -infrequent)

cell
an
8/4
8/5
8/6
877
8/9
8/10
8/11
812
8/14
816

The more financial worries the more frequent coping tactics (.18)
The worse health the more trequent coping tactics (-.13)

The worse health change the more trequent coping tactics (-.13)
The more external control the more frequent coping tactics (.16)
The more employment commitment the more frequent coping tactics (.20)
The more problems the more frequent coping tactics (.28)

The more support the more frequent coping tactics (.22)

The more opportunities the more frequent coping tactics (.32)
The more anxiety the more frequent coping tactics (.31)

The more strain the more freaquent coping tactics (.28)

The rnore felt threat the more frequent coping tactics (.25)

9. Problems (high - medium - low)

cell
9n

9/4
9/6
9/7

The more financial worries the more problems (.44)

The worse heatlth the more problems (-.32)

The more external control the more problems (.41)

The higher employment commitment the more problems (.42)
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10. Supports (high - neutral - low)

cell
10/8  The more frequent coping tactics the more support (.22)

11. Opportunities (good - medium - poor)

cell
11/8  The more frequent coping tactics the more opportunities (.32)
11710 The more support the more opportunities (.25)

12. Anxlety (high - medium - low)

cell

121 The more financial worries the more anxiety (.39)

122 The more action in financial behaviours the more anxiety (.25)
124 The worsa health the more anxiety (-.40)

12/5  The worse health chatige the more anxiety (-.32)

12/6  The more extarnal control the more anxiety (.32)

12/7  The higher smployment commitment the more anxiety (.30)
12/8  The more frequent coping tactics the more anxiety (.31)
12/9  The more problems the more anxiaty (.62)

1213 The more depression the more anxisty (.59)

12718 The more felt threat the more anxisty (.63)

13. Depression (high - medium - low)

cell

131 The more financial worries the more depression (.24)

13/2  The more action in financial behaviours the more ¢epression (.15)
izia  The worse health the more depression (-.40)

135  The worse health changa the more depression {-.26)

13/6  The more external control the more depression (.41)

13/7  The higher employment commitment the more depression (.14)
13/9  The more problems the more depression (.46)

13/10 The less support the more depression (--13)

13/12  The more anxiety the more depressicn (.59)

1316 The more felt threat the more depression (.58)
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14. Yestorday Strain (high - medium - low)

cell
14/1
14/2
14/4
14/5
14/6
14/7
14/8
14/9
14112
14/13
14/16

The more financial worries the more strain (.25)

The more action in financia! behaviours the more strain {.18)
The worse health the more strain (-.32)

The worse health change the more strain (-.28)

Tha more external control the mure strain ( 21)

The higher employment commitment the more strain ( 16)
The more trequent coping tactics the mere strain (.28)
The more probleame the more strain {.41)

The more anxiety the more Strain {.46)

The more depression the more strain (.38)

The more felt threat the more strain (.48)

15. Yesterday Pleasure (high - medium - low)

cell
151
15/4
15/8
15/6
15/7
16/9
15/10
15/11
15/12
15/13
15/16

The more financial wotrigs the less pleasure (-.21)
The worse health the loss pleasure (.26)

The worse health change the less pleasure (.24)
The more external control the less pleasure (-.22)
The higher employment commitment the less pleasure (-.14)
The more probiems the less pleasure (-.36)

The less support the less pleasure {(.14)

The less opportunities the less nleasure (.22)

The more anxiety the less pleasure (-.32)

The more depression the less pleasure (-.27)

The more feit threat the (ass pleasure (-.34)

16. Felt Threat (high - medium - low)

cell
16/1
16/2
16/4
16/5
16/6
16/7
16/8
16/9
16/12
16/13
16/14
16/15

The more financial worries the more felt threat (.37)

The more action in financial behavicura the more felt threat (.27)
The worse health the more felt threat |-.43)

The worse health change the more felt threat (-.32)

The more external control the more felt throat (.33)

The higher employment commitment the more felt threat (.21)
The more frequent coping tactics the mor# felt threat {.25)
The more problems the more felt threat (.55)

The more anxiety the more falt threat (.S3)

The more depression the more felt threat (.58)

The more strain the more feit threat (- 48)

The less plgasure the more felt threat (.34:
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CHAPTER 7.

SUPERVISION OF TEACHING PRACTICE IN ADULT EDUCATION
Student’s and Supervisor's Perceptions of Supervision

Seppo Kontiainen and John Hobrough

Abstract

The study considers the perceptions of supervision held by both supervisors and
students on teaching practice within a post graduate course in adult education. Both
groups in England were asked to evaluate the supervision process in terms of work
carned out in Finland (Kontiainen 1973, 1989) using a questionnaire from which
information structures could be dsveloped. The production of models, by DCA
based on supervisory concepts and attributes, show that there are differences
between the perceptions of the supervisor and the supervised within the supervisory
process as discussed in the two case studies. These differences, for example, in
personal style as well as the understanding of supervision, allow post supervison
evaluation to have depth of meaning to both participants not normally occuring
without the model analysis. Thus these models are seen as useful tools for
analysing the supervisory process.
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7.1. INTRODUCTION

7.1.1. Context of Study

In a one year Post Graduate course for the preparation of teachers of
adults at the University of Surrey there is a period of supervised practice
within a variety of institutions. The course (Post Graduate Certificate in
the Education of Adults [PGCEA]), caters for students who wish to teach
in their profession (eg. health and social services, adult education, youth
and community etc.) having been involved in practice or in previous
educativin within their own field of study. Thus the institutions in which
students will practice the teaching and leaming interphase vary from
hospital teaching schools to colleges and institutes of adult, further or
higher education.

During the teaching practice each student is supervised by two in-
dividuals. The internal supervisor, who is a member of the university staff,
who has been allocated as a personal tutor, will act both as a point of
contact within the university for the student as well as visiting the practice
on at least three occassions. The internal supervisor need not necessarily
be an expert in the material being taught, although some will be, but as a
member the education staff will be able to comment on the process of
teaching.

The external supervisor is a member of staff belonging to the host
institution. They will be both an expert in the material taught, as well as
being an educatcr. Their role is to provide help and guidance to the
student whilst at the host institution as well as supervising the practice in
terms of process and content, both in teaching and administration.

At the end of the practice the two supervisors will meet to assess the
performance of the student and to make recommendations to the Univer-
sity.

7.1.2. Aims of Study
In general, supervision may be seen as relating to the practical part of

training, whether it be teaching or research. In order to achieve good
supervision the quality of the practice periods has to be considered

" 2:02
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(Handal and Larvas 1987). We would contend that the evaluation of
supervision must span a wider range including preparation, the practice
period and the evaluation. In the process described, such a range of
supervisory evaluation occurs, enabling the paricipants to act as profes-
sionals.

Handal and Larvas do see supervision as a mainly couselling role which
is reinforced in this work. Others refer to supervision as a function of the
workplace and suggest in that context that the supervisor is subject to the
same order of confusions as the supervised, frequently because of com-
munication problems which may cause 'painful feelings' for both. There is
evidence in the present work that this might be so in the teaching context,
the models produced allowing confusions to be ironed out. Whatever the
confusion however, supervision must be seen in the context of support
and value (Christian and Kitto 1987).

Counselling and guidance systems are seen by Miller (1982) as an impor-
tant aspect of tutoring. His approach to the skills of tutoring as reflecting
such issues as teaching, informing, counselling, advising, taking action
and changing systems have application to the supervisory process. Such
issues are summed up in an earlier work by Handal and Larvas (1980) in
which they suggest that teaching practice is more than what actually goes
on in the concrete encounter between supervisor and the supervised, but
in a conceptual framework surrounding the whole process.

Supervision within higher education includes postgraduate work. The
process3s outlined in this paper have been considered by a small group
of post graduate students at the University of Surrey. The attributes
considered have relevance to research supervision, particularly in the
professional interphnse between student and tutor in terms of involvement
and interaction which are consioered as important by Moses (1985).

In a previous study (Kontiainen 1973) carried out in Finland, student
teachers were asked to report their perceptions of their supervision accor-
ding to the concepts and attributes in Table 1.1. (Chapter 1., 18.)

In this study it was decided to adopt the previous work, which although it
is recognised that there may be cultural differences, would assume that
the previous database of concept relationships would be appropriate. This
assumption will be rediscussed after an analysis of assessments made by
both supervisors and students of the models so derived. It was therefore
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decided to look at the concepts and attributes of supervisory behaviour as
perceived both by the student of the supervisor, and by the supervisor of
themselves. Thus for each section of data, four separate pieces of
information were supplied which are capable of comparison and analysis.

These are as follows:

*  Students perception of internal supervisor.
*  Students perception of external supervisor.
' Internal supervisor's perception of self.
' External supervisors' perception of self.

Within the aim of the study it was hoped that these comparisons would
lead to a number of possibilities:

*  An awareness of the nature of supervision in individual student-
supervisor interactions.

* A consideration of the differences and similarities between the
perceptions of the student and the supervisor.

*  To discuss possible staff development strategies in supervision.

In the event, this paper explores the comparison of student's perceptions
of supervision with the supervisor's self-perception.

7.2. DYNAMIC CONCEPT ANALYSIS

Supervision will be analysed here by the Dynamic Concept Analysis, DCA
(Chapter 1). An information structure includes information of relation-
ships between the variables of a study, and serves as basis to integrate
this information in conceptual models.

it was shown in the methodological paper (Chapter 1., 10-12), that there
are altogether five different ways of how two concepts can be in relation
with each other: (1) they have no relation, (2) they have a one-way
relation, (3) they have a two-way relation, (4) they have no direct relation,
but they are related with each other via a third concept, or (5) they are
related via a longer chain of concept relations.

Zhi g
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Different types of relations can be illustrated by variables A and B as
follows:

Type 1. @
Type 2. @ t—
Type 3. A) +— (@)
Type 4 ® ©
AN @./
Type 5. @ @
©
@/ \®

The information structure includes information of different types of rela-
tions between the variables in a study. This information can be integrated
in conceptual models, in which the relations between all variables in
question are shown simultaneously. A conceptual model is a network of
concept relations like Type 5, in which different types of relations may
appear in the same structure.

219
205 ‘




Seppo Kontiainen - John Hobrough

7.3. CONCEPTS OF SUPERVISORY BEHAVIOUR

The concepts of this study are derived from an earlier study of super-
vision in two Finnish teacher education institutions (Kontiainen 1973).

The study was based on a semantic differential type questionnaire by
which student teachers (N=189) assessed the behaviour of their super-
visors (N=32). The assessments (altogether 1528 individual trainee-trainer
interactions) were analysed by factor analysis which resulted in five
factors/concepts of supervisory behaviour. The concepts with their
specifications (attributes) are given in Table 7.1.

Table 7.1. Concepts and attributes of the behaviour of supervisors

Factors Concepts* Attributes**

F1/C1  General attitudes 1a authoritarian

1n neutral ***

1b non-authoritarian
F2/C2 Role stability 2a stable

2n neutral

2b unstable
F3/C3  Style of working 3a easy-going

3n neutral

3b serious
F4/C4  Effect of supervision 4a positive

4n neutral

4b negative
F5/C5 Individual attitudes 5a sympathetic

5n neutral

5b unsympathetic

‘) 'Concept’ refers here to the interpretation of the factor

**) 'Attribute’is a subconcept identified in the study of supervision by f-scores
in a factor (a=high, n=medium, b=low).

***) 'neutral’ refers here to attitudes which are not obviously either authoritarian
or non-authaoritarian.

U'se of factor analysis and factor scores is, however, only one way to pro-
duce concepts for analyses. Various other ways can be found (cf. Chap-
ter 1).

For fuller description of attributes, see Appendix 1.1. (Chapter 1, 49.)

ERIC’ R0

IToxt Provided by ERI



Supervision of Teaching Practice in Adult Education

7.4. INFORMATION STRUCTURE OF SUPERVISORY BEHAVIOUR

The information structure, the matrix of concept relations of the super-
visory behaviour will be introduced here. It was originally produced in the
earlier study and modified later and included more than 1500 individual
student-supervisor interactions (Kontiainen 1973, Chapter 1).

In Matrix 7.1. five concepts with three attributes are listed on the left. A
row brings together those attributes with & Type 2 relationship to the
attribute in question. Thus the qualities which Specify the content and
rneaning of that particular attribute are brought together in the conceptual
framework of the study.

Attributes on each row were identitied in the original study by analysing
frequency distributions of tactor scores.

Matrix 7.1. Information structure of the supc-visory behaviour

fF/C ct c2 c3 cé cS

ow Attributes a nba nb s nbanbanhb
1 1a authoritsrian [ ] b b b b
2 |F1/C1 in neutral \ b| nb{ n bl n

3 1b non-authoritarian n n a n a

4 28 stoble [} b n b n b
) F2/C2 2r neutral n nb n n

] ¢b unstable 8 n b b
? Ja epsy-going b nb n b b
8 [f3/C3 3n neutral A b b n a

9 3b serioys n ] n a

10 4a positive bija nb n
11 F4/C64 4n neutral n n b n n
12 4éb negative n b bis n b
13 Sa sympathetic n n bja n

t4 {FS/CS S5n neutral n n blae

15 5b unsympathetic s b n b b

- A cell shows the relatianship between two concepts.
- A row showus the sttributes with Type 2 (A<:-:-8) relation to the
attribute 1n question

The following example is one demonstration of using the data base in
Matrix 7.1.

There are two typical ca~es of authoritarian behaviour as indicated in
Row 1; one combined with supervisor's stable role (2a) and the: other with
unstable role (2b). In the following the attribute combination with the
unstable role (2b) is chcsen, and the attributes are:
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1a authoritarian
2b unstable

3b serious

4b negative

5b unsympathetic

7.4.1. Building a Model

The process of building a medel of supervisory behaviour using the com-

bination of qualities indicated above, by refeience to Matrix 7.1. is

described below in developing stages.

(a) Row 1 in Matrix 7.1. shows the attributes which have a direct
Type 2 relationship to 1a (authoritarian attitudes). This can be
warked out by reference to the following analysis. Matrix 7.1.1.

Matrix 7.1.1. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations to Attribute 1a (authoritarian)

Cl Cc2 C3 c4 C5

anb anb anb anb anb
Matrix 7.1./Row 1/1a: a a b b b b
This combination: a b b b b
Type 2 relations to la: + + + +

In the above matrix '+’ points out those attributes which have a Type 2
ralation to attribute 1a (authoritarian). In this case all the relationships to
1a are of Type 2 and this is illustrated by Model 7.1.1.

Model 7.1.1. Type 2 (A<--B) Reiations to Attribute 1a (authoritarian)

1a authoritarian \‘

2b unstable O‘/
3b serious 1a
4b negative ANy

Sb unsympathetic @/

g RIS
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(b) The same analysis is now conducted in Matrix 7.1.2. in relation to
attribu 8 2b (unstable role) by using the information in Row & in
Matrix 7.1.

Matrix 7.1.2. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations to Attribute 2b (unstable role)

Cl c2 c3 c4 cs

anb anb anb anb anb
Matrix 7.1./Row 1l/1a: a b n b b
This combination: a b b b b
Type 2 relations to 1la: + - + +

'=' shows that the attribute 3b (serious style) does not have a Type 2
relation to attribute 2b. Thus the model develops:

Model 7.1.2. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations to Attributes 1a and 2b

4
1a authoritarian 2b
2b unstable O'\, e
3b serious T
4b negative /' N

Sb unsympathetic

(c) To get a comprehensive picture of all the relationships which exist
between the five attributes in this particular case, all the Type 2
relations (to 3b/row 9, 4b/row 12, Sb/row 15) should be identified
in the same way as above.

This total information is gathered in Matrix 7.1.3.
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Matrix 7.1.3. Type 2 (A<--B) Relations (+) in the Attribute Combination

1a 2b 3b 4b 5b

1a authoritarian + + o+ o+
2b unstable + -+ o+
3b serious - - - -
4b negative - + - +

5b unsympathetic + + o+ o+

These relationships are now shown in Model 7.1.3 which is the completed
model for the above combination of attributes.

Model 7.1.3. Relationships between Attributes as indicated in Matrix 7.1.3
[
1a authoritarian @
2b unstable AN
3b serious I l
4b negative el A .

5b unsympathetic 4-———»

Within the model all Types (except Type 1) of relationships can be
identified. The case studies below will show how the information in the
models can be used as descriptors of supervisory behaviour.

7.4.2. Different Combinations of Attributes

Similar kinds of submatrices and models can be made for all the possible
combinations of attributes. The number of combinations depends upon
the number of concepts and attributes included in a study.

In this study it is possibie to identify 81 different combinations of attributes
with each individual attribute from five concepts and fifteen attributes. For
instance, there are 81 more or less different ways of being an autho-
ritarian supervisor. There are 243 different combinations between all the
attributes concerned with supervisory behaviour: i.e. there are therefore
as many models of supervision possible. (Chapter 1., p. 23.)
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7.5. CASE STUDIES

The cohort of PGCEA students (1988-89) were asked if they would wish
to be included in the study. Of the 144 possible students, 39 agreed to
act in the pilot study. They wished to be responsible for negotiating with
their external supervisor, and were thus enabled to do so with a letter
from the University. Internal supervisors were contacted direct by the
research team. Table 7.1. was sent to all students, internal and external
supervisors asking them to identify those attributes which most closely
described their owi perceptions of supervision. In the event there were
18 responces in which all supervisors and students had given their
assessments.

Two case studies from the above 18 are discussed, analysed and re-
assessed in order to illustrate the research strategy.

Each of the two case studies (consisting in total of eight models) has
been analysed in the following sequence:

1) The student and each supervisor selected a combination of five at-
tributes from Table 7.1. for further analysis.

2) Submatrices of Type 2 (A<--B) concept relationships were con-
structed (Cf. Matrix 7.1.3).

3) Conceptual models were produced ds in section 4.

4) The possible supervisory interactions suggested by the models were
described and presented to the students and supervisors,

5) comparative summaries of the models were produced,

6) a discussion was held with both the student and each supervisor to
assess the interpretation based on the models.
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7.5.1. Case A

The student gave an overall assessment of supervision of an (1) external
supervisor and of an (2) internal supervisor. Both of the supervisors made
assessment of their own supervisory perceptions with this student.

The student in Case A was in practice in a sixth form college teaching art

subjects. Both the internal supervisor and the external supervisor were
educationalists and had an art/humanity background.

(1) Student A and External Supervisor

The follc. ~.g attributes were chosen by the student and the by the
external supervisor to describe supervision in Case A:

Perceptions of Self-perceptions of
Student Supervisor
1. General Attitudes 1b non-authoritarian  1b non-authortarian
2. Role Stability 2b unstable 2n neutral
3. Style of Working  3a easy-going 3a easy-yoing
4, Effect of Superv. 4a positive 4a positive
5. Indiv. Attitudes 5a sympathetic 5a sympathetic

The attributes given by the student and the supervisor are here much the
same. The only difference is in variable 2, Role Stabilitv: the student
considers the role as unstable (2b) and the supervisor sees his role as
slightly more stable (2n).

This difference reflects the relationships between the attributes of super-
vision. This is studied in the submatrices 7.1.4. and 7.1.5. in which the
information of concept relations (of Type 2) in these two attribute com-
binations are given using the information available in Matrix 7.1. Two
different conceptual models of supervision (Model 7.1.4. and Model
7.1.5.) result from only one difference in the attribute combinations.

2o
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Matrix 7.1.4. Student's perceptions  Matrix 7.1.5. Self-perceptions of

of supervision supervision

ib 2b 3a 4a 5a b 2n 3a 4a 5a
1b non-auth/n - - + + 1b non-authvn - - + +
2b unstable - - - - 2n neutral - - - -
3aeasygoing + + - 3a easy-going + + -
4a positive + - - 4a positive + - - -
5a sympathetic - + 5a sympathetic - + - +

Model 7.1.4. Student's Perception  Model 7.1.5. Self-perception

@)
‘i——'——b\ 5a {_',\

Vel

Student Perception (Model 7.1.4.)

The unstable role of the supervisor (2b) does not have a central position
in supervision. It reflects only on an easy-going style (3a), i.e. the super-
visor when being unsure about the role is not involved as a person very
deeply in the process.

Non-authoritarian attitudes (1b) have a direct impact on the effect of
supervision, which is experienced as positive (4a). The student is not
receiving much actual help from the supervisor, but is given space to take
a personal responsibility for learning in a free and positive environment
(1b, 3a, 5a).

Role of supervisor: social participant
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Supervisor's Perception (Model 7.1.5.)

The supervision takes place in a positive, encouraging atmosphere (1b,
3a, 5a). The supervisor does not see him or herself in an expert role (2n),
but more as a catalyst of learning (there is no direct relation between
attributes 2n and 4a). The positive effect (4a) is therefore more closely
related to the non-authoritarian attitudes (1b).

Role of supervisor: catalyst

Comparison

The supervisor regards his/her role as more professional (2n) than the
studant assesses it. The supervisor is willing to give to the student more
responsibility of her/his own learning and does not give as much em-
phases on histher own role in the process. By the supervisor being
distanced from the expert role, the student may feel divorced from direct
advice when expected.

Assessment

In discussion the student expressed co:icern about the nature of the term
“easy-going", prefering the relationship to be seen more as one of nego-
tiation and suggesting that he was not interfered with or directly instruc-
ted, rather than not being given “actual help" as required. The supervisor
agreed with the perception of her role as a catalyst as perceived by the
model. This analysis by the supervisor does not necessarily refute the
perceptions of the student who felt that he had space in which to work
and change attitudes to his practice, and yet could reflect this against the
supervisor as required without fear of direct interference in his teaching
process.

(2) Student A and Internal Supervisor
The following sub-matrices {7.1.6. and 7.1.7.) show the attributes and

their relationships as perceptions given by student A and as his/her
internal supervisor's self-perception,

'2:3';
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Matrix 7.1.6. Student's perceptions  Matrix 7.1.7. Self-perceptions of

of supervision supervision

ib 2a 3n 4a B5a ib 2a 3 4a B5a
1b non-auth/n -+ + + 1b non-auth/n - - + +
2a stable - - - - 2a stable - + - -
3n neutrai + - - + 3b serious - + +
4a positive + o+ 4 - 4a positive + o+ 4+ -
5a sympathetic - - + 5a sympathetic - -+ +
Model 7.1.6. Student's Perception  Model 7.1.7. Self-perception

\ \

—

S
®, ®
./' '\. N

E—G

|

®—®

Student’s Perception (Model 7.1.6.)

The non-authoritarian attitudes of supervisor (1b), stable role (2a) and
rather 'neutral’ style of working {3n) have the most direct influence on the
supervision as experienced by the student as positive (4a). The super-
visor with an expert role (2a) is likely to be actively involved in the
learning process of the student. This occurs, however, in a positive,
humanistic atmosphere (1b, 5a).

Role of the supervisor: expert-advisor

Supervisor's Perception (Model 7.1.7.)

The expert role (2a) and serious style of working (3b) are closely related
together to result in positive effect (4a). The supervisor is likely to see his
own role in a rather central position in promoting learning. However
supervision takes place in a democratic and caring (1b, 5a) atmosphere.

Role of the supervisor: expert-active participant
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Comparison

The only difference in the attribute combination is in style of working. The
supervisor regards himself as personally more involved in the process (3b
with 2a and 5a). The student might see the supervisor slightly more in a
distant expert role. The effect of supearvision is positive (4a) in both cases.

Assessment

The student accepted the analysis of his perceptions as did the super-
visor of his self-perceptions. However, the supervisor specified his own
style of working as being rather supervisor centred, not didactic, and
stated that in his case, a serious style related 1o ‘academic' supervision.

75.2. CASE B

1) Student B and External Supervisor

In this case the student was a nurse, training as a nursa tutor, with both
the external and internal supervisors having health care and educaticn
backgrounds. The students, assessments are the same for both super-
visors and are identical to Mode! 7.1.6. in Case A. The purpose for selec-
ting this case is to enable comparisons to be made in the pairings when
student perceptions remain the same.

Matrix 7.1.8. Student's perceptions  Matrix 7.1.9. Self-perceptions of

of supervision supervision

1b 2a 3n d4a 5a iIb 2a 3a 4a b5a
ib non-authvn - + + + 1b non-auth/n - - + +
2a stable - - - 2a stable - - - -
3n neutral + - + 3a easy-going + +
4a positive + o+ + - 4a positive + -
%a sympathetic - - - + 5a sympathetic - - +
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Model 7.1.8. Student’s Perception  Model 7.1.9. Self-perception

D)

=<

Student’'s Perception (Model 7.1.8.): (See also Model 7.1.6.).

The non-authoritarian attitudes of supervisor (1b), stable role (2a) and
rather ‘neutral’ style of working (3n) have the most direct influence on the
supervision as experienced by the student as positive (4a). The super-
visor with an expert role (2a) is likely to be actively involved in the
learning process of the student. This occurs, however, in a positive,
humanistic atmosphere (1b, 5a).

Role of the supervisor: expert-advisor

Supervisor's Perception (Model 7.1.9.):

The supervisor creates a democratic 'adult to adult' ~:lationship (1b
non-authoritarian) with concern for the student as an individual (5a
sympathetic). This learning climate is in a central position in the super-
vision, which is experienced as positive (4a). The stable expert role (2a)
brings the supervisor's experience and knowledge into the learning pro-
cess. However, the model indicates that the supervisor's own role is not
in a very dominant position. In addition, the easy-going style (3a) results
from positive attitudes, but does not have much direct influence in super-
vision. The supervisor is likely to give more emphasises on the student
role than on the role of his’/her own, and gives space for personal deve-
lopment of the student.

Role of the supervisor: expert-catalyst
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NB. This model is the most commonly occuring one, (18 cases in the
study) both by students of their supervisors, and as supervisors’ self-

perception.

Comparison

There is only one nce in the attrihutes given by the student and the
supervisor. The stuuent sees the supervisor's style of working (3n) as
rather central in supervision. The supervisor considers his style (3a) more
as a byproduct without a direct link to the positive effect of supervision
(4a).

Assessment

The student perceived the supervisei as providing for him as much
practical experience as possible within a friendly climate, even though the
supervisor seemed to think that she was not doing enough. The student
felt that both positive and negative feedback was given. The supervisor
certainly felt that the description given of her perceptions was what she
hoped or aimed to do. However she would like to be more of a syn-
thesiser, helping the student to bring together all the complex parts of
being a nurse tutor into a whole. Thus there was no contradiction of the
information provided in the models by either student ur supervisor, but it
did serve to develop some of their thinking related to supervision and to
suggest further avenues for discussion.

2) Student B and Internal Supervisor

Matrix 7.1.10 Student's perceptions Matrix 7.1.11. Self-perceptions of

of supervision supervision

ib 2a 3n 4a Sa iIn 2a 3a 4a 5n
1b non-authvn -+ + o+ 1n neutral - - - +
2a stable - - - 2a stable - - 4
3n neutral + + 3a easy-going - -
4a positive + o+ o+ - 4a positive - + +
5a sympathetic - + 5n neutral + +
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Model 7.1.10. Student's Perception Model 7.1.11. Self-perception

S

e
()

AN

Student’s Perception (Model 7.1.10.)

The non-authoritarian attitudes of the supervisor (1b), stable role (2a) and
rather 'neutral’ style of working (3n) have the most direct influence on the
supervision as experienced by the student as positive (4a). The super-
visor with an expert role (2a) is likely to be actively involv . :n the
learning process of the student. This occurs, however, in a positive,
humanistic atmosphere (1b, 5a).

Role of the supervisor: expert-advisor

Supervisor's Perception (Model 7.1.11.)

The supervisor is likely to distance her/himself from a very personal
relationship with the student (1n, 5n). S/He is acting more as an expen
(2a) giving his/her professional help to the student. The easy-going style
(3a) may help the student to take more personal responsibility for self
development, in which the supervisor's advice and help (2a) is available.
Nevertheless, the model suggests, that the supervisor may have some
difficulties in integrating the style of working (3a) in the supervision, or
intentionally stands aside to give more freedom to the student.

Role of the supervisor: non-directive expert
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Comparison

The two models indicate that the student and the supervisor have quite
different views of supervision. The student considers the supervisor as
being more personnally involved in the interaction than the supervisor
might be ready to admit. The supervisor regards histher general and
individual attitudes as neutral (1n, 5n) but the student has recieved them
as non-authoritarian (1b) and sympathetic (5a). The student considers the
supervisor's style of working slightly more serious (3n), and the super-
visor's personal style has, unlike in the supervisor's model, a direct and
positive influence on the supervision (4a).

Assessment

In discussion it was felt that the suggestion made from the models that
the supervisor might not be ready to admit personal involvement in the
interaction was perhaps too strong. The supervisor percieved herself
ready to be involved more generally with the student beyond the super-
vision activity, if that was what the student felt would be helpful. The
student felt that although he had had less to do with the internal super-
visor, he perceived her as a very caring person who wished to ensure
that teaching aims were met and that teaching skills were improved. She
was prepared to help at all times outside the supervisory activity. There-
fore the models were felt to reflect this particular supervisory interaction.
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7.6. DISCUSSION

Models can provide a simplification of reality and the analysis often is to
establish how well they might assist in understanding reality. Thus the
models described in this study give an indication of the nature of super-
vision. In discussion with one supervisor, it was considered that the
models of supervision established in this paper could be a way in which
the supervisor and student might analyse their supervisory relationships.
It was perceived that the models would provide useful means of both
discussion and analysis, which would help towards a greater under-
standing of the supervisory process between individual adults. Such
discussions would help to clarify concepts and it is hoped iead to a more
dynamic supervision.

Some models were very comrnon; for example the model which has been
identified as expert-catalyst (Model 7.1.9.). it is a model in which there is
a democratic "adult to adult’ relationship. it might be considered that this
is @ model which is approporiate to adult education and to which super-
visors might be directed in staff development activities.

However, as in this project, where it was inevitable that in some cases
both students and supervisors presented similar perceptions of the
supervisory process, the question must be asked as to whether identical
perceptions lead to the most successful supervision. It might be argued
therefore that a degree of conflict in the supervisory interaction creates
greater possibilities for discussion and change within the supervisory
process. If the perceptions are too different, they may produce too much
conflict which would be negative and hinder the potential outcomes of the
supervision. Such analysis could be a subject of further research.

The information structure of concept relations (Matrix 7.1.) used in this
paper have been produced within the Finnish culture. The evidence
produced in discussion with students and supervisors within the case
study, and in post-graduate research seminars, suggest that the infor-
mation base provides an adequate information structure for use in the
UK.

As stated earlier, the models produced here are simplifications of reality.
They do however give a structure which is useful in their comparisons,
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and in seeking changes or new structures for more successful interac-
tions if needed.

To this end the information in Matrix 7.1. can be used to build models of
interaction of which the two case studies are only a part. Interpretations,
whether of self or of others, should however be carried out with care, as
should the implications of such interpretation. It should be remembered
that the modsel itself reduces a number of complex human interactions
and perceptions into a single pattern and that there may be others which
have, by the very nature of the work, not been inciuded.

But; the possibility of developing interaction between individuals by the
use of such models and their interpretations is the power of the process.
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