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This study is an analysis of the doctoral dissertation
research completed by students in instructional design and
technology (ID&T) programs from 1977 through 1988. This
doctoral research was completed at forty-six institutions
throughout the United States. The study includes several
analyses of doctoral dissertation research. The first section is
an analysis of the number of dissertations completed during each
of the twelve years. The second section deals with the forty-six
institutions and the number of doctoral degrees in ID&T awarded
by each. The third section is a historical analysis of
dissertation research in ID&T. The fourth section is a
comparison of the research during the current period with
dissertation research completed since 1921. The last section is
a comparison of the ten most prolific ID&T programs over the past
seventf years.

Research Design
The analysis is based largely upon the data presented in the

recent Association for Educaticnal Communications and Technelogy
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publication Doctoral Research in Instructional Design and

Techno'ogy: A Directory of Dissertations, 1977 - 1986

(Caffarella and Sachs, 1988) and Doctoral Research in

Instructional Design and Technology: A Directory of
Dissertations, 1987 - 1988 (Caffarella, 1991). These two

publications contain listings of dissertations completed by

students in ID&T programs in the United States. A more complete
analysis of the dissertation research is contained in two
publications by Caffarella & Sachs (1990a, 1990b).

These publications and this presentation provide an
opportunity to better define the research in the field of
instructional design and technelogy thereby helping the
profession to identify valuable studies and research trends. By
building upon the research of others, future researchers can
advance the field more collectively than could be done by one
individual working in isolation.

The data on dissertations was supplied directly by the
universities in the United States offering doctoral programs in
instructional design and technology. These programs are offered
under a wide variety of titles including instructional
development, educatiocnal media, instructional technoloqgy, and
instructional systems. The basic list of institutions was taken
from tﬁe list of doctoral and masters programs in the Educational
Media and Technelegy Yearbook (Miller and Mosley, 1986). These

lists were checked against the membership list for the Professors
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Doctoral Dissertation Research page 3
of Instructional Design and Technology to make the list as
comprehensive as possible.

Each participating institution supplied the following
information for each doctoral student who graduated between 1977
and 1988.

Student’s Nanme

Year of the Degree

Dissertation Title

Institution Name

Dissertation Chairperson

The intent was to make the listing inclusive rather than
exclusive. The decision to participate and which dissertaticns
to submit was left to the individual institutions. The listings
include virtually all doctoral programs in instructional design
and technology.

The list for dissertations completed from 1977 through 1986
was collected during the fall of 1987 and the winter of 1988.
The data for 1987 and 1988 was collected during the spring of
1989. |

Dissertations Completed

During the period 1977 through 1988 there were 1518
dissertations completed at forty~six institutions (see figure 1).
From 1577 through 1988 the number of dissertations completed each
year ranged from a low of 106 in 1980 to a high of 149 in 1983

and 1985.
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Tigure 1. ID&T Doctoral Dissertations for Each Year, 1977—1983
Institutional productivity during the twelve year period
showed that forty-nine percent of the graduates did their
studies at only seven institutions (see table 1 & figure 2).

Table 1

Number of Dissertations for Each Institution

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

cum Cum
Tot Tot % %

Indiana University 216 216 14.23 14.23
Univ. of S. California 108 324 7.11 21.34
Boston University 107 431 7.05 28.39
Syracuse University 88 519 5.80 34.19
Univeréity of Pittsburgh 80 599 5.27 39.46
Florida State University 79 678 5.20 44.66
Brigham Young University 71 749 4.68 49.34
Others 769 1518 50.66 100

EC -7
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Figure 2. Seven Most Productive ID&T Institutions, 1977-1988

The largest number of graduates were from Indiana University with
216 dissertations. The other institutions in the six most
prolific included the University of Southern Cualifornia, Bosten
University, Syracuse University, the University of Pittsburgh,
Florida State University, and Brigham Young University.

There was very little variability in the group of
institutions producing the largest numbers of doctoral graduates
during the twelve year period (see table 2). Over the period
Indiana University was among the top three producers during
every fear and first for seven of those years. Boston University
and the University of Southern California were in the top three
for six years. Syracuse University was in this group three

times from 1977 through 1988.
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Table 2

Most Productive Institutions for Each Year

1977 Indiana (27) Syracuse (16) Sou. Calif. (9)
1978 Indiana (24) Sou. Calif. (12) East Texas (12)
1979 Indiana (24) East Texas (9) Boston (9)

1980 Indiana (22) Sou. Ccalif. (9) Penn. State (7)
1981 Boston (16) Indiana (12) Syracuse (9)
1982 Indiana (25) Florida St. (13) Boston (10)

1983 Florida St. (17) Sou. Calif. (16) Indiana & Pittsburg"- (13}

1984 Sou. Calif. (18) Indiana (14) Boston (11)

1985 Indiana (18) Boston (12) B. Young & Mich. 5t. (10)
1986 Indiana & Boston (12) Syracuse (8)

1987 Illinois (21) Indiana (16) Sou. Calif. (9)

1988 Illinois (10) Indiana & Brigham Young (9)

within the institutions, the numbers of graduates varied
widely from year to year. For example. Indiana University had 27
graduates in 1977 but only 9 during 1988. The number of
graduates from the University of Southern California ranged from
18 in 1894 to 2 in 1986. Boston University’s number of graduates
ranged from 5 graduates in 1977 to 16 graduates in 1981.

Approximately twenty-five percent of the dissertations were
completed under the direction of eleven professors. Half of the
dissertations were directed by thirty-six chairs. As might be
expected most of these professors are faculty members at the
seven institutions producing the largest number of

dissertations. There were 147 faculty members who chaired only
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one or two dissertations. Thus, a relatively small number of
professors are directing the preponderance of the instructional
design and technology dissertations.
Earlier Compilations

There are several earlier studies that compiled lists of
dissertations in the field of instructional design and
technelogy (Huang, 1979, 1980; Kirschner, Mapes, & Anderton,
1975; Moldstad, 1956, 1958, 1959, 1961). The earliest listed
dissertation was completed at the University of Chicago in 1921.
Between then and 1960 there were 729 completed dissertations with
most of these completed since 1950. From 1960 until 1970 the
doctoral students completed 468 dissertations. The data from
1971 through 1975 has not been compiled by anyone but is probably
around 450 dissertations. The current study includes 1518
dissertations. As shown in figure 3 there have been at least
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2695 dissertations completed in the field of instructional
design and technoleogy. If the 1971-1976 estimate is included
this figure rises to approximately 3150. There has been a
steady growth in number of dissertations completed each year.
A comparison was done of the most prolific institutions
since 1921. The dissertations were divided into three groups
including 1921-1956, 1960-1970, and 1977-1988 (see table 3).
Table 3

Ten Most Productive Institutions for Each Period

1921-1956 1960-1970 1977-1988
Columbia Indiana Indiana

New York Syracuse | Sou. Calif.
Indiana New York Boston

Iowa Sou. Calif. syracuse
Penn. St. Michigan St. Pittsburgh
Wisconsin Ohio St. Florida St.
Ohio St. Columbia Brigham Young
Chicago Nebraska East Texas
stanford Florida St. Michigan St.
U. Michigan Boston Penn. St.

Comparing the top ten most prolific ID&T institutions for each
period shows changes in the major institutions over time. Only
Indiané University appears in all three lists. New York
University and Ohic State University appear in the first two
lists but not the last. Syracuse University, the University of

Southern California, Michigan State University, Florida State
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University, and Boston University appear cn the last two lists
but not the first.

The dissertation research produced by graduate students
should be a major source for the field in building a knowledge
base in instructional design and technology. Many times however
the completed dissertations simply gather dusk on the shelves of
university libraries. By making this research more readily
available the field can capitalize on this excellent body of
knowledge.
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