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ABSTRACT

In September 1990, a study was conducted of the
performance on bhasic skills examainations of first-time-in-college
degree-seeking students who entered Miami-Dade Community College
(M-DCC) duraing fall term 1990. The study examined placement results
on the Computerized Placement Test {(CPT) and the Florida Multiple
Assessment Programs and Services test (FL-MAPS) between 1980 and
1990. Study faindings included the followang: (1) 6,027
farst-time-in-college degree-seeking students wrote either the
FL-MAPS or the CPT durang fall 1990; (2) the failure rate for the
reading subtest has remained at approximately 40% since 1985; (3) the
percentage of students failaing the test of standard English showed a
steady decrease from 42.8% an 1983 to 34% in 1989, but increased to
36.7% in fall 1990; (4) the percentage of students failing the
elementary algebra subtest remained at approximately 48% between 1987
and 1989, but went up to 52.4% in fall 1990; (5) the percentage of
students failing one or more subtests has essentially remained stable
over the last 11 years, but jumped slightly to 69.9% in fall 1990;
and (6) among White non-Hispanics, 37.5% of the students passed all
three subtests (i1.e., readang, English, and math) in 1990, compared
to 50.2% in 1980, while the pass—-all-three rate for Black
non-Hispanics aincreased from 11.2% to 18.4% durang thas period. A
memo outlining placement criteria for academic year 1990-91 ais
included. (GFW)
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Basic Skills Assessment Results of
Miami-Dade ommunity College
First-Time-in-College
Degree-Seeking Students
Fall Term 1990

Purpose

The purpose of this research report 1is to provide information
regarding the performance on basic skills examinations of first-time-in-
collage degree-seeking students who entered Miami-Dade Community College
(M-DCC) during Fall Term 1990. M-DCC uses the Florida Multiple Programs and
Services (FL-MAPS) and the equivalent Computerized Placement Test (CPT) to
make placement decisions about students who are entering college. The MAPS
comprises a -ariety of possible :ests published by the Col.ege Board,
depending on the needs of those who are using the tests. The State of
Florida has chosen th¢ Descriptive Tests of Xeading Comprehension, Arichme-
tic Skills, and Elementary Algebra, plus the Test of Standard Written
English from the SAT, which together make up the FL-MAPS. M-DCC also uses
the Computerized Placement Test (CPT), a computerized adaptive test which
measures the same skills as the FL-MAPS, as an altevnative to paper-and-
pencil tests. This report details the number 2nd percerntage passing each
subtest, and the number and percentage passing zero, one, two Or three
subtests. College-wide and campus tables are provided, including ethnic
categories. Comparative data as far back as Fall Ter® 1980 are also

provided.

Highlights

°During the Fall Term 1990, 6,027 first-time-in-college
degree-seeking students wrote either the FL-MAPS or the
CPT.

°The percentage nf students failing the Reading subtest
has remained s+able over the last six Fall Terms (ap-
proximately 4CZ).




°The percentage of students failing the Test of Standard
Written English has showed a steady decrease for seven
years, from 42.87 to 34.0%, but went up to 36.7% this
Fall Term.

°The percentage of students failing the Elementary
Algebra subtest remained stable for three years (appror-
imately 487), but went up to 52.4%7 this Fall Term.

°The percentage of students failing one or more suttests

has essentially remained stable over the last eleven
years. The figure jumped slightly to 69.97 for Fall
Term 1990.

Method

The results were generated by selecting first-time-in-college
degree-seeking students from the beginning of Fall Term 1990 demographic
research file (IRS40). Test scores for these students were obtained from
the Test Master Record. Passing scores were determined based on cutscores

detailed in the 1990 Placement Criteria document (see the Appendix).

It is important to note that the tables generated for this report
were Lased only on the Florida MAPS and CPT, which are the entry-level tests
administered by M-DCC. Students who were exempt i1com testing based on
satisfactory SAT or ACT scores, cor who were required to write the FEnglish
Placement Test, were not included in the present report. If these studeats
were included, the percentage of all tested first-time-in-college failing
one or more subtest would actually be lower than the 69.97 quoted in the
present report. For example, Belcner (1990) reported this figure to be 587

for recen: high school graduates.
Results and Discussion

Tables 1 and 2 present the number and percentage of students
passing each subtest anp zero through three subtests college-wide and on
each campus. What is Temarkable about these figures is their general
stability over the years, with two exceptions. There had been an improve-

ment in perfcrmance on the TSWE up until this year, and there has been a

decline in performance on Elementary Algebra subtest over the last six




years., College-wide, approximately 707 of these students failed one or more
subtests of the entry-level test. All campuses shared the change in TSWE
performance, while the decline in Elementarv Algebra performance ias been
mainly on North and Medical Center Campuses. South Campus continues co have
the highest basic skills performa:nce, followed by North ani Wolfson Campus-

es, and then Medical Center Campus.

Tables 3 through 12 show the results for each ethnic group,
college-wide and by campus. Again, what is remarkable about these tables is
the stability of the results. White non-Hispanics continue to have the
highest basic skills performance, followed by Hispanics and then Black
non-Hispanics. There has been an improvement in performance on the reading
subtest for White non-Hispanics and Black non-Hispanics cn North Campus,
while performance on the elementary algebra subtest has declined for all
three major ethnic groups on this campus. Performance by ethnic group orn
the other campuses has remained fairly stable. In adaition, the pass-all-
three rate for White non-Hispanics dropped from 50.27 in 1980 to 37.5%7 in
1990. During the same time, the pass-all-three rate for Black non-Hispanics
increased from 11.27 to 18.47%. These patterns may also be seen on North and

South Campuases.
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Table 1
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Table 2

g None, One, Two or All of the
Basic Skills Assessment Subtests by Campus and Year*

Percent of Students Passin

Number of Subtests Passed

All

Two

One

Zero

Number

Fall

No. No. No.

College-~Wide

No.

Tested

Term
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Appendix
May 15, 1990 (1 of 3)

MEMORANDUM

T0: A1l Faculty and Staff

FROM: Academic Affairs Committee
Research and Testing Committee

SUBJECT: PLACEMENT CRITERIA FGR ACADEMIC YEAR 1990-91

The State of Florida requires each public college and university to administer one
of the following four test batteries to degree-seeking students prior to registra-
tion: Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), American College Testing (ACT), Assessment
of Skills for Successful Entry and Transfer (ASSET), or Florida Multiple Assessment
Programs and Services (FL-MAPS). Miami-Dade Community College has selected the
Florida MAPS. A1l scores below which students are designated for college prepara-
tory work have been determined at the State level and are the same for each college
or university.

Students who do not have sufficient mastery of the English language will be permit-
ted to write the English Placement Test (EPT), but must write the Florida MAPS
before any course other than an ESL course is taken. A registration hold is in
place to prevent studert registration until scores are presented. Miami-Dade will
require students who meet any of the following definitions to write the Florida
MAPS or the Computerized Placement Test (CPT) prior to registration unless
exempted.

REQUIRED:

1. A1l first-tine-in-college students who designate themselves as degree-
seeking. Such students may not register for any credit course at Miami-
Dade until they have scores on file.

2. A1l students who register for any English or mathematics course.
A1l students who register beyond 15 cumulative credits.

High school students whose scores place them in college preparatory work
are not permitted to dual 2nroll. However, students who score above the
college preparatory level in mathematics may, if they meet other
criteria specified by the College, enroll in advanced mathematics
courses.

5. A1l students who took a placement exam more than three years ago and who
have not used those scores for placement decisions.

EXEMPTIONS:

1. Studénts who have earned an associate degree or higher from an accredited
institutien,

2. Students who present scores obtained over three years ago, but who have
had them used in course placemert decisions.

3. Students who have earned a grade of "C" or better both in a college-level
English course and a college-level mathematics course.

4.  Students who have previously attended another college or university and
are enrolling fer courses to transfer to their primary institution (and
who are not seeking a degree at M-DCC) are exempt from tasic skills
testing unless they enroll in an English or mathematics course.




Reading

English
Mathematics

7.

Appetrdix
(2 of 3)

A1l non-degree-seeking students enro!led in Specialized Training Opportu-
nity (STO) programs, up to 23 zredit hours,

Students who present an SAT or ACT score wi.ich meets State requirements
are exempt from further testing. If multiple test results are on record,
the highest subtest scores will be used. Any score below that needed for
exemption will result in testing on the full MAPS tattery except f
English is the only required college preparatory course, placement can
be made on the TSWE without retesting. For reading, the Enhanced ACT
reading score or the Verbal SAT is used.

Enhanced ACT ACT
(Adninistered During (Administered Before
and After October, 1989) October, 1989) SAT
Reading 16 Camposite 14 Verbal 2340
English 216 English Ol4 English (TSWE) > 30
Mathematics 17 Mathematics 213 Mathematics X400

Students in specified programe for which the College President may waive
assessment within the guidelines provided by State Rule.

The following cuteff scores on the four subtests of the Florida MAPS will be in
effect for the Academic Year 1988-89. For students writing the Computerized

Placement
a)

b)

c)

'f scores

Test (CPT), the scale scores are the same.

Test of Standard Written English (TSWE): Students who score below a
scale score of 30 are required to enroll in college preparatory work.
Students who score between 30-36 should typically take ENC 1100 before
they enroll in ENC 1101. Exceptions should occur in the advisement
process only when using other pertinent academic infarmation. To enroll
directly in ENC 1101, a score of 37 is recommended.

Reading Compreherisicn (RC): A college preparatory reading course is
required for students who score below a scale score of !2. All students
who score less than 5 will not be permitted to enroll in core, distribu-
tion, or elective courses without seeing an advisor for specific approval
to register for any such course.

Arithmetic Skills (AS): Although not required by the State, students
will be administered the arithmetic skills portion of the MAPS. Students
who score less than 109 in Arithmetic must begin their mathematics
studies with MAT 0003. Students who score between 109-115 should take
MAT 0003 before enrolling in a college level mathematics course. Excep-
tions are permitted in the advisement process only wnen other academic
information (including algebra score) is taken intu consideration.

Elementary Algebra {EA): Students who score below a scale score of 206

on the elementary algebra examination must take the algebra preparatory
course (MAT'0024). Students scoring 206-20°, although eligible for MAT
1033, are encouraged to begin their mathematics sequence with MAT 0024.
Students scoring 210 or better on the algebra examination may qualify for
initial enrollment in MAC 1102 and certain other higher level mathematics
courses, but may also chuose MAT 1033.

on one or more of the subtests require college preparatory placement,

students must enroll in at least one college preparatory course during that tern.




Appendix
(3 of 3)
Florida MAPS/CPT
Academic Year 1990-91

MAPS/CPT*
Scale Course Related
Test Score Placement Intormation

Reading Comprehension 1- 4 REA 0001 Required
(Must see academic advisor)
5- 11 REA 0002 Required

12- 14 REA 1105 Recommended

Test of Standard 20 1) ENC 0002 Requ ired

Written English 21- 29 ENC 0020 Required
30- 36 ENC 1100 Recommended
37+ ENC 1101 Recommended

Arithmetic Skills 101-108 MAT 0003 Required(?)
109-115 MAT 0003 Recommended

Elementary Algebra 201-205 MAT 0024 Required
206-209 See note (3)

210+ MAT 1033 See note (4)
or higher

*Actual CPT scale scores are converted through a computer scoring process to
provide common scales with the MAPS,

Students who enroll without sufficient proficiency ir English may postpone
being tested on the MAPS by taking the English Placement Test (EPT) and enrolling
in English as a Second Language (ESL) coursework. The following scores will be
used in determining placement: :

EPT Raw Score Course Placement

0 -20 ESL College Preparatory Level I
21 - 35 ESL College Preparatory Level II
36 - 90 College Level ESL (I - IV)

91 -100 Exempt from ESL

Note:
(1) Minimum scale score.

(2) Students falling below the passing score in both Ar;thmetic and Algebra must
take MAT Q003 and MAT 0024 either sequentially or concurrently,

Although eligible for MAT 1033, students in this score range are encouraged to
begin their-mathematics sequence-with MAT-0024. -

Mathematics placement for students scoring 210+ on MAPS depends upon the
student's major, previous coursework in mathematics, and transfer program (see
appropriate AA grid). )

Writing samples may be administered in English classes and class placement
changed based on the results of the writing sample. In keeping with State Rule,
Students at or above the cutscores identified as likely to benefit from college
Preparatory placement may enroll in college preparatory courses.
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