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2d Session SENATE

Calendar No. 1015
REPORT
101-551

RADON TESTING FOR SAFE SCHOOLS ACT

Ocromm 22 (legislative day, °masa 2), 1990.Ordered to be printed

Mr. BURDICK, from the Committee on Environment and Public
Works, submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany S. 1697]

The Committee on Environment and Public Works, to which was
referred the bill (S. 1697) to require local educational agencies to
conduct testing for radon contamination in schools, and for other
purposes, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon
with an amendment and recommends t}-st the bill, as amended, do
pass.

GENERAL STATEMENT

The Radon Testing for Safe Schools Act (S. 1697) responds to the
serious public health threat posed by exposure of school age chil-
dren to radon gas. The bill provides for radon testing of schools lo-
cated in high risk radon areas and provides limited financial assist-
ance to schools for mitigation of high levels of radon.

BACKGROUND

Radon is a naturally occurring, radioactive gas that can seep in-
doors, cause damage to lung tissue, and increase the risk of lung
cancer. According to EPA, radon may cause 20,000 lung cancer
deaths in the United States each year, second only to cigarette
smoking.

An estimated 10 percent of homes in the United States have
radon at levels above the EPA recommended action level (above 4
picocuries per liter of air (pCi/L). Over the past several years, EPA
has conducted surveys of radon in homes iu some 25 States (see ap-
pendix I). These surveys indicate that one homo in four nationwide
may have radon at levels above the EPA recommended action
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level. In some States, the percentage of homes with radon abovethe recommended action level is even higher. Based on this surveydata, EPA has recommended that every detached home in theUnited States be tested for radon.
In April 1989, EPA reproted the results of a preliminary assess-ment of radon levels in schools. EPA Administrator William Reillystated at that time:

Indoor radon is one of the major environmental healththreats facing Americans, and I am now recommending
that schools nationwide be tested.

The EPA survey included 130 schools in 16 States (see appendixII), 54 percent of which had at least one room with radon levelsabove the EPA recommended action level. A total of 3,000 class-rooms were tested in the survey; 19 percent had radon at levelsabove the EPA action level and three percent had levels higherthan 20 pCi/L. The highest level of radon detected was 136 pCi/L(see appendix III for more detailed data).
EPA found that radon measurements vary from school to schooland classroom to classroom. Ground floor classrooms are more of aconcern than those on higher levels, because radon permeates in-doors from the ground.
EPA concluded that children may be at greater risk from expo-sure to radon than adults. EPA states:

Until more data become available, it is prudent toassume that childrei are at higher risk from exposure toradon than are adults for two reasons. First, children havesmaller lung volumes and higher breathing rates, whichmay result in higher radiation doses to children from agiven radon concentration. Second, the probability that aspecific dose of radiation will induce cancer may differwith age.
EPA has successfully reduced elevated radon levels in Marylandand Virginia classrooms by using mitigation techniques similar tothose used in private residences.
EPA developed an interim report in March 1989 entitled "RadonMeasurements in Schools." This report provides background infor-mation on radon and health effects, and suggests methods for mon-itoring radon in schools and taking remedial action, once elevatedradon levels are confirmed. EPA plans to issue a final guidancereport on radon in schools in the fall/winter 1990.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION

On September 28, 1989, the Radon Testing for Safe Schools Act(S. 1697) was introduced by Senators Lautenberg, Chafee, Bradley,Moynihan, Lieberman, Conrad, Heinz, Pell, and Dodd. This legisla-tion builds on the Radon in Schools Detection Act, introduced withSenator Chafee in the 100th Congress, and later combined with leg-islation introduced by Senator Mitchell to form the Radon ProgramDevelopment Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-551). Similar legislation,H.R. 3370, was introduced in the House on September 28, 1989, byCongressman Gordon.
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The Subcommittee on Superfund, Ocean and Water Protection
held a hearing on the bill on May 23. The Subcommittee approved
a substitute to S. 1697 offered by Chairman Lautenberg at a mark-
up on June 28.

The substitute bill reflects changes suggested at the hearing and
other comments hy interested groups and individuals. There are
several key elements in the reported bill

Guidelines.New authority is established for EPA to devel-
op guidelines for the testing and remediation of radon in
school buildings.

Testing.The bill provides for radon testing in schools locat-
ed in designated high risk radon areas. Testing is to be com-
pleted by September 30, 1993. The Administrator is given au-
thority to extend the schedule to assure that appropriate guid-
ance is available to support such testing.

Grants for Mitigation.Schools with high radon levels are
eligible for assistance for mitigation. Grants are to be adminis-
tered by the States. Grants for mitigation may also cover the
cost of initial testing.

The authorization for the existing State raden grant pro-
gram of $10 million per year is extended to 1992 and is in-
creased by $5 million in that year for radon remediation and
testing in ;thools. An additional authorization of $5 million is
provided for school assistance in fiscal years 93-96.

Standards.The bill provides that testing and remediation
is to be conducted by individuals and firms trained by the EPA
or approved by the EPA proficiency testing program.

Penalties.The requirements of the bill, which is drafted as
an amendment to title III of the Toxic Substances Control Act,
are subject to existing authority for citizen suits in TSCA.

HEARINGS

The Subcommittee on Superfund, Ocean and Water Protection
held a hearing on S. 1697 on May 23, 1990. Witnesses at the hear-
ing included representatives of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Surgeon General, the Academy of Pediatrics, the Na-
tional Education Association, and the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection.

ROLLCALL VOTES

Section 7(b) of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate
and the rules of the Committee on Environment and Public Works
require that any rollcall votes taken during consideration of this
bill be announced in this report.

The Committee on Environment and Public Works considered
the reported bill at a mark-up on October 4, 1990 and approved the
bill by voice vote. No rollcall votes were taken with regard to the
bill.

REGULATORY IMPACT

In compliance with rule 11(b) of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules
of the Senate, the Committee makes the following evaluation of the
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effect of the reported bill: It is not expected that there will be any
regulatory impact of the reported bill.

COST OF LEGISLATION

Section 403 of the Congressional Bmiget and Impoundment andControl Act requires tha c. each report contain a statement of the
cost of the bill prepared by the Congressional Budget Office. Thatreport follows:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,

Washington, DC, October 18, 1990.
Hon. QUENTIN N. BURDICK,
Chairman, Committee on Environment and Public Works,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC

Dear MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-pared the attached cost estimate for S. 1697, Radon Testing for
Safe Schools Act.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased to
provide them.

Sincerely,
ROBERT F. HALE

(For Robert D. Reischauer, Director).

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

1. Bill number: S. 1697.
2. Bill title: Radon Testing for Safe Schools Act.
3. Bill status: As ordered reported by the Senate Committee onEnvironmental and Public Works on October 4, 1990.
4. Bill purpose: S. 1697 would estalllish within the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) a Radon 'resting and Mitigation Assist-
ance Program. The bill would require radon testing in each schoolbuilding located in areas identified by EPA as having elevated
levels of rr. don. The bill authorizes $5 million initially plus $5 mil-
lion annually over the 1992-1996 period for EPA to make loans and
grants to schools to conduct the required testing and to mitigateradon problems if necessary.

5. Estimated cost to the Federal Government:

[By fiscal yea, In nylons el titan)

1991 1992 1993 1994 199$

Autrionzation level
5 5 5 5 5Estimated outlays ..

2 3 2 5

The costs of this bill fall within budget function 300.
Basis of Estimatt.: We assume this bill would be enacted early in

1991 and that the full amounts authorized would be appropriatedfor .each fisoll year. Outlays have been estimated based on histori-cal spending patterns for similar programs.
S. 1697 would authorize $5 million initially to be used for loansor grants to schools to conduct the radon testing required by the

r
t)
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bill. An additional $5 million annually would be authorized by the
bill to provide loans or grants to schools to undertake radon mitiga-
tion measures. We expect grants and loans for radon testing in
schools would begin in 1992 when the results of EPA's national
survey of radon in schools are expected to be available. Following
completion of testing in 1993, we would expect EPA to begin issu-
ing grants and loans to correct radon problems.

To the extent that EPA lends money to schools for testing and
radon mitigation activities, we expect that loan repayments to the
Treasury would commence after 1995. The bill specifies that any
loans provided would bear no interest and would mature within 20
years.

6. Estimated cost to State and local governments: S. 1697 would
require testing of school buildings in regions of the country identi-
fied by EPA has having elevated levels of radon. There are about
103,000 public and private elementary and secondary schools in the
United States. Based on information from EPA, radon testing for a
single school building costs an average of about $1,000. The cost of
diagnosing and correcting radon problems in schools can vary
widely, but typically costs $5,000 to $20,000 per building, based on
EPA experience.

Until EPA completes a national survey of radon contamination
in school buildings, within one or two years, no one will know how
many school buildings are located in areas of the country with ele-
vated radon levels. CBO cannot estimate at this time whether the
amounts authorized by the bill would be adequate to complete the
amount of radon testing that would be required, or adequate to
complete possible mitigation measures.

7. Estimate comparison: None.
8. Previous CBO estimate: None.
9. Estimate prepared by: Kim Cawley (226-2860).
10. Estimate approved by: C.G. Nuckols for James L. Blum, As-

sistant Director for Budget Analysis.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with section 12 of the rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill as
reported are shown as follows: Existi..g law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, exist-
ing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman:

TITLE 15, UNITED STATES CODE

INDOOR RADON ABATEMENT

§ 2661. National Goal

§ 2662. Definitions
For purposes of this title [15 USCS §§ 2661 et seq.]:

(1) The term "local educational agency" means
(A) any local educational agency as defined in section

198 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 3381);

0
t)
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(B) the owner of any nonprofit elerientary or secondaryschool building; and
(C) the governing authority of any 3chool operated pur-suant to section 6 of the Act of September 30, 1950 (64Stat. 1107 [20 USCS § 241]), relating to impact aid for chil-dren who reside on Federal property.

(2) The term "nonprofit elementary or secondary school" hasthe meaning given such term by section 202(8) [15 USCS§ 2642(8)].
(3) The term "radon" means the radioactive gaseous elementand its short-lived decay products produced by the disintegra-tion of the co ement radium occuring in air, water, soil, or othermedia.
(40 The term "school building" has the meaning given suchterm by section 202(13) [15 USCS § 2642(13)].
(5) The term "priority radon area" means an area o; region ofthe United States in wh:ch, in the judgment of the Administra-tor, there is a reasonable likelihood of indoor radon levels abovethe appropriate action level identified pursuant to section303(bX.I) of this title.

§ 2666. Grant assistance to States for radon programs

(C) ELIGIBLE AcrivrriEs.Activities eligible for grant assistanceunder this section are the following:
(1) Survey of radon levels, including special surveys of geo-graphic areas or classes of buildings (such as, among others,public buildings, school buildings, high-risk residential con-struction types).
(2) Development of public information and educational mate-rials concerning radon assessment, mitigation, and control pro-grams.
(3) Implementation of programs to control radon in existingand new strucutures.
(4) Purchase by the State of radon measurement equipmentor devices.
(5) Purchase and maintenance of analytical equipment con-nected to radon measurement and analysis, including costs ofcalibration of such equipment.
(6) Payment of costs of Environmental Protection Agency-ap-proved training programs related to radon for permanent Stateor local employees.
(7) Payment of general overhead and program administra-tion costs.
(8) Development of a data 3torage and management systemfor information concerning radon occurrence levels, and pro-grams.
(9) Payment of costs of demonstration of radon mitigationmethods and technologies as approved by the Administrator,including State participation in the Environmental ProtectionAgency Home Evaluation Program.

F^4
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(10) A toll-free radon hotline to provide information and
technical assistance.

(11) Notwithstanding the limitation in subsection (iX4), pay-
ment, in the form of grants or loans, of costs of implementing
remediation measures necessary to prevent levels of radon in
school buildings above the appropriate action level identified
pursuant to section 303(bX1) of this title: Provided, That such
payments are made in consideration of the financial need of the
applicant.

(12) Payment of costs of conducting radon tests required pur-
suant to section 307(d) of this title: Provided, That such pay-
ments shall be made only in the case of a local educational
agency which received assistance payment to paragraph (11) of
this subsection.

(g) ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.W States may, at the
Governor's discretion, use funds from grants under this section to
assist local governments in implementation of activities eligible for
assistance under paragraphs (2), (3), [and (6)] of (6), (11), and (12)
of subsection (c).

(2) Any rernediation measure for reducing radon in school build-
ings implemented pursuant to this section shall be supervised by a
person who has been approved pursuant to the proficiency program
established pursuant to section 305(aX2) of this title.

(j) AUTHORIZATION.(1) There is authorized to be appropriated
for grant assistance under this section an amount not to exceed
$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1989, 1990, and 1991 and
$15,000,000 for fiscal year 1992.

(2) There is authorized to be appropriated for the purpose of ad-
ministering the grant program under this section such sums as
may be necessary for each of such fiscal years.

(3) Notwithstanding any othei provision of this section, not more
than 10 percent of the amount appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion may be used to make grants to any one State.

(4) Funds not obligated to States in the fiscal year for which
funds are appropriated under this section shall remain available
for obligation during the next fiscal year.

(5) No amount appropriated under this subsection may be used to
cover the costs of the proficiency rating program under section
305(aX2) [15 USCS §2665(aX2)].

(6) Of funds appropriated pursuant to this subsection in fiscal
year 1992, not more than one third shall be used to implement
radon remediation measures for local educational agencies pursuant
to paragraphs (11) and (12) of subsection (c) of this section.

(7) Of funds appropriated pursuant to this subsection in fiscal
year 1992, the Administrator may reserve an amount up to 2 per
centum or $200,000, whichever is the greater, for the purposes of
making grants to local educa:ional agencies for implementation of
measures to reduce radon levels: Provided, That any such local edu-
cational agency is prohibited by State law from receiving grant as-
sistance from the State: Provided further, That the local education-

0
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al agency provides not less than 50 per centum of the cost of imple-menting such measures from non-Federal sources.
(8) There is authorized to be appropriated for grant assistance

under paragraphs (1 1) and (12) of subsection (c) of this sectiort anamount not to exceed $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1993, 1994,1995, and 1996.

§ 2667. Radon in schools

(c) GUIDELINES.(1) Within one year of the date of enactment of
this subsection, the Administrator shall publish guidelines on test-ing for and rernediating radon in school buildings.

(2) After the publication ofguidelines pursuant to this subsection,testing and renzediation carried out pursuant to this section shall beconducted in a manner consistent with such guidelines.
(3) Any radon testing or remediation of school buildings conduct-ed prior to the publication of guidelines pursuant to this subsectionshall be considered to meet the requirements of this section if thetesting or remediation is conducted consistent with any interimguidance published by the Administrator or a State where the Ad-ministrator determines that such guidelines are substantially con-sistent with the guidelines published under this subsection.
(d) REQUIREMENT FOR RADON TESTING.(1) Within two yearsafter designation by the Administrator of an area as a priorityradon area each local educational agency located in whole or inpart in such dc;ignated area shall conduct tests for radon in each

school building owned or operated by the local educational agency(2) The Administrator may extend the schedule for testing forradon pursuant to this subsection to the date two years from thedate of publication of testing guidelines pursuant to subsection (c) ofthis section.
(3) The Administrator shall, as expeditiously cm practicable, desig-nate areas as priority radon areas based on

(A) surveys of residences for radon; or
(B) the survey required by paragraph (4) of subsection (a) ofthis section; or
(C) other date, including geological data.

The Administrator shall designate areas pursuant to this para-graph no later than September 30, 1991.
(4) The results of any tests conducted pursuant to this section by alocal educational agency shall be available for public review in theadministrative offices of the local educationa! agency duringnormal business hours. The local educational agency shall notifyparent, teacher, and employee organizations of the availability ofsuch results and shall send the results to the Administrator and theagency of the State implementing radon programs.
(5) Any radon testing conducted pursuant to this section shall besi.pervised by a person who has received instruction pursuant to anEPA or equivalent State approved program, as determined by theAdministrator and shall use radon measurement devices and meth-ods approved by the radon proficiency program established pursuantto section 305(aX2) of this title.
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APPE)TIX III
SCHOOL PROTOCOL DEVELOPMENT STUDY - PHASE 1

Sunman Phase Radon Measurements
(Ground Coma Rooms)

STATE SUMMARY - BY SCHOOLS

STIE

TOTAL
NUABIR

CF PERCENT POCENT

MAM914
RADON
MEL

COLORADO II 36.4 0.0 15.6
GEORGIA 6 50.0 0.0 12.3
ILLINOIS 6 100.0 0.0 19.2
INDIANA 6 16 7 0.0 6 0
KANSAS 5 40.0 0.0 5.7
MAINE 12 58.3 8.3 24.8
MINNESOTA 14 28.6 0.0 10.7
MISSOURI I I 27.3 0.0 12.6
MONTANA 1 100.0 100 0 50 9
NEVADA 6 33.3 0.0 6.1
NEW JERSEY 9 33 3 0.0 15.3PEW MUD 14 50.0 7.1 40.9
NarnumarA 4 75.0 0 0 6.9
TENNESSEE 11 100.0 90.9 136 2
WASHENGTCN 1! 100.0 36.4 97.9
WYOMING 3 66 7 0.0 13 0

U.S. SLMMARY 130 53 8 13.1 136.3

STATE SUMMARY - BY ROOMS

ROWS RADON
REALM LEVEE.Z2l3J. KWSTATE

TOTAL. worfrrNIffiFW0414
NUMIlit ROM

OF MAIM
ICCNS ;IDOL

COLORADO 324 3.4 0.0 15.6
GEORGIA 257 23.0 0.0 12.3
ILLINOIS 110 25.5 0.0 19.2
INDIANA 168 0.6 0.0 6.0
KANSAS 116 18.1 0.0 5.7
MAINE 147 17.7 1.4 24.8
MINNESOTA 293 4.1 0.0 10.7
MASSOURI 215 4.7 0.0 12.6
MONTANA 14 64.3 14.3 50.9
NEVADA 128 5.5 0.0 6 1
NEW JERSEY 342 4.1 0.0 15.3
NEW MOM 193 28.5 3.6 40.9
NCRTHIMICOTA 140 1.1 0.0 6.9
TENNESSEE 273 81.3 28.2 136.2
WKAINGXN 240 39.2 5.8 97 9
WYOMING 68 19.1 0.0 13.0

US SUMMARY 3028 19.3 3.4 136.3

1 2



APPENDIX IV
S. 1697, as reported, follows:
Sex-noN 1, This A-1 may be cited as the "Radon Testing for Safe Schools Act".

FINDINGS

SEC. 2. THE CONGRESS FINDS THAT,(a) Exposure to radon gas causes about 20,000
lung cancer deaths eacu year.

,b) Radon may be especially hazardous to small children who spend a substantial
portion of a day in school buildings.

lc) Testing for and remediation of elevated levels of radon is relatively simple and
inexpensive.

(d) Studies by the Environmental Protection Agency indicate that 54 per centum
of schools tested above have at least one room with elevated levels of radon and that
over 20 per centum of all school rooms tested had elevated levels of radon.

(e) On April 20, 1989, the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency
issued a national advisory recommending that all schools be tested for radon.

(ft There is a need for improved information on proper methods and procedures
for testing and remediation of radon in school buildings.

(g) There is a ueed for the Federal Government to provide financial assistance to
States and local ee _zational agencies for implementatiem of measures to reduce ele-
vated levels of radon.

REQUIREMENT FOR RADON TESTING IN SCHOOLS

SEC 3, Seceol. 307 of the Indoor Radon Abatement Act of 1989 (15 U.S.C. 2601 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new subsections:

"(c) GUIDELINES.(1) Within one year of the date of enactment of this subsect;on,
the Administrator shall publish guidelines on testing for and remediating radon in
school buildings.

"12) After the publiwtion of guidelines pursuant to this subsection, testing and
remediation carried out pursuant to this section shall be conducted in a manner
consistent with such guidelines.

13) Any radon testing or remediation of school buildings conducted prior to the
publication of guidelines pursuant to this subeection shall be considered to meet the
requirements of this section if the testing or r mediation is con 'ucted consistent
with any interim geidance published by the Administratore ; State where the Ad-
ministrator determines that such guidAlines are substar .iy consistent with the
guidelines published under this subsection.

"(l) REQUIREMENT ma RADON TESTING.(1) Within tw ears after designation by
the Administrator of an area as a priority radon ay ea e: local educational agency
located in while or in part in such designated area shat. conduct testa for radon in
each school building owned or operated by the local educational agency.

"(2) The Administrator may extend the schedule for testing for radon pursuant to
this subsection to date two years from the date of publication of testing guidelines
pursuant to subsection (c) of this sectiun.

"(3) The Administrator shall, as expeditiously as practicable, designate areas as
priority raden areas based on

(A) surveys of residences for radon; or
"(B) the survey required by paragraph (4) of sie-3ection (a) of this section; or
"(C) other date, including geological data.

The Administrator shall designate areas pursuant to this pare graph no later than
September 30, 1991.

"(4) The results of any tests conducted pursuant to this section by a local educa-
tional agency shall be available for public review in the administrative offices of the
!oral educational agency during no lu! business hours. The local educational
agency shall notify parent, teachr.r, a d employment organizations of the availabil-

(12)

.r),
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ity of such results and shall send the results to the Administrator and the agency of
the State implementing radon programs.

"(5) Any radon testing conducted pursuant to this section shall be supervised by a
person who has received instruction pursuant to an EPA or equivalent State ap-
proved program, as determined by the Administrator and shall use radon measure-
ment devices and methods approved by the radon proficiency program established
pursuant to section 305(aX2) of this title." .

SEC. 4(a) AumoatzArcort.Section 306(jX1) of the Indoor Radon Abatement Act of
1989 (15 U.S.C. 2601 et. seq.) is amended by inserting after "1991" the following
"and $15,00%000 for fiscal year 1992".

(b) SCHOOL REMEDIATIONSection 306(j) of the Indoor Radon Abement Act of 1989
(15 U.S.C. 2601 et. seq.) is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
paragraphs

"(6) Of funds appropriated pursuant to this subsection in fiscal year 1992, not
more than one third shall be used to implement redon remediation measures
for local education& agencies pursuant to paragraphs (11) and (12) of subsection
(c) of th's section.

"(7) Of funds appropriated pursuant to this subsection in fiscal year 1992, the
Administrator may reserve an amount up to 2 per centum or $200,0^0, whichev-
er is the greater, for the purposes of making grants to local educational agen-
cies for implementation of measures to reducs radon levels: Provided That any
such local educational agency is prohibited by State law from receiving grant
assistance from the State: Provided further, That the local educational agency
pmvides not less than 50 per centum of the cost of implementing such measures
from nonFederal sources.

"(8) There is authorized to be appropriated for grant assistance under para-
graphs (11) and (12) of subsection (c) of tais section an amount not to exceed
$5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 1993, 1994, 1995, and 1996.".

(c) GRANT Etamstury.Section 306(c) of the Indoor Radon Abatement Act of 1989
(15 U.S.C. 2601 et. seq.) is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
paragraphs

"(11) Notwithstanding the limitation in subsection (iX4), payment, in the form
of grants or loans, of costs of implementing remediation measures necessary to
prevent levels of radon in school buildings above the appropriate action level
identified pursuant to section 303(bX1) of this title: Provided, That such pay-
ments are made in consideration of the financial need of the applicant.

"(12) Payment of costs of conducting radon tests required pursuant to section
307(d) of this title: Provided, That such payments shall be made only in the case
of a local educational agency which received assistance payment to paragraph
(11) of this subsection.".

(d) CLARIMCAT1ON.Section 306(g) of the Indoor Radon Abatement Act of 1989 (15
U.S.C. 2601 et si.) is amended by striking "and (6)" and inserting in lieu thereof
"(6), (11), and (12)' .

(e) TESTING AND REMEDIATION STANDARDS.(1) Section 306(g) of the Indoor Radon
Abatement Act of 1989 (15 U.S.0 2661 et seq.) is amended by inserting after "Gov-
ernments."the following "(1)" and inserting at the end thereof the following new
paragraph

"(2) Any remediation measures for reducing radon in school buildings imple-
mented pursuant to this section shall be supervised by a person who has been
approved pursuant to the proficiency program established pursuant to section
305(aX2) of this title.".

DEFINITION

Sac. 5. Section 302 of the Indoor Radon Abatement Act of 1989 (15 U.S.C. 2601 et.
seq.) is amended by adding at the end thereof the following new paragraph

"(5) The term 'priority radon area' means an area or region of the United
States in which, in the judgmeht of the Administrator, there is a reasonable
likelihood of indoor radon levels above the appropriate action level identified
pursuant to section 303(b)(1) of this title."

PREEMPTION

SEC. 6. (a) CONSTRUCTION OF PROVISIONS AS NOT PREEMoTING OTHER LAWS.Noth-
ing in this title shall be construed, interpreted, or app ed to preempt, aisplace, or
supplant any other State or Federal law, whether statutory or common.

(b) AwAsb OF COSTS AND DAMAGE AWARDS.Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued or interpreted to preclude any court from awarding costs and damages associ-

14



14

ated with the testing or mitigation of radon contamination, or a portion of such
costs, at any time.

(c) CONSTRUCTION OF PROVISIONS As NoT PROHIBITING MORE STRINGENT STATE RE-
quntemons.Nothing in this title shall be construed or interpreted as preempting
a State from establishing any liability or more stringent requirements with respect
to radon in school buildings within such State.

(d) CREATION OF CAUSE OF AcrIoN.Nothing in this title creates a .use of action
or in any other way increases or diminishes the liability of any person under any
other law.

(e) EFFECT OF PROVISIONS IN CIVIL ACTIONS FOR DAMAGES.It is not the intent of
Congress that this subsection or rules, regula 'NIB, or orders issued pursuant to this
subsection be interpreted as influencing, in either the plaintiff's or defendant's
favor, the disposition of any civil action for damages relating to radon. This subsec-
tion does not affect the authority of any court to make a determination in any adju-
dicatory proceedings under applicable State law with respect to the admission into
evidence or any other use of this title or rules, regulations, or orders issued pursu-
ant to this title.
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