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ABSTRACT

The number of persons confined to correctional
institutions continues to grow at an unprecedented rate. Some of the
factors contributing to this growth include an increase in the 18- to
25-year-old population, # tougher stance on crime resulting in more
prison sentences, londer sentences because younger offenders commit
more violent crimes, and more sSevere sentences for some types of
offenders. Education is offered by about 890 percent of correctional
institutions, but only about 5 percent of inmates are enroiled in
vocational education programs, although 50 percent could benefit from
them. Despite its limited availability, vocational e”ication has a
long tradition in correctional facilities and is cocasidered to have
great potential. However, provisicn of vocational education is
hampered by lack of funding, inadequate number of programs, outmoded
equipment and materials, and limited space. Some studies have
documented positive relationships betwsen inmates' participation in
vocational education and employment upon release. A newer issue is
provision of vocational ~ducation to female inmates, a population
that has increased 158 percent in the past 10 yvears. Female inmates
have typicallyY had training only in traditional service occupations;
female inmates have sued for more opportunities for vocational
education in nontraditional fields. (This fact sheet lists resources
that provide information about correctional vocational edgucation.
Included are annotations of 14 print resources and a list of 5§
organizaticons that can provide more information.) (KC)
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TRENDS AND ISSUES

ALERTS

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION IN CORRECTIONS

The number of individuals confined to corrections institu-
tions continues to a ?iprwedcnmd rate. During

t
et inmates doubled in part
hecamenftheiulbwmgfac&ors.

o There was more crime due to the large increase in the
number of 18 to 25 year olds in the population, the most

erime-pmne ages.

tonghastaneeunpnmshmentmeantthatmmﬂm
inals were sentenced to prison.

© Becanse younger criminals commit more violent crimes,
thzsentcﬁestcndedmbefmbngc:tems.

© More severe seatences were handed out for certain types
of offenders (i.e., violent, repeat, and drug).

Ednucation is one of six services offered by most corrections
institutions; in fact, about 90 percent of them have educa-
tional programs. However, because access to these programs
is frequently limited, only about S percent of inmates are
enrolled in some of vocational edumuonp;ggam
d&pﬂeg:fa&gatasmy&ssomnxmuldp bly

¢ its limited availability, vocational education has a
long tradition in correctional facilities and is considered by
many to have great me;nual for producing positive results.

X ted with providing vocavion-

fun inadequate number of programs and
mgdlgg’natc and outmoded qunpmem and

namak,daﬁ'madcquam space.

Two issues associated with vocational education in correc-
tions are its_relationship to recidivismy rates and its

ﬁcnit to demonstrate icipation in
eation recidivisi rates. However, there have been
studies that have docv-uented positive relationships bc!wecn
inmates’ paru cipation in vocational education and
employment upon release. According to Hal;aszja n
seems & te to continue to txons!np
among education, employment, and reci based on the
that education leads to employment and employ-
n@e%tl)mbadmmemﬁrcmagmo into society

The number of fem=l: inmates has increased 158 percent in

the last 10 years; consequently, more than half of the states
have been sved to ide women with services equal to
those provided to ma}e inmates. One area of conteation in
these suits bas been the type of vocational education pro-
grams available to women.  Female inmates have typically
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Corrections institutions have argued that it is not cost
effective to provide nontraditional wvocational programs

because there are relatively few women interested in attain-
ing such skills, However, equal vocational education for
female inmates has merged as a major legal issue due to
the 14th Amendment Equal Protection Clanse and Title IX

of the 1972 Education Amendments to the 1964 Civil Rights

Act. More institutions arc now providing females equal
vocational programs. “

A number of factors have combined to create a greater need
for vocational education programs in correctional institutions,
The following resources provide information about this topic.
Included are print resonrces as well as organizations that can
be consulted for ad(htmnal information.” {This overview is
based on Halasz 1988.)

Print Resources
Dollar, E. M, 'l'bcm from Back to Prison
in Oklahom aumalﬁi& no. 1
(January-Febmary 1988): 29-30 (ER.IC No. EJ 364482)

A program at the Lexington Training Center in Oklahoma
that has a 16 percent recdivism rate compared to 55 percent
overall is described.

Downes, E. A;; Monaco, K. R; and Schreibder, S. 0. "Eval-
uating the Effects of Vocational Education on Inmates:
A Rescarch Model and Preliminary Results.” In Yearbook
qcammmm 1989, edited by 8. Du,gmd.
Laurel, MD: Correctional hducatmn Association;
Bumaby BC: Institute for the Humg.aities, Simon Fraser

1989, (E.RIC Document Re uction Service
No Z&S

This er dascribe.s the development and piiot t of
2 rescarch model that will be used for a long-term io ow-
up study on ex-inmates who have completed vocational train-
ing during their incarceration.

F C. S J and 1P

addxs, R.,Guﬁ, Long, Fhmﬂnfmbm
Nanonal Center fm- Research in Vocanonal Educati
The Ohio State University, December 1986. c%
Dommem!leproduams«wceNo.EDﬂSSOQ)

Assists corrections ndmmm:torsmthetask of

for mm:nal education ﬁc;ungamsf
through preparing and submitting appli argrants.

Halasz- L. M. "Evaluating Vocational Education Programs
in Correctiopal Inscitutions” Joumal of Comrectional
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4 ber 1982): 7-10. (ERICN
mmoss?’m (Decem ): (ERIC No.

'Disem for ing vocatiopal education
eish: steps mhumng
Hatasz.!.M *Education behind Bars: Focus on Vocational

Education ocational Needs

forlnmaw& In Ve Special
Leamers: Five Years of Research ard Development, edited
J.K.Ch‘mand.l E. Friedeaberg, Cohmbus.
ational Center for Rescarchm\lomﬁoml o%
'!‘heObxoS!ate Jniversity, Decem
Dcmmtkeproduﬁm&enmmmsmm

'l'h:sdmg:r ides a review and synthesis of the last 5
yeaxsqf mmedmmmaledmmmthe

Hmel!,Lw 'Keegng ﬁomcnmmg;m

s.lsa:;mry-l’cbma:y 1988): 28-29, 71. (ERIC N

7.5 percent of those who receive vocational
gtﬂyﬁntommkansaspmmafmrdmmpmedm

percent
R E. "An Open-Ended Oycle
ol Education® sy
38 no. 1 (March 1987): 810, (ERIC No. EJ 350 316),

The ency-basedvommmal i
used at the ryiand Correctional Training er is
described.

Skills into the

Learn, R, L. Empl
Vocahonal Classrom ented at the Pennsyl-
Statewide ucation Inservice (Cam

Corrections P
Hxll,P August 10-12, 1988 C Document Repro-
duction Service No. 2‘)’7’&)m

Drscribasaprmcfmmrpm empl skills
dxrectlymto curriculum in th ém‘ﬁmup corrwtions

Nskon,O deiIbenmn,A.Camw

%!ammj&nm; Vocat txonal,Te?mm.l i’n{iﬂ%
%RIC Document Reproduction Service omﬁo. ELD

on resnlts of site visits to five correctional insti-
tutior in Wisconsin conducted as part of the davalopment
of an evalvation model for the competency-based vocational
mmbxme“fmmmmswm

orton, L; Giccone, J. K.; and Littlefield, J. F. Improving

Vmﬂimd PIW Female Inmates: A (‘aﬁwehm-
sive Approach (o Programs. Cohtmbus.mancnal

Center for Research in Vocational
Sm:UnivwEig 1987. FERIC Document Reproduction
Service No. ED 279 863).

Prowdesgpidcﬁnesmdsnppoﬂtomdmeﬁzmsadmm
tmo:sin:mprovmgthcquahtyan quantity of vocational
education programs offered at thei institutions for female

s
ERIC is sponsored by the Office of Educational
Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of
Education

ot 23 I R 0 N LA Baa ot b mi et o o DERSLLL POT,

1. 8. "Vocational Education in Corrections: A Piece
BFWP&'R&WW Education 7, no. 3
(May-June 1986): 48-55. (ERI EJ33‘7566)

Dmsssmenzedfmmuonalmmmmons

o develop relationships with personnel within
Lhe meciation and the communiy. > |

S ncts: i Honahook for Coureniona) B dycoton B
Fences: A Hi
Columgs. National Center for R&search
in Vocational Education, The Ohio State Uni

)C Document Reproduction Service No. m

Basedmnsmdy characteristics and practices

mnmaqla institu-
th:sbandbook:s loassrstmdionaledm~

to:smmpmvmgpmg&ns for persons.

thtchcad, V. Mnnd\, L.; and GW
R%at SEm%td. &pmmem of A ti
tion, June 1987, (HRIC mﬁfﬁ ?Seml:
une ¢ on Service
No. ED 287 098).

Describes a eondnctedto inmates in Will
pmect help prison

County, Illinois, make transition t¢c employment
mtﬁtymmmumty poys
an AW, 'FullﬁmeVoeanmalemmg in Correc-
easut ance.” Joumal
Edmmw 39 no 3 September 1988):
133, (Emcmmz'fs‘m
Describes a study to measure the im of full-time

vncanonalsmdcmswhowcremmtcdatthrnmeof
their training,

(hwanlnﬁms

erican Correctional Association, 4321 Hartwick Road,
A Suite 1.208, College "ark, D 30740 (301/699-7600)

Association on for Femaie Oﬁcnd:rs,

Drive, Atlanta, GA 30334 ( /656-4593)

Correctional Education A.ssocmng& 8025 Laurel Lakes
Court, Laurel, MD 20707 (301/490-1440

National Amnom of Juvemlc Correctional ncies, 36

Locksley Lane, Springfield, IL. 62704 (217/787-0690).

National Institute of Corrections/National Academy of Cor-
1790 30th Street, Suite 130, Boulder, 80301
(303/ , 303/444-1101).

This Trends and Issues Alert was developed in 1990 by Susan
Imel, ERIC Clearir “house on Adult, Career, and Vocational
R ch an:llt?n mmmﬁ%sm&mammﬁfdﬁgmmum
esear m u
mnder Contract m 5. ™
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