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THE JOHN ROLFE MUSEUM
AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER

THE FINAL REPORT

The John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center, as
of September 1988, completed its status as a two-year recip-
ient of the Excellence in Education, Special School Grant
# ERI-G-86-0092, Due to the in-depth extensiveness of the
Year-One Report, December 1987, and the understanding that
the Year-One Report will accompany this Final Report, the in-
formatinn to be provided here will only capsulate the origi-
nal status of the project and year-one progress, As directed,
this final account, with the exception of a year-one summary
and the objectives and their supporting activities, will
encompass only year~-two activities and growth,

Before reporting on the specific areas of the museum
progress as it has built on the previous year's accomplish-
ments, thoughts must be shared on the undergirding philosophy
of the entire project. Revitalizing the humanities and
dissolving what seems to be a nationwide stereotype of his-~
tory as a static discipline have been two major driving
forces behind its development. These genuine concerns were
aptly expressed by Charles Sydnor, President of Emory and
Henry College and speechwriter for former Governor Robb., In
a speech delivered to the Virginia Foundation for the Humani-
ties he said,

"What are the stakes in the extremely impor-
tant enterprise...in examining how the humanities
may gain a greater place and a stronger role in
the secondary curriculum?

The stakes are enormous. There is no other
effort now contemplated or undertaken in American
education, at any level, more critical to the
development of the minds of the young or to their
preparation for inheriting the future we will leave
them, than the re-emphasis on the humanities at the
secondary level."

The stakes are the children and their perceptions of them-
selves in relation to the legacies left for them, and the
future they create for themselves! This responsibility lies
in the hands of many. Statistics show that providing for the
many academic experiences that encompass the humanities is at
a low ebb, Not only each school system, but each teacher,
must mzet that need through adopting different techniques
which stir a desire to learn. The John Rolfe Museum is one
serious and creative effort in that direction,

Another national and local concern being emphasized in

the Rolfe Museum is the emphasis on thinking, questioning and
inquiry as catalysts in an historical and humanitarian quest,
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It is learning to locate and analyze evidence and discern the
truth in our historical legacy=--local, state, and national
legacies too precious to be lost to our children, They are
the ones who carry it forward., We as educators must do our
parts to teach young people to relate the past to the present
and future, to gain a better perception of themselves and
others, and to think critically and creatively in the process,
Our calling is to accomplish these goals in meaningful and
exciting ways so learning is internalyzed and applied, If we
do not meet these crucial needs and capitalize on our legacies,
they are lost to the next generation in ignorance and in-
difference. Does il matter? Yes, it does, and these positive
attitudes will prevail in the Rolfe Museum and other places
that it touches.

The demographics for John Rolfe Middle School remain
virtually unchanged from previous reports. The John Rolfe
Museum has, however, begun to expand its audience beyond
those students previously using the facility and materials,
In addition to greater use of the museum at Rolfe, teachers
at two other Henrico County Schools have objects, documents,
and activities presently on loan in their classrooms, One is
using the reproduction objects and primary sources as integral
parts of historical research conducted by her students, The
other teacher is using an artifact kit and ar interpretive
activity to teach students how to use & museum as a resource,
Neither school, Tuckahoe nor Byrd Middle Schools, is involved
with the museum enough to justify additional demographic data,
but it is a significant beginning.

Before reporting on year-two progress, it is essential
to review the level of activity prior to funding and summarize
growth during the first year of the grant. At the time the
grant was awarded in September, 1986, The John Rolfe Museum
and Historical Research Center was a six~year old idea with
a small, local history document collection, a number of re-
production Indian artifacts made by the students, mounted en=-
larged photographs and histc.ical activities, and two display
cases located in the Talented and Gifted Center in the school,
The project had the support of the Rolfe administration and
PTA and had received some funding from the county’s Director
of Secondary Education, Community support was also evident
through donations of historical information., Prior to the
grant there was 10 staff position to administer the museum's
development and growth,

With the grant a new and exciting phase emerged, The
grant funding was the much needed impetus giving rise to an
in-house museum which sparked the interest of students, facw
ulty, and the community, A part-~time staff position was
created allowing two days a week for museum work. A class-
room was transformed into a museum setting and a partitioned
research center. Eight exhibits were planned through the
cooperative efforts of students, the museum coordinator, and
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a professional exhibit designer., Area and state historical
institutions and museumns became involved with the intensive
work and research being conducted by the students and museum
coordinator., Materials for exhibit construction were pur-
chased as was a voluminous amount of archival material and
historical data for research and exhibition. Seven hundred
and seventy books of an historical and literary nature were
donated by a Richmond historian. Lessons, activities, and
units were developed by the museum coordinator. As many as
fifteen presentations have been given for teachers in Henrico
and other school systems, for community organizations, and
for state and international conferences and a university
class. Monetary contributions and community interest have
been forthcoming. With the awarding of this grant, came
another Excellence in Education award from a state university.
The Year-Or.e Repcrt and this Final Report provide the exten-
sive details which make these above advancements come alive.
The grant, in essence, made this museum and research center
possible,

In detailing the progress of the project it is imperative
to note four factors which have had an adverse influence on
its development since last December. One factor was that the
$15,000 grant amount for year two was devoted fully to per~-
sonnel allocations, and there were no allowances for carry-
over funds for year two of the grant. This fact was not known
at the outset of the grant., This necessity meant no money
for materials and operating expenses. The only funds availa-
ble for that purpose were community contributions. Collec-
tion acquisition, exhibit development, and other activities
were curtailed. Another factor is that a full~-time position,
stated in the grant proposal for year two, did not become a
reality.

The museum coordinator continued to direct and teach in
the Program for the Talented and Gifted at Rolfe and admin-
ister the museum's development simultaneously. Thus, museum
work was once again limited to two days a week., 1The time was
just not available to execute every phase of the o:iginal pro-
posal. The third factor which adversely affected the momen-
tum of the project was a decision by the School Board not to
budget for a museum staff position once the grant expired.
This decision made last March, raised questions as to the
future of the project. Prior to this docision the museum
coordinator made extensive efforts to justify this funding
through meetings with Central Of{ice personnel, the prepara-
tion of a detailed operating budget, the request for personnel
which was submittaed, and a brief presentation to the Superin-
tendent of Scheoolg, an Assistant Superintendent, and members
of the School Board. [.aotails of these efforts are delineated
i the Year-One Report, Decemizer 19§87, and the March, 1988
Quarterly Report.

As of September, 1988, the museum is not staffed. The
coordinator is now teaching full-time and directing the Pro-



gram for the Talented and Gifted. So much progress in the
last two years makes putting an end to the project incon-
ceivable, but it cannot exist and accomplish its goals with-
out professionai directicn. With fervent belief that it is

a unique and valid educational program and an optimisr. in its
value and potential, the coordinator is attempting to maintain
the project and encourage its use by teachers and students
until further funding materializes, These efforts will be
described in other areas of the report.

In addition to these problems it should be noted that
from the 1986-87 school sessions to the present, John Rolfe
Middle 3chool has had three different principals in three
years. This fact renders continuity of administrative support
and in-depth knowledge of the project virtually impossible.
In addition to new principals, both assistant principals have
also changed since 1986,

Deswite these four factors, the museum coordinator con-
tinues to fervently believe in the need for and potential of
the project. The museum and historical research class con-
tinues to work on the museum's development under the direction
of the coordinator during her teaching schedule, and other
efforts are being made to keep the project alive despite the
lack of any personnel or staff time, Within the last few
months $2,950 was allocated by the Superintendent for materi-
als and operating needs, This funding gave some much needed
assistanc~, but the project cannot survive without personnel,
To reverse the process, however, as well as the monetary in-
vestment, and most of all to nullify the intellectual and
creative energies of the students would be tragic,

The types of activities and studies which have been pro-
vided for the students encompass a multitude of experiences.
These experiences can be categorized to incorporate the follow-
ing:

~training in historical research methods

~research on seventeenth century Virginia and England

-teaching and applicetion of critical and creative
thinking skills

-emphasis on a respect for historical and democratic
legacies and their relationships to the present

-teaching students specialized vocabulary and how to
teach other students through the use of the museum
resources

~development of positive attitudes and a spirit for
active inquiry and learning

-museum functions and operations

-use of other museums

-interview and questioning skills

-presentations

~investigations and projects in local history

-exhibit design and development

-exposure and activities related to historical research
careers.
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The museum and historical research class is devoting its
two class periods a week to local history research and an in-
vestigation of John Rolfe and Pocahontas, This research will
constitute the information displayed in the Rolfe~Pocahontas-
Varina exhibit for which plans have been designed, The pro-
jected completion date for this exhibit is early snring, 1989,
The Henrico County Media Department agreed to transfer the
student-written data to acetate strips with old English letter-
ing. Visuals for this exhibit were acquired from the Virginia
State Library and the Virginia Historical Society.

Three other topics for which some exhibit research has
been conducted by students are sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
tury .English life and architecture. In addition, students
have conducted extensive research on English herb gardens of
the same period, Their research has included an introductory
session with a horticulturalist and an herb specialist and
visits to a sixteenth century English house and museum, These
visits afforded the students opportunities to tour the herb
gardens there and to actunally work with a horticulturalist in
digging and cultivating a practice plot. As a result of the
students' work and research in this area, one student has
established an herb garden of his own and contributed research
materials and samples to a classroom display.

The John Rolfe Middle School Community Council, an active
group of school and community patrons, donated $500 to the Rolfe
Museum for the herb garden. This Council has followed the
museum's development, and its members have contributed their
interest, support, and suggestions,

In addition to the gift of the Rolfe Community Council,
the Varina Woman's Club gave a contribution to the museum
again this year. The gift in the amount of $250 affirms the
continued support of this community organization. Their de-
sire to remain informed of the museum's progress was evident
through a second invitation to present a program in the nuseum,
This presentation was given in Aoril, 1988,

The professional exhibit consultant who worked with the
project during year one, was not involved with the project
during year two due to a lack of funds. Through recent
community contributions and county funds budgeted for opera-
ting expenses and materials, he will be called upon during the
coming year to evaluate the execution of several of his ex-
hibit designs and to assist in the development of additional
plans.

In a continued effort to disseminate information about
the museum and its educational, research, and enjoyment oppor-
tunities a number of presentations were given during the past
year. These presentations have ranged from educators to
community groups to an internationalconference. Educators
who have been exvosed to the museum and its purposes this past



year include teachers in seven of the ten departments at John
rolfe. These presentations given from October, 1978 through
spring, 1988, involved approximately sixty Rolfe staff members.
pecause of the museum's major historical £ocus reachers in
the history department were given & gpecial afternoon geminar
in October. 1988 to inform them of the museum's purposes pro-
vide them with an inventory. acquaint them with the nature O
the interpretive activities, and discuss ways in which they
cap make use of the facility. other teachers in the county
who have been in the museum for workshops and seminars include
the middle and high school history department chairmen and the
county History Coordinator, and the middle school teachers in

the Programs for the ralented and Gifted.

geveral groups within the school system have requested
programs or presentations. These groups include the superin-
tendent and School Board, the County advisory poard for the

Community council. Community organizations receiving presen-
tations on the project were the varina woman's club and the
Friends of varina.

within the museum community . meetings relating to the

museun's goals and programs have been held with staff members

at the Museum of the confederacy and gtratford Hall. Strat-
' .

offered residential seminar. The Museum of the confederacy
donated on indefinite loan a replica of a nineteenth century
trunk holding primary source reproouctions from their collec~
tion. Examples of sources acquired include 1860's newspapers,
a map. prints, @ journal recording, sheet music, and objects
in a soldier's haversack. Accompany ing this outreach program
in the form of a traveling kit is 2 three—week classroom
curriculum pased on the inquiry process of learning.

The most far-reaching opportunity for dissemination came
with an invitation to present at the International Reading
conference in Toronto, canada. The title of this presentaticn
was "An in-school Museum:? guilding Tdentity and critical
Thought . " The major areas of focus were how che project
originated, the grant funding, an overview of project goals,
exhibit development the nature of the collection, and the
roles of the students in its development and educational pro-
grams. TwWO overriding themes permeating these topics through-
out the presentation were the educational philosophy as it re-
lates tO student learning and application of critical think~-
ing skills and methods of replication.

Distributed at each presentation were booklets on the
nuseum. aAlthough each different pooklet 18 prepared to meet
the needs of a particular audience, & general description of
this dissemination material included a number of facets of



the museum's objectives, activities, guidelines for using
any museum, suggested activities, and volunteer opportuni-
ties. Dissemination of materials, ideas and objectives of
the project has been a major goal during the past two years.

In addition to dissemination efforts of the museum
coordinator, students have had an active role in this goal,
as well as in the actual teaching process. The museum and
historical research group, who work on the museum's develop-
ment, has given presentations and "tours" of the facility.
They have created the exhibits, assisted in the writing of
activities and have served as "young ambassadors" in sharing
their enthusiasm for the project. Three students in the
museum group painted a mural for a special statewide pro-
gram, "Jamestown: Another Perspective." The 8" X 4' mural
is now on exhibition at Jamestown Festival Park along with
twenty-six other student contributions from around the state.

Last January, all of the sixth grade students in the
Program for the Talented and Gifted (TAG) taught groups
from eleven sixth grade classes in the Rolfe Museum, The
lessons they learned to develop included object analysis,
critical thinking skills, skills on how to use a museum
as a resource, and information on local and regional museums.,
Thei. 1~sson ideas and activity materials are stored in the
museum for future use.

The sixth grade TAG students this year are serving as
museum resources for their social studies or science classes.,
The emphasis will be on enhancing classroom instruction
through the diverse s.urces of knowledge available in
Richmond's museums. Tnese students will also focus on the
variety of resources available in the John Rolfe Museum.

An exciting addition to student involvement in the
museum is a group of students who have not been active
participants in the museum prior to September, 1988, They
initiated a request to do voluntcer work which is much
needed. They work in" the museuvm' two afternoons a week
during the school's study/Activity period.

As stated in the original grant application and the
Year One Repvort, the majnitude of the John Rolfe Museum and
Historical Research Center project determined the need for
a large number of objectives. For each objective, many
activities have been accomplished or are being implemented
on an on-going basis. Each objective is stated with a list
of supporting activities. This segment of this final re-
port will address the full two-year grant period, giving
ways in which each objective has been met since the grant
funding began.

1. To strengthen history and develoo renewed interest
in and respect for its significance in conveying our
historical, social, and democratic legacies.

a. The project is established within a school setting.
b. All of the objectives and activities are aimed
at this broad goal.
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2. To

The museum jtself, the activities, and tpe
research methods appear to stimulate excite-

ment for history.

encourage jnterest in and knowledge of Varina's

heritage as siynificant in local, state, and national

history and to further develop pride in the area.

a.

b,

f£.

h.
i.

k.
1.

Maps in exhibits focus on Henrico County with
special attention given toO Varina.

A proposal has been discussed with a staff member
at the Division of Historic Landmarks for museum
students to work on research for an historical
marker on Rolfe and Pocahontas in Varina
Architectural and archaeological survey files
researched by students will be copied for our
collection.

Major focus of museum is on the Varina area and
kolfe and Pocahontas who lived in the area.
Relationship of Rolfe's tobaccae crop to economic
growth in the virginia colony, and thus, the
nation is emphasized.

History, architectural information, and photo-
graphs of variua Farm (where Rolfe and Pocahontas
are said to have lived) has been added to the
collection by students and. comnunity members.
Cured tobacco, a model of an early Virginia ware-
house, and information on tobacco are in the
museum.

pivision of Historic Landmarks records on Varina
area have been researched.

geveral histories of Virginia families have been
donated.

Presentations on the museum and the historical
importance of the varina area have been given to
Varina Woman's Club, John Rolfe Community Council,
varina Annex Community Council, varina and Highland
Springs Elementary, Middle and High School princi-
pals and community council Ghairmen, and Friends
of Varina.

I have met with individual community members,

The museum was awarded $500 by the Varina woman's
and $500 by the Varina Junior Woman's Club.

sev 'ral papers on varina history have been donated,
stuuents have researched Varina history and devel-
oped a file of materials.

An update presentation was given to the Varina
Woman's Club in April, 1988, The club donated
$250.,00 to the museum at that time,

1i
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An update presentation was given to the John
Rolfe Community Council. The Council donated
$500.,00 to the museum f(r the development of one
of the exhibits, the seventeenth cerntury herb
garden.,

Students visited varina On the James and
interviewed its owner, Mrs. W. J. Stoneman, Sr.
on the history of the farm and the varina area.
A small graphics display on Varina Farm and a map
of the Varina area will be placed in the
research center.

Mrs. Janet Stoneman visited the museum class to
serve as a follow~up resource on the students'
visit to Varina Farm. The land on which the
farm is located is part of the tract owned by
John Rolfe in the early 1600's.

3. To instill pride in the students and community as
preservers of history and strengthen school ties
to the community

b.

All of the above activities also relace to the
objective,

Emphasis has been placed on the museum and research
center as a clearing house for Varina history
and area family histories.

The museum is being developed by students,
Community members have been invited to work as
volunteers.

Booklets on the museum list tymes of volunteer
work needed.

Varina Woman':s Club invited me to their year-
end tanquet and program to emphasize what the
museum was doing for the Varina area. A county
newspaper reprrter was there to highlight the
museum and the Club's donation,

During a research visit to the Virginia
Historical Society, the archivist emphasized the
importance of the work that the students were
doing.

The Vvarina Woman's Club continues to take an
active interest in the museum's development.
The club wrote a letter to the Superintendent
of Schools supporting the museum and its
continuation.

4. To develop interprofessionan cooperation and
effective communication between schools and musaums,
as well as the business and governmental commurities,

a, Staffs at arca museums and instituticns have worked
with students and given of their time and resources,
b. This museum has had a three-year association with



Jamestown where much guidance hag been given,

c. Work with the Valentine Museum gtaff has resulted
ig their request to visit this museum and share

eas,

d. Agecroft Hall ( sixteenth century English country
home brought to Richmond) staff initiated contact
with this museum to offer assistance due to em-
phass on same time period of history.

e. V.C.U. professor brought a graduate class to the
museum for a workshop,

£. Thg above workshop led to an invitation for a
joint presentation on museums at the International
Reading Conference,

g. I am a member of the History and Geography Alliance
in Richmond whose purpose is to bring cooperative
efforts between educational institutions and
museums.

h. Emphasis has been placed on educational use of
community resources,

i. Field trip goals, guidelines, follow-up, and
suggestions have been developed to encourage cluass-~
room use of community resources,

j+ I wrote a booklet for museum educators on guidance
for more effective communication and cooperative
work with schools.

k. Several meetings have been held with the
Curator of Education at The Museum of the
Confederacy to discuss the Rolfe Museum and
ways in which he can assist in the development,

1. The Museum of the Confederacy donated a repro-
duction trunk, newspapers, artifacts, and a
number of mounted nhotographs for use in the
Rolfe Museum. These indefinite loans are for
use in classrooms as traveling kits,

m. A staff member at Stratford Hall visited the
Rolfe Museum to gain ideas for a summer seminar
there.,

n. The Director of the Virginia Historical Society
will visit the museum in January to learn more
about the project and offer his assistance,

o. The Division of Historic Landmarks is willing
to work with the students on a local history
project involving an historical marker,

p. Students are serving as museum resources by
contacting local museums and obtaining infor-
mation and activities for classroom teachers,

5. To collect information about the man, John Rolfe,
and his contributions to Virginia's and the nations'
economic development, and to develop knowledge of
early seventeenth century Virginia Indians with
particular emphasis on Pocahontas and her marriage
to John Rolfe.




The list of materials developed and acquired have all
been listed in a previous part of this paper. A few
examples, however, will be related below:

a. John Rolfe: ds (2) ()
Rolfe Family Records The Rolfe Papers
Copies of a Rolfe letter to Sir Thomas Dale.

A collection of student research from the State

Library; An interpretive paper form Jamestown
Education Department,

b. Pocahontas:

A collection of prints photographed by the State
Library; an interpretive paper from Jamestown
Education Department; Several papers donated by
community members; A book and its manuscript, The
Romance of Pocahontas; A collecticn of student™
research from the State Library,

c. Rolfe and Pocahontas:

History of Varina Farm, The History of Henrico
County; 20" x 24" photographs of State
Library prints of the marriage of Rolfe and
Pocahontas and of her baptism,

d. Economy/tobacco

Model of an early Virginia tobacco warehouse:
Rack of cured tobacco:;

Book on tobacco objects:

Above sources on Rolfe;

Article in TAG newspaper:;

e. The Virginia Indians:

Three major exhibits in the muSeum;

A collection of Woodland Indian (seventeenth century)

tools and objects;

Pocahontas collection;

Mounted copies of deBry engravings made from

1590's drawings (10-8" x 12's");

Mounted Photographs of Jamestown Indian village

(20~ 8" x 12's")., '
f. Students conducted research for a day at the

Virginia Historical Society. The major portion

of documents researched and copied related to

John Rolfe. One significant source is a

lengthy letter in Rolfe's hand written to Sir

Thomas Dale requesting permission to marry

Pocahontas, Other documents on Rolfe and

Pocahontas were also added to the collection, .
g. The museum group is currently conducting

extencive research on Rolfe and Pocahontas for

« large 8' x 7' exhibit. The students are also

assisting with the exhibit design.

11
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6. To Erovide ingormation on Varina Farm, its classifi~
cation as a Virginia Historic Landmark, and 1ts
significance in local, state, and national history.

A number of materials have been collected on Varina
farm which include:-

a. Two papers on the history of Varina Farm

b. Student interview notes and photographs of
conversation with present owner.

c. Copies of Division of Historic Landmark survey
files in support of its designation as a Virginia
Historic Landmark.

d. Infomation on the history and architecture as set
forth in The Development of Colonial Architecture
in the County of Henrico. o

e. Classroom sets of copies of photographs of archi-
tectural features.

See also supportive data for objective #2,

f. See Objective #2, items p, 9/ and r.

7. To collect and incorporate local beritage resources
into the existing curriculum.,

Resources on local heritge and books on how tuo research
and record it include:

a. m,_o_f_gzrﬁg._ce%ﬂ
Sources listed in Objective 35 and 6.
b. Historic Houses Along the James: Tours for
Student Groups. '
c. A Guideb095_59__353%213L§_§%559;ical Markers.,
d. Nearby History, Exp oring the Past Around You.
e. The Virginia Landmarks Register.
f. Local History Collections
- g. Researching, Writing, and Publishing Local History
h. Local Government Records, An Introduction to
their Management, Preservation, and Use
i. Gulde to the Manuscript Collection of the
Virginia Historical Scciety
. Tracing yYour Ancestry, A Guidebook
. Tracing Your Ancestry, A Logbook
. Recording Your Family History

= R

8. To provide a variety of historical resources and
documents pertaining to United States history and

the upcoming U.S. Constitution Bicentennial,

Housed in the historical research center, an abundance
resources on American history and the Constitution
presently exist. These resources include*

a. 770 books primarily on eighteenth, nineteenth and
twentieth century history.

b. Eight National Archives units ranging from the
Constitution to the 1950's. Each unit contains a

12
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significant number of primary source and document

copies. A 1ist is included in the materials
section.

c. The Documents of Freedom posters(Declaration of
Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights).

d. Books on the Constitution range from copies of the
document, to the Constitutional Convention to the
The Federalist Papers.

e. An extensive file has been amassed on the U.S.
Constitution and the Bicentennial.

£. Correspondence with the virginia Bicentennial
Commission has resulted in the museum's
receiving newsletters on a regular basis.

g. Primary source kits, Virginia Historv 1in
bocuments, 1621-1788 and Description of the
Country: virginia Cartographers and Thelr Maps,
1307-1581 were purchased from the virginia
State Library.

To develop analytical and interpretive lessons on
object analysis, works of art as social documents,
architecture, and the use of primary sources.

a. A slide program, ngearch for the Past,” has been
developed and focuses on the reseracher, architec~-
tural historian, archaeologist, curator, and
interp. r and the types of sources they each use
to study the past.

». Lessons on object analysis include two artifact
boxes on Colonial life, a suggested guide for
developing a lesson, and a completely developed
lesson with objectives, questions, student activity
sheets, and ideas for extension.

c. Students have made reproduction Indian objects
using authentic materials and process.

d. Several students developed zn object analysis
lesson using combinations of prints and photo-
graphs. .

e. Activities on works of art as social documents
provide a new avenue for analyzing the past. Those
developed thus far include a unit, "Creative and
Critical Thinking In the World of art," a series
of interpretive quéstions which guide a student
through a painting- available on paper Or in
pulletin form, and a diverse collection of art
prints from the National Gallery of Art.

£. Also included in the area of art are three visually
stimulating books for classroom use on art inter-
pretation and extensive notes taken during programs
for students in the Mational Gallery.

g. Architecture is mainly addressed through a book of

lessons in Henrico County architecture, In addition,

architectural survey files for the Varina area have
been researched by students and identified for
copying.
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h. A great deal of emphasis has been placed on learning
how to identify, appreciate and interpret primary
sources. Some of the developed activities include
primary and secondary source identification, validity
of sources, and fact and opinion, (1 wrote these
several years ago before the grant, but they are used
in the museum and available to teachersd.

i. Also available on primary sources are a unit and
extensive individual lessons with accompanying
materials developed by Colonial Williamsburg, a
lesson in interpretation using three children's letters
of the Revolutionary period, copies of sources
dating to the early 1600's from Jamestown Collection
and eight units which each include about fifty copies
of primary documents (National Archives).

j. A transparency oOn primary sources was designed for
classroom use or teacher inservice.

k. The lesson on object analysis has been rewritten
for clarity and better sequencing of activities.

1. A search and analysis activity has been written
on museum functions.,

m. A sources of knowledge activity using artifacts,
natural specimens, architecture, primary sources,
and art has been written, "In Searrh of Clues to
Knowledge."

n. Three activity sheets have been developed to
accompany analysis of history, science, 'and art
exhibits. These activities were designed
jointly by the museum coordinator and a teacher
at Byrd Middle School.

10. To focus on present and future issues of Richmond and
Henrico County, Virginia and the United States, and the
relationship of those issues to past development and
lifestyles.

a. The Major focus at this point have been on issues
related to Varina and its threatened historic life-
style due to an interstate connector and a new sewage
treatment plant. Population growth is also a con-
sideration.

b. Files are beirg developed on modern day issues in
Henrico County and Richmond.

1l1. To involve students at John Rolfe, Varina High School,
and other county schools, in research for the museum's
development.

a. There has been on-going museum and historical research
clasg every year for the past six years (within the
Talented and Gifted Program).

b. Other students, recommended by history teachers, have
have participated in special activities and field
trips. In time, the class itself will include a
greater cross-section of students.

c. Student activities in museum development now relate to
the five major museum functions as they work on
collections, research, preservation, exhibits and in-
terpretation.
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13.

14.

d. High school students who were in the museum class
have visited and been up-dated on the progress,
particularly since the grant, but they have little
or no time to participate actively. After school [
hours have been discussed.

e. One high school student is an active contributor
to the museum at this time. He is painting the
4' x 10' mural for an exhibit. He has been work-
ing on it since last spring and is almost finished.
He is also writing a log and diary to be used with
the exhibits interpretation.

£. Books on exhibit design, levels, and developing
history-related activities for young people have
been purchased for student and teacher reference.

g. Technical leaflets from the American Association
for State and Local History on developing and
accessioning collections, designing eshibits, and
developing history related activities for young
people have been purchased for student and teacher
use. .

h. Sixth grade students in the Talented and Gifted
Program designed museum-related lessons and
taught them in the Rolfe Museum. Students in
eleven sixth grade classes were released by
their teachers to participate.

i. There is now a museum volunteer group which
works in the musuem two periods a week. They
initiated this request to be involved in Septem-
ber, 1988.

j. Students are serving as museum resources for
classroom teachers.

k. A second high-school student, formerly involved
with the museum's development, will continue his
work on the prehistoric Indian exhibit during
after~-school hours.

To provide an on-going museum training proaram for

students interested in historical research and other
areas of the humanities.

See supportive data for Objective #4 and #1l.

To stimulate students and teachers to conduct
research activities and emulate the work of pro-
fessional historians.

The activities in each of the other objectives
support this important goal.

To utilize staff expertise and resources of local
museums in the development and cneration of The
John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center
and its subsequent educational programs.

See, particularly, supportive data for objectives
t's 4,5,6,8 and 11, Other objectives also address
it as well.




15. 7o teach creative thinking skills so as to draw
inferences from the past and present, project change
for the future, and to initiate meaningful histori-
ans projects in the local areas,

16. To teach critical thinking skills, and

17. To teach the Scientific Inquiry Process as a problem-
solving approach to history and as a valid tool for
sel f-directed learning in any discipline,

a. These objectives are so interrelated, that all
of the skills are usually incorporated into any
given activity or area of research,

b. The entire project is built upon an educational
philosophy of which the critical and creative
thinking skills are inteqgral parts. These
skills permeate all learning situations.,

C. Teaching and developing thinking and problem-
solving skills are crucial objectives in
Henrico County Schools and learning opportuni-
ties in the Rolfe Museum are synonymous with
the development of thinking,

d. Since all activities encompass these objectives,
only a few examples will be given, Copies of
several activities are included in the appendix.

e. The use of the inquiry method underlies most
activities. Refer to the transparency series
in the Appendix of the Year One Report, These
transparencies on primary sources, the inquiry
process and related skills and attitudes, and
broad attitudinal goals are used for instruction
and presentations and workshops.

f. Since January, 1988, special emphasis has been
placed on research skills including identifying
places, types of sources, assembling and
organizing data, distinguishing fact from ovinion,
evaluating sources, and identifying appropriate
criteria for determining the validity of
conflicting data.

g. Teacher workshops .and conference presentations
focus on thinking skills and research
methodology as important goals in the museum's
operation,

h. Student activities and materials prepared for
educators emphasize analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation,

i. Object analysis, primary source interpretation,
lessons on types of sources, content research,
inquiry into historical problems, interviewing
and on site work, and exhibit development are
types of learning experiences which require all
levels of thinking,
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18. To develop classrcom activities and resources which
can be replicated and disseminated.
see secrions of report on materials developed and
acquired, &nd types of activities. Evidence is also
available through other okbjectives and in the appendix.

18. To dincorpeorate an interdisciplinary approach to the
museum and historical research center with special
emphasis ¢n the humanities,

Interdisciplinary instruction is another crucial con-
sideration in educational experiences. Students

need to see the interrelationship of ideas, events,
and disciplines. The museum attempts to provide this
perspective and encourage thought patterns which lead
to a clearer understanding of relationships and the
humanities,

a. Major themes of exhibits are both historical and
environmental,

b. Focus on poeple and land is a common thread in
most exhibits,

C. The exhibit on life in England in the late six-
teenth and early seventeenth centuries will
highlight art, architecture, historical events,
literature, music, government, and the sciences.

d. Primary sources are historical, literary, artistic,
scientific and political in nature.

e. An outdoor extension of the museum will be
a seventeenth century herb garden. The garden
will be designed, planted and maintained by
students, staff, and community members. This
exhibit will add horticulture, cuisine, and
medicine to the research disciplines . A
student is presently working on this area and
our Community Council has expressed an in-
terest in providing some of the funds.

f. Presentations to Rolfe teachers are being
conducted by departmentaso as to relate the
museum resources, activities , and objectives
to each area of content. Teachers are also
asked to share their suggestions as to how to
better relate the museum to the instructional
needs of students in that discipline. This
exchange of ideas has been quite productive.
thus far,and the following are examples of
what the discussion revealed:

-Home Economics and Teen Living-the
seventeenth century herb garden, foods
and fashions of the period

~Vocational Arts- technology of the period

~-English- use of letters, journals, prints,
etc. for creative writing assignments and
research skills

~Physical Education~ games of different
historical periods.
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20.

21.

As ideas for all departments are gathered and
and implemented, the project will assume an
even greater interdiscipl;nary ;tgustgrgéaduate

r in Appendix, submitte o .
i?isg?pghe Artgpand Sciences Revisited. Emphas;s
is on the integration of the arts, Scéepces, an
the humanities in the Rolfe Museum and the

curriculum as a whole.

To teach skills on how to use a museum as a zource
of learning and enjoyment, and to provide in gr-
mation on local museum programs, exhibits, an
services.

a. Students gather information on museums when
i as resources.

b. :iigg are being established on each musuem
in Richmond and the surrounding area.

c. Lessons have been developed on observation
and interpretation of exhibltg.

d. An intensive unit has been written on‘how
to use a museum as a resource, All sixth
grade Talented and Gifted students at Rolfe
and Byrd Middle Schools have been taught
this vnit. As an outlet for their knowledge,
they will be teaching lessons to other glxth
grade students in both schools. The unit
and the students' lessons will be available
to teachers through the Museum.

e, Five slide programs have been developed

on museums, types of exhibits, and how to

interpret and learn from them.

£, I have developed another slide program

on Richmond's cultural, historical, and

educational resources ("The Riches of

Richmond") .

g. See Objective #11.

To provide information and on-site study in
museum related careers,

a. The slide program, "Searth” for the Past,"

provides information on museum and history
careers,

b. Students have interviewed staff members at
several museums.

¢. The AASLH leaflets cover many areas of
museum work.

d. Students have analyzed a film on museums
relating the specific tasks to the major
museum functions.

e. Professional vocabulary has been emphasized
and students are encouraged to use terms

relevant to careers and specialized responsi-
bilities.
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f. Students' activities on the museum are tied in
with the museum functions.

. Archaeology sites and laboratories have been

investigated.

A number of other objectives relate to this one,

A number of American Association for State and

Local History publications and posters now in

the museum provide professional guidelines on

how a museum functions and specific resnonsibi-

lities of staff positions.

=D

These suppnrting activities for each objective are very speci-
fic bu:t because of the two year period covered, there are same
exampies which have probably been omitted unknowingly.

Anticipated outcomes of the project have exceeded the
original plan in many areas but in others have fallen short
of the overall goal. The most obvious disappointment was the
lack of a full-time vosition in year two of the grant period.
That position was stated as part of the year-two plan and
goals and activities were developed accordingly. Without that
position, a number of clacssroom activities contingent upon
that position, were not written. Also, the regular teaching
responsibilities of the museum coordinator made it impossible
to extend the museum into as many classrooms at Rolfe as was
hoped or to take museum resources and activities into other
schools throughout the county. With the museum becoming more
known among teachers at Rolfe and at other schools, teachers
are making requests for resources and greater use of the
facility. Activities were recently completed in two Rolfe
social studies classes, and students will be visiting the
rmuseum at scheduled times in January. The museum coordinator
is using her planning time for these visits. 1In addition,
two other middle schools have borrowed objects and documents
and developed activities. The potential for this type of use
of the museum is virtually untapped, however, since no museum
personnel exists at this time.

The major accomplishment which has exceeded the original
plan is the development of exhibits and a separate space in
the school which has been transformed structurally into a
museum setting. Exolanations for exhibits completed or in
progress are given earlier in this report. Those still
needing a beginning are seventeenth century England, the
architectural structures, and the hands-on archaeological
exhibit. It is important to note that the focus on construct-
ed exhibits has provided an exciting dimension to the research
and work of the students.

The extensive collection in the research c:nter also ex-
ceeded expectations with a book collection which includes over
800 copies and floor to ceiling bookshelves to house them.
The primary source collection also far surpasses original
plans for the two-year period. Student field trims and re-
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search have been largely responsible for this growing collec-
tion.,

The anticipation of receiving professional support from
the museum community at large has been gratifying and has
made research and accessions exceed original plans, At least
ten institutions have been involved directly in the develop-
ment of the Rolfe Museum. Plans continue for their added
and much needed involvement,

Evidence of success of the project is found throughout
the report, but the strongest and most significant voices are
the children themselves, Those working in the museum share
an enthusiasm for and pride in their accomplishments. Those
who visit often express wonder and enthusiasm for a nroject
of this nature within a school and resovond favorabhly to the
types of activities. The vrogress over the last two years
visually speaks for itself in addition to its intangible
values.,

Since its inception one of the major goals has been to
provide ideas for its replication by others. There are two
broad routes which are followed. One is the use of existing
materials, activities, and resources in the collection. The
other is the development of activities by other teachers using
suggested guides for replication.

First, addressing replication assistance by the museum,
there is a wealth of information that has been developed thus
far with this goal in mind. The booklet entitled, "Exhibits
Alive in the Classroom: The John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Research Center," was written and has been updated periodi-
cally as an informational quide for educators. The project
descriptions, goals, specific strategies, and suggested
activity and question guides are included., Classroom activity
guides and lessons produced in the museum will be available
for teachers to use and copy. A complete object analysis
lesson plan with student activity sheets has already been
shared with a group of teachers in Hanover County. An in-
vestigat.ve guide for exhibit analysis in two local museums
has also been distributed to several teachers fo: use in their
classes,

The inventory of all developed activities, primary sources
artifacts, and reproduction objects, books, and other
types of resources will be classified by historical periods and
tyves of sources and organized so that new materials can be
readily added. This inventory will be distributed to the
history departments at each secondary school in Henrico and
to individual teachers upon request. Within the county,
materials can be immediately sent by the internal mail system,
It is also hoped that, when needed, I will visit classrooms
and work with students and teachers, Inventories will also
be distributed at teacher workshops on the museum,
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Materials acquired and developed offer a detailed over-
view of the nature of the collection and the historical per-
sonality of the project. Those accessioned throuah December
1987, are listed in the appendix section of this Final
Report. Those acquired since that time mainly fall in the
categories of books on Virginia history, cories of primary
documents on John Rolfe, Pocahontas, and local history ac-
quired during a student research trip to the Virginia histori-
cal Society, and additional issues of Cobblestone, a history
magazine for young people. Archaeological and architectural
survey documents produced on the Varina area by the Division
of Historic Landmarks have been identified by the students
during one of their research trios. Copies of those documents
will be made for the collection now that the county has pro-
vided funds for materials.

During the past year, several exhibits requiring money
for materials and construction were researched but not built
due to lack of funds. With county funds this year, some work
will be resumed during the museum class period which is only
two hours a week. Work requiring more extensive time will
not be possible since there is no staff position in the
museum.

The first exhibit, “"The Untouched Land," which is a
10' x 6%' painting, was completed a month ago. Sean Wood,
the artist, now a sophomore at Varina High School, worked on
this very detailed and scientifically accurate painting for
a year. He has also submitted his journal which contains some
of his research, his thoughts, and his interpretations for the
painting.

Work was begun on the prehistoric Indian exhibit last
year. After conducting research and consulting an artist,
a 7' migration route map was drawn and painting began. The
exhibit interior has been researched and a design developed
by a student. He has conducted methodical and high~level re-
search since January, 1987. His family has donated excavated
artifacts, photographs, and research material for this ex-
hibit. The student, Jimmy McAvoy, is now a freshman at Varina
High School but has met twice after school to discuss plans
for its completion. He will work after school on this com-~
pletion goal.

The Indian longhouse received a great deal of work during
the past year. Following instructions by historians at James-
town and a nationally recognized corsultant on Eastern Wood-
1and Indian house construction and tools, the students re-
worked their previous efforts for a more authentic exhibit,
At this point, the bark or reed covering needs to be apvlied
and the palisade erected. That aspect of the exhibit is on
hold due to the fact that there is no museum staff time.
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Another major goal of this project is to encourage
teachers to use museums more frequently and/or to teach
observation and interpretations skills using diverse types
of sources. Two extensive units have been developed with
these purposes in mind and can be replicated in others'
classrooms. Both involve the use of sources in the class~-
room and related museum visits. In addition, I have written
#nals of a museum visit and a guide for planninag a museum
visit, Available to any teacher, these goals and guide have
already been distributed to groups of teachers and includ-
ed in this report. Also available are slide programs which
bring exhibits to students who are unuble to go on a field
trip. These slides bring pPhotographs of art, natural sciernces,
and history exhibits to the classrooms so teachers ~an simulate
an exhibit analysis. A lesson guide with suggested questions,
activities, and discussion ideas is included with one of the
programs., Several artifact boxes are also available for class-
room use, as are a number of art prints, These sources make
replication of a museum experience possible in the classroom,
but they do not take the place of an actual visit,

The second alternative for replication focuses on teacher
and student creativity and resources in the classroom based on
their own ideas as well as a suggested guide from this museum.
This list includes ideas such as making classroom exhibits on
individual students, students bringing objects on an histori-
cal period from home and making reproduction artifacts,
Suggestions also include asking for community and family con-
tributions and loans, and assigning students to locate old
family records, documents, photographs and letters for copying
and building a classroom collection. A suggestion which
carries a small amount of money is to budget some departmental
funds for purchasing documents from archives and reproduction
objects from museums,

Specific ideas for replication include:

—-Borrow resources from the John Kolfe Museum and
Historical Research Center. Some of these resources
could include copies of primary sources, artifact
boxes, interpretive activities, books on how to set
up exhibits, slide programs on museums and historical
research techniques, and resource books. Many other
sources are available. Obtain an inventory.

-Design studies which incorporate opportunities for
students to create classroom exhibits and activities
related to those exhibits. Examples could include
ideas such as an art gallery, a ccllection of objects,
a natural habitat such as a beach, or a photography
display.

~Have students bring historical objects and family
documents from collections at home. Set up a "class-
room archives" and ask students to investigate what
an archivist does.
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~-Make artifact boxes of a particular period in history.
Reproduction objects can be obtained from muceum shops
and other sources given to you by museum educators.

~Collect primary documents such as letters, phot.ographs,

maps, journals, prints, etc. from archival rooms and
manuscript libraries.

-Purchase prints of works of art from art museums. The
National Gallery of Art in Washington sells 11" x 14"
prints for $1.00 a piece. Use these prints for class-
room exhibits and activities such as the use of art in
a social history context to interpret lifestyles or to
convey mood, personality, emotions, and events,.

-Take slides of museum exhibits and conduct interpre-
tive sessions in the classroom. See examnles provided
on activity sheets, "How to Use a Museum as a Resource.”

~Borrow museum handling colliections that are designed

for loan purposes, Create your own handling collec-

tion with purchased reproductions or objects brought
in by students. See suggestions for object analvsis

activities.

-Conduct local history or family genealogical research
with students. See earlier field trip descriptions
for ideas of area resources,

-Invite museum staff members to your classroom.
-Borrow educational resources from museums.

-Use historical problems/questions already written by
the museum coordinator or use those historical
research questions as models for others. Obtain
copies of a sequence of research gquide activity sheets
which have been developed. Check out approopriate
primary sources and cbjec:s in the museum for given
research/investigative topics,

~Check out various slide programs on types of historical
research on how to use museums as resources and
Richmond's cultural, historical, and educational
resources., Activity guides accompany four of them.,

Several examples of replication have been shared in
earlier sections of this report. Another example which merits
recognition was implemented in two social studies classes at
Rolfe. Following several after-school meetings to discuss the
social studies curriculum and related museum resources, the
teacher selected a number of artifacts of different periods
and cultures. Using these and an object analysis lesson
developed in the museum, she spent several class sessions
with hands~-on group activities and a creative follow-up
writing assignment for each student. As an additional follow-
up, both classes will wvisit the museum on January 6th for
lessons on how to use a museum as a resource and the nature of
the John Rolfe Museum. The museum coordinator for the past
two years will conduct these lessons, 1In the appendix are
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several of the sixty writing activities completed by the
students. This same teacher will also begin using art prints
from the museum collection on a regular basis second semester.

Other social studies teachers are planning to use the
museum and materials this year. One teacher has already made

arrangements with a museum student for her to teach an object
analysis lesson.

Although success and potential are evident for the museum
as a whole, its future is in question because of the Henrico
County School Board's decision not to provide a staff position
for the museun. A project of this nature and magnitude cannot
exist indefinitely without personnel. There is too much to
accomplish and too many possibilities for development and
dissemination for it to sit unattended. The museum coordina-
tor for the past two years is attempting to partially maintain
the museum with a full-time teaching schedule. Under this
schedule, however, the project in no way meets projected needs
and demands. Following a number of meetings with county per-
sonnel, an extensive budget, a formal request for a full-time
vosition, and a presentation to the School Board and Super-
intendent, to ensure the future of the project, a part time
position was submitted in the Superintendent's budget, and
subsequently taken out. The attempt to obtain support for
the future of the museum is recounted on prages 28 and 29 of
the Year-one Revort.

Following the School Board's decision, several hopeful
signs relating to the project's continuation have occurred.
A meeting with the Superintendent reassured a belief in the value
of the project and he suggested meetings with the Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction and the Director of Program
Services to develop possible alternatives for continuation of
the project. The county alsu allocated $2550 for materials
and further development, These funds were approved in the
fall of 1988,

The other gratifying area of sunport came from the Assis=-
tant Dean of the School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth
University. She has been extremely supportive and enthusias-
tic about the museum's potential as a unique instructional
tool within a school system. 1In addition to inviting me to
present the museum mroject at the International Reading Con-
ference in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, she provosed a plan for
funding the museum. She met with the Superintendent of Schools
in June, 1988, on behalf of the museum and presented a plan
to obtain private funding which she offered to direct. The
plan includes establishing a "Friends of the John Rolfe Museum",
As a follow-up to their meeting the Superintendent asked the
County Community Relations Specialist to meet with her and
the museum coordinator. This meeting took wlace on July 7,
1988 and a further plan developed accompanied by nossible con-
tact persons in the Richmond area. A follow-~up letter and
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list of potential contacts is in the Appendix, Due to an
unexpected cdevelopment, the nlan is now on hold., It is
hgped that it will be renewed in the future. The grant was
viewed as seed money and that was the spirit with which the
invaluable funds were pursued and the project developed.
Aspirations for the Joha Rolfe Museum continue to include its
use by teachers, students, and the community as a center of
1e§rning, academic adventure, and pride. The arts, the
Sciences, the humanities--all come together to vrovide
particularly for the students an enlivened sense of their
past and themselves.

The Excellence in Education Grant awarded by the United
States Department of Education has, without a doubt, vrovided
an intellectual and creative opportunity for students and the
museum coordinator. The academic challenge and potential it
has afforded would have been impossible without the grant.
The credibility it has brought to this long-term vision is
deeply appreciated as are the unparalleled experiences pro-
vided for the students.

It is rare in a middle school that students have the
challenge of creating an in-school museum and emulating his-
torians and museum professionals, In their own assessment
one of the aspects of the Rolfe Museum that has meant the most
to them is the application of their knowledge in contributing
to the learning of other students. Their excitement and pride
are quite evident when they see others' interest in and use of
the museum., The wonder in the eyes and verbal expressions of
other students as they walk in the museum creates a special
feeling among the studerts who have developed this museum and
historical research center. This feeling is best described
by the following thoughts written by Paul Harkey as an
eighth grade student. He worked on developing the museum
two and a half years. His answer to an avplication
question, "Select a personal accomplishment other than
grades you have earned in school. Describe that accom-
plishment, the actions you took to achieve your goal, and
why you consider this achievement to be important",
captures the essence of what this experience means to all
of the students who have given immeasurably to the John

Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center.
"My personal accomplishment has been working

in the Talented and Gifted Program. In this
program, we have been striving to plan a museum
about John Rolfe, Pocahontas, and English life

in the 17th century. To achieve this goal, our
group has been to Jamestown where we learned how
the Indians made their tools and how thev sur-
vived. We also visited many other places such

as the Virqginia State Library, Virginia Historical
Society, and the Virginia Historical Landmarks
Commission. I consider this achievement to be
important because we are learning a great deal,
and after the museum is finished, other students
at our school will learn by observina the exhibits
we set up."



APPENDIX

The following supportive materials are related
to year two of the grant period, Supportive data
for the previous year is in the Year-One Report,
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

SEN. HUNTER 8, ANDREWS Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation ROSS WEEKS, JR
o Execuuve Director
HON. L. RAY ASHWORTH DRAWER JF

Vice Chairman WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23187

—— Telephone (804) 253-4838
HON. LEWIS A. McMURRAN, JR.

Chairman Ementus J anuarv 27 ' 1988

Ms. Pat Corlett, Assistant Director
Doris~ Eaton School

1847 Newell Avenue

Walnut Creek, California 94595

Dear Ms..Corlett:

Enclosed are the materials I promised when I spoke with you earlier today.
I hope that you find them useful in plannirg vour visit to Jamestown Festival

Park. Please feel free to copy any of them that you wish and if further
information 1is needed just let me know.

# Jhe school I mentioned at which the students are building a museum is:

John Rolfe Middle School
6901 Messer Road
Richmond, Virginia 23231

The teacher at John Rolfe who-is directing.the program is Mrs. Ann Vaden,
She asked me to give you her work phone number (R04) 222-5975 and her home
number (804) 359-2681. She is very enthusiastic about the possibility of
establishin%lcorrespondence between students in the two schools. I expect

that she will contact you either by phone or mail before your visit next
month.

If I can help in any way please do not hesitate to give me a call. If
I am out T will be sure to return your call,

Your ly,

’
‘// ' aza/ a/ W
Richard L. Cottingham

Assistant Education Officer

cc: Mrs, Ann Vaden
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"~ John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Meser Road o Richmond. VA 23231

Feb. 1, 1988

Ms. Pat Corlett

Assistant Director

Doris-Eaton School

1847 Newell Avenue

Walnut Creek, California 943595

Dear Pat,

Richard Cottingham at Jamestown Festival Park called me
this past week and told me of vour upcoming visit to Virginia,
What an exciting experience for you and your students! I was
particularly pleased when he indicated your interest in our
museum. The students who are working on the John Rolfe Museum
and Historical Research Center are those of my students in the
gifted program who have interests in historical research and
museums. We have been working on the concept and the research
for six years, but the major impetus for growth came two years
ago with the receipt of a grant from the U.S. Department of
Education. John Rolfe lived during the early 1600's, the
Jamestown settlement period. He marriasd Po-ahontas, Powhatan's
daughter. For a time they lived in the area where our school
is located. He grew a strain of tobacco that led to the
economic stability of the Virginia colonies. Attached is a brief
description of the project and accompanying information,

The students and I would love for all of you to stop for a
visit and extend a genuihe invitation to you. John Rolfe
Middle School is approximately a. hour from Jamestown. Richard
did not know your itinerary, but I hope you will contact me.
Perhaps we can make plans for you to stop here. I know my
students would be quite excited at the prospect! The school
phone number that Richard gave you is in my room, and the office
number is on this stationery. You also have my home phone.

It would be quite special for both of our groups to meet
each other and share experiences. 1In addition, we could
certainly establish 2 correspondence between the two schools.

As I understand it from Richard, Doris-Eaton is a school for the
gifted. I would be quite interested in learning about your
curricula and programs.

I look forward to hearing from you before you embark upon

your exciting journey.
Sipeerely,
/f / AL
t’ﬂ AL l. 7 :( . :,/'1‘_’,'

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

Telephone (804) 222.7030

ERIC ™ 733 927 29
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

SEN. HUNTER B. ANOREWS Jamestown-Yorktoun Foundation ROSS WEEKS. JA.
o Executive Director
HON. L. RAY ASHWORTH DRAWER JF

Vice Chairman WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23187

S Telephone (804) 263-4838
HON. LEWIS A. McMURRAN, JR.
Chairman Emernitus

February 3, 1988

Anne Vaiden

John Rolfe Middle School
6901 Messer Road
Richmond, VA 23231

Dear Anne:

My sincere apologies for my delay in answering your letter. Between
Christmas and Nancy's appointment as Director of the Yorktown Victory
Center, I have been very busy,

Enclosed please find copies of accessioning records from the Victory
Center. Although we only have two types of cards, items are customarily
filed under five assignmen*s: accession number, classification (type
of item), donor, location (in museum), and public (for public access,
value of object is omitted). Also, I have sent you the copy ¢f a page
from the accessioning record. The final enclosure is a copy of a page
from what is called a "running record." This is used when an item
is first received. It is placed in the "running record' and assigned
an accessioning number there,

In addition, I have enclosed some copies of William Strachey's
work relating to Powhatan Indians. I hope this is of help to you.

I am working on getting vou the map of which you spoke (although
Nancy mentioned you had spoken to Mike). I hope you l.ave had better
luck than I), T have also requested some rawhide.

As for pine needles, the students would probably enjoy hunting
those down themselves (simply the bigger the better). Raffia (or

dried marsh grass) is easily obtained at an Arts and Crafts Supply
store,

30
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Page 2
Anne Vaiden
February 3, 1988

If you need anything else, please let me know. I know this isn't
much, but it is the best I can do right now. I will forward whatever
else I can,

Again, my apologies for the delay.

Sincerely,
Ei ga(,ch\

Elizabeth Fairweather
Museum Teacher

EF:mdr

Enclosures
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HENRICO ASSOCIATION OF EDUCATIONAL OFFICE PERSONNEL

T0: A1l HAEQOP Members
FROM: Susie Bremer, Corresponding Secretary

SUBJECT: Meeting - Tuesday, March 15, 1988
DATE: February 26, 1988

The next meeting of the Henrico Association of Educational Office Personnel
will be held on Tuesday, March 15, 1988, in the library of Rolfe Middle School.
A _program on the Rolfe Museum will be presented by Anne Vaden.

Again this year the HAEOP will be selling baked goods at the OM Competition
to be held at Hermitage High School on March 19. As of this date only 32
members out of 178 are participating. We need more donations of baked goods in
order to make this a successful venture.

M
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1970

VARINA WOMAN'S CLUB
April 15, 1988

Enclosed is a check for your organization's charitable purposes.

Please send acknowledgements to:; Mrs. Waverly Payne, Corresponding Secretary
7707 Lampworth Terrace
Richmond, VA 23231

The Varina Woman's Club is pleased to be able to support the work of
vour fine organization.

Sincerely,

Arie M. Brandon, Treasurer
Varina- Woman's Club

34
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A genuing, old fashioned, rual geneial sore is hard
lo find these days, bul for the past 34 years Polly and
Hudgins Ebeity have been running one, kberly s Plice
on Roule 5 just barely this side ot Charles City County.
Now they are retiring from long days in the Vanna

landmark - - helping lost lourists, cross-counlry bicy-
clists and a loyal group ol regulars who gather at the
store evenings and weekends to @xchange tall tales

and local gossip. See page 7 for thd regulars’ story
and more piclures of Eberly's Place.

LNV T TUPRRTS JTHIRC YT |
Wallace who s retirse. Former Assistang
Attorney General Burnen Mitler 11 was
named to replace Tuley on the Distnet
Court hench,

Milter had offered himself as a candi-

daie for the judgeship created by the depar-
(Nee JUDGES, pupe 3.)

Schools: $145.4 million budget, new principals, expulsions

by Kent Miller
News editor

‘The Henrico School Boid contimied 1o
hear from residents abomt the proposcd
schoul redistnicting plan, but took no action
atits meeting leb. 29.

In other action, the hoard uninimously
approved g $145.4 nulhon budget for the
1988-'KY schiool year o be sent 1o the
Henrico Board of Supervisors,

The boand also set a dae tor a puliic
heaning on a resoluuon requesting the
supervisors approve a $36.6 million bond
issue for school capital improvement proy-
cuts.

It approved two iew clementary school
principals.

ltexpelled five students.

Details follow:

Redistricting plan

In a work session prior to the hoard
ectng, iesidents were given a chance o
respond (o nunor changes in the redistrict-
ing plan which were proposed by the school
adsmmistration following a Feb. 11 public
hearmg.

Under the alternative plan, a triangular-
shaped arcanorthcastof West Broad Street,
between 1-61 and Staples Mill Road, would
not be moved from J.R. Tucker to Hermit-
age High School, as had been proposed.
Students in that arca, which includes the
Suburban and Hampstead apartments and
single-Lamly hones, would conunuc to go
1o Tucker High, .

Also, the arca cast of Gleaside Drive,
south of 1-64 and West Broad Street, would
o¢ moved from Tucker to Freeman High

beginning nce..t year. The arca includes the
Crestview  subdivision and apartments,
Under the original proposal, this change
would have beenmade sfier the completion
of a new middle school 1n northwest
Henrico.

As betore the changes would he phased
inover afour-ycar period and would affect
only rising ninth-grade students plus stu-
dents moving into the arca.

Douglas Freeman teacher Ken Moore,
who said he represented the Freeman PTA,
the school’s athletic and band boosters, anl
the PTAs of four feeder schools, thanked
the board and administration for “reading
our letters and listening to our voices.” He
called the new proposal a good compro-
mise of a delicate situation.”

Several speakers from the Broad Mead-
ows subdivision pleaded with the board

This week we're taking a step in
the right dirccuon, in two senses of the
word, as the Hemnico Comnty Line
moves from twice-monthly 1o weekly
pubhication ol its Fast Lad edition.

The moming side of the comnty
always has held special chianms lor the
County Linc statf. Easily half of
Henrico in acreage, Varina District is
home 10 only about 20 pereent of the

county’s populition. It is a place of
wide-open spaces, Hittle towns, huge
mstallanons meldmg Richmond

Tternational Awpant, multodinous

Rising East every week, starting now

historical markers, and friendly, inter-
esung pcople who arc facing change.

This week we salute eastern
Hentico on our feature pages by
focusing on a few of those special
folks: Polly and Hudgins Eberly and
their Varina gencral store customers,
page 7; Audrey I'almateer of High-
Jand Springs and her recipes for one-
dish meals, page 9; the Rev. Tom
Hollsday of Sandston and his bride,
who also is an Episcopal pricst, page
4, some smivzing Springer athleles,
pages 1o and 11,

Varina District

that they not be moved from Henmitage to
Tucker. Max Vest, a representative ol the
arca, said many people — including
nunber of Hermtage alumni — specilr-
cally moved to Broid Mceadows so their
chddien conld attend Henmitage. e sad
the number of students attected by the
proposal would ot have a significant
impact on cither school.

Vest asked that, in the future, the school
adimmistration gave residents at teast four
years notice of any planned district
changes. Somic residents - parucularly
those whose children are in the Hermitage
band - -- fcel so strongly about the change
that they arcconsidering moving toanather
ncighborhood within the Hermitage zone,
he said.

(See SCHOOL BOARD, pauge 18))
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School board

From page |

Budget

The budget plan proposed by Supenn-
tendent Dr. William C. Bosher Jr. was
approved without dissent. It includes
teacher pay raises ranging from6.81011.6
percent, duty-free lunch periods for clc-
mentary school teachersand fringe benelits
for bus drivers.

The budget plan also includes funds for
the establishment of a Magnet School for
the Arts offering intensive instruction in
dance, dramaand other creative arts. This is
the third time Bosher has tricd to get the arts
school approved.

Two amendments were added o the
superintendent’s recommended plan: the
addition of a special education specialist, at
a cost of $42,900, and deletion of general
fund support totaling $40.800 for the John
Rolfe Muscum, due to the withdrawal of
federal suppont of the program.

Henrico is to finance half of the
$225,000 program, with the other halftobe
financed by the school systems in Chester-
ficld, Hanoverand Goochland countiesand
the City of Richmond, which have ex-
pressed in interest in participating.

The budget reduces non-personnel
spending by S1 million and represents a 5
percent increase over the current year's
spending plan. Itincludesa general fund of
$130 million, a debt service fund of $4.5
million and a special revenue fund of $10.8
million. The board is requesting $77.8
million from the county, or 57.8 percent of
the school system's total budget.

Bond issue hearing

The board agreed to hold a public hear-
ing on a resolution requesting the Henrico
Board of Supcrvisors tc approve a $36.6
million bond issu¢ to fund the first three
years of the school system’s five-year capi-
tal improvement plan, The hearing is is set
for 7 p.m, March 10 at Varina High School,
7900 Messer Road. '

Included in the proposed capital im-
provement projccts are a new S17-million

middle school o be buiit :n the deriis .
poruon of the county, additions al Glen
Allen Elementary and John Rolfe Middle
schools, additions and renovations at
vontrose and Short Pump elementary
schools. $§ million for school roof replace-
ments and $740,000 for asbestos removal.

New principals named

\feredith G. Henry, the school system’s
studentacuvities specialistsince 1984, was
named to head :he new West End Elemen-
rary School thai will open in late August.

Henrv has been an art teacher in the
Lynchburg and Albemarle County school
systems, a teacher for six years at Moody
\fiddle School and assistant principal ot
John Rolie Middle School.

Susan Brown 'was named to replace Dr.
T. Alfred Parker as principal of Ruby F.
Carver Elementary School, Parker 1s retir-
ing at the end of this school year.

Brown has taught primary school in
Greene County as well as Henrico. She was
a first-grade teacher at Maude Trevvett
Elcmentary Schocl, a resource teacher at
Sandston and Cashell Donahoe elementary
schools, an assistant principal at Highland
Springs Elementary, and is now assistant
principal at Carver.

Alluding to the majority of women on
Uic board, Bosher joked that, “This board
instructed me, *Bill, go out and get the best
women you can,’

“That's not s0,” he added with a l.ugh,
“but it felt good saying it.”

Students expelled

Bosher said it di¢ not feel good to rcc-
omnmend the expulsion of five studens.
The board approved his recommendation.

The offznses of the students, and their
names, were not released, but the school
division expels students for carrying weap-
ons 1o school, physically abusing school
stoff and selling drugs on school campuses.

‘I hope the message will get out one of
these days, because it's definitely not
plcasant to terminate a student’s academic
career” Herman F. Blake, the board’s
chairman, said. “We're not going to lat
Henrico become a jungle like some of these
inner-city schools.”

Crime Stoppers

This week Crime Stoppers is asking fur
infurmation about the murder of Alexander
Williams, a 39-year-old security guard
working in a south Richmond hotel.

Shoruyaftcrmidnighton Feb.21.aman
wearing a ski mask entered the lobby of the
Holiday Inn, 4303 E. Commerce Road. The
man approached the clerk, displayed a
handgun and demanded moncy. While the
clerk was geuing the money Williams, the
security guard, apparenily walked in on the

R C robbery. He then was shot to death during a
Aruiroe c ale « teehho

IToxt Provided by ERI

evham A e, !

Police describe the suspect as a black
male, S-foot-11 to 6 feet tall, weighing
about 180 pounds. He was wearing blue
jeans, a light blue waist-length jacket anda
vki mask. He was carrying a large chrome-
plated revolver.

The police need your help.

If you have information about this crime
orany other crimes in the Richmond metro-
politan area, call Crime Stoppers at 780-
1000. Crime Stoppers pays cash rewards up
t0$1,000 for information leading toarrcsts.
”"' Jermans 1q give vOUr NAMC
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For Thursday's edition:
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TO PLACE YOUR AD
CALL

672-1800
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Classitied Ad Dept.
Henrico County Line
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Richmond, VA 23228
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address and telephone
number.
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Henrico County Public Schools

John Rolfe Middle School e 7800 Messer Road o Richmond. VA 23231

Jan. 21, 1988

Dr. Errett Callahan
2 Fredonia Avenue
Lynchburg, Virginia 24503

Dear Frrett,

It was indeed a vleasure having you here at Rolfe to work
with my museum group. With your schedule and the distance invoived,
I varticularly appreciate your wiliingness to assist us with the
development of our museum. It is certainly important for the
students to work with someone whose scholarly research has made an
impact on the academic community and is being shared with the public.

, We all learned a great deal. It was helpful to gain a better
perspective on problems and challenges the Indians encountered in
house construction and tool development and use. In addition, your
demonstrations and the hands=~on activities helped the students to
remember the concepts and skills you emphasized. I appreciate your
making the offort to bring so many of your cbjects, printed material,
and the model. I know what it is like to "load up" for a presentation.

We were all glad that you <ould stay a couple of extra hours
which made for an even more vroauctive day! I hope you were not too
late getting back to Lynchburg. I am so pleased to have sections
of your dissertation which will be well used in our research. It is
good for the students to be exposed to such high level scholarship
and to know that even the most in-depth search for information does
not always lead to answers. We have discussed developing a tolerance
for ambiguity and the importarce of hypothesizing and an on-going
search.

I ~alled about the caning for the long house and have located what
I believe is the right material. I am planning to call you, however,
to check on the authenticity of its use. Again, thank you for a most
wortiwhile experience. I hope %e will all have the opportunity of
working with you again.

Sincerely,
e
e

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

37
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Henrico Couwnty Public S~hools

John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Messer Road  Richmond. VA 23231

Jan 26, 1988

Mr. George V. Wise

Art Coordinator

Henrico County Public Schools
P.0. Box 40

Highland Springs, Virginia 23075

Dear Bucky,

Your visit to the Museum last Monday was most helpful
to Alan and Craig as they work on their Jamestown art mural.
Your suggestions gave them and me the direction we need to
continue. They have begun the pPainting, but have quite a
bit ahead of us before completion. We had Lo redraw some
of the map to make it more accurate.

Billy also appreciated your talking with him about the
use of art in research. He has referred to your suggestions
several times. 1In addition, I appreciate your offering to
assist us with some of the exhibit lettering, and I will
certainly contact you concerning that endeavor. Mrs. Monroe
asked me to talk with you also about framing four large
photographs of State Library prints. Vhen you come back
within the next week to check on the mural, I will show them
to you, and we can discuss whether you will be able to fit
them into your schedule.

I do appreciate your suppoft and interest in the
museum and look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

. ~ .
(""A-—-'/'LM‘.. '/

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

38
Telephone (804) 222-7030
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"""7.“'\.1 Henrico County Public Schools

>/ John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Messer Road ® Richmond. V4 23231

Feb. 1, 1988
Mr. Harold V. Lawson
Principal
Highland Springs High School
Highland Springs, Virginia 23075

Dear Mr. Lawson,

You are on my mind frequently, and I have called several
times since September to see how you are doing. This is the letter
[ intended to write when you departed last summer. I want you
to know how very much I appreciate all of your professional
support and personal friendship while you were at Rolfe. You
certainly belped me in many ways, not the least of which is the
museum. I do not believe tha" it would be where it is today
without your special support. You were willing to help me take
a dream and work on making it a reality. I am also grateful for
your encouragement and confidence in my philosophies and abil-
ities as an educator, and I am glad that we had an opportunity
to work together.

This year has been a hard one trying to continue the momentum
with the museum and accomplish what needs to be done in combina-~
tion with TAG responsibilities. Budget constraints have also been
a hurdle to overcome. The students and I, however, continue to
hold on to our enthusiasm and commitment. I believe even more
strongly in its value to Rolfe and the county. As you can see, I
have enclosed a copy of the Year One Report which also inc. \des
progress through December. You know I will keep you up to date
with what we're doing.

How is everything with you? I truly hope you are enjoying
your new position and find it fulfilling. I will look forward to
talking with you or seeing you soon. Again, thank you for all you
did for Rolfe and for me.

Anne S. Vaden

39
Telephone (804) 222-7030
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Dear

Jamestown mailed :ruvitations for for the mural
unveiling on Saturday, March 12, Mrs. Benson and I will be
going for the program. [ hope you will also. The invitation
is extended to parents as well as students. We will meet here

at Rolfe in the parkiny lot at 10:3C a.m. Saturday morning.
The students would like some time to walk around and I thought
we could have lunch there before the ceremony at 1:00 p.m.

[ am pleased for the students that they are being
recognized for their artistic work. You will be nroud of them
when you see the mural!

I plan to leave Jamestown by 2:30 which will give them
some additional time touring the various areas and return to
Rolfe by 3:30. If you drive and take your child, you could
then be on your own time as far as returning.

Please sign the attached permission slip and indicate
whether you will be attending. I will give you a call to make
more specific plans,

Sincerely,

Anne >. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

***3%*********************%*-K-w‘iw‘!--)H(-*-H-******-K-**********%*********%****%ic***

has my permission to go tu Jamestown on
March 12, to attend the mural unveiling. I understand that
we will leave the Rolfe parking lot at 10:30.

[ will be attending and urivaing my child.

I am unable to attend, but will bring my child to Rolfe
by 10:30 and pick him/her up at 3:30 at Rolfe

Parent Signature
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February 26, 1988

Dear Student:

You and your family are cordially invited to attend the grand
unveiling of "Jamestown: Another Perspective" at Jamestown Festival Park
on Saturday, March 12, The program will begin at 1 00 P.M., and last
about one-half hour,

Please present this letter to receive admission to Jamestown Festival
Park. We invite you to take this opportunity to tour the Park before or
after the ceremony. To reach the Park from Interstate 64, take Exit 57.
Follow Route 199 for five miles, and turn left on Route 31 South. Follow
Route 31 for four miles. Jamestown Festival Park is on the left.

Please let your teacher know if you will be attending the unveiling.
Thank your for your participation in this project, We look forward to
congratulating you in person,

Sincerely,

ﬁam% 4. @""‘-—)/

Nancy S. Perry
Educational Programs Coordinator

41
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Mar. 2, 1938

Mrs. Margaret Turnbull
Agecroft Association

4305 Sulgrave Road

Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Mrs. Turnbull,

My name is Paul Harkey, and I am working witi the

John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center. I am
studying 17th century architecture in England. Miss Anne
Vaden referred me to you thinking maybe you would have
csome information on 17th century English architecture. I
would appreciate it if you would send me any information
on this subject. If you have any additional information
that I could check out please notify me. Thank you for
your concern and assistance.

Sincerly yours,

Taut /";/;,1"&/‘{;’22’/

Paul Harkey

42
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""-:"*\ Henrico County Public Schools

/
7 John Rolfe Middle School ¢ 6901 Messer Road o Richmond, VA 2323]

March 17, 1988

Mr. Mitchell Kambis
7685 Turner Road
Richmond, virginia 23231

Dear Mitchell,

It was a pleasure to see you during our Community Council
meeting yesterday. Enclosed is a budget proposal for our 17th
century herb garden as an outdoor exhibit for the John Rolfe
Museum. The items listed are those advised by Mr. Richard Moxley,
horticulturist at Agecroft Hall, and Mrs. Del Gabb who worked at
Agecroft seven years developing and maintaining their herb garden,

I want you to know how very much I appreciate the supoort
that the Community Council gives to the museum, both in terms of
believing in in the concept and helping financially. The budget
is more extensive than I thought, so whatever assistance you can
give will put us closer to this goal.

I look forward to meeting with the Council in the museum
next month and talking with all of you about the project as a
whole.

Sitiggely,
. g

L ee— A
e -

Anne S, Vaden

/\-»C
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Subject: Budget Proposal Estimates, 17th Century Herb Garden
From: Anne Vadern, John Rolfe Museun
To: John Rolfe Community Council
Date: March 17, 1988

TrowelS.ceeeeeee.5 $§2.99 ea. $14.95
Prices: Shovels....eee0..2 8.99 ea. 17.98
Hechinger Cultivators......3 4.79 ea. 14.37
Campany Sprinkler........1 15.00 ea. 15.00
/ PeatmossS.cveeio..4 6.99 ea. cubkic 27.96
t bale
LiMe. cveeeeeecesal 1.19 ea. bag 2.38
\\ pulverised
fand.....cc0ne0eea? 2.39 ea. bag 4.78
. all-purpose
Prices:i Bricks.ee.ee....100 .25 ea. 4"x8" 25.00
1 M
tuck’s * cravel..........2l, 24.30 per ton 60.75
Stone delivery 45.00
approximately
Plants..........4 sections 60.00 each section 240.00
Plant replacement 80.00

_ Total §$518.17
The above price for plants will be iess than the $240.00 estimate
due to donations from Agecroft and Mrs. William Gabb, one of our
resource consultants. )
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March 21, 1988

Mrs. Frances Pollard
P.O0. Box 7311
Richmond, Virginia 232

to

]
Dear Frances,

You and other members of the staff at the Virginia
Historical Society certainly went out of your way to assist
me and my students in their research for the John Rolfe
Museum and Historical Research Center., I am most appreciative
of the time and patience given to assist them and to photocopy
requested documents., Asking Lee and Linda to also meet with them
and share documents pertinent to our topics was indeed helpful,
both for time and for giving the students a concrete idea of the
collection and its purpose.

They and I thoroughly enjoyed the day and I felt as though
the students gained immeasurably by searching for sources and
working with original material. It helped them to have a better
understanding of the diversity of resources available and to
develop a deeper respect for the importance of primary sources and
how to use then,

You and members of the library staff devoted your full day to
our needs, and I am grateful for your commitment to educational
opportunities for young people,

I do want to get in touch with, you concerning the photographer
at the Society reproducing several documents for exhibit purposes.
I will give you a call shortly.

I do want to apologize for not writing sooner. An unexpcted
occurrence in the "life" of our museum came up the week after our
visit. The School Board did not fund it for next vear. I felt
as though a part of me and my students has been taken away, and
have spent the last few weeks trying to deal with that reality,
professionally and personally. With no time to operate it, I
am trying to develop some alternative ideas tn keep it open. I
have not yet talked to the students and we continue our plans as
scheduled.
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Please convey to others in the Library my appreciation for
their help. I hope we can return for further work. The
students were most pleased at being designated as "the youngest
researchers”" to date at the Society. Again, thank you for your
kind assistance.

Sincerely,
</
&
“Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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March 21, 1988

Mr. Lee Shepard
P.0. Box 7311
Richmond, Virginia 232C

Dear Lee,

Your assistance during our research visit to the Virginia
Historical Society was both interesting and most helpful to our
search for primary sources related to the John Rolfe Museum
and Historical Research Center. Your p-esentation on primary
sources--their importance to historical research and examples
pertinent to our needs--was an excellent introduction to the
work they were there to conduct. We have “"iscussed those
subjects in class, but it is always more meaningful to see an
actual archival collection and hear about its purpose from a
professional in that area.

We are particularly excited about the letter from John
Rolfe to Governor Dale regarding his marriage to Pocahontas.
Since we can find little written material directly associated
with him, it is of special importance. 1 told Frances that I
would like that letter photographed for exhibit and interpretive
purgoses and will contact you soon.

I apologize for the lateness of my letter to you, but I
recently learned that the Henrico School Board has chosen not
to fund the museum. That revelation has occupied nearly all my
time in the last month, dealing with the reality of that decision
and tryirg to determine where we go from here.

I do hope to bring the students to the Virginia Historical
Society again for further research, and therefore hope to work
with you again. Thank y,u for your interest in the educational
growth of my students.

Sincerely,

o
,,7£7§ifbfi///

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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March 21, 1988

Miss linda Leazer
P.0. Box 7311
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Linda,

You were most helpful in assisting me and my students in
their research at the Virginia Historical Society. Going
through the print and picture collection there and pulling ones
that related to our research was extremely beneficial. With so
much to research and a limited time in which to do it, your
your efforts were most appreciated.

Our day there was quite productive. Discovering original
sources pertinent to research topics is an exciting process for
these students, and you helped to make that possible., We found
several pieces of information which fit with materials found
at the Virginia State Library. Again, thank you for your
interest in assisting these young researchers.

Sincerely,

A 2
- ’X—/u/ _%‘/
~ Anne S. Vaden

Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

48
Telephone (804) 222-7050

.

L W




! Henrico County Public Schools

John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Messer Road e Richmond, VA 23231

March 22, 1988

Mrs. William B. Gabb
12015 01d Buckingham Road
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mrs., Gabb,

Your presentation and discussion with my museum group was
Just what they- needed to spark enthusiasm for our 17th century
English herb garden. The students and I thoroughly enjoyed
meeting you and being with vou. As I told you, Mary was the
one most interested in developing the garden, and now more of
the group wants an active part in the work. That growing in-
terest is to yours and Mr. Moxley's credit. You certainly
helped to boost my confidence in pursuing this goal.

I particularly appreciate all of the resources you brought
with you. You really gave us a beginning to our research. The
students thoroughly enjoyed the books. I have found one on
herbs here at our library for them to use, but they are curious
for more. The bibliography is such a wonderful assistance. I
also like the "herb cards" that you brought. I continue to
keep them on display for visiting groups and students. Every-
one who hears of the concept of a school herb garden is excited
about it.

We look forward to our visit to your home sometime in May.
I will be in touch with you to see if it continues to suit you.
I have submitted a budget to our Rolfe Community Council and
should have a good idea of availablée funds by that time.

I do want to apologize for not writing sooner. An unexpected
occurrence in the "life" of our museum came up the week after your
visit. The School Board did not fund it for next year. I felt
as though a part of me and my students has been taken away and
have spent the last few weeks trying to deal with that reality,
personally and professionally. With no time to operate it, I am
trying to develop some alternative ideas to keep it open. I have
not yet told the children and we continue our plans as scheduled.

Again, it was such a pleasure to meet you and I do look for-
ward to being with you in the spring. Thank you for giving your
time and sharing your special knowledge with us.

Sincerely,

ﬁu/

50 Anne‘S. Vaden

_ . Teacher, Program for the
Telephone (ST),?”?OM Talented and Gifted
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no time to operate it, I am trying to develop some alternative
ideas to keep it open. I have not yet told the children and
we continue our plans as scheduled.

Again, it was such a pleasure to meet you and I do look
forward to being with you in the spring. Thank you for giving
your time and sharing your special knowledge with us.

Sincerely,

-

d
7

" Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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April 29, 1988

Mr. Carrington Tate

History Coordinator

Henrico County Public Schools
P.0. Box 40

Highland Springs, Virginia 23075

Dear Carrington,

It was a pleasure to have you and the middle and high school history
department chairmen meet in the John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research
Center in April, As I told them, I feel that all of you are one of the
most crucial groups to visit the museum and learn about what it can offer
to history classes throughout the county. It was especially nice to be
with them since I have such good memories of working with a number of them
when I served in that capacity,

I appreciated their taking the time after school to come "out" to
Rolfe. They certainly seemed supportive of the project and showed an
interest in incorporating some of the resources into their instruction.

I was also grateful for their suggestions concerning future ‘unding, and
feel that they can have a positive impact on the growth of the museum and
its viability as a working resource for teachers. Those and any future
ideas are most welcome! I would like very much to meet with all of you
again next year as both a follow-up and an extension of this last meeting.

I do know, of course, that Ly opportunity to talk with them would not
have heen possible without your direction and support, Although I have
told you many times, I am genuinely grateful for your belief in the pro ject,
your active support, and your suggestions concerning next and subsequent
years. You have and continue :o0 be a very valued coileague and friend to
me. Your support and help mean a lot.

Again, thank you for making it possible for me to talk with the history
department Chairmen ipn the museum. The fifteen copies of The History of
Henrico County are a wonderful addition to our collection. Thank you to.,

for giving those special books to the museum. I look forward to continued
work with you,

Sincerely,

Anne S. Vaden
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April 29, 1938

Mrs. Waverly Payne
Corresponding Secretary
Varina Woman's Club

7707 Lampworth Terrace
Richmond, Virginia 23231

Dear Mrs. Payne,

It is with such sincere gratitude that I write once again
to say how very much I appreciate the $250.00 check presented
to the John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center on
April 18, 1988, It was a pleasure to be with all of you that
evening, and your gift was certainly a most needed and welcome
surprise. I feel that the Varina Woman's Club is a special part
of the museum's development, not only through your financial
assistance, but also through your knowledge of the project, on-
going support, and individual contributions. Your involvement
has meant so much to me and to the school as a whole.

I enjoyed the opportunity of presenting to all of the mem-
bers present that evening an up-date on the museum's progress
and ways in which your last year's gift has added significantly
to its development. I also appreciate the interest and support
of Mrs. Shaw through her individual visits to the museum and her
invitations to meet with the club on several occasions,

The museum is, I hope, an important part of the community's
affirmation of its historical importance, I do appreciate the
concerns shown and the suggestions given in light of the School
Board’s recent decision not to continue the staffing of the museum
and research center. I, too, want so very much for the project to
be maintained as a viable part of the county's instructional pro~
gram and the community's life. Again, thank you for your assistance,
Please convey my deep appreciation to the members.,

Sincerely,
Yz )
"~ Xhne S. Vaden

Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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May 16, 1988

Dr. Patricia Duncan

Assistant Dean

School of Education

Virginia Commonwealth Lniveraity
Box 2020

Richmond, Virginia 23244

Dear Pat,

[t was such a pleasure tu share in the International
Reading Conference presentation with vou and K&ren, and I
appreciate your inviting me to be a part of your symposium.
I felt that it was a most productive session and was pleased
with the responses of those who attended. The activities
and educational approaches that we advocate can present
special classroom opportunities. I certainly enjoyed and
benefitted from yours and Karen's presentations.

You have been so supportive and enthusiastic about the
John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center, and I cannot
thank you enough for your interest in and concern for its
future. Your idea of forming a support group is most encour-
aging, and it means so very much to me that you would be
willing to become so Actively involved. I look forward to
working with you!

My presentation materials from Toronto were in the office.

Thank you for bringirg them to school. I will pursue the
possibility of our pP'esenting at the Virginia Association of
Museums Annual Conference next spring. Again, thank you for

including me in the Toronto Conference. Plese tell Jack that
I enjoyed meeting and being with him. I look ferward to

seceing you again soon,
Sincgrely,
/
/4/L1_/

-

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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May 16, 1988

Mrs. Marjorte™Turnbull
Tour Coordinator

Agecroft Association

5305 Sulgrave Road
Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Mar jorie,

You were certainly helipful to Kristin, Farrah and Paujl
in their various areas of research on English life, 1
appreciate your working with them by taking them through
Agecroft and discussing various aspects of life of that
Period and assisting Paul with his architectural research,
The girls were particularly excited about the books you
showed them. I wish that we were able to check them out for
in-depth use in the classroom, but I understand your need to
keep them there. I plan to order the Folger's series. They
look like the types of resources that are perfect for these
students. _

I am sorry I did not have the opportunity to join yom,
but I had to stay with the herb group and take exact notes on
the step-by-step process for preparing the ground and planting
an herb garden. There was much to learn and I had to take
Copious notes in order to make sure that we devel 0p our garden
properly here at Rolfe. I would like to have been both places
at once,

I 1ave Agecroft and feel that Richmond is fortunate to
have it as a cultural and educational resource, All of you
are doing a wonderful job of conveying that period of history.
I would like to return when you are available to show me some
areas of the house and specific objects I might photoygraph to
develop research materials and interpretive activities for
use in the Rolfe Museum. I also plan to purchase the slides.
I have been meaning to tell you that I appreciate your respond-
ing to Paul's letter. I found both books at the Richmond
Public Library.

Thank you again for your assistance with the students'
research. I look forward to continued work with all of you
there.

Sincerely,
/
P S
v
Anne S. Vaden

Teacher, Program {or the
Talented and Gifted

cc: Mr. Dennis Halloran
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Mr. Marvin Mason

Agecroft Hall

5305 Sulgrave Road
Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Marvin,

You were most kind to 8lve of your time last week to work
with my museum and historical research group. You, Richard
and Beth have been such a wonderful help in teaching the students
how to prepare, plant, cultivate, and maintain an herb garden.
Going through the process step by step has given them the direction
they need to begin our herb garden here at Rolfe,

I appreciate your working with the students in teaching
them how to prepare the soil properly. They certainly learned
the detailed process involved, and that gardening 1s a science
as well as an aesthetic Pleasure. They were so pleased that you
all gave them herbs to take home. Several have started small
gardens of their own at home.

Again, thank you for your invaluable assistance. We will
keep you informed of our horticultural progress here at Rolfe.

Sincerely,

%44143/

Anae S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

cc: Mr. Dennis Halloran
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May 16. 1988

Mr. Richard Moxley

Estate Manager

Agecroft Association

4305 Sulgrave Road
Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Richard,

You have become quite a valuable resource to my museum
group. I cannot say enough about the success of our morning
at Agecroft. You, Beth, and Marvin were most generous to
give us a full morning. I will also write to them, as well
as Mrs. Gabb. We had a delightful afternoon at her home.
The group that worked on learning how to prepare, plant, and
cultivate an herb garden thoroughly enjoyed the experience

and learned a great deal, as did I! The students were thrilled

about the herbs you gave them. Several bought more over the
week-end and have started small gardens of their own. After
dividing the lamb's ear, we planted the rest here at school.
It is doing well,

I feel that the students are well-prepared for develop-
ing an authentic and proper garden and hope that the herh
garden will become a special instructional opportunity for
students and faculty here at Rolfe and to members of the
community. Yours and Agecroft's contributions will certainly
be recognized. Our Commurity Council who gave the money for
our herb garden and our Principal are also most appreciative
of your involvement with this project.

I am sorry that I could not attend the Garden Open House
on Sunday, but did not get home from a pre-arranged engage-
ment until 5:30. I had thought surely I would have time
following that obligation. I do want to come buck and take
some photographs. Beth said she would work with me.
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The gardens at Agecroft are beautiful. We are fortunatre
to have Agecroft here in Richmond. Again, thank vou for your
invaluable assistance. and I look forward to seeing you 1in
the future. We will certainly keep you irnformed cf our horti-

cultural prgmgress here at Rolfe

Sincerely,

P /
Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the

Talented and Gifted

cc: Mrs. Annette Monroe
Principal, John Rolfe Middle School
John Rolfe Community Council
Mr. Dennis Halloran
Director, Agecroft

58

Ot



Henrico County Public Schools

e e o e e e e e e v e s it 18 1+ et e 1 o

e ety ot e r——

L
John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Messer Road o Richraond. VA 23231

May 16, 1983
Mrs. Williagi™8. Gabb
12016 Old Buckingham Road
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mrs. Gabb,

You were such a gracious hostess for all of us last week'

The students, Sharon and I throughly enjoyed our visit to
your home, seeing you .aga:n, and meeting Mr, Gabb. Please
tell him that it was ¢ pleasure to be with him also. It was

a delightful day, and vou and Richard have certainly made it
possible for us tu begin our herb garden.

We all appreciated the delicious punch and cookies and
the herb placecards. You do such special and nice gestures
and have creative 1deas (or helping the children learn abou
herbs. The placecards really got them interested in searching
for "their herb" in your garden which is so interesting and
lovely.

Being there helped the students not only to learn new in-
formation about herbs, but also to apply what they had learned
at Agecroft. I could tell that they were beginning to solidify
some of the information in their minds.

Richard had given each of them an herb to take home and
plant. They were excited about that and several of them pur-
chased more herbs last weekend to begin small gardens at home.
I think that seeing vour garden and knowing how much you enjoy
it encouraged more enthusiasm for starting their own.

Thank you again for taking such an interest in us and our
project. T will certainly keep in touch and let you know of our
progress. I know that our Community Council, who gave the money
for our garden and instructional materials, and Mrs. Monroe, our
Principal, appreciate your contributions to the John Rolfe Museum
Perhaps you could visit us at schouol in the fall when we begin to
plant. I look forward to seeing you again soon.

Sincerely,

: .
(’C 7

Anne S. Vaden

Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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May 16, 1088

Ms Beth Corker
Agecroft Hall

5305 Sulgrave Road
Richmond, Virginia

o
(W8
ro
o
,—

Dear Beth,

You were most kind to give of your time last week to
work with my museum and historical research group. You,
Richard and Marvin have been such a wonderful help in teaching
the students how to prepare, plant, cultivate and maintain an
herb garden. Going through the process step by step has given
them the direction they need to begin our herb garden here at
Rolfe.

Your knowledge of herbs is quite extensive, and I appreciate
the detailed tour you gave of the Agecroft garden, sharing in-
information on purposes, colors, sizes, and placement of the plants.
The students and I gained so much from the experience. They also
were thrilled that you all gave them an herb to take home, Several
of the students bought more herbs over the week-end and have begun
a garden of their own at home. We divided the Lamb's Ear for each
to take and planted the remainder here at Rolfe. It's doing well
so far.

Again, thank you for your invaluable assistance. I do want
to return and take photographs of the garden to serve as resources
for our study. I will call to check on a convenient time with you,
and look forward to seeing you soon..

Sincerely,

nne S, Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

cc: Mr. Dennis Halloran
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May 17,1988

Dear Bettye,

You are always so thoughtful in bringing news
articles to me that relate to Varina history and our
museum. Building our files on local history is one
of the students' and my objectives. The ones you
have given me were ones we missed seeing, so I appre-~
ciate your help,

You are always so thoughtful, and even though
you have a lot to do, you take time for others.
I just want you to know that means a lot to me. Thank
you for your interest, your support, and your friend-
ship.

Sinc%rely,

/
-

Aﬂne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

cc: Mrs. Annette Monroe, Principal
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May 18, 1988

Mrs. J. O'Neil Shaw
811 McCoul Street
Richmond, Virginia 23231

Dear Dot,

You have been such a special friend to me and to the
John Rolfe Museum and Hi torical Research Center. Although
I have written to Mrs. Payne to thank the entire club for
the check and the support all of you have given, I wanted
to particularly write to you.

You have made it possible for me to share the museum
with the Varina Woman's Club through two presentations, and
you have taken such a personal interest in its progress. 1
have enjoyed your visits here at Rolfe, and your support
and enthusiasm for the project have been encouraging to me,.

I am also grateful for your continued belief in the
value of the museum to Rolfe, the county, and the community
following the School Board's very disappointing decision.

I only hope we can find ways to pursue our goals despite

this setback. Since I will not be working in the museum

next year except during my museum class that I teach, I hope
some members of the Varina Woman's Club will be interested in
volunteering in various areas. I will contact you in the
fall and give you a list of opportunities and volunteer forms
to distribute to club members.

Again, I am most grateful for all you are doing, including
contacting Mr. Mehfoud. I hope he will take an active interest
in the museum's future. I look forward to continued work with
you and the club.

Sincerely,

67:.

Aane S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted
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Dec. 20, 1988

Dear Mrs. Stoneman,

It was most kind of you to have us in your home recently,
The museum students and I thoroughly enjoyed being with you and
learning about varina On the James. It is such an important
part of the students' local heritage, Through their extensive
research, talking with you, and actually being on the land where
Rolfe and Pocahontas once walked and lived, these experiences
have stimulated a curiosity and continued desire to learn more
about local history and the area where they live., It is so im-
portant for them to realize that they are living in an area that
is rich in history, and has such an impact on state and national
history. I think they feel more pride in themselves and Varina
as a resulv of this research,

They are fortunate that you open up your home so graciously
and share that history with them. Our visit sparked further
questions. Janet came in and spent a class period relating more
information and her experiences, research and resources., The
materials she brought were so interesting. The students' research
is coming together for an exhibit on Rolfe, Pocahontas, and the
Varina area.

We do want you to visit the museum in the spring. T will
give you a cull. Again, thank you for your help and interest in
our work. We all hope you have a joyous Christmas!

Sincerely,

(it

Anne S, Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

Telephone (804‘) 222-7030
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December 23, 1988
Dear Janet,

You are such a good resource for my museum group, and we all
appreciate your taking time to be with us for a class period.
As vou know, the visit to Varina On the James stimulated further
interest and curlosity about the Varina area among the s+dents,
You are so knowledgeable about local history, particularly as
it relates to Varina Farm that I knew you would be a helpful and
interesting follow-up to our trip,

You helped to better acclamate the students geographically
and close the gan between the past and themselves. I also
aporeciate your bringing in so many of your research materials,
sharing your bibliography, and helping the students to understand
the nrocess of an historical detective.

I expect that we will call on vou again. It is nice to have

vou so close by! Have a joyous Christmas!
Sincereli;ZL’////

Anne S. Vaden

Telephone (804) 222-7030
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A TENTATIVE PLAN FOR FUNDING
THE JOHN ROLFE MUSFUM AND
HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER
THROUGH THE PRIVATE SECTOR.
THE PLAN IS NOT IN OPERATION
AT THE PRESENT TIME.
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FRIENDS OF THE VARINA MUSEUM

John Rolfe Middle School

1. Purpose:

To provide on—qoing financial support to the project
through private endowment.

a. purchase of coordinator's time
b. materials and resources
c. publicity
2. Who should be invited to sit on the advisory board?
a. school leaders
b. commmity leaders
3. what would be the relationship to the school systems
a. approval procedures |
b. solicitation procedures
c. bylaws
4. which businesses and industries should be tapped?

5. Other

67
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P. O. Box 23120 e 3820 Nine Mile Rd. e Rwhmond Vzrgzma 23223 o (804) 226-3600

August 30, 1988

Ms. Anne Vaden
TAG Teas:her at Rolfe Middle School
Richmond, VA 23231

Dear Anne:

Thank you for sharing with me this summer your enthusiasm for the John
Rolfe Museum. I am afraid that over the past seven weeks since our
luncheon oa July 7 I have been sidetracked with other assignments as
well as our move to a new building. In addition, I have tried to get
away for a short break.

Anyhow I have enclosed a contact roster of those names mentivoned at
our mzeting according to my notes as well as some additional materials
that may be of interest.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitute to contact

me.
All best wishes,
Elizabeth A. Cpnner
Community Relations Specialist
EAC:lrl
Enc.
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Dr. Patricia Duncan, Asst, Dean, V.C.U., Chairman

Mrs. Gail M. Hudson

Henrico Courty School Board
1204 Traverse Drive
Sandseton, VA 23150

Home Phones 737-6654
Business Phone: 270-0142

Dr. R. Daniel Norman

Assistant Superintendent for Administrative Services
Henrico County Public Schools

P. O. Box 23120

Richmond, VA 23223

(226~3825)

Mrs. Elaine Eberly

5 Wicker Drive

Richmond, VA 23231

Home Phone: 795-1645
Business Phone: 795-1280

Mr. Mitchell Kambis
7685 Turner Road
Richmond, VA 23231
(795-1616)

Mr. Schockley D. Gardner, Jr.
Executive Director

Virginia Resources Authority
P. 0. Box 1300

Richmond, VA 23210
(644-3100)

Mrs. Pinkie Lemon
2304 New Market Road
Richmond, VA 23231
(795-2004)

Mr. Robert J. Moore
Community Relations Director
Philip Morris USA

P. 0. Box 26603

Richmond, VA 23261
(274-3328)

Mrs. Betsy Veazey

1710 Windingridge Court
Richmond, VA 23233
(740-5260)

Mrs. Anne Axselle
1609 Hearthglow Lane
Richmond, VA 23233
(740-0536)

Mr. Harold V. Lawson, P-incipal
Highland Springs High School
15 8. Qak Avenue
Highland Springs, VA 23075
Q (737-6681)




Mr. George V. Wise, Jr.

Art K-12 Educational Specialist
Henrico County Public Schools
P. 0. Box 23120

Richmond, VA 23223

(226-3756)

Mr. W. Carrington Tate

Social Studies 6-12 Educational Specialist
Henrico County Public Schools

P. 0. Box <3120

Richmond, VA 23223

(226-3752)

Mr. H. Douglas Pitts
5 Westwick Road
Richmond, VA 23233
(740-8850)

Mr. Arnold H, Dreyfuss, Chairman, CEO
WearEver Proctor~Silex

4421 Waterfront Drive

Glen Allen, VA 23060

(273-9777)

Mr. W. T. Patrick, Jr., President
Hechler Chevrolet

4810 Nine Mile Road

Richmond, VA 23223

(222-3553)

Mr. Paul Ellsworth, President
Metropolitan Richmond Chamber of Commerce
201 Bast Franklin Street

Richmond, VA 23219

(648-1234)

Karen Holt, Education Specialist, Valentine Museum
JaneffStoneman

Dot Shaw, Varina Woman's Club

Mr. Bernard L. Perkins, III
Principal, John Rolfe Middle School

Dr. Henry L. Nelson, Jr.
Principal, Varina High School

Mr. Harold V. Lawson
Principel, Highland Sorings High School

Mr. Robin Reed
Curator wf Fducation, The Museum of the Confederacy

Agecroft and Virginia Commission for the Arts
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£xhibits Aliue in the Classroom:

Che John Rolfe Museum
ani
Historical Research @enter

Anne S. Vaden

The Arts and Sciences Revisited
The University of Virginia
December 7, 1988
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"The humanities help us understand our place in time, see
our own lives in a larger perspective." As an advocate of the
many values of the humanities in both educational systems and
every day lives, Lynne V. Cheney, Chairwoman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities spoke these works in defense of
the liberal arts. The word defense connotes a fear that "the
humanities" is an "endangered species", yet there is increasing
evidence that many professions share her philosophy of the
humanities as a necessary and integral part of our lives. Many
are coming to its rescue. This revelation is a vositive sign
in today's specialized environments where the humanities continue
to hold a valid place in nrofessiocnal and personal growth.

The John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center, begun
in 1982, is an example of that effort tr revitalize the humanities.
One major purpose of this project is to stimulate an interest and
excitement in the arts and sciences and their further integration
into our academic and private worlds. Other major ourposes are to
provide students and the community with a knowledge of and apprecia-
tioh for local heritage, provide real-world nutlets for students
pursuing historical research, and broaden students verspectives
about museums' diverse sources of knowledge and how to use them
effectively. Other goals include exposure to primary sources,

development of critical and creative thinking skills and sparking



an excitement for the study of history, art, and science and
their interrelationships. A sense of ourselves in the greater
historical perspective is crucial to preserving our vast, our
democracy, and a future which reflects our heritage. With these
goals in mind, a number of specific objectives were written to
stress the magnitude of the John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Research Center which aims for permanency and growth. These
objectives include:

-To strengthen history and develop renewed interest in
and respect for its significance in conveying our historical,
social, and demowratic legacies.

-To incorporate an interdisciplinary approach to the museum
and historical research center with emphasis on the humanities
and sciences.

-To encourage interest in and knowledge of Varina's heritage
as significant in local, state and national history and to
further develop pride in the area.

-To instill pride in the students and community as nreservers
of history and strengthen school ties to the community.

-To develop interprofessional cooperation and effective
communication between schools and musuems, as well as the
business and governmental communities.

~To collect information about the man, John Rolfe, and his
contributions to Virginia's and the nation's economic
developiuent, and to develop knowledge of early seventeenth
century Virginia Indians with particular emphasis on Pocahontas
and her marriage to John Rolfe.

-To provide information on Varina Farm, its classification as a
Virginia Historic Landmark, and its significance in local, state
and national history.

=-To collect and incorporate local heritage resources into the
existing curriculum.

-To provide a varietv of historical resources and documents
pertaining to United States kistory and the upcoming U.S.
Constitutional Bicentennial.



-To develop analytical and interpretive lazssons on object
analysis, works of art as social documents, architecture,
and the use of primary sources.

-To focus on present and future issues of Richmond and Henrico
County, Virginia arnd the United States, and the relationship
of those issues to past development and lifestyles,

-To invelve students at John Rolfe, Varina High School, and other
county schools, in research for the museum's development.,

N

-To provide an on-going museum training program for students
interested in historical research and other areas of the
humanities.

-To stimulate students and teachers to conduct research activities
and emulate the work of professional historians.

-To utilize staff expertise and resources of local museums in the
development and overation of the John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Research Center and its subsequent educational programs.

-To teach creative thinking skills so as to draw inferences from
the past and present, pProject change for the future, and to
initiate meaningful historical projects in the local areas,

-To teach critical thinking skills.

-To teach the scientific inquiry process as a vroblem-solving
approach to history and as a valid tool for self-directed
learning in any discipline.

-To develop classroom activities and resources which can be
replicated and disseminated,

~-To teach skills on how to use a museum as a source of learning
and enjoyment, and to provide information on local museum
vrograms, exhibits, and services.

-To provide information and on-site study in museum related
careers.,

The museum and historical research center received a $40,000.
Excellence in Education grant two Years ago from the U.S. Department
of Education. This grant was established by former Secretary of
Education, william C. Bennett, one of the foremost defenders of the

need for the humanities in education.




The project, of which growth and permanency are essential goals,
consists of two major areas. Both of these areas, the museum and
the research center, have made great progress due to the grant and
work of the students, and are still in the process of development .
The museum section exhibits objects, documents, and other primary
sources directly related to John Rolfe, Pocahonias, the Varina area
where the school is located, the seventeenth century Virginia Indians,
and the lifestyles of the early Virginia English colonists. Tt will
also house a photography display of student involvement in the pro-
ject's development and operation. Although students in the school's
Talented and Gifted Program have been involved to date, participation
is expanding to interested students and faculty at John Rolfe and to
other schools in Henrico County,

The historical research center houses a growing collection of
primary sources such as letters, inventories, deeds, diaries, photo~-
gravhs, documents, and historical objects on everyday life and his-
torical events. A special area on the United States Constitution will
highlight the up-coming Bicentennial. The center also houses books,
reference sources, art prints which.will serve as social documents,
and interpretive activities and teaching materials for classroom in-
struction. Both the museum and the research center will place greater
significance on the importance and revitalization of history and the
humanities, thus strengthening both and developing renewed interest in
their roles in conveying our historical, social and democra:ic legacies.

One special aspect of this project is that its audiences will also
include school patrons and the professional community who will con-
tribute to the development as well as draw upon its resources and nro-

grams. 7o date, students have conducted research in state and local
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.institutions and corresponded with a Rolfe descendant in England.

They have made and gathered reproduction artifacis, collected
primary cources, developed exhibits, and are presently working

on further research and classroom activities. Faculty members,
organizations, and individuals are contributing resources, and

are exhibiting genuine interest in the future growth of the project.
The John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center provides a new
dimension to active learning, becomes a promising model of county
and community educational cooveration, and promotes the arts and
sciences.

The arts and sciences are evident in both the museum and
research center and the overall themes are both environmental and
historical in nature. The sciences are most vividly portrayed by
the museum's initial exhibit, a woodland and wildlife painting, This
10' X 4' mural, "The Untouched Land", was painted by a student. It
depicts the Virginia woodlands before man arrived, and interpretive
activities will focus on man's use of the environment, depletion of
resources, and environmeétal issues: Another exhibit which will
feature an enlarged version of Captain John Smith's map of Virginia
will emphasize the Chesaveake Bay and the James River, the history
and use of both, and present-day ecological concerns. Other broad
themes emphasized in both the museum and research center include
history, literature, archaeology, architecture, and art, Art is
given a prominent vlace in the collection and internretive activities
through historical and art prints, Art printé are used as social

documents or windows on the past, identification of artifacts, and
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historical interpretation. These academic disciplines lend an

interdisciplinary flavor to the project and are coming alive

through exhibits and a growing collection of primary documents,

In addition to the exneriences in the John Rolfe Museum and
Historical Research Center, *“he project encourages teacher and
student knowledge and use of local and state museums and historical
institutions. Staff members at a number of these museums and
institutions have also assisted students in the development of and
research for the Rolfe Museum,

Tne project in which the students have been involved for
several years is local history research. Their focus has been the
Varina area with special emphasis on the iives of John Rolfe and
Pocahontas and their relationship to early Henrico history. This
on-going search insvires a response to a paper presented to the
Arts and Sciences Revisited class at the Virginia Historical Societv
by its Director, Dr. Charles Bryan. Dr. Bryan's paper, "On the
Importance of Being Nearsighted: cCan Floyd County History Really
Be Interesting?", was a creative, erudite, and convincing nlea
for greater emphasis on local history--the key to a better under-
standing of state history. The studencs in the John Rolfe Museum
are one significant example of doing just that--looking for history
in their own backyards and subsequently enlightening others throuah
activities and exhibits. Although the raison d'etre now encompasses
other goals in addition to local history, the Rolfe Museum had
its seeds in the fact that maiy students in Varina were unaware
of the historical importance of eastern Henrico County to the state

anc the nation. The students were also uninformed as to the
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celationship of the area to the name of their school, John Rolfe,.
There was clearly a need to promote an understanding and opride in
their heritage. This need set in motion a beginning search for
their past. Thus the Rolfe Museum has a constant "eye" on being
"nearsighted"~~looking at history close to home as Dr. Bryan
suggests. This nearsightedness is one of the major purposes of
this growing project.
In conjun;tion with this particular purpose, students have
concentrated on Varina history, with special emphasis on Rolfe
and Pocahontas. This historical detective work has taken them
to the local community, museums, libraries, and history institu-
tions and has focused on orimary sources as exciting and invaluable
components in their research. Brief descriptions of several of
the research trips detail their adventures with history at home,
-The Virginia Historical Society,....Students heard vresen=
tations on the purposes of the Society, types of primary
sources, and skills for conducting research in the library,
archives and picture and print collections; conducted
individual and group research; purchased copies of vertinent
documents. One staff member called the students their
"youngest researchers".
~The Division of Historic Landmarks.....Students heard presen-
tations on the purposes of the Division, types of historians,
and historical surveys in progress; conducted group research
on Varina in the archaeological and architectural survey
files and map collections; made copies of records nertinent

to Varina history and properties.
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-England.....Students have corresponded tor three vears with
a descendant of John Rolfe, Mr. E. A. Gunther, London;
name was obtained through the Assiciation for the Preservation
of Virginia Antiquities. Through this speclal correspondence,
letters, maps, research suggestions, books, and friendship
have been received.

-Varina On the James.....Students interviewed Mrs, W, N,
Stoneman, Sr. on the history of the home and the relation-
ship of the property to Rolfe and Pocahontas; toured the
house and the grounds and gained a better understanding of
the historical and present-day nature of the varina area.

~The Virginia State Library.....Students heard a presentation
by the Archivist and received lessons on how to conduct
research in the archival collection and Reference Room;
conducted research in the picture coilection and identified
sources relevant to their local history; sources reproduced
by the library photographer.

~Jamestown Festival Park.....Students heard presentations on
cypes of primary sources located in the library there;
conducted research with those sources and obtained copies
of documents related to Rolfe and Pocahontas; received
instruction in establishing an accessioning system for the
Rolfe Museum collection. (Several other trips have been
taken to Jamestown to learn about Indian and English life-
styles and develop skills for Creating exhibits and making

reproduction artifacts.)
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Research data and sources obtained through these trips are
being used in the creation of museum exhibits. I:u addition, a
collection of primary sources is being amassed for further research
and classroom interpretive activities. For students contributing
to ' the museum, their research and exhibit work are accompanied
by lessons such as primary document analysis, validity of sources,
and evaluation of evidence. In an area with such a rich and
significant past, students should not only be learning, but
also oroducing history. The museum plans to identify 6ther local
history projects that nrovide exciting outlets for students
interested in historical research, These local history projects
should also be an avenue to sparking a new interest among those
whose view of history is static. One such project has already
been discussed in ¢ - njunction with the Division of Historic
Landmarks.

Of the many books in the Rolfe Museum's Research Center,
several focus on developing skills for local heritage investigations.
These books include:

-Nearby History, Kyrig and Marty, American Association of
State and Local History (AASLH)

~Local Government Records, Jones, AASLH

~Local History Collections, A Manual for Librarians, Thompson,
AASLH

~Researching, 'ritina, and Publishing Local History, Felt,
AASLH )

~Recording Your Family History, Fletcher, Gamut Books

~-A Guidebook to Virginia's Historical Markers, Peters,
University Press of Virginia

~Tracing Yc¢'r Ancestry, Guidebook and Logbook, Helmhold,
Oxmoor House o
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One crucial aspect of this museum and research center nroject
is to share ideas for replication with other educators. The
following are a few suggestions for bringing the humanities and
the sciences to life in the classroom, creating exhibits, and
developing museum-related activities,

=Bo.vow resources from the John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Resexrch Center. 3ome of these resources could include
copies of primary sources, artifact boxes, interpretive
activities, books on how to set up exhibits, slide programs .

: on museums and historical research techniques, and rescurce
books. Many other sources are available. Obtain an
inventory.

-Design studies which incorporate opportunities for students
to create classroom exhibits and activities related to those
exhibits. Examples could include ideas such as an art gallery,
a collection of objects, a natural habitat such as a beach,
or a photography display.

-Have students briné historicai objects and family documents
from collections at home. Set up a %tlassroom archives" and
ask students to investigate what an archivist does.

-Make artifact boxes of a particular veriod in history.
Reproduction objects can be obtained from museum shoovs and
other sources given to you by museum educators,
~Collect primary documents such as letters, photograohs,
maps, journals, prints, etc. ffom archival rooms and
manuscriot libraries.

~Purchase prints of works of art from art museums, The




o

National Gallery of Art in Washington sells 11" x 14" prints
for $1.00 a piece. Use these prints for classroom exhibits
and activities such as the use of art in a social history
context to interpret lifestyles or to convey mood, personality,
emotions, and events,

-Take slides of museum exhibits and conduct interpretive
sessions in the classroom. See examples provided of activity
sheets, "How to Use a Museum as a Resource,"

-Borrow museum handling collections that are designed for loan
purposes. Create your own handling collection with purchased
reproductions for objects brought in by students, Se sugges -
tions for object analysis activities,

-Conduct local history or family genealogical research with
students., See earlier field trip descriptions for ideas of
area resources.

~Invite museum staff members to your classroom,

~-Borrow educational resources from museums.

Aspirations for the John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research
Center include its use by teachersﬂ students, and the community
as a center of learning, academic adventure, and pride, The arts,
the sciences, the humanities -~ all come together to promote and

provide an enlivened sense of our past and ourselves,
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i Virginia Commonwealth University

October 1, 1987

Ms. Anne Vaden

John Rolfe Middle School
7800 Messer Road
Richmond, VA 23231

Dear Anne:

[ am pleased to invite you to participate in my symposium on
museum education at the annual convention of the International
Reading Association in Toronto, Canada on May 6th, 1988. I am
delighted to have your presentation on the Varina In-School
Museum as a part of the session.,

I have enclosed for your use a copy of the revised progranm
format. Your portion of the program will he about 50 minutes. I
will have a carouse]l slide projector with me that we can use. An
overhead projector is provided in eac'. conference room.

Please feel free to develop your presentation zny way you
chose within the framework. I would exper: that you can use much
of what you presented to my class this summer.

Thank you again for agreeing to be a part of the program. I
really believe we can make a contribution to language arts
teaching.

Sincerely,

-Patricia H. Duncan
Professor of Education

PHD:ask

Enclosure

8chool of Education » Box 2020 ® Olver Hall SBouth ® {015 West Ma 1, Street * Richmond. Virgurua 23284.0001
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Friday, May 6 - 9:00-11:45 a.m.
SYMPOSIUM 54
CONVENTION CENTRE, ROOM 103 b

Using the Museum to Teach Reading and Writing Intended for
classroom teachers and language arts specialists, grades K-12,

Cochairing: Patricia H. Duncan, Virginia Commonwealth
Laiversity; Karen Larson, San Antonio Museunm Association

Locating and Using Museum Resources.
Speaker: Patricia Duncan

Special Museum Programs for Teachers and Children.
Speaker:. Karen Larsen

Language Arts Activities at the Museunm.
Speaker: Karen Larsen

Extenling the Museum Experience Through Classroom
Reading and Wriring.
Speaker: Patricis Duncan

The In-School Museum: Building Identity and Critical Thought,
Speaker: Anne Vaden, John Rolfe Middle School,
Henrico County, Virginia




providing Staff Development in Reading for Developing Countries
Speaker: Lawrence L. Smuth

arv
Su.s{;:‘aker: Lawrence L. Smuh

SYMPOSIUM s
CONVENTION CENTRE. ROO}M 201B
Making the Invisible Visible: Teaching Cognitive Stratagies
Reading and Writing Intended for teachers, teacher educators,
and researchers, grades K-i2. C'ochacrmg: James Gavelek.
Michigan State University: Michae| Pressicy, University of Wes.
e Onaano
shaning the Secrets of Reading with Uncerstanding
Speaker: Karen K. Wixson, University of Michigan
Suilding Ownership of Comprehension Strategies through Recip-
wocal Teaching
Speaker: Annemarie §. Pulincsar, Michigan Stace Universicy
Composing and Comprehendin. Exposiiory Text' '
Speaker: Tafty E. Raphael, Michigan State University
* Carol Sue Englert, Michigan State Universiry
wrinng to Clarify Thoughts about Literature
aker; Kathryn H, Au, Kamehameha School, Honolulu,
Hawaij

a
Coauthor: Judi Scheu, Kamehamehs School, Honoluly,
Hawui
icit Elements in Cognitive Process Teaching and How Teach-
g%an Enhance Child;.n's Cognitive Mediation
Speaker: Gerald Dufty, Michigan State University
Poduth ! 5

SYMPOSIUM )
CONVENTION CENTRE, ROOM 20ip
the School’s Em-

escher trainers, and adminiscrators, Chain’ng.:

Gwea M. Cox, Lawton, Oklahoma
Uss of Children's Choices Change Reading Emphasis: Using
Orana and Writing wich Children's Choices

Yeaker: Peggy Compton Moberly,

Kent School District,
Washington

Comarunication: The
Wed for classroo teachers, reading teachers,
Winistracnry 8r des K6, Chairing: Sye
e Haryroy rublie Schools, Connecticyt

In-
Supervisors, and
A Deffenbaugh,

Coordinating Classroom and Remedial Programs for More Effec.
tive Instruction

Speaker: Pamela Jones. Mississauga Pubiic Schools, Ontane
Teachers ind Principals Together for Better Instruction

Speaker: Floyd Sucher, Anchorage, Alaska
Parents and Teachers United: We're 1n Thys Together!

Speaker: Elaine Aoki, Seattle Public Schools

Summary: A Coordinated Effon for Effective Reading Programs
Speaker. Sye . Derfenbaugn

school-aduit, Chainng: Leo C. Fay, Indiana Lraversiy
Hirsch's *Cultyray Literscy” ang What It Means for Teachers
Speaker: Leo C. Fay

Civic Literacy: Preparing Leamners to Meer the Curreng Literacy
Demands of anc:pm‘ng as Citizens

Preparation into Exisyj Curriculs
- Mikulecky, l::ilna University
Military Functional and Occupational Literacies; Lessons to Be
Learned from Military Literacy
Speaker: Jorie W, Philippi, Big Bend Communiry College, Eun
ropean Division, Bad Kreuanach, w, Germany
Panel Discussion
Moderator: Leo C, Fay

SYMPOSTUM 4
CONVENTION CENTRE, ROOM 1038
Using the Museum to Teach and Intended for
classroom teachery and language arts specialists,
Cochairing: Patricia 4. Duncan, Virgini
i Larsen, San Antonio Museum Association
Locating and Using Museum Resources

§ r: Patricia H. Duncan
Special Museum Programs

Speaker: Karen Larsen
Language Arts Activities at the Museum

Speaker: Karen Larsen
Extending the Museum Experience through Classroom Reuding
and Writing

Speaker: Putricia H. Dwncan
The In-School Museum: Building Identity and Critics) Tnought

Speaker: Anne S Vaden, John Rolfe Middle School, Hennco

County, Virginiy

for Teachers and Children
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May 13, 1988

Ms. Anne Vaden

John Rolfe Middle School
7800 Messer Road
Richmond, VA 23231

Dear Anne:

Thank you for your excellent presentation on the varina In=School
Museum given at the annual conference of the International Reading
Association on May 6 in Toronto, canada. I know our audience was very
impressed with your or¢ .nization and creativity in developing this
project.

I zn giving your address and telephone number to Nancy Holmes,
Senior Associate Fditor of Learning Magazine. She plans to do a
feature on our symposium. We may make the national press!

I will be contacting you soon to see about establishing a support
group for the muszum. In the meantime, let me know if there is any
other way I can help with ¢his most worthwhile project.

Sincerely,

Hfut

patricia H. Duncan
Professor qQf Education

PHD/SIC

)
8chool of Education » Box 2020 » Oliver Halil-South » 1015 West Main Street

Richmond, Virginia 23284-2020
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Virginia Commonwealth University

Ms. H. Nancy Holmes

Senior Associate Editor

Spcinghouse Corporation, Learning Magazine
1111 Bethlehem Pike

Springhouse, PA 19477

Dear Nancy:

It was a real pleasure to have you among the group at our IRA
presentation, “Teaching Reading and Writing Through Museum Activities®”.
Youir enthusiastic participation certainly inspired us to give our
best.

As you could tell from observing us, we three are very committed .
to the use of museums as educational resources. We have over the years
developed an abundance of information on the subject.

As you requested I am listing our addresses and phone numbers for
you.

.® Dr. Patricia K. Duncan
Virginia Commonwealth University
Box 2020
Richmond, VA 23284-2020 Home : (804) 740-4868
Office: (804) 367-1308 or 1324

o Ms. Karen larsen
Classroom Services Coordinator
The San Antonio Museum Association
P. O. Box 2601
San Antonio, TX 78299-2601 Phone: (512) 226-5544

® Ms. Anne Vaden
John Rolfe Middle School
7800 Messer Road
Richmond, VA 23231 Phone: (804) 222-5975
or
(804) 222-7030

8chool of Education » Box 2020 s Oliver Hall-South » 1015 West Main Street
Richmond, Virginia 23284-2020 86



Ms. H. Nancy Holmes
Page 2
May 13, 1988

Thank you for your interest in our work. We shall look forward to
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

S

Patricia H. Duncan, Ed,.D.
Professor of Education

cc: "Anne Vaden
Karen Larsen
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£xhibits Alive in the Classroom:

Jhe dohn Rolfe Museum
and
Historical Research Center

Anne # Waden, Ceacher
John Roife Middle School

G301 Messer Road
Richmond, Wirginia 23231
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JOHN ROLFE MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER

The John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center
was bequn in 1982 to stimulate community knowledge ang '
interest in regional heritage, provide a "real world" outlet
for students pursuing historical research, and broaden students'
perspectives about sources of knowledge and how to use them
effectively. The project, of which growth and permanency are
essential goals, consists of two major areas and was recently
funded by a U.S. Excellence in Education grant. The $40,000.
provided by the grant over a two Year period will cover the
costs of establishing the project, after which additional
funds will be needed for maintenance and future development.

One of these areas is the John Rolfe Museum. The museum
section will exhibit objects, documents, and other Primary
sources directly related to John Rolre, Pocahontas, the Varina
area where the school is located, the seventeenth century
virginia Indians, and the lifestyles of the early Virginia
colonists. It will also Aouse a photography display of student
involvement in the Project's development and operation. Although
students in the school's Talented and Gifted Program have been
involved to date, participation will expand to interested
students and faculty throughout the school.

The Historical Research Center will house a growing .
collection of primary sources such as letters, inventories,
deeds, diaries, photographs, documents, and historical.ocbjects
on everyday life and historical events. A special area on the
United States Constitution will highlight the up-coming Bicenten-
nial. The centar will .also house books, reference sources, art
pPrints which will serve as social documents, and interpretive
activities and teaching materials for classroom instruction. Both
the m'seum and the research center will place greater significance
on the importance and revitalization of history and the humanities,
thus strengthening both and developing renewed interest in their
roles in conveying our historical, social and democratic lecacies.

There are twenty specif.ic objectives which have been classified
into five broad categories which will be stated for purposes of
brevity. These following categories also encompass a multitude
of strategies for establishing and operating the program:

-To acquire and organize the ¢collection _

~To develop teacher and student knowledge of community
resources and assist in the use of those resources

~To design innovative Curriculum which encourages
inquiry learning and an interdisciplinary aporoach

-To provide new scholarly opportunities for students
at all ability levels :
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~To generate community SUPPOrt and interprofessional
cooperation and involvement in the research,
davelopment, instruction and programs.

A museum houses resources which awaken curiosity and
enhance positive attitudes to discovery and learning, 1n
the formative Stages of the project, students in the Program
for the Talented and Gifted at John Rolfe Middle school have
benefitted from thisg project and Participated in itg develop-
ment. During this and subsequent Yyears, the Program will
éxpand to serve the student body' at John Rolfe and secondary
Students throughout Henrico County. The facility itgelf will
be located within John Rolfe Middle School. One sSpecial aspect
Oof this project is that its audiences will also include school
patrons and the Professional community who will contribute to
the development as well as draw upon its resources and programs.

To-date, students have conducted research in state and
local instit:tions and corresponded with a Rolfe descendant i
England. They have made and gatheved reproduction artifacts,
collected Primary sources, develo .d exhibits; and are presently
working on further research'and classroom activities. Faculty
members, organizations, and individuals are contributing
resources, and are exhibiting genuine interest in the future
growth of the project. The John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Research Center Provides a new dime.ision to active learning and

« becomes a Promising model of county and community educational
Ccooperation. '
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OBJECTIVES

The maénitude of the John Rolfe Museum and Historical
Research Center project, of which permanency and growth are two
major goals, determined the need for a large number of objectives.

~To strengthen history and develop renewed interest in and
respect for its significance in conveying our historical,
social, and democratic legacies.

~TO encourage interest in and knowledge of Varira's heritage
as significant in local, state and national history and to
furcther develop pride in the area.

~To instill pride in the students and community as preservers
of history and strengthen school ties to the community.

-To develop interprofessional cooperation and effactive
communication between schools and museums, as well as the
business and governmental communities.

=To collect information about the man, John Rolfe, and his
contributicns to Virginia's and the nation's economic
development, and to develop knowledge of early seventeenth
century Virginia Indians with particular emphasis on
Pocahontas and her marriage to John Rolfe.

-To provide information on Varina Farm, its classification as
a Virginia Historic Landmark, and its significance in local,
State, and national history.

=To collect and incorporate local heritage résources into the
existing curriculum.

-To provide a variety of historical resources and documents
pertaining to United States History and the upcoming U. S.
Constitution Bicentennial.

-To develop analytical and interpretive lessons on object
analysis, works of art as social documents, architecture,
and the use of primary sources.

-To focus on present and future issues of Richmond and
Henrico County, Virginia and the United States, and the
relationship of those issues to past development and lifestyles.

~To involve students at John Rolfe, Varina digh School, and
other county schools, in research for the museum's development.

~To provide an on-going museum training program for students
interested in historical research and other areas of :he
humanities.

-To stimulate students and teachers to conduct research activi«ies
and emulate the work of professional historians.




~To utilize staff expertise and resources of local museums

in the development and operation of The John Rolfe Museum

and Historical Research Center and its subsequent aducatiornal
. programs,

-To teach ‘creative thinking skills so as to draw inferences
from the past and present, project change for the future, and
to initiate meaningful historical projects in the local areas,

~TO tea.n critical thinking skills.

-TO teach the Scientific Inquiry Process as a problem-solving
approach to history and as a valid tecol for self-directed
learning in any discipline.

-To develop classroom activities and resources which can be
replicated and disseminated.

-To incorporate an interdisciplinary approach to the museunm

and historical research center with special emphasis on the
humanities.

=To teach skills on how to use a museum as a source of learning
and enjoyment, and to provide information on local museum
programs, exhibits, and services.

-To provide information and on-site study in museum relategd
careers. '
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The folliowing strateg’es for establishing and overarine the John Rolfe Musaum
ant Historical Pesearch Center have been classified intn %ive broad natecaries °
and encomosse all of the aforamentioned obiectives as scate? in Pare "V o4 *he
Proiect Narrarive, Maticnal Significance. Areas “ha* involve teacher workshoos
and in-sarvice are liste! ander the category of innovarive currieulum. CSeve~al
strategies relate =0 more than one categorvy and are listad more than onee,

The first category is collectien acouisition and orsanijation, Strarmcies
related to this asvect of overarion include:
~Developing acouisizion volicies

«Idenrifying history acencies, orcanizations, and research collectiong for
relevant data gnd orima=v sources

~V'lie1nq MIsSSURS Q0 serure Jertinent obdects and manuscrioe oouicl for loan
or permanent acguisi=ion

=Develooing acreanion and cataloging systenms

~Norking with locnl familiam %0 obtain historical chbiects and dascuments as
gi.fts or lcan ‘tems

~Conzinuing corresvor 'encze with descendanss of John "olfe in Enqland to
obtain interesting ‘nformation and research marerials: not available in the
0.8, and to build on this stimmlating relationshio

The_second cat i3 deve knowledaoe of o
resources and ugn;g:; g in the usae o‘ °hcs¢ rescurres. Strateties related %o

this aspect 0f opezation include:

=Ivol7ing a cross-section of ttud.nts. teachars, adminiscrators, and ~oun='-
cersonnel in rthe planning and developmen® of =he John Rolfe Museum and
Fistorical Reseavch Center

~Develovniny teacher snd srudent survevs on knowladgoe of local “istorical,:
educational, cultural, business, and® governmesi%al resouvrzes

~Assisting teachers in arrangine and nlanning of field =rios and in 4evelos~
ing curriculum for student preparation and meaningful follow-up

~Daveloping teacher workshoos on ‘Me effective use of “he John Rolfe Musewr
and Nistorical Resear-h Center

~Professionally geproducing “or ccnchor and student use & slide orogram orn
Richmond's historical, educational, and cultural —escurces

-Developing new nodia orograms 70T classroom use on cormunitv resources.
local museum exhibits, and new Polfe Museum and bicentennial curricula



the third category i ggzign#ag_&gaqv1tgvo Surriculum (a), Strategies ralace
to this aspect of operation include:

-Dovolopinq teacher and aeudent survevs on curriculum needs ang ‘Nterescs

~Developing 1ne§rpro:1vo programs and Primary source Activieies for use in
the John Rolge Museum and Historical Research center

~Developing Traveling Xits wieh objects and Primary sourceg and accompanving
intarpretive activities for usg in classroomsg throughoye the county

~Oevelopiag 0.s. Constitution Bicentennial Primary Source Packets ang
Accompanying intarpretive Activitiaeg, Juestions, independens 2tudy ideays,
and suggested resources, to be housed in Riseorv Depaztmenes of each niddle
and hich school in Renrice county (gix middle schools ang seven hich schools

~Daveloping additional curriculum !deas for special Tecognicion of the U.5.
Constirueion bicentennial (Scecific pPlans for #2, 4 and ¢ are found in =he
Projece Narrative, Improving Elementary and Secondary Educasion)

=Using the John Rolfe Museum and Ristoricmal Research Center as a

Henrico County teschers who.paéticipqend in a National Endowmene fop the
Humanitieg Grane, Taacher Trainings a Pield-Baged ggggrinncg (A four day
study in Colonial Williamsburg, April 1982) '

~Developing Lntuzdinciplinarv studies to involve as many curriculum dreas
4@ poseidle :

~Assisting teachers in dov.lopinq units of study on selected tovics usiae
the John Rolfe Museum and Bistorical Research Canter Raterials

“Visiting classroomg throughoute the county to teach lessons using materials
housed in che John Rolfe Musaum and Historical Research Center

~Serving ag 3 liaison to local museumg By taking their handling collections
~ and other rasources into county classrooms and conducting Special related
activities and lessons

-Pro!oanionally rogroducina‘zor classrocm USe a narrated slide orogram,
"Searzh for the Past, " on the roles of differere tyves of Gistoriangs
(roloarchat. architecze, archasologise, curator, and intervreter)

~Developing new media orogramg for ciassroon US® on new John Rolfae Museunm

The fouszth cateaqory (s Providing new scholarly ovDortunitiag for stidenty a~
M
all abiliee levels, Strategies related to thia aspect of operation inelude:

“Training studentsy in historical Fefearch techniques And intermretive skills
to assist in the development and overation of =he John Rolfe Museum and
Ristorical Research Center

-!ntrodneinq students ¢o Juseum careers rhrougn naterials and information,
on-sice studies, and mentors where serious interests are indicated

-Involving students in working with loeal familieg eg obtain histarical
objects and documents for the John Rolfe Museum and Ristorical Research



~Continuing student and teacher correspondence with descendants of John
Rolfe in England to obtain materials and information and develep an on-
going !riandship '

~Involving geudents in exhibit dcsién 48 a productive follow-up to analysis
of axhibits in local museums

~Continuing to iavolve students in duthentic artciface reproduction as a
resule of training by Professional historiang

-deolopiaq artiface and Primary source interpretive Programs for student
lessons in wne BusSeum and classroom

-Developing Traveling Artifact and Document Kits for use by students in
other schools in the county

~Encouraging classroom and independent study use of the bicentennial material,
and activities ag deseribed in Project Narrativae, Improving Flementary and
Seccndary Rducation

~Devaloping and facilitaeing local history projects for students ag producei-re
outlets of knowledge Jained, to be shared in school, Johgy Rolfe Museum ang
Historical Research Canter, and community settings where appropriate

~Asaisting in on-gite studies for small groups of students
~Conducting student seminars on 1:900. and topics related to the humanities

The £ifeh category is gJenerating communi ty Support and involvement in
ingtruction. Strategies related to this aspect of operatiocn include:

-Dcvolopiqq & Parent Docent Program

~Training parents in historical research techniques and interprecive skills
to assist in the development and operation of the Jchn Rolfe Museum and
Bistorical Research Center '

~ldentifying Tuseum, business, ana gqovernmental professions to serve as on-
going consultants °f a Rolfe Mugsemn Advisory Board

~Providing information reqarding Henrico County sehool curricula to museum
staffs '

~Attending museunm, busineas, and Jovernmental functions and conferencas to
develop interprofessional involvement

~Attending Inter-Museum Council of Richmond (1coR) nemtings to inform membera
of school needs and to learn of deve .oping PIOograms and services, thereoy
_Promoting a school-museum partnership

~Arranging opportunities for musSeum, businass, and govarnmental perscnnael
to serve ag fesources in the classrocn

~Working with local families o discuss the John Rolfe Museunm and Historica:
Reseazch lenter development ideas and obtaining historical objects and
documents for loan or permanane acquisition

~Working with school and local community organizationg in the planning,
developmene, and operation of the John Rolfe Museum and Historical Resear--
Center ‘
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"i'\\ Henrico County Public Schools

: 9 / .
Ny John Rolfe Middle School e 6901 Messer Road ® Richmond, VA 23231

March 22, 1988

Mr. Richard Moxley
Agecroft Association

4305 Sulgrave Road
Richmond, Virginia 23221

Dear Richard,

You were most kind to take time from your work at Agecroft
to come to Rolfe and work with my museum group. You and Mrs. Gabb
certainly sparked our enthusiasm 1n developing a 17th century
English herb garden as an outdoor exhibit for the John Rolfe Museunm.
The students thoroughly enjoyed meeting you and enjoyed your pre-
sentation and the discussion. Although Mary is the most active in
herb garden research, all of the students now want to take part in
the garden's development. That growing interest is to yours and
Mrs. Gabb's credit. You certainly succeeded in boosting my con-
fidence in pursuing this goal.

You shared a lot of essential information that will help us
get started. Books give us design and types of plants, but I was
relieved to learn basic preparation and gardening techniques.

Mrs. Gabb's bibliography will then help us with the plants and
their placement.

We do look forward to our visit to Agecroft in May. I will
be in touch with you to see if it continues to suit your schedule.
I have submitted a budget to our Rolfe Community Council and I
should have a good idea of available funds by that time.

I do want to afologize for not.writing socner. An unexpected
occurrence in the "life" of our museum came up ‘he week after your
visit. The School Board did not fund it for next year. I felt as
though a part of me and my students has been taken away, and have
spent the last few weeks trying to deal with that reality, person-
ally and professionally., With no time to operate it, I am trving
to develop some alternative ideas to keep it open. I have not vet
told the students and we continue our plans as scheduled.

Again, thank vou for serving as such a valuable resource. We
would not be able to take on this special project without your
guidance. We look forward to seeing you in May.

Sincerely,

7
g

Anne S. Vaden
Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

49
Telephone (804) 222-7030
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-Submitting grant requasts to area businesses and industries for
additional funding for the projece

=Contacting local families ind civic organizations to serve as patrons
of the John Rolfe Museum and Historical Research Center

In addition to the stated classified strategies, needs angd regquiraments
must be assessed ag they relate to security, building codes, access, insurance,
and maintenance. We will also seek further financial assistance from county
adninistrative personnel and’thae Henrico County School Board.

(2) The John Rolfe Museum and Ristoricsl Research Center will not be limized

to any one group. The developmant of programs, lessons, and Activiting will take
in to account students of all ability levels, with certain activities aspec:ially
designed for the needs of particular levels. Teachers in al}l disciplines and
special areoas will have access to the materials.
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TEACHER GUIDELINES
FOR PLANNING A MUSEUM VISIT

Teachers play vital roles in all phases of a museum visit,
thus binding museums and schools in common goals for learning.
Below are suggested gquidelines maklpg 4 museum experience an
integral part of classroom instruction.

A.

I.

Evaluate what the museum visit can do to enhance learning
beyond the resources available in the school.

Develop objectives for the visit. Refer to broad goals
listed (pg.6) when developing specific objectives,

Visit the museum to become familiar with the exhibits and
identify the ones which best compliment your instruction.

Inform the muset 1 educator of:

l. objectives for the visit
2. curriculum
3. ideas as to how the museum visit should relate
to your classroom instruction
4. the needs, levels, and interests of your students,

Inquire as to the various programs and services available
and select a program that addresses the needs above., 1If
planned programs do not meet your curriculum needs, make
suggestions as to alternative activities or special areas
of focus.

Conduct'appropriate classroom preparation in terms of
knowledge you expect students to gain.

Relate objectives of visit to classroom instruction,
Discuss the following with students in preparation:

. hature of the collection

- burpocses and functions of the museum

. type of program in which they will be involved

. objectives of visit

. 8kills and attitudes necessary for a successful
museum visit.

Develop appropriate follow-up in the classroom.

N o wh =

l. oral and written evaluations and activities

2. evaluation of student performance and participation

3. student evaluation of experience

4. "after the trip" questions related to exhibits
(focus on analysis, synthesis [creative thinking],
and evaluation) '

5. creative products related to the museum experience

for display in classroom and/or museum

6. application of skills, ji.e. observation and inference,

in classroom lessons.
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EDUCAT IONAL GOALS OF A MUSEUM VISIT

IT. The following are broad goals which a teacher can use in planning
a museum experience.
A. To learn how to use a museum as a resource in research.

B. To develop an understanding that knowledge exists in
many different forms.

C. To understand relationships among sources of knowledge.
D. To develop inquiry skills.

E. To sharpen powers of observation and interpretation.

F. To become an active participant in the learning process.

G. To provide an aesthetic and affective experience as a
necessary part of learning.

H. To develop a love of learning,

L. To broaden opportunities for research beyond
secondary sources.

J. To enjoy a museum and see it as an educational institution,

Anne S, Vaden

Teacher, Program for the
Talented and Gifted

John Rolfe Middle School

Henrico County Public Schools

9g 1, .




These sample Juestions present opportunities for in-depth
"After the Trip" discussions, writing assignments, or
enrichment. These tyces of guestions develop critical
and creative thought. They require the higher level
thinking skills and can be used as a culmination to the

museum visit itself cr ziven in the essential classroom follow=-uz.

1. HISTORY
a. Analysis

-Compare (sirilarities) and contrast
(differences) in two exhibits.
(themes, tvoes of objects, exhibit design, etc.)

b. Synthecis

~After looking act Objects that help us better
understand past events and people, predict
possible items that yYou think will be exhibited in
a history,museum to tell about American life in
the 1980's, .-
C. Evaluation ,

-The past is worth preserving. Support or refute
that statement using what you saw and learned

in the museum.

~-Based on your museum visit, how has your view of
hiscory changed?

2. ANY TYPE OF MUSEUM

Evaluation

Name the objects/exhibits/works of art which did the
following for you:

~Taught you the most .

-Really interested you

~Made you think about the future

-Produced the deepest feelings

-Made you think of a time Or event in yocur own life,
3. ART

a. Analysis

-Compare and contrast two styles of painting.
b. Synthesis

~Create your own work of art....,.
+«.t0 illustrate a technigue found in the museum,
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.to make a social statement about ljfe
in the 1980's,
«e.to...(your own idea)

-Predict what you think art will be like in the
twenty-£first century. (consider materials, techniques,
tnemes, etc.)

c. Evaluation
-Learning about works of art is a valuable part of your
education. Based on your experience in the galleries,
support that statement.

-Based on your museum visit, how has your view of art
changed?

4. SCIENCES
a. Analysis

-Select two animals that live in different environments.
Explain liow their appearances relate to their habitats.

b. Synthesis

~-Based on your observations of airplane design over the
years, illustrate what you think the plane of the twenty-
first century will look like.

c. Evaluation
-"Sclence at best provides us with questions, not
"
absolute answers. Norman Cousins
(found in the National Museum of Air and Space)
Explain what you think this statement means using
examples of objects you saw in the museum,

-Explain what you think that statement means from the
perspective of space, natural history, technology, etc.

-Based on your museum visit, how has your view of
science changed?

-0f the scientific developments you found exhibited in the
museum, which do you think is the most valuabie to
man's progress?
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SUGGESTIONS FOR AN OBJECT ANALYSIS ACTIVITY

Objectives for an object analysis may include:

-Relate knowledge of perio. culture and life to Objects
in question
-Analyze objects and render personal interpretation
~Measure the accuracy of personal interpretation
against historical data

-Refine inquiry skills _

-Apply analytical abilities to pant, present and

future lifestyles '

~Learn to use sources beyond the written word for
historical research
-Discuss new attitudes acquired by studying the Past through
objects and evaluate in relation to 1ife today

Sample questions in developing an object analysis activity
may include the following examples.

Introducing Object:

-What 1s the object?

-What was its purpose?

-How was it used?

~Was it used in daily life or for special occasions?

-Was it handmade/machine made? ,
~What do the objects tell you about the life of its owners?
-What might the "history" of the object have been before

it was acquired by the museum?

Analyzing Object for General Conclusions:

-With what type of person would each object be associated?
-If using this ob ect where might you be?

~What might you be doing? Could you find yourself in a
similar situation today? 1If so, what?

-Could this objec. be used today? How? Available? Why

or why not? In a different form?

Follow-UR:

A. Compare and contrast modern technology to these objects.

~How are our lives similar/different?

-Predict which objects will be the same 100 years from now.
~Which will be different or obsolete? Explain

your hypotheses.

B. By looking at the past, present, and future through objects,
what broad conclusions can you draw about the needs of
people in any period of time?

C. How do you feel about studying history through cbjects?
Explain.
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Che John Boife Museum
and
Historical Researcth Center

THE JOHN ROLFE MUSEUM STAFF
~HO WILL YOU BE?

DERT. OF COLLECTIONS

Develop accession system

Keep record books and catalog cards
Number all objects and documents
Store all artifacts, documents, etc.
Catalog books

Gather objects and primary sources

DEPT. OF RESEARCH AND MANUSCRIPTS

Research 17th Century English architecturas
Division of Historic Landmarks Historic

Rolfe and Pocanontas in Virginia
Rolfe and Pocahontas in England
(Information to 80 into the exhibit)
Life in 17th Century England-people, Monarchy,
arts, music, dress, literature, events, etc.
Research 17th Century life 1in Virginia
Research Varina History

DEPT. OF PROGRAMS AND EDUCATION

Design and write activities for small groups and classes
Select materials for use in classroom- Make inventory

DEPT.OF EXHIBITION

Design prehistoric Indian exhibic

Design 17th Century herbd garden (research included)

Construct Ind:an longhouse
Make reproduction artifacts
Design and draw map exhibit
Paint Jamestown mural

DEPT. OF PRESERVATION

Store decuments in archival kits and materials.
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TEACHER STUDENTS

Evaluating Zvidence

1 - Explain that there are two
major types of sources used in
historical study. These are
rrimary and secondary sources.
Discuss WHY they should know
the differences between
primary and secondary
material. Lead questions:

What deces the passage of
time do to memory and facts?
Does it make any difference
where you collect your evi-
dence? Why?

Suggested discussion;
Knowing the difference in
the two types of sources
helps determine the
relationship of evidence to
the problem in areas such as:

Time written

Authenticity

Validity

Authorship

Accuracy

Purpose for writing

Sources ured
Emphasize the need to
evaluate sources in order *o
determine the most credible
and relevant types of evidence.

Z . Relate these ideas through a 2, Might respond with a

situation relevant to the situation such as;
students. Based on the ideas "My grandfather kept a
being discussed, ask if they journal while he was
have any examples. Stationed in England
Discuss that or any other examples during World war II.
in relation to terms listed I would rather learn
above. about events in ww II

by reading his Journal
than studying a textbook.*

3. Ask: What do you now 3 ¢+ Should arrive at definitions
think primary sources are? similar to the following:
Secondary sources? Primary sources are
Are there advantages to each? written material or
Why or why not? objects original to the
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TzACHIR STUDENTS

period and problenm

under study--firste-

hand information.
Secondary sources pro-
vide or contain informa-
tion derived from primary
or original sources -
second-hand information.

4 . After discussing the two 4 . Should respond;
types of sources, give the Problem #1 - Secondary
students a list of examples Problem #2 - Primary

of both types. Explain
that the classification of
Sources can depend on the
historical problem itself.
Review the following
example with the class.
Example:

Source: Richmond Times
Dispatch election
an issue, Nov. 2,
1976 (contains an
article on Richmond
politics at the
beginning of the
Civil war)

Problem #1: What was
Richmond like at
the beginning of
the Civil war?

Problem #2: How didithe

Richmond Yimes

DIspatch cover the

Ford-Carter

Presidential cam-

paign and election?
Is the newsnaper a primary or
secondary source for each
problem?

Empnasizes *"You see from this
example that the same source
can be both a primgry ang
secondary source epending
on the problem. '

dfu Based on the same two pProbe
lems, now direct the class
to classify the sources
listed on the Activity
Sheet, “What Are Primary
and Secondary Sources?*




TEACFER

STUDENTS

é. After students complete both
classifications, review the
angwers in class. Then call
to their attention the
differences in classifica-
tion, again emphasizing
those df??erences in the
type of source depending

on its relationship to the
problem under study.

7 . Point out that most 7.

avidence has a slanted

view. Ask what a researcher
must consider when using
Primary and secondary sources?

A

53. Hand out student Activity
Sheets, "Zvaluation of
Sources."” Using the ideas
mentioned above and the
examples on the Teacher
Reference Sheet, Separating
Fact From Opinion,” -
evaluate paragraphs through
class discussion in order
for students to practice
evaluative skills.

"How often do you, as students,
nava the opportunity to use
primary sources and dig into
nistory to find your own answers?
Now is your chance, so let's

make the most of it and find out
what life was really like in
pre~Civil War South!'"

In discussing what an
historian must consider
in using sources, sty-
dents might suggest:
Distinguish fact from
opinion, weed out bias,
be aware of emotion,
and appraise the
influence of each in
a given source.
Also consider for whom
the writing is intended,
. as well as the incom=-
Plaete view of an ex-
cerpt taken from a
larger work.



Study the list of sources below and

catagorize each

as either a primary or secondary source for each preblem,
I:” the source does not relate to the problem, leave the

s»ace blank.

SQURCES

PROBLEM #1
#hat was Richmond
like at the begin-
ning of the Civil
Nar?

PROBLEM #2

How did the Xich-
mond Times Disvatch
cover the Ford -
Carter campaign?

Civil War diary

Traveler's journal of
visit to South, 1850°'s

Your history textbook
account

Letter from campaign
headquarters concerning
Press coverage

Property deed for 1861
business

Interview with present

Richmond Times Dispatch
Eaftor

Richmond Times Dispatch
November 1, 1360 '

A spinning wheel, ca.
1850

A modern historian's
account of Richmond's
selection as Capital of
the Confederacy

Book on history of
Richmond polities (©)
1977

Richmond Times Dispatch
November I, 197 .

Records of a Richmond
church, mid-1800°'s
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SOURCES PROBLEM #1
What was Richmond | How did the Rich=
like at the begin- mond Times Disvatch
ning of the Civil | cover the rord -
Nar? carter campaign®

Inventory of a Richmond
homeo 1860

Magazine survey of slec-
coverage of Virginia
newspapers, 197

1979 interview with Rich-
mond historian on
buildings still in use
since the 1850's

Richmond print, 1858
Civil War Times Illuse
irated, June I§7%

1976 article by Rich-
mond Times Dispatch
politIcal writer on
the history of politi-

cal views of that
paper
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Study the list of sources below and catagorize each
as either a primary or secondary source for each problem.
If the source does not relate to the problem, leave the

space blank.

SOURCES PROBLEM 71 PROELEM #2
What was Richmond | How did the Rich-
like at the begin-/ mond Times Dispateh
ning of the Civil | cover the Ford -
War? - | Carter campaien?
Civil war diary (1860-1865) primary 0 | eemeeao
Traveler's journal of N
visit to South, 1850's primary =00 ] emmeaaaa
:ggﬁu:%Story textbook secondary secondary
TLetter from campaign )
headquarters concerning | —~=—=--- secondary
press coverage
Property deed for 1861
business primary | =eeoeene
Interview with present primary - 1976 Editor
%%%%%%QQ Iimes Disvatch secondary secondary - 1981 Edit
Richmond Tinos Dispatch,
November 1, 1860 primary . | —-----e-
A spinning wheel, ca. B
1858 8 ' primary =0 @ —eeeeea-
A modern hiszorian's -
account of Richmond's
selection as Capital of secondary | =---me--
the Confederacy
Book on history of
l;é;:l;mond politics © secondary secondary
Richmond Times Dispatch,
(secondary if primary
November ?' 1976 article aboqzwabov )
*Records of a Richmond
church, mid-1800°'s primary | —eeee---
112
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SOURCES PROBLZM #1
what was Richmond [ How did the Riche

like at the begin- mond Times Disvateh
ning of the Civil | cover the Ford -

War? _ Carter campaigm®
Inventory of a Richmond . .
home, 1860. primary = | se=eeee-
Magazine swurvey of elec-
coverage of Virginia = = | ---vwe-- secondary

newspapers, 197

1979 interview with Rich-
mond historian on

buildings still in use secondary
since the 1850's

RiChmond print. 1858 primary ________

Civil War Times Illus-
trated, June 1977 secondary === | sewemcaaa

1976 article by Rich-
mond Times Dispatch
political writer on

the history of politi- = (| -=---~-- primary
cal views of that
paper
NOTES:
1. The dates, "1860-1865," have been added after the source,
"Civil War diary." These dates do not appear on the students®

sheets, but . may be helpful for the teacher to add for pur-
poses of discussion. '

**x% 2. The answers on this KEY SHEET are suggested answers, Some
of the sources are difficult to label as definitely pri-
mary or secondary. Interpreted differently, a source could
be either primary or secondary. Let the students brainstorm,
give itheir suggestions, and defend their choices. 1If a
student can logically defend his choice, his answer must
be accepted as correct for him. (See Evaluating Evidence
under Activity #1.)
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ASSEMBLING, ARRANGING AND ANALYZING EVIDENCE
IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

o
"Fitting the pieces of the past together!"

Historical Question:

Question:

Source Topics/ChronolOQY: etc.

AN

; LEFa
| b Wt
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TESTING YOUR SOURCES FOR EVIDENCE:

List any evidence you find that s
under the columm of the

upports your hypotheses
Source you are using,

YOUR HYPOTHESES,

Map

Newspaper

Green Mount

Music

1.

2,

3.
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Dear Debra, -

How would you like some very young teachers to bring your
students interesting lessons and activities op thinking skills
and museumc? Let me explain. For the Past five years, I have
spent a good part of first semester heloing the sixth grade Tag
students develop analytical and creative thinking skills,
became aware of the diversity of sources, and learn research
skills. Museums lend themselves to all of these goals, and our
Smithsonian trip in December was to enable the students to
apply the skills they had learned here in class, actually use
objects to gain knowledge, and to become more aware of the
exciting learning benefits of exhibits and objects. Students
selected from the areas of history, science, or art and focused
their classroom preparation and museum experience on that chosen
interest. Several of the specific objectives of this study
include:

-=7" understand that knowledge exists in many forms

~to develop inquiry and gquestioning skills

~-to improve critical and creative thinking skills

-to sharpen powers of observation and interpretation

-to become an active participant in the learning process
~to provide a personal aesthetic and emotional experience
as part of the learning process

-to broaden opportunities for research beyond secondary
sources

—-to apply skills to local museums and

-to share knowledge with other students in a meaningful way.

Each year I work to improve this study, and in accordance
with one of the overall TAG goals to develop meaningful outlets
for the knowledge they gained, I would like for the 6th grade
TAG students to work with some of your students. What could be
more meaningful than having them share what they learned with
their peers and incorporating TAG into your classes? It is so
important for the TAG students to realize how to use what they

have learned in many different and personal settings. 1In addition

to learning how to use various thinking skills to interpret
types of sources, they have contacted local museums~ visiting,
calling and writing, and gathered a wealth of information on
what's available in our area.

The 6th grade TAG students are now busy developing ideas for
lessons. 1%hey have brainstormed many learning activities they

tl.ink students would like and have come up with extended activities

for your students as well as additional outlets for themselves.
They have been learning the sequence of a good lesson and fitting
their ideas into that process.

Telephone (804) 222-7030
119



They are working in qroups of two or three and I think
would be comfortable working with a group of 8-10 of your students
at a time. If you would like to involve some of your students
in this special opportunity, please respond on the attached form.
Since the number of 6th grade TAG students is relatively small,
there is no way to extend this opvortunity to all of your stude.its.
I wish there were! T might suggest that you and your team
teacher work together on which of your students will be involved.
Please see us before you inform the students so we can be sure
that there are enough teaching groups to go around.

The lessons will be conducted in our museuri. The general
time frame we have in mind is the end of January and the beginning
of February. If my students work with your group, I will talk
with you about specific nlans. If Judy's do, she will get with vou.
Judy, the students, and I thank you for joining us in this unit.

Sincerely,
_, '%’{/L{Z_,/
—

120



/(’W/“V Y ' . ; ;,..-;,"M‘v.‘
Mu/ 7 ?_MQ Ll :/f J 7@@4/@7#
4 Yy WES 3/, 42
| 7265, 1/% 4 .
U Flad

Teacher

If you would like to lend us a few of your studerts
for a "museum lesson," please indicate that desire below
by completing each section.

o

l//Yes,

I would like for some of my studetns to

—

participate in a TAG museum lesson. &?bﬁ;ﬁdﬁt/
) A AUl ¢ Yrwiy 0ludoyTe Lo 'L WL o
;&MA41/AKLI) Periods I prefer. (Please give lst, 2nd, 3rd choices.

The time will depend on the release
of the TAG students doing the
teaching.)
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Dear

In the last month, we have watched our enthusiastic
6th grade students actually "develop into teachers." They
have taken what they learned at the various Smithsonian
museums, combined that with their interests, applied
analytical thinking skills, added a "sales pitch" for
museums as fun places to learn, and created their own
lessons. We are exc:ced about what t!eir creative minds
have produced, and we hope your students will enjoy the
experinece.

As a follow-up to your agreeing to lend us some of
your students to "be their students," we have developed a
teaching schedule. Your time is

Period

Date

Would you please select 10 from your class to participate
and send us those names by Monday? On your given day and
period we will come to your room and take your group to
the museum for their lesson.

We hope that your students will gain from and enjoy
their "new teachers!" They are certainly excited about
it. Many thanks for your cooperation and help!

Sincerely,




Dear

Earlier I gave you a letter concerning the 6th grade
TAG students teaching other 6th grade students. The
purposes of their lcssons are to get others interested in
using and enjoying museums and developing critical think-
ing skills through objects and visual experiences. The
TAG students have been working dilegently to plan and
develop their lessons and activities, and they are excited
about this opportunity. We have scheduled them for the
periods requested by the teacher. Would you please excuse
the following students from your class to teach their
lessons in the museum. They will be expected to make up
their work. Thank you for your help as we encourage our
students to spread cheer, spread knowledge, and apply their
newly learned skills as "budding teachers!"

Sincerely,

o/
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SAMPLES OF DEVELOPED ACTIVITIES
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WHY DO WE HAVE MUSEUMS?

e e

Museum Functions- A Scavenger Hunt

Museums are special places to go to learn and to have tun!
when you visit you can see a lot of what a museum does and a lot
of what it has. There is even more, however, that goes on
"behind the scenes." 1In this activity you will find out more
about museums and what they do--and we will use our own John
Rolfe Museum to do it.

Below are listed 5 maior functions of a museum and what those
functions mean. Your mission is to find each star in our museum.
Each _star is evidence of one of those func+tions. Ficure out which
function each examole reoresents and list it under that museum
function/ourpose.

As you find examoles of each in the John Rolfe Museum, note
them below:

COLLECTING (adding items to EXHIBITING (disvlaving)
the museum's collection)

PRESERVING (protecting the objects) RESEARCHING (one ex: checking
to see if an object
is authentic)

INTERPRETING (finding ways for the public
to understand the meaning of
the objects; helping people
learn new information......)




IV,

SUGGESTIONS FOR AN OBJECT ANALYSIS ACTIVITY

Objectives for an object analysis may include:

-Relate knowledge of pariod culture and life to objects in question.
~Analyze objects and render personal interpretation,

-Measure the accuracy of personal interpretation against

historical data.

-Refine inquiry skills.

-Apply analytical abilities to past, present and future lifestyles.
~Learn to use sources beyond the written word for historical research.
~Discuss new attitudes acquired by studying the past through objects
and evaluate in relation to l:ife today,

Sample questions in developing an object analysis activity may
include the following examples,

Introducing Object:

What is the object?

What was its purpose?

dow was it used?

Was it used in daily life or for special occasions?

Was it handmade/machine made?-

What do the objects tell you about the life of its owners?

What might the "history" of the object have been before it was
acquired by the museum?

Analyzing Object for General Conclusions:

With what type of perso.a would each object be associated?

If using this object where might you be?

What 1 ight you be doing?

Could you find yourself in a similar situation today? If so, what?

Could this object be used today? How? Available? Why or why not?
In a different form?

Follow-up:

Compare and contrast modern technology to these objects,

How are our lives similar/different?
Predict which objects will be the same 100 years from now.
Which will be different or obsolete? Explain your hypotheses,

-By looking at the past, oresent, and future througzh objects, what
broad conclusions can You draw about the needs of people in any
period of time?

-How do you fzel about studying history through ob-“ects? Explain.



ACt1lvity Four

Questions! Questions!

Along with many other sources you might use (such as newspapers, diaries,
letters, records and documents, works of art, books, buildings, nature, etc.)
to find out what life was like at a particular time and place, YOU can study
objects or artifacts. If the objects are authentic and not reproductions,
you can really touch the past!!! Perhaps the best way to get the full
meaning of an artifact is to ask yourself some questions about jit!

What is the object?

What was its purpose?

How was it used?

Where could it have been used?

Was it used in daily life or for special occasions?

Was it handmade or machine-made?

Who would have used this object?

What does the object tell you about the 1ife of its owner(s)?

What might the "history" of the object have been before it found its
way into someones attic or a museum? Create a short story around its
life and use!
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Activities Two and Five

Classification Chart

A. Atter discussing hypotheses as what 1ife might have be¢.-n like 1n the time period or special situation
related to objects being studied, ciassify each ot the activities and fill in ope category for each
column. Several examples are given below to give you . start.

B. After completing Activity Three (Observations) and Activity Four (Interpretations), continue your
investigation of the objects by classitying each of them under the calegories you wrote earlier.
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Activity Three

Observation and Identitication Chart

A. Using your five senses, find out as much about the objerts as you possibly can!

Object # Color Shape Materials Feels Sounds Smells

Tastes What do you think the
Used Like Like Like Like object is?
(Textures) (If applicable)
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KNOWLEDGE:  IT'S wl. ARoump usty

JUST OBSERVE AND TUTERPRET!

How tnat you have
things that you think po
topether, wha® would you
call each cacegory?
(CLASSIFICAPION)

List the types of
sources in each

catepory

Lo
o —
Qelect from each
citegory une objeél
that interests you,
(VALUATION)

grouped

AL L IRAST s VT e - e

Art

M ittt e o L IRIVCTORPUNIPENY S

EXRIDIL u:; " Exhibit 72

Natural Artifacts Written

Sciences documentsg/
Primary
Sources

Exhibit g4
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Exhibit §3 !

[ 2T VO

Exhibit g5

- R el e

Architecture

Describe it in as much
detail as you can. Use
vour five senses;

(ANALYS STORSERVAT; 0N)

VTS L,

TN vy

What kinds of tnformatio
cian each one give you?
What can it tell yoy
about where it came from,
who used ‘', people's
lilestyles,ete?
CINTERPRETATON)
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Jalieries. L3@ 25 nMuseunm <rip preparation Ar as s Ul
exhibits iLnto the classroom.

13
U,

Vame
SLIDE PROGRAM: "How to Use a Museum
AS A Resource"
l. Slides fram the AMERICAN HISTORY MUSEUM, $mithsonan Institution
A. Philadelphilt “arket Scene--13th Century (1790°'s)

l. Vtrite down everything you see in this scene,

2. Make 2 "educated Juesses" (hynmotheses) about l. fe
in Philadelohia during the 18th cen. based on what vou
have observed in #1,

a,.

b.

3. I couid vrove the truth of iy hyootheses by...

B. Complete the chart: OBJECT
CRADLE TEA SET COLLEC™T (>

tThat do you see?

What kind of oeonsle
might have used this?

What do vou think their
life might have been like?

* “hat skills dig You Just use?
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SLIDE PROGRAM: "How to Use a Museum
As a2 Resourc:"

IT. Slides from the NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM, Smithsonian Institution
A. What to @@ fc-: Adantations to Environment

Write down any evidence you see of adaptations to
each environment,

1., Eskimos Tyoe of environment/habitat
2. Mountain Goa 3 environment/hapitat
3. Deer environment /habitat

Compare (thinags that are similar) and contrast (thinos that
ar2 different) the mountain goat and deer environments.

Similarities Differences

8. What to do: How would YOu use ycur five senses *o discover as
much about these birds ag Yyou could and what do you think you
could discove, if You could pick them uv? Select anpropriate sersa.

l. Specimen drawer- Naturalist Center
Look=

Licsten-
Feel~-
Smell-~
Taste=-

* '“hat skills did vOU just use?

e S e g e . ¢ et
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SLIDE PROCRAM: "How *“o Use a Museum
As; a Pesource"

T11. Slides from the JATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

A. 'hat to @@ for: portraits That Show a Personalijity

l. Napoleon In His Study by Jaaques-Louis Davig

What the objects/elements of the vainting tel] you
about the person.

Objects "hat they "te]] vou”

v

B. that to @@ for: “eriod, Theme and Style

Period

Theme Stvle
Madonna and Child

Giotto

The Alba Madonna
Ravhael

The Houses of Parliment,
Sunset Jonet

TR ® -

The Artists Garden at )

Vétheuil Monet

“hat art can tel] you
~~cds, and times~-art

about lifestyles, peoole,
as a social document.

The Cooley Family
(John Singleton Conlev)

C. What to @@ for:

The Dancing Counle

'Ginevra De'Benct
(Jan Steen)

(Leonardo daVi-cs

-~ wm

What skills d,4 STL Tust use?

[oy 133
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"WHEN YOU ARE BACK IN THE CLASSROOM..."
SUGGESTIONS FOR A MUSEUM VISIT FOLLOW-UP

These sample questions present opportunities for in-depth "After the
Trip" discussions, writing assignments, or enrichmeni:., These types
of questions develop critical and creative thought, They require the
higher level thinking skills a.id can be used as a cnluination to the
museum visit.,
1. History

a. Analysis

Compare (similarities) and contrast (differences) in two
exhibits. (Themes, types of objects, exhibit design, etc.)

b. Synthesis

After looking at objects that help us better understand past

events and people, predict possible items that you think will
be exhibited in a history museum to tell about American life

in +*he 1980's.

c. Evaluation

"The past is worth preserving." Support or refute that state-
ment using what you saw and learned in the museum.

Based on your museum visit, how has your view of history
changed?

2. Art
a. Analysis
Compare and contrast two styles of painting.
b. Synthesis
Create your own Qork of artl...
-«+.to illustrate a technigue found in the museum,
-+.t0 make a social statement about life in the 1980's,

«+.+.to (your own idea).

Predict what you think art will be like in the twenty-first
century (consider materials, techniques, themes, etc.).

c. Evaluation

Learning about works of art is a valuable nart of your

education. Based on your experience in the galleries, support
that statement.

Based on your museum visit, how has your view of art changed?

134
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Sciences
a. Analysis

Select two animals chat live in different environments.
Expalin how their apnearances relate to their habitats,

b. Synthesis

Based on your observations of airplane desiqn over the
years, illustrate what you think the olane of che twenty-~
first century will look like.

c. Evaluation

"Science at best provides us with questions, not absolute
answers," Norman Cousins

(Found in the National Museum of Air and Space,)

-Explain what you think this statement means using examples
of objects you saw in the museum.

-Explain what you think that statement means from the
verspective of space, natural history, technology, etc,.

-Based on your museum visit, how has your view of science
changed?

-0f the scientific developments you found exhibited in the
museum, which do you think is the most valuabie to man's
progress?

Any Type of Museum

Evaluation

Name the objects/exhibits/works of art which did the following
for you:

Taught you the most .
Really interested you

Made you think about the future

Produced the deepest feelings

Made you think of a time or event in your own 1life.
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ASSEMBLING, ARRANGING AND ANALYZING EVIDENCE
IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

or
"Fitting the pieces of the past together!"
Historical Question:
Question: .
) e s e e e e s — ——— - - _ —
Source Topa g_g_/(fj_ggju_) 1()«__;_1{“,“_};'}_(‘;_ .

— - e e —




Placoes where vou can become

An Historical Detective

Manuscript libraries- nuszums

Historical Societies, 1e. Virginia, Fenrico, Richmond, etc.
Church records
Public libraries, ie. microfilm of newspapers
Businesses (past records, ownershir, prices, obijects, etc.)
State and local yovernment offices

County Clerk

Fecorder ot du

, Bureau of Vital Statistics

. Clerk of the Courts
Info. on births, deaths, taxes, inheritance, licenses,

marriages, divorce, proverty ownership, bankruptcies,
census records, lawsuits, judicial records.
Cemeteries
Monuments
U. S. Geological Survey Map Information office, Washington, D.C.
The National Archives,
Federal Archives and Record Centers (Records for Virginia are in
Philadelphia)
Chief of Archives Branch
Federal Archives and Record Center
5000 Wissahickon Avenue
.Philadelphia
Pennsylvania
(215) 915-9568

There are mor ' Can you find any?

137 o0
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® HISTORICAL PRINTS
© PHOTOGRAPHS

® NEWSPAPERS

® WORKS OF ART

©® PORTRAITS

@ DIARIES

- JOURNALS

« LETTERS

» COUNTY &
CITY RECORDS

® BOOKS

® INVENTORIES
® WILLS

® DEEDS

® MAPS

©® DOCUMENTS
® MEMOIRS

® PERIOD
LITERATURE

© OBJECTS
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RESEARCH
APPLICATION

| ANALYSIS
CLASSIFICATION
OBSERVATION

T
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INTERPRETATION

COLLECTION &
ORGANIZATION OF DATA

6€T

€ 'THESIS
IMAGINAT ..
HYPOTHES L.
EVALUATION .
DECISION-MAr.:.. — DEFINE THE PROBLEM
REASONING — DEVELOP HYPOTHESES
CREATIVE THINKING — TEST NYPOTHESES
152 crITICAL THINKING ~— DEVELOP CONCLUSIONS
LRIC pROBLEM SOLVING — APPLY CONCLUSIONS

LR BT

ATTITUDES & VALUES |
CURIOSITY

RESPECT OR COMPLEX
ANSWERS

EXCITEMENT FOR LEARNING

VALUING EVIDENCE
FOR ACCURACY

OBJECTIVITY
TOLERANCE FOR AMBIGUITY
RESPECT FOR QUESTIONS

PRIDE IN & RESPECT FOR
THE PAST
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EVALUATICGN O0F SOURCzS

The first two excernts ave taken from Frederick Law
Olmsted's The Cotton “in~3i~m. Olmsted travelz=i in the South
in the early 1350°s, TR13 took is his first-hand account
of the South in its rre-Civil Jar years.

December 11, 1952

v Wish to see for myself, and shall report with candor
and fidelity, to you, the ordinary ccrditions of the laborers
of the South, with reszact o material comfort and moral and
intellectual happiness.” (pe xvi)

As you read the two short accounts, evaluate Olmsted's
vosandor and fidelity" with regard to seezing provable facts,

opinions, emotions, etec. Ze avare that these examples are
only two pacsages Jran A Laceyear “riu and that each
statement is an excerpt from a broader description.

A. "IT...then left for obilz, on i tzamboat rashicn,

ne o
a clean and well-ordered boat, with p 1ita and obligin
officers...

There were about one hundred vassengers on the
Fashion, besides a number of poor zeopie and negrees on
the lower decx. Tney were, general’y. cotton=nlanters,
going to iiobile on business, or emigrants bouni to T2rxas
or Arkansas. They were usually well dressed, obut ware
a rouch, coarsa style of pzople, drinkinz 2 great deoa

danl,

and most of the time under a little alecnolic exciterens.
Not soclatle, exzept whom the tovics ¢ cotton, iond,
znd ncoroes, were started; intarested, nhowsver, 1o talx
ahbout theztres ond tne 2ursy very prorovis SLton Thowing
vthe handles »f conceaied weanens alsut thals rorcowns
hut nnt quarrelscne, avoidirng Zlzyuton oand alisrooiions,
and respeciful to onz anotna- i Forr, of wordzs very
flleinformed, arzeoms on ol oaTiiion sosinessr wnniv
lan~unsre umcransatioal, Llioosnie, ool ossrraveoanpt,  Tholr
AR rnd“a"ari,710fuwslfﬂli Lol s ovuivas, vomae L,
znd rorely avisot i?c rnacito of thouzsnt ena ofue, . -

r"\l PRI Yy

reliant move anL

Fead Qlroted’es cecount arana caretulls, Ialiing Jor 7ol
facts ant ooinionnz,
T e 4+ < [ S, 4 W~ s » - - ~ -
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B,

-

b. List below at least two Sstatemonts of personal ocinion,

— -~

v . -

c. Other comments in relation to evaluating the account:

"During the foren~on myv road continued broad and
straight, and I was told trhat it was the chief outl:t and
thorouszhiare of a very extorsivs asricultural district.,
There was very little leni in cultivation within signt
of the road, houwever; »ot a mile of i+ Tenced, in twanty,
and the only houses ware lor-sahinz., The soil variasd fren
a coarse, clowm, yell v sary, to Gar<, Lrown sandy Loan,
There were indizatiorns trat much of the -2nd had, =t some
time, been under cultivaticn--had baen worn out, and
desarted.

Long teans of mules, driven by negro
slowly towards the fown, with loads of wi
stage~coach, with six norias o draz it ¢
road, covered me, as it rassed, with dus<

:

G

3, toiled
ca or crttan, A
[ 4

and tvinn, I
met a stylish carrisze with Iashienabiv-2iad centlier 2n and
ladies, and primlv-livaried nLre=servants; btut mush the
greztest traffic of the road was donea by Zinall one-horse
carts, driven by white men, or woman." (r. 1792)

Fead this account again carefully, looking for rrowvatle

facts znd opinions. .

a. List below at least two Statements of provadle fact,

-l

" S Amasy i v S

b. List below at least two statiman's of nevsonal oninicn,
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WHEN SOURCES DISAGREL....
WHAT DO YOU DO?

In the wrocess of using a number of different

sources, you hit a snag when sources don't agree on

particular facts. So who is right? That can b

difficult to figure out, if at all, ar- you are faced

with the question of whom to believe. Below are three

criteria you can use to heln vou decide which source

1s the most accurate. This formula may not always work,

but it gives you a start.

1.

Closeness- The source clossst to the event in

time and space, if not ar ~tual observer or
varticipant. These sources are the contemporary
accounts of events, descripticns of life and thoughts
and the original words of official documents

which we call primary sources. The problem is that
these sources are often a mixture of evewitness

and hearsay evidence. They can also be filled

with emotinn rather than objectivity or im-
partiality. In addition, time lamnses may dull
someone's memory--the event took mlace in 1610

and the person doesn't write about it until 1622.
Pretend that you are asking, "Yere you there?" "low
long ago?" Doing what?" and "Who are you anyway?"

Competence- The source most capable of understand-
ing and describing a situation. A witness mav be
intelligent and write wel! but nct be an exvert

on the topic.

Examples:

a. Would you rather learn about a footkall
game from a member of the team or someone
attending a football game for the first
time?

b. Could a lawyer describe a courtroom scene
better than a man off the street who came
tO observe?

c. Could an architect better describe a
building than someone who is passing by.

There are exceptions to any examnle, but you get
the idea!

Impartiality- The source with the least to gain from
distorting the facts. Reasons to leave out or add

to facts vary, or there is emotional envolvement
in the event.
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Official records such as election results,
weather, sports statistics, transoortation
records, prices, etc. are recorded by people
whose jobs are for that purpose. Discounting
error, they are accurate and without emotion.
On the other hand, when people know they are
being recorded, they tend tc go bevond the
normal facts, expand or leave out--make them-
selves or their organization look good. Is
the Declaration of Independence and impartial
account of the English monarchy in the 1700's?
Is the football player impartial in trying to
convince a referee? Is a descrintion of
a person impartial if given by someone in love
- with that nerson?

Through good detective work and use of other
sources you can fiqgure out how to get the most
from a source.

Good Luck!

(Credit: Seaments Taken From
Researching, Writing
and Publishing Local

-

ﬁlstorx
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TEACHER GUIDELINES
FOR PLANNING A MUSEUM VISIT

Teachers play vital roles in all phases of a museum visit, thus
binding museums and schools in common goals for learning. Below
are suggested guidelines making a museum experience an inteqgral
part of classroom instruction.

A.

B.

Evaluate what the museum visit can do to enhance learning
beyond the resources available in the school,

Develop objectives for the visit. Refer to broad goals
listed when developing specific objectives.

Visit the museum to become familiar with the exhibits and
identify the ones wh..ch best complement your instruction.

Inform the museum educator of:

l. objectives for the visit
2. curriculum
3. ideas as to how the museum visit should relate
to your classroom instruction
4. the nceds, levels, and interests of your students.

Inquire as to the various brograms and services available and
select a program that addresses the needs above, If planned
programs do not meet your curriculum needs, make suggestions
as to alternative activities or special areas of focus.

Conduct appropriate classroom nreparation in terms of knowledge
You expect students to gain.

Discuss the following with students in preparation:

l. nature of the collection

purposes and functions of the museum

type of program in which they will be involved
objectives of visit

skills and attitudes necessary for a successful
museum visit,

U N
4 o o o

Pevelop appropriate follow-up in the classroom.

oral and written evaluations and activities

evaluation of sctudent performance and participation

student evaluation of exverience

"after the trip" questions related to exhibits (focus

on analysis, synthesis [creative thinking] , and

evaluation)

5. creative products related to the museum exverience for
display in classroom and/or museum

6. application of skills, i.e. observation and :nference,

in classroom lessons,

2 LN
e o o o
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EDUCATIONAL GOALS OF A MUSEUM VISIT

II. The following are broad goals which a teacher €an use in planning
A museum experience.

-To learn how to use a museum as a resource in research,

-To develcp an understanding that knowledge exists in many
different forms.

-To understand relationships among sources of knowledge and
among the main disciplines of the humanities and sciences,

-To develop critical, creative and evaluative skillsg,

-To develop inquiry and questioning skills,

-To sharpen powers of observation and interpretation.

-To become an active participant in the learning process,

~To provide personal, aesthetic and affective experiences as
a necessary part of learning.

~To develop a love of learning.
-To broaden opportunities for research beyond secondary sources.

-To enjoy a museum and see it as an educational institution,
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SAMPLES OF STUDENT 1YORK RELATED TO ARTIFACTS
AND AN ACTIVITY IN THE ROLFE MUSEUM,

A sixth grade social studies teacher at Rolfe,
Miss Annie Evans, used objects and an activity from
the Rolfe Museum for lessons on the use of artifacts
in discovering the lifestyles of people of the past.
The lessons included an object analysis and hypothe-
sizing lesson using objects with which the students
were unfamiliar, a creative writing assignment based
on their hypotheses, and the extension of thinking
skills in an additional lesson on how objects reveal
the past. Samples of student work are included from
the two social studies classes. These two classes
will visit the museum in January fer follow-up lessons.,
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My archaeologlcal find 13 a aeer skin stretched out on a wooden frame of
sticks. The animal skin is soft :n some places but rough in others. It also
has about fifteen peculiar holes in i%. Some are smalier than a dime and some
are almost as large as a quarter. [;sten to my theory on it. G*Lf

Once, In 1,200 A.D., there was a 'itt'e girl who lived somewhere in the
Middle East. Her name was Taharine (Tah-hzzf;in). She was eleven years old.
Taharine had a ten year old sister named Chahadine (Cha-hah~din). Taharine
and Chahadlne often got bored once their chores were done because there were
no children other than themselves in that area. They tried to find ways to
amuse themselves but nothing ever worked.

One evening when her mother was skinning a deer her father had caught,
Taharine sat down to watch. After a few minutes Taharine suddenly had an
idea. "Mother," she asked, may I please have the skin of the next deer Daddy
catches?*

"Yes, dear, but run off to bed now. It’s late," her mother repllied.
Taharine ran off to bed but she wasn’t in any hurry to sieep. She wanted to
tell Chahadine her plan. Taharine leaped into the tent-1like gtructure the two
girls siept in and landed on Chahadine.

*Ouch!® Chahadine exclaimed.

"Sorry," Taharine replied, "but listen, I have a great idea for a game!"

*Really?" Chahadine asked.

"Yes," Taharine answered. Taharine then told Chahadine her plan.

The next day Taharine and Chahadine asked |f they could go hunting with
their father. To their delight he said yes.

On their hunting outing Father shot three deer with his arrows and

gpears. The last one was hard to catch. Father shot three arrows at it and
148
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had to jab it many times with a spear. (Remember al} the ho}es?)V/’

Their father said that they could have the third adeer if they cleaned it.
[t was a nasty job, but the children knew the outcome would be worth it.

Taharine started to skin the aceer while Chahadine went to gather sticks
in the woods. On Chahadine’s way back she spotted some rocks the s)ze of a
half dollar. Ghe took them. When Chahadine returned, Taharine had finished
skinning the deer. Taharine was delighted to see all the things Chahadine had
brought from the woods. She had brought four sticks that if tied together
worudd @' vicely around the deer skin. Also she brought two long sap!ing
treey and eight half dollar sized stones.

They carried the four sticks for the frame and the deerskin down to the
stream. Taharine dipped the deerskin into the water. Chahadine got some old
strips of deer hide. They first tied the four sticks together fgz‘form a
frame. Next they borrowed (without asking) a knife from their father and
poked holes around the edges of the skin. After that they stretched out the
skin and tied It to the inside of the frame. Then they hung it in the woods
80 It would dry without their parents seeing it.

They then went off to find bercies. They found a lot. There were many
different klnds. Next they borrowed (withous asking) elght clay pots of their
mothers, (What a sneaky pair of kidsgy(ﬁ hey.squeezed the berries into
different pots to make dye. After that they put a rock into each color. They
hid them ir the woods so0 their parents wouldn’t know.

Next they went back to their deer and cut off and cleaned two of its
hoofs. They also sawed off it=s an*lers. Then they cut off the rest of the
deer’s skin and dipped |t into a pot that they had filied with water. They

cut 1t up into strips and laid it out in a sunny patch in the woods to dry.
149
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Then they decided to go %o hed. They planned to get up early in the morning
to work on their game.

In the morning the kids woke up pefore their parents. They went to the
woods anu found their stones ary., Their deer hide had dried too. After that
they chopped the saplings into sticks about an arm’s length long, Then they
scraped the bark off. They even whittled their names Into them. 1lhey went
looking for a blg boulder next. Then they found a large log which they
chopped into two pleces as high as the boulder. They cut grooves Into the
tops of them. The grooves were about as wide as the 3ticks on the frame.
Next they took the antlers and the deer Fide strips and formed a basket with
the antlers as a base. They then tied the deer hoofs on two sides of the
frame for decoration. They set the 1ogs next to the boulders and set the
frame on the boulder and logs. After that they put the basket next to the
table and the whittled sticks next to it.

Do you know what game they‘had 1nvented’

The very first pool game is the correct answer. Q&%E?CI%Qﬁ

I don’t know what happened to the rocks and the deer hoofs. I don’t know
what happened to the basket either. The logs and pool sticks disintegrated.

But I“l1 always have the story of the very flrst pool game.

i Ml

‘ T

11-9 - %%
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Observation and Idenc - ficatjon Chart
- -====ion Chart

Using your fjve senses, find out as much about the objects ag You possibly can!

What do you think the
object ig?
icable)

-c;f:=eﬁ0¥55§§igh3§§§g§£‘ﬁs"'
purab- blowes A
\ '\’\f\'\ (\O\ S

Sl

down

Object #  Coior Shape Materials Feels Sounds Smella Tastes
Used Like Like Like Like
. . (Textures)h . (If appl
Grey  ffont end )y Raetal ﬂBumpq whistle § rust
ke o : . ©Methin
red Yhin rougn J
rush1 fecket- Metal wodeh Fhar hag
| hock pﬂhxr'por4 Y een Purnt r\,‘:fy-‘
ac 1S Vike g )
funne A
Questions! Questiong!
.—l
4 Along with many other sources you might use (such as newspapers, diaries,
letters, records and documents, works of

art, books, buildings

»_Nature, etc.)
vas like at a particular time and place, You can study
If the ob,ects are authentic an

d not reproductions,
the past!!! Perhaps the best way to get the full
t 1s to ask yourself some ' '
\. What is the object?

O. What was its purpose?
3 How was it used?

to find out what life
objects or artifacts,
you can really touc

meaning of an artifac

4. Where could it have been used?

b Was it used in daily life or for special occasions?
b.Was it handmade of machine-made?

“I-Who would have used thig object?

L What does the object tell you

Y What might the "history"
way into someones attic o
life and use!

V'/-.\
 C

about the life of its owner(s)?

of the object have bee
I a8 museum? Create g3

1

n before 1t found its
short stury around jits

o ot @ oo » ¢ S

1 !

U



e B NS ebject could he, an air pUMp

L To blow air N Certuin Hings .

b‘u"’ ORNS O(\C\ Q\Cv‘}c:;n
g Squee 2 € the. hendle and the hottom ot +he oP) X

o This object mqh"’ Poue  heen e gged in Uo. du\'f\% hmes wonen ey didn'dt Vvave
Modern *'@.whno\oc?’qt

» This arkfoet was Wsed) d\mn(é Ao Wl becouse on Hi orbdack  Hhere S e lohol

'3<-\1in‘\(é hece,
dowes mode, o uned) e

» This arhfact was constructed Iy mechines .
(]
un

(9]
' Probqblq the pg(ple, who tised s arhfoct was e metal waorkers T CoPper s

- The obyect telly e, dhat HWH asedt oo \ovx g c?UUUdQ\{ We <o b seeons Yo incg,

Th@ h«lS'\O(q 04‘\ Jrh|5 C\k.)\set’l‘\" t+o 1N r‘(\\fﬂh‘\' \'\Q\)Q‘ bea,ﬂ Coo \—QO\ u_{,({_(,\ --\1) ‘}b&f*m ('.CI[)\
down Dot metols and  other -Hmmﬁs Dot Moty metals,

1 v;/' r;/




|graduolid, waa dL(LL&L-J,“ﬂ, y).Lg,b«:ba,..m waelela.

e ...t..ﬁ‘}u.#.l.-_-.u'»o.q_ LL_(."LQ'U}(;Q__L b e, fncow W

(o T

e

ce L Bubba e Blene

-
N

e KG'/LC‘T . "UGAG. tm'\. - The o LUy x.-/

,.%{L“&-L TN S /JL.L::?":("\. /'-3
|78 7 " ?/’4— k,C'C Ju_.. fl'l.,x.‘v.i(:'; o ).i be G /SMMKU

J\._ -k\lj AT

OO0 L0 DGLTL LT

tate, i caly i .c--.:-&'h-.z} sl muctale . Bldbel
f’{Lo.dua;Ccd., Z[’.LOY)L \,c_u:br» e _all..yan%_ v\ﬂ.l_;_-lllnlgd

—

Hoae, whole. prerths ! Jre v mue merdboe
Bubba. et et te lock for o b Mo got o o
i)

U.‘/if.’)i. f'kL IR VSV lfu.‘..u_ G-(.LL.-‘ f.?'@e("n,,@clcﬁ_ﬂum.d&da.._m
. tob c{i 'Uum}a i;.}iu.g_ uﬁCzj. o e,

The fuak Gob Bubbe veiod aftin ho

Sowaza. JThe L/G('r “".‘L[’lj' pod. $3.00. an howr o
Rubsa. waa met. ./m,gmf with Bt ot all. Fhe.
Accorad. 7@# As cfo(: wad o cloor e deou

saliomans, Budlar didn 't Che Hius 7&4 Foi

o waseng « Ci o tho nasens. he ddn't

koo ik tan that it poid Sas than Bhe fash.

ok be hod . Sicend of ol b cvel Hiat s

werlt toe b alog 4L Aainad Boae and. Bulbe.

he 'jd:- Al h wedd G L.qule}. Bilbo.
Jb(,,..\L tc' ‘fuk.t Dlu_'l,(— \/C‘(.\ . :JTUUC\-C(JLJ. {3L :;LCL AC"(L’H({
Z/L.L‘ ./\ZL«IL\.(_C L,.:n’,' '/:LG\. iLL‘NL;L;,LLL: c

156

Foiyg
]A il \:]



.—m&m BLL&)L\CL mfai uxt\_ Lb/ «L&\. B

)DuALdLnt Jecawx Iu.xmm, o //u“C“ A uk

LQ‘GU.ﬁb(j. olé- /l7u_&:lL\»c 1#&_.... \,d.x.k LLu_U.Aj. VRSN’ kLL»LL \‘(r
bf;‘. (}G(d_ Q{/&ILL Lta lLL\...\. Leowd .VLLLIL(.d_La \.71./\_.. T.'/ w\}(\,
?BJJ.MO‘._M 8 qu(‘:,t \-IL. -/LQ. U)Q.& wﬂ

4ot f&(LL FRRTR (IR '«L«.tu. \/%LLL‘{H.I_ (}@_‘t. /)'TLCLL'LLQ.CL..

e mawed.. aneler idewen MAAL.LLLOA Q .
it and. damt ha Mlowen.. e qoma. inan

bachell. Qftor. fusie, masvid dachalls, Ao

LlwaarnE . uvtﬁapp QYIS e

Bubla bl ALy muus xf:&- cd: .C&&(um

aM mutsle . L waa rmo_b.m} ALY, (AN |

ol wagi:, Secawar Mﬂuu@hn%_ {m_n____

r’L‘LLLf" AL A ‘.kmwu Lc/vqumb* m\d,oi%, l&mm__ ,
A won the Vo = Prodint '

- 7801?4& and. 7(.0.&1\-(.(0&, (}@t Cu \ﬁL(SLLQL iw
fﬁ,umu..__:ﬂt_k R LWL Qo bt.u .ﬂn_ &LL LL,A:«.MJ( e
{onedonnuaged. houac for that attiuben. ims, «

. ﬁmbﬂn_gmb Her \.Ic'[v decarar A was (,%ot_m%t&

o Jﬂﬂ&_o_,ﬁ-a,dplffr&tr L wedd, mamse _Acne Mok,

[ Bubbo. Pncur By condd Staipd, ot home tl@u
qweka e tobe canc of ke meL:f

la Q4. p.mu, WZQV 331727 e Wowea e .

LL“?AL(L (S. » ul.(.L. w Sy

O’ L& LL\L wh e & L C 4 bkl\“-h 'ul- 1 ‘v \-‘\ —'LC\.L L LJ“-L"‘.L‘. w



- 3
"~ .ﬂ!

~ -Gl o ongini Lowoc. Mo diodid e nankd
lthML“ RRBITES JUAMTRURY {{.C@,@t{w'h T hus
. ;zmad.s_.,,ﬁz.ui\a, T frocad . fluu}ji 11k
:u%uﬂ@% i A":Gmu." el ,Cmcaw_; ‘f‘ .G;u.a 1 ke
L/cﬁ N e\% tha Lot }C‘l”.), (L Cu./uu.ﬁfg. Mopw
e ke dait pane of Busban L he N
__,..a,amrd:__..mA (MU 5{. & ad. e cowkd et Al

Loy L

Cm. }mu.. a)q"l N Bubbo woa . kdled,

o lwf_fu.a LL\G’LQt chumzf’ A MI‘BLL&M c(u.d.\__ublhm‘
e VAL tu00, sulide Sbawgftining the yerd. cobe ol
e dof 0 auddire ot af.‘;ﬁmt:%mb Zandt_fﬁuﬁh._ﬂ__
 thod the wenst QC(;JuJLc,. neaghien. e had cwin
] __al.t.m_ 9 ik had. Yaacel aglsa. Aubbol
; imth‘_ﬁ?&/l@/ decome a mudtl - bddmmmc,c
Mok wontil fo de -wnﬂh’m} e hemou hias
1Bubla . usfh o AN &t agne o e \\:Q«’t
leafn . ( -
Bubbo. the Asuer war o Guak \:\7{ s
u’;tt.‘g,vrx., and. a 9ccd. /LLo.lt(d. t{/.znﬁf.,% iy » \5?"« ?‘t 2
| FhL C‘J‘.dJ:C.OiL.‘G?L b hes Z“a"“LTf wiul mutaly
wdl et b ho gelle i 7ha Enel

158

~7
O "\,

“d!

100




(A Tall 20™S

-

th2 questions about the people who lived at each site.

Archaeological Artifcts

@ Archaeologists have been working at four sites and have
uncovered evidence of human life. The sites are in different places
and from different times. Examine the evidence below. Then answer

WORKBOOK: Unit 1, Close-Up

I ~ e
| Sits A Site R
l plows tablets with inacribed
i outlines of mud huts amounts
l storerooms with jewelry
and pottery ‘
silk clothes ~
outlines of large houses
i o )
. , -
i D,
LSS n i
g ¢ " m-ﬂ sheer hores
1 e
13 H & spring .,
: H S L. cerralg TR
: Sy west ; - o o -
A - -
. i 1. How might the people have made their living?
lg J Site A: \314 ‘PQFH\:(\Q? Hie e\
Site B: I xVWiog Yo oo vty and Dok
i Y
' Site C; _thu  hoond Nl S A N ARAANE
. . Slte D q\"‘_ll — [ te D ‘»;_\‘ SN ey b ';'
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2. Write down another artifact that might be found at each site,

Site A: _Cv W by o

Site B: ﬂ‘l'l\&'ﬂlu‘-ri e ("C’f S Hy . v |

I

Site C: w..m-ﬂwj T o L HD
Site D: @ vl tivt Teld o cean b .

3. How might the people at each site have gotten most of their clothing?

Site A: {3y 1[\({ e N sl oY - .ﬂrs & e CleHe

Site B: Gc\"hm‘i Hag sl K Hl"ﬂ\ H( K GrecD QQQ'L.mmrI.J“F .n:t'.u(-,t“;.\s

Site C: Mo0g e s ot aninys they huntet
Site D:

$

)

4. How might each group have gotten its food?
Site A: G‘quirn Lorn - and odhe o %fﬁw |
Site B: %L\ulm fod frem e lecal  faemy DA CKetF Qr smgc_,i%i
Site C: _ﬁg.i’h,m e wbed Gemn b + Dhds Hxﬂ-nmm «libhzi? -

)
Site D: hnllnn HW LG s H’)Qd sed an HR, corrals J ;
be‘“”%q ® o by hunﬁnqo

5. List the sites in order from the most advanced to the least advanced. Give
evidence to support your answers.

Site 5 ___MOST ADVANC"D They, had petfery & ewdng M storuie S
Site D..ﬁ&ﬁ“”ﬁﬂ*" wirid @ -JD((T) L they RCVETS) qls b vl
Cslteﬁm bad (g, o VS . A mmc;,gmc sEpceple, ek they ol
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Observation and Identification Chart

+ Using your five senses, find out as much about the objects as you possibly can!

Object # Color Shape - Materialg Feels

Sounds Smells Tastes What do you think the
Used Like Like Like like object ig?
‘ (Textures)‘lw i 5 ‘ \\ (If applicable) _
OGNS fhe shel\ 't < mews \f
’:m,l 1 FSNENN A SN IS LA AN N DU .= .
‘ . ) : : P (S 1N
\).\\'n\;\.n\ 1> \We S;‘ (‘:;i DQQO\\(‘ Li ‘()FL 5+ \Q\ﬁ a j
Hl A \(:\)X\j’ doo Could =k food
b\QkQ_W”"# o Yendons, W\ e 5h@”
e oA
o S ey

onad CooVd the
Lok

S91

-3 - 'U'U:bngl

.-
v "y
® -y
® “mp
® Ny

G



-t '
\.‘Cboﬁ%k'/v{ﬁx Foall dn anhok 2 olgprtt A

)Xo cook wotd sa aiade Xha QLpose o

s Ruk Q«md v e Al amel coote dhn. bR s a0l
'[QnM{wO\wu a oobhare ok cowdd hace Lean sinan Lo

——
991
\

o (-
1651 Lh.



e\ Mv\g\pt@ - @&W ’
\(Y\é( Shona,
1‘3_0@* &c:ane
e










7

" ‘
/ )
NI WZLVC&%,} _MM W
9 Loy acds /e _,é«i% Magy

/' /
/%wb’é,f @<L '/J://k !

170

10(1"




- LB e |
. J. M RV W W%/

_/oue/ /O"LL/I'L/ A db% 2L 4
Lo ry D 7
Aure ,MU”L “’w “r ”‘5’/

171



5 /% -f.écif//" -Wf/ L/d'f
’ : 7 .7 !
/VF/'L: ] AL o I A, LA
:} /
/ﬁ'; / f/tia"" L ,{,/(n Al
7 7. . P s
s Loy 7 iy an
. LW L

/4 I&/% W(‘Aé ,//‘f(/ LT MM/J

ﬁ /téa( zcm,de/ My)/gfd

N

,x]m) aﬁ_Q/
Al o |

172

(\







174






%/m; lad e Hunt

(
N\

Questions! Questions!

Along with many other sources you might use (sych ag newspapers, diaries,
lettars, records.55§ documents, works of art, books, buildings, hature, etc.)
te find ou: what life vas like at a Particular time and Place, YOU can study
objects or artifacts. If the objects are authentic and not réproductions,
you can really touch the past!!! Perhaps the best way to get the fujl
neaning of an artifacet is to ask yourself some questions about jr!

' What is the object?

X What was fes purpose?

t How was it used?

\ Where could it have been used?

€ Was it handmade or machine-made?
7 Who would have used this object?
{What does the object tell you ahoye tha life of its owner(s)?

What might the “history" of the Object have been before it found ics

Way into someones sitjc or a museum? (reate a short story around its
life and use|
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MUSEUM AND RESEARCH CENTER COLLECTION
"OR YFAR ONE. (MATERIAL FOR YEAR TWO

ARE DESCRIBED IN THE BODY OF THE FINAL
REPORT. )
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Materials developed cor acquired:

-Booklets wricten for distrikution at presentaticrns
on the project. They vary according to the nature
of the audience. The most recent one, written for
teacher workshops, is attached.

-A booklet written for museum educators. I wrote
this one for distribution at a presentation I gave
two years ago at the annual Virginia Assos:ziation
of Museums Conference. It will be used through
this project as a means of sharing with museums
the needs of students and teachers visiting museum
sites(interprofessional cooperation).

-A narrative on ideas for exhibits (submitted to
exhibi* desitner,

~Explanations of exhibit illustrations,

-Three transparcrencies I designed for student in-
struction and teacher in-service on following
topics:

l, primary sources

2, the inquiry process and related
thinking skills and attitudes

3. observed and proposed changes in
student attitudes and behavior
as a result of exposure to this
project and its educational philos-
ophy

-Books and materials sent hy Dr. A. E. Gunther,
London, England, as a result of our correspondence
with him: .

l.Rolfe Family Records, Vols, I, III
{2 copies)

2.Rolfe Family Papers, (4 copies)

3.Mr. Gunther's letters

4.Map of England on which he has marked
sites lived or visited by John Rolfe
and Pocahontas, For all sites he has
written narratives which the students
can use for developing exhibit labels.

5.A Guide to ¢ld Heacham, Its Kistory
and Architecture (A,E., Gunther)

-Copies of primary sources from Jamestown's
manuscript library:

l. Chaptaers from-The Historie of
of Travell Into Virginia Britania
by William Strachey, (early 1600C's)

) 1 -
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a. "Manner of Government, Townes,

Houses, Dyet, Fishing, Fowling,
Hunting, etc." (12 copies;)

b. Dictionarie of the Indian Language,,.
used within the Chessiopioke Bay,,."
(from British Museum and Bodlian
Library, Oxford University) (12 copies)

2. "A True Relaticn of the State of Virginea"
Lefte by Sir Thomas Dale Knight, in May last
1616, by John Rolfe (12 copies)

3. Chapters from Travels and Works of Captain John
Smith, Edward Arber, ed.

-a. "Relation of Virginea," Henry fpelman
(12 copies)

B. "Letter to the Earl of Salisbury, 15
December 1607" (12 copies)

c. "Of the Natural Inhabitants of Virgi.ia,
1607-1609" (12 copies) '

d. "A Relation from Master John Rolfe,
Jure 15, 1618" (12 copies)

e. "A rarticular of such nicessaries as
either private families or single
persons shall have cause to provide to
goe to Virginea..." (1 copy)

4. Purchas His Pilgrimes (description of life
in Virginia (12 coples)

-Natural materials such as deer hide, sinew, ligaments
hooves, v . stones, shells, marsh grasses, etc.
purchased =.om Jamestown to make reproduction Indian
tools and other objects. Students have made these
objects using the methods the Indians would have used,
thus making the interpretation more authentic.

~Reproduction Indian artifacts such as rake, hoe,
fishing spear,. hunting spears, bow, bark scraper,
flaking. tools, and knife (student made)

-Twenty 8" X 12"mounted color photographs of Woodland
Indian life and activities (taken in Jamestown Indian.
Village and prepared for classroom use).

~Ten 8" x 12" mounted deBry engraving prints made
from 1590's drawing and by John White at Roanoak

-A Briefe and True Report of the New Found Land of
Virginia, the Complete 1590 Edition With 28 Engravings
by Thecdore deBry, canpiled by Thomas Harrlott. B

-Student developed interpretive activity using above
mounted photographs and prints,

~Interpretive Diary written by student during his
artistic creation of a 10' x 4' mural of the Virginia
woodlands.

-The McAvoy collection of prehistoricami woodland Indian
objects and colonial objects (approximately 100 pieces)

~The Wallace Collection of Indian artifacts (11 pieces)

-The Herbal or General History of Plants, 1633 edition

-20" x 24" copy of the print, "The Marriage of John Rolfe
and Pocahontas," State Library (English Version)

-20" x 24" copy of the print,"The Baptizm of Pocahontas"

18
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(State Likrary)

-11" x 14" copy of color print of a Pocahontas
portrait (State Library)

~8" x 10" photographs of portraits of Pocahontas
or events in her life (State Library)

-"John's Royal Wife," a paper by David Garrett,

-"The Descendants of Pocahontas, An Unclosed Case",
E. Moore and R. Slatlen, Magazine of Virginia
Genealogy.

~l‘anuscript of book, The Romance of Pocahontas, 1910,

-The Coming of Willoughby, Lucie R. Stone.

-"Master John Rclfe, Husbandman," by William Gaines,
Jr., Virginia Cavalcade '

-"The Name and Family of Rolfe,"Roots Research
Bureau, New York

-"A History of 'Varina on the James'," a paper by
Janet Stoneman

-"A New Theory: A Paper on Varina and its Early
Neighbors in the Seventeenth Century, "Edward R.
Thompson

-42" x 30" framed chalk drawing of Captain John Smith

-Christopher Wren and St. Paul's Cathedral, Ronald
Gray

-Building the Medieval Cathedrals. Perry Watson

-Autographs, 1701/2, Elizabeth Lawrence-Dow (books
on local landgrants, with copies of signatures
acquired in the Office of Public Records, London)

=A Collection of all of the Acts of the Assembly of
Virginia, 1733, Virginia State Bar

-18 maps of early Henrico County and Richmond,
copies from the State Library Archives

-Original Newspapers: Gazette of the United States, 1789

New York American 1835
The World/New York 1860
The New York Herald 1861
-Copy of Virginia Gazette, September 27, 1787

=770 books on history and literature, ranging fram eighteenth
to twentieth century history (donated by an historian)
~large portfolios containing articles and materials on

three tvpes of historians and their careers:

a. the researcher

b. the architectural historian

C. the archaeologist
-Iwo artifact baxes containing cbjects fram the 18th century
-An "Object Analysis Lesson"—I have included a teacher guide,
cbservation and hypothesis charts for students, and suggested
questions for object identification, «nd follow-up questims
-Activity lesson quides written by Richmond area teachers
following a workshop in the Johr Rolfe Museum
-Objects fram various periocds of Mmerican history, donated
by Mrs. Made Motley, a fommer resident of Varina

a. Confederate soldier's discharge papers, 1864
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b. a world war I helmet

c. a gas mask and case

d. a Malvern Hill commemorative brick

e. a brass coat of arms frame

f. Confederate military letter, Sept 19, 1984
g. Confederate money, fifty dollars

-"How we Study History," a study urit which guides
students in a step-by~step process to learn how
to examine primary sources and objects to gain
knowledge of the past. Slides are included,
(developed by Colonial Williamsburg)
~A collection of primary sources on the social
history of Virginia, 1760-1775, Primary sources
include:
a. newspaper entries
b. Bible records
C. portraits
d. a map
e. Vestry book
f. journal entries
g. a game
h. wills
i. an invoice
These sources are accompanied by an introductory
categorizing of the documents by subjects,
activity description for each source, procedures,
discussion topics, student worksheets, and extended
activities (developed by Colonial Williamsburg).
~Materials and activities collected and developed
by some of the twenty Henrico County teaciers who
participated in a four day workshop in Williamsbure
funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities
in 1982, One of the strategies stated in this
grant proposal is to have the Rolfe Historical
Research Center serve as a clearing house for
these projects, develop an inventory for each
secondary school, and disseminate the materiaals
throughout the county as requested, The materials
from this NEH project that are here thus far
include a wealth of resources and are listed below.
1. The Development of Colonial Architecture
in Henrico County (86 copies)
Anne F. Colley and George Wise, Highland
Springs High Schonl, Architectural
investigative activity for Meadow Farm,
Varina Farm and Wilton, (Classroom sets
of copies of 8 x 11k photographs of the
nouses and architectural features are
included.
2. Historic Houses Along the James: Tours for
ftudent Groups, Sally J. Panson and
Bonnie G. Martin, Hermitage High School.
Investicative activities based on Wilton,

.4
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Shirley, Westover, Berkley, and Carter's
Grove,
3. Experience Williamsbugg, A Guide to
Planning For Educational Field Trips,
victoria Mannion, Highland Springs High
School, descriptions of educational
opportunities available at Colonial
Williamsburg.
Colorial Crafts of Virginia
The Colonial “illiamsburg Crafts Serijes
(1 copy of each):
a, The Blacksmith in Eighteenth
Century Williamsbur

b. The Bookbinder in‘f% hteenth

Century Williamsbur

¢c. The Wigmaker in EIgﬁteenth
Century Williamsburg

d. The Silversmith in Eighteenth
Century Williamsbur

e. The Printer in Eighteenth
Century Williamsburg

f. The Leatherworker in Eighteenth
Century Williamsbur -

g. The Apothecary in Eighteenth
Williamsburg.

6. The Colonial Willlamshurg Archaeological
Series (1l copy each) Digging for Carter's
Grove, Ivor Noé&l Hume
James Getty and Sons, Colonial Craftsmen,
Ivor Noel Hume,

The Wells of Colonial Time Capsules,
Iver Noel Hume

Pottery and Porcelain in Colonial
Williamsburg Archaeological Collection.
Ivor Noél Hume

Glass in the Colonial Williamsburg
Archaeological Collection

Ivor Noé&l Hume

Archaeology and the Colonial Gardner,
Audrey Hume

Food, Audrey Hume

7. Guides to Colonial williamsburg filmstrips.
Contents of each include scr ipt, discussion
questions, student activitias, ana
additional reading suggestions (1 copy of
each).

Cooking In Colonial Days

The Craftsman in Colonial Virginia
Independence In the Makin )

The glanter‘?tatesman o?T%lonial Virginia
Colonial Sports and Amusements

Family Life in a Colonial Town

The Cooper

The Gunsmith
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8. A Colonial williamsburg ACtlvity Book (3 cozies)
9. Legacy From the Past )

10. Williamsburg Collection of Antigue Furniture

11, Eighteenth Century puzzle Of British monarchs
12, Plants of Colonial Williamsburg

This list completes the NEH materials to date. Otkrer

materials and activities are yet to be collected.

-Family records, charts and history of the Bland family

-Family records, charts and history of the Hatcher family

-Family Tree, an Interact simulation unit

-A blank genealogical chart, Roots Research Bureau, N.Y.

-"Exhibit Design: Observations of a Student." a guide
developed last year when museum students visited and
analyzed two local museums to gather exhibit ideas

€lssification cf present student activities in the
museum according to the five major functions

~Seventeen prints of great works of art from the
National Gallery of Art

-Let's Get Lost in a Painting, E. Goldstein

-Mommy, It's a Renoir, the use of art postcards for
interpretation, &. Wolfe

-See_the Paintings! A Handbook for Art Appreciation
In the Classroom, Brook and Senators

-"Interpreting Art As a Social Document , " developed
as a classroom follow-up after I took students to
the National Gallery of Art(ideas based on a program
there)

"Using Critical and Creative Thinking in the World of
Art," a unit with emphasis on reading, writing, and
thinking skills (Paula Dunnevant and Anne Vaden)

-Master Register of 1976 Bicentennial Projects

-Comprehensive Calendar of 1976 Bicentennial Events

-Official Master Reference for 1976 Bicentennial
Activities h

-How to Visit a Museum, David Finn

-Nearby History, David KYvig and Myron Marty

-Prologue, National Archives publication (2 copies)

<haters of Freedom posters, Nat'l, Archives

~-Sounds of Hiscvory, Nat'l., Archives cassette

~A More Perfect Cnion

-The Federallst Papers

-We the Peoplé , six copies of the Constitution

-Flle on the 1987 Constitutional Bicentennial

~Units and primary sources and documents produced by
the National Archives, Each box contains approximately
50 copies of original documents pertinent to the
period and guidelines for student use of primary
source materials:

a. The Constitution, Evolution of a
Government
b. The Civil War, Soldiers and Civilians




. The Progressive Years, 1898-1917

. VWorld War I, The Home Fro:~t

» The 1920's

. The Great Depression - The New Deal

. World war II, The Home Front

. The Truman Years, 1945-1953

-List of County of Henrico Historical Society Library
Holdings

-File collection (on-going) of historical topics,
local museum programs and exhibits, museum and
research activities, etc.

-Slide Programs:

1, "Search for the Past" , the work of five major
types of historians and how they coornerate
in uncovering the past (produced by Anne Vaden)

2., "The Riches of Richmond: Its Cultural,
Historical, and Educational Resources"”" (A, Vaden)

3. "Images In Time," slides put to music
revealing a sampling of exhibits at the
Smithsonian and National Gallery (produced by
Anne Vaden and Paula Dunnevant)

4, "How to Use a Museum As a Resource",
examples of five major functions of a
museum (collecting, preserving, researching,
exhibiting, and interpreting) and lessons on
how to make observations and interpretations
in history, natural science, and art exhibits.
(A. Vaden, and P. Dunnevant)

5. "A Glance at the National Museum of American
History (A. Vaden and P. Dunnevant)

6. "A Glance at the National Museum of Natural
History ( A. Vaden and P, Dunnevant)

7. "A Glance at the National Gallery of Art"
(A, Vaden and P. DCunnevant)

-A unit on museum as keepers of diverse sources
of knowledge and how to use those sources effectively
is presently being written and tested at Rolfe and
Byrd Middle Schools by Anne Vaden and Paula Dunnevant.
Copies of this unit will be made available in the
John Folfe Museum and Historical Research Center for
use throughout the county,

-A unit on the U.S. Constitution is presently being
written and tested at the abcve schools by the same
teachers, and it will also be available upon completion.
(It should be noted that grant funds were not used to
produce these units,)

-Sixth grade students in the Talented and Gifted Program
at Rolfe and Byrd Middle Schools are presently
designing lessons on museums as exciting places to
learn, focusing on the areas of history, art, and
natural sciences. They will teach these lessons to
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students in their regular sixth grade classes.
The Rolfe students will teach their lessons in
the Rolfe Museum. All lessons from Rolfe and
Byrd will be placed nn file in the Museum for
future use,
-Recording Your Family History
-Researchlng, Writing, and Publishing Local
Histor
-Tracing Your Ancestry (book and Logbook)
~Technical Leaflets:
Documenting Collections: Museum Registration
and Reports
Designing Your Exhibits: Seven Ways to Look at
an Artifact
Planning Exhibits: From Concept to Opening
Traveling Facsimile Exhibits for the Local
Historical Society
Exhibit Labels: A Consideration of Content
Methods of Research for the Amateur Historian
History for Young People: Organizing a Junior
Society
History for Young People: Projects and Activities
-Guide to tne Manuscript Collections of the Virginia
Historical Society
-Amerlcan Anthue Newspapers: Pre-1800

- " : 1800~19%61

- " " " : Civil wWar Years

- " " " : Reconstruction Era
- " " " : Far West

-The Management of Small History Museums
-A Guide to the Care and Administration of Manuscripts

~Local History Collections, A Manual for Librarians
-Local Government Records; An Introduction to Thelr
Management, Preservation, and Use o
~Museum Reference Posters
-Exhbiits for the Small Museum
-Making Exhibit Labels .
-Help for the Small Museum; A Eandbook of Exhibit
Ideas and Methods
-School Groups are Welcome; Ideas and Suggestions for
Guldes and Guardians of Historic Houses and Museums
~-Archival Book Plates
~Embossing Stanp
-A Guidebook to Virginia's Historical Markers
-Virginia Landmerks Register
-Cobblestone Subscription
-Back Issues of Cobblestone
Archaeology
Art of Photography
Black History Month
Constitution
Genealogy
Libraries
Newspapers in America
Presidential Elections
Starting A Nation
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~DuPont Myiar Map Envelopes by Hollinger

-DuPont Myler Newspaper/Print Envelopes by Hollinger
-Document Preservalion Storage Kit

-Archival Mounting Board, §&" x 10"

-Archival Mounting Board, 11" x 14"

~Archival Document Repair/Hinging Tape

Plans for continued growth of this Museum and Historical
Research Center mean continued acquisition and development
of materials, resources, and activities.
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