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CHILDREN AND GUNS

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1989

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SeLECT COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FaAMILIES,
Washington, DC.
The select committee met, pursuant to call, at 9:45 a.m., in room
2261, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. George Miller (chair-
man of the select committee) presiding.

Members present: Representatives Miller, Boxer, Sikorski, Evans,
Durbin, Sarpalius, Bliley, Packard, Hastert, Holloway, Lamar
Smith of Texas, Peter Smith of Vermont and Machtley.

Staff present: Ann Rosewater, staff director, Tim Gilligan, re-
search assistant; Dennis G. Smith, minority staff director; Carol M.
Statuto, minority deputy staff director; Scott Bailay, research as-
sistant; and Joan Godley, committee clerk.

Chairman MiLLer. The Select Committee on Children, Youth,
and Families will come to order for the purposes of conducting a
hearing on the topic of children and guns.

Last month, the Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Fami-
lies examined the issues of violence by and against young Ameri-
cans. Three key points emerged. Children are engaging in violence
at younger ages; the acts of violence in which children and teen-
agers are involved are more serious; and many children are grow-
ing up in intensely violent environments.

emingly trivial confrontations over a pair of shoes or over who
is in line at the barbershop now appear to be provoking serious
injury and even death. What also has become clear is that we
cannot fully understand this violence among youth without talking
about guns.

The fact is that guns have a starring role in the television shows,
videos and movies which have become daily fare for children. Both
the media and cultural heroes glorify firearms as an easy way to
resolve conflicts and no one appears to get hurt.

At the same time, toy manufacturers promote and capitalize on
children’s fascination with guns by making toy replicas of every-
thing from AK-47s to Saturday Night Specials. Youth counselors
in the District of Columbia report that young people they are
trying to help are now mimicking drive-by shootings with Uzi
water pistols.

The easy availability of guns to children and youth has become a
critical problem of public health and safety. Teenagers in urban
areas not only know where, but how to get guns. Increasingly, teen-
agers are carrying guns to school, often for protection. More teens
are falling victim to them.
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Between 1984 and 1986, the number of 15- to 24-year-olds kitled
by firearms increased more than 16 percent. Between 1970 and
1980, the firearm suicide rate among 15- to 19-year-olds increased
go sharply that now more youths kill themselves each year with
guns than killed themselves by all means corabined in 1970.

What has been particularly disturbing is the transformation of
some urban neighborhoods into war zones for the drug trade. Auto-
matic and semiautomatic assault rifles, while responsible for a
small percentage of firearm violence, have proven particularly ef-
fective in terrorizing communities and taking human life.

There are areas in Los Angeles, Chicago, Washington, Detroit,
New York City and Miami and all too many other communities
where children are coming of age in the midst of frequent gun
fights. Even those uninvolved in these battles learn to fear stray
bullets and random attacks.

Pediatricians and psychologists working in inner cities report
that they are seeing children with the same symptoms of trauma
and anxiety as children refugees from El Salvador and other war-
torn nations.

While firearm violence is greatest in the urban communities,
however, it is by no means exclusive to them. Public health offi-
cials have reported an increased concern from rural and suburban
areas about gun violence involving childrer and youth. As last
year’s shooting in Stockton made clear, no community is safe when
high-powered assault rifles are available for the asking.

In addition to intentional shootings, we are also losing hundreds
of children and youth to firearm accidents every year. Most acci-
dental firearm deaths involving chiidren occur in the child’s home
with a gun stored there by a parent. While fewer in number than
firearm homicides and suicides, these are entirely unnecessary and
preventable deaths.

The recent surge in firearm violence is not only tragic for the
loss of young lives, but is dangerously straining already overbur-
dened emergency rooms and trauma units. Among trauma cases,
gunshot wound patients are particularly expensive to treat and
they are more likely to have little or no medical insurance.

Since 1980, 12 California hospitals have dropped out of county
trauma networks, and, according to the state hospital association,
firearm injuries contribute significantly to the financial difficulties
facing trauma units and emergency rooms.

Whatever position one takes on gun control issues, it is impossi-
ble to deny that guns are a leading cause of injury and death to
youth in America and that this problem demands more careful at-
tention.

Our witnesses today include law enforcement officials, experts in
public health, criminologists, educators, and the children them-
gelves. They come from many regions of the country and from in-
stitutions, such as hospitals and schools, that are experiencing par-
ticular problems with firearm violence among children and youth.

It is our hope that they will help the Congress understand the
scope of the threats posed to young people by guns, as well as the
strains on essential public and community services.
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We welcome them to the committee and lock forward to their
ability to assist the Congress and the public to understand this
troubling national problem.

OPENING STATEMENT or HON. GEORGE MILLER, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FroM
THE STaTE OF CALIFORNIA, AND CHAIRMAN, SELECT ComMITTEE, oN CHILDREN,
YouTH, AND FAMILIES

CHILDREN AND GUNS

Last month, the Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Famiilies examined the
issue of violence by and against young Americans. Three key points emerged: chil-
dren are engaging in violence at Younger ages, the acts of violence in which chil-
dren and teenagers are invelved are more serious, and many children are growing
utp in intensely violent environments. Seemingly trivial confrontations—over a pair
of shoes or over who is in line at a barber shop—now appear to be provoking serious
injuries and even deaths. What hss also become clear is that we cannot fully under-
stand this violence among youth without talking about guns.

The fact is that guns have the starring roles in the television shows, videos and
movies which have become daily fare for children. Both the media and cultural
heros Klorify firearms as an easy way to resolve conflicts—and no one a pears to fget
hurt. At the same time, toy manufacturers promote and capitalize on children’s fas-
cination with guns by making toy replicas of everything from AK-47’s to Saturday
Night Specials. Youth counselors’in the District of Columbia report that the young
peoplle they are trying to help are now mimicking drive-by shootings with Uzi ‘water
pistels.

The easy availability of firearms to children and youth has become a critical prob-
lem of public health and safety. Teenagers in urban areas not only know where but
also how to dget guns. Increasmgli', teens are carrying guns to school—often for pro-
tection—and more teens are fal ing victim to them. Between 1984 ard 1986, the
number of 15-24 gear olds killed by firearms increased more than 16 percent. Be-
tween 1970 and 1980, the firearm suicide rate among 15-19 year olds increased so
sharply that now more youths kill themselves each year with guns than killed
themselves by all means combined in 1970

What hus been particularly disturbing is the transformation of some urban neigh-
borhoods inte war zones for the drug trade. Automatic and semiautomatic assault
rifles, while responsible for a small percentage of firearm violence, have proven par-
ticularlg affective at terrorizi% communities and taking human life. There are
arcas of Los Angeles, Chicago, ashington, Detroit, New York City, Miami, and all
too many other communities where children are coming of age in the midst of fre-
quent gunfights. Even those uninvolved in these battles learn to fear stray bullets
and random attacks. Pediatricians and psychologists working in inner cities report
that they are seein% children with the same symptoms of trauma and anxiety as
child refugees from El Salvador and other war-torn nations.

While firearm violence is greatest in urban communities, however, it is by no
means exclusive to them. Public health officials have reported an increased concern
from rural and suburban areas about gun violence involving children and youths.
As last year’s shooting in Stockton made clear, no community is safe when high
power assault rifles are available for the asking.

In addition to intentional shootings, we are also losing hundreds of children and
youth to firearm accidents every vear. Most accidental firearm deaths involving
children occur in the child’s home with a gun stored by a parent. While fewer in
number than firearm homicides and suici es, these are entirely unnecessary and
preventable deaths.

The recent surge in firearm violence is not only tragic for the loss of young lives,
but is dangerously straininialready burdened emergency rooms and trauma units.
Among trauma cases, Funs ot wound patients are particularly expensive to treat
and they are more likely to have little or no medical insurance. Since 1980, 12 Cali-
fornia hospitals have dropped out of county trauma networks, and according to the
state hospital association, firearm injuries contribute significantly to the financial
adficulties facing trauma units and emergency rooms.

Whatever position one takes on gun control iseues, it is impossible to deny that
guns are a leading cause of injury and death to youths in America, and that this
problem demands more careful attention.

Our witnesses today include law enforcement officials, experts in public health,
criminologists, educators, and children themselves. They come from regions of the
country and from institutions—such as hospitals and schools—that are experiencing
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particular problems in firearm violence among children and youth. It is our hope
that they will help the Congress understand the scope of the threats posed to young
people by guns as well as the strains on essential public and community services.
We welcome them to the Committee and look forward to their ability to assist the
Congress and the public understand this troubling national problem.
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CHILDREN AND GUNS

A FACT SHEET

INCREASING NUMBERS OF YOUTHS KILLED BY FIREARMS

¥

¥

After a significant decline in the early 1980s, the number of 15-
24 year olds killed by firearms in the U.S. increased more than
16%, from 6,765 to0 7,852, between 1984 and 1986, Among black
males in this age range, firearm fatalities increased more than

20% over these 2 years. (National Center for Health Statistics
[NCHS], 1988)

Between 1980 and 1986, the number of children under the age

of 15 killed by fircarms declined 2.3% from 672 to 656. (NCHS,
1988)

GUNS IN THE HOME MORE LIKELY TO KILI RESIDENTS TIHAN

*%

**

INTRUDERS

A 5-year study of deaths involving firearms kept in ihe home
found that, for every case of self-protection homicide, there were
1.3 accidental deaths, 4.6 criminal homicides, and 37 suicides.

Handguns were used in 70.5% of the deaths. (Kellerman and
Reay, 1986)

Fircarm accidents claimed the lives of 472 children in 1986.
More than half the victims were in the 15-19 year age range. A
study of accidental shootings of children in California found that,
in a sizeable majority of cases, the victims were shou in their
homes by guns stored there. (NCHS, 1988)

GUNS, MOSTLY IIANDGUNS, USED IN MAJORITY OF YOUTI

**

x#

IIOMICIDES

In 1987, 53% of the 2,398 homicidc victims under the age of 20
were killed by firearms.  Among 15-19 year old victims, ncarly
70% were killed by fircarms. (Unified Crime Reports [UCR],
Federal Burcau of Investigation, 1988)

About three-quarters of murders committed with fircarms are
committed with handguns. In 1987, 983 homicide victims aged
19 and under were killed with handguns, compared to 277 killed
with other or nonspecified fircarms. (UCR, 1988)

\
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In California, firearin deaths for youths under 19 climbed steadily
from 389 in 1978 to 457 in 1987. In 1987, 71 children under age
14 died from guns, a record 46 of them homicide victims.
(California Department of Health Services, 1989)

GUNS USED IN MOST YOUTH SUICIDES

%

%

%

Firearms are now used in most suicides of 10-14 and 15-24 year
olds. Between 1980 and 1986, the number of suicides by 10-14
year olds more than doubled from 139 to 250. (NCHS, 1988)

Between 1970 and 198C, the suicide rate among 15-19 year olds
increased by 44%. The increase was fueled almost entirely by
firearm suicides, which rose from 48% to 63% of total youth
suicides. In 1986, 1,896 youths in this age range took their lives,
1,151 with guns, representing a further 20% increase in the suicide
rate. Over this period, the proportion of suicides due to guns
declined slightly to about 61%. (Centers for Disease Control
[CDC]}, 1986; NCHS, 1988)

The suicide rate among teenage boys is more than three times
higher tban the rate among girls, in part because boys choose
more lethal means to attempt suicide In 1986, more than six
times as many boys as girls killed themselves with firearms.
(NCHS, 1988)

MORE YOUTHS BRINGING GUNS TO SCHOOL

*%

*%

*%

A federally-funded 20-state survey of 11,000 adolescents found that
41% of beys and 21% of girls said they could obtain a handgun
if they waated to. 3% of boys said they had carried a handgun to
school on.e in 1987, and 1% -- potentially 135,000 nationwide --
said they carried one to school daily. (National Adolescent
Student Healtn Survey, American School Health Association, 1988;
Education Week, 1988)

Florida reported a 42% increase in gun incidents ir schools
between the 1986-1987 and 1987-1988 school years. 86% of the
guns that were traced came from the students’ homes. (Florida
School Boards Assuciation and Florida Association of School
Administrators, 1989)

California schools reported a 43% increase in studeat guz
confiscations in middle sckools and 50% increase ir high schools




over the past three years. (California Department of Education,
1989)

GUNSHOT INJURIES INCREASING AMONG CHILDREN
\——\‘
BURDENING HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

** In fiscal year 1988, 2.0% of pediatric inpatients admitted for
injuries were gunshot victims, a 70% increase from the 1.3% rate
in FY86. 40% of these injuries occurred at home. (Pediatric
Trauma Registry [PTR], National Institute for Disability and
Rehabilitation Research, 1989)

**  Gunshot wounds were the most frequent injuries among 10-18
year old trauma victims reporting to D.C. General Hospital in
1988. These wounds accounted for more than 43% of the trauma
cases (37 of 85 cases) in this age range. Overall gunshot-wound
trauma cases at the hospital increased by 228% to 551 cases
between 1986 and 1988. (unpublished data, Trauma Center, D.C.
General Hospital, 1989)

**  Firearm injuries cost an estimated $429 million a year in hospital
expenses alone and 85.6% of that is borne by taxpayers. Total
annual medical costs for firearm injuries, including physicans’ fees,
ambulence service, rehabilitation and follow-up care is estimated
10 exceed 31 billion. The percentage of costs paid for by public
sources is substzntially greater for fircarm injuries than for all
hospitalizaticns considered together. (Martin, et al, in the Journal
of the American Medical Association, 1988)

**  Gunshot victims at the Washington Hospital Center stay for an
average of 11 days, with a hospital bill of about $2,225 per day.
At San Francisco General Hospital, the average length of stay is
six days for an average cost of $6,915, excluding doctors’ fees.
(Washingion Post, 1989; Martin, et al, 1988)

FIREARMS MORE DEADLY THAN OTHER WEAPONS IN
ASSAULTS AND SUICIDES

**  Attacks with a gun lead to death approximately two to six times

more often than attacks with knives. (Wright, Rossie, and Daly,
1983)

June, 1989
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I would now like to recognize the ranking Republican on the
select committee, Congressman Bliley, of Virginia.

Mr. Buey. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

1 ask unanimous consent to revise and extend my remarks.

Chairman MiLLer. Without objection.

Mr. BLiLey. In rerent weeks, Americans have been confronted
with some atrocious crimes perpetrated by youth. What we as a
select committee must do is sort out the complex issues that arise
when we ask “why.”

The drama of death and dying is brought into our living rooms
by television on a daily basis. At the raw emotional level, it does
not matter if a death was caused by passion or hatred, criminal
intent or careless dicrsgard. Over time, as the immediate pain of

ief begins to pass, a stunned community searches to redress its
0ss. We demand explanations, justice and often retribution.

But it would be a mistake to allow ourselves to become trapped
by our despair, for if we do, we may not take the necessary steps to
avoid the next poseible tragedy. The tragedy should not deter us
from careful consideration of all the facts before us and move us to
raise some important questions.

Some of these hﬂuestions are: What elements in our society make
it likely for a child to grow up violent? What is the family profile
of these violent children? I believe that our last hearing provided
some insights into the role of the family and the role of the media
in stimulating violent behavior. We learned that without strong
famil(i:ls, the likelihood that a child will be prone to violence is in-
creased.

This hearing today is based on the premise that since we, as a
society, cannot do anything to stop the factors that cause teen vio-
lence, then we ought to try to, at the very least, take away from
kids the instruments they illegally seize to act out their violence,
namely guns. I believe this premise is faulty and I believe that the
testimony of two of our witnesses called today points this out.

To really get a handle on what is happening with this issue of
children and guns, several distinctions ought to be kept in mind as
we listen to testimony.

The first invelves the difference between criminal activities and
intentional injuries, and unintentional injuries such as accidents.
To the exte.:t that the data presented today fails to make this dis-
tinction, it fails to inform policy.

The second distinction is the age of the child. It should be clear,
are we talking about a young child under 14 or a youth between
the age of 15 and 19? Data that simpli"etalks about children under
i‘ZIO blurs important facts that must taken into consideration

ere.

Finally, regional differences ought to be made clear. Are we talk-
ing about some isolated but chilling cases of inner city children
caught in gun battles or are we talking about firearm use by rural
children where guns are more likely to be kept in the home?

If we do not know the circumstances that tie the children and
_guns together, then we do not krow much about where we go from
here. If, indeed, we have lost a generation of youth, as some may
believe, given the daily doses of youth violence we are witnessing
here in Washington, it is because we adults have taken away their

13°
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moral compass. We cannot look simply at children and guns hoping
in vain for an easy solution. Although it may be fashionable, it is
not factual. We cannot separate the effect from the cause. The
antecedents to children and guns resulting in death are criminal
activity, family dissolution and negligence.

The cause of a wound or the motivation behind it matters little
to the emergency room physician trying to stitch a life back togeth-
er or to a grieving mother at the grave site.

But if the emotion overwhelms us, we will miss the opportunities
to intervene before tragedy strikes again. The solutions include
strong families, law enforcement and firearm safety education.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[Opening statement of Hon. Thomas J. Bliley, Jr., follows:]

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. THOMAS J. BLILEY, JR., A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CoNGRESS FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA AND RANKING RepuBLICAN MEM3ER

In recent weeks Americans have been confronted with some atrocious crimes per-
petrated by youths. What we as a Select Committee must do is sort out the complex
1s5ues that arise when we ask “why

The drama of death and dying is brought into cur living rooms by television on u
daily basis. At the raw emotional level, it does not matter if the death wus caused
by passion or hatred, criminal intent of careless disregard. Over time, as the imme-
diate pain of grief begius a pass, a stunned community searches to redress its loss.
We demand explanatir.us, justice and often retribution.

But it would be a mistake to allow ourselves to become trapped by our despair, for
if we do, we may not take the necessary steps to avoid the next ible tragedy.
The tragedy should not deter us from careful consideration of all of the facts before
us, and move us to raise some important questions. Some of these questions are:
What elements in our society make it ikely for a child to grow up violent? What is
the family profile of these violent children? I believe that our last hearing provided
somne insights into the role of family and the role of media in stimulating violent
behavior. We learned that without stong families the likelihood that a child will be
prone to violence is increased.

This hearing today is based on the premise that since we as a society cannot do
anything to stop the factors that cause teen violence, then we ought to try at the
very least to take away from kids the instruments they illegally seize to act out
their violence, namely guns. I believe this premise is faulty and I believe that the
testimony of two of our witnesses called today points this out.

Dr. Kleck's testimony puts the media stories about teen violence in perspective.
His testimony shows that “the fraction of the U.S. homicide arrests accounted for by
persons under the age 20 has been fairly stable since 1974.” And that while the
youth homicide rate has already "ncreasedy since a low point in 1984—it is still below
the 1974 rate. Among h. .icidis with victims under agr 20, the percent involving
guns declined from 1974 to 1983 and then increased from 1984 through 1987, return-
ing to roughly the same level as in 1974. The involvement of guns in youth suicide
has been decreasing since 1979, except for a slight upturn from 1984 to 1995. Fatal
gun accidents involving youths have been declining for twenty years. The public and
congressional perception of a dramatic jump in youth homicide rates is simply not
borne out by a closer look at the data.

The testimony of the educators from Virginia points out the long traditicn of
shooting sporte in this country, and makes the point that it is not access to guns by
children that is the problem per se. It is the misuse of guns and the lack of respect
for human life that is what we ghould be talking about today. Fducation is key to
greventing unintentional fatalities due to firearms. Hunting accidents have declined

y efgt%' than 50% since states established education programs for hunters in the
early 8.

To really grasp this issue of children and guns, several distinctions ought to be
kept ix mind as we listen to testimony. The first one involves the difference between
criminal activities and international injuries, and unintent onal injuries such as ac-
cidents. To the extent that the data presented today fails to make this distinction it
fails to inform policy. The second distinction is the age of the child—it should be
clear, are we ta?l(:ing about & young child under 14 or a youth between the age of
15-19? Data that simply talks about children under 20 blurs important facts that
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must be taken into consideration here. Finally, regional differences ought to be
made clear—are we talking about some isolated but chilling cases of inner city chil-
dren caught in gun battles, or are we talking about firearm use by rural children
where guns are more likely kept in a home? If we do not know the circumstances
that tie children and guns together then we do not know about where we go from
here.

A closer look at some statistics on children and guns is revealing.

According to a national study by John Hopkins School of Public Health, uninten-
tional firearm shootings rank 6th among the top ten causes of injury and deaths for
children 0-14, preceded by vehicle related accidents, drowning, house fires, homi-
cides, suffocation.

The rate for fatal firearm related fatalities is 6 per 100,000 for youths under 19.

Thirty-nine percent of all firearm fatalities among children ages 19 and under are
suicides.

In 1987, 1270 children and youths ages 19 and under were killed with fireams—
the estimated rate is 1.65 per 100,000 of the under 19 population; 84 percent of these
youths are in the older teen category 15-19

If indeed we have lost a generation of youth, as some may believe given the daily
doses of youth violence we are witnessing here in Washington, it is because we
adults have taken away their moral compass. We cannot look simply at chiidren
and guns, hoping in vain for an easy solution. Although it may be fashionable, it is
not factual. We cannot separate the effect from the cause. The antccedents to chil-
dren and guns resulting in death are criminal activity, family dissolution, and negli-
gence.

Assault accounts for 45 percent of all firearm fatalities for children ages 19 and
under. Of all juveniles incarcerated for o violent crime, 41 percent used a weapon. A
gun was used in just 20 percent of these crimes. Clearly, if we focus oniy on guns,
we will miss the reality of the violence. Juveniles used a gun in 57 percent of homi-
cides and 24 percent of robberies.

Suicide accounts for 39 percent of firearm fatalities for those under 20. The death
rates for suicide among our young people have more than doubled since 1960. But
the true story of suicide is traced to the fantasy world of drugs, family life without
sacramental commitment, indifference in the home, and lack of adult direction and
support. The temptation to blame guns is strong but again, misleading.

Injuries and accidents account for the remaining 16 percent of firearm fatalities.
We know that the deaths of those less than 15 years of age are more likely to be
accidents. The hope which can be offered is that safety education has reduced inju-
ries and fatalities. We can prevent accidents.

The cause of a wound or the motivation behind it matters little to the emergency
room physician trying to stitch a life back together or to the grieving mother at the
gravesite. But if the emotion overwhelms us, we will miss the opportunities to in-
tervene before tragedy strikes again. The solutions include strong families. law en-
forcment, and firearin safety education.

e
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Firearms Related Fatalities
For Under 19 poputation, 1980-1986
per 100,000 of population
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General

o As the graph above indicates, most firearm related
fatalities are the result of assault:; the second most
frequent are suicides; the third are accidents: and last are
injuries. During the 1980's, the rates for total firearm
fatalities gradually declined until 1983; and since then
there has been a gradual increase, although rates have not
increased to the 1980 level. From 1984-1986, assaults and
suicides increased, accidents decreased, and injuries
remained roughly the same. The rate for total firearm
related fatalities is 6 per 100,000 which would be the

equivalent of .006% for the under 19 age group. {Wationat Center
for Heelth Statistics, unpublished worksheets, 1988)

o The younger a child is, the less likely he is to die as a
result of firearm injury. Hun related deaths are virtually
non-existent for children 9 and under. Of all teenagers,

older teens 15-19 =-- as compared to younger teen 10-14 =--
are at higher risk. tinidd

If it conwot be determined whether & fatslity was fatentional or not, ft is listed os an "injury.®
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Buicide

o Thirty-nine percent of all firearm fatalities among children
ages 19 and under arz suicides. The overvhelming majority
of suicides are white and male. During the 1980's, of all
youth who committed suicide using a gun, 91% were white and
763 were male. (Netions! center for Nealth Statistics, unpublished worksheets, 1988)

o Since 1970, the firearm suicide rate has climbed three times
faster than the suicide rate for all other methods for 15-19

yYear olds. (*Firesrms and Youth Sulcide,” Amecicen journal of Public Neatth, October 1986)

o The percentage of youths using firearms to commit suicide
has remained at roughly 60t since 1974. In 1979, it was
59%; it rose to a high of 63t in 1970: and in 1985, the last
year for which complete information is available, it was
S9%.  Inatfonat Center for Kealth Statistics, unpubl Ished worksheets, 1988}

Assault

© In 1987, 1270 children and youth ages 19 and under were
killed with firearms -- the estimated rate is 1.65 per

100,000 of the under 19 population. nifors Crime recorts, Fal, 1567)

o The rate at which youths are the victims of gun related
homicide has fluctuated since 1974. It reached a high of
2.01 per 100,000 in 1974; it reached a low of 1.27 in 1984;
and between 1984 and 1987, it has increased to 1.65, an

increase of 30% over thut time period. (mifors crime Negorts, fal,
19751988}

0 Most gun-related assaults for youths 19 and under are
perpetrated against males. In 1986, of the 1395 gun-related
assault deaths, 81% were males. (atfonal Center for Kealth Statistics,
urpubtished worksheets, 1968)

© The rate at which black males are the victims of gun-related
assaults is more than 8 times that of white males. The rate
for white males is .5 per 100,000 and the rate for black
males is 4.3 for their respective populaticas. t bda

Unintentional Pirearm Fatalitjes

o The number of fatal gun accidents (FGA) involving young
victims has declined by more than S0%. In 1974, there were
1008 FGA's involving victims ages 0-19; in 1987, the figure

had declined to 481. (s xationat center for Health Statistics, and xatfonal Sefety
Cancil, June 9, 1900
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The rate of unintentional deaths as a result of firearms for
children 0-14 is .6 per 100,000.  (ama waller, “Childhood Injury Deeths,*
Americon joveral of PbLIc Neslth, March 1989.)

For children 0-14, the number of unintentional firearms
deaths declined by 13% from 1980 to 1985. [nna Vatler, “Chiidhood
Injury Deaths,* Americen Journal of Public ¥es{th, March 1939.)

For youths 14 and under, the vast majority of firearm
related fatalities are accidental. For the 1980 through
1986, 66% of firearm fatalities were accidents; 19} were
suicides; 14% were assault; and 1% were injuries. tuationst
Center for Kealth Statistics, unpublished worksheets, 1983)

According to a national
study by Johns Hopkins Top Ten Causes of Injury Deaths
School of Public Children 094

Health, unintentional VeI -TH8te0 47%
fircarm shootings are

the 6th largest cause
of injury death among
children 0-14. Motor
vehicle accidents (7.2
per 100,000), drowning
(2.8), house fires
(2.3), homicides (.9),
and suffocation (.7)
rank before it. The
#other" category in the
accompanying chart is fire %
comprised of aspiration
of food, suicide, and Source Chidhood Injury Desths, Johns
aspiration of other Kopkins. March 1988
materials. Wras vatler,
*Childhood Injury Desths,® Americen
Journal of Public Reelth, March 1989.)

frontm 2%

According to a recent study of 266 unintentional firearm
shootings involving children 0-16, in 73% of the cases, the
children were not being directly supervised by adults at the
time of the shooting: and in more than 60% of the cases, no
adults were on *he premises when the shooting occurred.

t Child*s Play,” Center to Prevent Handgun Violerce, July 1988)

According to the study just mentioned, 50% of unintentional
shootings occur in the victim's home:; 30% occur in a
friend's home:; and 8% occur in a relatives home. tibid.)
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Effectiveness of Bducation

© Hunting accidents have declined by greater than 50% since
states established education programs for hunters in the
early 1970'S,  (North american Associstion of Hunting Safety Coordinators, 1987

© As hunting education programs have increasingly been
targeted to young hunters, hunting accidents for this
population have declined. Since 1982 -- when detailed
information on a nationwide basis first became available --
to 1987, "two-person” hunting injuries for youth 10-19
declined by 41%; "self inflicted" accidents involving 16-17
year olds have declined by 29%. 1bia,

© In the state of Wisconsin -- which has rigorous hunter
education programs and keeps detailed records on hunting
accidents -- hunting accidents involving 12-15 year olds
have declined by 33% since 1970, and accidents involving 16-
17 year clds have declined by 29%.  (+stete of Wisconsin munting accident
Report, 1965-1987, 1988)

Accessibility of Gups

© Most of the guns obtained by youths can be traced to the
youth's home or the home of a friend or relative. a study
done by the Florida School Boards Association found that geg
of the guns taken from students were from the students'
homes. A study done by the Center to prevent Handgun
violence found that 88} of accidental shootings occurred in
homes, and nine of every ten handguns used came from the
home where the shooting occurred. (erscts About Kids and Gung,* Center to
Prevent Handgun Yiotencel

o Forty-one percent of boys and 24% of girls surveyed in 1987
said they could obtain a gun if they wanted to.  (utions
Adolescent student mestth Survey, KHS, August 1988)

guns and schools

© In a national survey of 8th and 10th graders, 3% of boys
said they had carried a handgun to school once in 1987, and
1% said they carried one to SChool daily. (istional Agolescent student
neslth Survey, NS, August 1988}

© In 1986, there were 361,000 school-related incidents of
simple and aggravated assault. of those incidents, 1,700
(or .4%) involved the use of a gun.  oJ, 88, Netional Crime Survey
Report, 1926)
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o Of all juveniles incarcerated for a violent crime, 41% used
a weapon. A gun was used in 20% of these incidents.
Juveniles used a gun in 57% of homicides and 24% of

| robberies. (*Survey of Youth in Custedy, 1987, Dol, BJS, September 1988)
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Chairman MILLER. Thank you.

Mr. Packard? .

Mr. PAckARD. I have no statement, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MILLER. Thank you.

Then our first witness will be Detra, who is an 18-year-old from
Washington, and she will be accompanied by Robert Milner, who is
a Special Consultant, Office of Services Assisting Youth, from
Washington., D.C.

If you both would like to come forward and take a seat up at the
witness table.

Welcome to the committee. As I said to you earlier, thank you
very much for agreeing to testify. We appreciate it. We are a pretty
relaxed committee here, so relax and proceed in the manner in
which you want, which I think is that you wanted to read your
statement. Is that correct?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLer. Why don’t you go ahead and then, when you
are done, we will probably have some questions to ask of you and
maybe also of Mr. Milner.

Ms. DETRA J. Okay.

STATEMENT OF DETRA J.; ACCOMPANIED BY ROBERT MILNER,
SPECIAL CONSULTANT, OFFICE FOR SERVICES ASSISTING
YOUTH, WASHINGTON, DC

Ms. DETRA J. Good morning, my name is Detra. I am from the
District of Columbia.

Too many young people have guns. You can get guns on the

reet just about as easy as you can get candy. I know kids as
young as 12 who carry guns.

Mostly, they get the guns from the older youth they know. Ev-
eryone knows how to get guns if they want one. The guns range
from 22s to 9-millimeters to Uzis.

Everyone knows someone who has been killed or injured by guns.
Eight people I know have been killed by guns and several more
were shot and didn’t die. My boyfriend was shot after he inter-
vened in an argument between two people he knew. The people I
know who have been shot range from the age of 15 to 21. Some
were cousins, some friends.

When one of your friends gets shot, you think it could be you,
that you might ge hit by one of the shots aimed at someone else.

e shootings occurred over issues ranging from drug deals gone
bad to someone stepping on someone else’s shoes. It used to be if
you owed money to someone you know, you would get beat up over
it, btit now they shoot you. People do not seem to care about killing
people.

T'have heard of people getting shot at go-go clubs over bumping
into people and talking to someone’s girl. Some people have gotten
shot over the sort of teasing and joking around that is normal
among kids. You have to learn to kkeep an eye out and stay out of
people’s way.

In my neighborhood, I hear gun fights sometimes, but not as
much as last summer, when there two a week. My friends and I
talk about the issues of violence, drugs, and guns.” Some people I

-
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know are either involved with the trade or go out with boys who
are. They get involved because they want fast money to buy cars,
jewelry, and radios. They don’t get jobs because the pay is too low.

I have been asked to hold drugs for dealers, but I have refused. 1
prefer to buy things with money that I have earned legally.

There are also guns in school. Students are no longer allowed to
carry pocket books or book bags in school because students have
been carrying guns. A school nearby had to be emptied one day be-
cause a shoot-out was expected. Hustlers are more popular socially.
School has become a fashion show. If scmeone has fancy shoes,
then everybody wants them. Girls get status by going out with
hustlers. They brag, “My boyfriend has more money than your boy-
friend will ever have.”

Kids need more role models. The hustlers are nice to the young
children and buy them candy and things. These children need
other adults who are willing to talk and spend time with them.
And we need to get the guns off the streets.

Thank you.

Do
c
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DETRA J.—AN 18-YEAR-OLD GirL FroM WasHINGTON, DC

Too many young people have quns. You can get quns on the street
just about as easily as you can get candy. I know kids as young
as 12 who carry guns. Mostly, they get the guns from older youth
they know. Everyone knows how to get a gun if they want one.
The guns range from 228 to 9 millimeters to Uzis.

And everyone knows someone who hag been killed or injured by
guns. Eight people who I know have been killed by guns and
several more who vere shot and didn't die. My boyfriend was ghot
after he intervened in an argument between two people he knew.
The people I know who have been shot range in age from 15 to 21;
some were cousins, some friends. When one of your friends gets

shot, you think it could have been you, that you might get hit by
a shot aimed at someone else.

The shootings occurred over issues ranging from drug deals gone
bad to someone stepping on someone else's shoes. It used to be
that if you owed sumeone money, they would beat you up over it
but now they shoot you. People don't seem to care about killing
people. 1I've heard of people getting shot at go-go clubs over
bumping into people or talking to someone's girlfriend. Some
people have gotten shot over the sort of teasing and joking
around that's normal among kids. You have to learn to keep an
eye out and stay cut of people’'s way.

In my neighborhood, I hear gunfights sometimes, but not as much
now as last summer, when thera were maybe two a week. My friends
and I talk about the issue of violence, drugs, and guns. Some
people I know are either involved in the drug trade or go out
with boys who are. They get involved because they want fast
money, to buy cars, jewelry, radios. They don't get jobs because
the pay is too low. "I have been asked to hold drugs for dealers

but have refused. I prefer to buy things with money I have
earned legally.

There are also guns at school. Students are no longer allowed to
carry pocket books or knapsacks in my school because students had
been carrying guns. A school nearby had to be emptied one day
because a ahoot-out was expected. Hustlers are more popular
socially. School has become a fashion show. If someone has
fancy shoes, then everyone wants them. Girls get status by going

out with hustlers, They brag that "My boyfriend has more money
than your boyfriend will ever have."

Kids need more role models. The hustlers

children and buvy them candy and things. fThese children need
other adults who are willing to ta:k and spend time with them.
And we need to get the guns off the streets.

are nice to the young
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Chairman MiLLER. Thank you, Detra, for your statement.
In the first part of your statement you say that too many young
people have guns and you can get guns on the street about as
easilv as you can get candy. Why are the kids that you know that
have guns getting them?

Ms. DE1ra J. Okay, if they hustle for a person and, you know, he
is a runner or a hit man, they——

Chairman MIiLLER. In the drug business, you are describing?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes. He is given a gun to carry out orders that the
main person has given him. Sometimes it is for self-defense because
they know somebody is after them. If they know they are dealing
drugs, then somebody may be after them, so they are going to get it
for protection.

Chairman MiLLER. Are there some people who are carrying them
who aren’t in the drug trade, who might be carrying them just to
look tough or to gain status or something like that? Or is it all part
of the business?

Ms. DETRA J. It is all part of the business.

Chairman MiLLEr. What is the youngest person you know who
has a gun?

Ms. DETRA J. Twelve.

Chairman MiLLER. Twelve years old?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

(ilh%irman MiLLEr. That person would be involved in the drug
trade’

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairme MIiLLER. So the gun is just one of the instruments of
the trade.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiiLER. You nave talked about the fact that you have
heard gun fights. What goes through your mind when you hear
gunfnie ?in your neighborhood? Apparently that happens fairly fre-
quently’

Ms. DETRA J. Not as much as it did last summer. You don’t
really hear them now, but you hear them, like, late at night about
1 or 2, sometimes. It is not as much as you did last summer when it
was like two times a week. It was mainly over who owed somebod
money or joking around, talking about each other and .hey can’t
handle it any more so they shoot them.

Chairman MiLLER. What goes through your mind when you hear
the gunshots?

Ms. DETRA J. I just try to stay out of their way and duck, you
know, because you don’t know what is coming your way. Just stay
out of their way.

Chairman MiLLER. What do these young people’s parents say
when they find out that their son or daughter or somebody is car-
rying a gun?

Ms. Derra J. They try to get them to stop, but some of the ones
that I know, they just hide it or put it away somewhere else in the
neighborhood, like abandoned houses or stuff like that. They just
hide it from their parents.

. Chairman MILLER. So their parents might not necessarily
now——
Ms. DeTRA J. Yes.

20
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Chairman MILLER [continuing]. That they are carrying guns.

Where do you think—do you talk to children—you are 18, do you
talk to children or do younger children talk to you about what they
think about the shootings and the fact that people have died in the
neighborhood, vounger kids?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes. They are scared and they te!l me that they are
scarg and they know a few people who do it and they are just
scared.

Chairman MiLLER. Do they change the way they are living? Do
they stay in the house or do they try to stick together with friends?
How do they go through their day?

Ms. DETRA J. Okay, when we are outside, we mainly stick togeth-
er as a group, but most of the time, we are not outside because wo
know that there is nothing outside for us anymore. So mainly we
stay in the house or go to a recreation center, something like that.

Chairman MiLLER. You work now?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. You work part-time, full-time?

Ms. DeTrrA J. Full-time.

Chairman MiLLER. Full-time. Do you work in the neighborhood
or do you work in ancther part of the city?

Ms. DETRA J. I work in the neighborhood.

Chairman MILLER. So when you are not at work, you are more or
less hanging around the house?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes, in the house.

Chairman MILLER. Mr. Milner, if I might ask you—I know you
are here just to accompany Detra, but you have been involved with
young people for some time. Fow common is this in the kids you
work with?

Mr. MILNER. As Detra has stated, since the renovation has taken
place over in the community, we don’t have as much problem as
you had during the summer last year, mainly because a lot of the
people who are in the business are no ionger there. You s:ill have a
small percentage that are there that are maintaining the business,
but because of the renovation, because of the program that I work
for, a lot of the hustlers have been relocated to Potomac Gardens,
Kenilworth, Mayfair.

Chati;rman MiLLER. So the problem has been moved to another
project.

Mr. MiLNER. Has been moved to another project. But you still
have the problem there among the kids in junior high school and
high school. As she stated, they do carry guns to school. Getting a
gun is no problem if you know who you have to go to to get it. The
people who come into the business already know who and what
channels they have to go through to receive the weapon.

Chairman MiLLER. How big is the immediate neighborhood that
Detra lives in—how many housing units there, roughly?

Mr. MiLNER. You have roughly around between, I would say, 60
to 75 units that are open at this present time. As I say, they are
still doing renovationg———

Chairman MiLLER. They are remodeling them?

Mr. MiLNER. They are remodeling them.
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Chairman MiLLer. How many children in that neighborhood do
you think are carrying guns or have immediate access to guns? Do
you have any estimate?

Mr. MiLNER. Fifteen to 20.

Chairman MiLLER. Fifteen to 20.

Mr. MILNER. And that is just my speculation. It may be more.

Chairman MitLer. Would that be typical of other housing
projects in the city?

Mr. MiLNER. Oh, no.

Chairman MiLLER. That is low?

Mr. MiLNER. That is low. In certain areas, there is a gun in just
about every housing unit where some one is doing the business. For
instance, Potomac Gardens. Now, Potomac Gardens is really a war
zone, you know. I would be surprised if anyone over in that area
don’t have a gun. Over on the Farms, it is low because we have
transferred them from here to there.

Chairman MitLer. Detra, do kids talk about other areas of the
city as being worse, or more dangerous, or as places you don’t go or
that your parents might tell you not to go to? I mean, there has
been a lot of attention in the newspapers and on TV about some of
_thege other areas. Do you consider them worse or more frighten-
ing?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes, they are worse than where I live. Our area
cooled down, as Robert said, because they all moved out: half of
them dead, half of them locked up. So the ones that we transferred,
they live, you know, Potomac Gardens and worse areas than what
we have—

Chairman MiLLER. I am sorry, I am missing—why is it worse?
What were you just saying?

Ms. DeTrA J. Because most of the ones that we had around our
way——

hairman MiLLER. You mean the drug dealers or people involved
in the trade.

Ms. DETRA J. The ones that are involved with the trade:

g tl(mley have gone to jail, moved out to other areas, or they are
ead.

Chairman MiLLER. So, in fact, you would consider yourself some-
what lucky to be living in this housing unit, as opposed to others?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. And yet, you are talking about—you are esti-
mating that there may be a gun in at least 40 percent of the units?
1 guess it realll)('l wouldn’t break down into units; they may have
more than one kid in a house that would be carrying a gun.

In other projects, you are telling us it may be 100 percent.

Mr. MiLNER. It all depends on what area, what project you go to.

Chairman MiLLEr. Detra, I have to—let me just—if you don’t
want to talk about this, please feel free to tell me you don’t, but we
are all kind of products of our environment. I try to think about
growing up and I think from the time that I started school until
the time I graduated from high schoo), I think I went to two funer-
als for my friends. One became very ill and died of a disease and
one was in an autcmobile accident.

You are telling me you know of eight pe..le who have died. How
many funerals have you gone to?

2
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Ms. DETRA J. Half.

Chairman MiLLER. Eight?

Ms. DetRA J. Half of the eight.

C:I:;)rman Miier. Half of the eight? You have been to four fu-
nerals?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLer. Is that common in your neighborhood? 1
mean, when you go to these funerals, there are a lot of other young
people like yourself?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. What do you say to one another?

Ms. DETRA J. We don’t really converse. We just cry because it is
a shame how young they are when they do that. Most of the ones,
they die for no reason. They were innocent bystanders.

Chairman MiLLer. Thank you.

Mr. Packard.

Thank you, Detra.

Mr. PAckARrD. Mr. Chairman.

Detra, you have indicated that kids can get guns most anywhere.
I think it was also indicated by Mr. Milner that if you know the
right places, you can always get guns.

Do any of those guns come from legitimate gun stores? Do the
young people go and buy them or do they get them through the un-
derground?

Ms. DETRA J. Underground.

Mr. PACKARD. In other words, they know where to go to get their

guns.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. PAckARD. None of them are purchased or received legally or,
to your knowledge, taken from parents and brotught from home.
They are gotten through the underground.

Ms. DeTRA J. Not that I know of.

Mr. Packarb. Do they pay for their guns?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Packarp. Do the young people ~arry other weapons other
than guns? Knives?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Packarb. So they simply are looking for something to either
put pressure on pevple that owe them money or to protect them-
selves. It is not necessarily only guns. It can be other weapons, too,
and they would use them just as freely as they would a gun.

Ms. DETRA J. True.

Mr. PACKARD. Are you aware of any of your young people who
have been knifed at your schools or neighborhoods?

Ms. DETRA J. Two.

Mr. PackARD. Two? Okay.

Do any of your friends carry guns that are not involved in the
drug business?

Ms. DETRA J. No.

Mr. PACEARD. It is primarily, as you mentioned in answer to the
chairman’s questions, it is related to the drug business in school
and in your reighborhood.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.
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Chairman MiLLER. Would the genticiian yield on that point, if I
just might.

Mr. Milner, maybe you can help us because you have a little bit
of historical perspective—I just wrote this down as you were talk-
ing—can you think back before drugs were so prevalent, was there
the gun problem—I mean, is the gun problem simply an attendant
part of the drug trade? Were guns this prevalent before?

Mr. MiLNER. I also need to clarify some things. In my office, I am
basically—there are certain things that I can speak of and certain
things I can’t—

Chairman MiLLER. I understand.

Mr. MirNerR [continuing]. Because of my not being cleared
through my office. But when I was growing up, no.

Mr. PackaRrp. Detra, if we were able to put law enforcement and
other programs in place to remove the drug business out of our
schools, what would that do to the use of guns and other violence
that takes place in our schools and in our neighborhoods?

If we were able to get rid of drugs and the drug business, would
that—do you think correct or improve the gun situation and the
violence situation?

Ms. DriRrA J. Yes. The only thing that they really want is money
and they are saying that jobs don’t pay enough, so they are out
there for the money. So if you remove the drugs cut of the school, I
am sure the guns won’t be out here——

Mr. PACKARD. Apparently it takes a good deal of money to supply
and support a drug business or a drug habit.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Packarbp. Do you think that if we made it difficult for your
parents or for other honest people in your neighborhood to obtain
guns or other weapons, do you think that would stop the guns in
your neighborhood and in your schools as Ic 2 as the drug business
is there?

Ms. DETRA J. No.

Mr. PackARrD. There is no question that we have a serious prob-
lem in our schools and in our neighborhoods, especially in our
urban areas. There is absolutely no question, we do. What do you
think the soluticn is? You have been close encugh to i, certainly
closer than I have been o il

What do you think needs to be done?

Ms. Derra J. More money. More jobs thati offer more money.
Most of the time, grograms only send you down to 500 C Street and
they give you a job for $3.50 an hour. That is not enough money for
ghe gnoney that they are making now. So they are saying, why

rop?

All I can say is more programs.

Mr. Packarp. I see. I don’t think any of us would disagree with
you there. We sincerely—certainly I sincerely appreciate you
coming today. I know it is not an easy thing to do, to come to an
important meeting like this, but you have done very well and I ap-
preciate your testimony very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Sarpalius.

Mr. Sarranaus. Detra, let me start by saying that you have done
an excellent job. I know it is not easy for you to come before a com-
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mittee like this and talk about the problems that you see with guns
in schools and with some of your friends and those types of things,
and ycil.} should be commended for coming here and expressing
yourself.

I want to ask you a few questions. First of all, do you know what
th age limit is to buy a gun?

Ms. DeTRA J. Ngo.

N!)r. SARPALIUS. Is it pretty easy to get a gun if you wanted to get
one?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. SarpaLIUS. Do you know of many parents who lock up their
guns in your neighborhood?

Ms. DETRA J. They have them hidden away, but not necessarily
Jocked up where their children cannot get to them.

Mr. SarpaLIus. So if a kid wanted a gun that their parents have
in their home, it is pretty easy to obtain that gun?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. SARPALIUS. What do you think is the best way to discourage
kids from carrying guns? Do you think if parents were liable, par-
ents had some respunsibility themselves for any kid who carries a
gun that that would help?

Ms. DETRA J. They should start off at the home with their par-
ents. The parents should be there to guide them and tell them that
it is wrong to carry a gun and put more emphasis that—what
would be done to them if they were to carry a gun. But not too
many parents—you know, there are not that many youth today
who talk to their parents, so it should start at the home with the
parents.

Mr. SArpaLIus. In your opinion, do you know of any way that
you could encourage parents to do that?

DEtrA J. No.

Mr. SarpALIUS. It is a difficult question.

Thank you, Detra.

Ms. DrTRA J. You are welcome.

Chairman MiLLER. Dennis.

Mr. HasverT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I certainly appreciate your being here today and, as everybody
else has said, it is a tougI{ thing to come here and tatk ahout these
things that happen to you. I just want to go over one more question
that everybody has asked you, but we need to get this straight.

The guns that these kids get, that the 12-year-olds on up get, usu-
all{l .‘,“e got by the people who supply them with drugs; is that
right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HAsTeRT. So, as well as being a provider of drugs, they are
also the provider of the guns, right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Has7erT. Certainly, you say, that most of those kids—kids
who aren’t into drugs or aren’t in the business, as you say don’t
carry guns. Is that what you said?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HASTERT. Okay.

Now, years ago, a couple years ago, kids used to carry knives, but
today the gun is almost a status symbol, right?
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Ms. DeERA J. Yes.

Mr. HasTerT. You get a gun, people treat you almost lixe you are
a man. Is that true?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasTERT. Because you are a dangerous person.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

l\ﬁrr.) HASTERT. And they know that they have to deal with you,
right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasTert. So it is almost a psychology, isn’t it, a state of
mind how people look at one another and treat one another. So
somebody with a gun has become a very important person in that
conlllnrl)unity, whether he is dealing in drugs or whatever. Is that
right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Hastert. Does almost everybody in a housing project like
yours know who is carrying a gun and who is not? I mean, it is
pretty well known among the people?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HAsTERT. You talk about dollars, and you say you work for a
living, and it is tough, isn’t it?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasTerT. Especially if you are working in a store or working
in the projects. How much money can a kid, say 14 or 15 years of
age, who is working in the business—how much money can he
make in a night or a week? About?

Ms. DETRA J. Well, they make a thousand a night. It depends on
how long you are out there or what you are seliing.

Mr. HasTeRT. So a kid who is just a teenager——

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasTerT [continuing]. Can make a thousand a night.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Hastert. That is a lot of money, isn’t it?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Hastert. That is even a lot of money for anybody who is in
Congress.

Do you think, then—it is awful tough to go back and—any of
those people go back and try to earn $3.50 or %5 or $7, even $10 an
hour, you know, hard work all day long, and try to compete with
that thousand dollars a night, isn’t it?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasterT. Does that mouney come back to help their farily? 1
mean, does it actually subsidize their family and their mom and
kids and brothers and sisters sometimes, or is that all their money?

Ms. DETRA J. Mainly they spend it on themselves, because I have
seen boys with cars and their mothers still catching the bus. So it
is not coming home. It is going on what they want to get, what
they want to buy.

Mr. HasTERT. S0 once you earn that status as a man and you
carry that gun, those dollars—they are your dollars, they don’t go
back to the family or help your mom or anything else like that?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HASTERT. Most mothers certainly don’t went their kids to do
that. I dor’t want to be leading you or telling you what I thi1k the
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answer is—I am asking your opinion. Is that a status symbol for a
mother, if everybody knows that all of a sudden her son is a man
carrying that gun or is that something that mothers don’t like to
see happen?

Ms. DeTRA J. They don’t like to see it happen.

l\gr‘.’ HasterT. Because they know that that danger is there,
right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. HasterT. I think we can learn more from your testimony
than an awful lot of experts because you are there, and you see, it
and you know those people that it happens to.

Did you want {0 say something else?

Ms. DETRA J. No.

Mr. HasterT. Okay, fine.

I appreciate it. You have been very helpful to us today and a
very charming witness. Thank you very much for coming and
spending some time with us.

Ms. DETRA J. You are welcome.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Sikorski.

Mr. Sixorski. No questions, thank you.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Durbin.

Mr. DugsIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am sorry I came in
late, but I have read your testimony. I really do appreciate your
coming by here today.

You sure have seen an awful lot in your life. I take a look at
some of the things you have experienced and I tell you, people of
50, 60 years of age haven’t seen some of the things that you have
been through. It takes a lot of courage for you to come here, and 1
appreciate it. We all do, because many times, we are just far-re-
moved from what is going on out there in the real world, in the
neighborhoods, and when you come in and tell the story, it really
has an impact on us. It helps us understand.

It looks like you faced some tragedies in your own life with your
boyfriend being shot and things like that that brought you to the
point where you are willing to sit here and tell us this story.

Are there other—some of your friends that—are there tragedies
that happen to them that lead them to the point where they say, I
am just not going to be involved in this anymore; I have to get
away from it; I have to find some other thing to do with my life?

Ms. DetrA J. Most of them get deep into it after their friends die
or whatever. They get deep into it. I would think that they would
draw away from it, but they get into it heavier.

Mr. DurgiN. So they go the other way. You are saying they just
say, this is it, we have to fight this battle and stay with it and if
somebody dies, that is going to happen.

Do they talk among one another about getting caught by the law
and “icing penalties or facing the judge or going to jail? Is there
con\ _rsation about that happening?

Ms. DeTrA J. Not really. They say it is not going to happen to
me. They have that kind of atiitude.

Mr. DursIN. Some people—I mean, we talk in legislatures about
raising the penalties. We are going to make it so tough, if you ever
get caught with a handgun, we are going to make the penalties so
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high that anybody who hears about that is going to be frightened
to think that they might get caught some day.

Do you think that would help, if we raised the penalty and said,
boy, no matter how old you are, if you get caught with a handgun,
we are going to throw you in jail, no ifs, ands or buts about it?
Would that help?

Ms. DETRA J. It should.

Mr. DurgIN. It should help?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. DurBIN. Okay. We have to get the message down to the
streets, though, don’t we?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. DurBIN. Definitely. How do we do that? Who talks—who
gets that message across most effectively, do you think?

Ms. DetrA J. Where I work, it is a program and kids come in
there. We talk to them, you know, about it, so if somebody were to
tell us, we would just tell them or either have it come across the
media.

Mr. DurBiIN. Spread the word around that way.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. DurBIN. Yes. Do the churches in your neighborhood have
much impact on people’s lives in terms of making these decisions?

Ms. DETRA J. Most young kids don’t go to church any more.

Mr. DURBIN. So there is very little connection there between
what is happening at church and what is happening on the street?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. DurBIN. I want to thank you for coming. You came here at
an interesting time because yesterday we were debating on the
floor something called the minimum wage bill—

[Laughter.]

Mr. DURBIN [continuing]. And you know, an awful lot of people
said to us—

Chairman MiLLER. You don’t have to laugh at us. [Laughter.]

Mr. DURBIN. Sometimes it is easy to be amused by what we do—
but some people said, why are you so worried about minimum
wage, it is just money going to kids. When you think about young
people like yourself, young men and women, and how a few dollars
might mean a little more hope——

Ms. DEeTRA J. Yes.

Mr. DurBIN [continuing]. It becomes more than just an issue of
helping kids. It is helping the next generation.

Thanks, Detra.

Ms. DeTrA J. You are welcome.

Mr. DursiN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MiLLEk. Mr. Smith.

Mr. SmiTH of Texas. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Detra, I appreciate you being here as well and certainly as has
been indicated by other members of this subcommittee, your pres-
ence is very much appreciated.

It seeins pretty clear to me that based upon what you have said
and on the statistics that we are aware of that the laws aren’t
working in the District of Columbia right now. They have some of
the toughest gun laws anywhere in the United States and yet we
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llzlalre in the capital city some of the highest rates of violence of all
inds.

As you know, it is illegal right now to varry guns in the District
of Col}tlxmbia. Supposedly you have to have parental consent if you
are under 21.

What I wanted to ask you, and this is a follow-up on a question
you were asked a few minutes ago, is that if the laws were strictly
enforced, if we had more police, if we had tougher penalties, would
that get through, would that help reduce the violence?

Ms. DEeTrA J. Yes.

Mr. SmrTH of Texas. You mentioned a few minutes ago that vio-
lence ic directly related to the drug culture. I was going to ask you
what you think should be done about the drug tratfic, but let me
ask the question this way: If we were to dry up the drug trade in i
the District of Columbia, do you think that that would also elimi- “
nate a lot of the violence that is occurring on the streets?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. SmITH of Texas. Do you think that that is a good way to get
at reducing the gun viclence, to dry up the drug traffic?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. SMiTH of Texas. Okay. I happen to agree with you.

Let me also ask you, to follow up on an earlier question as well,
do you feel that if there were stronger families, if there was more
parental supervision of young people, that that would do a lot to
stem gun violence?

Ms. DerraA J. Yes.

Mr. SmITH of Texas. It seems to me that we have clearly brought
out some of the solutions today, which are to enforce the laws
better, be tougher on individuals of all ages who are abusing guns
and generating violence and also try to shore up the families, I
think that those are subjects that this committee is interested in
pursuing in the long term and certainly, Detra, we appreciate you
pointing those out as solutions to the problem.

I thank you for being here.

Ms. DETRA J. You are welcome.

Chairman MiLLER. Barbara?

Mrs. Boxer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

You said in your testimony that you knew children as young as
12 who carry guns.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mrs. Boxer. Do you think the reason that they do it is because
most of the people they look up to carry guns as well?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes. They look at the hustlers as role models.

Mrs. Boxer. Yes. So, would you say, if there were other role
models who could compete with the hustlers, it would help mat-
ters? In other words, what troubles me is that very point, but it
seems to me that the big hope is with the little kids, isn't it? In
otuer words, you are saying to me, even after you see death—not
you personally, but your peer group—it doesn’t even stop. It makes
them get moce into 1t, is what you said.

Ms. DeTRA J. Yes.

Mrs. Boxker. So it seems to me that what we have to do is get to
these little kids really early on so they have the courage to say to a
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hustler, “You don’t really care about me; you don’t really love me
and I don’t want to follow your way.”

Now, if someone like you, for example, who has a certain set of
beliefs, were to go into a school where there were first-graders, kin-
dergarten, second, third, and you met with them and worked with
them, do you think that would help . . . to stay with these kids as
an alternative role model?

Ms. DeTrA J. 1 do it now.

Mrs. Boxer. You do?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mrs. Boxkr. Is it working at all with these little ones? Do you see
progress?

Ms. DeTrA J. Yes.

Mrs. Boxer. Can you tell us a little bit about how ycu deal with
them and how they respond?

Ms. Detra J. We have self-esteem classes and we pick a topic
about today’s problems and we discuss it and they tell us what they
see and how they see it and we will try to, you know, steer them in
the right direction. Most of the time, I keep them off the streets
because I deal with—I deal with girls mainly. You know, some-
times there are fellows in our group because I do talent and fash-
ion shows, and so—anything to keep them off the street, 1 am will-
ing to do. So I try to do that.

rs. Boxer. You look beautiful and I think—and you are beauti-
ful inside, so I think that does come across to the kids.

So in looking for solutions, there are a lot of solutions that we
could come up with here, but I think one of them is expanding on
this whole role model notion.

Do you do this through a program that was set up through the
citﬂgr the schools or what?

. DETRA J. Department of Recreation, OSAY.

Mrs. Boxer. Okay. And you get to see the kids after school?

Ms. DeTrA J. Before and after.

Mrs. Boxer. Before and after school. Do they go there on a vol-
untary basis or it is part of the program or are these kids who have
gotten in trouble or——

Ms. DETRA J. After school, theK come voluntarily. They come in.

Mrs. Boxer. And how old are they?

Ms. DeTRA J. They range from nine to 25.

Mrs. Boxer. No kidding? Okay.

Mr. Chairman, thank you. What I am coming to is we have to
get kids at very, very young ages and use people like this witness,
who, in the worst of all circumstances and worlds, has managed to
pull it all together and she has a lot to offer these young people. So
1 think our future lies with people like that.

Thank you.

Chairman MiLLer. Thank you.

Mr. Machtley.

Mr. MacuTLey. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I have
subm(ilt 1 a statement and request that that be part of the
record——

Chairman MiLLer. Without objection, it will be put in as part of
the record.

[Opening statement of Hon. Ronald Machtley follows:]

Joo,
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OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RONALD MACHTLEY, A REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
From THE STATE oF RHODE IsLAND

I would like to take this o portunity to applaud the efforts of this Select Commit-
tee on Children, Youth, and Families for confronting this issue of children and guns.

Nevertheless, in listening to today’s testimony we must be aware that this is an
extremely large and complicated topic. To lump together ALL incidents involving a
person under the age of 21 and a firearm of sorts, is not only an oversimplification
of the issue, but is also a disservice to this s~vious problem.

A case involving a child who, while cleaning a gun, accidentally shoots a friend is
clearly different from an incident in which a youth uses a gun to hold up, say, a
package store. An apples-to-oranges comparison, at best.

In order to better understand the problem, so that ultimately we can reach a solu-
tion, there are many questions that must be answered first. For example, are we
talking about a young child, an adolescent, or a young adult? Was the incident acci-
dental or deliberate? What was the source of the firearin? The list goes on and on.

I look forward w hearing the testimony of our panel this morning, and I would
urge my colleagues to consider the above questions, as well as others, so that this
problem may be properly addressed. Thank you.

Mr. MacHTLEY. Thank you very much, Detra, for your testimony
and for being here.

I would just like to get a little more information about who these
people are and what exactly they are using as weapons. Do you
think most of the people are above 14 who are carrying weapons in
your school, from your personal knowledge?

Ms. DETRA J. They start at 12.

Mr. MacHTLEY. They start—are many of them 12 to 14?

Ic\l'ls. DEeTrA J. Not many, but you have a few. Most. of them are 15
and up.

Mr. MacHTizy. Are many of them in school or are many of them
out of schowl, either dropouts or have graduated?

Ms. DETRA J. It is a mixture of all.

Mr. MACHTLEY. So you have both school attendees and people on
the street?

Ms. DETRA J. And dropouts, yes.

Mr. MACHTLEY. Are the guns primarily or almost exclusively
handguns which are involved?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. MACHTLEY. The laws in this country, as I understand, do not
permit anyone to carry a handgun under 21. From your knowledge,
most of these guns must be unregistered, then.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. MACHTLEY. The hustlers who are acting as role models, are
most of these people 18 and over or are they younger? What age
group are these hustlers that you are talking about?

Ms. DETra J. Fifteen and up.

Mr. MAcHTLEY. Fifteen and up?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. MacHTLEY. Now, what do you think is the interaction with
the existing police and these young people on the street? Sure, if
we had enough police to put ‘one on every corner or one on the
doorstep of every home, we could stop the problem, but what do
you think the interaction is with the existing police? Do the police
try and work with the kids who are involved? Are they turning
their backs on the kids? Do they just sort of condone and say, well,
I know Joknny over there always carries a gun and Jjust stay away
from him?
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What is your experience?

Ms. DeTRA J. They have police walking the streets now, but-
like, if there is a group of kids standing together, they will come
and break it up or, you know, stop and see what they are talking
about. But it is nothing like they are turning their backs on them
and it is not like they are helping them either.

Mir. MACHTLEY. I8 there any way for the police to confiscate these
guns? That is what 1 am tryin% to get to. If they make—can we do
something to make it more difficult for the kids to carry guns with
the existing police force?

Ms. DETRA J. Make examples of the ones that are already locked
up.
Mr. MacuTLEY. What about in school? You mentioned there are
some ways of cutting back on kids carrying guns. Do you think we
could put metel detectors like we use at airports and other meth-
ods of preventing guns from ccming in and making it just more dif-
ficult? Will that help?

Ms. DETRA J. It might, but—

Mr. MacHTLEY. Do you think that they could just go out and get
another gun?

Ms. DeTRA J. That will just stop them from bringing it into the
school, but that is not going to stop them from getting one.

Mr. MAcCHTLEY. Just going back to—because, I think you prob-
ably have as much information as to what could be done—other
than role models, which I agree is certainly the best way to go and
maybe the way that we can help many of the kids, but is there
anything we can do with those who are carrying guns just to limit
the number of guns which are on the street?

Ms. DETRA J. If they are caught with a gun? What I say is lock
them up so they will understand that it is not that easy to carry a
gun and get away with it.

Mr. MacuTLEY. Thanks very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MiLLER. Thank you.

Mr. Evans.

Mr. Evans. In the District, they have banned handguns and yet
you know many students that have guns. Did any of the eight
people that you know or those that have been wounded have guns
or were engaged in gun fights at the time they were shot?

Ms. DETRA J. Most of them were gun fights and half of them
were innccent bystanders.

Mr. Evans. I am sorry?

Ms. DETRA J. You had half that had guns and were in gun fights
and half were innocent bystanders.

Mr. Evans. For some of those that have died, there is really—if
they had guns and were involved in a gun fight, there is no amount
of increased penalties that are going to be a:g worse than actually
getting killed, I suppose, or perhaps wounded in a gun fight, so if
we are talking about increased penalties, in effect, we have capital

unishment for some of these gun owners that have been involved
in these gun fights; is that right?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Mr. Evans. But there is a feeling that you have to be armed to
protect yourself? Is there that feeling in your community?

ERIC 3

IToxt Provided by ERI




33

Ms. DETRA J. Among the ones that are dealing, yes.

Mr. Evans. All right. So nothing we probably do here in terms of
saying you could go to jail for X—maybe a year or something is
going to be any worse, you know, punishment than what has hap-
pened to some of these students that have been killed or wounded;
18 that correct?

I mean, do you think if we passed a law here saying you go to
jail for one year whether or not you actually discharged a weapon
in the commission of a crime, would that deter people in your com-
munity from owning guns?

Ms. DET2A J. You really can’t say. You have to prove it.

Mr. Evans. I am sorry?

Ms. DetRA J. I am saying, you could say that you are going to
lock them up for whatever amount of years for a gun, but they are
not going to helieve it until they see it. So you have to really prove,
make an examge out of somebody.

Mr. Evans. All right. Thank you.

Chairman MiLLER. Thank you. Let me, if I might, first of all,
Detra—you mentioned that a couple of times you have been asked
to hold drugs for a dealer or hustler, as you refer to them. Where
di(li\i;ou get the courage to say no?

. DETRA J. From inside. I don’t want to have anything to do
with it, drugs, none of it, guns, anything; because as soon as you
start holding stuff for somebody, they might come looking for you.
They don’t care who it is. You could just be—you know, passing
these drugs back to him and somebody could just snatch him,
snatch you, shoot you, shoot him. I would rather not deal with it.

Chairman MiLLER. Good decision. Logical. 1t follows. Okay.

But again, you look at this and you analyze, and you say this is a
very dangerous business to get into. This can cause you a lot of
trouble if you even start getting involved at all.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. And yet, many of your friends or people that
you see that are living in your neighborhood look at it, and, for
some reason, they draw a different conclusion.

What do you think it is that is driving them where they would
flirt with death or injury or jail terms? Why would they flirt with
it? What is driving it?

Ms. DETRA J. Popularity.

Chairman MILLER. Popularity?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MILLER. How do they get to be popular by doing this?

Ms. DETRA J. The girls—they think it is cute, like, if you go out
with a hustler, you are this and you are that. So that is why they
d}(: itt and they do it for the fancy jewelry, the cars and stuff hke
that.

Chairman MiLLER. What I find interesting is that that answer
parallels answers that we have received in this committee from
members of various gangs around the country—that this provides
status. As one young woman said who belonged tc a gang, “You
know, it’s not easy to be a Chicana in America, but if you belong to
the gang, no one’s going to fool with you.” She said, “Your teachers
treat you with respect and people leave you alone if you belong to a

gang.
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Is that part of being involved in the drug trade, too, you think?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. So it kind of solves some of your problems? It
also adds to them, apparently, rather dramatically.

When we asked a number of gang people “do your parents know

ou are a member of a gang,” or ‘“why would your parents let you
gecome a member of the gang?” a couple people who were former
gang members who now have left those gangs from Philadelphia
and Los Angeles said that we had to understand that sometimes
the child was bigger than the parent, that maybe parents didn’t
have as much control as some of us in Congress thought they
mig)lt have, that some of these kids scare even their parents.

you think that that is somewhat true?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

b oghdoagrman MiLLER. Do you see examples of that in your neighbor-

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. Where a mother might not be able to exercise
control over whether her son carries a gun or gets involved in the
drug trade—

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

C}}:‘;airman MiLLER [continuing]. Or who her daughter goes out
with?

Ms. DETRA J. Yes.

Chairman MiLLER. So the pleas of the parents might simply go
unheeded in this case, where kids aren’t going to pay attention.

Ms. DETRA J. Yes. It is not a family bond any more. The par-
ents—okay, they might say stop or whatever, but that is not going
to necessarily stop the child from doing what he or she wants to do,
because while they are outside, the mother is inside, and she, you
know, doesn’t have any control of what her child does outside
unless she really enforce. her rules and regulations in her house.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Milner, do you find that to be the situa-
tion, I mean, where in many instances, parents are making the
effort, but they have lost that element of control that we like to
think we have as parents?

Mr. MiLNer. That is basically true, but I must clarify that all the
kids that are in the project homes aren’t bad kids. You have 10- or
15 percent who are doing the business and the rest are going to
schools, getting good grades, coming in on time, working summer
jobs, you know, doing other cultural activities, but it is just that
you have that bad apple in every project who is going to stand out
and shine beyond the ones who are doing well.

Chairman MiLLer. All right. The concern I have is not that every
child is a bad kid. What troubles me is the extent to which young
FeOple like Detra and the young kids and the very small kids have

ost almost all of their liberties in these neighborhoods because of a
few people involved in the drug trade. Kids cannot go out and play.
Kids sleep on the floor. Kids are kept home after school. They are
not experieuncing the sort of normal growing up and fun and play
that you equate with childhood because there are a few people
standing on the corner who scare the hell out of them.

I hope this doesn’t appear to be an indictment of all kids who
live in projects because, in my district, in talking with kids in hous-
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ing projects in tough neighborhoods, what always grabs me is the
extent to which some of the very young kids are just frightened to
death of their environment. When you talk to young people—as we
have with former gang members or gang members or people like
Detra—you see that they are called on at an age, 14, 15, 16, to deal
with some problems that not many of us would be very successful
at in terms of the difficult choices that you would have to make at
that age.

I am concerned that there is a notion, sort of, that children are
running wild without parents paying attention, but boy, I will teil
you, in my district, there are an awful lot of parents who are
marching every Saturday and Sunday to try to get drug dealers out
of their neighborhoods and trying to grab onto their kids. I think
even Secretary Kemp has suggested that, in many of these neigh-
borhoods, there are no options. Fortunately, he has joined up with
the YMCA and YWCA to see about improving some of the recre-
ational facilities. Again, the testimony before this committee, by an
awful lot of kids, is that we fail to understand. We think a lot of
black kids are standing around shooting basketballs and they say,
“We don’t even have hoops in our neighborhood. There are no bas.
ketballs; there are no hoops; there’s nothing.”

I think that is what the Secretary has tried to point out and I
think, as Congresswoman Boxer has said, what is the opposite of
the drug trade in these neighborhoods? If the opposite is nothing,
then the drug trade starts to look fairly attractive.

I think we know enough about children to know that they seek
stimulation. They are rigk-takers. They think they are invulnera-
ble. They have a lot of things going for them, but if there is no
outlet, if you can’t play ball, you can’t join a group or you can’t
have some outlet— I don’t know, I guess maybe the drug trade be-
comes very attractive at that point.

Mr. MiLNER. 1t is attractive because, number one, as you say,
most of the hustlers range from—and what I mean by hustlers, I
am talking about your hustlers out here doing it on a regular
basis—range fro.» 15 on up. The babies, which Detra deals with a
lot—as she says, she works for the Department of Recreation
OSAY program and a lot of the kids in the neighborhood—and
when I am saying “babies,” I am talking about your nine through
12—12 and on down—look up to Detra because Detra ta. s them
here, she counsels them, she buys them ice cream, all the things
that they are not getting at home, Detra supplies.

When you are dealing with your 15s and 16s, then you are deal-
ing with something different. They consider themselves grown;
they consider themselves, “I know what I'm doing,” so you have a
different tactic because you have the 19- and 20-year-olds who are
making the drug world look good to your 1£s and 16s. They come
up in the cars and they go—they are friends. But dealing with the
little ones, as you stated, once we get to our little ones, that will
leave out all the rest because the little ones are going to take the
place of the so-called “who wants to be a hustler; who doesn’t?”

Chairman MiLLER. You think, even in these difficult neighbor-
oods and circumstances, that there is clearly an o'})portunity there
to change the outcome of some of the younger kids
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Mr. MiLNer. Exactly, and it has been done. It has been done.
Most of the kids in the project homes, when they come to the pro-
gram, as I say, they have different options, school, tutoring. Instead
of being out there on the street corner watching the hustlers, they
have the option to go to shows that they would not have ordinarily
been able to see at the Kennedy Center. They have the option of
going to the basketball games, football games, anything that is
going to deter them from seeing the glory, glory from the hustler.

Believe me, you have a lot of concerned parents in the communi-
ty, a lot of them, and they are slowly but surely pulling together
because now that they see that one will stand up, then the others
stand up. Then, when yocu got another one standing up, then you
have another. Then you build an Army. That is what is happening
in the community, slowly but surely.

Chairman MiLLER. Thank you.

Any further questions by members?

Mr. MacHTLEY. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman MiLLER. Yes.

Mr. MacHTLEY. May I just follow up on that?

Are there some good, be it private or nonprofit organizations,
that you have seen that are really making a difference or any pro-
grams %hat set up role models that are really good, from the stand-
point of——

Mr. MiLNER. Yes, there are. There is one that I know of that has
done extremely well, and that is the program I work for.

Chairman MiLLER. Were you authorized to say that, Mr. Milner?
[Laughter.]

Chairman MiLLER. Thank you very much.

Detra, you can see that you have been very heipful to the com-
mittee with your personal experiences, and obviously, all of us—I
think I speak for all of the Members of Congress here, wish you
well and admire your courage aund your willingness to help out the
young children. We wish you the greatest success. We really appre-
ciate your being here very much. Thank you.

I would also say that I think that as people have an opportunity
to go back through the testimony, Detra laid down some rather re-
markable and dramatic lines about this problem in her community
that members ray be interested in taking another look at.

N xt, we will hear from a panel made up of Dr. Katherine Chris-
tc..el, who is a Fellow with the American Academy of Pediatrics;
and Dr. Gary Kleck, who is the Associate Professor, School of Crim-
inology from Florida State; Colonel Leonard Supenski, who is the
Chief of Crime Prevention Bureau, Baltimore County Police De-
partiment; Dr. Thomas Scalea, who is the Director of the Trauma
and Critical Surgical Care Unit, Kings County Hospital in Brook-
lyn; and William D. Weisenburger, who is the Assistant Principal
from Stonewall Jackson High School in Manassas, Virginia.

If you will come forward and take your places up at the table, I
think what we will do is we will take your testimony in the order
in which I have called your names and your entire written state-
ment will be made a part of the permanent record of this commit-
tee. The extent to which you can summarize—you can see that this
is generating a fair amount of questions here—will be appreciated
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and to the extent that you want to comment on previous exchanges
taken place, you should also feel free to do that.

Dr. Christoffel, we will start with you. Welcome, welcome to all
of you.

STATEMENT OF KATHERINE K. CHRISTOFFEL, M.D.,, FELLOW,
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, AND ATTENDING PHYSI-
CIAN, DIVISION OF GENERAL AND EMERGENCY PEDIATRICS,
CHILDREN’S MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, CHICAGO, IL, ON BEHALF
OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS

Dr. CHRISTOFFEL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

My name is Katherine Christoffel and I am a practicing pediatri-
cian in Chicago, Illinois, where I serve on the medical staff of Chil-
dren’s Memorial Hospital. In addition, I am a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics and a member of the AAP Comrmiitce
on Accident and Poison Prevention.

I appreciate the opportunity to eppear before you this morning
to discuss the alarming problem of children and firearms in our so.
ciety.

The Select Committee is to be applauded for focusing sharper
public attention on this devastating area of childhood injury.

I wear a number of hats. One of these is general pediatrician
and, wearing this hat, I am involved with firearm-injured children
in the eme=-gency room and after surgery. It is not difficult, unfor-
tunately, for me to remember many specific cases and I would like
to share a few of these with you.

One was a four-year-old boy whose young sister shot him while
they were playing with the family handgun. The bullet lodged in
his spine and he will never walk again.

One Sunday, a 16-year-old was brought to the emergency room
by ambulance. In the ambulance, mere minutes after he was as-
saulted with a bandgun, he had no palpable pulse. In the »perating
room, within half an hour of injury, he required about a dozen
units of blood because of internal bleeding.

A ten-year-old was very recently hospitalized, having been shot
while he and a friend were playing with the household handgun.
They were in a festive mood because it was the boy’s birthday. The
bullet penetrated his face and lodged in his brain and he is expect-
ed to be permanently disabled.

A one-year-old was playing in the living room while his father
was cleaning his childhood BB gun. The weapon fired, the BB pene-
trated the one-year-old’s skull, lodging in his brain. Surgery was re-
quired to remove the BB; the child’s ultimate outcome will not be
clear for years.

On New Year’s Eve a few years ago, a ten-year-old boy was han-
Aling the family shotgun. He did not realize that it was loaded and
it discharged, destroying his brother’s face. The shot lodged in the
base of his brain, causing his death. His organs were donated for
transplantation.

It has been more than ten years since a young patient of mine
saw his own father shot to death with a handgun, but 1 cannot
forget what the hoy said. It was Christmas time and I asked him
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what he wanted for Christmas. He said he wanted a bugle so he
could wake his daddy.

I hope this hearing can be a bugle call to wake this country to
the needless danger our children face by living in our gun culture.

When I learn that a gun-injured child will require my attention,
1 ask two questions. The first is, how bad is it; the second is, how
old is he? By knowing the child’s age, I can almost predict the cir-
cumstances in which he was injured. If he is under five, and it is
almost always “he,” the story will be that he was playing at home,
either his home or a friend’s or a relative’s, when he found a gun.
He may have thought it was a toy or may have thought it was real
but unloaded and began to explore it. The exploration may have
included pulling the trigger to see how it worked. Or perhaps it
was another child of similar age who did the exploring and the
trigger-pulling.

If the child is over five, the story will be similar, except that the
handling of the gun will have been fantasy play, in which the
shooter or the victim or both were tough guys in a fight, iust like
on TV. The pre-adolescents dare one another to be brave and shoot
or simply show off that they they can handle a gun.

If the child is adolescent, the gun injury is probably either a sui-
cide attempt or an assault. Very early in adolescence, by age 12 in
many areas, our boys graduate from toy gun play to the real thing,
aiming guns at themselves and one another with deadly outcome.

At each of these developmental stages, the presence of a gun in
the child’s environment invites behaviors that are appropriate to
that stage of development. (It is important to remember that 15- to
19-year-olds are not adults, even when they think they are, look
like adults and carry guns.) Unable to resist the temptation, chil-
dren give in to the invitation to handle the gun, but what they get
is not what they expected.

Another hat I wear is epidemiologist. The cases that I have men-
tioned to you cannot convey how many children are injured, only
that each and every one is a tragedy. The larger tragedy is that
there are so very many children who suffer gun-related injuries.

In 1987, gun injuries wero the fourth leading cause of uninten-
tional injury or death to children 14 and under. For inner city
black adolescent boys and young men, firearm injuries are the
leading cause of death. Many thousands of boys are carrying hand-
guns to school daily.

In 1987, more than haif of the 2500 murder victims ages 19 and
under in this country were killed with guns. The adolescent suicide
rate has tripled in the past three decades, making suicide the third
leading killer of teenagers. Guns are the leading method used by
teenagers to commit suicide.

With more than 30,000 overall firearm deaths each year in our
country, a large and steadily growing number of American chil-
dren are forced to confront the loss of gun-injured parents and
other loved ones. More have parents and relatives who are tempo-
rarily or permanently damaged by gun injuries.

Firearm injury victims also include the children who uninten-
tionally inflict firearm injury on others. The guilt they suffer is im-
possible to measure.
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The greatest tragedy in the facts which I have presented is that
firearm death and injuries should be among the most preventable
of all childhood injuries. Were guns not so readily available, most
of these deaths and injuries would be avoided because there is no
other weapon type that is anywhere near as deadly as firearms.

A third hat that I wear is chiid advocate. That is what prings me
here to speak to you today. The American Academy of Pediatrics
has as its motto, “Speak up for children.” We must speak up for
children because most children cannot speak up for themselves.

According to a recent Academy survey of its fellows, one in six
pediatricians across America treated a child for gun-relatad inju-
rics within the past year. Two-thirds involved handguns and two-
thirds of those occurred during unsupervised play with a gun found
in the household. Based on their experience, three out of four pedi-
atricians support more community efforts to enact gun control leg-
islation. In my opinion, these will need o be multi-faceted, compre-
hensive and far-reaching.

The carnage caused by guns among children and adolescents oc-
casionally receives media attention (today, in part, thanks to you).
However, systematic and sustained attention to the problem has
been lacking. Part of the reason for this is that data are generally
unavailable specifically concerning _:e involvement of children in
the gun epidemic, including unintentional as well as intentional in-
juries, fatal and nonfatal injuries.

Further, there is a lack of necessary detail, for example; about
age and circumstances, in the data that are available. An example
that came up already this morning is that we need to know where
the guns are coming from, the illegal ones as well as the legal ones.
Saying they are illegal doesn’t tell us where they came from. The
Academy urges Congress to take steps to ensure that detailed and
current records are collected and kept so that the situavion can be
properly assessed and steps can be taken to end the maiming and
killing of our children. Gunshot injuries should be reportable and
investigated, just as cases of measles and AIDS.

The Academy will sponsor a vwo-day forum on children ard guns
later this summer to begin to generate other specific viable public
policy options.

Pediatricians are prepared to support your leadership and that of
this committee to ensure that further preventable firearm deaths
and disabling injuries do not befall our children. No one can be-
lieve that the Founding Fathers, in crafting the 2nd Amendment,
intended to leave American children as vulnerable to firearm vio-
lence as they are tnday.

Thank you for your attention.

[Prepared statement of Katherine K. Christoffel MD, FAAP.
follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT oF KATHERINE K. CHRIsTOFFEL, M.D,, F.A.A P, FELLOW, AMER-
ICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, AND ATTENDING PHYSICIAN, DivisioN OF GENERAL
AND EMERGENCY PEDIATRICS, CHILDREN'S MEMORIAL HosprraL, CHICAGO, IL

Mr. Chairman, my name is Katherine Christoffel, M.D., and I am a
practicing pediatrician in Chicago, Illinois, where I serve on the
medical staff of Children’'s Memorial Hospital. In addition, I am
a Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics, and a member of
the AAP Committee on Acrcident and Poison Prevention. The Academy,
as you know, represents more than 38,000 pediatricians in the
United States who are dedicated to the promotion of maternal,
chi1ld and adolescent health. I especially appreciate the
opportunity to appear before you this morning to discuss the
growing problem of "children and firearms" in our society. The
Select Committee 1s certainly to be applauded for focusing sharper
public attention on this devastating area of childhood injury,
whizh too often goes unmentioned. Under the "cloak” of
Constitutional guarantees, our children are being hurt and are

dying.

I hope this hearing will mark the beginning of the end for this
disastrous Situation. No one can believe that our Founding
Fathers, in crafting the Second Amendment, intended to leave
American children as vulnerable to firearm viuvlence as they are
today. Thousands of children carry guns to school each year;
children have been killed in schools by handguns and i1n school
yards by semiautomatic weapons; major urban trauma centers are
reporting an increase of 300 percent in the numbers of children
treated for gunshot wounds; young children are being shot 1in

retaliation for the gang activities of their older siblings.
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Because of these developments, pediatricians have come to believe
that serious advocates for child safety cannot 1gnore the 1ssue of

guns.

At the outset, it should be noted that handguns are by no means
the only threat to American children For example, nonpowder
firearms (air rifles and BB guns, etc.) are a category of weapon
normally considered toys, but they are far too dangerous to
warrant such a benign description. The ammunition--steel BBs,
lead pellets or darts--can be fired with a velocity capable of

and kone.  Eye damdge is5 a frequent and serious
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result. BB guns and pellet weapons are available by catalogue and
in retail stores. They are advertised in magazines intended for

pre-teen children. The sale and use of these products are loosely
regulatad. But the threat they pose to children must be taken 1in

context.

And that context can be captured 1in a single word: handguns.
Handgun 1njury remains a major cause of morbidity and mortality in
American society, particularly among young persons. Large numbers
of children are affected by handgun violence through the loss of
fathers, brothers and other relatives. Young chilaren are
injured, and occasionally killed, in nandgun “"accidents.” Some
youny children and many adolesrents are murdered with handguns.
Like infant mortality, handgun violence in the United States 1s a

medical as well as a social problem. Because handguns are so

lethal, and because of their very limited ability to provide




42

personal protection, handgun 1injury in our judgment can pest be

reduced by making handguns less available. Handgun control cannot
reduce rates of crime or .nterpersonal assault, but it can reduce
the frequency and severity of injury arising from these situations

toward the much lower levels found in other countries.

The lamentably heavy involvement of children in the United States
handgun 1njury epidemic warrants the full involvemen*® of
pediatricians on their behalf--and the Academy 1s pledged to
precisely that. We will sponsor a two-day forum on children and
guns later this summer to begin to generate specific, viable
public policy options; we will hold a full-scale roundtable debate
of the issue at the American Academy of Pediatrics annual meeting
1n October; and we pledge to this committee that pediatricians
wi1ll provide you with support to galvanize appropriate public

attention--and action.

Surely 1t 1s high time. Our country 1s regrettably unique 1in the
western world 1in both gun violence and in the lack of limitations
on gun ownership and use. We have twice the number of gun
homicides and suicides as has Latin America, nearly five times
that of Canada and Europe. A resident of Seattle 1s five times
likelier tu be murdered with a handgun taan 1s a resident of

Vancouveyr, Just 140 miles to the north.

And children are not spared. Ten American children ages 18 and

under are killed every day in handgun suicides, homicides and
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«ccidents. Three or four times as many are wounded. One of every
25 admissions to American pediatric trauma centers 1s due to
gunshot wounds. In 1987 gun injuries were the fourth-leading
cause of unintentional-injury death for children ages 14 and
under. For inner-city black adolescent boys and young men,
firearm injuries are the leading cause of death. An estimated
135,000 boys carried handguns to school daily in 1987, and another
270,000 carried handguns to school at least once, based on a
recent survey of 11,000 students. Nearly 8.7 million children and
adolescents have access to handguns. Florida reported a
42-percent jincrease in gun incidents in schools during 1987-88,
and 86 percent of the guns that were traced came from the
students” homes. California schools reported a 43-percent
increase 1in student gun confiscations in middle schools, and a

50-percent increase in high schools over the past three years.

With roughly 33,000 overall firearm deaths each year in the United
States, a large and growing number of American children are forced
to confront the loss of a gun-injured parent or other loved one.
Added to this are the parents and others temporarily or
permanently damaged by gun injuries. The impact of such trauma on
children and their families has become too familiar to many
pediatricians, particularly those of us who live 1n cities. In
addition to the number of children who have suffered firearm death
or injury at their own hands, we must also consider the children
who dcc1dentally'1n£11ct firearm injury to others--the guilt such

a child would suffer for the rest of his or her life is impossible
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to measure.

In 1987 more than half of the 2498 murder victims ages 19 and
under were killed with guns. An estimated 23,900 were assaulted
with guns in 1985. 1In a study of 266 unintentjonal shootings of
children ages 16 and under, 50 percent occurred in the victims’
homes, and 38 percent in the homes of friends or relatives. In
almost half the cases, the handguns used were most often found 1n
beJdrooms. Easy access to loaded guns in the home 1s probably the
chief contributing factor in unintentional shootings of children
ages 14 and under. Nationally, more than 25 million households
own handguns, and about half of those surveyed aamit to keeping
them loaded. As a result, hundreds of times each year, children
playing at home find a handgun, they exploxe or play with it, then

the gun discharges and a child 1s seriously injured or killed.

When the youngest children are themselves the direct victims of
handgun violence, it is occasionally deliberate; more often it 1s
unintentional. In some instances the child is caught in the
crossfire of an adult argument or robbery: more often a child gets
hold of a gun that has been acquired by a family member as
protection from assault, and plays with 1t, unaware that it is
real and loaded. Since the purpose of buying the gun is poorly
gerved if it 1s under lock and key, the tendency i1s to keep it
readily accessible to deal with emergencies. That can--and
does--spell tragedy for many American childrer, reared as they are

with toy guns that are strikingly realistic in appearance.
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The adolescent suicide rate has tripled in the past three decades,
making suicide the third-leading killer of teenagers. Every 90
minutes, an American teenager commits suicide. Every three hours,
a teenager commits suicide with a handgun. Guns are the leading
method used by teenagers to commit suicide (60 percent), and nine
out of 10 attempted suicides involving handguns are completed. 1t
has also been reported that a suicidal teenager living in a home
with an easily accessible gun is likelier to commit suicide than

1s a suicidal teenager living in a home where no gun is present.

In the study of fatal unintentional 1njuries, boys were usually
both the victims (80 percent) and the shooters {92 percent). This
pattern of male predominance is seen for all gun injuries. Gun
play by young boys probably contributes to both firearm injury
during childhood and aiso the acquisition of the "gun habit, -
which is deadly. when reality mimics fantasy, there may bhe
danger. The visual similarities between toy guns, nonpowder
firearms, and powder handguns and rifles confuse not only
children, but adults as well. At times, children are fatally shot
by police, who understandably suspect them of criminel firearm use
when they are actually playing with toy guns. Colorful
lightweight plastic handguns may soon be produced; based on
manufacturer information, 1t appears that they wouid be marketed
to women and others who have thus far avoided guns. These new
toylike devices would compound perceptual confusion concerning

which guns are real, and also increase the presence of guns 1in
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children’s environments.

Fantasy of another sort contributes as well. Television and
movies accustom viewers to high levels of violence by portraying
the world as threatening, and depicting guns as solutions to
interpersonal and societal problems. By presenting an implausible
number of people surviving gunshot trauma with trivial results,
tke entertainment media minimize the dangers of gunplay and
desensitize children and adults to the enoxrmity of each death and

injury.

But the price we pay 1is not fantasy at all. In addition to lives
and anguish, firearm injuries cost money. The financial costs of
nonfatal injury include those of medical care, legal and social
investigations, and interventions. Interventions may 1include
supportive services to the family, rehabilitative services ox, in
some 1nstances, long-term institutional placement due to severe
sequelae. In a recent study at the hospital where { work, the
average hospital charges alone for 23 children hospitalized with
powder firearm injuries was more than $10,000. The costs of fatal
violence include as well forensic investigations, and the years of

potential life lost to the victims.

In keeping with our commitment to children, pediatricians, now
acutely aware of the deepeniry problems assoc:ated with children
and guns, are prepared to act. According to a recent Academy

survey of 1ts Fellows, fully one in six pediatricians across
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America has treated a child for gun-relatec yuries within the
past year. Of those injuries, 66 percent involved handguns.
Sixty-two percent of gun-related 1njuries occurred during
unsupervised play with a gun found 1in the household. Three out of
four pediatricians surveyed strongly agreed that community efforts
to enact gun control legislation should be publicly supported, and
a majority agreed that such measures would help reduce risks of

injuries or death to children and adolescents.

Prevention of firearm 1njury can occur at any one of several
points: manufacture/importation, sale/transfer, possession, and
use. O0f these, purchase and possession/storage are the ones most
amenable to pediatric antivipatory guidarce. Though itg
effectiveness has noct been evaluated, counseling of parents would
seem to be imperative if the household contains volatile or
depressed individuals, young children, or pre-adolescent boys.
Parents can be asked 1f they have or are thinking of acquiring a
gun, and the risks associated with quns 1in the home reviewed. 1f
guns are already in the home, and parents resist disposing of
them, the need to keep guns and ammunition separate can be

stressed.

Several other educational approaches to the primary prevention of
firearm injury have been proposed, including advice to parents by
physicians, training in hunting skills, and school-based programs
on the dangers cf guns. The hunting education approach 1s not

promising, as most child and adolescent fjirearm injuries

~r;
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(including most unintentional firearm 1njuries) are not related to
hunting. Cognitive approaches aimed at young children would
probably be counterproductive, as the safety gains are likely to
be minimal and any decreased adult vigilance (based on the
presumption of such gains) hazardous. Therxe is no evidence that
public education alone--in or out of the schools--has any impact

on gun violence.

pediatricians and other physicians can play a useful role 1n
seeking to reduce firearm violence. Their efforts cdn include
education (both directly, by discussing the importance of firearm
safety with parents, and indirectly, by conveying the same message
to the public at large), advocery (developing support for and
testifying on behalf of gun control legislationj), and support
(providing expertise and pressure to assure that education and
legislation can and will be translated 1nto the desired protective

actions) .

The greatest tragedy in the facts which I have presented 1s that
firearm deaths should be among the most preventable of all
childhood fatalities. Were guns not so readily availa*le, most of
these deaths would be avoided. We cannot pretend otherwise.

Some 4500 deaths, and between 13,500 and 22,500 firearm injuraies,

occur in this country each year, which we are asked to ignore

because of strong--and strongly ob)ectionable-- political
pressures. American families devastated by the loss of their

children to firearm violence deserve better leadexrship than that.
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The carnage caused by guns among children and adolescents
occasionally recerves media attention. However, systematic and
sustained attention to the problem has been lacking. Part of the
reason for this 1s that there is generally unavailable data
concerning the involvement of children 1n the gun epidemic, and
there 1s a lack of necessary detail in the data that are
avairlable. The Academy urges Congress to take steps to ensure
that proper records are kept, so that the gravity of the situatjion
can be properly assessed and steps can be taken to end the maiming
and killing of our children. Gunshot injuries should be

reportable, just as are cases of measles and AIDS.

Pediatricians are prepared to suppo:t your leadership, and that of
this committee, to ensure that further preventable firearm deaths
and disabling injuries do not befall our children simply because
we lacked the political courage to provide them the protection to

which they are entitled.
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Chairman MiLLEr. Thank vou.
Dr. Kleck.

STATEMENT F GARY KLFCK, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, SCHOOL
OF CRIMINOLOGY, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY, TALLAHAS-

SEE, FL

Dr. KLeck. Good morning.

The topic of the hearing has changed a little bit since I was first
invited to speak to it, so some of my written testimony, I would
say, is irrelevant to this morning’s proceedings, so I will skip on
the portion that concerned assault rifles, which I was told earlier
had been a concern. Briefly, the testimony indicated that the as-
sault rifle problem was largely a media creation. There was neither
a significant fraction of homicides or other crimes involving assault
r{}fles, nor was there any irdication of an increasing number of
them.

So I will confine my comments to the other portions of the testi-
mony which concerned gun violence among youth.

I was interested to hear Dr. Christoffel’s testimony. I had not
seen her written testimony before today, but it is characteristic of
medical and public health writing and testimony on the subject. A
lot of it is very vague and amorphous, slipping from discussions of
gun accider.s to suicides, to homicides, back and forth, talking
about all gun fatalities without referring to what kind are being
referred to.

_ome statistics will refer to children, -ome to adolescents, scme
to the two combined. If you want to maxke figures look large, you
include teenagers as if they are the same as children and so on.

We are told that gun accidents are the fourth leading cause of
unintentional deaths among children. If I were to come to you and
say that among fatal gun accident deaths, fatal gun accident
deaths were the leading cause of death, you would think I was an
idiot, but if you limit all deaths just to unintentional deaths, it is
true, for what it is worth, that fatal gun accidents are among the
leading causes of death, but the reality is they are extremely rare.
Children are not the primary victims of fatal gun accidents. The
primary victims are the same people who are the victims of inten-
tional gun violence; that is, they are adolescents and young adults.
They are people in the ages roughly between 15 and 29 or <o.

Children rarely are the victims of fatal gun accidents, «lthough
you would not get that impression from media accounts because it
is almost always regarded as, at minimum, a State wire service and
often a national wire service story when such an event occurs. We
are told this problem is an epidemic of gun violence of some sort.
The reality is gun violence across the board has been declining in
the United States, fortunately. This is a bright spot. I guess good
news is not really news—under current news standards, but, in
fact, both the overall homicide rates and the share of that homicide
problem which is attributable to guns has been declining in recent
years.

In particular, the rate of gun eccidents has been declining over
the years. It has declined dramatically. If you can call the problem
an epidemic, despite the fact that the trend is going in the exact




51

opposite direction and sharply downward, then the woru loses all
meaning. So what we have here is sel_ecti_ve use of statistics, odd-

ball, vaguely phrased claims, The reality is, for example, that the
number of fatal gun accidents involving children in 1974, child_ren

homicide which is committed by adolescents or children has de-
clined sharply. Suicide has never been a significant problem of the
very young; it is a problem of adolescence and basically the long-
term trend ir gun involvement among adolescent suicides has also
been downward, generally speaking. There are little blips upward
and downward in the trends, but no substantial long-term shift,

The estimated fraction of—zero- to 19-year-old suicides—well, the
zero- to 19-year-old suicides who have used guns in their suicides
was about 63 percent in 1979. It was about 59 percent in 1985. To
the extent that there is any trend at all, evidently young people
are preferring guns in suicides less than before,

There i8 no basis to indicate that gun control laws have been ef-
fective in reducing suicide, fatal gun accidents or homicides, either
among young people or other people, although I would have to
qualify that comment by noting very little of the research has been
very solid. It is not good research, but it certainly isn’t solid
enough to hold out any great optimism about being able to reduce
these problems through legislation.

Dr. Christoffel claims that gun accidents among children should
be an easily avoidable source of childhood death and morbidity and
I would suggest the.egact opposite. The greatest progress in reduc-

how help this problem, we see that the characteristic kind of gun
accident involving children involves a gun owned for defensive pur-
poses. It is a gun owned for a very powerful reason. It is a gun

may depend on retaining that gun, and not only retaining it, but
{etﬁixéing it in a very dangerous condition; that is, loaded and un-
ocked.

It would be 100 percent effective advice, if people took it, to keep
the guns unloaded and locked up separately from the ammunition
or, to do even better than that, get rid of the gun altogether. It is
indisputable there could not be any gun accidents without a gun or
without a gun that is loaded. But that is not advice that people
take and advice that people don’t take is no hetter than advice
which was bad.

The gun accident problem involves people living in low-income,
high-crime areas who have a very realistic crime problem to deal
with, and w'o accurately realize that they cannot rely on the
police for personal Protection, then, in their desperation, they turn
to the use of guns, the ownership of guns.

i
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It is not true that guns are useless for self defense. That is not
what criininological evidence indicates, and therefove, people are
not being irrational in acquiring guns for self defense. They are not
real good as a crime-prevention strategy. There isn’t much the
criminal justice system does to prevent crime and there is probably
only a rather modest effect of potential victims owning guns, but it
is not useless. When people use guns for self defense, they, geieral-
ly speaking, come out of it hetter than people who did not use guns
for self defense. They are less iikely to be injured and less likely to
lose their property in crime incidents where they use a gun for self
defense.

So given that people have a rational reason for keeping those
guns around in their homes and will continue to believe, no matter
what evidence indicates one way or another, that that is a good
thing to do, the onl kind of advice you can give people to prevent
these kinds of tragedies from happening is advice they are willing
to take, advice such as keep your gun with a trigger lock on it or
some similar device. It is impossible to discharge a firearm, acci-
dentally or intentionally, if you just keep the trigger lock on it. It
is an absolute 100 percent effective way of preventing a gun acci-
dent, and yet it doesn’t render the gun entirely useless for self dz-
fense. So that is advice that people can take and it is advice that
might well have an impact on gun accidents, both among children
and among older people.

There is a radio station in Florida which is giving away trigger
locks this weekend to any gun owner, any parent who wants one. I
suspect that is one of the most productive things that could be done
to prevent these kinds of accidents.

Thank you.

[Prepared statement of Professor Gary Kleck Ph.D., follows:]
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I have been asked to tastify about the involvement of guns in
youth violence, and to present relevant statistical data, with
special reference to semi-automatic rifles and fully autcmatic
wetpons. The bulk of the material to he presented has bean adapted
from a book I am writing on guns and violence.

Trende in Youth Romicide and Gun Involvement

I will begin by desoribing recent trends in youth killings,
focussing on homicide data hecause those are widely regarded as
the most reliable violent crime statistios availzble. Table 1
shows that the fraction of U.8. homicide arreets accounted for by
persons under aga 20 has been fairly etabie since 1974, fluctuating
between about 16 and 20 per cen*. The overall (all ages) homicide
rate per capita has generally declined since 1974: consequently,
the rate of homicides committed by youths has also been declining.
The youth homicide rate has recently increased since a lov point
in 1984, but is still well below the rate in 1974. (In this and
later tables, 1987 is the last Year referred to becauge the final
1988 FBI crime figures with gun type breakdowns had not yet been
publicly released at the time this testimony was prepared.)

Table 1A ahows the recent trends in youth involvement in
violent orime in general (homicide, rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault conbined)., The share of violent crimes accounted for by
youth has apparently declined somewhat over the past fifteen Years,
presumably at leaet partly due to a corresponding decline in the
fraction of the general population in the young &ges. There has
been little noteworthy trend in the per capita rate of youth
violent orime in the last five years, although there has been a
modest drop over the last fiftaen years.

Going back to Table 1, it also presents figures on trends in
the iavolvement of gquns in homicides in general, &nd among youth
honicides in particular. since 1574, the relative involvement of
guns in homicide (all ages combined) hae steadily declineds the
per cent of homicides wvhich involved guns decreased from about 70%
in 1974 to about 61% in 1987. Among homicides with victims under
age 20, the per cent involving guns declined from 1974 to 1983 and
then increased from 1984 through 1837, returning to roughly the
same level ae in 1974.

"Asgault Rifles® and U.S, Homicides

Paramilitary semiautomatic rifles (PSARa), popularly known as
"assault riflee," are shouider veapons vhich can fire only one shot
per trigger pull, but i.ajch feed another round into tha chamber
efter each shot is fired (i.e. are "auto-loading®). They are
directly derived or adapted from true assault rifles, which are
nilitary weapons capable of either semiautomatic fire (one shot per
trigger pull) or fully automatic fire (multiple shots por trigger

Q
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I have been asked to tastify about the involvement of guns in
youth violence, and to present relevant statistical data, with
special reference to semi-automatic rifles and fully autcmatic
wetpons. The bulk of the material to he presented has bean adapted
from a book I am writing on guns and violence.

Trende in Youth Romicide and Gun Involvement

I will begin by desoribing recent trends in youth killings,
focussing on homicide data hecause those are widely regarded as
the most reliable violent crime statistios availzble. Table 1
shows that the fraction of U.8. homicide arreets accounted for by
persons under aga 20 has been fairly etabie since 1974, fluctuating
between about 16 and 20 per cen*. The overall (all ages) homicide
rate per capita has generally declined since 1974: consequently,
the rate of homicides committed by youths has also been declining.
The youth homicide rate has recently increased since a lov point
in 1984, but is still well below the rate in 1974. (In this and
later tables, 1987 is the last Year referred to becauge the final
1988 FBI crime figures with gun type breakdowns had not yet been
publicly released at the time this testimony was prepared.)

Table 1A ahows the recent trends in youth involvement in
violent orime in general (homicide, rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault conbined)., The share of violent crimes accounted for by
youth has apparently declined somewhat over the past fifteen Years,
presumably at leaet partly due to a corresponding decline in the
fraction of the general population in the young &ges. There has
been little noteworthy trend in the per capita rate of youth
violent orime in the last five years, although there has been a
modest drop over the last fiftaen years.

Going back to Table 1, it also presents figures on trends in
the iavolvement of gquns in homicides in general, &nd among youth
honicides in particular. since 1574, the relative involvement of
guns in homicide (all ages combined) hae steadily declineds the
per cent of homicides wvhich involved guns decreased from about 70%
in 1974 to about 61% in 1987. Among homicides with victims under
age 20, the per cent involving guns declined from 1974 to 1983 and
then increased from 1984 through 1837, returning to roughly the
same level ae in 1974.

"Asgault Rifles® and U.S, Homicides

Paramilitary semiautomatic rifles (PSARa), popularly known as
"assault riflee," are shouider veapons vhich can fire only one shot
per trigger pull, but i.ajch feed another round into tha chamber
efter each shot is fired (i.e. are "auto-loading®). They are
directly derived or adapted from true assault rifles, which are
nilitary weapons capable of either semiautomatic fire (one shot per
trigger pull) or fully automatic fire (multiple shots por trigger
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pull, firing for as long as the trigger is held down ind there
unspent ammunition). Semiautometic rifles and handguns %“ave been
common civilian arms in the U.5. since before the First Werld War.,
PSARS differ from these earlier weapons only in appearance and in
the fact that they were adapted from military assault rifles.
Mechanically, unmodified PSARe are not significantly different from
the semiautomatic firearns that have been popular gince the early
years of the century.

Gun sales overall have bean declining since 1980, and rifle
sales have been dacreasing since 1976, based on domestic production
and importation figures from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Pivearns (BATF) (U.8. BATF 1973-~19837 Howe 1987). However, judging
from their increasing frominmce in gun stores and catalogs, FPSARs
have been gaining an ncreasing share of the rifle market in the
past dacade. TFor example, the well-known ' catalog
did not advertise any PSARS in its 197¢ igsue (although many other
semiautopatic guns wers included), but devoted 13 pages to such
weapons in 1987 issue. However, there are no hational data on the
nunber produced, sold or possesassd (BATF doas not break down rifla
totals as to whether they are seni-automatic), so we cannot gay how
much of an increase there has been. They still probably constftuto
a minority of rifle sales, as suggasted by the fact that there were
81 pages of the 1987 ! devoted to non-PSAR rifles,
compared to only 13 for PSARs,

Table 2 ghows that rifles have not bsen involvaed in a large
share of U.5. homicidas. T¢ the extent that there has been any
trend at all in this share in the past ten years, it hes been
generally downward. Both the number and per capita rate of rifle
honicides has been decreasing, By 1987, only 4.9 per cent of U.§.
homicides involved rifles of eny kind: therefore, this would be the
upper 1inmit on the share of kiilings involving PSARs, ever if all
of the rifle killings involved such weapons. A roasonable estimate
would be that, at most, perhaps a T:arter to a half of these, or
about 1-2 Ler cent of all U.8. homicides in 1987 involved PSARs.
A more p.ecise or authoritative estimate is not possible because
the national homicide data gathered by the FBI do not differentiate
subtypes of rifles.

For the same reason, it is impossible to say for certain
vhether the number of killings involving PSARs has significantly
increased nationally in recent years. It may huve done so, at
least to sonme slight degree, but, not withstanding the steady flow
of news media stories on PSAR-1inked crimes, I know of no hard
evidence to support such a claim. Since the share of homicides
invelving rifles of all types has declined slightly in the laet ten
years, in order for PSARS to clain any substantially growing ghare
of homicides, one would have to asaume sharply declining
involvenent of other types of rifles, if all of the figures are to
be consistent,

While FBI data covering U.S. homicices in the general
population do not differentiate killings by t of rifle involved,
their data on a special subset of homicides 40 provide more
detailed information of this gort. I refer to killings of police

b
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officers. It should be stressed that high powerad vcafona such as
PSARs probably account for a la—ver share of police killings than
of civilian killings because only the more powerful guns have a
substantial 1iklihood of killing & person wearing body armor, as
nost police do. Table 3 shows the recent trends in weapon use in
tolonigus killings of police officers, Out of over 500,000 sworn
officers in the nation, 73 were feloniously killed in 1987, 66 of
these involving guns, nine of them rifles. Killings involving
senmi~automstio rifles of any kind, paramilitary or otherwise, are
olaarly quite rare. Bven if all killings involving rifles with
calibers found in semiauto rifles did in fact involve semiauto
rifles, there weres at most eight such killings in the entire nation
1:1\ 1987. One of these eight cases involved a fully automatic
rifle.

Discuasing trends in events this rare is probably not very
meaningful, but for what it's worth, there is no indication of an
increase in these kinds of killings in recent years - there were
exactly as many in 1987 as thers had been five years earlier.
s8ince this is the period during which PSArRs were growing in
popularity, if they had increased the homicide risk for polioce
officers, this is the period when it should have been evident. It
is not. Table 3 also shows that tha number of police officers
feloniously killed has declined in recent years, as have the nurbexr
involving quns and, more specifically, the number involving rifles.
Handguns have always been the predominant weapon used to kill
police officers, just as is true of oivilian homicides (U.S. ¥FBI
1988).

As to trends in PSAR involvement in youth homicidee, there
again are no national data which would permit any authoritative
statement one way or the other. PSAR involvement in youth
homicides is very 1likely at least as rare as in homicides in
general, but vhether this involvement is increasing is impossible
to say.

In sum, although there is certainly greatly increased media
and police attention being paid to semiautomatic rifles, the
limited hard evidence available provides no reason to beliave there
has actually been any increase in violenoe involving such weapons.

Machine Guns and Weapous Converted to Fully Automatic Fire

The are no national data on crines involving fully-automatio
waapons (i{.e. capable of firing multiple rounds wi a single
trigger pull), wvhether guns originally manufactured as machine guns
or semi-automatic weapons convertud to fully sutomatio fire. The
best aveilable information portains to local areas 1ike cities or
counties, Miami/Dade County is an especially useful locale bacause
it is an extreme "upper ‘inmit" case. It is located in a state with
fairly lenient gun laws and is notorious for ite extraordinarily
high rate of drug trafficking activity and drug-related k:llings,
with "cocaine cowboys#" supposedly involved in almost daily machine
gun battles on the streets. If fully automatic weapons claim a
large ghare of honicides anywhere in the U.S., they surely should
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do 80 in Miami. The peak year for Dade County honicides was 1980,
during vhich there were 569 killings. The share of these killings
which were linked to drug-trafticking ("ripofts,* "burns, " killings
to control druz territory, fighting over drug proceeds, retaliation
for previous drug-related killings, robber es of drug dealers,
atc.) is extremely high in Dade County =~ 19.7 per cent, compared
to only 1.7 per cent of uy,s, homicides being related to "narcotics*
that same year (u.,S. FBI 1981)., Nevertheless, according to the
Dade c<mnt¥ Medical Examiner, only one per cent of Dada County
homicides involved a machine of any kind - 5 or possibly 6
cases out of 569 homicides (Tomb 1984). The corresponding fraction
for the U.5. as a whola is thus very likely to be well below one
per cent.

No one knows how many PSARs have been converted to fully
automatic tire. It is certainly possidble for a person with
sufficient skills and equipxent to do a conversion on almost any
PSAR. However, there is -no evidence that any significant number
of conversions are done by criminals (or by others for them) or
that any significant number of crimes are committed with such
weapons. Indeed, there is not even any anecdotal evidence hinting
that such events are comwmon, Evidently criminals either stiok
with non~automatio fire or, in the case of criminals like drug
snugglers, have access to %rue machina guns.

Stray Bullets and Innocent. Bystanders

Whila soms might dismiss the significance of PSAR an& machine
gun violence becausa so much of it appeare to involve drug
traffickers and other criminals killing one ancther, others stress
the risk of {nnocent bystanders being shot as & result of
indiscriminate, rapid-fira shooting in public places. Zvery
ordinary oitizen, {t is argued, is at risk of being accidentally
shot by a stray bullet fired from one of these weapons.,

such incidents do occur; howvever they appear to be extremsly
rare. Again taking Miami as a strong test case, I have examined
narratives of 569 Dade County homicides in 1980, 410 of which
involved firearns (see wilbanks 1984, PpP.193-374). X found only
four incidents of {nnocent bystanders being accidental 1y shot, only
one of these baing drug-related. It is unclear from the case
narratives yhether any of the four involved an automatic weapon.,
Nona of the cases involved a youth - the youngast victim yas 32.
Thus even in a countv which vas probably the drug violence capital
of the nation, cases of innocent bystanders accidentally killed in
drug-related gun battles were virtually nonexistent.

Gun Involvement in Youth Suicides

Shooting is the most common method used in U.s. suioides,
accounting for 60 per cent of suicides in 19¢5 (the latest year
for which complete figures have been published), children rarely
cormit suicide, but adolescents do (although not at as a high a
rate as older people). Table 4 shows that older adolescents (age




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

58

15-19) are elightly mors 1ikely than average to usé guns in
suicide, while the small number of 10-14 year-olds are slightly
less 1°kely than average to use guns. However, there is very
little pronounced pattern in gun use by age.

Table 4 also indicates that, after increasing in the 1970's,
the fraction of suicides using guns levelled off at about 59 per
cent in the early 1580's for the entire population, while armong
young people it has declined slightly from z peak of 63 per cent
in 1979 to 59 per oent in 1985. There was e slight upturn in the
per cent of youth sujoides involving guns from 1984 to 1985,

Childran_and Gun Accidents

About five por cent of gun-linked deaths in the U.S. are fatal
gqun accidents (FGAs). The image of a small child f£inding his
parents' gun and killing himself or a playmate is an emotionally
powerful one. Such events ara a comxon concern of advocates of
stricter gqun control, who lay special stress on the risks of gun
accidents to children (e.g. Yeager et al. 1976, p.4). Accidents
of this sort can more easily be blamed on the mere avajilability of
guns per se, rather than to correctable problens with how they are
handled, since all swxall children are assumed to be irresponsible
by adult standards and therefore cannot be taught safety
precautions with the same assurance of effectiveness as would be
the case with teenagers or adults. It can be arqued, than, that
this sort of risk applies to all households with guns and snmall
children, not Jjust those with unusually irresponsible older
persons.

Table 5 shows the distribution of FGAs by age of victim and
gun type involved. Regardless of how "small child" is defined, it
is clear that FXGAs rarely involve small children. The victins of
FGAs, like the victims and perpetrators of intentional homicides,
are concentrated most heavily arong teenagers and young adults.
Only 122 children under the age of ten and 45 under the age of tive
were killed in accidents officially classified as FGAs. I estimate
that handguns were involved in 61 of the deaths of children under
ths age of ten, and in 24 of chose younger than five.

Table 6 shows the trends in U.S. FGAs. They have beon
steadily declining since 1967, and other than a brief but sharp
upward turn around 1967, the long-term trend in FGA rates has been
downward at lecsot since 1940. This has been true even during
periods of sharply increasing gun sales, like the 1967-75 period.

Table 7 shows the recent trends in FGAs with young victims.
It indicates the same pattern as Table 5 did for total FGAs ~ the
nunber and rate of young people dying in FGAs has been declining
since 1974. This is especially pronounced for small children
(under age 10). The ONly noteworthy exception to these general
patterns was an increase among 5-14 year-olds from 1986 to 1987.
It is too soon to tell if this signals a lasting reversal of the
previous long-term d-wnward trend.

The Auther's Policy Prefoxences

6.
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In the {interests of full disclosura, I am on record as
supporting a gun 1icense lav gimilar to the sort Tllinois has. 1In
Ordar t0 buy oOr otherwise acquire a firearm of any kind, either
fron a licensed dealer or from a private gource, or to possess a
tiresrm, a parson would have to gat a gun Owner's license. The
licenye would not ba fssued until & thorough criminal racords
saarch indicated no prior convictions for a falony or violant
misdameanor. I mes 1ittle utility in registration of firsarns,
vaiting periods (apart from the record checks usually linked with
them), or added or nandatory penalties for compitting crimes with
& gun. Ce~tainly there is no body of credible rasearch indicating
thase neacures reduce violent orime.

Regarding the istense current concern over sexi-autonatic
rifles, in my judgement this is s ninor sideshow issue, much 1ike
the debates over Teflon "cop-killer" bullets and plastic Txns.
The gun violence problem is almost entirely one involving ord nary
handgune, rifles and shotguna of the sort that have been around for
many decades and which are owned by millions of Americans,
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Table 1. Rocent Trends in Youth Homicides and

Involvement
Est.
Hemicide % Houicide  Hom. t of homicides involving a gun

Rate, Arrasts, Rate, Victins
victins
Yoar All ages Age 0-19 Age 0-19 All Ages Agde 0-1% Age 10-19
1974 9.8 20.85 2.01 69.9 55.2 66.8
1875 9.6 19.9 1.9 67.7 52.1 65.0
1976 8.8 19.5 1.71 65.6 50.4 64.0
1977 8.8 19.5 1.72 64.3 48.3 60.9
1978 9.0 19.1 1.72 65.4 48.8 63.1
1979 9.7 19.1 1.84 65,1 49.8 60.6
1980 10.2 19.4 1.93 64.6 50.4 62.2
1981 9.8 18.2 1.79 64.5 49.5 62.9
1982 9.1 18.2 1.65 62.1 47.5 61.58
1983 8.3 17.4 1.44 60.2 48,7 60.5
1984 7.9 16.0 1.37 60.9 46.7 60.7
1985 7.9 17.4 1.38 60.9 49.2 64.0
1086 8.6 18.1 1.55 61.3 48.7 64.7
1987 8.3 20.0 1.65 61.5 53.0 68,3

sources: U.S. FBI (1975-1938).
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Table 1A. Recent Trende in Youth Involverent in violent crime

%t violent Crit  Arrasts violent crimee per 100,000
Year under Agc 15 © .Jer Age 18 Total Under Age 15 ynder age ig*

1974 6.4 22.6 461.1 29.5 104.2
1875 6.5 23.1 481.5 31.3 111.2
1976 6.1 22.0 459.6 28.0 101.1
1977 5.7 21.0 466.6 26,6 98.0
1978 5.8 21.4 486.9 28.2 104.2
1979 5.2 20.1 535.5 27.8 107.6
1980 4.7 19.3 596.6 28.0 115.1
1961 4.8 18.5 594.3 28.5 108.9
1982 4.5 17.2 571.1 25.7 98.2
1983 4.7 16.8 537.7 25.3 90.3
1984 4.9 16.8 539.2 26.4 $0.6
1985 4.9 16.8 556.0 27.2 93.4
1986 4.1 15.4 617.7 25.3 95,1
1987 4.3 15.4 609.7 26.2 93.9
Sources: u.S. PRI (1975~1988)

Notes:

in the indicated age group per 100,000 (all ages) population,

O

CRIC 20-423 0 - 89 - 3

3. These rates were calculated by nultiplying the per cent of arrests which
Pérsons in a given age group accounted for, timee the Total violent crire
rate. They ropresent the the estimated violent crimes comnitted by persons
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Table 2. Racent Trende in thle'ﬂonicides
Zstimated [Est. Riflo

Total & Homicidee Rifle Homicides per
Year Homicides with rifle Hemicidee 100,000 population
1974 20710 5.3 1036 0.49
1978 20510 6.4 1231 0.58
1976 16780 6.4 1127 0.52
1977 19120 6.4 1.47 0.53
1978 19560 6.4 1250 0.57
1979 21460 5.7 1222 0.55
1980 23040 5.7 1304 0.%8
1981 23520 5.3 1194 0.52
1982 21010 5.8 1316 0.53
1983 19310 4.9 946 0.40
1984 18690 5.0 934 0.40
1988 18980 5.2 987 0.41
1986 20610 4.6 948 0.39
1987 20100 4.9 988 0.40

Source: U.S. FBI (1988)

Notes: Published FBI figures have been adjusted to correct for the fact that
their "% rifle" computations failed to exclude homicides where the weapon
type vae not steted, theredy effectively treating them as if they were ali
non-rifle cases, a possibility which is highly unlikely. The numbers
reported above derive from a procedure vwhereby homicides involving firearms
where the gun typs was unstated were allocated proportionally a=ross gun type
categories and homicides with unknown weapon typee wera excluded from
computatione,

6
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Table 3. Lav Enforcensnt officers Killed, By wWeapon Type

With Rifles of Possible
Yoar Total X{lled With Guns With Rifles Seomi-auto caliber®

1982 92 82 17 8
1983 80 74 12 8®
1984 78 66 9 2
1985 78 70 3 3
1986 €6 62 8 c
1987 73 66 9 8¢

Bources: 1982 to 1987 issues of Lﬁx_xnzgxggngng_gxgjggxa_ -
Killed and Assaulted_

(U.S. FBI 1983-1988).
Notes:

a. These are rifles with calibers that seni~automatic rifles can be
found {n (.22, .223, .308 (7.62 mm) , 9 en righds ,¢Bera(
caliber was not reported), regardless of whether they had a nilitary
appearance or lineage.

b. Includas one case cf a fully autonmatic ,45 caliber subnachi{negun.

C. Data missing because relevant report was not avajlable to

author.

4. One of these eight casee involved a fully automatio .223 culiber rifle.

»
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Table 4. Recaent Tronds in Gun® Uss in Suicides Involving
Young Victins

Ags
10-14 18-19 0-19° All Ages
Year Total & Gun Total & Gun Total § Gun Total % Gun

1974 187 $0.3 1489 59.9 1677 58.8 25683 55.9
1975 170 $1.2 1594 60.0 1764 59.2 27063 55.0
1976 158 41.1 1556 58.5 1719 56.8 26832 54.9
1827 188 48.9 1871 62.6 2061 61.3 28681 56.1
1978 181 58.9 1686 62.9 1839 62.5 27294 56.4
1979 151 55.6 1788 63.5 1940 €2.9 27206 57.2
1980 139 86.1 1797 63.1 1939 62.6 26869 57.3
1981 163 55.8 1770 63.3 1937 62.6 27596 58.5
1582 198 57.0 1730 63.2 1930 62.5 28242 58.6
1983 195 52.8 1677 62.4 1882 61.1 28295 58.7
1984 228 51.1 1692 58.9 1924 57.9 29286 58.4
1985 275 50.5 1849 60.4 2127 59.1 29453 9.0

Sour:e: U.£. NCHS (1977-1988).

Notes:

s. For 1978 and earlier, the figures include a small number of suicides by
explosives. Only seven of 15,558 "firearms and oxplosives® sulclides in 1979
involved explosives.

b, Figures in this c<olumn include a small number of suicides under age ten,

not shown meparately because there are usually fewer than a half dozen aach
year.

Q 6 N
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Table 5. Fatal Gun Accidents by Agae of victim and Gun Type,

U.S. 1980
SuD Type
Hunting Military other

Age Handgun Shotgun Rifle rirearms {flare) Unspec. Total
under 1 month ] (] 0 1 1
1-11 months 1 (] /] 1 2
1 year 1 2 0 1 4
2 years 3 2 1 1 7
3 4 1 2 11 18
4 4 2 1 6 13
5=-9 17 13 7 40 77
10-14 25 46 17 106 194
15-19 58 50 28 1 237 690
20-24 47 39 17 1 227 331
25-29 34 26 15 166 241
30-34 38 21 9 106 174
35=39 17 12 6 72 107
40-44 4 11 3 64 82
45-49 4 13 8 57 82
50-54 11 7 1 33 ¥
55-59 7 9 5 k2] 55
60-354 5 7 4 29 45
65-69 6 6 3 25 40
70-74 ] 4 1 16 21
7%-7% 1 6 1 13 21
80-84 1 4 [} 7 12
85-89 1 2 [} 1 4
90-94 [} [} 1 [} 1
95 and over 0 (1] (] (1] 0
not stated 0 0 [} 1 1
Total 289 283 130 [} 2 1255 1959

Gun Accidents by Gun Type, age groups, children only
Gun Typa Known to be Estimated

Age Group Total Type unknown Type Known Handgun Total Handgun
under S 45 21 24 13 24
5-9 77 40 37 17 37
10-14 194 106 88 25 55
under 10 122 61 61 30 61
under 15 316 149 5 116

167 -]

Notas: Military firearns includes army rifle and machine gun. Hunting
rifle includes any nNonmilitary rifle, but not air rifles or BB
guns. Hardguil {ncludes pistols and revolvers. Age refers to age
at last birthday (except for infants) of victinm.

Source:  Analysie of the Mortality petail computer tape for 1980, National
Center for Health statistics (1983) .Table 6. Trends in Fatal Gun
Accidents, U.S. 1940-1982

[
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Table 6. Trsnds in Fatal Gun Acclidents, 1940-1985

Deaths Due to Accidontal Discharge of Firearm

Rato per
100,000 Firearnms
Self- Other-inflicted Resident Owned per

Year Total inflicted* (%) and Unspecified Population 1030
pop.

1940 2390 1.80 n.a.
1945 2454 1.84 N.a.
1950 2174 1.43 381
1955 2120 1.28 308
1960 2334 1.30 431
1965 2344 1.21 462
1967 2896 (peak) 1.47 492
1969 2309 568 (25) 1741 1.18 532
1970 2406 s23 (23) 1883 1.18 549
«971 2360 524 (22) 1836 1.14 567
1972 2442 538 (22) 1904 1.17 588
1973 2618 516 (20) 2102 1.24 610
1974 2513 512 (20) 2001 1.18 637
1978 2380 520 (22) 1860 1.10 657
1976 2059 448  (22) 1611 0.95 678
1977 1982 450 (23) 1532 0.90 697
1978 1806 384 (21) 1422 0.81 716
1979 2004 0.89 720
1980 1955 0.86 736
1981 1871 0.82 753
1982 1757 0.76 767
1983 1695 .72 -
1984 1668 0.71 -
1988 1649 0.69 A

Sources: Deaths- U.S. National Center for Health Statistics (and

predecessor agencies), 1943-1984; Population astimates- U.5, Bureau of
Census, 1983b:6; Guns owned- Cunulation of production and import
figures, Kleck (1984:112) and Trends (1984:26-29).

Note: This table indicates 1,933 fatal gun accidents for 1960, a count of
reaident deaths only, to maintaln comparability with other yoars. All
other table: cover all deaths, including four nonresident dcaths, for
a total of 1,939 fatal gun accidents.

*Gun accident deaths wero soparatoly olassifiod as solf-inflicted only while
tha eighth rovislon of the Intornational Classification of Discacce was in
use, 196%-197s.

23]
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Table 7. Recent T-.nds in Fatal Gun Accidents
Involving Young victims

victin Age

Total Total,
Year 0-4  5-9 10-14 1s-19 0-19 All ages
1974 8s 142 308 476 1008 2513
1878 n 120 304 428 923 2380
1976 6l 104 263 362 790 2059
1977 48 104 240 390 782 1982
1978 52 87 210 320 669 1806
1979 57 87 220 384 726 2004
1980 45 77 194 373 689 1955
1981 51 64 183 306 604 1871
1982 44 81 15¢ 271 550 1756
1983 40 45 158 261 504 1698
1984 34 66 187 265 552 1668
1985 43 58 177 241 519 1459
1986* 30 47 143 252 472 1600
1987* 30 62 188 201 481 1400

Sources: U.S. NCHS (1988 and earlier); Miller (1989) for 1986 and
1987 figures.

Notea:

a. These are preliminary tigures, rounded to the nearsst ten and
provided by the National Safety council (NSc). NsSc groups 5-9 and
10-14 year olds together, and 15-19 and 20-24 year olds together,
80 counts for the categories used above Were produced by aliocating
the NSC counts across the separate age categories in accordance
with the more detailed age distribution data available from NCHS
for 198%. For exanple, 24.7 per cent of 5-14 year-old cases wgre
in the s-9 ?roup in 1985, so the N5C-supplied figqure for s-14 of
190 dsaths in 1986 was pultiplied by 0.247 to yield an eatimated
47 5-9 year-old deaths in 1986.

~¥
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Chairman MiLLEr. Thank you.
Colonel.

STATEMENT OF COL. LEONARD SUPENSKI, CHIEF, CRIME PRE-
VENTION BUREAU, BALTIMORE COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT,
BALTIMORE, MD

Col. SupenskL. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the
committee. I am Colonel Leonard J. Supenski, from the Baltimore
County Police Department’s Crime Prevention Bureau, which I
command. This Bureau, by the way, encompasses all of the youth
services, crime preventicn, crime reduction, police athletic, drug
abuse resistance programs and comnmunity services.

I thank you this morning for the opportunity to speak to the
committee on the impact and the effect of firearms in our commu-
nity and on law enforcement, and more importantly, what can be
done to mitigate these destructive capabilities.

Let’s make it clear, and I want to emphasize, Dr. Kleck’s testimo-
ny notwithstanding, that we are talking about firearms of violence
and not just criminal use, but noncriminal violence as well, vio-
lence associated with firearms’ misuse and abuse, accidents, sui-
cides, et cetera.

First of all, let’s face it, we love our guns in this country, espe-
cially handguns. Don’t believe it? Watch television, go to the
movies. I defy you to watch two hours of TV and not see the gun as
a prominent tool or prominent part, a leading part, in many cases.
The same thing in the movies. Ary three out of five.

Guns are everywhere in our society. Adults collect them, they
want them to protect themselves. Recreational shooters—and by
the way, I am a recreational shooter, a former NRA member and
owner of several firearms and a parent of a 14-year-old boy. They
use them legitimately.

Children want them to impress other kids. Guns are magnets to
kids. It is cool. “It i8 cool to carry,” as they say.

Because of this, the demand for firearms has grown dramaticaliy
in this country and the supply has more than kept pace. In this
country today, approximately, we have 60 million handguns, and
growing; 140 million rifles and shotguns, mostly in suburban and
rural areas, and growing; a million assault weapons, with the po-
tential for more growth. That is over 200 million personally owned
firearms in this country, the world’s largest private arsenal.

One out of every two households has at least one such weapon.
Handguns are now an urban phenomena. General firearm owner-
ship is heaviest in rural and suburban areas.

Most of these weapons, and particularly handguns, are pur-
chased not for sporting use, but for protection. Manufacturers, fol-
lowing the demographics, have now aimed their sales to women,
who head up most single-parent households. That is about one-
quarter of their new markets.

One handgun is manufactured every 19.5 seconds. With that
many weapons around, something is bound to happen and it has.
150,000 handguns are stolen each year. That is about 700 a day, of
which we get back less than 10 percent.
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Let’s face it, the bad guys get their guns from the good guys. We
supply—we supply the black market. Drugs haven’t created a black
market for guns; a ready supply of stolen guns is the reason why
we have a black market. The nore guns, the bigger that black
market.

About 25,000 people each year die in this country from firearms-
related deaths; many, many thousands more are injured, and the
statistic that I got into this business because of is that one child
under 14 years of age in this country dies each day from an acci-
dental handgun shooting and that is an abomination.

As a handgun owner and user and shooter, I am telling you that
that is almost criminal.

Purchased for protection, the safety they provide is indeed para-
doxical. Pathetic, isn’t it?

The Zimmering study in Chicago, where he talked about people
who resist robberies, the reason why people buy guns, is an inter-
esting result. What we find is that those people who resist robber-
ies are 49 times more likely to be killed than those who don’t. That
is some protection, isn’t it?

Two-thirds of all teen suicides, the second leading cause of death
between 13 and 18 years of age, are by handguns. If you are black,
then homicide replaces suicide as the second leading cause of death
and you have about a one in 400 chance of not even seeing your
40th birthday. That’s tragic, isn’t it?

What we have heard before is that these statistics aren't really
significant.

Dr. Cristoffel painted a real picture of tragedy. Dr. Kleck would
have us believe that it isn’t so bad. Unfortunately, the gun lobby
continues to use their statistics like a drunk uses a lamppost, for
support, not enlightenment.

The problem is isolated only in certain areas of this country, we
have heard. Is that right? Wrong. T come from a typically large
suburban area, Baltimore County, to your north, 610 square miles
in size, population of 670,000 people, 80 percent white and we have
everything in there from the heavy industry to horse country
within our borders.

However, let me tell you just about a recent 10-month period in
Baltimore County. Forty-four people with handguns are killed,
about one a week. Two hundred and fifty-eight people are assaulted
with handguns, about one a day. Five hundred and twenty-nine
robberies with handguns, about two a day. Twenty-seven attempted
robberies with handguns, 16 rapes with handguns, 14 people acci-
dentally shot with handguns, 365 handguns were stolen. That is
typical of a suburban county. This is where everybody moves from
when they are trying to leave the problems in the urban area and
it is getting worse. The saddest part is those statistics are typical.
They are repeated all too often across the country. So is the
impact.

Communities suffer; fear is pervasive. Trust and belief in your
neighbors is gone. People who are frightened insulate themselves.
They don't talk to the police or anyone, for that matter. They re-
treat behind their bolted doors. It is frustrating to police. We find
it very hard to help.
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Nothing is spared. Our schools are no longer safe havens. They
are armed camps. Metal detectors are beginning to become stand-
ard operating procedure. Intrusive searches are commonplace.
Armed police patrol outside, armed guards inside. The fist fights of
ten years ago are gun fights of today.

Orwell, at his best, could not have envisioned anything more
frightening.

As an aside, in my own county, again this typically suburban
county, the last two students that we have had in our school
system expelled for carrying handguns were sixth-graders and they
didn’t get them from the black market; they got them from home.

Doors #-e chained and locked not to keep students in, but to keep
armed violence out. Parents dread a phone call from the principal,
not because their child has failed cut, but because he was carried
out.

The neighborhood is even more dangerous. Gang fights have
proven deadly not only to the participants, as we heard the young
lady say earlier today, but to bystanders who are caught in this
deadly crossfire.

A location which is no longer confined to the urban alley and
back street, it is now in the suburban mall and in the Main Street.
A recent Justice Department study, 1988, said that most violent
crime now is committed in rural and suburban West, about 30 per-
cent of it, not the heavily urban Northeast, about 19 percent of it.
By the way, that just happens to be where you have the heaviest
amount of gun ownership.

Knives are out. Nine-millimeters are in. Clubs have been re-
placed by Colts; bats by Berettas. Death is automated, fast and in-
discriminate. State of the art weaponry proliferates. Technology
seems to be running amok.

Law enforcement must deal with this carnage. Daily, we walk
through the blood. We live with guns. We kill with guns. We are
killed by guns. I am here to tell you that there is no group in this
country that better knows the impact of misuse of firearms, crimi-
nal and otherwise, than police do.

This is not to say that the situ.tion is hopeless. Drug-related
crimes can decrease, but they can decrease only if we attack the
demand side as well as the supply side. Stronger penalties, yes,
th%thill help, but they are always after the fact, after the funeral.

at we need are reasonable controls on firearms, and I say
“reasonable means,” backed with realistic education aimed at re-
ducing firearms misuse, abuse and violence. That is why in Balti-
more County, we created our Handgun Violence Reduction Pro-
gram. We launched it after two years of planning in May of 1988
and we hope we are going to reduce handgun violence by increas-
ing awareness of the dangers of handguns among the handgun-
owning public, those who don’t own a handgun, but who would like
to own a handgun or who are thinking about it, and those who do
not own one and have never thought about it one way or another.

This program is an intensive 33-month education campaign that
focuses on these three segments.

Handgun owners: basically what we are talking about is safe, re-
sponsible ownership. Dr. Kleck was right when he talked about you
could save a lot of lives if you only used a lock, but most people
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don’t even think about that? Why? Because most people who buy
primarily handguns don’t even think about what responsible own-
ership entails. It is fear that drives them and it is fear that says to
them, “If I buy this gun and take it home, 'm going to be safe.” It
is like a talisman. I put around my chest and it is going to ward off
evil spirits. Unfortunately, it doesn’t quite happen that way.

Most of the people who own handguns today, about 80 percent,
don’t know the muzzle from the hammer. They buy it; they load it;
they take it home; they stick it in the drawer. That is it. It is acces-
sible; it is ready, and when you are talking about unintentional
firearms violence, suicides and accidents, the key indicator is the
readily available, accessible loaded handgun in the home.,

The second phase of the program deals with risk and responsibil-
ity of handgun ownership, including legal, psychological, and prac-
tical owmerships. It asks potential buyers, “Have you really
thought the decision through?” Most people never consider, never
congider what gun ownership means. For instance, they never ask
themselves the key question, “Can I kill somebody?” “Sure,” we
say, “no problem. If my life is threatened, I can kill someone.”

Let me tell you something, 75 percent of all cops who kill some-
one in the line of duty are off this job in five years because they
couldn’t handle the trauma associated with taking someone’s life.
And we train them and we screen them psychologically for that.
How much more so somebody who has never even thought about it
or, worse yet, “I don’t want. to kill anybody, I just want to scare
them. T'll shoot them in the hand and Il wound them.” They
should be that good.

Most ple never even ask themselves, “Can I skilliully use a
weapon?” A handgun is the most difficult firearm to master and I
have been at it for 30-some years and I can attest to that as a certi-
fied marksmanship instructor.

They never ask about the laws. How many times have you heard,
“Well, if you shoot them, drag them back in”? Makes a lot of sense,
doesn’t it? Let me tell you something, the make-my-day attitude
won’t, not legally. You ‘will lose everything in terms of liability
{._};at you were trying to defend, if, indeed, you don’t lose your own
ife.

Now, let’s talk ahout the last phase, because that is really the
reason why we are dewn here and that is guns and kids. We have
developed, through the cooperation of the Baltimore County School
Systems, a comprehensive K through 12 effort to reach our kids,
and basically what we are trying to do is to educate parents by
educating the kids first.

In phase one, when you talk about locks, that is wonderful. That
is child-proofing the gun. That works really good It does, it really
works well. But what about when it is your kid in somebody else’s
house with somebody else’s gun? How many of us have ever asked,
“The home that my children visit, is there a gun there? Is it acces-
sible? Is it loaded? Can they get their hands on it?”

I will tell you something, I have been in this business for 25
years, been around guns 30 years, and never thought about that,
ng(\)rer thought about it. That is what we want kids to start thinking
about.
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The usual scenario, two kids, a basement, a rainy day, a 22 and a
funeral.

We want to talk about alternatives to violence, especially kids
using guns. It is not enough to tell kids that guns are wrong be-
cause guns have legitimate and illegitimate purposes. You have to
acquaint them with the reality of their actions. Kids believe they
are immortal. They don’t think about death. They never do.

But what we want them to start thinking about is congequences
of their stupidity in many cases and, more importantly, what hap-
pens when they use the gun as their first resort. There are options
te resolving conflicts short of seeking use of a handgun. Not in our
popular entertainment. There the first and almost exclusive
method of resolving complaints is pull a gun out.

So hopefully what we are going to do is gun-proof our kids and
the last thing we want to d» is get a message across and we will do
this in the schools and outside the schools using public service mes-
sages, and that is to try to get the message across that the young
lady first spoke about earlier when Detra talked about why kids
want to carry guns. The message we want to deliver is it is not cool
to carry. There are consequences attached.

The CHAIRMAN. May I ask you to sum up here, because I want to
make sure we have time for other witnesses.

Col. SupENSKI. You just have my testimony.

[Prepared statement of Col. Leonard J. Supenski follows:]
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PREPAPED STATEMENT Or CoL. LEONARD J. SUPENSKI, CHIEF OF THE CRIME PREVEN-
TION BUREAU OF THE BarTiMORE COUNTY PoLicE DEPARTMENT, BALTIMORE, MD

Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and members of the Ccrmittee, I am

Colonel Leonard J. Supensxi, Chief of the Crime Prevention Bureau of the
Baltimore County Maryland Police Dupartment. On behalf of Chief Cornelius
J. Behan, I thank you for the opportunity to speak to the Committee about
1) the impact and affect of firearms on our communities and on law enforce-

ment and, 2) what can be dong to mitigate their destructive capabi” ‘ties,

Let's face it = we love our guns! Especially, handguns. Den't believe it?
Watch T.V. Go to the movies. Guns are every 1were in ocur society. Aduits
collect them (They "get 'em to protect them"). Recreational shooters use
them legitimately. Children want them to ixpress other kxids - it'a "cocol
to carry" as thay say. As a result, demand for firearms has grown Zramatic-
ally. In the United States - there are aporoximatelyt
o 60,000,000 handguns
o 140,000,000 rifles snd shotguns
) 1,000,000 asasult weapons
With over 200,000,000 personally owned firearms, America representa the
world's largest private arsenal. One out of svery two households have at
least one auch weapon, Handquns are now an urban phenomenon. Most are
purchased not for sporting use, but for "Protection.” Manufacturers follow
the demographics. Twenty-five percent of all new salea are to women, most
of whom head up singlo parent houscholds. One handgun {s manufacturered
every 19% seccnds. With that many weapons around something is bound to
happen - and it has:
© 150,000 handguns are stolen each year. About 700
sach day. Less than 10 percent are recovered. The
bad guys get their guns from the good gquys. TIronic,
fan't {t?

O
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About 25,000 people die each year, Many thousands

more are injured. Cne child under 14 years of ege

dies each day in this country from an accidental handgun
shooting. Purchased for protection, the safety they
provide 18 irdeed paradoxical. Pathetic, isn't it?
Two-thirds of all teen suicides {the second leading
cause of death of those between 13 and 19 years of age)
are by handguns. If you're black, then the homicide
replaces suicide as the second leading cause of death
and you'll have a 1 in 400 chance of not seeing your

40th birthday. Tragic, isn't it?

Is this problom isolated to only certain areas of the county? No. I

come from a typically large suburban area. Baltimere County is 610 square

miles in gize.

It has a populetion of 670,000 pecple., It is 80 psrcent

white and has everything from heavy industry to horse ctuntry within its

borders

were:
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owever: in Baltimore County: in a recent ten month pericd: there

44 people killed with handguns (ebcut cne a waek!

258 people assaulted with handguns (one a day)

529 robberiea with handguns (two a day)

27 attempted robheries vith handguns

16 rapes whera @ handgun was used

14 people accidentally shot with handguns

365 handguns were s8tolen/ 36 recovered/ (9.86 percent)




ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(i

Tre saddest part is that these statistics are indeed typical . . . all tco

typical.

So is the impact. Communities suffer. Fear is pervasive. Trust and belief
in your neighboras is gons. People vho are frightened insulate themselves.
They don't want to talk with the police or anyone for that matter. They
retreat behind their bolted docvs. 1It's frustrating to police. We f£ind it
hard to help.

Nothing 1s spared. our 8choola are no longer safe havens - they are armed

camps. Metal detectors are standard operating procedure. Intrusive searches

are commonplace. Armed police patrol outside + « o armed guards inside. The
tistfights of 10 years ago are the qunfights of today. Orwell, at his best,

could not have envisioned anything more frightening,

Doors are chained and locked not to keep students in, but to keep armed
violence cut. Parents dread & phone call from the principal not bocause

their child has feiled out but {s carried out.

The neighborhood is even more dangercus. Gang fights prove deadly not cnly
to participants but also to innocent bystanders caught in the deadly
crossfire . . . a location which {8 no longer confined to the urban alley

and back strest. It {s now in the suburben mall and Main Street.
Knives are cut. 9wmn'a are in. Clubs have pesn roplaced by Colts, pats

by Berettas. peath ia automated, fast, and indiscriminant. State—of-the

art weapawy proliferatea: technoloegy runs amok.

O
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Law enforcement must deal with this carnage, We walk through the blood
on a daily basis. ‘le live with guns, kill with guns and are killed with
guns. No cther gcoup in America knows the impact of guns as well as

pelice do,

This is not to say that the situation is hopeless. Far from it. What we
need are reascnable controls or firearms backed with realistic education
aimed at reducing firearms misuse. That is why we created our Handgun
Violence Reduction Program (HVRP), Launchad in May: 1988, HVRP will reduce

handgun violence by increasing awareness of the dangers of handguns among

the handgun owning public and nen-handgun owning public, The program is an

intensive 33 menth education campaign that focuses on three specific segments

of the public, broken down as follows:

Phase I - Handgun Owners

o Exphasizes safe usage, maintenance, and storage in the home to
Drevent injury and theft.
o Provides suggestions for “child-proofing” handguns and information

on the legal issues and liability surrounding ownership and use.

Phase II - Poteritial Cuners

o Emphasizes risks and responoibilities of handgun ownership, including
logal, pasychological, and practical issues of ownership.

©  Asks potential buyers, "Have you really thought through the decision to
furchace a handgun?”

ERIC
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© Provides options to handgun ownerahip for personal, home, and businees
security e must explode some myths, 8o intelligent nhoicea can be
made. We must desl with the real issue underlying escalating weapons

sales « faar.

Phase IIT - Non-Owners: Guns and Kida

©  Comprehensive X~-through-12 effort betwsen Baltimcre County Schoola
and police.

O  Educate parents through their children (much as we did with seatbelts
and smoking).

© Emphasizes dangers arising from misuse of handguns.

© Discuss alternatives to violence, especially kids using guns,

O A definite mesage that it is not "cocl to carry.”

©  Provides informaticn on "gqun-proofing” children.

© Works in two environments; the scliool and cutsids of school by

sslected (PSAs, Ads) messajes in various media.,

The program is not a qun control measure. It ig hot a gun ban action, It

is not a contiscation plan. It is Dot a discouragement of the recreational
use cf firearms, It is not anti-gun, It 18 a program about eaving lives and
reducing handqun injuries.

Children and guns is not something about which only Baltimore or Washingten, D,.C.

Or New York City or Los Angales need be concerned. We all must be,

¢
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We don't view our program as a panacea. Change will not take place over-

night. We are currently in the position with handguns that we were with
smoking 30 years ago. For my generation, it was "cool" to smoke., For

this generation, it is "cool to carry* handguns. Education changed our
thinking on smoking. If we can changs the current thinking on handguns,

that frame of referenca; there may be a generation after this one,

Thank you for your interest and your concern with this issue.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Chairman MILLER. Thank you. Thank you.
Dr. Scalea.

STATEMENT OF THOMAS SCALEA, M.D,, DIRECTOR, TRAUMA AND
CRITICAL SURGICAL CARE, KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL, BROOK-
LYN, NY

Dr. ScaLEA. Good morning. A number of the things that I had
thought about talking about have been said already, so I will keep
things very brief.

My name is Tom Scalea and I run the trauma services and the
surgical intensive care services at a place called Kings County Hos-
pital, which is one of the big municipal hospitals in Breoklyn.

It has been interesting to us that while this has just recently
become an issue of national importance, it is something that we
have been talking about in our conferences and actually in our re-
search for the last few years. With all due respect to dispassionate
statistics, I can tell you that in the 15-month period that encom-
passed the year 1988 and the first three months of 1989, we took
care of 800 people under the age of 24 that had been shot.

When we broke that down by age, about 150 of them were 18
years and younger, and I think that represents a substantial prob-
lem. Or at least it represents a substantial problem in Brooklyn,
New York.

The other part that I think is really very pertinent is that not
only are the numbers up or the numbers that we are seeing up, but
the kinds of injuries that we are seeing are very much more seri-
ous. It is my opinion that that is directly related to the increase in
drug violence. I would estimate—and this ie just a guess—that
about 40 percent of the violence that we see in people under 25
years of age is drug-related violence.

It has become big money. It is organized in Brooklyn, the so-
called Jamaican Mafia that is responsible for the trafficking of a
good bit of the crack that comes into the eastern United States.

The enforcers on the streets who are sometimes very young are
carrying high-caliber, high-velocity weapons. Recently in New
York, there was a big spread in the Times that the people on the
street outgun the cops. The cops couldn’t compete with the firepow-
er that the people were carrying on the streets.

These create significantly more serious injuries and I can tell
you that recently, T took care of a kid that was involved in a drug
deal that went bad, and got shot at close range with a sawed-off
shotgun. We took out the better part of the organs in his right
upper quadrant. He was in the hospital for two and a half months,
in the ICU for six weeks, and he had six major operations before he
left the hospital. That is actually something that has become rela-
tively routine for us.

Because of the politics of trauma, that is, that it is basically a
disease of young people, where the bulk of people come from the
indigent areas, a lot of the medical care and most of the large
volume trauma services across the country are located in munici-
pal hospitals. Money is always a concern.

The cost of *rying to practice medicine there goes up tremendous-
ly and taxes the limited resources. We have a 14-bed ICU. During
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the summer, somewhere between 10 and 12 of those beds are occu-
pied by trauma patients. It is not unusual to come in on Monday,
after a busy weekend, and find out that there isn’t a bed in the
emnergency room because we can’t get the people out of the ER up
to the beds on the floor because there aren’t any floor beds.

It makes it very difficult to deliver care to people that aren’t
trauma patients. We routinely admit patients for elective surgery
and send them home because I have bumped their cases with emer-
gencies. The thing that is perhaps the most ironic is now with the
new insurance regulations, the insurances companies are penaliz-
ing the hospitals and the physicians because we admitted patients
and didn’t deliver care because we couldn’t get the patients into
the operating room.

We have—I am happy to say, we have never denied emergency
medical care to anybody because we didn’t have enough people or
enough resources. However, at the end of last summer, I have a
distinct memory of running down to the emergency room and
seeing a 14-year-old gir! brought into the emergency room that had
had a transthoracic gunshot wound and had no blood pressure. We
didn’t have a stretcher to put her on because the ER was so busy
and we have ten beds in our major trauma receiving area. This was
at 7:00 p.m. on a weekday.

We put her on the floor; I laid down next to her to intubate her,
picked her up, ran out into the hall, grabbed a stretcher that had
just returned s. we could take her up to the operating room.

Working under those conditions places an increasing emotional
and physical burden on the staff of the hospital. Providing quality
medical care in that setting has always been a challenge at best.
The added numbers that we are seeing are putting an incredible
tax on an already maximally stressed system and unless there is
some relief, it is only going to get worse and it can only get so
much worse.

I think the last thing I will say is that the summer of 1988 was
far and away the busiest and most violent summer that I saw in
Brooklyn. It is the perception of virtually everybody—I was talking
to the head nurse in the emergency room—that we haven’t seen
anything yet. The summer of 1989 is going to be, in fact, much
worse. I am not sure that we are going to actually have the re-
sources to care for all of those patients.

Thank you for your time.

[Prepared statement of Thomas Scalea M.D., follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT oF THOMAS ScaLea, M.D., DirecToR oF TRAUMA AND CRITICAL
SURGICAL CARE, KINGS CoUNTY HosprTAL, BROOKLYN, NY

Firearm injuries in young poopls have been {ncraasing at an alarming
rats, Whils this has only recently beoome &n fssus in the National Press, thoss

of us who work In the area have recognized this trand for a number of years.

Over a recent 15 month pariod, we treated over 800 patients at Kings
County Hospital under 24 ysars of age who sustained injuries from gun shot
wounds. This reprasants a two fold incraass in ths zate fiom a similar period
just 5 years ago. In sddition, the percentage of young psopls we treat who
bave sustained a penstrating mechanism of injury, as gun shot wounds or stad
vound, has also greatly incrorsad over the past few yoars.

During the same period of ttme the soverity of the injuries we 2/e treating
in thess patients hus also worsened I think that this {s due to & substantial
change in the ballistics that we are seelng on the gtrest. This has resulted
in & mazked fnorease in both the number and severity of injuries that we sae
in any individual patient. For instarce, five years ago we performed on average
of 1-2 emergency desartment thoracotomies per waek, & procedure that is
usad as a final salvage mansuver in a patient in extremes. We are currently

porforming an averags of 4-3 of thess Proceduros per wesk,

It is my opinion that this inoreass in injury severity 13 directly related
to the tncreass drug traff'~idng in ths arca that we sorve. Brooklyn currently
{s the conduit for a large proportion of ¢rack that is brought into the Bastern
United statos. As the potential income from drugs has increased, the level
of organization and sophistication of drug sales has lkowise {ncrensed. There
are now large numbers of organized drug enforcers on the straets to protect
truf and collect monay. Thoy are armad with high caltber, high velocity weapons.
At many young paopls a*e involved in drug deals {n ons manner or another,
thoy often bacome ths victims of thess violonce. This {ncludes a substantial

number of innooent viotims who ave orught in the cross fixe,

()
O
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Trauma {s predominately a disaase of young people. In the inner cities,
it {s disease of young black males, Most trauma centers are therefors located
{n tha poorer ssotions and many ars municipal hospitals. Resource allooation
for thass hospitels has not met the rise in health care costs across the country,
THs {nflux of more ssverely and multipla injured young patisnts hae continued
to raquirs u groater and greater percentage of the available resources, Kings
County Hospital has a 14 bed Surgical Intensive Oare Unit, During the summer
monthy, it {s common for Trauma patiants to occupy 10-12 of these beds.
In addition, the less seversly injursd patients may occupy three or four Recovery
Room bsds. They can place a tramandous strain on the Blood Bank, az we
try to treat a large number of badly injured patisnts, We have never had to
deny emergency medical care to anyons becauss we did not have enough rasources,
but we have come closs. We routinely have to delay less urgent an elective

opsrative carec bacause sperating rooms are not availeble,

In addition, this a&t;xatien placa » tramendons amotional end physical
burden on the hospital staff, To provide quality health care in & municipal
hospital setting has always besn challonging. The emotionsal toil of sesing
young peopls die spoaks for itsslf, The addad number of increasss severity
of injuries continues to tax a system that is aiready maximally stretched.
Unless thare is toms relief in the near futurs, America's youth will continue
to be injured and die in inoreased numbers despito tho efforts of ths health

CAPS WOTKSTS.
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Chairman MiLLER, Thank you.
Mr. Weisenburger.

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM D, WEISENBURGER, JR., ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL, STONEWALL JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL, MANASSAS, VA

Mr. WEISENBURGER. Mr, Chairman, I am delighted to be here
today. I am presenting this information on behalf of my colleague,
Dr. William Sharbaugh and myself. Dr. Sharbaugh and I represent
30 years of experience in educating America’s young people. Our
experience includes teaching, coaching and administering the edu-
cational athletic programs at large suburban high schools.

As professional educators, we are well aware of the many dan-
gers that face our youth as they grow to adulthood, including the
possibility of injury or death due to the misuse of firearms,

As professional educators, we are als~ well aware of the special
importance attached to developing well-rounded citizens through
many activities, including the proper and appropriate use of fire-
arms.

Our testimony will focus on the positive aspects ot the presence
of firearms as part of a healthy family, the benefits of firearms as
they are used in sport and the steps necessary to make gun owner-
ship safe.

Firearms in the healthy family. @or centuries, firearms and
weapons have been an integral ps.i of civilized society. Young
men, and more recently, young women, have trained in the martial
arts. The proper use of firearms, swor s or archery equipment have
heen taught ic young people by parents ur teachers.

Along with the physical training, parents and teachers have
taught the responsibility associated with owning, handling or using
weapons. The presentation of that first 22 rifle or hunting bow has
represented a rite of passage into adulthood, The weapon symbol-
izes the parents’ belief that their children are ready to begin to
accept their responsibilities in the adult world.

No one will argue that a strong family unit is a key to ensuring
that the youth of America will grow to fill the roles expected of
them by society. From my personal perspective, firearms have
played an important role in my development and the continuance
of a very strong family identity.

began shooting with my father at a very young age, just as he
did with his father. My father’s first rifle, my first rifle and my
son’s first rifle will always hold a very prominent place in the gun
room. A round of skeet or a trip to the farm to shoot cans is the
only reason needed for a family outing. My father and I spend
many days each year hunting and attending gun shows, as I hope
my son and I will in the future.

The shooting sports are a reason for families to spend quality
time together. Inherent to this sport is the need to teach and learn
respox:isibility and respect for the safety of those that may be
around,

Family involvement in shooting sports puts parents in the posi-
tion of teacher and in the position of enacting and enforcing rules
that cannot be broken without jeopardizing the safety of the group.

9.
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The uniquely strict rules associated with shooting sports do not
allow parents to engage in enabling behavior. The inherent inter-
est in sheoting sports shown by virtually all young people put them
in the position to listen and obey the rules set by parents so they
will be allowed to continue participating.

While many sports offer families the opportunity to be together
in an enjoyable setting, few offer the chance to teach the lessons
associated with shooting. Fewer still give family members the op-
portunity to participate together throughout their life.

Firearms in sports, development of self-esteem. Self-esteem is
generally recognized as the key ingredient to being successful in
o1 »'s daily life. Lack of self-esteem leads to such problems as sub-
stance abuse, entry into cult groups and suicide. Young people who
have 2 low sense of self-esteem are prone to dropping out of school
and to becoming involved in criminal activity.

A favorite expression of the American West was, “God made
man; Colonel Colt made them equal.” While the overtones of the
cliche have no part in today’s society, the shooting sports are still a
way to equalize people and to develop a sense of self-esteem. Suc-
cess on the range is not dependent on size, speed or strength.
Handicapped shooters, young people and senior citizens can all
compete.

Shooting is not restricted to the very rich, as safe and adequate
equipment is within the financial means of all. High schools offer
opportunities for students to develop skills in many areas. Sports
provide an avenue for young people to develop many skills. Young
athletes deveiop time-management skills, a sense of teamwork, the
woerk ethic and discipline. Participation in sports helps develop
leadership qualities in young participants.

Develepment of skills and athletic activities give the participant
a sense of what is required to be successful. Success is addictive. It
carries over into careers, schools and families.

The shooting sports extend the positive aspects of sport to a
unique segment of societty. The equalizing characteristic of shooting
sports develop a sense of self-esteem in those who may not be able
to compete on equal footing in other activities.

Students at Washington-Lee High School are offered the opportu-
nity to compete on a rifle team. Members of the rifle team meet all
of the academic eligibility requirements set by the Virginie High
School League. They practice long hours; they are taught shooting
skills by a competent caring adult and they learn all of the skills
inherent to any sport.

The rifle league is comprised of ten schools from Northern Vir-
ginia, Washington and Maryland. The rifle team at Washington-
Lee is comprised of 18 to 20 students, both boys and girls, that are
not generally members of other teams.

Through the team, these students are afforded the opportunity to
compete, meet and interact with students from other areas of the

jon and State, learn appropriate behavior from positive adult
role models, and unlike many srorts, the{ are learning and partici-
p}?ti in an activity that will be available to them throughout
their life.

Shooting sports, as most sports, have an inherent risk factor.
Misuse of a weapon can cause grievous injury or death. As in all
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sports, the use of proper safety equipment, use of appropriate
weapons for the levei of skill demonstrated by the user and proper
training greatly reduce the possibility of accident.

A child introduced to the shooting sports and taught the basic
rules of safety will enjoy a lifetime of fun and excitement.

I was taught at a very early age that firearms were not toys to
be played with. As testimony to the effectiveness of my early train-
ing, I was 18 before I handled a weapon without my father being
present in the room and asking his permission.

Much of the danger associated with the misuse of firearms is the
natural curiosity of children. The family that teaches their chil-
dren the dangers associated with firearms keeps firearms locked in
a secure place and abates their children’s curiosity by allowing
them to handle firearms under supervised conditions, takes the
necessary step to provide a safe situation. The child that accompa-
nies her parents to the range or to the field for a day of hunting
will not need to try to sneak a peek at dad's guns.

A safer environment for our childrer can be had by educating
the general population about the use of firearms. Firearms safety
could easily be taught in schools, just as uriver’s education is now.
Firearms owners could be required to pass licensing tests, just as
drivers are now. .

Safety programs could be offered through organizations such as
the NRA or State Game Departments, as hunter safety courses are
now.

In conclusion, it is unfortunate that the private ownership and
use of firearms is being questioned due to the misuse of firearms by
a small segment of our society. Limiting the types of firearms
available to the general public will not keep them out of the hands
of those who possess firearms for illegal purposes.

Those that use firearms for illegal purposes will buy them from
the same organizations importing thousands of tons of illegal nar-
cotics into the United States. The appropriate use of firearms in
the shooting sports create opportunities for families to teach and
learn in a relaxed quality environment. Reducing the opportunity
for r .ople to own firearms reduces the opportunities for families to
interact in a positive manner.

The shooting sports create a unique opportunity for a segment of
our young population to experience success. Appropriate training
reduces *he chance for accidental injury. It is inappropriate that
the positive aspects of the shooting sports be ignored and be threat-
ened due to the illegal use of weapons by sociopathe.

Thank you.

[Prepared statement of William D. Weisenburger, Jr. and Dr.
William Sharbaugh follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF DR. WILLIAM SHARBAUGH, Ep. D, PRINCIPAL, WASHINGTON-
Lee HicH ScHooL, ARLINGTON, VA, AND WILLIAM WEISENBURG™R, JR., ASSISTANT
PRINCIPAL, STONEWALL JACKSON HicH ScrooL, MANAssas, VA

Mr. Chairman and Mr. Bliley:

1 am delighted to be here today. ! am presenting this Information
on the behalf of Dr. Sharbaugh and myself. Dr. Sharbaugh and 1
reporesent thirty years of experience ;n educating Amnerica’s young
people. Our experience Includes teaching. coaching and
acministering Jhe educational and athletic programs in latqe
suburban hlgh schools.

As professional ecducators we are well awvare of the many dangers
that face our youth as they grow to adulthood including the
possiblliity of inJury or death due to the misuse of firearms.

As professional educators we are also well aware of the speclal
importance attached to developing well rounded clitizens through
many activities including the proper and approprjate use of
flrearms.

Cur testimony will focus on the positive aspects of the presence
of flrearms as part of a healthy family., the benefits of firearms
as they are used in sport and the steps necegssary to make gun
ownership safe.

FIREARMS IN THE HEALTHY FAMILY

For centuries, firearms and weapons have been an integral part of
clvilized society. Young men and more Tecently young ‘Cuen have
trained in the martial arts. The propar use of fire ..is, swords.,
or archery equipment have been taught to young people by parents
or teachers. Along with the physical training, parents and
teachers have taught the responsibllity associated with owning,
hand] ing or using weapons. The presentation of that first .22
rifle or hunting bow has represented a rite of passage into
adulthood. The weapon symbolizes the parent’s Delief that their
children are ready to begin to accept thelr responsibilitles in
the acdult world.

No one wllil argue that a strong family unlt is a key to lnsuring
that the youth of America wlll grow to f11]1 the roles expected of
them by soclety. From my personnel perspective, firearms have
played an 1moortant role in my development and the continuance of
A very strong fem!ly i1dentity. 1 began shooting with my father
at a very youhg age., Jjust as he did with his father. My father’s
first rifle. my first rifle and my son’s first rifle will always
hold a very prominent place in the gun room. A round of skeet or
a trip to the farm to shoot cans 1s the only reason needed for a
family outing. Mv father ard ! spend many days each year hunting
anc attendin¢ gun shows as I hope my son and ! wil' in the
future.

4]
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The shooting sports are @ reason for famlljes to spend quallity
time together. Inherent to the sport Is the need to teach and
learn responsibility and Fespect for the safety of those that may
be around . Family Involvement in shooting sports puts parents in
the positlion of teacher and In the position of enact Ing and
enforeing rules that cannot be broken wlthout Jeopardlzing the
safety of the group.The uniquely strict rules assocfated with
shooting sports do not allow parents to engage in enabling
behavior. The Inherent interest In shoot ing sports shown by
virtually all young people put them i1n the position to listen and
obey the rules set by parents SO they will pe allowed to

cont jnue participating.

While many sports of fer familles the opportunlity to be together
in an enyoyable setting, few offer the chance to teach the
lessons assoclated with shooting. Fewer stil] glve family members
the ooportunity to participate together throughout thelr ||fe.

FIREARMS IN SPORTS: DEVELOPMENT OF SELF-ESTEEM

Self-esteem is generally recognized as the key ingredient to
being successful 1n one$ dally life. Lack of self-esteem leads to
such problems as substance abuse. entry into cult groups and
suicide. Young people who have a low sense of self-esteem are
prone ‘o dropplng out of school and to becoming involved in
cr:minal activity,

A favorite expression of the American West was ’God made man,
Colone) Colt made them equal.® While the violent overtones of
the cliche have no part In today’s socliety, the shoot ing sports
are stil! a way to *"equallize* people and to develop a sense of
self-esteem. Success on the range Is not dependent on size,
speed or strength. Handlcapped shooters, young people and senlor
citizens can all compete. Shootling is not restricted to the very
rich as safe and 3dequate equlpment |s within the financial means
of all.

Bigh schools ofter opportunities for students to develop skills
in many areas. Sports provide an avenue for young people to
develop many skiils, Young athletes develop time management
skills. a sense of teamwork. the work ethic and discipllne.
Participation jn sports help develop leadership qualities jp
voung participants, Development of skills in athlet;e activities
alves the Particlipant 3 sense of what Is required to be
Successful. Success Is addictive, It carrles over inte careers,
school and families. The shooting sports extend the positive
aspects of sport to a unique segment of society. The
“equalizing* characteristics of shoot Ing sports develop a sense
of self-esteem in those that may not be able to compete on equal
footing in other activit,es.

-
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Stuaente at Washington-Lee Hlgh School are offerec the
opoortunity to compete on a rifie team. Members of the rlfle team
meet all of the academic eligiblllty requlrements set by the
Virginia High Schoo: League. They practice long hours. they are
taught shooting skills by a competent. caring adult and they
learn a!l of the s<ills inherent to any sport. The rifle league
1s comorised of ten schools from Nocthern Virginia.
washington.D.C.. ang Maryland. The rifle team at Washington-Lee
1s comprised of 18 to 20 students, both boys and girls. that are
not generally members of other teams. Through the team these
students are afforded the orportunity to compete. meet and
Interact with students from other areas of the reglon and state.
learn appropriate behavicr from posltive adult role modeis and,
unllke many sports., th.y are learning ang partlcipating In an
actlivity that will be avallable to them throughout their llfe.

SAFETY AND THE SHOOTING SPORTS

Shoot ing sports. as most sSports, have an lnherent rlsk factor.
Misuse of a weapon can cause grlevous inJury or death As In all
sports. the use of proper safety equipment. use of appropriate
weapons for the level of skll]l Jemonstrated by the user and
proper training greatly reduce the possibllity of accident.

A child i1ntroduced to the shootling sports and taught the baslic
rules of safety will enJoy a 1ifetime of fun and excitement, 1
was taught at a very early age that firearms were not toys to be
played with., As testimony to the effectlveness of my early
training. 1 was eighteen before 1 handled a weapon without my
father being present in the room and asking his permission.

Much of the danger assoclated w!lth the misuse of firearms |s the
natural curiosity of children., The family that teaches thelr
children the dangers associated with firearms. keeps firearms
Jocked In a secure place ang abates thelr chlldren’s curlioslity by
allewling them to handle firearms under supervised condltions
takes the steps necessary to provide a safe sltuation. The child
that accompanies her parents to the range or to the field for a
cay of hunting will not need to try to "sneak a peek" at Dad's
guns.

A safer environment for our chlldren can be had by educating the
ceneral population about the use of firearms. Firearms safety
could eas:ly be taught in schoois ,ust as drivers education s
now, Firearms owners couid be required to pass llcensing tests
Just as drivers are now. Safety programs cou!c be offered through
organizations such as the NRA or stat:z game cepartments as hunter
safety courses are now.
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CONCLUSYON

It Js unfortunate that the private ownership and use of firearms
is belng questioned due to the misuse of firearms by a smal]
segment of our society. Limiting the types of firearms avajlable
to the general public will pot keep them out of tire hands of
those that posses firearms for {112yal purposes. Those that use
flrearms for |llegal purposes wiil buy them from the same
organizatlons importling fhousands of tmns of 11legal narcotics
into the United States.

The appropriate use of firearms and the shooting sports create
opportunities for camilies to teach and learn In a r:laxed,
quality environment. Recuciny the ¢portunities for people to ¢wn
tirearms reduces the opPportunities for famllles to interact in a
positive manner. The shoot!ng sports create a unique opportunity
for a segment of our Yot *J populatlcn to experience success.
Approprlate training reauces the chance for accldental Inyury. It
is Inappropriate that the positive aspects of the shooting sports
be lgnored ang be threatened due to the illegal use of weapons by
socicpaths.,
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Chairman MiLLer. Dr. Scalea, let me ask you something. Dr.
Kieck has suggested, that the automatic weapons thing is a media
hype.

YII:] my discussion with emergency room physicians in the San
Francisco Bay Area, this isn’t any hype. This has stressed out their
emergency room facilities on eac and every weekend of the year, in
terms of personnel, the severity of the wounds, the greater likelihood
of death and the use of resources, specifically blood. Every weekend
now is turning into a crisis-management problem between hospitals.
They tell me that the dramatic difference they see is automatic
weapons in the East Bay because people now are coming with
multiple and more severe wounds. Is that reflected in your experi-
ence in Kings County?

“Dr. ScaLea. T guess I think that that is—they are probably sepa-
rate problems. There is no question in my mind that trying to gear
up for the weekends, is very real and there is also no question in
my mind that we are seeing far worse injuries.

still think that the overwhelming majority of times, you don’t
really know what somebody got shot with. They are not usually in
any shape to tell you. If they are, they are not likely to give you
kaFCh in the way of details surrounding the accident. You may not
ow.

You can certainly do a tremendous amount of damage with a 9-
millimeter handgun or an Uzi submachine g':» and a lot of the
people who are relatively facile are able to modify these guns to
make them automatic. We don’t see a lot of true assault rifle slayings
in Brooklyn, I was talking to the Chief of Pediatric Surgery just last
night befcre I came down and he wac saying that he had just read
some data that say that they actually were more prevalent on the
West Coast. So that may reflect a sort of geographic——

Chairman MiLLER. We have always been in the vanguard.

Dr. ScaLEA. Congratulations.

Chairman MIiLLER. Yes. Because the——

Mrs. Boxer, The Wild West, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MIiLLER [continuing]. Next piece of evidence, and

maybe, Colonel, you can comment on this: at least in my looking at
the media, on almost an every-weekend basis, there are reports of
drive-by shootings in the San Francisco Bay Area or the LA area.
In many instances, numerous instances by fully automatic or semi-
automatic rifles, whether they are Uzis or AK-47s or what. The
police are involved, either because people have driven by and
sprayed parties—they can be graduation or birthday parties or
what have you, but people didn’t get invited so they were upset. Or
they just sprayed people in other cars.
_. So, I mean, the notion that this is a media hype, it doesn’ quite
jive and I am going to let Dr. Kleck respond, but I mean, it doesn’t
quite jive with at least what our experience seems to be on the
West Coast.

Col. Supenskl. I would agree with that, sir. Just a couple of
months ago, in this very building, a conversation with Chief Daryl
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Gates from Los Angeles, who had been for years a staunch pro-gun
individual, who has now come out flatly for a ban of assault weap-
ors, and the reason he has is because those exact kinds of inci-
dences are increasing alarmingly on the West Coast, not to men-
tion the assassination, drive-by assassination, of two of his police
officers.

At a recent Police Executive Research Forum conference in
town, I talked to a number of police chiefs across the country, in-
cluding those on the West Coast and they echo exactly those senti-
ments. That is not hype; that is reality. I believe, whether you said
it tongue in chesk or otherwise, I think you are on to something
when you say the West Coast is on the vanguard.

We see that trend sterting to move to the Midwest and to the
Northeast.

Chairman MiLLER. Dr. Kleck.

Mr. KLEck. It is safe to say that in any given time, somewhere in
the country any crime or health or mortality-related statistic is in-
creasing and always has been. You can name any year in our histo-
? and any particular statistic you care to mention, somewhere in
the country, it is increasing. It is a big country. There are 50 States
and 3000 counties and tens of thousands of cities and it is always
increasing somewhere, which means that you could have said these
exact same things ten years ago, 20 years ago and so on.

You could be citing machine gun killings in Chicago over the
beer trade, if you wanted to. If you want to have any meaningful,
factual basis for judging whether there is a problem increasing,
and therefore, Congress or some other body ougﬁt to address if, you
have to pay some attention to what little factual information we
have, not just anecdotes about this or that incident because there
are always anecdotes like that.

It doesn’t provide a meaningful basis for judging whether the
problem is getting worse or whether it is serious relative to any
other problems. We have limited attention and resources to apply
to any problems, so you have to have some meaningful point of ref-
erence.

Okay, one meaningful point of reference would be how common
are crimes involving assault rifles versus other kinds of weapons?
The answer is not very common at all. They are extremely rare.

Another point of reference would be how bad is it now compared
to the recent past? The answer is not very bad and it is not chang-
ing. There is not the slightest indication of hard evidence that na-
tionally, not locally here or there, but nationally, that it is increas-
ing.

What we have is evidence that, number one, the fraction of
homicides involving guns in general has been declining; number
two, the fraction of homicides involving rifles in particular has
been declining and has been for years; and number three, although
we don’t have rigorous national statistics on assault rifle involve-
ment in particular, we do have that kind of data for police officer
killings, which have been mentioned in these hear’'ngs, and again,
they indicate there is no trend.

The number of possible assault rifle-related killings is the same
now as it was five years ago. One is one too many, but by any
meaningful standarci' the problem isn’t getting any worse. There
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were, in 19—this is FBI data on police officers killed in assault. It
indicates in 1982, there were eight killings of police officers with
rifles of caliber that could conceivably have been semi-automatic;
that is, this is the maximum possible figure. There were eight then.
There were eight in 1987. There isn’t really any trend and it is ex-
tremely rare.

Fortunately, police officers are fairly well protected these days
with body armor and so on. Practically all the police officers killed
in this country are killed because they didn’t have body armor or
because they were iilled with a head shot or in some other way
where the body arinor didn't do them any good. So ‘he greater
power of semi-automatic rifles really doesn't have much relevance
to police killings.

Col. SuPENskr. Congressman, if I may respond to that. First of
all, how bad? It is not bad because it hasn’t changed.

Let me give you some real statistics, if Dr. Kleck would like to
put some of this in his research.

The Atlanta Journal study, 49 percent of drug-related offenses
now involve the use of assault-type weapons. When you are talking
about assault-type weapons, the FBI statistic about officers killed
with handguns versus rifles is very, very confusing because a nine-
millimeter Uzi comes in a ca-bine, a rifle version and also a pistol
version. A MAC-10 is a pistol, a TEC-9 is a pistol, but they are all
assault weapons. So that whole statistic is something that is a bit
misleading.

In my own county, again, with a typical suburban area, five
years ago, not ten years ago, five years ago, we looked at the
amount of assault weapons in our property room, the ones we
seized from the bad guys, less than 1 percent. As of February of
this year, it is 12 percent and growing. Don’t tell me that that is
not an increase. That is an increase.

DEA has just now upgraded for all—upgraded its weaponry for
all of its agents to include a fully automatic submachine gun of 9-
millimeter caliber. The U.S. Forestry Service is going into semi-
automatic weapons hecause they are confronting more semi-auto-
matic weapons, including a variety of assault weapons.

Police across this country are now increasing their firepower
from the standard six-shot revolver to the 9-millimeter semi-auto-
matic pistol, most of them high-capacity. Why? Because of the
weaponry they are confronted with.

We are involved in a domestic arms race right now.

Chairman MiLLER. Thank you.

Who was next? Mr. Holloway?

Mr. Horroway. Dr. Christoffel, you testified to the fact that you
feel handguns have something to do with youth suicides. If a child
is going to commit suicide what part does a handgun play other
than performing it. If they are going to commit suicide, there are
surely other means they can use.

Are you saying that you feel there are ties between handguns
and youth suicides?

Dr. CurisTorrFeL. Definitely. There are other means to commit
suicide, but none that are so effective so quickly, so reliable, so
handy. If you take drugs, it takes hours and hours to die and prob-
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ably you will be rescued. If you hang yourself, it takes some work
and some planning and you have to go ‘about it.

If you set fire to the house, it may not work. Every other means
that you may choose is much harder and takes much more time
and planning than a gun. With a gun, you have to be despondent
only for a very short time. If you have a handgun handy, a momen-
tary émpulse to try to kill yourself results in successful, if you will,
suicide.

Many individuals who have committed suicide or tried to by
other means, after they were rescued, said that they were glad that
they were rescued. They were feeling very down then and they
were available to be helped and had long-term survival. If they had
had a handgun, they would not have had that second chance.

Further, it has been demonstrated that rises in suicide over the
last 5, 10, 15 years have been mostly associated with firearm sui-
cides. The increased availability of these efficient means of suicide
contributes to the rise of suicide overall.

Mr. HoLLoway. g_r. Kleck do you really feel that education—and
this is the one thidg I do agree with Katherine on is the fact that
parental education is one of the answers.

Out of the drug-related incidences, I don’t know that there is
anything we can do besides give police more rights than they have
right now. I feel there is a lot we can do as far as being tougher
with penalties and everything else to clean up the drug problem.
But as long as we are going to have drugs, we are going to have the
problem.

But do you feel that education is (Part of the answer to prevent-
ing suicide as far as safety measures?

Mr. KLECK. Are we talking about gun accidents now?

Mr. HoLroway. Yes. Education on the use of guns, and safety
tactics. I would like to ask the assistant principal the same ques-
tion.

Mr. KLECK. Safety education has mostly been directed by middle-
class professionals at a middle-class target, for the most part, espe-
cially in connection with hunting and it has probably been effec-
tive Hunting accidents don’t account for much more than one out
of six fatal gun accidents these days and that almost certainly was
higher in earlier decades.

it has probably succeeded where it can succeed, but the gun
accidents that remain, the hard-core that are hard to deal with, are
a by-product of people facing a serious crime problem and having
to keep guns in a dangerous condition, loaded and unlocked.

Now, what we see when we get into the details of gun accidents
and go beyond children, to gun accidents in general, we see people
who are alcoholics, people who are drinking at the time they were
using the guns, people doing crazy reckless things like shooting
beer cans off one another’s head or playing Russian roulette. Now,
in those circumstances, education isn’t relevant because education
presumes that there is a knowledge deficiency you are going to fix
up. It is not a knowledge deficiency there. It is not that somebody
was intellectually unaware of the fact that it is dangerous to shoot
beer cans off somebody’s head.

There is a personality difficulty there. There may be a difficulty
with alcoholism or drug abuse, but ‘here are a variety of things
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that gun safety education does not and cannot effectively address.
An hour of training on principles like never point a gun at some-
thing unless you mean to fire it, that sort of thing, that doesn’t ad-
dress the bulk of the gun accident problem, and as I say, the gun
accident problem is not primarily one involving children. They are
extremely rare. In fact, the information we have had about the typ-
ical child/gun accident that we have heard today is accurate
enough, but it is dealing with an incredibly small number, and
children are sort of, by definition, assumed to be reckless and im-
mature. I mean, they are children. You can’t alter that. It is a
state of life that you go through and grow out of.

So the only thing you can do with children is take a hazard out
of their way. It is not so much education as it is removing a
hazard. So people have the alternative of getting rid of the gun al-
together or making it not a hazard anymore by keeping it locked.

I think the most practical alternative is to train parents, keep
the gun locked if you have a child in the home who cannot be
trained, who cannot be made to understand what a gun can de.
Keep the gun locked with a trigger lock. You will still have it
available for self-defense, perhaps not as quickly, but you will still
have it available. That is advice people can take.

Mr. WEISENBURGER. I have to take issue. As a professional educa-
tor, we all think that education is the key to solving the problems
of the entire world. I think the point is that we are looking at the
issue of gun accidents as a total package and it is not a total pack-
age.

There are gun accidents involved with the drug trade, as was
pointed out very effectively by Detra. I think there are ways to
handle that problem that we are probably not going to get to here.

I think education of our young people is, in fact, a way to solve
part of our gun problems, some of the gun safety that these kids
are faced with every day.

My own kids—I have two very young children, they are five and
seveni—if I don’t put my seat belt on, they are on me all the time.
If my wife lights up a cigarette, they are on her all the time. They
have been literally brainwashed in elementary school about the
hazards of these two particular things, which are big time right
now in our society, as we all know.

This same thing could be done with the question of gun safety.
Taey could be literally brainwashed to not touch the gun at home,
iavhich I think is the kind of training that I went through personal-
y.
Again, when we get into the drug trade, we get into other issues
of how guns affect youth. Safety education may not be the answer.

Mr. HoLroway. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman MiLLER. Bill?

Mr. SaArRpPaLIUS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Dr. Kleck, you brought out a very interesting point in that a
good percentage of statistic I had read at one time was 65 percent
of the deaths occurred—or murders occurred by the use of weap-
ons—occurred by a person who was intoxicated at the time when
they used the weapon.
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A high percentage of them occurred outside of a nightclub or a
bar or in an argument. Ma{be the problem is going at the same
status as what it was several years ago, but after hearing the testi-
mony of the young girl that we just heard from on how the envi-
ronment within our school systems in certain neighborhoods in this
country, the environment among our young people that they are
facing today—and that is really what we are here to talk about, is
childrer and guns and how drugs have affected the life styles of
many young people today. That type of environment is much differ-
ent today than what it was when you and I were going to school.

The real issue is how do you deal with that type of environment?
We heard from that young girl who told us of parents who were
afraid of even their children. We heard of where it is very common
for those kids to obtain a gun. We heard of how the drug business
is very attractive for kids to get involved in that business and when
you are looking at making 51000 a day to a kid that is 16 or 17
years old, that is very attractive.

So how do you deal with that problem? If you were in our posi-
tion, what type of changes would you make, what suggestions
would you feel would be appropriate?

Mr. Kieck. Detra mentioned an excellent one. She mentioned
good-paying jobs. Criminologists chant this like it is a mantra, day
after day, year after year, hoping politicians will listen. Yes, that is
what will reduce the crime. You know, you have the odd-ball case
of a middle-class kid involved in all of this stuff, but not the kind of
kid—it i¢ the kids in Detra’s neighborhood who are involved in co-
caine trafficking day after day, as well as occasionally shooting one
another. It is not randomly distributed. It is a poverty problem.
Drug crime, crime, violent crime in general, with or without guns,
it is a poverty problem.

Fixating on this or that odd-ball little attribute of these crimes,
like, you know, which chemicals people had in their bodies or
which piece of metal they had in their hands is—it is misleading. It
is not getting to the core of the problem.

Now, a reasonable response of a Congressman to that is, well, we
don’t have the power to deal with that. That assumes that what is
political reality now is always going to be political reality, that it
can’t be changed, that you can’t educate the public and make it
possible to do something significant about the poverty sources of
crime.

Likewise, if you want to focus on the drug aspect of crime, crimi-
nologists have been saying the same thing for years, that the con-
nection between drugs and crime is basically a legislative one. It is
not a chemical one. The gangsters of Chicago in the 1920s didn’t
kill each other or slaughter each other with machine guns on the
streets because they were dealing in beer. You don’t see Rudweiser
and Schlitz shooting it out on the streets now that beer is legal.
That violence was strictly attributable to its legal status.

We have, in our infinite wisdom, chosen to forbid people to put
certain kinds of chemicals in their bodies. It has become enormous-
ly p;gsﬁtable to deal in those chemicals. People will kill to get those
profits.

You change the legal status of that and that ceases, but again, a
Congressman will get impatient and say, it is not politically realis-
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tic to even think about altering the legal status of these substances.
My reply is, make it a political reality. Alter the political realities.
You have to make some effort to change what is politically realistic
and easy to do. That would mean adopting the British system to
deal with hard drugs like heroin and cocaine and probably placing
drugs like marijuana into the same status we place alcohol. You
know, children can’t buy it; you can’t use it in public places and so
on, but you can buy it from licensed sources and so on.

Basically, through a legislative act, you can disconnect drug use
from crime. There isn’t any chemical link there for—with possible
slight exception between cocaine use and certain forms of violent
crime.

So if you ask me what can you do in the long run, if political
realities change, I can give you a veri'l good answer, but with politi-
cal realities as they are, basically there is not much you can do
that is very effective, especially at the Federal level, very little.

Those political realities have to be made to change. It has to be
possible to do something effectively, made possible.

Mr. SarpaLius. I want to ask the Colonel if he could elaborate a
little more—you didn’t go much into detail on your testimony on
the type of educational system that you do. You said that you pro-
vide an educational program for all the kids in your schools.

What do you do?

Col. SupeNsklL Yes, sir. What we do is we start at the elementary
level through a series of programs or courses that are built—course
work that is built into the existing framework of courses to talk
about the issue of violence, to talk about the issue of death—and
you are dealing at the very small level, the small grades, the ele-
mentary kids, you are talking about primarily what to do if they
run into—come upon a handgun. Here, what you are trying to do is
the same thing you would do with any other kind of a potential
hazard, be it electric shock, swimming pools or whatever. Prett
basic, pretty straightforward, also with the message that it isn't
particularly cool to carry.

We carry that message, then, through the middle schools primar-
ilty through the teachers themselves and our DARE officers—most
of you are probably familiar with DARE, but for those who aren’t,
it is a Drug Abuse and Resistance Education, and by the way, I
would like to talk about that a little bit in terms of what you can
do and what can’t be done. I am not quite as gloomy there as Dr.
Kleck is.

What we do is we have police officers full time in the schools as
faculty. They develop the role inodel for these kids relative to drug
use. It is one thing to be able to say, well, you just say no to drugs.
That is nice as far as it goes but it doesn’t go far enough. It is how
to say no, how to resist peer pressure. We teach them to do that.

We use these same individuals to teach our middle school kids to
talk about weaponry and conflict resolution and how to deal with
conflicts, short of having it escalate into a gun fight and the reality
of what occurs there.

Then, in the high schools, we have guest lectures, school people
coming in from outside, kids involved in poster programs and essa
contests in developing their own public service announcements. It
is across the beard.
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The message is, basically, as I said before, reality of firearms
misuse and abuse, the reality of death, guns in America and how
we got to where we are, conflict resolution and the imagery.

Let me go back, if I may, for a minute, about what you can do,
what Congress can do.

Chairman MILLER. You have about a minute.

Col. SupeNskI. Dkay.

1 believe education programs can work. I really do believe that or
I wouldn’t be in this business. Drug abuse—we have seen drug
abuse education werk. You talked about it is a business and there
is nothing you can do about it. Well, I don’t believe that. I don’t
believe that for one second. Drugs are a business. Every business is
driven by supply and demand and until you deal with the demand
side, and that is what we are involved in with education, the
supply will be there.

Until we get across to this generation of kids that drugs aren’t
the right thing to do, then if we don’t do that, the problems will
continue. If you do that, we will have a generation down the road
that will not be facing the same problems if the demand shrinks, so
will the problems associated with demand.

Thank you.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Durbin.

Mr. DursIN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

First, Dr. Christoffel, I want to extend my appreciation to Chil-
dren’s Memorial Hospital in Chicago, which was kind enough to
host a hearing of this committee on the question of infant mortali-
ty in the State of Illinois and I want to thank you again.

Dr. CHrisToFFEL. We were happy to do it.

Mr. DurBIN. I am very familiar with your institution und think a
lot of it and I am very impressed with your testimony. I was in
your neighborhood this last weekend and know what it is like and I
know what 3ou are up against and that is that I think you give
good balance to the information that is being provided to the select
committee.

I would like to address, Mr. Weisenburger, though, your testimo-
ny. I think this committee would probably be unanimous in its sup-
port of your suggestion that responsible use of firearins for sporting
purposes is not only legitimate, but should be encouraged, and it
does many of the things that you have suggested in terms of en-
couraging you to de the right thing and to participate in activities
which are responsible.

But I do take serious issue with one of the quotes which you used
in your testimony and that was your favorite expression from the
old \iV’est. It said, “God made man and Colonel Colt made them
equal.”

Well, let me suggest to you that guns are equalizers and I think
Colonel Supenski can tell you about that, too. A small person with
a gun is just as powerful as a large person. Perhaps in Detra’s
neighborhood, a crack dealer with a gun is just as powe ful as a
policeman who is trying to arrest him.

More importantly, what we are talking about here, the kid who
brings that gun into school is not just as powerful as a principal,
ten times as powerful as a principal. He becomes a dominant force
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with the misuse of this gun. Colonel Colt was right, it equalizes
people and sometimes makes them more dominant.

Though I would like to see your rifle team go on to a national
championship, what we are trying to do is control those misuses of
Arearms. I think you may have slipped up earlier when you talked
<bout Detra’s friends being killed by accident. God on'y hope that
they would have been killed by accident. Many of then. were killed
by design. That is what is going on in those neighborhoods.

We are dealing with the situation here where we have to try to
bring under control a very difficult situation with immature indi-
viduals challenging men and women like Colonel Supenski, who
get up every morning and put that badge on and put their lives on
the line. That is where we come down on this issue.

I have to say, Dr. Kleck, despite some real serious differences
with some of your conclusions, I do have to agree with you. If we
went along with the Brady amendment, we went along with some
kind of a background check on individuals, it is at least a sensible
step in the right direction, but the NRA opposes that. Why they
oppose that, 1 don’t know. They are people—99 percent of them are
going to pass with flying colors, and yet they would not even con-
cede us that small point, to try to bring this problem under control.

So, Mr. Weisenburger, I do disagree with that aspect of your tes-
timony. That equalizer has taken lives.

Mr. WEISENBURGER. Mr. Durkin, first of all, I didn’t say it was
xvnvy favorite expression. I said it was a favorite expression of the old

est.

Secondly, I am fully aware of the fact that Detra’s friends
weren’t killed by accident and I didn’t say that they were. I am
well aware of the drug problem. One of my positions in my high
school is the Substance Abuse Prevention Coordinator.

I think what Detra pointed out, and what has been pointed out
over and over again, is that what our kids lack is a sense of self-
esteem. They are setting the hustiers as the role models. That is a
qutc;)ste from Detra. The hustlers are the role models, not the par-
ents,

She said that the parents are afraid of the kids. That is because
the parents are not spending time with the kids when they are
ﬁoung and when they get old and when the{( see, my goodness, I

ave lost this, then they are afraid of their kids and they have a
right to be afraid of them. At that point, they are not children any-
more, they are adults because they have raised themselves.

Mr. DursiN. I just want to say, in conclusion, I don’t have much
time left, but let me just say in conclusion, since I have been in
high school many, many years ago, and perhaps since you have
been, things have escalatecx It has gone from beer to cocaine. It has
gone from slapping a teacher to pulling a gun on him. The level of
violence which they are seeing in the hospitals and in the police
departments—this isn’t the way it used to be.

The disintegration of the family is much more serious today be-
cause the outcome of it is lethal and that is what we are concerned
about. I think we share many of those concerns. I am sorry if I
took your quote out of context, but it really grabbed me. I think 1
Colonel Colt was talking about the wild West and we want to keep
that wildness cut of our schools. l
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Mr. WEISENBURGER. That was exactly my point, too, sir.

Mr. DureIN. Thank you.

Chairman MiLLer. Congresswoman Boxer.

Mrs. Boxer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Dr. Scalea, I was born in Kings County Hospital a very long time
ago. I will tell you, it was a time so long ago that I think if there
was anything like the trauma center you run saw those kids
corégng into it, there would have been hysteria in the neighbor-
hood.

I think it is interesting that the people who are dealing with this
violence, Mr. Chairman, have a very different perspective than the
teachers. I mean, in other words, when you are into this day after
day and you are seeing the blood flow, I think it is a little different
than being in & classroom, with all due respect, where you don’t
see it, where your memories of shooting at targets are fond memo-
ries, where your memories of guns and your feelings about guns is
self-esteem. It is a little different. It is very hard to see self-esteem
in a kid that shot himself in the head.

I guess I was to ask the docs a question, and that is, we have
seen physicians in the commurity get very upset about the nuclear
arms race and some banded together and started a group called
Physicians for Social Research, and because physicians are still
rated very high in the public’s mind, it had a very big impact be-
cause physicians came forward and they said, “You know, we deal
with healing and we don’t want to ever be in a position to have to
deal with what will hagpen to us if there is a nuclear war, even if
we are around to see it.

Is there any move—is there any time for you to think about
some type of organization of physicians that would come forward,
physicians against gun violen-e? Is there any thought given to that
or are you too busy dealing with it?

Dr CuristorreL. There is no such organization at present. There
is a loose network of physicians, many of them are tied up, as you
say, taking care of the clinical problems that result from wide gun
prevalence. But I thirk that sort of development is very likely in
the years to come. Within the Academy of Pediatrics, this is a high
priority, and pediatricians around the country and the leadership
of the Academy have said that gun injury of children and adoles-
cents has to stop. The children just can’t keep getting injured and
dying! So I think you will see leadership from the pediatric commu-
nity, from the surgeons, (if they can get out of the operating room)
and some of our emergency room and family practice colleagues.

I want to just take a moment, though, to urge the people on the
committee and anyone who is listening to this testimony to inde-
pendently examine the statistics that Dr. Kleck and I have quoted.

Just to point out some potential discrepancies that you will dis-
cover: More than half of all unintentional firearm injuries of under
19-year-olds are under 15, not more than half over 15, as he stated.
The homicide rate may be falling overall, but it is rising for zero-
to 19-year-olds. The suicide rate that is attributable to guns is
rising for females; it is not falling for everybody.

So don’t believe either of us. Go get the data and see which way
it comes out.

Thank you.
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Mrs. Boxer. Dr. Scalea, could you comment on my point?

Dr. ScaLea. I think there may be two separate things. Yes, I
think that there is now a growing sense of responsibility in the
medical community as trauma has developed its own entity and
become now something that has the public’s eye. We the physicians
who are dealing with trauma would like to think that we have a
social conscious. That has now started to be a point of discussion—
in the national meetings and national forum.

I guess there is always a shock and a horror about kids, children
being hurt. The Academy of Pediatrics has always been very vocal
about trying to protect children. To use a quote, from earlier this
morning the political reality about adolescent trauma is that it is
basically a disesse of the ghettos and those people had not much of
a political voice up until now.

Mrs. Boxer. Okay.

Let me ask one question because 1 have to run and I know the
chairman is going to bring this to a close.

I want to first thank everyone on the panel because you have all
been direct with us and I have to particularly say to the law en-
forcement representative that you have moved me greatly. I think

ou are very effective and I commend law enforcement for what it
18 doing. It hasn’t been easy. You used to walk hand-in-glove with
NRA and now you are not; it is tough.

Give me one good reason, Mr. Weisenburger, to have a handgun,
just one good one?

Mr. WEISENBURGER. | enjoy shooting it. I enjoy going to the range
on Sunday afternoon and shooting——

Mrs. Boxer. A handgun?

Mr. WEISENBURGER. Yes.

Mrs. Boxgr. A small pocket handgun? One good reason?

Mr. WEISENBURGER. | have several handguns. I enjoy shooting
them all.

Mrs. Boxer. That is the reason?

Mr. WEISENBURGER. Sure.

Mrs. Boxer. So the one good reason to have a handgun is be-
cause you enjoy it. Okay. Thank you very much.

Chairman MiLLER. Mr. Smith.

Mr. SmitH of Vermont. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I have a question for Mr. Weisenburger about the training and
licensure aspect of your testimony and I would be interested in any
other response to that because I, frankly, can conceive of a bill like
that that would receive enormous opposition from national orga-
nized groups and so I really am intrigued about it.

I need to say a couple of things about violence. Some of the
things I have heard today, I really think that if we added up, re-
gardless of where the trend lines are, regardless of who we believe,
as you put it so well, if we called it a war and we said we have the
red team and the blue team and every time three people were
killed in Butte, Montana, we said reds lose two, blues ﬁ)se one,
then we would understand that we lose more people under the age
of 20 than they do on the West Bank and Central America and
Northern Ireland altogether in a year.

So if we called it something "esides a problem, I think this socie-
ty would react with horror to what is happening.

ERIC 16+

IToxt Provided by ERI




103

The second point—so I think we ought to give it a name. Any-
time you talk about the 2nd Amendment, my second point is, it
ought to be a tough conversation. People get hot about it, and they
ought to get hot about it because it is in the Bill of Rights.

o I don’t begrudge on either side of this argument the fact that
people get hot about it because it is important. But we have, in
fact, understood that there are limits to the freedom of speech.
Hclmes started the ball rolling with the famous quote, although, as
we are hopefully reminded, took about 40 years for that actually to
become law in this country.

I have a question, Mr. Chairman, as to whether or not we have
to—and it may have been covered before I came in here—look at
the issue of violence on television, and I think there are two kinds
of violence. There is the violence of slashing and maiming and kill-
ing and the good guys being the bad guys and the bad guys being
worse; and there is also the violence of banality, of mind-numbing
banality, and that is another kind of violence and it affects chil.
dren all over this country.

Somebody told an anecdote and I would tell you an anecdote and
if I seem intense about this, it is because I am and it’, not directed,
believe me, personally at anyone at this table.

But I have been treated, since I decided to support a limit on ac-
cessibility of assault weapons as a co-sponsor, to extraordinary
abuse and violence by the national sporting group known as the
National Rifle Association. They disguise it and they try to work
through operatives, but I hold them responsible for posters that
portray me alongside Adolph Hitler, which I consider to be abso-
lutely beneath—heyond any kind of contempt that I can imagine. I
hold them respunsible for disinformation that is not intended to
have a good debate about the 2nd Amendment and I will take that
any day, and in fact, have had them in shooting clubs in Vermont
where I have been the only person holding my point of view, and I
welcome that because that is what it is about.

When you don’t tell people the truth, then, in fact, there is no
basis for a debate, and I am enraged by the attempt to tilt the play-
ing field of the political debate around this issue.

That is the kind of violence that is simply—whether it is the
NRA or anybody else—we have to get beyond because it doesn’t
add light to what is—no matter how you feel about it—to what is
an enormously difficult problem.

So that particular violence, occasional shouted threat, occasional
phoned threat, is just all part of it, and I have been subject to that.

I think the context within which we choose to address this prob-
lem, Mr. Chairman, is critical and within that, the idea, frankly, of
training, of treating it like an automobile license in some regard is
of interest to me and I guess I would ask. you if you can spell it out
a little bit more because I support the sporting use of weapons and
maybe unlike soine other members of this committee, I understand
a day at the shooting range. I absolutely do, and I support that. I
don’t think we are talking about anything that would limit that. I
hope we are not.

What we are talking about is, I think, something very different
and I am wondering if you have any thoughts—any of you have
something else you coulcf offer as to how we might proceed—what
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that kind of system might look like so that it would work effective-

ly.

Mr. WEISENBURGER. I would see a system like that working possi-
bly through the DMV in my own State. I don’t see any reason that,
as a gun owner, I would not be willing to submit myself to a test to
prove that I knew how to handle the type of firearm T was trying
to be licensed to use. I don’t see any reason that I wouldn’t pay a
reasonable yearly fee. However, I can very easily see attempts by
legislatures to make the reasonable fee extraordinary so that
people would not be able to get the license.

I see an automobile as a much more dangerous weapon than a
firearm because the holoceust on our roads is deplorable, and, of
course, we are licensing drivers for that very reason. We are test-
ing s’glfexln; we are making sure they know how to operate the vehi-
cle safely.

I see a very strong parallel between the two. I don’t want to see
a licensing procedure be designed to limit the types of weapons
available. I think that an assault weapon, which I enjoy to shoot, is
just a piece of high-tech equipment, must like a racing automobile
18, just like a Porsche on the street is.

Right now, to drive a Porsche, you just have to have a license
and a Porsche is—I mean, it is a racing car, but it is on the street.
On the other hand, to race on a track, you have to have additional
licensing; you have % go through driver’s school; you have to get
whatever that particular track requires.

I don’t see any difference. I don’t see any need to not follow
through on scmething like that, not to limit the guns available.

I enjoy shooting an assault weapon. { enjoy shooting shotguns. I
enjoy shooting handguns, as Mrs. Boxer doesn’t seem to under-
stand. It is my choice.

On the other hand, we are tying gun violence into the drug prob-
lem. Gun violence and the drug problem sre two separate issues.
The drug problem is something that comes out of, as Detra pointed
out, a need for money. At my level in high school, I see it as & need
for self-esteem. I see students whose parents don’t give them the
intimacy they need at home and they are getting it by hanging
around with other students involved in a similar activity. So the
two are ser.arate issues.

Mr. Smite of Vermont. I guess I would be interested in—just in
following on—in any ideas about how we might think and whether
it shoula be at the State or national level because I probably may
be in a minority on this committee do not begrudge people in any
regard the right to use—and I am involved with automobile racing
and so I unde~stand the distincticn and I happen to think that it is
a distinction that could be used to argue for not necessarily re-
stricting weapons—we might disagree on that—but to determine
who is eligible and safe to own one.

I am really pleased to hear that because I think if you ran for
office, you would probably lose and I am about to find out in Ver-
mont.

Dr. CHRISTOFFEL. A couple of comments. One, I think it would be
a great step forward if every State in this country required licen-
sure of guns. They don’t, as you know, but they do require licen-
sure of many things, including dogs and fishermen, but not guns.
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Licensure would be a big step forward. Requiring training and
proven competence in gun handling to be licensed would be very
good as well.

But I want to make one comment which has not come up so far
this morning on the educatior and training issue. I do agree with
those who have said that it is important to train children from an
early age to be afraid of guns, respectful of guns, and that this
should be considered survival training, just like teaching them to
cross the street safely and put on their seat belts. However, I take
stroug exception to some of the “education” plans which have been
introduced aimed at very young children, which are purported to
teach them to be safe around guns. Some of you may have seen the
NRA Coloringl Book, which is aimed at kindergarteners anu first-
graders, which encourages children, if they find a gun in the home,
to find a responsible adult to put it away. I don’t know where
“away” is in the home with a child, and what the “adult” who is
going to put it away would have left it out for. In my opinion, and
the opinion of most of my colieagues that I have spoken with in the
Academy of Pediatrics, the premise that you can teach children of
that age to be responsible around guns is based on a faulty under-
standing of whe“ children of that age are capable of.

It is the adults who must be responsible for rotecting young
children. The children may or may not understang the safety mes-
sage, remember the message, retrieve the message when they need
it, distinguish a real gun from a toy gun, know whether the person
in the next room is an adult or teenager, or is sober or drunk.
There are so many flaws in the coloring book strategy that I think
we must unequivocally distinguish between teaching older children
safe handling for target shooting training for licensure of adults
and beginning at an early age to teach respect and fear of guns on
the one hand, from this notion on the other that you can teach a
child barely old enough to read to provide for his own safety. All
that can result is encouraging parents to be irresponsible in their
handling of guns around these youngsters,

Col. SupenskI. Let me echo what the doctor just said. Our educa-
tion program at the very early level, the elementary level, tends to
do just that. Wha. we hope to do is be able to bring some of this
stuff home to the parents so that we, by having workbooks that
talk to parents about their responsibility, we might educate the
parents through the kids, but I couldn’t agree more with that.

Basically, all you want to do at a very early age is to get them
away from it. You teach them just like you do Dr. Yuck. gain, as
I said, I am a shooter and I own guns. I taught my kid from a very
early age that was a no. I know all about the fruit of the poison
tree and all that other stuff, but the answer was no and the mes-
sage was clear and unequivocally no until he was early enough te
even comprehend what we were talking about.

Now, relative to the licensing provision that was espoused by Dr.
Weisenburger, I think that is fascinating and I would support that
fully. I think that could be done at a State level; that could be done
at a local level. Obviously, at the State level, I think that would be
the best place for it.

My God, you can’t be in the State of Maryland a cosmetologist—
that is a beautician—people who dye peoplé’s hair, without having
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to go to school, take 1500 hours of training and pass a test. But you
can go to a store, buy a handgun, something that can cause people
to die, with no testing. I would support that {ully.

If we could get the gun lobby to come off of dead center and help
us do that, we would be more than appreciative, but how in God’s
name can we talk about licensing and certification when we can’t
talk about a simple—something as simple as registration, a seven-
day wlv%iting period, the opportunity for police to at least screen the
people?

They talk out of both sides of their mouth, but if they would talk
on this one and talk seriously, I would welcome the opportunity.

Mr. Smite of Vermont. The reason I raised the question is that I
would be interested in any ideas, and I am sure the chairman
would be, too. My point is, my experience—beneath the thunder of
the debate that I have shared with you in terms of my own position
in my home State, I find that I run into NRA members and sports-
men—TI also am a gun owner and a hunter—who come up to me
quietly and say, “We need to do some things,” and while people
m:?' have disagreed with some of the elements of your testimony
and may, in fact, may have misinterpreted it and put it back to
i,;ou in their own intensity, I think you reflect something that I

ave found as I have gotten into this debate, that there are ideas
and there are ways, as well as there are fears and concerns, and
some how, we need to mediate this problem.

Somebody talked about mediation earlier. We have to get people
to the table and talk. Something I tried to do and, in fact, was re-
jected. Somebody said, who did you know when you didn’t have it

appening, this mediation attempt? I said, it was when they held
the press conference and called for my resignation or impeach-
n;en;i whichever could be done first, which sent a fairly clear
signal.

But, you know, I regret that that happened because I think you
are representing, and I mean this genuinely, the example that even
if we may disagree on socme of the other specifics, there are ideas
out there that we need to be working on. I am not sure any of us
know what the right r ‘swer is yet. We have the horses we ride,
but I thought it was an interesting idea and I commend you for it.

Let me get out of your hair, Mr. Chairman, because I know my
time is up.

Chairman MiLLER. That is fine. I am interested in the dialogue
back and forth.

Let me say that it was my intent when we decided to go down
this road, to look at children and violence and, specifically, in this
particular hearing, guns and violence—to try to shine the light on
this issue recognizing that there are, in fact, many different set-
tings in which children are exposed to guns. Some of the settings
are responsible and probably in all instances harmless. In other
settings, they are extremely dangerous and they are taking the
lives of thousands of our young people by accident, by homicide, by
suicide. All of it is unacceptable as far as I am concerned. Dr.
Kleck, I have serious problems when the suggestion is: well, this
happened in the 1920s and this isn’t so bad. That suggests a sense
of arrogance toward people who are trapped in those neighbor-
hoods. I don’t remember, in all of the readings or the portrayals,
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that the neighbors were very happy with Al Capone or somebody
else shooting up their neighborhood.

Mr. Kreck. I don’t recall saying it was no problem——

Chairman MiLLeR. I think I really have to tell you that your
notion that somehow, well, the statistics are really not much worse
than they were before, and you can find trouble spots, but it is not
a problem because, somewhere in the country, there is always some
disease or some malady that is worse than it was before—I don’t
understand the relevance of that statement when you have whole
families and whole neighborhoods and housing projects that are
consumed by this violence. And it may not be an epidemic on a na-
tional scale—and you will let me finish and then you are more
than welcome to respond— it may not be an epidemic on a national
scale, but in that neighborhood and in that city, it is.

We have gone so far as to see police departments sweep whole
neighborh , sweep whole neighborhoods because they were at a
loss at what else to do. I am fully prepared to suggest that much of
that increase in violence ig directly related to drugs and I think
you posed the crux of that problem. But the suggestion that be-
cause suicides are now maybe only 59 percent, as opposed to 61 per-
cent by handguns, or that they are going down after they went up
in 1974, is really a distinction without a aifference. It is really an
irrelevant discussion of the problem when, in fact, we see that the
3heer proximity and availabi;l)ity of guns is, in and of itself, creating
the opportunity to do serious harm.

Some of that harm comes because of criminal intent, some of
that comes because of ignorance, a lack of education, stupidity,
drunkenness, drug abuse, however you want to frame it. But the
fact, of the matter is, what is common is the availability of the gun
in those arenas.

And to dismiss that—that is my interpretation of your testimo-
ny—is incredible in my mind. It is really incredible.

Mr. Kreck. I didn’t dismiss it. I don’t know of anybody here who
dismissed it. I—

Chairman MiLLER. Nohody eise did.

Mr. Kieck. I can’t recall saying anything even remotely like
that. I pointed out the kind of facts that apparently spoil the fun
for people who are trying to crank up greater concern about a
problem that is declining,

Chairman MiLLER. It is not e question of cranking up concern.
You are looking at a problem that ic consuming great numbers of
children—

Mr. Kreck. Which problem are we talking about——

Chairman MILLER [continuing]. And for some reason, we have
not been able to focus on that——

Mr. Kieck. You keep switching back and forth as to which prob-
lem you are talking about. What I was specifically referring to at
that time was assault rifles. Assault rifles is not a growing prob-
lem. Now the problem you are talking about that is consuming the
neighborhoods is either drugs or violence or drug violence or some-
thing else and the argument shifts like quicksand. I can hardly
keep up——

Chairman MiLLER. No, the argument—the argument——

Mr. KLECK [continuing]. With exactly which it is that——
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Chairman MILLER [continuing]. Doesn’t shift. The argument is
the question of relating the availability of guns approximately to
guns in the environment, whatever that environment may be——

Mr. KLEck. All right, let’s address it that way.

Chairman MiLLER [continuing). Whether it is Mr. Weisenburger’s
home or whether it is Detra’s neighborhood.

Mr. KLeck. Good issue. Let’s address that and let me make it ex-
plicit why it is relevant to look at whether the problem is getting
greater or not.

If you want to establish that there is a connection between grow-
ing gun availability and growing violence, then presumably that is
premised on the idea that, A, gun ownership is growing, and B, gun
violence is growing.

I pointed out that neither of those things is true. It kind of un-
dercuts the argument that is, indeed, guns that are responsible for
the problem. To say that these factors——

airman MicLER. I didn’t say guns were responsible——

Mr. KLEck [continuing]. Are just irrelevant——

Chairman MiLEr. I didn’t say guns were recponsible for the
problem.

Mr. KLeck. Well, then, what are we talking about? You said——

Chairman MiLiER. | am raising the question of whether or not
the sheer numbers and availability in these various environments
and circumstances, whether that is something that is common——

Mr. KLECK. Okay.

Chairman MiLLER [continuing]. In that situation, as was pointed
out with the discussion of suicide. Perhaps those people would not
have committed suicide if they didn’t have that easy availabil-
ity——

Mr. KLeck. Great, then I can address that.

Chairman MiLLER. The criminal availability of guns in drug
neighborhoods is the question that is open here.

Mr. Kreck. I would be happy——

Chairman MiLLER. That is the whole purpose.

Mr. KLEck [continuing]. I would be happy to address that, then.

You mentioned suicide, okay, let’s briefly talk about suicides. Dr.
Christoffel says that guns are unique in their ability to allow a
person who is impulsive, who wants to—is temporarily despondent,
to commit suicide.

Number one, there is no evidence that guns are used by the sort
of people who are temporarily despondent. In fact, they appear to
be used almost entirely by people who are very seriously intent
over a very long period of time to use guns.

The people who use—who are temporarily despondent and at-
tempt suicide almost invariably do it with pills or little superficial
scratches on their wrists. Those are the cry-for-help types.

The claim that guns are sort of uniquely helpful in committing a
suicide is not supported. You take as an alternative method using
carbon monoxide fumes from an automobile, far more available, far
more immediately available than guns. V’irtually all households
have automobiles, certainly better than 90 percent, and only about
half of them guns of any kind.

You talk about lethality rates. Well, the lethality rates are basi-
cally the same for people vho attempt to commit suicide using
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carbon monoxide gas as those who use guns. Hanging is also—has
about the same lethality rate.

Now, there is no special training needed to put a noose around
your neck. It doesn’t require any expensive or hard-to-get equip-
ment and however lenient the gun laws of this country are, it ig
certainly a lot easier to get a piece of rope than it is to get a gun.

So to argue that there is something unique about guns is absurd.
It just isn’t consistent with any of these facts. The notion that gun
availability in any locality contributes to greater suicides is simply
not supported.

All right, let’s talk about homicides or about more generally as-
saultive crimes. What does it mean to have a gun available to
people? Well, it means a lot of things, some good and some bad.

One of the things it means, which people who support gun con-
trol will stress, and quite accurately, is that guns are more lethal
in homicides than fists, knives and the like. So that if you took a
gun away from somebody, if it hadn’t been available and they still
attacked, it would be less likely that their victim would die.

What they fail to report is evidence that has been known for
years that also indicates that when people have guns. everybody is
lots more cautious about getting into a fight in the first place. They
step very carefully around one another and I am talking whether
or not it i8 the victim or the offender who has the gun. Everybody
is very cautious and much less likely to get involved in an agsault
in the first place. So the presence of a gun makes it less likely one
person will attack another, but more likely that if they injure
them, that victim will die.

Then, on the other hand, the effect of guns in the hands of pro-
spective victims, to the extent that it exists, and it is probably a
mild effect, is a negative one; that is, a slight deterrent effact.
Crime is somewhat more dangerous for offenders when guns arz in
the hands of prospective victims.

So you have this mixture of positive and negative effects and you
have people who are familiar with only a tiny fraction of this evi-
dence authoritatively pronouncing that they know what the net
effect of the availability of guns are and it takes my breath away.

You know, I have spent ten years looking into all of these ins
and outs and basically the information is simply ignored It goes in
one ear and out the other. It is not that the evidence is successfully
rebutted, it is simply ignored. They simply proceed as if it did not
exist and they selectively cite the handful of statistics that will
support their point.

Chairman MiLLEr. I don’t think the evidence is being ignored at
all. T suggest that the evidence, either in the percentages or in the
raw data, is again consuming significant numbers of our children.
The purpose of this hearing is to raise that issue.

The purpose of this hearing is to raise the issue in terms of what
Mr. Smith just talked about, whether or not there are suggestions
to deal with it in Detra’s environment, Mr. Weisenburger’s envi-
ronment, in your environment, or others because we obviously
have a multi-faceted problem here which is sometimes driven by
rational behavior and sometimes driven by very irrational behav-
ior.
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But to ignore the fact that we are consuming thousands of young
people a year in one fashion or another—and there may be some
elements that we can’t do anything about. I think my point is, I
don’t know anywhere else where we lose this number of children
where there has been less discussion on the topic.

That is the reason for this hearing.

Mr. SmrtH of Vermont. Will the gentleman yield for a——

Chairman MILLER. It is not a question of what is the result of
this hearing. The question is this discussion—there is not much of
it going on in public arenas.

Col. SUPENSKI. Mr. Chairman, may I add——

Chairman MiLLER. Excuse me, let me——

Mr. Smite of Vermont. Let me just add, I think what, to use
our phrase, and I am accepting an inference here—what takes my
reath away, assuming that your data is correct, and I will accept

that for the time being—you know, there are lies, damn lies and
statistics—we all do it to some extent, but you know, you think it is
an argument to do nothing.

I am inferring that.

Mr. Kieck. No, my written testimony indicates exactly what I
think ought to be done. I am in favor of a gun owner’s license that
applies to all kinds of guns and—which is basically the same thing
that I guess has been endorsed by most of the people at this table,
so, you know, to the extent you ought to do anything, that ought to
be a good idea. But the point of that legislation is basically that
you are focusing on a highly violent segment of the population;
that is, you don’t let people with a criminal record get a license, s0
it is not an across-the-board measure.

It is not intended to be——

Mr. SmiTH of Vermont. Okay. My breath is half back in my body
now. Thank you.

Chairman MiLLER. Colonel Supenski.

Col. SUPENSKI. Let me address a couple of things.

First of all, we talked about—Dr. Kleck talked about the number
of guns hasn’t grown in this country. I don’t know where he gets
his statistics——

Mr. KLeck. No, no, I didn’t say that. I didn’t say that.

Col. SurENski. That is exactly what you said, sir.

Mr. KLeck. No, it is not.

Chairman MiLer. He said that gun ownership has not grown.

Col. SUPENsK1. Gun ownership hasn’t grown? Wel!, then, there
has to be something to account for the fact——

Mr. Kreck. No, no.

Col. SupENsKi [continuing). That there are ten times more guns
in our society since 1900; that is, since 1900, we put more guns into
society than were in existence——

Mr. KiLeck. Nobody knows that.

Col. SupeNskKI. Oh, yes, we do.

Mr. Kieck. No one knows how many guns there were in 1900.

Col. Surensk1. We also know that gun sales have quadrupled
from 1965 to 1985 and all you have to do is look at BATF records.
Don’t tell me nobody——

Mr. KLeck. I have looked at the BATF records and that is not
what they indicate. Gun sales——
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Col. Supenskr. Then you are looking at——

Mr. KLECK [continuing). Have declined since 1978.

Col. SupENskI [continuing). Then you are looking at the wrong
sales because gun sales in my State haven’t——

Mr. Kreck. I happen to have the statistics right——

Col. SupENnsk1. Wonderful.

Mr. KLEck [continuing]. Here. Let’s see who is fabricating statis-
tics. Let’s take a leok at the gun sales right here.

Col. Supenskl. How many guns?

Mr. Kreck. Would the Congressman like to look and see if this
man is telling the truth about gun sales in the last ten or 15——

Co‘} SupENskL. Is that an article from the NRA, American Rifle-
man/

Mr. Kreck. No, it is BATF statistics.

Chairman MiLLER. Why don’t we make it part of the record.

[The information follows:)
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Firearms Production by
1.S. Manufacturers, 1973-1985

“This article 13 from the December 1987 1ssue of
+ Shooting Industry magazine and is reprinted here

By Watter J. Howe with the
owner, Walter §

or sevesal years prior o the enactment of

the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968
(GCA 68). a consantly securming question
fromlegiators was How many firearms are
there nthe hands of US civihans and what
types of firearms are they”

Guesstimates ranged from ridiculous lows
to even more ridxulous highs The most
readily accepted estimates were those extrap-
olated from the data in Gatlup, Harnis and
amilar putdic opimon polls But. there were
cven sigmficant differences between the hg-
ures offered by these leading polling
orgamzations

Because Federal legislators felt it was vital
10 know as much as possible about the US
fircarms population before enacting laws
designad to control the commerce 10 and
possession of these items. a Task Force on
Firearms was deagnated as a study group
within the Natronal Commussion on the
Causes and Presention of Violence (This
Commmesion was established by Prosdent
Lyndon Johnson 1n June 1968 following the
assassination of Martin Luther King and
Robert kennedy v ithin a few muonths of cach
other)

The Violence Commussion used Its powes
of subpocna to compel 68 leading US fire-
arms manufacturers to divulge the rumhers
of prstols. resolsers, shotguns and nifies they
had produced between 1920 and 1968 For
earhier sears {1899-1919) less detated figures
were also requested

Using the data obuaned from the manufac
turers, plus data from e Census Bureau, the
US Anny. the Burcau of Customs and other
«ources, the Violence Commission estimated
that US production plus imports (minus
wear-oul and detruclion), sesulted 1n there
being approx mately one hundred million
firerarnys of all fypes 1n the hands of US
cwilians 1n 1968

To obtain more details, the Commission

asked the Harnis orgamization to condwkl 3
specaal sursey to determune the number and
types of hireaems in househakds ol tha aation
The data from that survey, combined with
basic data from a 1966 Gallup sursey, pro-
duced an estiniate of Lighty mulhion firearms
1n the handss of the public

As 2 compromig between the one hun
dred mithon pradustion/imiport hgure axd
the ughty ithon public surses hyure, the
Conumwion declued *There are an esti-
mated mincty milhon firearmsoin asiliun
hands in the Lnited States today (1968),
35 mihion niftes, 31 millan shotguns and
24 aillion handguns—in 60 milhan
houscholds.”

Actudlly, 1t would hase been more correct

RIC
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to state that the 90 milion firearms were
distributed among approumately 36 million
househoks (rather than the towl of 60 mil
lion) because the 1966 Galtup sursey data -
used by the Commusswon—showed 1% of
households did aot have a firearm

While the Commissions method for
estimating civilan fire arm possession can be
faulicd for being less thorough than it Lould
have been {as exainple. it did not make an
allowance for exports of US fircarms over
the years). virwally all subsequent estimate.
of civilun fircarms POsSEssion are based on
the Commussion’s 1968 figures. of use those
figures as @ frame of referenc e of abasis for
‘proof Currently, the most thoroughly
explored estimate of the US firearms ‘popu
laton 15 to be found i “Under the Gun." 3
1983 book by Wright, Ross1 and Daly

Prior to the Comnuswon’s haung com
petled the fircarms manufxturers (in 1968) 10
reveal production data, such detailed 1nfor
mation on the annual production of US fire
arms manufaciurers was simply not to be
had There wereUS Census of Manufactur
ers figures cosering <elecied years along
with 2 few spectal gorernment studies But
all such materal was, atbest, incomplete and
vague Gun collectors, over the years, have
published production figures bul mainly
relating to medels long discontinued

Publixcation of the Task Force onFircarms
Report® (1n 1970), featuring mans years of
production figures by general fircarm type
(rific, shotgun, handgun), seemed 1o be ade-
quate unul 1972 in that year, “nring a hear
ing on gun control, a Congressman ashed 4
Treasury Department official how many
handguns of a patticular caliber had heen
imported and how many had teen manufac
tured by US makers

Because the US Gosernment collects
information on firearm mpaorts. the official
could provade specific dau on pistol imperts
But. he had 1o admit the BATF did not bave
figures on domestic_production

Lvidently the Conpresanans question
poInted up o Meming soud 1n data gabesing,
fut shortly thereafter the BATF vudd ¢
roquirement (hat ¢very holder of o Federal
Frcarms Muanufacturers Livense had o sub-
s Quarterly Firedras Manufxining and
Expuriation Report: Thes repoit (Form
8N calls for handgun mahers 1o furash
production figures by handgun tfype - prstol
and rualser~by Galiber L ong gun mane
facturers are required W furnsh produstion
hyures only by baue gun type te e or
shatgen Production figures for machine
gunsand uny other weapoa are dha called
for as 18 the quantity of cach of the ahove

Copynght ©Waiter J Howe 1987

weapons which1s exported inthe quarter All
of the figures exclude firearms manufactured
for the Armed Forces of the United States

The advent of the BATF's Manufacturing
and Exportation Report generally displeased
the manfaxcturers and gensrally pleased anti-
handgun groups. legislators. cotlectors and
authors of learned Journal papers,

Ecentually as the rewult of legal prodding
by Hundgun Controt. Inc . the BATF was
compelled 10 make available (under FOLA)
the detaded production data—by manufac-
tures —they obtain from all fircarms manu-
facturers The only restriction s that the
released figures must be one year old (More
recently the BATF has changed their ruks so
the manufxctures report only at year-end
rather than quarterly Moreover, due to the
BATF changing their computer 2rrange-
ment, 1986 production figures arc not asail-
able as this artcle s being completed 1n
Scptember 1987 )

Consolidated reports of US fircarms pro-
duction appeaning in some BATE publxa-
ons show totals for the Gosernment fiscal
year which do not coincide with the calendar
year A« aresult. fiscal year figures —whxch
are different from calendar year figures—are
often seen 1n print media

Another source of confusion with regard
(o firearms production figures stems fromihe
fact that BATF has. from time to time.
res1sed vanous weapon-type and cahber fig
ures Although these changes are made in the
interest of producing reference matenal
which avcurately reflects the actual situation.
1L remasns that there can be similar appeaning
reports for a given period with two quite
different figures for the ame tem Still the
difterences 10 figures are usually not sigmfi
cant when related to a specific firearm tvpe
tota) for 2 year

In the preparation of this artle, greatcare
has been tahen at every stage in the conser-
swnof the basic BATF figures into arrays and
graphs However, hecause many of the bask
fgures huse been rounded 2 climinate the
thousands portion of the cxpession, Cross
cheching of some totals will result 10 poa
agreement But here again, the differences
n no way distort the picture (NOTE The
BATF form on which manufacturers submt
hindgun caliber information has the word

W preceding the numencdl catiber Thus,
more than one common cantndge chamber
g may be included n the production total
fora peahc caiher As example. under the
resolser hissihication, “To 327 are resolsers
chambered for the 30 Carbine, the 32 S&W.
the 32 HAR Mag [ cetc )

It should be noted that the first BATF

.
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ered the third and fourth quarters of calendar Total Production by U.S. Manufacturers,
m.mmnckdounamclwctheﬁguns . -1 its in
from that sux-month pemod fo he gy —Caleady 1973-1985 (Units i 000)
500 that proper comy canbe made anly Year Shotguns Revoivers Pustols Rufles ol
between full calendar years. Except foc one | mewees X sovem >Ry 37
graph covering “Handgun Production 1952 1973 1567, 185 N7 e | 482 1950 141
thru 1985." all other graphs and arrays cover L 4
the thirteen calends* years 1973-1985 |_ 1974 1789 14% 15351 399 2148 3832
inclusive. (The data tv the 1952-1985 Hand- 1975 1482 26 g | ass 2036 5359
gen Production es Violence 1976 1288 1425 KA. 2138 5320
Copm’a;sswn figures for the 1952-1972 1917 1185 124136y a30 1840 T
Approximately 63,393,000 firearms 1978 1253 1458 1953] 499 1853 5063
(excluding those bfyorutf; us.émwdFm:e) 1979 1322 1533 264 634 1852 S41
were ot m
furned 1980 139 1586 2570 784 1913 5612
1985, firearm
eadocuon oot o o s reampe | |—C0 PN 1% o7 ws | ol | s
Rufles 22.105.&(3 ggz 1982 [ 1593 4] st6 1491 4758
Revolvers 17,691, 3
S 150 1983 891 1011 (cs? 642 %1 3486
Pistols 79900 1% 1984 952 N6 <] 15 1102 3734
During the studied peniod, annual fire. 1985 770 84 15| 107 1141 3462
arms production ranged from a high of

5,832,000 uruts 1n 1974 10 & lowof 3,462,000

three graphs (elsewhere 1 the artcle) e *“Firearms and Violence In American

uarts 1985 As ts sugg ssted by the figures 1n provided to permit direct comparision Life"~Library of Congress Card Number
lhehblebdow.nmtﬂﬁmrmtypscxw;— long gun and handgun production 70-601932,
enced their production highs and lows in the (NOTE:lnformmmoUnnm-«ype

$ame years, a fact wheh remnforces the tunk-  and caliber of nfles and shotguns 15 not

ing that factors other than prevailing econ-  gathered by any Government agency
omyphynpmimheupsuddowmdme Although both BATF and the US Depart-

cvilian gun busiress, ment of Commerce collect data on firearms

Fircarm Type High Year Unuts (000) Low Year Unuts (000)

Rifle kZ 2148 33 %1

Shotgun 2 1789 '8$ 770

Revoiver ‘81 1799 85 844

Pistol ‘81 858 4 3%

. 'L“‘L‘_.WK,*'“ pruxipat r"ﬂ","f"f""“ arixle  tmported into the United States, none of the

by US. manufacturers, the followng al
years, all firearms types array, as well as

figures 1 any pant of thus artxcle include
unports ) s

About the author: Walter J, Howe &t g
researcher and consulians on firearms. He
retired from Snrm, Rugzz & Ca, Inc. Souch-
port. Conn tn October of 1984
He poined SR & Co. 1n K68 after the
assassination of Senator Robert Ke, . Gl
the inwtation of the Chairman, W B Ruger,
f0 advise on firearms legistation and related
matters In 974 ke wasappornted Vice Pres-
ident for Manufacturing of the Headguarters
in Southport, 10 reorganize the opera-
tion Subsequent 10 a heart attack he became
Special Projects Administrator 1978)
involved 1n product habiluy, legislanive
analysis and hason, and corporaie market-
ing data analysis. While with SR & Ca. he

represented the company 1o the industry
association (SAMM!) on the Legislarve and
Legal Affars Commuttee and the Execusive
Commuttee,

Orher firearms related affliations include
Editor of The Amencan Rifieman magayne,
and Divector of the NRA Edvtoral and Tech-
mcal Dinsions from 1953 1o 66 Asst
Director of Research & Devel . Marhin Fire-
arms Co., Gun Eduor/Ediorsal Director,

Hunting & Fishing Magazne, author of text-
book, “Professional Gunsmitlung™ fellow
crvminalistics American Academy of Foren-
sic Scrences: founding president (R69) and
now distinguished member of Asse~zion of
Firearms and Tool Mark Exameners,
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Long Gun Production—USA Mfers

2200
1800
1€00
£ 1400
g 1200 B SHOTGUNS
g 1000 0 RIFLES
800
BATF Dat:
800 \TF Data
400
200 SHOTGUNS and RIFLES as a % of Total Long Guns
0 YEAR * Shotguns % Rifles
'73'74'75'76777879'80'81'82'83'84'85 1973 45 85
1974 45 55
1975 41 59
1976 38 62
1977 39 61
1978 40 680
1979 42 58
1980 41 59
1981 38 62
1882 38 64
1983 49 51
1984 46 54
1985 40 60
Handgun Production—USA Mfgrs
1800
1600
1400 -
g 1200
H 1000
B REVOLVERS
800 - PISTOLS
600 - BATF Data
400
200 PISTOLS and REVOLVERS asa % of Total Handguns
0
737475 76 77 78 79 '80 81 B2 '83 '84 85 VEAR %Plstols % Revolvers
1973 28 72
1974 21 79
1975 2 76
1976 25 75
1977 24 76
1978 26 74
1979 29 71
1980 33 67
1981 32 68
1982 4 68
1983 39 61
1984 45 55
1985 46 54
1z
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Total Hzndguns — Percent

7374 75 76 77 78 79 '80 '81 '82 '83 '84 '85

PISTOLS & REVOLVERS PERCENT OF TOTAL HANDGUNS
U.S. Producuon 1973 thru 1985

U.S. HANDGUN PRODUCTION TOTAL by CALIBERS
For the Years 1973 thru 1985
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YEAR Produced Expotted
7452332 10292
74 399011 11,350
7S 455267 18836
76 468638 19,746
77 440,387 18.69
78 499.257 12017
wa 6713 26274
80 783480 30,699
‘Bl 857832 25485
82 81636 20619
8) 642438 1242
B 754193 1028
8BS 706,542 28,998

TOTAL 7009466 24546

Production in Units (000)

PIST % REV REV

Export  Produced
228 1170966  79.897
2,85 1,495,861 116,189
414 1425833 175,656
422 1425407  189.619
425 1,423,984 184,853
241 1,458,013 235,798
415 152908 185,642
392 1,586.149 200,733
297 L7933 320732
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U.S. HANDGUN PRODUCTION in thousands (000)
1952 thru 1985
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U.S. PRODUCTION & EXPORT of REVOLVERS
1973 thru 1985 in Units (000)
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U.S. REVOLVER PRODUCTION TOTAL by CALIBERS
€200 For the Years 1973 thru 1185
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Revolver Production by Caliber, 1973-1985
YEAR n RN 3Spec.  ITMlag  dMag 43 Toal

73 401,388 112,593 407,884 206,387 31,521 11,193 1,170,966
™ 483,154 177.721 508,653 254.543 ssa7 12,573 1,495,861
7 402,635 107,44 535 604 292937 76,264 10,949 1,425,833
76 390,213 91,091 475,752 380.291 65,827 22,233 1,425,407
n 31,206 41,166 S14.718 431,481 99.648 25.765 1,423,984
8 355,654 4051 432,611 484,782 124,675 19,720 1,458,013
7 437,028 75,901 H.647 S11,504 127.082 38,656 1,532,908
%0 468,038 169,362 34,268 449,313 13871 36,363 1,586,149
81 500,137 120,53 450,714 523,958 7M. 32,073 1,799,133
8 352,059 62,58 531,906 475,012 153,674 18,082 1,393,231
83 169,226 23.738 72,704 404,767 133.224 6,953 1,010,609

B 162095 46,657 287088 290170 138972 4§34 ‘925516
B 166680 3418 219217 2291 18728 11939 843,529
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U.S. REVOLVER PRODUCTION—Cal. .22 U.S. REVOLVER PRODUCTION—Cal. .357 Mag.

Units in Thousands (000)—1973 thru 1985 Units in Thousands (000) — 1973 thru 1985
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400 450 )’y l
350 400 + 2
350 4
300 200 1
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200 200
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100 100
50 50 1
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U.S. REVOLVER PRODUCTION—Cal. .32 U.S. REVOLVER PRODUCTION—Cal. .44 Mag.
Units in Thousands (000)— 1973 thru 1985 Units in Thousands (000) — 1973 thru 1985
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U.S. PISTOL PRODUCTION TOTAL by CALIBERS
For the Years 1973 thru 1985
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Pistol Production by Caliber, 1973-1985

YEAR 2 25 32 380 IMM 45 ol
n 141,251 215,591 1228 28,802 34,451 30,999 452,332
74 150,633 114,544 1,525 22,426 44,929 64,954 399,01t
75 195,248 118,249 1,665 34,868 56,389 48,848 455,267
76 173,455 112,598 748 52,187 68,715 60.935 468,638
m 129,343 111,363 1,145 42,480 347 52,639 440,387
78 138,395 159,032 1,813 31,902 59,445 108,670 499,257
79 206,101 192,181 2,250 50,665 64,324 118,182 633,713
‘80 285,172 299,083 6,542 60,991 RIS 88,367 783,480
‘81 256,817 332,766 4979 90.199 72812 95.199 857,832
82 26,877 328,459 4,968 66,723 91,137 98,192 816,356
83 237,083 248,182 6,240 52,184 42,513 56,286 642,458
B 275.242 245,749 4.220 80,632 71046 77,308 754,193
85 840M 198,719 22,527 61 660 35.252 84312 706,542

Total 2,570,319 2,676,516 59,850 675,719 812,165 1,014,887 7,909,366 35401
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U.S. PISTOL PRODUCTION—Cal, .45
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U.S. PISTOL PRODUCTION—Cal. 9mm
Units in Thousands (000)—1973 thru 1985

U.S. PISTOL PRODUCTION—Cal. .380
Units in Thousands {000)—1973 thru 1985
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Mr. KLeck. There is only one source of information on this and it
gnly indicates one thing: gun sales have been declining for the last

ecade.

Col. SupenskI. Well, in Baltimore County, we register about 3900
new guns a year——

Mr. KLECK. Registrations don’t indicate gun oswnership——

Col. SupeNSsKI. No, in fact, it doesn’t——

Mr. Kieck [continuing). They indicate registration.

Col. SUPENSKI [ﬁgntinuing]. What it does tells you is how many
guns are legally bought. It doesn’t tell you about the 1.5 unregis-
tered handguns sold for every one (1) handgun purchased by people
with a licensing provision.

His business about two armed people who somehow now gently
dance around each other? Have you ever been in a gun fight? Have
you ever been shot at?

Mr. KLEcK. And how would that change——

Col. SupeNskI. Let me tell you something, that does——

Mr. KLECK [continuing). My view of it?

Col. Supenskl. Well, 1 will tell you something, it would
change——

Mr. KLECK. Would it change reality somehow?

Col. SupenskI [continuing]. Your view drastically if you had been
in an armed confrontation and you let someone point a gun at you
You tell them that we dance around them.

Mr. KiECK. In the exact situation——

Col. Supenski. That belies what a gun——

Mr. Kreck [continuing]. Describing the fraction of people who ac-
tually attack one another is lower than when they were dancing
ground one another with fists or knives. That is what the facts in-

icate.

I am sorry they are inconvenient—--

Col. Supensk1. Well, there are about 500,000 police officers——

Mr. Kreck [continuing]. With your argument, but there is only
one set of facts on these.

Col. SupeNnskI [continuing]. In the United States today who would
drastically differ with you. The waltz that we perform is a little bit
different or we are listening to a different band.

Mr. KrLeck. How could they know? How could they differ? If they
have been in that assault, how could they compare it with an as-
sault they hadn’t been in? I mean, you can’t infer that from indi-
vidual experience in a single case.

The point is——

Col. SupenskI. You can infer from looking down the barrel of a

n——-

Mr. Kreck [continuing). There is a comparison between gun as-
saults and knife assaults. If they have each been in a thousand of
eacp, I would say, hey, you know, you can judge a lot from a per-
son’s——

Col. Supenskl. We face knives——

Mr. KLECK [continuing]. Experience.

Col. SupenskI [continuing]. Guns, clubs, knuckles, and I am tell-
ing you something.

Chairman MiILLER. As much as it is the intent of the Chair——

Col. Supensk!. There is no music in that dance.
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Chairman MILLER. As much as it is the intent of the Chair to
stimulate exactly this kind of discussion, I am going to have to tell
you that the clock has run.

Mr. Kleck, we will take the BATF statistics and they will be
made part of this record. It is the purpose of this hearing.

Maybe it points out one thing, that there is a good portion about
guns that we don’t know in this society. Because, I don’t know, but
I would be surprised if we learn a lot about guns from gun sales
and/or registration about the true movement of guns, because I
think most of the people that Detra was discussing aren’t either
being tracked in terms of sales and/or registration of those guns.

Obviously, an emotional subject, one that we will continue to
pursue because I am still not persuaded that we are not dealing
with a very serious public health problem here with respect to
young people for a whole host of reasons.

But nevertheless, there still seems to be a fairly common ele-
ment here in terms of the damage that is done, and that is, in fact,
the firearm, in whoever’s hands it may be.

With that, the committee is going to——

Mr. Smrta of Vermont. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman MIiLLER. Yes.

Mr. Smrra of Vermont. Could I just add—if I could, if it is appro-
priate, would you find it acceptable if we asked these witnesses to
submit any specific recommendations they have——

Chairman MILLER. Oh, let me say, absolutely, that——

Mr. Smrth of Vermont [continuing]. And ideas because——

Chairman MiLLER [continuing]. Both recommendations and, to
the ext  to which the witnesses want to examine one another’s
testimony and draw issue with it, that will pe helpful to the mem-
bers of this committee also.

So let me thank you very much for your presence and for your
help to the committee, and with that, the committce will stand ad-
journed.

[Whereupon, at 12:50 p.m., the sele~t committee was adjourned,
to reconvene subject to the call of the Chair.]

[Material submitted for inclusion in the record follows:]
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June 28, 1989

William D. Weisenburger, Jr.
Assistant Principal
Stonewall Jackson High School
Hanassas, VA 22110

Dear Mr. Weisenburger:

before the Seiect Committee on Children, Youth, and Pamilies at
our hearing, °Children and Guns,* held here in Washington on June
15. Your testimony was, indeed, important to our work.

The Committee is now in the process of preparing the transcript
for printing. It would be helpful if you would go over the
enclosed copy of your remarks to assure that they are accurate,
and return the tranacript to us within by July 10 with any
necessary corrections.

In addition, Representative Peter Smith has requested that each
witness forvard any legislative recommendations they may have.
So that your recommendations may be included in the printed
record, please return them with the transcript,

Let me adain express my thanks, and that of the other members of
the Committee. Your participation contributed greatly toward
making the heaxing a success.

Sincerely,

GEORGB MILLER

Chajirman

Select Committee on Children,
Youth, and Pamilies

GH/4
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TO: Chairman George Miller
Mr. Thomas Bliley
FROM:  Mr. William Wessenburger
RE: Response to Transcripts and Firearms Legitslation

The transcripts of my testimony and response to quest:ons was accurate.
However, I would 1ike to make a few add, tional comments and torwarg scome
thoughts regarding legislation.

The Committee hearings re-emphasized the fact that the ;ssye of firea~ms
ownership by the American public 1s a verr complex and multi-faceted one, The
tnyurtes inflicted on young people cannot be categorized into one neat, easily
controlied package. The comblexity of the issue had members of the Comm:ittee
and the panel comparing *apnles and oranges”. Youth suicide. an extremaly
important 1ssue to al! educators should not be discussed i rejaticn to
Irjur:es inflicted on members of the drug trade. Su:cide 15 a problem related
to low self-esteem. depression and dycfunctional famities. Suicide needs to be
approached from the stand point of suic.de prevention not qun control.,
Suicioes can be prevented by watching for warning signs. recognizing at-risk
students and educatirg family and friends about the 1ssue. Likewise, zccidents
need to be separated from both suicide and crime. Acc:dent prevention in any
setting 15 larqely a function of education and familiarization with equioment
being used and proper safety precaut:ons anc practices for operat:on.

The tssue 15 made more complex by differing points of reference. In reviewing
the transcripts. 1t appears that when Mrz, Boxer asked me far * one good
reason ° to own a handgoun she was referring to a so called *Saturday Night
Special”. I responded from my frame of reference which 15 competitiye
handgunning and handgun hunting. Handguns for those purpuses are neither cheap
nor of low quality. Many of the handguns used ‘n these endeavors are the
handquns :z24 by police and m:!itary or are of a similar style though modified
for extreme accuracy and reliability.

Similar reference probiems arise In trying to compare my perspective with the
perspective of an emergency room doctor. I would exoect them to see injured
people, that 1s their professton. People Qo to hospitals when they are hupt
not wher ther are relaxing. The doctors were at odds with the statistics. The
actual number of cases probably 1s on the rice. but the percentsge of (nyuries
per thousand in the population 15 shrinking. Pooulation growth is outstripoing
the increase in violence. A larger section of the population 15 behaving more
responsibility. A healthy trend, ! think. The doctors coint of view 15 no
doubt cotored by seeing injured chjidren everyday, but that point of view may
not be accurate from a purely factual reference point. I would challenge the
doctors to get out of the emergency room and visit a shooting range. shoot a
round of skeet and socralize with the members of the club.
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1 agree with Mrs. Boxer, 1t 1s very hard to see self-esteem 1n "a Kid thac
shot himself 1n the head*. He had little self-esteem when he shot hims2lf and
probably no family support, the lack of which put him 1n the position to feel
that suicide was the answer. That was my point, engaging tn the shooting
sports with family, friends or other caring adult role models may have .iven
the suicide victim the outlet to seek help or the self-esteem needed to
overcome the feelings that led to suicide.

As I stated inmy testimony I agree with Mr, Durbin that a "wild west®
mentality has no place In today‘s society. I also agree that misuse of a
firearm can put a criminal on equal footing with a policeman or a Principal.
On the other hand, a gun in the hands of a woman familiar with (t’s wuse 1s on
equal footing with a rapist or a group of sociopaths out *wilding®.

The issue of crime 15 probably the most complex and it certainiy qets the most
attention. It 1s an economic as well as socia! problem. Detra pointed out that
ser friends that carried weapons were involved 'n the drug trade. Pushers with
money, clothes and cars are the role models. Kids see "easy® money ali of the
time. "Get rich guick" schemes are on TV, athlates make mildions to play a
game, lotteries promise to make the ccamon m2n into an instant millionaire and
*white collar® criminals go to country clubs to serve time for crimes that
affected millions of people . Moms and Dads that work all day, come home
sweaty and tired and make enough to feed and house the family with little left
for luxuries barely stand a chance.

1t can come as no surprise that the homicide rate for children under ntneteen
1s rising. It 15 rising by the design of adult criminals getting young people
involved 1n the trade due to the obvious advantages of employing the young for
11legal activities. Surely it 1s no surprise that young children would be used
in the trade as they are tried at the juvenile level, serve yuventle
punishments and therefore get away with adult crimes and make adult money for
*$ree”, Children i1nvolved in adult crimes for adult reasons need to be treated
as adults. not as children.

Guns don’t create the crime they become a tool to carry out the trade.
Eiiminate the guns and the crime will remain, however, eliminate the crime and
the criminal misuse of the guns will stop because there will be no demand for
guns to be used 11legally. The thought of banning guns from the general
population to keep quns off the street ts naive. A drug imparter that can
smuggle tons of drugs into the country every month can certainly smuaqle tons
of arms.

1 feel there are ways to heip parts of the situation with legislation aimed at
keeping legally purchased weapons out of the hauds of criminals and people
that may not be able to make the right choices concerning firearms use. Even
though i am a Life Member of the NRA I support this trpe of legislation.
However,l would oppose legislation if it limits the types of firearms
available to ths public or «f I perceive 1t as being designed to limit the
seoment of the public that has the financial means to own and operate

fire .rms.
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PROPOSED LICENSING OF FIREARMS OPERATORS

I would propose that the Federal Government create preemptive leaislation to
ticense the ysers of firearms.

1. Al firearms users would be required to have a firearms operators
license.

2. All applicants for the license would need to .omplete a f rearms
safety and familrarization course.

. ALl applicants would need to pass a test at the time of application
covering firearms safety, )aws reQarding firearms and general
knowledge of firearms.

9. A1l applicants would be subjected to a background check at the time
of application.

S. Licenses would be renewed every other year.

b. Licenses would contain a picture and physical description of the
hotder.

7.  The license would need to be presented at the time of purchase of a
firearm, ammunition, firearms hunting licenses and at the
registration for shooting competitions. Gun club members would be
reautred to have a license before be:ng allowed to use facilit es
without direct supervision.

8. Non=1icensed personc should be allowed to shoot under the
supervision of a licensed operator to learn the sport and prepare
for the test.

?. Licenses would be temporarily or permanently revoked for violation
of firearms laws, misuse of a firearm. conviction of a felony.

10. Licenses would not be ssued to people not eligible for firearms
ownership under current )aw.

11. Different jevels of firearms ownershiP could be established. The
basic license could cover long guns. the more advanced 1 cense
covering handguns, "assault rifles" and the more advanced weapons.

12. Holding a firearms 1icense should be a bas.c requirement for a law
enforcement crficer and be a part of military training.

ERIC
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To make a proposal such as the above palatable to the NRA and the firearms
owning public some other points would need to be addressed. A proposal such as
this would need to be at the Federal level and need to preempt all local and
state laws. Such a move would clear up many confusing situations gun owners
now encounter. Hunters traveling across country would not be violating any
local and state laws. Peoole relocating to 2 new chase Lould not rasd to
forfeit their firearms due to differing laws. -

The licensing fees cannot be designed to preclude cwnership of firearms. They
need to be reasonable and consistent. The advanced permit cannot be more
expensive to reduce the number of advanced operators. Licensing fees cthould be
used to +und firearms safety classes and cover expenses of the licensing
program,

Al) interests should be encouraged to participate in the formation of tests
and curriculum for courses including the NRA and Handgun Inc. The license
would be a significant prece of documentation to the owner of 3 firearm and to
the people associated with the cwner. It would represent training in the use
of a firearm, At the range, ! could reasonably assume that all those shooting
around me had the same basic training I have i1n the use of a firearm. It could
be a valuable piece of evidence or lack of evidence in a liabil:ity suit
concerning the alleged misuse of a f.rearm. !t could reoresent another method
of putting people away that do not belong on the street, i.e. possession of a
firearm without a proper oberators license.

i feel that legisiation as outlined above would be a significant step in
helping alleviate accidental shoot:nas. shootings by repeat offenders, and
would helo Keeo guns out of the hands of people not cacable of making the
right decisions regarding firearm’ ownershio.

The problem needs to be attacked from other directions as well. Treat
criminals Vike criminals not like children. Impose mandatory sentencing for
the use of any weapon, nct jyust firearms. In a crime. Reduce demand for crime
by making 1t very unattractive and very high risk to the perpetrator.

Propose and fund education programs to teach safety and familiarization wita
firearms. Treat the causes of suicide as a method of suicide orevention.
Trying to ban the instrument of suicide 15 naive, how do we ban ropes,
Kitcher Knives and prescription drugs.
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Colonel Leorard Supenski, Chief
Crime Prevention Bureau

Baltimore County Police Department
7209 Bel Air Road

Baltimore, MD 21206

Dear Chief Supenski:

I want to express my personal appreciation to You for appearing
before the Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families at
our hearing, "Children and Guns,* held here in Rashington on June
15. Your testimony was, indecd, important to our work.

The Committee is now in the process of preparing the transcript
for printing. 1t would be helpful if you would go over the
enclosed copy of your remarks to assure that they are accurate,
and return the transcript to us within by July 10 with any
necessary corrections.

In addition, Representative Peter Smith has requested that gach
vitness forward any legislative recommondations they may have.
So that your reccmmendations may be included in the printed
record, please retuvn them with the transcript,

Let me again express my thanks, and that of the other members of
thc Committee, Your participation contributed greatly toward
making the hearing a succass.

Sincerely,

GEORGE MILLER

Chairman

Select Committee on Children,
Youth, and Families
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BALTIMORE COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

HEtDQU IRTERS
100 KENILE ORTH DRIV F

TOSTSON, MARYL 1\ D 212044007
(fod 387 2218 >
Dennus £ Rasmussen
County Exmcutve

Cornelius J Behan
CNoel of Porce

June 22. 1989

Honorable George Miller

Chairman
Setect Commttee On Children, Youth,

and Families
H2-385 HOB Annex 2
Washington, D.C. 20515-6401

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before
the Committee on June 15, 1989. In response to your and
Congressman Peter Smith's request for recommendaticns
and/or additional data, I have enclosed the following.

I hope this information 18 of assistance to the
Committee as i1t seeks to find answers to some widespread

and dangerous dilemmas,

NS
ard J, Supenski
1me Prevention Bureau

Baltamore, MD 21206
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Now, Dr. Kleck's assertion that private sales for firearms are
actually dropoing 1is scmewhat = shall we say - misleading. They may
have leveled off or reached a temporary piateau. However, you must
look at the base line figure. when you consider all firearms sales
since 1900 (especially from 1959 through 1979) the trend is most
definitely up = Dr. Kleck's "research" notwithstanding.

Sources:

© “"Firearms and Violence :n American Life: A Staff Report, National
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence,” Washington, D.C.:
National Cormssion on tne Causes and Prevention of Crime, 1969.

© wright, James D., Peter H. Rossi, and Kathleen Daly. “Under the
Gun: Weapons, Crime, and Violence in America,” N.Y., N.Y.:
Aldino, 1983.

o Zimmering. Franklin E., and Gorden Hawkens, The Citizens Guide to
Gun Control, N.Y., N.Y.: Macmllan Publishing, 1987.
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A DOMEST.C ARMS RACE?

Quring the June 15, 1989 informational hearing befcre the
Select conmttee on Childrea, Youth, and Farilies, testimony was
presented by Gary Kleck., Ph.0., that would infer that sales of fire-
arms have decreased ergo there 18 nothing to be alarmed about. %hile
1t 13 true that some sales have leveled off on a state by state basis
(others have gene up) 1in recent years. that fact must be put into
perspectaive.

According to the report of the 1968 Task Force on Firearms ang
2 more recent report by Wright, Rossi and Daly (a source often quoted
as gospel by the National Rifle Association) it 1s clear that we have
seen a dramatic increase in the private cwnership of firearms since
the turn of the century.

O In 1968, there were an estimated 90,000,000 firearms 1n
private hands.

o Today, that figure 1s closer to 160,000,000.

© Between 1900 #nd 1948 about 10 million firearms per decade
were added to the domestic supply. From 1949 to 1958, that
figure doubled with nearly 20 million firearms per decade
being added to the domestic supply. Between 1959 and 1968
1t tripled and nearly 30 million firearms per decade were
ey added to the domestic sepply.  Ducing this last period,
handgun gsles alore guadrupled.

© Between 1969 and 1978, some . million new firearms vere
added to the domestic supply - twice the number that existed
in the previcus decade.

- Of that figure, handgun productions and sales 1ncreased
noticeably, with approximately 2.4 million handguns
available on the civilian market each year (one handgun
18 manufactured every 19,5 seconds).

- Since 1968, ve have added 24 m:llion handguns to the
domestic supply.

- Sales of handguns to females from 21 to 50 years of age
corprise nearly one quarter of all new handgun sales*
indeed product lines are now developed exclusively for
women.

© HMost people now report purchasing weapons not for sporting
PurPoses but for self-defense.

S
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o Education aimed at reducing firearm 1njury and death must be
made a priority. I'm not just talking about traditional “gun
safety/range safety” courses - scmething the NRA did rather
well before they became a polit cal action organization. We
need to educate three specific audiences: gun cwners, potential
gun owners end people vho are “noninformed® nonowners - primar:ly
parents. Specifically, edxatin must focus upon:

= Responsible ownership

= Legal ijssues/civil liabilities

- Moral/ethical decisions involved in shooting (can I pull the

trigger? Can I kill somecne?)

“Child proofing™ firearms

Burglar proofing firearms

Physical requirements (am I able to master their use?)

Options to firearms ownership {i.e. the area of crime

prevention - how not to become a victims reduction of

opportunities for crimes to occur. less-than-lethal weapons ,

etc.). Yes. there are alternatives and they address the key

concern behind the proliferation of firearms - fear.

= tModel K through 12 school programs aimed at 1) deglamorizing
and demystifying guns and 2) dispute resolution that involves
techniques that don't resort to firearms or any other form of
violence.

- Programs at middie and high school levels that "qun proof” the
child = what to do if they actually come upon the firearm
itself (we must deal with the nearly 200,000,000 firearms
present in 50% of all American households).

Note: Just as Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for
Chapter I schools 1in impoverished, disadvantaged areas and
mones for such programs as Head Start, it can provide feceral
funding to state and local school districts for exemplary
programs to combat firearms violence.

Funds for this could be channeled through exther the Department
of Education, Department of Justice or other interested
agency. Monies need not go only to schools; commnity groups
could also be recipients. This is particularly trve of urban
areas. Programs should be ta:lored to the local communities’
needs. What works 1in & vhite middle-class suburb may not work
in a disadvantaged and poor minority community. A program will
work only if the message 13 one the intended audience can
understand. _The exerplariness of .the program-shouid-be Judged - b =
on how 1t will work in the specific area into which it 1s
going, not on some relatively simplistic, easy tomplement
quick fix (such as the NRA's one-size-fits-all, "Gee Mom! We
found Uncle Fred's pistol” ccloring book).

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




| ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

137

Additionally, any educaticnal effort to resolve firearms
violence must consider drug demand reduction: that guns and
drugs are intricately intertwined goes without saying. Your
young witness, Mis3 Detra J., vas most eloquent in that regard.
Illegal drugs are a big business - last year 1t grossed more
than IBM, Exxon, and Phillip Morris combined. What drives any
business ;s supply and demand. We are already concentrating
much money and time towards supply reduction. We must hit the
other side of this equation. Programs such as D.A.R.E. America
need to continue and expand: they work.

Lastly, we must consider the impact of economics. People need

to learn skills for tomorrow's Job market. How can we expect
people making cnly $3.35 an hour - current miniman vage to

1) make an honest 1iving, and 2) act as role models for our
youth? Given our national demographics, there is no such thing
as a “throv-away" youth. Job programs, real job and skills
tramning, a decent minimum wage -~ these are but the basic

steps needed 1f we are to avoird more of what young Detra J.

spoke of. We are moving away from the traditional “dramond”
shaped model of economic classes: few 1n the upper class, many

in mddle class and a few economically 1mPoOverished at the
bottom. The nev model 15 now “hour glass” shaped: The have(s) at
the top and the have not(s) at the bottom. It doesn't take a
rocket scientist to determine that this is an explosive situation,
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Gary Kleck, Ph.D.
1003 Piedmont Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32312

Dear Dr. Klecks

I want to express my personal appreciation to you for eppearing
before the Select Committee on Childrer.,, Youth, and Pamilies at
our hearing, "Children and Guns," held here in Washington on June
15. Your testimony was. indeed, important to our work.

The Committee is now in the process of preparing the transcript
for printing. It would be helpful if you would go over the
enclosed copy of your remarks to assure that they are accurate,
and return the transcript to us within by July 10 with any
necessary corrections.

Ir. addition, Representative Peter Smith has requested that each
witness forward any legislative recommendations they may have.
So that your recommendations may be included in the printed
rezord, please return them with the transcript.

Let me again express my thanks, and that of the other members of
the Committee. VYour participation contributed greatly toward
making the hearing a success.

S s a e e ebee man e aea e s

Sincerel;; ———

GEORGE MILLER

Chairman

Select Committee on Children,
Youth, and Pamilies
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POLICY LESSONS FROM RECENT GUN
CONTROL RESEARCH

GaRrY KLECK®

1
INTRODUCTION

In 1976, a review of policy research on gun control concluded that “the
few attempts at serious work are of marginal competence at best and tainted
by obvious bias.”" It is hard to quarrel with this assessment, especrally as 1t 1
applied to the most important and widely cited of the pre-1976 studies, the
pro-control report to the Eisenhower Commission wnitten by George Newton
and Franklin Zimring.? Since that time, however, considerable scholarly work
has been completed, much of it of high quality and relevant to policy-related
questions surrounding the legal regulation of firearms.

Some researchers make the policy implications of their work explicit, while
others modestly choose to “let the facts speak for themselves.” All too often,
policy-relevant gun control research has been charactenzed by perfectly
respectable data and research methods, but also by interpretations of the
findings which either do not follow from the evidence or which are too
vaguely and generally phrased to be useful in making policy. This article
reviews the body of recent gun control research and points out some of the
more important, albeit tentative, implications for public policy.

Although a broader definition could be employed, the term “gun control”
is used 1n this article to refer to laws aimed at hmiting possession of firearms,
eithe:r among the general public or among specific segments of the
population. This definition includes laws requiring a license or permit to
purchase, own, or possess guns and laws totally prohibiting civilian ownership
of all guns or of specific types of guns such as handguns in general or
“Saturdav Night Specials” in particular. The term as used here does not
cover laws regulating the use of guns, such as prohibitions against carrying
them, firing them within city limits, or using them to further a cnme (for
example, laws mandating additional or enhanced penalties for use of a gun 1n
the commission of a felony). Most such measures are not a significant part of
the gun control debate. Indeed, the generally anti-gun control National Rifle

Copvnight © 1986 by Law and Contemporan Problems
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Association strongly supports additional penaities for the use of guns in
crimes

11
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VIOLENCE AND THE
AVAILABILITY OF GUNS

The first issue which must be addressed 15 why society should want to
regulate firearms. This question is not as foolish as 1t may seem, since 1t 15 by
no means obvious how, or even whether, the availability of firearms affects
levels of violence. There are three ways in which the availability of guns might
increase cnme and violence: assault-insugating effects, crime-facilicating
effects, and assault-intensifying effects. The term “assault-insugating effects”
refers to the possibility that the sight of a gun, or possession of a gun, could
stimulate or trigger assaults which otherwise would not have occurred. It has
been asserted that stimuli commonly associated viith aggression, such as guns,
can elicit aggression from people ready to act aggressively, especially angry
people. The literature on this subject has been reviewed elsewhere,? so only
brief remarks are necessary here. The studies are almost equally divided
between those concluding that there 1 a “weapons effect” and those
indicating that there is not. In any case, the bulk of this literature 18 irrelevant
to ccacemns about the effect of guns in actual assaults because of the
artificiality of the circumstances in which the weapons effect experiments were
conducted. Most of the studies involved laboratory experiments in which
confederates of the experimenters angered subjects, who were then given an
opportunity to act aggressively toward the confederates, for instance, by
giving them electrical shocks during a “learning experiment.” A gun would
be present for some subjects and was either left unexplained (rot associated
with anyone 1n the experiment) or was associated with the confedrrate, the
“victim” of the subjects’ aggression. Even when experiments were done in
naturalistic field conditions, the gun was never 1n the possession of, or
otherwise associated with, the subjects whose aggression was being measured.
Consequently, these studies at best simulate aggression against persons with
guns. Even for this limited issue, however, it is highly doubtful that many
people will accept the conclusion that angry people will be more likely to attack
another person 1if the potential victim 18 armed. This conclusion contradicts
too much real-life experience of police officers, soldiers, criminals, and
ordinary civilians, who have successfully inhibited the aggression of others by
the display of a firearm.

The weapons effect literature sheds little hght on whether a person’s
possession of a gun or other weapon can trigger his or her own aggression.
Currently, the available evidence is compauble with the assertion that guns
are as likely to inhibit aggression as to stimulate 1t.* Although his finding may

3. See. eg. Kleck & Bordua. The Factual Foundation for Certain Kev Assumptions of Gun Control, 5
Law & Pot'y Q, 271 (1983)
4 Id a274.78
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have other explanations, Philip J. Cooi observed that robbers armed with
guns are far less likely to assault their vicums than either robbers armed with
other weapons or unarmed robbers. Twenty-two percent of robbers with
guns, thirty-nine percent of those with knives, sixty percent of those with
other weapons, and seventy-four percent of unarmed robbers attacked their
victims.> This is a commonplace finding, which agrees with earlier studies ® If
guns trigger assaults among people ready to act aggressively in real life, this
tendency certainly is not in evidence among robbers.

The term “cnime-facilitating effects” refers to the possibility that the
Possession of a gun may make possible or make easier a crime that a cnminal
already wanted to commit but might not have committed without the gun.
For example, a gun can make it possible for a small man to attack a bigger
man: “Colonel Colt made every man six feet tall.” Simularly, a gun could
facilitate an attack by a woman against a man. A gun may also make it possible
for a man to commit a specific robbery even though he might not have
thought that he would have had a reasonable chance of pulling it off without a
gun. In thesc situations, the gun does not affect mouwvation or drive to
commut the crime, but rather provides a tool that reduces risk to the cnminal
and improves chances for sucessfully manipulating the victim.

Cook has shown that guns are most likely to be used in assaults mvolving
“weak” attackers ai.d “'strong” victims—attacks by females agamnst males are
more likely to involve guns than attacks with other gender combinations, and
attacks by elderly persons against victims 1n their “prime” are more likely to
mvolve guns than attacks with other age combinations.” While it is impossible
1o know from these facts whether some weak attacker-strong victim assaults
would not have occurred in the absence of guns, the findings are compatable
with the facilitation hypothesis. Gun availability could increase the overall
frequency of attacks by enabling weaker people to attack stronger ones.

Cook has also provided some indirectly relevant evidence about robberies.
A serics of studies found that availability of guns has no effect on the robbery
rates in large cities® but that 1t does appear to affect the kinds of targets
robbed.? Gun possession seems to provide the tactical edge that allows
robbers to attack more lucrative, but less vulnerable targets—such as
commercial targe!s rather than individuals on the street, males rather than
females, groups of vicums rather than single victims, and vicums in therr

5 Cook, Reducing Injury and Death Rates m Rotdery, 6 PoL'y AnaLys:s 21. 33 (1980).
6 Se rg. ] Covkuin, Resmemy anp mie CriMiNaL JusTiCE Systam 137 (1972 lur
Prevention anb Controt or Rossery 77 (F Feency & A Weir eds. 1973 A Normandeau. Irends

and Patterns 1n Cnimes of Robbery 201 (1968) (unpublished PhD dissertation. aarlable at
Unisersuy of Pennsvivania),

7 Cook. The Role
Wener ods  1982)

Cook. The Effect of Gun {varlabilirs on Robbers and Robbery \lurder, $ PoL'y STup Res. Aws 748

of Firearms n 1 wlent Crime, 1n CriMinaL VioLENCE 255.57 (M Wolfgang & N

8
(1979)

9 Cook. d Strategye Chowee Analysis of Robbery 10 SampLr Sumveys oF Te VICTIMS 0 (rivF 153
186 (W Skogan ed 1976) [herenafrer cited as Samere Surveys), Cook. supra note 5. av 42
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middle years rather than the very young or the very old." These findings
strongly suggest that reducing gun ownership among the crime-prone, even 1l
if could be achieved, would result in no change in the frequency or number of
robberies but would shift the burden of robbery from those best abie to bear
it to those least able to do so—a policy outcome of dubious value.

The term “assault-intensifying effects” refers o the assertion that when
assaults occur, for whatever reason and in whatever circumstances, the use of
a gun increases the seventy of any resulting injuries and the probablity of the
vicum's death, compared to what would have occurred had a likely subsutute
weapon, such as a knife or fists, been used. This is the least controversial of
the possible effects of guns on crime, yet 1t too 1s subject to dispute
concerning its magnitude.

How much deadlier are guns compared to probable substitute weapons
such as knives? The most widely cited estimate is implied in the conclusions of
George Newton and Franklin Zimnng regarding assaults: “When a gun 1s
used, the chances of a death are about five imes as great as when a kmife 15
used.”!! Perhaps what is most noteworthy about this statement 15 1ts
misleading phrasing. While leading many readers to believe that guns are five
umes as deadly as knives, the authors avoid saying so in any expliat way.
Critics have pointed out that much of the difference 1 fatality rates between
gun assaults and knifc assaults could be due to the greater seriousness of
intent to injure or kill among users of guns.'? People chaose more serious
methods of assault when they are more serous about hurting their victims,
even when there is little premeditation or conscious weighing or self-
examination of motives by assaulters.!® Since more senously inclined
attackers can be expected to injure more seriously, regardless of weapon
choice, the fact that fatality rates in gun assaults are higher than in knife
assaults does not necessarily indicate that guns themselves are even slightly
more deadly than knives, regardless of hew self-evident the greater deadliness
of guns may seem.

A meaningful comparison of weapon deadliness requires some
coniparability of intent and motive between users of different weapons.
There is no reason to believe that such comparability prevailed in the
heterogenous samples of assaults ¢xammned in the Newton and Zimring
discussion and in the study by Zimring" on which it was based. For example,
in one of Zimning’s own tables, a simple recomputauon of his percentages
shows that gun assaulters are substanuially more likely to be male than kmfe
assaulters (eighty-seven percent and sixty-five percent, respectively),'” a

10 Cook, { Shategic Chowce Inatvsis of Robberv, 1 SampLe SURVENS, wipra note 9 at 181 Cook
supia note 5. at 43

11 G. Newton & F Zimrin. supra note 2, at 48

12 Hardy & Stompolv. Of drms and the Law, 51 Cut-Kent L. Rev 62, 104 (1974)

13 Ser Kleck & Bordua. supra note 3. at 272-74

14 Zimang. Is Gun Contiol Likely to Reduce Violent Aillngs?. 35 Cin-Kent 1 Ry 721 (1968)

15, Id a. 727
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difference of obvious significance gwen the envrmous difference in homicidal
behavior between men and women.!6

Another way of validating the assault-intensifying hypothesis would be to
demonstrate a positive correlation between aggregate levels of gun ownership
and homicide rates Studies of this issue have produced mixed results.!” In
this author’s studies.'® the pattern of findings suggested that gun ownership
n the general public has no effect on homicide rates, although ownership
within violence-prone groups may well affect homicide rates.!? It was not
possible to determine if the result was due to an assault-intensifying effect,
although this explanation seems plausible.

This arucle focuses exclusively on assaulive crimes and robbery for the
simple reason that gun use 1n other crimes is slight. For example, in 1979
only about nine peycent of rape offenders were armed with a gun.® The
presence of a gun 11 even these few rapes was often inadental and not
necessary 1n the commission of the crime when rapists could rely on their
superior size and strength to overpower their vicums. Guns are also
unnecessary in the commssien of burglary because 1t 1s a cnme of stealth.
Although there is little solid information on the subject, 1t seems that few
burglars carry firearms, based cn the extremely small number of victiras who
are shot when a confrontauon with the burglar occurs. In New York City, for
example, only twenty burglary victims were killed {and not necessarily with
guns) between 1958 and 1967, even though there were 150,000 burglaries
reported in 1967 alone.?! It has been estimated that by 1973 a million New
York City residents owned guns.?2 Consequently, gun availability likely has
only a negligible effect on increasing rape or burglary.

The relationship between gun availability and crime and violence is sull
very much in doubt, but can be summarized as follows. No reliable evidence
indicates that guns have any net assault-instigating effects, or that aggression-
eliating effects are any more common than whibiting effects. Guns probably
have a crime-facilitating effect on robberies against less vulnerable targets,
but no effect on the overall robbery rates. In other words, guns cause some
robbers to shift from one target type to another, without, however, increasing
the frequency with which they rob. Evidence is consistent with the idea that
guns facilitate some assaults and thus gun avaiiability could conceivably

16 See, 1 g. FepERAL Bungay of InvesTIGATION, 1980 UNiForM CriMz RepokTs, CRIME IN THE
Uwitep States 178 (1981) [herc.aafter cied as UCR (date) (the FBI has published a number of these
reports, the specific publicauon will be denufied by the vear of coverage)),

These studies are reviewed in Kleck, The Relahonship Between Gun Ounership Levels and Rates of
Prolence i the United States sn FIREARMS AND Viotence: Issuzs of Pustic Pouicy 99 (D Kaw od
1984) (herewnafter cned a3 Firzarms anp Viorznce)

18 Kleck, Capital Pumhment, Gun Ownership, and Homirde. 84 AM. ] Soc 882 (1979). hleck. supra
notc 17

19 Kleck, supra note 17. at 12122, 131; Kleck. supra note 18, at 883.84

20 According 10 the national vicumizauon survev for 1980, 26 9% of rapes imohved armed
offenders, and 34 1% of the atuackers used a firearm U § BuREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS, CRIMINAL
VICTIMIZATION I8 741 UNITED STATES 1982, 2t 60-61 (1984) {269 x 341 = 09 or nine percem |

21 G NewTon & F ZIMRING, supra note 2, at 62

22 VERA INSTITUTF OF JUSTICE, Frony ARRestTs 115 (rev od 1981)
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ncrease assault frequency Finally, although an assault-intensifving effect of
gun avalability 1s plausible, there 1s no compeliing evidence demonstraung its
existence or magnitude.

m
IVhose Gun Ownership Should Be Controlled?

Gun control measures can be aimed at preventing gun possession either
among the general public or by individuals in some more restricted,
presumably high-nsk, subset of the population. A prohibiion on private
ownership of handguns or a restnctive licensing or permit svstem
administered to reduce drastically possession by ordinary citizens would be
examples of the former, while a permissive licensing or permit-to-purchase
sysiem from which only high-nisk groups are excluded would exemplify the
latter. The first alternative, the “blunderbuss’™ approzch, makes most sense to
people who belicve that it is imnaczple to distinguish between low-risk and
high-risk candidates for gz ownership, that everyone 1s a potential killer, and
that senous acts of violence and other criminal acts committed with guns are
common among people with no previous record of violence. Gun control
advocates like to proclaim that domestic homicides and other ki'lings
mnvolving persons who know each other are common. The implication 1s that
such killings involve people who could not have been idenufied in advance as
anything other than ordinary citizens, who onc day got angry and went over
the edge. The policy implications of such a picture are twofold: that all
citizens must be excluded from gun ownership to prevent such tragedies, and
that gun control laws can be effective even if hardcore criminals ignore them,
since compliance among ‘‘ordinary people” will produce significant
reductions 1n numbers of homicides.

In fact, very few homicides are committed by people who have no prior
history of violence. The popular image of the model citizen who one day goes
berserk and kills a family member is largely a media-created myth maintamned
by newspeople enamored with the dramauc contrast between extremely
violent acts and supposedly peaceful backgrounds. For example, in news
stories about the Texas Tower killer, Charles Whitman, reporters invariably
found a way to mention the fact that Whitman had been a choir boy and an
Eagle Scout. Left unsaid, or relegated to the back pages, were the facts that
he was raised 1n a violent home, had repeatedly beaten his wife, and been
court-martialed in the Marines for fighting.?

The apparently ““nonviolent” killer is a rare exception to a rather murdane
general rule: People who are senously violent in the present almost invariably
have been seriously violent 1n the past. While most violent acts escape the
attention of authonties and are thus not made a part of official wntten
records, most arrested killers have committed enough violent acts in the past
to have been previously arrested or convicted. Data reviewed by Kle<k and

23 A BANDURA. ACGRFSSION A SOCIAL LEARNING ANatasis 180 (1973)
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Bordua indicate that perhaps seventv to seventy-five percent of Vo <rrae
homicide offenders have been Previously arrested and about half previously
convicted.** An even more meaningful measure of previous violence
indicated that nincty percent of domestic homicides in Kansas City had been
Preceded by previous police “disturbance calls” at the same address, with a
median of five calls per address. Rather than being isolated outbursts, violent
acts are almost always part of a continuing pattern of violent behavior,
whether the violence 1s spouse or child abuse? or armed robbery commtted
by “hardened cniminals.”*26

The most obvious policy implication of these facts is that reducing gun
availability among “ordinary people” will do almost nothing to reduce violent
came. At best, it will act indirectly to reduce the availability of guns to
criminals who might steal or otherwise obtain them from legal owners.
Unfortunately, “blunderbuss” measures would inevitably have their greatest
effect in reducing gun avatlability among the law-abiding, since it is, by
definition, the law-abiding who are most likely to comply with gun control
laws or, for that matter, any other laws. Compliance among criminals, on the
other hand, would be low, given previous experience with more limited laws.
Among the “hardened cnminals” who reported previous gun possession
when questioned in a recent prison survey, only fifteen percent claimed to
have ever even applicd for a permit to purchase or carry 2ny of the guns, even
though about ninety-one percent of the sample were imprisoned in states with
provision for one or the other permit and thirty-two percent were in states
with both.?” For the enure prison sample, eighty-two percent agreed with the
statement that “Gun laws affect only Jaw-abiding citizens; criminals will aiways
be able to get guns.”s

The alternative to the blunderbuss measures is more selectve "targeted”
measures aimed at high-risk subscts of the population such as those with
official records of revious criminal behavior. Laws which either prohibit
Ownership or possession by such persons or which deny them required
licenses or purchase permits are examples of targeted measures. These
measures have the advantage of not pomtlessly denying guns to people who
will never commit a serous violent act in their lives, but the concomitant
disadvantage of inevitably permitting legal access to guns among some violent
People without prior criminal convictions,

However common previous violent and criminal bekavior 1 among the
currently violent, many violent people nonetheless have no previous cniminal
convictions, Since a simple arrest would not be adequate to constitutionally

_—

24 Kleck & Bordua. supra note 3, at 293

25, See grunalls M STRAUSS, R GEUres & S StewwMETz. Benino Crosev Dooss  Viotence v
THE Averica Faminy (1980)

26 Seegeerally M D1£TZ, K1tUNG FOR PROFIT THE SociaL ORGANIZAT ON OF FELONy Hu 7 1pE
(1983)

27 ) Wnght & P Rosst Codebook (or Prson Sunvey (1983) (marg.nals (or quesuon 114)
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denv a person a privilege available to others, this means that guns could not
be demed. under selecuve gun control measures such as perissive licensing
laws. to about haif of the >eople who will commut homicides n the near
future. This assumes. however. that the percentage of offenders with a prior
convictton remains constant. If the necessary resources were committed,
there would be nothing to prevent police officers and prosecutors from
insuring that a higher number of violent people are convicted of an offense
which prevents future legal gun ownership, even if they were then given
probation or a suspended sentsnce This wouid require a svstemauc reform
of current pracuces, where domestic disturbances involving repeatedly violent
people are usually treated as imnor offenses or private family matters not
callng for official processing. Nevertheless, even if the number of violent
people with a previous convicuon were raised. some would necessaniv sull
remain without such a record. and thus qualify for legal gun acquisinon unaer
targeted measures like permissive licensiny or parmut-to-buy systems,

Under targeted gun control laws, vanous other groups besides convicted
cnmmals may be prohibited from owmng or acqunng guns Typically
excluded from gun possesston are aicoholics, mentally il or mentally retarded
persons, llegal aliens. and drug addicts. Most such prohibitions are unjust, of
doubtful constitunionaluy, impracucal to apply, and pontless for prevenung
violent crime. There are no umversally accepted medical or psychiatric
definitions of mental 1illness, drug addiction, or icoholism. Those definitions
on which some experts manage to agree are too vague to be useful for legal
purpost.., making prohibitions based on them unconstitutional. Some states
use more precise definiuons of the prohibited categories, for inttance,
denying guns only to persons commutted nvoluntanly to mental insiitut.ons.
Few states have comprehensive registries of nvoluntary mental pavents,
alcoholics, drug addicts, or mentally retardec persons. however, mzxing
difficult or impossible to check for such a status.??

Most mentally ill persons have no record of violence. Even among those
so senously 1ll as to require psychiatnc hospitalization, only a minority have
an offictal record of violence 12 the form of an arrest for a violent cnme *°
Further, this minonty is confined to that subset of patients who were
:denufiable as "high risk” by an arrest prior to hospuahzation. One careful
study found that among mental patents withou! a preadraission arrest, fewer
than four percent were arrested for anv cnme dunng a postrelease followup
period. ¥t Thus, violence potenual above the minimal level characterizing the
general public 15 limited ro a small. 1denufiable minonty of menaily ill
persons. Even within this minoruty, many are already denied legal access 10 or
possession of a gun by virtue of a cnminal convicuon  There 1s therefore httle

29 Cook & Blose, State Programs for Screenng Handgun Biners, 455 Ansais 80 (108N

30  Brown, Mental Patients as ictimens ana Lictims i D#vianTs VieTivs or VICTizers 199-
208 (D MacNamara & A, Karmen eds 1983)

91 Steadman Vandzrwsst & Ribner Comparng inest Rates of Mewtal Patients aud Crommal
Offenders 135 A ] Psveriatry 1218-20 (1978)




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

147

factual basis for a broad legal presumption of nsk to the public applied
ndiscriminantly to the mentally ill popularion as a whole, with corresonding
prohibitions on firearms acquisition or possession. Nevertheless, popular
stereotypes about mental illness and its supposed connection to violence are
likely to keep former mental patients in the prohibited category. A more
reasonable alternative would be to mamtain state registries on persons
admutted to psychiatric hospitals specifically as a result of violent behavior (a
minority of psychiatric admissions), and use this as a basis for denying gun
ownership, possession, and acquisition. This group, as well as persons with a
prior ciminal conviction, fugitves from justice, and persons under the age of
cighteen could be denied gun ownership on the basis of specific,
constitutionally defensible critena, using existing or casily established record
systems.32

v
DETERRENT AND DEFENSIVE ‘EFFECTIVENESS OF
CiviLIAN GUN OWNERSHIP

Until recently, scholarly students of gun control did not pay serious
ateention to the possibulity that guns have defensive value for their owners or
for deterring criminal behavior. This omissign is not surprising. For a long
time, academic criminologists did not even sttach merit to the idea that legal
punishment deters criminals. Some preliminary work has been done recently,
hewaver, permitung a few tentative conclusions.

A. Civilians Frequently Use Guns Against Criminals

While occurences of gun use against criminals by civilians are not usually
widely publicized and national statistics on their frequency are not published,
they nonetheless occur often. First, civilians shoot many criminals——more
than the police do. Unpublished data from the FBI indicate that 490
justifiable homicides by civilians were reported to the police in 1981, 422 of
which were committed with guns>% The FBI defines a justifiable civilian
homicide as the killing of a felon by a private citizen during the commission of
an independent felony, that is, a felony other than the assault on the citizen
(such as when a woman shoots a rapist or when a shopkeeper shoots a
robber).3* These figures underestimate defensive shootings, however, since
the FBI does not count most self-defense killings by civilians as jusufiable
homicides, but rather as excusable homicides * Data from Detroit for the
period 1975-1980 indicate that there were more than twice as many excusable
homicides (nearly all of which presumably involved civilians, since police
cases are almost invariably classified as Justifiable) than civilian justfiable
—_

32 Ser Cook & Blose, supra note 29, at 87-89 (discussin,, the feasibility and cost of such suems)

33. Federal Bureau of Insciugauon, Supplementary B ymicide Reports (1983) (unpublished
computer counts)

34, LECR (1980), wipia note 16, at 6
35 CuiroRNIA Dep'r oF Justice, Homicioe in Catironnts 1989 2 32 (1983)
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homicides (297 and 124. respecuvely) ** Some excusable homiades are
acadental killings involving less culpability or: the part of the responsible
actor than would consutute negligence, but it 1» doubtful that many of these
cases are accdents—while Detroit had forty-four cxcusable hoimcides 1n
197957 it had onlv four acadental gun deaths that vears® I st is
conservauvely assumed that there are twice as many avilhan excusable self-
defense killings nauonally as there are awvilian jusufiable homicides. this yields
an esumate of 1.266 ercusable self-defense or jusufiable homiaides by
avihans with guns 1 1981 There are about 6 8 noafatal gun assaults with
myury for every gun homade.® so civilians commutted an esumated 8.609
nonfatal jusufiable or excusable woundings of criminals m 1981. The
magmitude of these figures can be judged from the fact that police officers in
the United States killed only 388 felons dunng the same penod.*

The use of guns to shoot cnmnals. however. represents only a small
minonity of the defensive uses of guns. Most madents involve a gun being
used only to th. :aten. apprehend, or shoot at a criminal. or to fire a warmny
shot. without killmg or wounding anyone. A 1978 nauonal survey found that
seven percent of the households in the Umited States reported that a mcmber
of the household had at some ume 1 the past used a gun aganst another
person for self-protection, excluding military or police expeniences *! This
finding transiates mto over five milhon households, out of the seventy-seven
million households in the country at the ume of the survey

A 1981 survey by liberal pollster Peter Hart found that twenty-three
percent of Amenican voters %ept handguns in their homes and nine percent of
these had used their handguns for self-protection in the past five years.#2
With a total of 2.4 million households n the Umited States in 1981. this

36 M. Dievz. supra note 26. at 203

37

38  ULnpublished tabulavons from Navonal Center for Health Stausucs Mortahty Detail File
computer tape {on file with the author)

39, According to the natonal vicumization sunev for 1980, there were 372 000 aggravaed
as<aults with imury - Of all aggravated assaults, 92 1% involved armed offendurs 1t 1s assumed that
the same percentage applies to assaults with injury Among armed assaulters 13 1% carned guns
Therefore, 1n 1980 there were an esumated 572,000 x 924 x 151 = 79 807 nonfatal aggravated
sssault myunes nvolving guns  In that year. there were also 405.000 robbenes with injur. 38 3% of
which 1involved armed offenders. out of which 11 7% were armed with guns  UNiTED STATES Bt REAL
oF JUSTIGE STATISTICS. stpra note 20, at 22, 57, 58 Thus, there were an esumated 405 000 < 383 ¢

T = i8.l48 nyunes resultung froni robbenes by offenders aimed with guns Not all of these

wistances necessanly invohed myunes caused by robbers actuath using thewr guns  but this 13
asumed 10 be the case  On the other hand, many of the assaults in which guns were used did not
mvolve the finng of the gun but rather us use as a club Consequentls. the number of nonfatal
gunshot wounds 1s necessardd. iess than the number of assaults Imolung guns  According to the
Lniform Crime Reports there were 22,040 homicides n the United States 1930 62 47 of which
inolved guns  LCR (1981, supra ote 16. at 11, 41 Thercfore. there were about 23 040N 624 =
14377 gun homades  Thus, the rauo of nonfawl gun-refated imunies o fatal gun injunes s
97,956/14.377. or 68 10 |

10 Federal Burcau of Invesugation, Supplementany Homiaide Reports wpia wote 33

11 DECISION/AAKING/INFORVATION, ATTITtDEs OF THE \MEtc vy FircTorare Low ko Gy
Controt. 1978, at 116 (1979

12 R McGuare & B Gotaatm. Manvat For Puatic Entoviton Gawestes on Hwoars
Viotesce 19 n 5 (June 1983) (prepared by the New York i Polce Dep tand the Natl Alhanee
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means that there were 18 9 milion handgun-owning households, 1,707,000
of which had used handguns defensively. Conservatively, assuming only one
use ner houschold, this inding 1mplies that over 340,000 defensive uses of
handguns occurred each year.

B. Civilian Weapon Use Is Effective

Victimization surveys have asked robbery and assault vicums whether they
resisted their victimizers, nsed weapons, were successful m preventing the
cnime, or were injured. The results indicate that for both robberies and
assaults, the cnme was less likely to be completed against victims who resisted
vith a gun or knife (the two weapons were considered together 1n the
surveys), compared to those who did not resist. Furthermore, resisting
vicums were no more likely to be injured (even less likely, for assaults) than
those who did not resist.*3

Confiming this perspective, Don Kates’ study of newspaper accounts of
civilian and police defensive use of guns indicated that civilian use was
generally more effective than police use. He analyzed every story concerning
use of guns to interrupt or prevent crimes or apprehend criminals printed 1in
forty-two of the nation's largest arculation newspapers during periods in
1975 and 1976. His results dicate that eighty-three percent of the civilian
users were successful in preventing the crime, apprebending the criminal, or
both, wtile the success rate was only sixty-cight percent for the police.#* I:1s
not known whether cases not repoited. in newspapers are less likely to be
successful, but there is no reason to believe any such bias would b= different
for cases involving police and those involving civilians.

No one knows how many cniminals armed citizens apprehend each year,
but many, possibly most, of the arrests for serious predatory crimes are the
result of citizens who report the crime and identify the offender or provide a
uniquely identifying piece of evidence such as the license plate number of a
fleeing offender.*> Perhaps citizeas take an even more active role in law
enforcement than just moblizing the police and identifying offenders. This
role would conform with, albeit in an unorthodox way, the themes of students
of social control and the law, who traditionally have argued that social order1s
more the result of the extralegal or informal actions of private citizens than of
formal law enforcement agencies’ activities.s®

Aganst Violence) (citing a private polt by Peter D Hart Research Associates. Inc (Wash ) C . Oct
1981)

43 Kleck & Bordua. snpra note 3. at 289

44 D Kates. Jr. Defensine Use of Guns by Police and Civihans (unpubhshed mannscripy)

45  See P GREENWOOD. | Cuatxen & ] Perersitia, Tne Criminal INVESTIC \TtoN ProcEss 33
(1977). A Reuss. THE Pouct anp THE Pusuic 11 (1971)

46 See eg. R LAPIERE. A TuzORY OF SoCiAL Controt (1954). W StMNER. FoLkw wa (1906)
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C. Criminals Percewve a Risk from Civilian Gun Use, Roughly Comparable
in Magmutude to Their Perception of Risk from the Crimmnal
Justice System

James Wright and Peter H. Rossi recently conducted an ambitious and
sophisicated survey of known crimunals concerning their gun use and
opinions about gun control and related matters.?” Over 1800 prison inmates
1n ten states were interviewed in 1983. Wher: these criminals were asked how
often they thought about various things when getting ready to commut a
cnme. thirty-four percent reported that they thought often or regularly “that
vyou might get shot by the police™ and an identical thirty-four percent thought
“that you might get shot by your victim.” (Even the possibility of gong to
prison was considered regularly or often by only fifty percent of the sample)
Indeed, criminals worry about citizen gun use at least as much as they worry
about the police; fifty-seven percent agreed that “[m]ost criminals are more
worried about meeting an armed victim than they are about running into the
pohce.” Fifty-five percent also agreed that “(a] cniminal is not going to mess
around with a victim that he knows is armed’’; eighty percent agreed that
“'[o]ne reason burglars avoid houses when people are home 1s that they fear
getung shot dunng the cnme*; and fifty-nine percent agreed that “*{a] store
owner who is known to keep a gun on the premises 1s not going to get robbed
very often.”'8

Wright and Rossi’s survey results also confirm the picture of frequent gun
use by civilians against crimmals drawn from the general population surveys.
Their findings indicate that thirty-seven percent of the criminals have
personally confronted victims armed with guns and thirty-four percent have
personally been frightened away, shot at, wounded, or captured by an armed
vicum.*® Wright and Rossi are not alone in obtaining such findings from
interviews with criminals. Therr results confirm those cf earlier, less
sophisticated and less extensive prison surveys.*

D. The Perception of Risk Affects Criminal Behavior

A variety of evidence supporis the assertion that criminals are affected by
awilian gun use. First of all, cnminals say they behave differently because of
avihan gun ownership. In the Wright and Rossi survey, thrty-nine percent of
the criminals reported tnat they had at some time in the past decided not to
commuit a crime because they knew or believed the vicum was carrving a
gun.®' whils an unstated number of convicted robbers and burglars
mterviewed in a California prison said they knew of specific cases when

47 ] Wnghi & P Rossi. supra note 27

48 Id (marginals for questions 71 and 89)

49 {d (marginals for questions 90 and 91)

50  Ser Fywman. In Prson Gun Surver the Pros are the Cous AM Riigsan. Non 1975 at 13
Richardson. Mith 22 Crimwnals Won ¢ Have Guns, TRUE. Julv 1975, at 32, Link. \o Handguns m Morton
Grove—B8ig Deal, Menard Time. Jan. 22. 1982, at | (pnsoner newsleuer fo the lihnois Dep t of
Corrections tzality at Menard. Iit)

51 | Wnght & P Rossi. supra note 27 {marginals for queston 92)
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robberies were not committed because the prospective victim was known (o
be armed.>? As noted above, criminals in the Wnght and Rossi survey said
that burglars avord occupied Premises in commitung burglaries at least partly
because they fear getung shot.5% In this regard, Kieck and Bordua estimated
that th. nsk of imprisonment for commit'ng a burglary 1s less than one
percent, yet some studies have concluded that thss legal nisk is sufficient to
deter some burglars. Likewise, the low absolute frequency of burglars being
shot does not preclude the possibility that civilian gun use will exert a
deterrent effect anyway.5+

Finally, analysss of real-life quasi-cxperiments suggests that changes in the
perception of risk from cvilian gun use can affect the frequency of vanous
crimes. In 1966 the Orlando city police introduced a gun traming program
for avilian women 1n Fesponse to an increase in rapes. Although rape was on
the increase in Florida and in the United States as a whole, the aty of Orlando
experienced an eighty-eight percent drop in the incidence of rape during the
year ivilowing the onset of the gun traning program. There was no similar
drop in rape rates in surrounding areas and the Orlando decrease was far in
excess of any previous one-year change in the city’s rape rates, lending
support to the hypothesis that the program and 1ts accompanying publiaity
brought about the decrease in rape.>* One plausible interpretation of these
events 1s that the gun training program heightened the awareness of victim
gun ownership among potential rapists, reminding them of something which
had always existed but which had not always been so salient. Similar results
have occurred in connection with other gun training programs, apparently
producing decreases in armed robbery in Highland Park, Michigan, drug
store robberies 1n New Orleans, and grocery store robberies in Detroit  Also,
in Kennesaw, Georgia, where a highly publicized city ordinance was passed
requiring household gun ownership, burglaries dropped eighty-nine percent
over the seven months immediately after passage of the law (as compared with
the same period during the previous year).36

These findings have some interesting policy implications. As noted above,
reducing gun ownership among law-abiding citizens will do almost nothing to
reduce ¢nme and violence directly, since violently criminal behavior 15
virtually nonexistent among persons without previous records of such
behavior. The findings discussed earlier strongly suggest that reducing gun
ownership among the law-abiding might well significantly reduce the risks of
criminal behavior. A reduction in risks could 'n turn reduce the possible

52. Richardson. supra note 50, ar 33

53  Don Kates has also pointed out another benefit of (nilan gun ownership idared 1o
burglarv If burglars avaid occupied premises parthy because of possible vicinm gan ownerup
confrontations between offenders and vicums are mimmized. and the trequoncy of mpun and death
18 thereby lowered among burglary vycums for both those who own guns and those who do . D
KATES, Jr., Wity HANDGUN Bans CAN'T Wonk 66 (1982)

54 Kieck & Bordua, apia note 3, ag 289.

55  For a full analvsis, see of at 284.84.

§6  Jd ar 288
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criminal deterrent effect of widespread cwilian gun ownership, especially
regarding "gun-deterrable” offenses such as residential burglaries and
commercial robberies. For these reasons, any "biunderbuss’ measures aimed
at reducing gun ownership in the general public seem ill-advised, at least unul
it can be shown that reductions i.> deterrent effects are counterbalanced by
some benefit, such as reduced gun availability to criminals through theft and
other transfers from law-abiding ciizens. This benefir seems so marginal,
however, that it may be difficult 10 demonstrate.>?

\Y
Focus oN Hanpcuns? THE SUBSTITUTION OF DEADLIER WEAPONS

In the context of gun control measures aimed at all tvpes of long guns
(such as rifles and shotguns) as well as handguns, weapon substituuon refers
to the possibility that offenders deprived of guns could substitute other, less
deadiy weapons. When the emphasis shifts to measures aimed exclusively or
primanly at handguns, however, the substitution 1ssue changes 1 a crucial
way An offender who has been blocked only from getting a handgun (or even
more narrowly, a Saturday Night Special) is not likely to regard a knife or club
as the best available subsutute. Rather, his deadliest, most intimidating
alternative, ewther for defensive purposes or for furthering a cnime, is a nfle or
shotgun. While these weapons are not as concealable as a handgun,
concealability is not important to most gun crimes, For those crimes in which
it is important, sawed-off shotguns or nfles generally provide sufficient
concealability. Further, since the average handgun used in cnme is of fairly
good quality and correspondingly expensive, many nfles and shotguns are no
more expensive than the handguns, making cost no obstacle to substitution.>®

Long gun substitution is a very undesirable prospect because rifles and
shotguns, depending on caliber or gauge and the ammunition used, can be
anywhere from one and one-half to ten times as deadly as handguns.® It is
unlikely that cnmunals willing to violate the strongest social and legal
prohibitions agamst violence would conscientiously opt for only the least
deadly vaneties of long guns and ammunition,* Unless this occurred,
however, the result of an effective handguu-only measure would be an
increase in criminal homiaide deaths.

57 Results from the Wnght and Rossi survey of prison inmates indicate that while many
criminals steal guns. they usuallv do s0 1n order to sell ratker than keep them and those who do keep
the guns lor themselves usually alreadv have a gun of their own See J Wnight & P Rossi supra note
27 (marganals for quesuons 82 and 83) Thus. although cnnminals {requentlv possess and usc stolen
guUNS 1 crmes. it 1s also apparently rue that few cnminals Aate fo steal in order 10 get lircarms

58  Rleck, Handgun-Only Gun Control A Pohes Disastey 1 the Vlaking. \n FIREARMS AND V1OLFACE
suma note 17. a 167, B7-192

39 Id a4 1yl 1wy

60 The same gencral point also apphies to impulsive domesuc homicides among supposedh

lawsabiding  cutzens  If the guns involved in such auacks are onginally obtaned for honic- and
«ell.defensc. it 1s unlikels that the long guns subsututed for handguns would be the less deadh tvpes
\fanv of the same qualuics which make some tvpes of guns desirable as offensi e weapuns also make
them desirable as defensie ones
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The precise extent of this increase would depend on two parameters: the
fracuon of assault-prone people, otherwise inclined to use handguns, who
would substitute long guns in their assaults (the substitution fraction), and the
ratio of the deadliness of the substituted long guns to the deadliness of
handguns which otherwise would have been used in the absence of handgun
controls (the deadliness ratio). The higher cither parameter 1s, the more
likely it would be that the net effect of the measure would be anincrease in the
number of homicides. If X is used for the substitution fracion and Y is used
for the deadliness rauo, the relationship between the two has been computed
as

8649.19
6827.53Y—455 581

at the point where there 15 neither a net gain nor a net loss from the handgun.
only policy.8! If X is larger, then ¥ must be smaller in order to prevent an
increase in homicides 62

It 1s difficult to know for sure what type of long guns and ammunition
would be substituted by crimmnals if handguns were not available, so the
magmitude of the deadliness ratio is not certain. An estimate of three or four
seems reasonable. That is, the substituted long guns would be about three to
four times as likely to produce a death as handguns currently used in assaults.
As 10 the size of the substtution fraction, the best estimate comes from the
Wright and Rossi prison survey.6* Inmates were asked what they would do 1f
they wanted to carty a handgun but could not obtain one, Among those
pnisoncrs who reported they had committed crimes with a gun “‘many times,"
“most of the time,” or “all of the time,” seventy-two percent said that they
would carry a sawed.off shotgun or rifle instead.# Substitution of iong guns
in ounership would almost certamly be higher, since many people would
acquire a long gun as a substitute for owning a handgun, but would not carry
it as frequently as they would their handgun. Thus, substitution in carrying
might be about seventy-two percent but substitution in ownership could be
anywhere from seventy-two to one hundred percent.

Nevertheless, if the substitution fraction X 15 assumed to be 0.72, then,
solving the equation for ¥, the deadliness ratio must be at or below 1.36 to
avoid a net increase in homicides. That 1s, if seventy-two percent of the
people who otherwise would have assaulted with handguns used long guns
instead, and the other twenty-eight percent substituted knives, fists, and other
nongun weapons, the handgun-only measure would lead to an increase in

d

61 This formula 1 based on the generous P that ¢! of | sl not
onlv affect the deadliness of assaults which do occur. but will also reduce the frequency of gun
assaults by 25%

62 Sce Kleck. supin note 58, at 171.76, for a complcte discusnon aof the dernation and
computanon of the formula

63 | Wnght & P Rosw. supia note 27

64 Telephone convertation with James Wnght (Juh 26, 1983)
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homicides unless the subsututed long guns were only !.36 umes as deadlv as
handguns, or less This result could occur only 1f wviolent crimmals
paradoxically chose the least dangerous varieues of leng guns, such as small
caliber rifles (.243 caliber or less) or smaller shotguns (the 410 rather than
16-. 12-, or 10-gauge). There 1s no reason to expect such an opumistc
outcome.

OF course. if handgun-only measures do not remove handguns from
violence-prone people n the first place, the laws would be useless on that
bass, there would be no need for subsutution. and this whole 1ssue would be
moot. But the pomt s that even 1f such measures were 2ffectve in reducing
handgun possession, they would almost certainly have the perverse effect of
causing more people to die than would have died without the measure This
analysis has the clearest possible policy imphicauon* Under no aircumstances
should restncuons be placed on access to handguns (or specific tvpes of
handguns such as Saturday Night Specials) without equally severe restncuons
on access to long guns.5®

VI
State or FEDERAL CoNTROLS?

Because there are so many state laws regulaung firearms. gun control
opponents often ask why any federal laws are needed. Gun control
supporters reply that state laws are often ineffective because they are easily
evaded if bordering states do not have equally restrictive controls. The
prmary justification for federal controls is the interstate “leakage™ of
firearms. For example, Newton and Zimnng stated that »{s]erious efforts at
state and local regulauon have consistenty been frustrated by the flow of
fireams from one state to another.”s® Beyond this problem, supporters of
federal gun control rare'y mention any other justification for national
measures.

One would think, then, that the only kind of federal legislation necessary
to supplement state controls would be a statute aimed at stopping thz
interstate flow of firearms to unqualified buyers. Such persons could not, as a
result, travel from ther own resincuve states and obtain guns in less
restricuve states, and residents of lement states could not otherwise transfer
firearms to unquahfied recipients residing in restricuve states. Ideally, the
federal legislanon would give those states with a need for restncuve gun
control measures a fighting chance to make them work.

Yet, many advocaies of federal controls go far beyond such measures In
their report to the National Violence Commussion, Newton and Zimning

65 1 he same Reneral argument applies to measures aimed at the cheap small-caliber handguns
known as  Saturday Night Speaals. * since such measures cacourage substitvtion of larger caliht
better qualiy and therefore deadlier. handguns There s even less diffcrence 1 concealahilite and
case of carrving hetween Saturday Night Specials and other handguns howeser than thae i
between handguns and sawed-off long guns. thus altowing substitution 1n an cven higher percencge
of assault siuauons

66 G NewTow & b ZIMRING, suma note 2 at 95

-y
191




155

recommended a federal restnctive licensing standard amounting to a virtual
ban on private ownership of handguns.*? Rather than simply supplementing
state measures and thus making it possible for states effectively to apply
whatever gun control measures they regard as necessary, such a far-reaching
Proposal is a substitute for state controls, a way of overniding state legtslatures’
unwillingness to pass more restrictive laws of their own.

There are several good reasons to reject this approach. First, the concept
of federalism implies that the states should have as much autonomy as
possible in drafting their criminal law and other statutes. Second, federal
controls are less sausfactory because traditionally there has been a very
limited federal law enforcement apparatus in the area of ordinary crime. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) regards itsclf more as an investigatory
than a law enforcement agency. Nothing at the federal level corresponds to a
street police force, and local police agencies, where most law enforcement
personnel are concentrated, have generally been reluctant to devote their
limited resources to the enforcement of federal laws. Third, the need for gun
control differs sharply from one state to another. Some states have almost no
violent crime, with or without guns, while others have a great deal. For
example, in 1981 South Dakota had only twelve murders and nonnegligen:
manslaughters and 122 robberies (1.8 and 17.8 per 100,000 population,
respectively), while Nevada, with only twenty-three percent more people, had
148 homicides and 3,867 robberies (17.5 and 64.9 per 100,000,
respe-tively).ss

Hevertheless, the Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA),*® the only major
federal gun legislation in the last forty-five years, was generally limited simply
to reinforcing whatever controls each state has by prohibiting out-of-state
purchasing by its residents. Unfortunately, a number of loopholes in the GCA
render this attempt to stem the interstate flow of firearms between nondealers
ineffective. For example, although the Act made it unlawful for licensed
dealers to sell “‘any firearm to any person who the licensee knows or Aas
reasonable cause to believe does not reside in . . . the state in which the licensee’s
Place of business is located,"'?° it did not require dealers to verify a buyer’s
residence by, for example, demanding a driver’s license or similar
identification.” Although some states require dealers to venfy residency,
dealers elscwhere can sell guns to persons from more restrictive states as long
as they do not know or have reason to believe that the buyer is a resident of
another state. The GCA also made it generally unlawful for persons not
licensed as dealers to buy guns in one state for transport to, and sale in,
another state, but did not provide any effective means for enforcing the

07 I at 143.44

68 LCR (1982), supra note 16, at 51, 35

69 Pub 1. No 90.618. 82 Sta1 1213 (1968) (codified «1 18 U'S € §§ 921-998 W6LSC
§¥ 5801-3802, 5811-5812, 5821-5822, 5841.5849. 5851-5854, 5871.5872. oROO 7273 (1982))

70. 18 USC §922(b)(3) (1982) (emphass added)

71 S Briu. Fizeasm Asuvst A Reseaxcs AND PO11CY Repory 170 (1977)
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provision.’* Further. the act allows almost anv adult to receive a federal
firearm dealer’s license for a ten doilar annual fee, as iong as the applicant
clams he 1s gomng to conduct business frem some premises (which
presumablv could include his home).”3 As a result, there were 157.655
federallv licensed firearms “dealers” by January 1. 1981 but probably fewer
than 4.000 Treasury inspections over that year.™ This situation made 1t very
easv for licensed dealers to purchase legally large numbers of guns in less
restrictive states and to trausport them into more restrictive juridicuons,
where the less reputable among the “‘dealers™ could sell the guns to buvers
who would not quahfy for legal gun acquisitton in the more restrictive states
The GCA also left unlicensed individuals free to sell thewr guns pnvately,
rather than requiring them to go through licensed dealers, thereby making nt
very difficult to check on the validity of such sales. Among other things, itis
virtually impossible to hold a private ciizen liable for selling firearms even to
hardened cniminals, because 1t cannot be proven that the seller knew about
the cnimenals’ felony records. Consequently. both crimunals and ordinary
residents wwho cannot obtain permits in their own restricuve states can rely on
guns from out-of-state sources.?

Given that there are probably over 160 million guns now arculaung in
private hands n the United States,’ 1t 1s unclear to what extent federal
restncuons on intersiate trade can prevent cnminals from obtaining guns.
Nevertheless, whatever enforcement potential that does exist could be
maximized by a few straightforward revisions to the GCA. Licensed dealers
could be required to venfy buyers’ in-state residence by examiming drivers’
licenses or other suttable identification, as 1s already done in many states. The
federal dealer's license fee could be rased to $500, as proposed in the
Kennedy-Rodino bill,”? thereby reducing the number of people who can
legally transfer guns across state borders. In addiuon, pritate gun sales could
be brought under closer control by a requirement that such transactions occur
only through a licensed dealer. Beyond controls on mterstate trafficking,
controls at the state level are about as likely to succeed in keeping guns from
cnminal users as are federal restrictions.

vil
EnFORCEMENT oF GUN ConTroL Laws

Although gun control laws in the United States are often contrasted with
supposedly much more restrictive laws n Europe, most of the US population
lives 1n junsdictions subject to at least moderate restricuons. For example, at
least seventy percent of the population 1s subject to acquisiuon or purchase

72 18U SC §922a) (1982)

73 18U SC § 923 3HC). (A1) (1982)

74 Sre P SuieLps. Guns Don't Die—PresLe Do 182 (1981)

75 Sre'S Briww. sup note 71, at 82.97

76. Kicck, supra note 17 at 127

77 Handgun Crime Control Act of 1976 HR 7148, 96th Cong 151 Sess (1979
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requirements and sixty-s1x percent 1s subject to a police check before or after
purchasing ¢ iandgun.” Yet, beyond arrests for illegally carrying firearms,
there1s ver: ntle cimmal justice activity directed speafically at enforang gun
control laws as we have defined them.

For example, in Illinois police made an average of 3,142 arrests per year
for “unlawful use of a deadly weapon” (mostly carrying a concealed weapon)
over the 1972-1976 period, yet only 269 arrests per year were made for
unlawful possession and 537 per year for ownership of a gun without the
required state* firearms owner’s license.” Sigmificantly, Illinois is a state
estimated to hold at least 1.7 million individual adult gun owners, of which
twenly-eight percent were without the required gun owner licenses**—about
half a million people ehgible for arrest for illegal possession or ownership of a
gun withzut a license. Arrests on gun charges were evidently made almost
exclusively inaident to arrest on some other charge. For example, a person
might be arrested for robbery or carrying a concealed weapon and then
incidentally also be charged with illegal possession.®! These figures suggest
that there is hutle specialized enforcement effort directed at gun law
violations.

When gun violation arrests are made, prosecutors achieve few convictions,
and when a rare conviction 1s obtained, Judges rarely impose sentences
requiring even short terms of incarceration. In Chicago, which has a local gun
registration ¢ “dinance which goes beyond Iilinois’ already farrly strict gun
laws, only four percent of persons charged under the local registration law
were convicted and only tweniy-two percent were convicted on charges under
the state licensing law, for the period 1968-1973, Of those convicted, only
twelve percent received sentences involving any jail time, with a mean jail
term of thirty-six days.®2 Even in New York City, with 1ts extremely strict gun
control laws, stiff penalties are rarely imposed. Although sixty-four percent of
arrests for felony handgun possession result in conviction on some charge
(not necessanily a felony charge), an analysis of a sample of such airests
indicated that out of twenty-eight gun possession felony cases reaching
dispostion, oaly two iesulted in a sentence of felony time, while another six
resulted in a sentence with some jail ume on a reduced misdemeanor
charge®3 In sum, police, prosecutors, and Judges apparently give httle
pniority to vigorous enforcement of existing gun control laws.

This behavior 1s perfectly understandable gwven the larger context of the
criminal justice system’s tasks and available resources. Prisons are filled wath

78 ) Wricur, P Rosst & K Day. Unpex THE Gun WEAPONS  CRIME WD VIOLINGF IN
AMLRICA 269-70 (1983)

79 D Boroua, A 11z0TTF & G KLECK. PATTERNS OF FIREARMS OQunersitle Lsy W
RECULATION IV [t iNots 79 (1979)

80 14 at 94,101, 167

81 Ser Bendis & Balkin, { Look at Gun Control Enfercement 7] Poticr Scr & \b 439 131,47
(1979)

82 Ser sl at 443, 446

83 VrrA INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE supra note 22. at 119
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serious repeat offenders, so judges are reluctant to send gun violators to
prison. With hmited prison capacity, sending someone to pnison for a mere
gun violation necessitates paroling or otherwise releasing a serious cnminal
into society. Given that few gun convictions will result in an offender’s
removal from the streets, many prosecutors are undoubtedly reluctant to
devote their limited resources to prosecuting a gun case. It is more hkely that
the gun charge will at best serve as a bargaining chip to persuade defendants
to plead guilty to other charges while the gun charge is dropped. Knowing all
this, police officers are not anxious to expend their ime on gun violation
arrests and the associated paperwork.

Of course, expanding available resources can always make a difference.
Given the scale and seriousness of crime facing the system, however, with
killers, rapists, armed robbers, and burglars going uncaught, unconvicted,
and unpunished, it is unlikely that any marginal increase 1n money and
manpower will be devoted to catching and imprisoning people who have
purchased a gun without 2 permit or sold a gun to an unqualified buyer. But
there is an alternative. In some circumstances, additional resources can be
assigned specifically to gun law enforcement. For example, specialized units
in the police department and the prosecutor’s office can be cstablished for the
sole purpose of enforcing gun laws, as has already been done to some extent
for other crimes. Separate gun courts can be established to deal with these
cases, reducing the probability that other cases will push gun cases aside and
reducing also the incentive to bargain away gun charges. Chicago has
established such a gun court. Nevertheress, judges will still be reluctant to
assign prison sentences to gun violators as long as there is not enough prison
space available for murderers and rapists. Indeed, this attitude reflects
exactly how some of the Chicago gun court judges feel, especially when faced
with first-time offenders whose only crime was a gun violation.3 In addition,
establishing these specialized units still must involve someone making the
decision to devote some resources to gun violations rather than other crimes,
whether it is police administrators, district attorneys, city councils, or state
legislatures.

The low priority police and prosecutors assign to enforcement of gun
control laws may, in many jurisdictions, be directly attributable to the
“blunderbuss” character of the existing statutes. Don Kates has pointed out
that police and prosecutors routinely deal with very serious offenders, but
with gun violations they often find that they are dealing primarily with
respectable citizens. Kates believes that this expenence causes enforcement
personnel to deprioritize gun control enforcement to an extent that would not
be true for narrower laws targeted at persons universally regarded as unfit to
own guns, such as convicted felons.*> The less gun control laws focus
exclusively on the “"bad guys,” the less enthusiastic police and prosecutors will
be to enforce those laws.

84, Shaclds. Tuw Judges Look al Gun Control. 57 CHicaco Bar Recorp 180, 184 (1976)
85 Ppersonal communxation from Don Kates. Jr to the suthor
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Thus, as long as current enforcement prioriues prevail, there will be hittle
enforcement of existing gun laws, regardless of available resources  If thus 1s
true for the relauvely modest laws already in place, :t 1s unhkely to be any
different for the proposed laws. Also, if new laws are enacted, either
enforcement priorities within the cnminal justice system must chauge, or the
laws must somehow be made effective with the current mimmal level of
crforcement, relying largely on voluntary compliance. Nevertheless, current
enforcement prionties are not carved in stone. To change existng pnonues
requires only that cnminal justice system personnel change their opinions
regarding the value of enforcing gun laws. All enforcement is necessanly
selective, and the selectivity generally operates so as to give the most severe
treatment to the most serious and repetitive offenders, at least insofar as
official records accurately index the offenders’ prnor criminal behavior #6
Therefore. one clear incenuve to criminal justice system personnel for the
enforcement of gun laws 15 the opportumity to incarcerate repettively violent
offenders for illegal possession or ownership of firearms, especially when the
cruninals cannot be convicted on any other charges. Unul and unless this
perception becomes widespread, however, the introduction of fur-her gun
controls will effect the availability of firearms to the violence-prone only to the
extent that the controls can be achieved through voluntary complance.

VIII
How Do CriminALs ACQUIRE Guns?

If the pritnary proximate goal of gun control law is to reduce gun
possession among criminals, then to devise effecuve controls requires an
urderstanding of how cnminals acquire firearms. Patterns of acquisition
clearly vary by criminal type and also frcm place to place, partly because of
variation 1n prevailing gun regulations. Conscquently, research findings
necessarily must be somewhat locale-specific and ure not as easily generahized
as one mught hope.

Gun control efforts would be advanced if cnminals obtained their guns
mainly from either hcensed dealers or from theft, since the former constitutes
ahighly visible, regulatable source, and Incal police agencies are equipped for
and committed to conventonal law enforcement which will deal with the
latter Indeed, some pro-control analysts such as Mark Moore, a former
official of the federal Drug Enforcement Administration, have attempted to
offer support for such an optimistic picture. Relying on information from the
files of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF), Moore asserted
that “private transfers do not emerge as a major sector supplying guns to
offenders "*? Yet Moore L nself charactenzed the BATF information as “bad
data” which descnibed a “biased” sample of illegal gun dealers and which was
“biased toward paths (between onginal sources and offenders] that can be

86 See Kleck Racial Disonmination in Criminal Sentencing, 46 Av Soc Rex 783 789, 792 (1981)
87 Moore, Aeepg Handguus from Crminal Offenders 455 AnnaLs 92, 106 (1984)
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convemently investigated.”™ He justfied s reliance on the BATF data by
noting the absence of better information, an accurate observation at the time.
Because good information on the subject has since been gathered, however,
we may now dispense with the flawed BATF data.

James Wright and Peter Ross: went to the "*horse’s moutk:’ by surveying
convicted criminals 1n prisons n ten states about where and how they got
thewr guns. The results indicated that, contrary to Moore's optimistic
conclusions, criminals acquire their guns predomnantly through private,
second-hand transfers. These transfers conld be described as "quasi-legal” in
that, although not mwvolving theft, they often violated federal or state
regulatory prowisions (especially in junsdictions with strict controls).
According to the convicts, theft accounted for only a small fraction of the
guns they needed for use in crimes. That is, few ciminals acquired guns by
theft at 2 time when they did not already have a gun. Similarly, acquisitions
through licensed firearms dealers account for only a sinall fraction of gun
acquisitions. Of all the convicts who had ever owned or possessed a handgun,
only thirty-two percent had acquired their fircarms by theft, forty-three
percent had purchased them for cash, while twenty-three percent borrowed
them, traded for them, or receivad them as gifts. Only twenty percent of the
convicts got their handguns from @ gun shop, pawnshop, hardwarc or
department stor; the rest acquired them from private sources or by theft.%?
The same picture emerges from the findings cf a Florida survey of prison
inmates. The Florida study showed that only thirty percent of handgun
murderers and assaulters reported acquiring their guns from dealers, fifteen
percent admitted stealing them, and seven percent did not know where their
guns came from—while forty-seven percent had obgfined ther guns from
private sources.®

Although over 100,000 handguns are stolen each year from individuals®!
and about twenty to twenty-two percent of fircarms confiscated by police
(usually 1n connection with gun violations) were reported stolen at some time
1n the past,?? stolen guns are nonetheless apparently nct an important ssurce
of fircarms for cnminals, at least not in the ten sates covered in the Wright
and Rossi prison survey. Of the total sample of 1,954 p.isoners intervicwed,
onlv 790 (forty-two percent) admitted to having ever stolen a gun. Of these,
only 524 (sixty-six percent of the gun thicves, twenty-eight percent of the
whole sample) Lad ever kept a gun for themselves, rather than sclling it for
profit or otherwise disposing of it. Of those inmates who had stolen a gun,
seventy percent usually stole to se!l or trade, rather than to acquire one for
personal use Most gun thefts are haphazard affairs; few thefts are the result

88 Id a 102, 106

89, J Wnght & P Rossi. supra note 27 (margwnals for quesuons 123 and 124)

90 Buxr HanDGUN Recuiation app 45 (1977)

A1 S Briw, sipra note 71, a0 104

U2 Id 103 Butef U'S Btrral' of Atc oHot. TOBACCO & FirFAuMS, PROJICT IMNTRICATON
A Stuoy of Hanouns Usen iv Grive 21 {1976) (traaing indicated that oniy sx percent of handguns
had been reponed a5 stolen)
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of a speaific need for and intent to acquire a gun. Only eleven percent of the
pnisoners answering the relevant questions had ever gone out looking
specifically for a gun to steal; most gun thieves stole guns only when they
came across them in the course of stealing cameras, color televisions, and
other portable valuables. When a crimmal did steal a gun and keep 1 for
himself, the reason usualiy was not that he did not have a gun, Only 187
inmates (twenty-four percent of the gun thieves, ten percent of the entre
sample) reported ever having stolen a gun for that reason.?® In short, few of
the inmates found it necessary to steal in order to obtain a gun.

It might be argued that while cnminals do not often acquire guns directly by
stealing, they frequently acquire, by quastlegal transfers from friends,
acquaintances, or others, guns stolen by someone else earlier in the chan of
transactions ending with the gun in the cnminal’s hands. There 1s
undoubtedly some truth to this assertion, but available data indicate 1t does
not ziter our conclusions significantly. Efforts have been made to determine
what fraction of guns confiscated by police had been stolen at some point
since their manufacture. The most intensive of these efforts indicated that
only 19.5% of confiscated handguns had been stolen at any point in the past.%4
Of course, a gun might have been transferred five or six umes before, with
only one of the transfers being a gun theft. From Wnght's data, we also know
that when a theft does occur, it is usually incidental to a burglary not targeted
at obtaining guns and commiitted by a criminal who already had at least one
gun. Therefore, 1if gun theft could somehow be eliminated entirely, it
evidently would have only a slight cffect on the extent to which cniminals
would be armed with guns.

Even for the small minority of criminals who obtained their guns through
theft when they had no other gun, there 1s no empirical indication that they
could not have gotten guns through some other nontheft channel. As to the
cnminals who obtained their guns through purchase or tade from
nonlicensed sources, there 1s no indication that they had to 80 tu utack market
sources specializing in illegal gun sales. Of the 943 cnminal handgun owners,
only twenty-seven (2.9%) reported getting their last handgun from a “black
market source” and only forty-four (4.7%) said they got 1t from a *‘fence.”?
Black market enterprises, of any scale, are apparently of little importance as a
source of guns for cnmunals. Consequently, the emphasis placed on black
market “enterpnises” and “illegal firms” by some anthors% s misplaced ard
of little relevance to criminal gun acquisition.

By far, the most common means of gun acquisition mentioned by Wrnight
and Rossi’s respondents were “from a friend” (370 out of the 943, or thrty-
six percent) and “'off the street” (137 cases, or fifteen percent). Another 4.5%

93} Wnght & P Rosa, supra note 27 (marginals for questions ¢1-83a and 123)
945 Brur, cypra note 71 oan 102,03

DB ] Waght & P Ross, apra note 27 (macginals tor quesuon 124)
W F g Moore wma note 87, a0 100-05
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obtained guns from a member of therr family.”” Thus, most criminals get
their guns through purchase or other quasi-legal transfers, rather than by
theft; from friends, family, or acquaintances on the street, rather than from
licensed dealers or black market enterpnises Given this reality, how can guns
be kept from cnminals? There arz at least two general strategies which go
beyond existing state and federal reguvlation of licensed dealers.

First, gun possession by ciminals can be made more legally nskv by
raising associated legal penalues, by raising the probabiity of detection of
such possession, or both. This deterrence Strategy 15 aimed at reducing
cniminals’ desire or motivation to obiain guns, regardless of their availability
This approach would require a significant effort to enforce existing legal
prohibitions, implicating many of the enforcement problems raised earher 1n
this article. Such prohibitions are already 1n place. Under federal law,
possession of a firearm by a convicted felon 1s a felony punishable by up to
five years in prison,*® In addition, the law of twenty-two states prohibits
convicted cnminals (usually felons) from possession or purchase of anv kind
of firearm, while 1n another twenty states, only handguns are prohibited to
this group.®®

The second strategy mvolves reducing gun availability by reducing the
number of willing, unlicensed private firearms sellers. Given that most of the
private gun transfers seem to involve small-scale, even one-time sellers,
conventional law enforcement cfforts, either proactive or reactive, are not
lively to be cust effective or efficient, Another method for dealing with the
problem, however, was incorporated into the Kennedy-Rodino bill.'® This
bill required all handgun transers to be channeled through a licensed dealer,
who would be required to insure that a would-be gun recipient was legally
eligible to receive and possess the weapon, according to prevailing federal
and state requirements.t®! The measure was given force by establishing avil
lability for dealers who knowingly transfer a handgun to an inehgible person
and for private individuals who transfer a handgun legally, that is, not
through a licensed dealer.'9? Such persons could be held hable for any
damage the new gun owners caused with the illegally transferred weapon.

While the Kennedy-Rodino approach would leave room for sufficiently
niotivated sellers to transfer their guns to unquahfied recipients, such a
measure could deter sume transfers by casually motivated sellers without any
substantial commitment of law enforcemem resources The effect of these
provisions would be to channel at least some fraction of the private,

97 ] Wnght & P Rossi, supra note 27 (marginals for queshion 124

98 18 US.C §§ 922(h). 924(a) (1982)

09 Ser STAFF OF SENATE CoMM ON THE JUDICtarY. 9711 ConG . 20 Sess . Revort ON FEnERY
REGuULATION OF FIpEARMS 204-05 (Comm Primt 1982) The sunvev of state fircarin comtrol laws
included in this repon was done by Kent M Ronhovde and Glona P Sugars

100 HR 7148.96th Cong . Ist Sess (1979) Thas legislation would because of the substitution
tactor. be effective only if made apphicable to wransters of alf tvpes of fircearms 1ot just haadguns
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secondhand traflic 1n guns 10to more visible and regulatable dealer channels
winle motvating dealers to screen out melgible would-be gun recipients. tos
But this measure need not be applied at the federal level, through legislation
such as the Kennedy-Rodino bill, and certainly should not be himited to
handguns, for reasons mace clear earlier in this article.

In states which have permit-to-purchase, applicatton-to-purchase, or
owner license laws, the hability provision could be used 1n combanation with a
provision obligating dealers to examune the required documents before
transferring the gun. In this way, there would be a pracucal means for dealers
to know whether a recipient was eligible. A dealer would not be hable for
damages if he was shown forged documents or otherwise could not
reasonably have been expected to know the recipient was ineligible.
Undoubtedly, many private persons would sull illegally transfer guns directly
to incligible persons, either because they owned so few assets that they would
stand (o lose very little if sued, or because thev did not think that the gun
could be traced back to them if it were subsequently involved in injury or
damage. Nevertheless, even partial comphance could reduce the availability
of guns to criminals enough to Justify the costs of the added caseload in civil
courts and the additional inconvenience to dealers and pnivate seliers of guns.

IX
SUMMARY OF THE POLICY _=SSONS

A careful reading of recent gun control research suggests the following
tentative conclusions for public policy:

(1) Gun control laws should be aimed at restncting gun
possession among persons with prior records of violence rather than
among the general public. Otherwise, loss of the deterrent effect on
crime exerted by widespread civilian gun ownership could outweigh
the benefit of a slight reduction in gun possession among the
violence-prone.

() Gun control restrictions should be applied equally to all
types of firearms, not just to handguns or “Saturday Night Specials.”
An inclusive approach would avoid inadvertently encouraging the
substitution of deadlier weapons, a distinct possibility not precluded
by marginal differences 1n concealability between the gun types.

(3) Beyond amending the Gun Control Act of 1968 to make
evasion of state gun control laws more difficult, further legislation at
the federal level 1s unnecessary, gven the greatly varying need for
gun control among the states.

(4) Unless the priority criminal justice system personnel assign
to enforang gun laws changes, any additional enactments must
depend primarily on voluntary compliance for their effectiveness. It
1s doubtful whether additional resources would be made available for

103 Sec Cook & Blose sapra note 29, 31 8990, for an excellent discussion
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enforcement of gun laws, unless the revenues were somehow
speaifically attached to specialized gun law enforcement agencies.

(5) Gun control measures must deal with the fact that cnminals
obtain their guns primanly through private, quasi-legal transfers
from private parties such as friends or acquaintances “'on tie street.”
rather than from licensed dealers, black market enterpnses. or
through theft. Such transfers might be minimized by establishing
awvil liability for damages resulting from an illegal gun transfer to an
inehgible reapient. Transfers of firearms would be channeled
through dealers who would be required to examine certain legal
documents (driver’s license, purchase permit, owner’s license) to
establish that the recipient was eligible. Persons who transferred
guns in any other manner would be liable for damages caused with
the gun by any neligible recipient to whom they transferred the gun.
What sort of gun control measures do these lessons imply? They suggesta

moderate measure with many features already enacted in one form or another
1n many states, although not yet 1n a single integrated package  What 1s called
for 1s a law establishing a well-enforced state-level permut-to-purchase or
license-to-possess requirement applicable to all types of firearms. The law
would forbid possession or acquisition of any firearm by persons with a
cnminal conviction for a felony or violent misdemeanor in the past seven
years or psychiatric institutionalization for a violent act dunng that period,
and by fugitives from justice. A check of whatever cnminal and psychiatric
records were available would have to be completed before any permit or
license could be 1ssued. Persons under the age of eighteen would be
forbidden from acquining fircarms or ammunition except from members of
their immediate family for use while under adult supervision. Individuals who
llegally transferred a gun to a person meligible for firearms acquisinon or
possession would be subject to avil liability for damages caused with that gun
by the neligible recipient.

This set of provisions would not prevent law-abiding ctizens from
obtaining any type of firearm currently avallable and would add only slight
inconvenience to such acquisitions, which are very infrequent transactions for
all but a few ciuzens. The cost of screening applicants for a license or permit
would not be great. For example, Cook and Blose'"* report that a record
check for prior convictions or psychatric institutionakizauon costs only $1 90
in Illinois, where a completely automated system 1s already in use. In
combination with a tightened-up federal Gun Control Act and improved
computer cniminal 1ecord files, these sorts of state screeming systems at least
hold the potential for producing modest reductions tn gun possession ainong
violence-prone persons who are only marginally motivated to acquire guns It
1s unlikely that much more than this can be done to reduce vioience through
gun control laws.

104 /4 2 89
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Thinking senously about +iolence reduction requires gong beyond what
currently seems politically easy or ‘“realisuic.” Orthodox crime control
programs devised within the framework of traditional pohtical reahities have
been failures and similar proposals for the future show no prospects of doing
any better Pohicies aimed at increasing or redistributing police manpower,
1mposing long prison sentences, increasing the incapacitative impact of the
prison system, reducing due process restraints on police and prosecutors, and
generally spending more on criminal justice are all acceptable to most
poliucal elites, emoy widespread public support'®>—and are doomed to
failure as a means for producing sigmificant reductions in serious crime o
The same seems to be true of gun control laws, although the evidence on this
issue is not as strong.10?

To accomplish a significant reduction 1n violence will require a return to
serious consideration of the fundamental socal and economic causes of
violent behavior, a course which criminologists have repeatedly advocated for
decades. This approach has been derided by some as a search for causes
which public policy cannot directly affect.'08 Nothing could be further from
the truth. For example, research on domestic violence, surely one of those
types of cnimes assumed to be incapable of control through public policy,
shows that 1t is strongly related to family economic conditions. The best study
of this subject used interviews with a representative national sample of
households and found that “unemployed men are twice as likely to use severe
violence on their wives as are men employed full ume, and men employed
parttime have a rate of wife-beating three times the rate of full-ume employed
men.”!% Given that unemployment is strongly related to violent behavior
and that reducing unemployment is a well-established goal of public policy, 1t
is ridiculous to suggest that we must rely on gun control laws, or indeed any
strategies using criminal law or the criminal justce system, to reduce violence.
While it may logically make sense to use a vanety of methods to deal with the
problem, the political realities are such that attention paid and resources
devoted to one strategy tend to divert attention and resources away from
other, possibly more productive, strategies. More expensive alternatives will
never be given serious consideration as long as policymakers and the general
public continue to believe in the efficiency of the criminal justice approach

Nor 1s it valid to say that gun control and other cnminal-justice-system-
onented strategies are the only currently available ways to deal effectively with
cnme 1 the short term. Strategies directed at reducing unemployment,
poverty, and inequality have every bit as much potential for producing short-
term results as crimmnal justice system strategies. Produang short-term
decreases 1n poverty and unemployment 1s difficult, not impossible  For

105 US BUreAu of JUusTICE STATISTICS. supra note 20, at 220.78

106 Scc S WALKLR. SENSE AND NONSENSE ABOUT CriME A Poticy Guine (1985) for 4 wide
ranging debunking of such strategies

107 ) Wricnt, P Rosst & K DaLy. supra note 78 at 308, 317

108 Eg ] WILSON TiiNkING ABOUT CRIME 42:57 (rey ¢d 1983)

109 M Srrats, R Geties & S STRsueETz. supra note 25 at 150

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




166

wnstance, recent sophisticated evaluation of the Job Corps, a federal program
atmed at the “hard-core” poor, shows that males who completed the program
not only were receiving an average of $23.24 more per week dunng the
follow-up period than matched nonparticipants, but also experienced eight
fewer arrests per 100 Corpsmembers than the control group.''® Given the
mimimal investmenit in programs of this sort, it is surpnsing that they achieve
any success at al’,""! but ey can in fact produce significant results in a short
period of time. Therefore, a more promising strategy for reducing violence
and ciime would be one aimed at reducing the entry of underclass adolescents
mto criminal careers by:
(1) the creation of jobs for which adolescent and young adult
members of the underclass can be trained, and
(2) training the target group for those jobs.

Massive numbers of jobs can be created through federally funded
construction projects ained at a much-needed rebuilding of our natioa’s
infrastructure, especially its crumbling highways, bridges, railroads, and
urban transit systems. The Job Corps provides a model for the training
component of the program. Sufficient resources arc available for the
program, without tax increases, through reallocation of federal tax money
from the bloated defense budget.

Job creation aimed at the undcrclass has not been attempted on even a
modest social scale. The few small efforts in this regard have been moderate
successes, despite the aura of failure generated by hostile publicity.
Acknowledging the drastc limitations of criminal justice crime control
alternatives must be the first step toward making crime control through
underclass job creation a respectable part of the mainstream poliucal agenda.

110, J Trourson. M Suirioorr &) McErmoy. EMprovMenT aND Crinz A Rirvitw or THEORIZS
AsD Reszamcu 176-83 (1981)

11]  For example. even 1n 1972 when 1t was sull funded at a relausely high level, the Job Corps ™
program claimed only $202 milhon. or 009%. of the federal budget That figure represented only
1 7% of spending on cniminal jusice at all levels of govemment  Indecdl. the combined budgets of
4l federal work and tramung programs, most of them pnmanlv benehung middle class persons.
claimed funds equalling less than onc quarter of total criminal jusuce spending U'S Bursa oF i
CLasUS. STATISTICAL ARSTRACT OF Tz Unrrep States 1976, at 144, 160.
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Florida House of Representatives

Harry Jenninge Committees

Representative o3th Dustnict Commumity Affairs

June 9, 1989 Emergency Preparedness Military

Reply to & Veterans Affars
7 sue B Health & Rehabilitative Services

2359 Ringling Boulevard Science Industry & Technology

Susasots FL 34237

1813) 954 6569

Suncom 552 7054

402 House Office Bulding

Tallahassee L 32399 1300

(904) e

Select Committee on Children, Yout™ and Fanilies
Atten: The Honorable George Miller, Chairaan
385 House Offgce Building, Annex 2

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congresswan M{iler.

1 have been {nformed that the Select Committee on Children, Youth and

Families will be conducting hearinzs on the subject of Gun and Chi{ld-
ren.

I am much {nvolved {n this subject arc a member of the Florida House of
Representatives and have attenpted to pass legislation making {t a fel-
ony of the third degree {up to five vears in prison and up to $5,000 {n
fines) vhen a child dies as a result of a carelessly stored gun I en-
close a copy of CS/HB 29 ywhich passed the Florida House of Representatives
by a vote of 84-27 on May 25, 1989. There i{s also a copy of the sl{ght~
ly wodified version which I have filed for the next session of ouy. Leg-
{slature which may be a special session later this month.

Unfortunately, my b{ll died in messages to the Florida Senate (it was
assigned to the Senate's Criminal Justice Committee) despite numerous
attempts to have {t placed on the Special Order agenda The Senate
adjourned on June 2, 1989. There vas a CS/SB 68-613 which bhad passed
the Senate's CJ comnfttee which I could have supported but {r had not
reaghed the Senate's Special Order calendar.

I cannot over-emphasize the need for GUN SATETY legiclation such as I
have proposed. Just within the last 48 hours Florida has lost two Qure
children k{lled and two more wounded, We must stop the slaughter of
{nnocent chi{ldren and force gun owners to become responsible for their
actions.

I respectfullv crequest that this letter and {ts enclosures be {ncluded
in the testimony presented to vour committee
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Thank you for your {nterest and consideration.

I an,

HWith best wishes,

Very truly,

HJ:r Harry ;v&ings 5

State Representative
Listrice 69
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189-470-3-9 CS/HB 29, First Engrossed/ntc

A bill to be entitled
, An act relating to weapons and firearmss adding
a new section to chapter 790, F.S.3 making it
unlawful to place a firearm in a place
accessible to a childy providing legislative
purpose’ providing definitionss providing

penalties’ providing an effective date.

o OB N N S W N e

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
10
11 Section 1. Legislative findings and jntent.--

12 11) The Legislature finds thot a tragically large

13| num d

14] sorjously iniyred by neqligently stored firearms. that placing
15 a ccess o dren
16 encourages such accidents and should be prohibjted, and that
17| 1eaislative action is necessary to protect the safety of oyr
18 children.

19 {2) It §3 the intent of the Legislature that adylt

20jcitizens of the state retajn their right to keep firearms for
21l hunting and sporting gctivities and_for defense of self,

22} fam ome,; and bus ng in t act

23 d uce o t rchas

24| and t 0 {°) State o

25 lwmmmmntmmwc amnily. homa,
26for business, except by lawfuyl warrant.

27| Section 2. A new section is added to chapter 790,
28| Florida Statutes, to read:

29 s3 to b id na im=
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169-470-3-9 CS/HB 29, First Engrossed/ntc

(1) The purpose of this section is to provent injuries
a su chi qaini
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a fire within
2|proxiraty and in sych a manner that % can be retrieved and
c"\’l’y7”"( 1 ckly a i e
Child" a
"‘"‘2 .(L!\ 15| (2) (d) "Adult" means apy person 18 years of age or clder.
pet e 16 (3) It is unlawfyl for anv serson to slace 3 fizeamm:
17{or to peimit a firearm to be placed. on premiyes under his
18] contr n_h ve kn t
19| chi.d was likelvy to gain access to the firearm in that place.
20 13 s section ;MM
21{a fireaxm which is readily accessible for immediate use by an
22l adylt or to a firearm which is secured from act:u:_by_a_'thl&
23 { g secti
26| misdemeanor of the second dedree. punishable 3s provided in 3.
25} 775.082 or 3. 775,0334 provided. however. that in the event
26| death. great bodily harm, permanent disabilitv, or pemmanent
27 u t an
25| amounting to culpable nealjgence on the part of the porson

29} committing such v u o
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189-470-3-9 CS/HB 29, First Engrossed/ntc

175,002, s, 775.083, or s. 775.084. Nothirg in this sectjon
shall be constryed to copfljct with s. 790,22,

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1989.

W0 N N D WoN

e
N o~ O

W N R NN NN NN N R e e e e e e
O W @ N & N & W m e O v NN p oW

wi
[

3

CODING: Hords stricken are delations; words wuwlerlired are additions.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




hec s
hALAN
[»uHu&

LN

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Florida House of Represcntatives - 1989

- L A

NN N R e e e p e e s
W N - O 0w 00 N & 10wnus

30

172

By Representative Jennings

A bill to be éntitled
An act relating to weapons and firearms; adding
a new section to chapter 790, F.S.3 making it
unlawful to place a firearm in & place
accessible to » child) providing legislative
purpose; providing definitions; providing
penalties) providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legiszlature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. A new section iz added to chapter 790,

Florida Statutes, to read:
0

(1) _The pycpose of this saction is to prevent injuries

£ snd deaths resulting from children gainfne access to

uplayfully placed fireaxms.
(23 The following words and phrases, when used in this
section, shal) have the following meaninos. unless the context

use" m

31
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Florida House of’Representatives - 198% W 29
112-184A~-11-8
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11| death, gxeat Mod Iy » or persanent
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:

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1989.

18

19 N ¢ I ]

20 HOUSE SUMMARY

21 Makes it unlawful to place a firearm in a place
accessible tc a child. Provides definitions, Provides a

22 aisdemeanor i-mlty. Provides a felony ;emlty if death
or grcat bodily hara to a child results from culpable

23 negligence.

24

25

26

27

N
[-d

This ;ubuation was produced at an average cost of 1.12 cents
or single {aga in coug:.ianco with the Rules and for
29 he information of members of the Legislatuze and the public.

2
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E Helping Pocents ond Teens
Repect Each Other - ond Themielves

June 29, 1989

Jane Godley

Select Committee on Children,
Youth and Families

U.S. House of Representatives

Room 385 HOB Annex 2

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Ms. Godley:

In line with arrangements discussed with Ann Rosewater and Joan
Silverstein, we are submitting the following letters written by
seventh and eighth graders for inclusion in the Select Committee
hearing report on youth and guns.

These letters were the result of a national education program
called "Speak for Yourself" (see enclosure). Under the stated
eligib1lity guidelines, entry in the letter-writing contest was
deemed consent for publication of the letters. However, the
names and addresses of the youths are listed on their letters if
you would like to obtain a formal walver.

Please call me at (612) 871-8877 1f you have questions or
comments. We appreciate this opportunity for these kigs to spoak
for themselves.

Sincerely,

Gloria Bergqui

LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD

“625 fourth Avenue South
\linneapons Minnesota 33413
RespecTeen 1ntoImation 1 800-888-3820
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'RESPEC

EEN Helping Poronts ond Teens
Respect Eocn Other~ond Thamiehves

RESPECTEEN NATIONAL YOUTH FORUM

In the Spring of 1989, .re than 5,300 seventh and
eighth graders from across the country voiced their
public policy concerns by participating 1in a national
education curriculum cajled "Speak for Yourself."

Through this education program, students exsmined youth
15sues and presented their Viewpolints 1n letters
wWritten to 250 Members of Congress.

The sponsor of RespecTeen 1s Lutheran Brotherhood, a
Minnesota-based fraternal society with nearly one
mi1llion nembers nationwide.

One of the most common topics which students wrote
about was youth and guns. Some of America's youths
speak for themselves in the following letters.

s, LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD

625 Fourth Avenue South
Minaeapons Minaesota 33413
RespecTeen intormanon 1 800-888 3820
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5166 Ecgeware Roac
San Diego, CA 92116
Apr:. 28, 1989

.5 Pepresentative Bill Lowery
880 Tront Streel
San Diego., CA  9210!

Dear Representative Lowery*

1 am a 7th grade stucdent at Bell Jr. High School in San Diego, CA I woula
please like ycu to consider working with other mempers cf Congress to form anc
pass a b1l that would Dban all legal sales ang importation of sem: anc fully
autematic Guns to clvilians in the Un.tea States. As you know, these weapons
«11] anc k11! many peopie at a time,

1 knoW tnere w2s an amenament to the constitution thal we nave ine rignt to
oear arms. It S Just that wvhen the fathers of our country wrote it they
cicn’t think ¢f these weapons we have tocay.

A fev months ago a man named Patrick Purdy went into a Stockton elementary
school play yard and started Spraying bullets at the ycung chiicren. Five c¢f
those children were Kili.C and lots more were i1njured. He later xillec
nimself, but he shouldn’t have had that gun 1n the first place.

On the other Side there are hunters who are very careful anc are against a
pan, I feel you con‘t need to have a gun that shoots 30 rouncs in a seconc.
Shooting a ceer 30 times :S Slaughter, Also shoot:ng 30 cucks 1n a second i8S
a Siaugnter. Besices woulan’t it te more fun 0 use a sShotgun anc maxe it 3
challenge to get 5 or 6 cuck3 in a cay’s work”

A pi'l on this snould Include making a 30 d*y turn-in Cead'ine for tne oecp'e
wno own the weapons. They would get ail of their money back on the gun anc
maybe acdizional money accordifig to their criminal recorac. <hen after tre 30
cays the law woulc go into effect making it Lliegal to sell, import. use or
cwn any sem; or fully automatic weapon in tne Unitec States.

Yes, not all of tne criminals will Stop using them but it will at :east stop
some ©f theT, 3esices, the police will have the ability to arrest 2 crimina!
who carries a Semi-automatic gun that before coulgn’t be Prosecutsd decause ne
nad a license to cacry the gun.

! hope you consicer this as Something that needs to be researchec. Ilf you co
research it, bring it pefore Congress, anc pass laws similar 10 in.s one there
will not only pe 1ess shootings and killlings, there will Ze more pecple
w:lling 10 vote for a person who mace this Country a safer place 0 live in.
Sincerely, . ’

P LS e L

Jeffrey’ Schroeous
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£349 Op1h1 Street
Honolulu, Hawali 9ga8z1
hay 3, 1989

U.S. Representative Fatricia Saika
Prince Kuhio Fedgeral Building Rm. 4104
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Representative Sa.ui:

In Hawai11 and across our ration there has peen a G-ast1iC ri1se 1n
violent crimes caused by youth gangs. I hore You will consider an
increase 1n feceral funding for ecucational coportumities, youtn
Programs and parenting to curb “he rising chenomenom of youth gangs,

Recently rowdy Jef frock gang members charged into my Father's Waipanu
office. He asked them to leave, and they cussed and called nim names.
He called the police.

Through research I read that gang expert Jerry wKaono sa1d tnat lccal
gangs are 1n the formative stage. They have fashioned themselves arter
thei1r mainland counterparts. There 18 evidence® of at least 16
different youth garigs 1n Hawali. At leest 29 Los Angeies gang members
have peen 1dentified as laving 1n Haweia,

In 1968, Denver police askad for 1.5 million gollars to crackoown on
Rangs. Recently in New York City, a youth gant went on & & hour crime
spree that ended 1n the beating and rape of a Jogger. Sgt. wWwesley
McBride, parg expert stateo that Minneanclis and Seattle will never
get rid of the Crip gangs. Algoc has gepartment nas a U.S5. map with
citires circled 1n blue where gangs are riow gominate forces. No one
recognized that these Qangs were i1n the c ties until 1t was too late.

I think that the goverrment should set up parent support groups ang
help communities develop organized cvlubs for graphic mural painting,
dirt biking, recreational sports, etc. for the elementary school child
to keep busy and involved. I am sure that these proprams would help
parents and of fer an alternative for prospective gang members guring
their vulnerable years.

President Bush's Campalgn theme was to oromote a "gentler and kindlier
America”. What a better place to start than with our nation’s youth? [
ask that you investigate thie 1ssue so that yYou will help inact
legaslation for programs that will provide Parenting help and
alternatives to youth gang membership.

Aloha,

Kaleo Ede

1%,
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5201 South Heath Avenue
Salt Lake City, Utah 84118
May 18, 1989

U. S. Representative Howard Nislson
Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Representative Neilson:

In January this year I read a magazine article entitled
"Killer On The Loose!"” This was about an armed robbery

1n Denver by a man who began his crime career 1in 1983

by kidnapping a boy my age. Phillip Hutchinson had been
in and out of jails many times and killed a police officer
before he himself was killed.

One of the reasons that I read this article was bhecause
just a few months earlier, Anna Holmes, the manager of the
bank where I have my savings account, was shot and killed
when she was a customer in a store where a robbery was
taking place just a few blocks from my house.

My father lived in Washingéon,'o.c., twenty-£five years ago
and tells many stories about how he enjoyed living there.

HoWw I hava resd that Washington im the murder capital of
the Unit2d States.

?n January thisyear at my school, Jefferson Junior High
in Salt Lake City, a boy my age was being taken from a
classroom to the office by the vice principal. As they
passed a school exit, the boy ran outside, fcllowed by
the vice principal. Then the boy pulled a gun, turned,
and fired a shot at the vice principal. Luckily he i

missed and noone was hurt. The sheriff apprehended the
boy later.

I wondered if you cwn a gun and how you use 1t. Also,
could you please tell me if you are working on solutions
to any of these kinds of problems so that my friends and
I can have a safer country to live ain.

Sincerely yours,., .
CitedUne A Cllona 2 an
Christine Sandvik Ellingson

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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April 26, 1989

U.S. Representative Joseph Krennan
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20%1%

Dear Reapreésentative Brennan:

I am writing to you because ! am concerned about the
wel fare of my state, my country and other countr:es around the
world, In the daily newspaper, 1 have bagn reading more and
more about people being hLilled, raped or shot 1n unnecessary
acts of violence. {hether :¢ 315 half waY across America or
right here i1n Maine, this ©nQoilng violence must stop because 2t
18 Jmopardizing everyore's tytlure.

Handouns are the most popular weapons uvsed in these scts
©f violence. 1t was Just recently in Maine that Fortland Folice
Chiet Michael J. Chitwood went to the Legislature to try and
get stricter laws passed for the distraibuting, possess)on angd
usage of handguns. Not Just in Maine, but all around America
people are pushing for stricter laws.

In the nation's twenty largest cities last year. homicide
rates rose 11%~~in EKostlon alone, Z&%. Recently, LFoston police
confitcated so many guns that the Quns had to be destroyed in »
fire for fear that the slorage room floor would cavain.

What really tells YOou that the gun laws are too m1ld 1e
that anyone being either a convicted felon, i1llegal alier or
drug smugQler can walk into a Qun shop and write down his name
énd address, pay for the QuUn and walt out. Only in some Qun
$hOp$ SO0 people have to show thier license. More often than
not, gun carriers do not even need & license for the Qun.

1 believe Maine should ve the state, and the United States
be the nation, to set an e:ample and lead all nations in
Qettings these important laws Paszed. These laws will,
topefully, stop the increasing and unnecessary violence.

Thank you.

” v/
/) .
A 7. &M%fy/
Emi1y'L. Bergson (ARge 14)

183 Pinecrest Rd.
Portland. ME 04102

bamul,
Y
~¥
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RICHARD BUTLER SCHOOL

Pear] Place. Butier, New Jerey 07405
TEL (201) 492-2079

Jomes C Smuth John McCoppen

O
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Rep. Dean A. Gallo

22 North Sussex Street
Dover, New Jersey
07081

Dear Representative Gallo,

1 am an eighth grade student concerned about the issue of control.
T am strongly against,the use of guns or even the thought of using one.
have iooked up some information to support my beliefs.

Most people believe tnat a gun 1s bought as the use of protection .
Most people who feel that w.ay, don't even consider what happens to the gun
after 1t's bought. It's usually just sits in a draver waiting to be used,not
just for pootection, but other reasons.

First there are Suicides. In 1986, 18,153, people shot themselves to death
with the gun in the house it's much more tempting to use the gun than to use
another way out.

Next come accidental shootings. Most people buy a gun and never learn to use
1t properly. Even vorse are the children vho play with guns and soon find out
they ar not toys.

Police commonly estimate that if 2 household gun 3+ wven used at all, it
1s six times as likeley to be fired at a member of the family or a friend than at
an intruder. Dr. Carl Bell, a Chicago psychiatrest,says, it is even more likely
that the gun will be stolen . Guns are prime targets for burglars because they
can easily and profitadbly be sold %o other criminals.

Putting all the types of death together, researchers from the At‘anta-
based centers for disease control, point out that during 1984 and 1985, the number
of people who died by gun shcts in the U.S. vas 62,897. This wes & greater number
than the entire 8% year Viet Nam conflict.

After considering all the facts, could you please support gon control. Kot
just because of the facts, but because of all those helpless people who have died
from gunshots.

Sincerely,
Sue McClean

Butier Boerd of Ed s en Eque] Oppor ry £
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3780 Celina Road
St. Marys, Ohio L5885
April 11, 1989

U.S. Representative Mike Oxley
1108 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Oxley:

I an writing because I an concerned with the low morals of teens.
Particularly the increase of crize anong juveniles.

The crime rate among juveniles has increased greatly in the 1980's,
something should be done to stop this,

Several weeks ago, ouxr local high school received a bomb threat
fxor a ninth grede student. The P ese was to have school can-
celled for a day. I feel a harsh penalty could prevent this fronm
happening again.

25% of all arvests in the United States are of xinors. One of
the crimes committed by juveniles is btreaking cur. ¥  “Kids think
this is fun because you aren't supposed to do it,” says a teen.

Persons under elghteen are charged with 40% of all gerfous cripes.
6% of all teens arrested for serious crimes are between 15-17.
0f tnese A% are males.

Juvenile crime i sore coxmon in areas with few recreational
activities. Perhaps offering weekend and after school activities
would decrease the crime rate. Perhaps this could alao help

with other problems such as drugs and runaways. Also, more severe
Punishment could discourage other teens from doing the sase crimes.

I will apprecizte any help you can glve to this problen. Please
#%0Xk with oiher representatives to stop this protlem. I hope ny
letter was of help te you.

sxqcerely,

Bill Balderaz

F-L
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ANALYSIS OF RESPECTEENSM SpEAK FOR YOURSELF LETTERS

Substance abuse, sexual choices and the environment were the
national issues most often cited as priorities by 5,300 students
writing to their Members of Congress through the RespecTeen Speak
For Yourself education program. Following is an analysis of the
students' views on these issues, along with a complete list of
the issues covered in the letters with percentages of students
writing about each :ssue.

Drugs & Substance Abuse

"When my parents went to school, the biggest problem was chewing
gum and running 1in the halls. Now the problem 1s drugs and
alcohol."

This comment typifies the response of 25 percent of the letters
received in the contest. Substance abuse represents the single
largest subject of attention among all of the 1issues identified.

Teens see funding for drug education as the most important role
for Congress. They believe drug education needs to start at an
early age to prepare children for decisions to come 1n their
teenage years.

Most of the students eguated ¢érug abuse with crime and violence.
The majority of the letters called for harsh punishment for
dealers, and even for users.

"The only, way this war on drugs can be won 1s if new, stricter
and less-forqiving laws are established and enforced," one
student wrote. Some students suggested capital punishment {or
dealers, while others suggested that huge fines and lengthy jail
terms are necessities.

Sexual Choices

Teen pregnancy, and the accompanying issues of sexual choice, sex
education and abortion were cited as major issues facing young
people by 17 percent of participating students.

Again, most students favored more education in the schools. And,
again, they felt that information shoulé be available at a much
earlier age. Many were aware that the U.S. has the highest teen
pregnancy rate of all Western industrialized nations and that sex
education information begins earlier in those other societies.

One girl wrote of having interviewed 100 girls in her class
(14-15"year olds) and finding "over half of them did not know
what a contraceptive was, and several di¢ not know what
alternatives were available besides abortion.” She said, "Most
pregnant teenagers don't learn any of this until 1t's too late."

{more)
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Other students focused on the need for a teenage mother to
continue her education after the child arrives. Solutions
included special schools for pregnant teens, and child care in
the schocls themselves. Many quoted statistics about the bleak
future for bavies of young mothers who drop out of sgchool.

One student recommended that elderly volunteers staff special
cnild care facilities. According to the writer, this plan would
enable tne elderly to "take a role in tne l:1fe of a ¢hi1ld, and
(have) somewhere to go and something worthwhile and productive to
do. The cnildren are gaining the love and wisdom of those older
than themselves. The parent profits by having the opportunity to
get a good education."

Environment

One student quoted the saying, "We have not innerited the earth
from our fathers, we are borrowing it from our children.® This
concern was a common theme 1n many letters about a variety of
threats to the environment.

Letters on the environment and natural resources represented
ten percent of all tne letters received. Uniformly, the letter
writers called for better control on sources of pollution and
better education on how 1t can be reduced.

Students expressed a broad and well-informed view of
environmental issues and implications. They discussed depletion
of the ozone layer and the greenhouse effect; deforestation; the
Alaskan oil spi1ll; preservation of endangered species; increased
protection for public parks; conservation of natural resources;
and the need for rap1d development of alternative energy sources.,

Many students wrote about air pollution and acid rain, water
pollution, solid waste, toxic wastes and nuclear wastes. Still
others talked about the contribution of agricultural chemicals in
the overall pollution problem.

Issues petail

Other issues addressed in the teenagers' letters are listed below
with the total percentage of Je-ters that were written on
subjects within that area.

“ubstance Abuse 25 percent

sexual Choices 17 percent

Environment and natural resources 10 percent

Crime 7 percent

Education 5 percent

Abuse 5 percent
{more)
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Suicide 4 perceat
Health care (including AIDS) 3 percent
‘Foreign policy 2 percent
Jobs 2 percent
Individual economic security 1 percent
Infrastructure 1 percent
Other 16 percent
Other issue areas which received a substantial number of letters
include:
- Homeless - Eating disorders
- Satanism - Rock music
- Smoking ban ~ Runaways
- Drunk driving - Divorce and family
- Ccliege fundiny - Too much TV
- Teen recreation opportunities -~ Ki1d's rights
- Social Security and Medicare - Helmet laws
- Legal driving age - Skateboard laws
- Sexism - Elderly
- Animal cruelty - Welfare

The Lighter Side

While many of the letters were well-informed and serious, a few
covered topics a bit less weighty.

The routine of school lunch menus was more than one student could
bear. "If 1t is not possible to improve the horrid food, please,
I urge you to at least give us variety. Because sir, who eats
plzza with green beans? Well ve do --- and every week!"

Ore student recommended posting signs on window. and doors that
say "Thank you for not talking dirty" in a campaign to stamp out
dirty talk. She even suggests restaurants establish dirty
talking sections for their patrons "too weak" to break the habit.

Many letter writers recognized the difficulty of solving national
problems. wWhile one had concerns about many issues, she took
this vpportuaity to speak to her representative on another
matter. "I figured you get a lot of letters every day saying that
they want this law or that law passed. And I thought that was
unfair to you. Trying to help us might cause you a problem and
no one realizes that. I care a lot about what is happening
around me but I also care about people's feelings and I didn't
want to forget yours. Thanks for helping us."

Her postscript continues "Cad said that normally I would get a
return letter, bat you don't have to send me one because 1t will
take time out of your answering your other letters. P.3.S8. Dad
did say hello."

s
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H©.H. Bouse of BRepresentatives

SELECT COMM, TTEE ON
CHILDREN. YOUTH AND FAMIUES
348 Houst OMca Bunomg Awwex 2
Wagnmaton, OC 20815

1 ——— June 28, 1989

Katherine K. Christoffel, M.D., M.F.H.
Division of General and Emergency Pediatrics
Children's Memorial Hospital

2300 Children's Plaza

Chicago, IL 60614

Dear Dr. Christoffel:

ML T pALER NEW YORE.

RONALD & MACHTUEY W0t uind

oAl G turme
—— g1 ascv.

CAROL U BTATVTO
.Y oty TVD PacTen

TOAAONL 2182692

I want tc express my personal appreciation to you for appearing
before the Select Committee on Children, Youta, and Pamilies at
our hearing, "Children and Guns," held here in Washington on June

15. Your testimony was, indeed, important to our work.

The Committee is now in the process of preparing the

transcript

for printing. It would be helpful if you would go over the
enclosed copy of your remar.s to assure that they are accurate,

and return the transcript to us within by July 10 with any

necessary corrections,

In addition, Representative Petor Smith has requested that each
witness forward any legislative recommendations they may have.
So that your recommendations may be included in the printed

record, please return them with the transcript.

Let me again express wy thanks, and that of the other members of
the Comm:ttee. Your part{cipation contributed greatly toward

making the hearing a success.

Sincerely,

GEORGE MILLER

Chairman

Select Committee on Children,
Youth, and Pamilies

Gu/j

Enclosures
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June 28, 1989

Thomas Scalea, M.D., Dircctor
Trauma andg Critical Surgical Care
Kings County Hospital

Box 40, 450 Clarkson Aveonue
Brooklyn, NY 11203

Dear Dr, Scalea:

I want to express my personal appreciation to you for appearing
before the Select Committee on Children, Youth, ind Fauilies at
our hearing, "Children and Guns, " held here in Washington on June
15. Your testimony was, indeed, important to our work.

The Committee i8 now in the process of preparing the transcript
for printing. It would be helpful 1f you would go over the
enclosed copy Of your remarks to assure that thoy are accurate,
and return the transcript to us within by July 10 with any
necussary corrections,

In addition, Representative Peter Smith has requested that each
witness forward any logislative recommendations they may have.
So that your recommendations may be included in the printed
record, please return them with the transcript.

Let me again express my thanks, and that of the other members of
the Committee. Your participation contributed greatly toward
making the hearing a success.

Sincerely,

GEORGE MILLER

Chairman

Select Committee or Children,
Youth, and Families

G/ 4

Eaclosures
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