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ABSTRACT

More than ever, our puklic school system must
confront weapons in schools and become aware of steadily risang
statistics on youth homicide and suicidz2. Thas report delineates the
problem, discusses why children carry weapons to schoml, and outlines
strategies for keeping weapons out of schools and for improving
school safety. Although some children carry weapons for "show off"
reasons, too many regard the display and use of guns as a way of
life. With an estimated 120 million guns in private hands in the
United States, some of these weapons are pound to show up at school.
Underlying the rationale for gun-carrying is our society's tolerance
for violence as a way to resolve problems. Weapons may be detected
through tips from students, use of security sweeps and searches, and
deterrents such as immediate suspensaion or expulsion, school security
forces, crisis interventicn teams, and metal detectors. Prevention
strategies are important to help students feel safe without carrying
guns to school. Some techniques are studaznt/parent nonviolent
contracts, community education programs, violence prevention
curricula, peer assistance programs, and firearm instruction classes.
To increase school safety, educators must be trained in weapons
identification and detection, provide adequate supervision, and
promote a positive campus climate by teaching social skills within
the curriculum., Making campuses safe is everyone's responsibilaty.
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WEAPONS IN SCHOOLS

On January 20, 1988, a 13-year-old in Clearwater, Florida,
threatened to "torture and kill" his social studies teacher because
he received a poor arade. When the boy was taken into custody he
had in his possession a 9mm pistol, a box of 9mm shells, a
.22-caliber pistol loaded with 10 rounds and a switchblade,

An eighth-grader in Portland, Connecticut, who was suspended for
refusing to remove his hat, brought a 9mm assault rifle to Portland
Junior High School, killed the ijanitor, and wounded the principal
and his secretary.

An Iroquois Central High School senior in Buffalo, New York, had
been bullied, threatened and taunted by several other students for
weeks. His solution was a sophisticated pipe bomb that he placed
into the locker of the student, who was later severely injured by
the explosion.

More than ever, our public school system must confront weapons in
schools--and this includes .ore than guns and knives. 1In Fulton,
Kentucky, a student cut another student with a box cutter. 1In
another case, a 15-year-old boy in Dedham, Massachusetts, bludgeoned
a classmate to death with a oaseball bat,

A "weapcon" can be any instrument used to attack another person. 1In
the New York City School District's "Chancellor's Reaulation on
Carrying Weapons in School," the following are listed as weapons:

* firearm (including a pistol, handgun and any gun small enough to
be conccaled on the body), firearm silencer and electronic dart
qun;

* shotgun, rifle, machine gun or any other weapon that simulates

or is adaptable for use as a machire gun:

* switchblade knife, gravity knife and cane sword (a cane that
conceals a knife):

* billy (club), blackjack, bludgeon, chucka stick and metal
knuckles:

* sandbag and sandclub:

* slungshot (small, heavy weights attached to a thong):

* explosive, incendiary bomb and bombshell;

* daager, stiletto, dangerous knife and straight razor:

* air gqun, spring qun or other instrument or weapon in which the
propelling force is a spring or air, and any weapon in which any
loaded or blank cartridage mav be used (such as a BB qun):

* acid or other deadly or dangerous cnemical;

* imitation pistol:

* loaded or blank cartrldqes and ammunition: and

*

any deadly, dangerous or sharp-pointed 1nqtrument that can bhe
used as a weapon (such as broken glass, case rutter, chains,
wire).
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Even a nail file can he considered a weapon when factors indicate
that the individual in possession of such an article has the
intentinon of using it as a weapon in order to inflict physical or
mental harm,.

Whi le schcol officials are concerned with all weapons, knives, guns
and explosive devices present the greatest threat to school safety,
Of these three, firearms pose the greatest risk to both students and
school staff.

THE EXTENT OF THE PROBLEM

As victims of both homicide and suicide, increasing numbers of our
nation's youth are dying from the use of firearms. According to 13
vears of statistics recorded in the Federal Bureau of Investigation
Uniform Crime Report, at least 1,000 homicide victims each year are
youths age 19 and under who are killed by firearms. The American
Association of Suicidology estimates that 3,000 youths annually
commit suicide with a firearm., Among children, at least 400 unin-
tentional firearm fatalities occur annuaily,

James R, Wetzel, director of the Center for Demographic Studies at
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, stated in the article "Kids and
Crime" (School Safety, Spring 1988): "Nearly 3 million incidents of
attempted or completed street crime (which is defined as assault,
rape, robbery and theft) took place inside schools or on school
property during 1986, according to National Crime Survey respon-
dents." Wetzel goes on to say, "Among the more serious personal
victimizations were an estimated 61,500 aggravated assaults (25,500
with injury), 44,000 robberies (8,700 with injury) and more than
300,000 simple assaults (80,900 with injury).... A weapon was used
in more than 70,000 of these violent crimes, including more than
20,000 with knives and an estimated 1,700 with guns."

In California from July 1, 1987, until June 30, 1988, schcols
reported tne confiscation of 8,539 weapons, including 789 guns,
4,408 knives, 2,216 explosives and 1,126 weapons categorized as
"other."

The Detroit Public Schools Code of Conduct Offense Profile for
August 1986 through July 1987 listed 519 incidents of disciplinary
actions for possession of weapons.

In New York City schools the number of weapons cases increased from
1,495 in 1987 to 1,916 in 1988. And no change occurred from 1986 to
1987 in Chicago's District 299, where 465 weapons possessions were
recorded during both school vyears,

Other smaller school districts may not list large numbers of weapons
confiscations, but their concern is just as real. From 1986 to
1987, the number of students disciplined for possession of firearms

WEAPONS IN SCHOOLS (3) NSSC RESOURCE PAPER

%




in Duval County, Florida, schools increased from 23 to 63. 1In
Nashville, Tennessee, the increase was similar.

These statistics only represent those students who were caught with
a weapon. Indications are that many students who bring weapons to
school go undetected. A study by a court in Baltimore, Maryland,
which was published in the January 11, 1988, issue of Newsweek,
found that of 390 city high schoolers polled, 64 percent said thev
knew someone who had carried a handqun to school within the pre-
ceding six months. Sixty percent said thev knew someone who had
been shot, threatened or robbed at gun point in their school, and
almost half of the male respondents admitted to havina carried a
handgun to school at least once.

Children always have managed to bring a variety of weapons to
schocl--but the weapons available today are much more powerful,
While it is true that a knife is still the most common weapon found
in schools, increasingly sophisticated firearms also are readilv
available to students--a situation that has multiplied greatly the
potential for serious injury and death.

A school security officer at a recent gang conference in Garden
Grove, California, told about getting a tip that a student had a
weapon on campus. He caught the student outside of the library and
confiscated his duffel bag after wrestling him to the floor. 1Inside
the officer found a fully loaded Uzi 9mm rifle. The boy heard that
one of the boys in the library was out to get him--and he wanted to
get the other boy first. Many others could have been wounded or
killed in the process.

In many of our larger cities, the problem of weapons in schools is
exacerbated by an attitude among some gang members that "the bigger
your quns get, the badder you are."™ Los Angel~s County Sheriff's
Deputy Roy Nunez of the Firestone Station near Watts describes the
proliferation of automatic weapons amol.j gands as an "arms race" in
which "no one wants to be left behind."

The existence of realistic-looking toy gquns and plastic guns also
may present a problem for some schools. Several deaths that have
been caused by these deceptive look-alike tovs have led to legis-
lation prohibiting toy quns in some fjurisdictions., Congress is
moving to banish future production of all-plastic weapons because of
the problem of not being able to detect them by X-ray machines and
metal detectors.

WHY DO KIDS CARRY WEAPONS TO SCHOOL?

Students carry weapons for a variety of reasons. Some do it simplv
to show off or to show the weapon to a friend. Others carry weapons
cut of fear--the weapon is for their protection. Many weapons come
to school today because of the proliferation of gangs and drug
activity.
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John Burton, coordinator of Child Welfare and Attendance for the San
Bernardino County (California) Schools, points out that an increas-
ing number of young people are holding weapons for older gang mem-
bers., He says these kids have no intention of doing anvthing with
the weapon themselves and merely are serving as a weapons depositorv
for the gang member.

Herb Graham, director of Police and Administrative Services for the
Los Angeles Unified School District, recentlv remarked that the
increase in guns they have confiscated "relates to the scope of the
drug trafficking problem in the communitv."

For many children, the display and use of gqurs is simply a way of
life. 1In the book Under the Gun: Weapons, Crime and Violence in
America, total weaponrv in private hands in the United States 1is
estimated to be in the vicinity of 120 million quns. 1t is not
surprising that some of these weapons end up at school. 1In one
case, a 6-year-old first-gqrader arrived at a Manhattan elementarv
school with a loaded .25-caliber semiautomatic pistol tucked in his
bclt. He said he needed to have something for "show-and-tell." The
boy did not even think that he had done anvthing wrong.

Top school security personnel and administrators from across the
nation discussed the weapons problem at the Urban School Safety
Practicum, which was dunring April 1988 in Detroit, Michigan. The
first-of-a-kind event was sponsored bv the National School Safety
Center. One of those attending the Practicum, Dr. Patrick Gray,
executive assistant superintendent for Dade County Public Schools in
Florida, emphasized in reference to gangs: "The gang problem is not
a school problem but a community problem, and the school is one of
the solutions.,"

The same thing can be said of weapons. One of the reasors we have
weapons in schools is simplv because a lot of weapons are in the
community. And, according to Urder the Gun, having a gqun in the
house is not a strange phenomenon., The authors estimate that half
of tne households in this countrv possess a firearm.

Underlying the reasons ciced by scudents for bringing weapons to
school seems to be the attitude within society that violence is an
effective way to deal with a problem, Television and movies requ-
iarly include violence as an effective problem-solving techniaue.
Even the "aood guys" such as Rambo, Rocky and Dirtv Harry conguer
evil through violent .u_ans. And, in the schools, it is not djust
students who aaree with this approach.

While researching material for an article, reporters from the San
Francisco Chronicle had three teachers from Balboa High School in
San Francisco admit to them that thev carry weapons in violation of
school district policy. One even displayed the razor-sharp bhlade he
keeps in his jacket for self-defense, The teacher said, "The kids
have knives. They have guns in the lockers. What's to stop them
from using them?"
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KEEPING WEAPONS OUT OF THE SCHOOLS

Intervention Strategies

The consensus among those attending NSSC's Urban School Safety
Practicum was that one of the most effective methods for detecting
the presence of weapons on school campuses is through tips from the
students. Superintendent Arthur Jefferson of the Detroit Public
Schools said, "We use portable metal detectors and sweep schools but
we don't believe that it's the most effective way to secure the
weapons. It is better to use intelligence from the kids." Schools
should encourage this type of communication through a student "hot
line" or peer program.

Donald McElroy, exccutive deputy superintendent of the Portland
Public Schools in Portland, Oregon, stresses that teachers are the
key to developing a climate at school where each student feels
responsible to report weapons on camous. During homeroom periods,
Portlend teachers emphasize that students are not tattletales but
are actually doing themselves, others and even the perpetrators a
favor bv reporting the presence of weapons on campus.

Schools frequently use a variety of sweeps and searches to confis-
cate weapons. At Grover Cleveland High School in Queens, New York,
police conducted a sweep for weapons. They confiscated a cache of
brass knuckles, knives and a rifle. McElroy stated, "In Portland,
we tell the students up front that we own the lockers and we will
search them whenever it's necessary to find weapons." The crack of
gunfire on February 11, 1988, which caused the death of an assis-
tant principal at Pinellas Park High School in Pinellas Count/,,
Florida, has led to the institution of random searches of students
at that school.

Some students are deterred from carrying weapons to school if they
know they face immediate suspension or expulsion. Clear school
policy in regard to weapons violations is critical. 1In St. Louis,
Missouri, the possession or use of weapons or dangerous instruments
results in the immediate removal of the student from school, a
hearing and a recommendation for expulsion from the St. Louis Public
Schools system. 1n Providence, Rhode Island, a student caught with
a weapon is automatically suspended for 60 days. 1In Polk County,
Florida, studenrts found carrying guns are recommended for expulsion
for the remainder of the current school year as well as the follow-
ing school year. 1In the New York City School District, possession
of a weapon will result in an automatic superintendent's suspension
and the summoning of police. A weapons violation in Detroit often
leads to a permanent expulsion from the district. According to the
California Education Code, a student who uses a weapon at school may
not attend public school in California until a hearing is held *o
show the Board of Education that the student is no longer a risk.

Although expulsion may solve the district's immediate problem, it is
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not an effective long-term solution to the larger community prob-
lem. San Bernardino's John Burton says that "to remove students who
have weapons from school and put them on the street with their
weapon js to put out the fire at school bhut in the process spread it
into the street." Expulsion simply is not a unified approach to
dealing with the problem, Burton maintains.

An effective school security force also can serve as a deterrent for
students who are tempted to bring weapons to school. A security
force can help to protect the school's perimeters against intru-
ders as well. Not all weapons brought onto a campus are carried by
students. On May 20, 1988, Lori Wasserman Dann entered Hubbard
Woods Elementary School in a quiet suburb north of Chicago carrying
three handgquns. Before she left, five children had been wounded and
cne 8-year-old boy was dead. She simply walked into the school and
started shooting. The only possible way to have stopped her would
have been to secure all of the school's perimeters,

A series of school shooting sprees have occurred in the months since
the Chicago incident. 1In September 1988, a 19-vear-old man opened
fire in the lunchroom at a South Caronlina elementary school, killing
two students and inijuring nine others. .Tust days later, a gunman
f.red three shots at a aqroup of children playing on an elementary
scaool playground in Mascotte, Florida, seriously wounding a stu-
dent. In Texas a l10-year-old fatally shot a school bus driver
during Noverber, and a Virginia teacher was fatally wounded during
Decenber 1988 aftes a dispute with a student over his grades.

The wcrst act of violence ever tc occur on a school campus happened
on January 17, 1989, in Stockton, California, where a man toting a
semiautomatic rifle opened fire on an elementary school playground,
killing five children and wounding 29 others before shooting him-
self. Although tighrer security measures are no gquarantee that such
disasters can be prevented, they can serve as a deterrent for the
thousands of other incidents of crime and violence that school
officials across the nation now face daily.

One strateqvy used by some school officials assumes that weapons can
make it onto campus but that they will attempt to make it diffi-
cult for students to hide or transport them after they arrive. 1In
Montgomery, Alabama, fos example, students may carry only clear
plastic or mesh book bags so that any concealed weapon is more
readily visible, 1In Baltimore, Maryland, coats and book bags must
be kept in lockers during the school day. Reuben Trinidad, prin-
cipal at William ¢. Overfelt High School in San Jose, California,
accomplished the same obijective by removing the school's lockers.

In Buffalo, New York, in at least some cases of weapons possession,
students are sent to a counseling program run by wWilliam L. Gaiter,
a civil rights leader and community activist, The proaram endeavors
to change the attitudes of students so that weapons are less likely
to show up in school again., The program focuses on self-discipline
and self-image, rules, respect, avoiding unnecessary conflicts and
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career planning. Students are taught to avoid situations in which
they think weapons are necessary, and they learn how to deal with
conflicts in ways that don't depend on confrontations or threats.

Based on the view that "any and every act of juvenile delinquency
has multiple causes," Arnold P. Goldstein and Barry Glick have
developed a book and program titled Aggression Replacement
Training: A Comprehensive Intervention for Aggressive Youth. They
found that "delinquents frequently possess a series of inter-
locking and often reciprocally crmpounding deficiencies." Goldstein
and Glick attribute the following characteristics to delinquents:
1) They are weak or lacking in manvy of the skills that lead to
effective prosocial behavior. 2) They are over-reliant on aggres-
sive means for gcal attainment. 3) They do not know how to control
their anger, 4) They tend to be more self-centered and have more
primitive levels of moral reasoning. Aggression Replacement
Training seeks to intervene with the aggressive youth through the
use of structured learning, anger control training and moral
education.

A crisis intervention team also can help tioubled students cope with
crises that otherwise might cause them to bring a weapon onto cam-
pus. Shootings, (rrests and natural crises often lead to depression
and frustration. Mimi Test, assistant principal at Valhalla High
School in El Cajon, California, leads a crisis intervention team
that is prepared to go tc any campus in the district when a crisis
occurs. 1In the midst of or immediately tollowing a crisis, the team
meets with the students and offers them a sense of safety and secu-
rity through hours of talking abcut the crisis. They give the stu-
dents an opportunity to ventilate their fears and frustrati.ons.
Finally, they prepare them for the time when the anger will gn away.
The key to an effective crisis intervention team is that you use all
of the available resources in your community.

Ore of the most controversial methods for confiscating weapons is
the use of metal detectors. All of the 1,500 students at Chester
High School south of Philadelphia must pass through a metal detector
at the school's front entrance. Detroit has used metal detectors on
a widespread basis since 1985. Under a new security policy adopted
by Montgomery, Alabama, school officials, walk-through metal detec-
tors will be used on a random basis in the district's middle and
high schools.

Frank Blount, director of security for the Detroit schools, now
conducts surprise searches of schools when there is reason to
believe disturbances may be imminent., Male and female students walk
through portable, stand-up metal detectors. 1If necessary, hand
searches are conducted in a separate holdinc room. Confiscated
weapons are turned over to the police. But even Blount, who sup-
ports the use of metal detectors, gives the following qualifier:
"Everybody thinks metal detectors are the be-all and end-all. But
it's just another deterrent. 1Tt's not a pleasant thing, but it's
one of the many things you have to do to bring to the attention of
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people that you have a problem."

These strategies can help school administrators confiscate weapons
on campbus, make it difficult for a weapon to be used after it
arrives, and intervene in the l1ife of a student who brings a weapon
to school. The actions of some school districts may seem harsh to
some. But Richard Green, chancellor of the New York City Public
Schools, is correct in stating, "I think it's harsh when you have
guns and weapons in school. That's my definition of harsh.,"

Although there is no quarantee that a school ever will be completely
safe from such heinous crimes, NSSC recommends these zecurity mea-
sures to lessen the chances of violence occutring on campus:

* School districts should coordinate a local "school security
committee® or task force comprised of school officials, law
enforcers, other youth-service providers, parents and students
to plan and reqularly update school safety and security measures.

* School site administrators must acquire "crime-resistance savvy"
and take greater responsibility in working with the school board
and district to implement site security programs.

* Schools must develop a comprehensive crisis management plan
that incorporates resources available through other communitvy
agencies,

* A school communications retwork should be established that links
classrooms and schecolyard supervisors with the front office or
security staff as well as with lncal law enforcement and fire
departments.

* School staff should be informed and regqularly updated on safety
plans through in-service training.

* Parents and community volunteers should be utilized to help
patrol surrounding neighborhoods and supervise the campus
before, during and after school.

* Access points to school grounds should be limited and monitored
during the school day. A single visitor entrance should be
supervised by a receptiorist or security officer. Visitors must
sign in at the reception area and wear an identification pass.
Delivery entrances used by vendors also should be checked
reqularly.

* Students should be taught to take responsihility for their own
safety by reportirg suspicious individuals or unusual activity
on school grounds and by learning personal safety and conflict
resolution techniques,

Prevention Strategies

Prevention strategies are important if administrators are going to
keep weapons out of schouol. Good i~tervention strategies can help
stugents think twice about taking a weapon to school., But what
stiategies can help students to feel that they 4o not need to carry
a weapon?
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Maintaining a positive school climate where students feel safe sends
the message that students do not reed to bring a weapon to school.
At George Washington Preparatory High School in Los Angeles, the
school motto is: "We are Family."™ All students are asked to sign a
non-violent contract with their parents. The school conducts
periodic peace marches in the community. Former principal George
McKenna, now superintendent of the Inglewood (California) School

District, believes a familial atmosphere is crucial in keeping crime
and violence out of schcol,.

Baltimore County, Maryland, recently began a 33-month pilot
community-education program run by the police department that is
designed to change attitudes toward gquns in the county. The program
has three phases. The first two phases focus on presenting infor-
mation to current and prospective gun owners on gun safety and the
risks of gun ownership. Phase III involves inter-departmental
cooperation and targets schoolchildren. The curriculum being
prepared for kindergarten through 12tn-grade students teaches
dispute-resolution techniques and attempts to counter the images
that make guns appealing to children.

Public awareness is a strategy of the Baltimore City, Marvyland,
Public School District. Larry Burgan, chief of School Police,
stated that their poster campaign has increased public awareness of
the problem. A large picture of a qun pointed at the reader has the
caption, "GUNS KILL. KEEP THEM OUT OF SCHOOL'" At the bottom it
says, °CALL SCHOOL POLICE" and has a telephone number. The campaign
also includes a gqun hot line number, which is monitored by school
security personnel, and information can be called in anonymously,

A violence-prevention curriculum can help change attitudes toward
weapons by teaching conflict-resolution skills. One such manual,
Violence Prevention Curriculum For Adolescents by Dr. Deborah
Prothrow-Stith, was developed and tested 1n Boston, Massachusetts
schools through the Boston Youth Program. According to the manual,
the curriculum addresses the issues of violence and homicide among
young people by helping students to become more aware of “homicide
and the factors associated wicth it, positive ways to deal with anger
and argu.ents (the leading precipitants of homicide), how fights
begin and how they escalate, and the choices, other than fighting,
that are available to young people in conflict situations."

Another curriculum, prepared by the Community Board Center for
Policy and Training in San Francisco, California, is titled Contlict
Resolution: A Secondary School Curriculum. The curriculum Ts
designed to help secondary students better understand and resolve
the conflicts they encounter in their own lives--at school, at home
and in the community. The program is divided into five parts: 1)
understanding conflict, 2) conflict styles (three basic styles of
resolving conflicts and the effectiveness of each are consider=d),
3) a description of the communication process, 4) skill building in
basic positive communication behaviors, and 5) providing practice in
an informal collaborative conflict-resolution process.
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Peer counseling proqrams also can help change the attitudes of youth
toward violence. Peer helpers are students who have recieved train-
ing in empathetic listening and conflict-resolution skills. At
Granada Hills High School in Granada Hills, California, a troubled
student may approach any number of peer helpers to talk ahout his or
her proklems. Students also may go to the Peer Assistance Center to
talk with peers or trained counselors. The Center advertises itself
as a place where a student can get information, counseling cor .efer-
ral regarding alcohol and drug use, child abl'1se, coping with adult
authority, death and dying, divorce and separation within the
family, dropping out, improving family communication, family con-
cerns, financial problems, gang violence, handling an emotional
crisis, health issues, legal problems, loneliness and friendship,
peer pressure, prejudice and discrimination, relationship difficul-
ties and dating, and running away. Students also may receive tutor-
ing or help with other school-related concerns such as developing
good study skills.

The peer assistance philosophy is that when students have a problem
and want to discuss it, they usually go to a friend. The advantage
of a peer counseling program in helping keep weapons off campus is
the assistance that it gives the student in discussing and working
through a problem in a non-violent manner. It is a place fer a
troubled student to turn for help,

Another approach to the problem of weapons in schools focuses on
the natural fascination that many young people have wWith quns.
In Program Development: Guidelines for Gun Safety and Shooting
Education In Schools, the National Rifle Association proposes a
school curriculum that would provide classroom instruction about
"the safe handling of firearms as well as specific skills and
attitudes...." The material includes sections on justifying,
planning and implementing the program.

Local jurisdictions also could pass legislation requiring firearm
owners to secure their weapons through the use of gun safes. Much
like a safety cap on a medicine bottle, a gun safe keeps a firearm
tightly locked away from children. Parents may be held liable for
the irresponsible storage of a lethal weapon under local codes.

Other prevention strategies may include home firearm safety
courses. TLocal police could provide demonstrations on the destruc-
tive power of firearms coupled with testimonials from victims.
Legislators should look at increased criminal and civil penalties
for the parents of children who use weapons in the school or
community.

SAFE SCHOOLS

Carrying weapons hLas become an acceptable risk for too manv stu-
dents. The presence of weapons on campus places the entire academic
community at risk and makes everyone a potential victim. A 1988
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survey of superintendents and tor security officials from the
nation's largest urban school districts listed weapons on campus as
one of their five most serious concerns. The newspaper headiine
"reading, Writing and Ducking Bullets," which appeared in the
Ardmore, Pennsylvania, Main Line Chronicle, presents yet another
poignant commentary on the state of affairs created by weapons in
our nation's schools.

But more important than recognizing the problems that weapons in
school cause is the development of effective strategies to deter and
prevent such problems. Strategies mav include training educators in
weapons identification and detection, providing adequate supervision
both in and outside of the classroom, teaching pro-social skills
within the curriculum co promote a positive campus climate, and fos-
tering interpersonal success in conflict resolution. Peer assis-
tance programs have contributed to the reduction of assaults and
cases of campus intimidation. Serious offenders should be removed
from reqular schools and provided with a more secure educational
placement.

Making campuses safe is everyone's responsibility--parents, educa-
tors, law enforcers, judges and youth-serving professionals as well
as students. Xeeping weapons off campus is an obvious step toward
making schools safer and more productive for all of America's
children.
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City School District of the City of New York:
Chancellor’s Regulation or Carrying Weapons in School.
A-430, Students’ Volume

Abstract

Any person carrying a weapon in a school building, facility or
contract vehicle used to transpor: students to and from school
poses a clear and present danger to other students and staff and is
subject to suspension by a superiatendent or the executive director
of the Division of Special Educ.tion, as well as possible criminal
or juvenile delinquency prosccution. As used hereafter throughout
this Regulation, the term “superintendent” indicates the executive
director of the Division of Special Education or his designee in
suspensions involving special education students as defined in
Regulation of the Chancellor A-445, and in suspensions involving
other students, the commaunity, borough or assistant superinten-
dent, as appropriate. Regulation of the Chancellor A-440, Suspen-
sion of Other Than High School Students, and Regulation of the
Chancellor A-441, Suspension of High School Students, governs
the suspension of students carrying weapons, except as otherwise
provided in this Regulation.

I. AUTOMATIC SUPERINTENDENT’S SUSPENSION AND
SUMMONING OF POLICE

Possession of the following weapons will result in an automatic

Superintendent’s Suspension:

¢ Firearm (including a pistol, handgun and any gun small 2nough
to be concealed on the body), firearm silencer and electronic
dart gun;

e Shotgun, rifle, machine gun or any other weapon that simulates
or is adaptable for use as a machine gun;

e Switchblade knife, gravity knife and care sword (a cane that
conceals a knife);

e Billy (club), blackjack, bludgeon, chucka stick and metal
knuckles;

e Sandbag and sandclub:

* Slungshot (small, heavy weights attached to a thong);

 Explosive, incendiary bomb and bombshell;

® Dagger, stiletto, dangerous knife and straight razor; and

® Air gun, spring gun or other instrument or weapon in which the
propelling force is a spring or air, and any weapon in which any
loaded or blank cartridge may be used (such as a BB gun).

Possession of any of these weapons is totally proscribed for all




staff, students and school visitors, and it constitutes grounds for
criminal arrest, regardless of whether the weapon is loaded. A
police officer is to be summoned for the purpose of making an ar-
rest. The Bureau of School Safety is to be notified immediately,
and all procedures described in Regulation of the Chancellor A412
are to be followed.

II. SUPERINTENDENT’S SUSPENSION AND SUMMONING
OF POLICE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE PRINCIPAL

Mer= possession of certain other articles is forbidden and, under

most circumstances, will result in a Superintendent’s Suspension.

The Bureau of School Safety is to be notified immediately, and all

procedures described in Regulation A-412 are to be followed.
Possession of the following articles is forbidden:

® Acid or other deadly or dangerous chemicals;

¢ Imitation pistol;

¢ Loaded or blank cartridges and ammunitiun; and

® Any deadly, dangerous or sharp pointed instrument that can be
used as a weapon (such as broken glass, case cutter, chains,
wire).

Before invoking a suspension, the principal, in consultation with
the Bureau of School Safety, shall consider whether or not there
are mitigating factors involved in the possession of a particular ar-
ticle, for example a nail file, for which a purpose exists other than
infliction of piiysical or mental harm. However, when there are
factors to indicate that an individual in possession of such an arti-
cie has the intention of using it as a weapon in order to inflict
physical or mental harm, the principal shall seek a Superinten-
dent’s Suspension and immediately summon the police for pur-
poses of making an arrest.

III. CONFISCATION AND DISPOSAL OF WEAPONS AND
OTHER DANGEROUS ARTICLES

When a person is found to be in possession of a weapon or other
dangerous article as described in Sections I and II of this Regula-
tion, the principal, the school guard or the police officer, depend-
ing on the circumstances, shall confiscate the article. In instances
that do not require the police to be summoned, the article shall be
given into the custody of the Bureau of School Safety.

Unless the police take custody of the weapon, the Bureau of
School Safety shall retain its custody and when notified of the date
of the suspension hearing shall present the article as evidence in
the hearing. Upon notice that a weapons case involving suspension
has been decided by the superintendent, or upon notice that a

rer
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weapons possession case will not entail a student suspersion, the
Bureau of School Safety shall dispose of confiscated articles by
delivering them to the local police precinct.

IV. AUTHORIZATION FOR SUSPENSION FOR POSSES-
SION OF WEAPONS
At the request of the principal, the supeiintendent sha!l have
emergency authority to invoke an automatic, emergency suspension
of any student found to be in possession of any weapons described
in Sections I and HI of this Regulation. Any suspension for posses-
sion of weapons must be r .de by the superintendent. Principals’
suspensions are not to be invoked in these cases.




Kids: Deadly Force

Gunfights are replacing fistfights as firearms
become a major problem in the nation’s schools

Two weeks before Christmas Day, 17
yearold Kendall Merriweather was shot
and killed a few blocks from his high school
in southeast Washington, D.C. Police ar-
rested two teenage students who they believe
killed Merriweather while trying to steal
his “doom box” radio.

A few days earlier in Pasadena, Texas, a
14-year-old eighth grader at Deepwater Ju-
nior High School whipped a snub-nosed .38
out of his jacket and held the assistant
principal hostage for two hours. Police said
the boy was distraught over his parents’
recent separation.

Last week late-evening commuters found
the bullet-ridden body of 13-year-old Ro-
lando Mattie at an Oakland, Calif, bus
stop. Police believe the seventh-grade drop-
out was a crack dealer and are looking for
five suspects—most of them Mattie'’s age—
in connection with the murder.

hesc were not isolated incidents. All
Tacroas America, the number of kids

using—and being harmed by—guns is
rising at an alarming rate. According to the
US. Department of Justice, more than
27,000youthsbetween 12and 15werehi nd-
gun victims in 1385 (the most recent fig-
ures), up from an average of 16,500 for each
of the three previous years. But officials
admit that as grim as those statistics are,
they grossly understate the extent of the
problem. In recent years, city streets have
become flooded with unregistered and un-
traceable handguns, available to anyone of
any age with a bit of cash. In New York,

revolvers can be bought on street corners
for as little as $25. Some dealers are even
willingto"rent” agunforan evening, defer-
ring payment until the teen can raise mon-
ey through muggings and robberies. Youth
gangsin Los Angeles protect their turf with
black-market Uzi submachine guns and
Russian-made AK-47 assault rifles, easily
financed by the crack trade. Children who
live outside urban areas have an even
cheaper source of firearms: dad’s closet. In
California, 38 percent of all households con-
tain agun. Often, parentsdon’t realize that
their .357 magnum or shotgun is missing.
“Gunsseem tobe enjoying a new chic,” says
handgun expert Garen Wintemute, a Sac-
ramento physician. “The increased preva-
lence of gun carrying among students is
reflective of an increased general interest
ingunsinthiscountry.”

Nowheare is the proliferation of firearms
among youths more startling than in city
highschools. In Baltimore last spring, new-
ly appointed Circuit Judge Ellen Heller
was 80 shocked at the number of minors
charged with gun crimes that she ordered a
survey of weapon use among students. The
results were even worse than she expected.
Of 390 city high schoolers poiled, 64 per-
cent said they knew someone who had car-
ried 2 handgun within the preceding six
months; 60 percent knew someone who had
been shot, threatened or robbed at gun-
point in their school; almost half of the
male respondents admitted to having car-
ried a handgun at jeast once.

Cities with far fewer gun incidents than
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Baltimore still have plenty to worry about.
Twenty years ago, the baddest kid in school
carried aswitch-blade. But today packing a
pistol is a symbol of status and power that
others quickly emulate. This snowball ef-
fect is reinforced by the climate of fear that
a gingle firearm in the classroom gener-
ates. As with adults, many students who
say they have no criminal intent start car-
rying guns to protect themselves from gun-
toting class bullies. The child who thinks
he's protecting himself, however, is actual-
ly putting himself in more danger. Statis-
tics show that kids (and adults) with guns
are more likely to be shot than those with-
out guns. "A gun can give someone a sense
of power and a security blanket,” says
Houston psychologist Rion Hart. “They
haven't really thought out what they're
going to do with it until something hap-
pens. But then it’s too late.” Suddenly, “he
80i”_she said” hallway disputes that were
ono: settled with fists or the flashing of a
knifeblade endinaburst of irepowirand a
bloody corpse.

Quick oa the trigger: That was how 15-year-
old Dartagnan Young died. A freshman at
DuSable High School on Chicago’s South
Side, Young accused 8 16-yesr-old achool-
mate of slapping his girlfriend. The
schoolmate pulled out a .32 revolver and
started shooting. As students Jooked on in
bhorror, Young staggered through the
crowded hallway, blood pouring from his
chest. He died at the hospital. Often, even
less provocation is needed before the bul-
Jets begin to fly. *You gotta be prepared—
people shoot you for your cost, your rings,
chains, anything,” says a 15-year-old ju-
nior-high-achool student in Baltimore,
proudly displaying his 25-caliber Beretta.

Much of the increase in gun use stoms

from urban crack trade. “These [crack)

O
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gangs have more firearms than a small
police department,” says William New-
berry, 8 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agent based in Los Angeles. Po-
lice say it'a typical for street crime to spill
over into schools. In ghettos more pro-
found fo..2s may be st work. Children
who grow up in broken homes and in the
grip of poverty can come to see guns as
their only availsble ticket to prosperity
and self-esteem. At the same time, con-
stant exposure to violence on TV and on
the streets can inure them to the reality of
what a bullet can do. “Kids don't care, and
they feel life has little value,” says Cle-
mentine Barfield, whuse son Derick was
among the 77 youths 16 and under shot
dead in Detroit over the past two years.
Barfield started SOSAD (Save Our Sons
And Daughters) to help other parents
overcome their grief and raise awareness
of the problem. “We've got to fight for
social change, just like we did in the '60s,”
she says. “We're losing a whole generation
of children.”

‘Bake myday”: Smallercitiesand townsare
not immune. Last August a 12-year-old boy
in Corpus Christi, Texas, wounded a stock-
broker on a crowded downtown street.
What most shocked the victim was the way
the kid blew the smoke out of his barre),
Clint Eastwood style, then got on his bike
and rode away. In De Kalb, Mo.,12-year-old
Nachan Faris brought his father’s .45 semi-
sutomatic to school one day, seeking re-
venge on a classmate who had taunted him
for being fat. Faris accidently shot a 13-
year-old who tried to protect the intended
victim, then shot himself in the head. Dr.
Deborah Prothrow-Stith, commissioner of
the Massachusetts Department of Public
Health, attributes outbursts like these toa
society too tolerant of violence. "We show
that fighting is glamorous on TV—it is re-
warded and chosen by the hero as the first
solution to & problem,” she says. “There’s
0o sorrow, no lamenting when the ‘make
my day’ sttitude is put into action.”

Whatever the cause, authorities are find-
ing the use of guns by youngsters an ex-
tremely difficult trend to stop. Metal detec-
tors, apot searches and increased security
have failed t0 keep guns out of the class-
room. Police say it is even harder to keep
handguns away from kids on the street.
The city of Boston recently launched a TV
ad camnaign with shocker tag linessuch as,
“When you tell a friend to fight, you might
as well be killing him yourself.” But it will
take more than commercials to keep
schools from becoming modern-day Dodge
Cities. As long as pistols are almost as easy
to get as candy from a vending machine,
people of all ages will continue toend upon
both ends »f the barre).

Gzozos Hacxsrramith Ricaasd Sanvza
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Califorma Policy

Calls for Curb on

Science ‘Dogma’
Board Backs Teaching .
Of ‘Observable Facts'

By Robert Rothman

1n s major victory for the state’s scrence
taachers, the Califorrus Board of Ed

Schoolyard Gun Spree Leaves 6 Dead, 30 Imured

has unanimoualy approved s new policy
nuunl aumed at bolstening the teaching
of Uon by that p o
tsach “dogma” be resisted.

Whils the statement does not use the
terms "evolution” or “creationusm.” it mg-
auficantly strengthens s 1972 directive that
mwmmvu\nwpnndqm

or pi tion i the

dw-gdu-.

The new policy, which officisle said
would send ¢ “strong symal® o textbook
publishers, 18 likely to have an unpact on
scsence instruction 1n other statas, becauss
of Californua’s large share of the national
taxthook market.

The one-page statement asserts that the

WuA press and wire reports

Shortly before nopn last Tuesday, Lon
Iuhyamnl-eduumnladnrnm

that doss not meet the cnitesis of fact, hy-
pothesis, and theory as these terms are used
in natural sc.ance and defined in thus pob-

“As & matter of pnnciple,” it adds, “sa-

tary achool in Stockton, Calif , herd-

uxoumuumuuduup

classroomn, desparately trywng to shield

lh- from the hail of bullets piercing the
aur outaide.

A second-grade teachar, Janet Geng,
wounded 12 the leg, recalled lying stil] 0n
the school’s playground as asphalt frag-
mants kicked up by bulleta lew around her.
She feared, sha later said, that if she moved

she would be shot again.
and should R Blledo, 8 pupil st the achool, re-
d sseing 8 cl t bllcdbyth.ri

trators should support teachers i1a thus re-
[ L

“Science w science,” said Bill Horug, the
Continued on Page 17

ing boy 1nto the achool bmldm(ulho
shooting continuad.
Cont:nued on Poge ¢

Aduks escorting pupils back (o school in Stockton, Cabif., last Wednesday Some 100
Mmmhndwwmhnduhdpmmmmm

In Cnisis, an Anguishing Unknown:
‘How Can We Protect Our Pupils?’

By Liss Jenaings

In the aftermath of what is being called
the worst act of violence ever to occur on &
school campus, Stockton, Calif, school offi-
cuuls weare among those predicting last
week that the incident would prompt dis-
tncls across the country (o review thewr
uhmlaktyplm-

aals’ obligation 10 take previative mes-
sures remains an unsettied msue.

State Superntendent of Public Instruc-
tion Bill Honug last week sasd there was
nothung that officials st Stockton's Cleve-
land Elementary School coudd have done to
stop the lone gunman, Patnck Purdy

'Sncutyumnblehdbmbr

Jability of hand
od, add

Imlphamth.onlyuuwhwewm-
o0 offers both students and school exnploy-
oes a0 “inalienable” nght to camp that

m:wmtm.msr

mtphnmn;bruuymlh.nu:hmem
But other schoo! leadars last week were

are “safs, secure, and peaceful ®
But even 10 Californis, where safety 15 8
matter of state law, the extent of echool offi-

ding an slarm, citing the inadent as

unexmpledl.heudbrmuhw&
cunty on school campuses.

Continued on Page 5

Educators Preview
‘Revolutionary’ Plan
For Science Reform
By Robert Rothman
San Faancisco—A forthcoming report

by the nation’s largest saence arganisation
has the potential o Jead Lo “revolutionary”

But they warned that even though the
group has pledged to push its recommends-

Bipartisan Group Urges Bush To Revive Civil-Rights Enforcement

By Williass Saider
Wasanaron—1f Premdent Bush s to

oty, hnunmnthﬁdunluvﬂn;hu
enforcament mechanisms that “fall into dis-

trations (0 snforce anti-discnminstion
laws. It aited suforcement shortcomings 1n

ducaty pl t, b ng, and other
Gelds covered by faders] avil-nghts legusla-
tion.

Dunng Mr. Roagan's two tarms as Prem-
dent, the govarnment impowed *virtually s
moratonum oa the unplementation of avil.
nghts laws and court decisions,” sasd Ar-
thur Flammung, the chairman of the panel,
who descnibed himaself as s “lifelong Repub-

hican®
Quoting languags used by Martin Luther
KingJr., Mr. Flemming sasd the panel's re-

port eseks (0 rerund the Bush Admunustra-

policy oa avil ngbts as “the doctnne of noo-
acquiescence.”

The report was usued one day after Mr
Bush promised & group of black leadens
gathered here (0 mark the buthday of the
slain cvil-nghts leader that “bugutry and
indifference wall find no safe home on our
shores, i1n our public life, 1o eur peighbor-
hoods, or 1n our homes ®

Uons over the next few decades, it faces for- | used succesafully by mx previous admnis- Continued on Page 23
mudable obstacles to making the ambetious
’lancrdityinth.dl-u-.m
The first of the Arnen-
umw‘:vawﬁk Also in the news
once's Propnct 2081 —is toouthnes =
sew definition of what all high-school Dismineals New Push by LM, Muentans Equity Plen ‘St Declsion  L.D.
should know and be todoin | The Detrolt and Los Angeles The computer glant is now The governcr would cap For the hirst ime, & research-
saience, mathematics, and . school systems have been second to Apple in its slice 5chool spending 1n wealthy center grant will go 10 two
Rollowing the re'eass of the repert, the | freed from longstanding suits. of the school market. districts, for stanters. competing applicants.
group plans 10 work with teams of educa.
tors in about ive districts to develop mode) | 6 10 12 21
Continued on Page 24
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California Gunman Kills
6 and Injures 30 at School

Continued from Page 1

In less than five minutes, the
automatic-fire volleys of the lone
gunman Lok e termble toll 5 pupila
and the assaiiant humself were dead,
29 other pupils and one Loacher were
wounded, 16 senously

The Jan 17 sttack clasmed more
lives than any other known slayings
on school property

It was st least the Ath armed at
tack by an outader oo students or
school persannsl s less thas e year
snd the latest 1n o rapudly lengthen-
wng list of tragrc uncadents 1n schools
that have flled both students and
employess. (See bax below)

‘Mase Chaos’

All five vicums at the Stockton
school, Tanqng 1 age trom 6 9,
were or chuldren of refug,
hnSmMAulhl!dlhnu-

The rapud-fire rampags, sxecuted
by e young man in hus 20’s \dentified

o the other mde of Ms Mackey's
clamroom bulding und shot himaeelf
with & putol Police ewtamated that

110 shells were fired.
An Unsetting Past
Why the gunman had attacked
the children was uncleer, police

asid One police captain said Mr
Purdy, either 24 or 26 years old, had
attended the Cleveland Elementary
School from 1969 through 1973
Police speculated that Mr Purdy
had o “oulitary hangup " In hus
Stockion motel roon., where he had
hived unce Dec. 26, they forund 100

ecanly obtaned the nfls used by Com-
munwst-bloc armses by falufying o
certificats at an Ovegon gun shop.
On the nfle stock, Mr Purdy had
arvdlhem “Freedomn,” “Vuto

school epen for the week School of.
ﬁtl.ll folt the Clavelend puprls
d assees %0 profe | help
and 1o be surrounded by teachers
and other edults they I.r\uud saud
Mr Kioss
Afer few students showed up for
school the day aler the ahootings,
Mr Klose saxd, Cleveland’s pnna-
pal, Pat Busher. personally ep-
pealed to the parents, visiting them
tn theiwr homes Lo reassure them of

ry. and “Hezbollah® the
1 Moslem of that

a8 Patrck Edward Purdy, ended o'>
ruptly when be turned his weapon to
hus head and made humaelf the mxth

fatality.
According to the A d Press,

supports lran. On hus camouflage
shurt, he had wrntten “PLO" “Libye*
and “Desth to ths Great Satin® (sc]
There was also speculation over
vhethar Mr. Purdy was deliberataly

Mr Pundy, clad 1 o flak jacket and
armed with e Soviet-designed AK47
ssmu-sutamatic asseult nfle and two
putols, perked his station wagon
acroms the strest from the elements-
ry-echool playground shortly before
noon and et it afire.

Jdohn Klose, spokesman for the
Stockton Unafied School Dustnct, saxd
Mr Purdy entared the school's eo-

2nd, and 3rd graders played cutside.
“He was just standing there with
o gun, makung wide sweeps,” Ma
Mackey t0ld reporters. “He was not
tallung, he was not yelling, he was
wvery straught-faced *
"There was mass chacs There
were luds runnung o every durec-
ton,” sasd Ms. Mackey, who had o
) view of the playground from the
wmporaryclaasroom building
Anpe Ramacher. spokesman for

Department
of Emergency Services, sasd the guo-
man opened fire on students at the
south sde of the achool, then walked

aming st AsapAmencar pusile Al-
most 70 percent of Cleveland Elo-
mentary’s 970 students are Asian
Amencans, many from Cambodia,
Lace, and Vietnam.

Siockion hes 18 Califarnua’s Central
Valley, one «f the worlds nchest agn-

pﬂdhl.huw-dmtwlmhd
disarssed theories sbout the gun-
man's etnnic antipathies. A polscs
spokaaman said Mr Purdy, o loner
who tned twice 1n 1967 0 kull hum-
self while 1n police custady, seamed
0 have hatad sveryone

‘The Real Herves'

Supenntendeat of Schools Mary
Ganzales Mend opted 0 keep the

their cluldren’s safety On Thure-
day. 674 of the school's 970 stud:

She agaun viat xd the hospitalised
children on Wedsnesday o pass out
the many gfls and toys that ware
donated to the school after the shoot-

ngs.

Mr Klose slso praised the 34
Cleveland teachurs, one of whom re-
mained hospitalised and several of
whom pulled wounded and dying
huldren 1nto the building whils the

ware back 1a the cl

“Fror where we ait 1n Stockton,
Pat Buahwunllyoumldwsnt n
o principal and more,” ssid Mr.
Klose On the day of the tn‘.dy,
he sa1d, Ms Bush

was stll inng “All but the
mnd-dhnd:umuuheupmu
han d d the foll,

machine guns.

“How many innocent children
have 10 be kulled before we aack
down oo the evailablty of automat-
ic weapona?” Mr Honug saked.

Purchasers of ssmi-eutometic
weapons must only state. as Mr
Purdy did, that they have nol been
convicted of & cnume and are nut

lly il Noonen
truth of the statements No namnes of
pudn-nnndwulgd
d how such

ng

day, he srsd
“The real heroes \n this are the

tfled parents of thewr chld's dulh
and visited all the children and one
teacher who were hospitalized 1n
seven institubions scattared miles
spart.

hers,” saxd Mr Kloss
Unanswerable ¢h

o

an incident could happea in the
United States.

“We came here axpscung peace
and freedom,” Tocan Nguyen, o

At the stats capitol, Bull Honug,
Californua’s chusf sats school off-
car, questioned the easy accass 0

Viet iiarpreter old The
Washungion Posi “Lo my homeland |
saw ons war sfar another. b * o .~

18 Just o» ugly.” —ttae.

Following are s gyestaons from the
Netonal Schowl Safety Caniar. the Ne
t10a8! Associstion of Elemantary
School Principals, and secursty experta
on how i plan for schoul emergencies
aad cope with polentisl security
thresis.

0 Prinopals aeed W scquire “cnme-
renstance eavvy” and Lake greater re-
sponubulity for developing theu ewn
sacusity programE.
©"What » aseded 1 & comprehes-
wve dunster plan, worked out in coop-
aralion with Lhose YANnous agencies is
the wmasuasty that the schosl would
wsscapably have (o tury (o f 5 disas

Guidelines for Dealing With Threats to Security

tor did 1a fact occur,“seyv the w4 089

o Princpale should “consult the lit-
orstwre” oo school swcunty and eweh
gwdsnce frem qualified sscunity com-
sultanis

@ Prinapals should form @ “schosl se-
cuntv commities o tash force.” wa-
duding act only staffl mambers but
sudents asd purents. chanyed with
analynng the school's deyres of sacun-
ty and developing emergeacy-prepar
ednam polines.

cl.alplni-ullhm-dldll

u--;-m-.uuuum
way radio, (o apaud

responss tume
@ Sches! officials should connder

faciag and leaducaping iechasque
that shueld sutdeer srens and tumut
oo tonchosl greunds to sas

0 Outdoar parumstere should be mese-
gored whils eutads astivities are 1a

prograr

0 Parests and community memsbary
should be utslised to help petrel cnm-
puss 8ad koop walch 18 anghbonag
areas

0 Acoum W acheal buildings sheuld
e ughtly esntrelied through o single
viulor ssrance soniused by a reoeg-
Gerustl ar secunty efficer

@ Visters and studeats should be
ashad o wess ideatification tage ot ol
e while en campun.

The folioweng are among the incidenss
of sarvous wolence en Amerwan school
AMPUIN 18 FICEAS JORrs.

4
Pobruary—A saipar £res inte e play-
ground of & Los Angeles slemestary
achosl, luling one pups) and weunding §¢
other pupls and 3 sdulte.

1908
April—A 19-yearold wiskliag a nile
holds thres 2nd-grade students hostage
1 0 north Detront elccnentary schesl &v

wounding sia.
A high-sshenl sonier is shot and hilied
on the greunds of ¢ Priace Gearge's Cous-
ty, Md, acheel, the fret killing is the
scheal district = 0 doonds.

Desember—A Coacord (N H ) High
&dmhh}\!wnp

bee 1 & hallway of the schoo! afler hald-

ng o polam.

—A mas later sasd 1o be under prychuat
nc trastment holds ¢ priest, his secre-
tary, and four students hostage for more
thee sevea hours in a Philadelphin

o West Hollywoed, Calif . hugh school w
shot  desth 1a » hallway of the schoal
afar aa allercalios with (w0 students.
—A 15yeareld Lowisans bigh-echoul
student (atally shosts humaslf 1 the » sed
dunag s dsaplusary mestiag with has
pnonapel aad sasutaat priacipal.
Nevember—A 13 yearold 8th gruder 1a
Ou'nhdbnhhuwunplmlhl
] Ale dunng &
hn-ahnnﬂhmupl

I b a2 B 4

May—A North Carelina hugh echool st
dmt wounds three sthers afler sgmrung
fire with as autematic handgus in a
crowded schoal hallwny,

Poptamber—Aa 16 year-eld graduste of

o sl
uthlué- a 14 yeasold
Montass studers shoots and kille » substs
e, snd wounds an ssmstant princpal
snd two shadentn.

7
Pobruary—As Arissns prepers
Mluh--ﬁnud-lhbyplbu
hus acheel, after he wounds an edmini-
strater and @ Wcher unng a pstel and 0
shotgun.

March—A waman salirs o Sesta AR,

The Escalating Toll of Violence at Schools: A Five-Year Chronology

Cald . slementary-acheol classroom and
fazally ahoots harmif s the heed o8 37

Pujnls walch.

Apsil—A 17-yoas<old star sthlete st a
Datrest hugh school becomen the dutnet’s
Aret gudent murdess nicum, alter boing
shot 18 the head by 8 14-yeas-eld student
= & echunl hallway; twe sther sudents
we wywed.

October—A 18-year-eld Chucago sty
dont 16 shat (o danth 1 the hallway of hae
hugh scheal by 8 16 year-id, pelics term
the ahooling “guag-related *

shootang eas sudent fete 'y and woupding

n-p-n-us,-nuns-nc»
dun.'hnlu.-dh--l‘u
anters an ok
d—lulq-ulnmlh*\nn
Cie calotans and 1a @ nd-grade classrwm,

—A 40 youraid gunman Lulls 0 cusod:
a8 and a famale pelioe officer ot & Chxe-
g school for troubled beys, shar Miling
twe puople 18 & Rearby SuLS-parts sen

» A Tenss dnver
in Gotally shot 18 the hand by a 10 yeur
ald slamentary student.

December—A studes: &t 8 Viraia

Beach, Vs, Chnnetisa schosl ahwots sad
mym-u&-u-m

ovec e i, |

A
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Aftermath: ‘I Would Panic, but I'd Stick to My Plan’

By Ellen Nax

Last week's achoolyard killing
apree \n Stockten, Calif, dramats-
cally demonstrates the need for
schosl efficials o davelop plans for
amergency sarvices, say mental-
health sxpesis who havs halped
«chools cope with ssmular cwes

Though the poambility of having s
dusl with & used gUAMAN 1 remcte,
they say, & vanety of mare common
tragedins, such as the death of » popu-
lar teacher or o school-bus scaadent,

system, one way o the other *

Mr Reinhardt oversaw his dis
' responas (o U Challenger &-
sautar 8 1966, when o Wacher from

Loag-Term Symplcms

In Stockton, saud John Kloss, o

pok for tha district, 100
counselors, peychologists, and
nchool auress offered sarvices
10 the Cleveland Elemantary School
0 aid students gneving for theu five
dead ¢ The prok !

belp was sent, be seid, frocy sur-
d: distncts.

of paychalogcal
cord, N.H., school systean "It hap-
pons sooner or later \n svery school

school

The school epenad 8 counseling
center for parents 1n a nasrby
church, and irutiated 8 24-hour bot-
line to take calls from families deal-
ing with the tragedy’s eflects. Be-
csuse mose than two-thirde of the
school's population is Asian, inter-
peeters fluent o several languages
Jouned the counseling stal

“We are prepared W carry on
grelcounseling sa long 83 neces-
sary,” Mr Kioss aaxd

Such s long-terTa view, say profus-
sicnals, w cruaal They note that
many of the psychological symp-
ms sssociated with treuma may
not sppsar—or disappear—for
weeks ar months afler the \ncident.

Accordung 0 Robart S. Pynoos, an

prok of psychiatry at
the University of California st Los
Angeles, such eymptoma include
nightmares, startled reactions to
loud nouses, the wnability 10 concen-
trats 1o achool, gwit about not help-
ing fellow classmates, and fears
about the incxdent’s recurrence

Young chuldres, he said, may try
W re-snact the fnghtful expenence
whuix they play, while older chuldren
and teenagers may adopt more naky
behaviors They may slso ry to
svord the specific locatsoa in 8 school
where the wcidant ooccwred, Dr
Pynoos saud.

Emergeacy Steps
Although Little can be done 1o pre-
vent the type of violence that oc
cwred in Stockton, mental-bealth
experts say that achools that adopt

steps before—and dunng—en emer-
gency aitustion.

8 Determune what mental-health
rusources will be svalable

8 Traun all ezhool personnel in gref
counseling

¢ Establish & procudure for releas-
ing chuldren when calm bas been re-
stored

¢ Appoint one person as the
school’s Liaisoa with the media and
cther officials.

@ Keoep the school open for informa-
Uon and counssling the day of the
wadent and for several days there
alar Students and their parents
can be told the facts about the inar-
dent 10 8 largar group. but they
should have the chance 10 express
thewr foslings and retell thair exper-
1unces 18 & small-group setung

o Offer counseling servicss for
weeks and montha afler the svent.

School afficals who have already
developed such plans ssy toat they
foel confident that they could handle

Preparatary

Fla, who has helped develop emer-

gency plans for Duva) County
hools mnce 1961, “1 would be up-

nnhlll n‘laAmlu.uu
antical that schools take sevara)

set, 1 would panac, but | would ollow
my plan.®

Educators’ Imponderable: How To Protect Pupils at School

Continuad from Page 1

“Wa can't ignore uu issus of
scheol safety saymore,’

Savs, exsculive director d the Na-
of El

School Boards Association. “To pro
toct schools against this kind of
manuscal conduct, we would have tc
build penitentiary walls around
them null.hn squads of secunty

Uonal A
&hd?nnﬂuh"h'nptbm
viduals

But epinions remained divided
last week on how far achool |

‘A Halfway Polat’

ates o false dilemnmna,® eounhnd

Niehal
[ ]

They must

face the issue of
liability as

well as of
campus safety.

ton of schools being resustant
safety The questaon s, what do you
do about 1t?”

Violation of Civil Righs?

Although there remawns oo legal
procadent o the salsty proviman,
Kevia S Washburn, Mr Hese-
mann'’s atiorney \n the case, u now
nvolved 18 ot lesst half o dosen
-xmhr suts against other schaol

Geo!
court judye in Sacramento and the
founder of the N ) School Safe-

must go to protect students from vio-
fence and protect themaelves 6o
habality laums. And some lamented
the prospect that schools might no
Ionc-rhc what Mr Sava termed
e, 0pen aa church
are, MMWM—.

Time for Walls?

Last wesk's shootang 10 Stockton
occurred almost sxactly 10 ysars
afer 8 lsanage snuper | Sas
fotally shot a school prncipel and
custodian, and wounded nune chul-
dren, g they wure amving 1o school

anud the nadent 1o 1979 forced school
efficale to develop a school-safety
plan kg befors mch measures be
ca/0e cOmmon.

Hawving goae through that exper-
wnce, Mr Rascon saud, he bebieves

“Sometimes it takes 8 bug incrdent
lLike thet to make you lood st what
you could do,* he said

Joha Klose, spokesman for the

the dustrict planned to revanp its
policies. Mr Sava of the NA RSP
ssnt s message out o members ofhus
organusstion advasing them to de
the same

But Mr Honig and others de-
chndblhllblhnuuloanll
for b

1 doa't think schools should
for this inci-

ty Center \o Pepperdine, Calif
“There u 8 halfwsy point,” be coo-
landd. '\vhn scbool oﬁcnh u;

freedom and ln:hhty with safety

and sscunty *
Tightar secunty messures might
not have prevented last week's disse-

ter, agresd Roo Stephena, the safaty
cenler’s cwrent duwcior, but they
could have a detervent effect on the
h de of other wadents of vio-
lence and crune that echool afficaals
across the nation now face deuly
“There are things schools can do
0 make o difference.’ he saud, pot-
wng that his orgsnization bad pub-
habed o lengthy guidebook for
schoo) admunistrators 0 belp them
plan for more secure campuses.

An Emotional lasue

The California Board of Educa-
Goa will publsh & mmilar guide
hnﬂmluch.m\ﬁulohd

ncluding the nght 0 safe school

Henlnmhndllhta-:hooh

Sunce then, Califorrua courts have
stsmpled 1o work out questions
rased by the amendment, such s
achool or dastract babulity 1a the event
dlmldlhcdulyddnnlﬁ-
aals 10 1mpl

y 10 protect stud
mmy vialats avil nghts guar-
aniesd by the US Canstutution
A faderal appellate-court ruling
last August 1o 8 Penruylvana case
may detarm:ne the relevence of that

One lawsuit o p-mlu.nhxch
1a now before the First District
Court of Appeals, 15 olten ci1led by
experts a2 the case that could put
teeth 1n the sals-achools provusion

In the suit, Hosemann v. Oakiand
Unified School Distrnct, Stephan Ho
samann argues that he waa phys-
wally assaulled og hus junsor-hugh-
school campus by & former
schoolmats He clasma that school
officials wers aware of the threat but
{ailed %0 protect hum, depriving hum
of bus consatuional nght 0 s safs
school aovironment.

la May 1986, Superior Court
Judge Richard Bartalini held the
Oskland distnct—and 1ndividual
sdmunistrators—liable for Mr Ho-

Dugan, & ‘s iyuries Ha aleo ruled
thdMnmdhAm that the constitution’s nl'rcr.bodl
ney General pr @ both “mand

School safety bas been s divimve | salf ezacuting,” ldlhuhnduum
and emotional usus among Califor- | “had an affirmative duty 0 o maks
niana for ysars, be noted. schools safe.®

lnlmu;-uuduuwun

’l\l)udcou\hndlhdmnalo

called lh Victims Bill of Rughta,
which provided b the nght 0 safs,
sscure, 8ad peacet) school carnprises.

The amendment stemmed from s
lawsuit filed by Gov George Deuk.
majian, who was then stets sttorney
general, against the Los Angeles
Unufied School Dutnet. The swt ar
gued that public-school etudeats

were Jod te special pr

lop a secunty plan for 1 cam-
puses But the school distnct ap-
puldlhmhn. putung the arder

Mul B Johansan, the atlorney

svery nght in 1ls constitution

The document also provides resi-
dents with the “nght 1o be happy,*
she noted, saywung, “It's not e ques-

4 t, Mr Washburn sad.

In Stoneking v Bradford Area
Sehool Distrct, o panel of the US
Court of Appeals for the Thurd Curcuit
upbeld s lower court ruling in favor of
8 student who bad been molested by
har bugh-echool band director

The court held taat the school dis-
et violated the student’s nght to
“Lberty® under tha 14th Amend-
ment because ite officisla wers
sware that the band director had
been charged with sexual muscon-
duct by another student but failed to
take acuon

The Bradford district has sp-
pealed the rubing to the US Bu-
preme Cowt, ss well ss t> the full
Thard Curcwit Court.

At the same Ume, howaver, the
dustnct has agreed 0 oul-of-court
settlements of more than $70,000
with two othar students who were
molested by the same band durector,
sccording 10 attorneys on the Sion-
shung cans.

How Much Is Enough?
While schools’ legal Labuility for

;v—e'lopana s school-secunty ;Inn "
one “pro-active* move that could in-

Buence legal opinion, Me
Stephons of tha Nutmul School
Selety Center

If «chool afficials laks sieps W0
show that they hava done svery-
thing they can to prevent crnume and

2o

violence, courts may be losth w0 find
them at fault, he argued.

But for Mr. Honug. an uafortu-
nate result of the Hosernann case »
that “soms judgs could decida
what's important for school safety,
and that's not what Judges are
elocted W0 do ”

Last yoar, California‘s Genersl
Asembly adoptled a bull that would
have required each achool distnct to
davelop sad 1mplament a “Safs
Schools Plan ® But Governar Deuk-
mejian vatoed it, aung fiscal re-
strunta.

Mr Hong saud last wesk that be
would have the measure reintro-
duced thuia year He also has pro-
possd 8 new state policy that would
mandate random sudits of school
distnicls by 8 team of specialists
charged wvith making sure the safe-
ty plans were carmied out.

Receat Criticiam

Mr Hong nonetheless has been
cnticused recentlv fw hus lack of
leadership oo sr.aety Leoves

A report re'cased last month by 8
state v2i.odog agency charged Lhat
the sta ¢ supenntendent was more
concernsd about the hability of
school dutrcts than keeping stu-
dents safe

Many achool officials have ques-
tioned the accuracy of the report,
sad Mr Honug last week called 1t o
“oke,” Doung that much of the com-
mussion’s cnuciam had already been
raused oy hus deparimeot.

In 1987, however, the stats chuef
had supported legulsuoa to lumst
the hiability of achool distncts
salety cases.

But the bull languished, and sunce
then, Ms Honig has been more sup-
portve of prevantalive messures sa
dafense agunst Lability, according
to Mr Dugas of the atiorney gener-
al's offics

“Cartamly schaal salety u umpor-
tant.* Mr Honug saud “There are
thungs schools can do, nnllh:ym‘

“But what really gate ms,” ha
saud, s that kids always end up
paying tha pnice for society’s ills.
There are peopls out there who are
thunking about keeping their kuds
\naide al day because we can't clean
up socsaty. And that's just wrong.”




|

...

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

T TV Y
N

H

. »
R
“e

'm:,v . 8
e, WU
ye-

BN, e, e T
; . MR LR E%: BV
‘.mumrmu. OV M o7

H rock Agt, & 14-year-oig * - 3.0 2w

ol -
[

e s
TR R

23 T
A

.

B yo.2d

T T "+ -
AV SRS TR I
¥ Dl

g ‘:;"- ,}‘n &

4

I T L B A kel

14
PR

: dem
e . e PTI
o .. e ST .';-n e
g A et S e betes M
. TN et S

Aty

RERFIFRIARIY I G ¥ S L

wh
N
'
¢

i
i

'E'-?l'fe,

-k

(=]

H

§

b

*

¥

r

a
e

BT ST W AUV \-.

it
!
¥
i
-t

bib e ¥ T e B d s 2Tl students ot for -
"u”““”m“?‘n'ﬁ’i’*" e ?.‘a:-, i""é:;‘.’;' f.ag“!,,«}., ante e o:::o« ':l-'t M.N.
.‘ R :‘« » ‘”‘5‘.”;.'}5};‘ j-)¢ '.'.‘ "t :'; P PR '.l. -3 .r' * Tt
R T AT e ST SIRUIEITE TR R || L et
- OoMen, K. ° Lowistr w, Ment. Faystoville, N.C. Pertiend, Conn. * Conserd, NN Richaend, Va. .
i Tharwridgaitgh - Forguhgh - .~ PineFerestHigh . Portiend Jumer Cencerd High Ona_od;:.‘:ﬂ- .-
, Schest Scheel T High ' Schest . shot 8-
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57-cander Mag- donts Tought e *  ing Uvee students, 8 achoal jenitor weeke eanier, held from 8 aresser;
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Student Shootings on the Rise

Bullets Bring Horror to Schools Throughout U.S.

This school year,
four people have died,
and at least six have
been wounded.

£

school year, four people have died
across the country. and at least six have
beea wounded, all after boys, mostly
young teens, took guns o scbool. in the
past (wo years, the violence (ailies
dead, including 8 suicide, aad 17 wound-
od — seven studants, sevea lsachers, 8
secreiary, a vice-principal and s priaci
pel

old
s classmale, then iold the prin-

ON A Taxas playground, a 14-year
wounded

2%

cipal, “That was the only way [ could get
them off my back, Mr. Brown.” A 12-
year-old ia Virginia was dared o shoot 8
girt os s school bus; amazingly, she sur-
vived a bullet ia her face. A Moatana 14-
year-old killed a teacher. He sald his
faiure io Frenchclam prompled the
shooting.

Everywhere (hat a child points a gun
st another chlid or s teacher, simple
disbellet meets the violence. But what
oace was 8 Rightmare now is true.

“The most commoa response from
Goddard, De Kald, wherever, is ‘It
couldn't happen here.’ Well, it doss. You
get school people togsther o a room and
ask, “Who bas been iavolved in 8 bhand-

@ SHOOTINGS. 8A. Col. 1
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to plan a new integrated school. And teack-
ers and students associated with the
achools often feel a chill frum their less
enlightened cohorts. "My mother isn't very
keen about me Leing here,” 5= Agnew,
the Lagan Co. sge English teac. .r. “Every
time my minister preaches against ecume-
nism she taps me on the shoulder and
says, ‘That's you he's talking about'.” Like-
wise, while Protestant leaders have been
generally supportive, many local church
officials are loath to give up the special
influence they have traditionally wielded
over the scate-run scnools.

Some critics dismiss the school-integra-
tion movement as a mcdext middle-class
effort that's unlikely to reach the hard-core
elements on the front lines of conflict. Kids
in the hate-filled ghettos are the ones who
really need to exncrience an integrated
school, they say, and the least likely to
attend one. In respon.., Lagan headmaster
Terry Flan \gan notes that the 130students
in hisschool'slast entering class came from
60 different primary schools, many of them
in Republican ghettos and loyalist housing
p.ojects. “We'd be failing if we were only
attracting children from nice homes,” he
says. "It's important that we get kids from
those areas where the political and cultur-
al loyalties are the strongest.”

Majer step: Those cultural differences, if
anything, seem to invigorate the schools.
“In other schools, people argue about
things,” says a 15-year-old Lagan student
named Wendy, “but everyone is arguing
from the same point of view. People dcn't
talk toeachother the way wedo.” After this
year's murder of three IRA terrorists in
Gibraltar and the subsequent killing of two
British soldiers at an IRA funeral, Lagan
devoted an entire morning to discussing
tlie violence. The bivv.rness and anger that
welled up in the drab, prefab classrooms
quickly ebbed, and by lunchtime the kids
were bantering on the playground. To this
day the only fight among Lagan students
occurred when a Thatcher supporter
squared off with a Laborite.

No one is suggesting iutegrated educa-
tion is the whole answer to Ulster’s prob-
lems. But everyone agrees it is a major
step. "Each school was created to respond
to loca! needs,” says Alan Smith, chair-
man of the Northern Ireland Council for
Integrated Education. “But we've reached
a critical m <s. Other institutions have to
respond to us—banks, churches, social or-
ganizations. We're cresting a significant
shift in the l.. of Northern Ireland.” Stu-
dents tend to have a slightly less grand
view of what they are doing, but they
clearly feel they are involved in some-
thing important. “With all the troubles,”
says Sarah, a 16-year-old Catholic from
South Belfast, “at least we're trying to
bring the two religions together.”

Gexaitd C LusrNown Belfast
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Pencils, Papers and Guns

Dade County children learn the ABC's of firearms

fer receiving a poor grade last Janu-

ary, a 13-year-old in Seminole, Fla,,

bragged that he would “torture and
kill" his social-studies teacher. When
school security guards heard of the threat
the next morning, they searched the boy
and found a 9-mm pistol, a box of 9-mm
shells and a .22-caliber pistol loaded with
10roundsin hisgymbag. That wasonly the
beginning of a year of menacing gun inci-
dents in Florida schools. In the Miami-
Dade County area alone, officials have re-
corded more than 100 cases of guns being
found on school grounds this year. Educa-
tors are so alarmed that they're trying
some unorthodox measures. Mext January
the Dade County school board will become
the nation's first to offer - mandatory “gun
awareness” program to all of its students—
grades kindergarten to 12. Board supervi-
sor Bill Davis says, “Our message is very
clear and very simple: to let students know
that guns kill.”

For a fee (f $25,000, the community-
based Citizens Crime Watch group will ad-
minister the program. Through lectures,
skits and films, elementary schoolchildren
will be taught to stay away from firearms
for sport or protection and to alert an adult
if they spot a gun where it dcesn't belong.

#F YOU SEE A GUN ANO YOUR PARENT IS NOT THERE

AREA

76 “ALWAYS ~
A3r BESAFE"

OMLY WITH A PARENT SHOULD YOU BE AROUND GUNS

5| DON'T TOUCH

LEAVE THE

TELL AN ADULT

BT .

The curriculum for grades seven to 12 will
deliverthesame messagewithgraphicrein-
forcement: dactors from the University of
Miami's medical center will demonstrate,
with slides and charts and in unflinching
detail, how a bullet can rip through bdy
tissue and sever the spinal cord.

Dade County had considered another
plan. Five months ago the National Rifle
Association pitched its own gun-safety pro-
gram to the school board. Aimed at grades
K-2, the NRA program consists of a poster
and coloring book. "Eddie the Eagle” ex-
horts Dick and Jane to go get their mother
instead of touching a gun theyfind lying on
a table in their home. Dade County educa-
tors quickly rejected the coloring-book ap-
proach. “It sends subliminal messages that
somehow it's normal for a handgun to be on

. table in a home where you have young
children,” says associate superintendent
James Fleming. Undaunted by Dade Coun-
ty's rejection, the NRA still plans to offer
its materials to schools across the country,
free of charge. What's more, for schools
that request it, the NR A will provide a gun-
awareness curriculum for kindergartners
on up that also outlines classroom instruc-
tion on “the safe handling of firearms as
well as specific skills and attitudes ..."
Gun-control advocates are
skeptical of the NRA playing
anyrolein firearmeducationin
the schools. As one puts it' "I
don't trust the NRA enough to
keep their mouthsshut and not
impose their philosophy on
kids.”

A handful of other cities are
considering developing gun-
awareness programs for their
schoo.:, and many psycholo-
gists applaud the new gun edu-
cation as a positive step—as
long as, they say, the programs
stress that firearms are de-
structive. “*We know that kids
are best off with information
and a set of behaviors that
help them conquer or treat
scacy things with respect,” says
Jane Conoley, president of the
American Psychological Asso-
ciation's divison of school psy-
chology In other words, society
may nolonger be able to protect
children’s innocence, but at
least it can instruct them in
life’s dangers.

ConNlE Lasuis
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. A security at Chippewa
"Valley High Schodl in Clinton
Township suffered wminor injuries

W, v . ‘

as

reported in condition Monday
at St. Joseph Hospita) West, where
be was treated for a small chest
wound and a cut on his head.

Bchool officiale said Mead was
injured about 11:30 a.m. while inves-
{ tigating reports of a suspicious car in
! a parking lot near the high school

building .
Clinton Township Police Cpl.
..Frank Woloszyk said two people
were in the car, and two others —
wearing ski masks and Chippewa
* Vallev packets — were standing near
it. Woloszyk said one of the four
, called Mead's name.
- *“Wheo be turned, he was hit in
| the chest with a screwdriver,” Wolo-

e T WIS N,
Mool shot fro

Monday when he was hit in the chest
y & screwdriver fired from & cros-

James Mead, 22: of Pontiac, was

- woodworking shop.

Tt eans- % Kak SyP<mp. -

: S m Crossh
injures school- guard

-azyk said. “It was surp: because
we don't usually have proi:lem at

Chippewa Valley.” .
" TPolice did pot indicate if they had
&ny suspects.

Mead, an employee of All-Safe
Security, has been stationed at Chip-

wa Valley since September.

ead’s wife, Karen, seid her hus-
band saw the crossbow and it resem-
bled the weapons some Chippewa
Valley s.udents mske in the school

Chippewa Valley Principal Don-
ald Weichert said ltude:t‘s] have
made crossbow stocks in iudustrial
arts classes. But Weichert aaid the
‘weapons are not equipped with bow -
strings and are inopersble when they
are taken from school.

Karen Mezd, an X-ray technician
ot St. Joseph Hospital West, said the

.

screwdriver penetrated ebout an inch®

into her husband’s chest, and h:
suffered minor cuts or his head whin
be fell. .
“It didn't puncture his hung or
anything,” she said. “He was lucky.”
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2nd TOT NABBED
WITH WEAPON AT

BRONX SCHOOL

By MARK MOONEY
ond TIMOTHY McDARRAM

A first-grader was found with a
steak knife yesterday at the
same Bronx elementary school
where a kindergarten student !
was caught with a loaded auto-
matic pistol last week, police
said.

And in two separate incidents
at a Manhattan high school, two
15-year-old students were
slashed by intruders and a J6:
year-old student was arrested
for carrying 10 vials of crack.

Board of Education spokesman
Frank Sobrino said the knife,
which had a 4%-inch blade, ‘was
discovered at PS 93 in the same

" way the gun had been — "the *

teacher went over to the chiid
and disarmed him after another !
student saw the weapon.”
Sobrino added:
heard of. Two weapons incidents

like this in such a short period in

an element&rj« school is extraor-

_ dinary.”

The incident unfolded at »:15
a.m. in an art class at the schoot
on Story Avenue in the Clasons
Point section. .

The 6-year-old boy was: ot
identified, nor was the teacher.

The boy's mothar came and

“This i us-.

took him home, where he will
stay on suspension for a maxi-
mum of five school days.

On Jan. 4, Melvin Carruthers
was caught with a loaded
.25-caliber pistol in the school's
i cafeteria. He was back in achaal
| yesterday.

!~ At Mabel Dean Bacon HS on

Second Avenue and 15th Street,
' the crime wave began about 1

p.m. when a 16-year-old student
" was arrested for carrying 10

_<wvials of crack, police said.

- The student was identified by
school sources as Enrique Mon-
teverde.

Then, at 3 p.m., six intruders
pushed their way mrough the
front door looking for a 1% year-
_old student, and found hlm

: The unidentified victim was
: slashed in the head. When three
‘other students came to his res-
‘cue, they also were cut, police
said.

-The victim and another 13-

_year-old were taken to Beth Is-
rael Hospital, while two others
were treated at the scene and
released.

One of the intruders, Ernest
Ballestero, 16, of 701 Willoughby
St., Brooklyn, was captured car-
rying a knife, police said. The
other five escaped.

D
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1 st-grader brings loaded
oy’ pistol to classroom

rtindale
go!!'smsi::ﬂvveitern ' ) ‘ﬂ

L, stroit first-grader brought a loaded, semi-auto-
.mat. .aachine pistol to schocl Tuesday.

He thought 1t was a toy. )

The m“&er found out it was a 9mm Mac-10 wivh 26
live shells ia the magazine after he asked her to help
him find his lost “toy gun.”

The teacher told polige the 6-year-old boy brought
the Mac-10 to class at Biddle Elementary School, 4601
Seebalt, on the city's west side.

Police would not identify the boy or the teacher.

Tuesday morning, the boy either misplaced or lost
the weapon. *He was asking, Where is my toy?” said
police Insp. Fred Williams.

The boy described his “toy
she searched the rcom until
Williams said.

The weapon was turned over to police.

Please see TLy/TA

* to his teacher and
e found it on a shelf,

A s &~ o8 twd T
gt h! T "
M at .

PR

ne Detrost News

DUANE E BELANGERT!

A Mac-10 automatic pistol similar 1o the one shown was brought to class

Toy

I st-grader brings
loaded Yoy’ gun
inside classroom

From page 1A

Wilhams said police are trying to
determine where the weapon came
from and how the boy got it.

“We are working on it right now.,”
Williams said. “Someone will be
charged in this. You can bet on that.”

Lightweight, compact. easy to
conceal and modify to illegal fully-

Ju

automatic weapons, the Mac-10 and
other similar guns have been favor-
ites of some drug rings, police said. In
1984, police said they were used in 10
Metro Detroit killings.

Three years ago, Kelly Critten-
don, 13, was fatally shot as she was
sitting at her desk in the
eighth-grade classroom at Precious
Blood School in Northwest Detroit.
She was shot in the head when a
handgun a classmate had brought to
school accidentally discharged.

And. 50 far this year, eight youths
aged 17 and younger have been killed
by gunfire in Detroit. Another 112
youths have been wounded in city
shootings.

News Staft Wnter Jim Tittaworth
contributed to this report.
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Gunshots echo

8l Dec. 15, 1987: Sheenan
Anthony, 16, is shot in the
hand in an electrical shop
class in{William Grady Vo-
cational-Technical High
School in Brighton Beach,

. The gunman is a

15-year-old boy showing off
his pistol.

8 Dec. 28: A 15-year-old student is
shot in the leg during a typing class
at Murry Bergtraum High School in
fower Manhattan. Paul Pullar, 16, of
the Bronx, a student at the school, is
arrested on assault and weapon
charges.

8 Jan. 14: Owen Miller, 14, is shot
in the face as he leaves Intermediate
School 320 in BRrooklyn’s Crown
Heights section when he is caught in
a crossfire between two warring

ARMED STUDENTS '

3 Number of weapons possession reports at ten junior high and ten high l
schools for the last three years. Number in parentheses shows rank each [ ¢
year. Figures do not atiow for differences in schoo! populations. 3
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groups of older boys.

On the same day, Kirk Liwin, 18, is
shot in the leg with a .38-caliber pis-
tol during s gunfight between two
groups of bey: outside Springfield
Gardens High Schoo! in Queens.

[ Feb. 4: Joanne Walters, 13, an
eighth-grader at Intermediate
School 292 in Brookiyn's East New
York section, suffers a graze wound
of the head after a 13-year-old class-
mate pulls a .38-caliber pistol from
his knapsack and twirls it on his fin-
f:lrl. causing it to discharge acciden-

y.

B Feb. 8: Santos Almondovar, 16,
shoots himself in the leg during a
ninth-grade science class in Junior
High School 45 in East Harlem. Al-
mondovar says he was checking out
the 25-caliber pistol a 16-year-old
friend brought to school.

B Feb. 10: A 13-year-old eighth-
grade boy is arrested when he is
caught carrying a fully loaded
sawed-off shotgun in gym class in In-
termediate School 74 in the Bronx.

More than ever before, the shock-
ing sound of gunfire has been heard
in New York City's public schools
this winter, as increasing numbers
of kids—younger and younger kids—
are packing pistols in school.

Worried school officials eonfirm
the deadly trend. Not only has there
been an increase in the number of
guns seized in recent weeks, the offi-
cials say, but the new weapons are
more powerful and sophisticated
than in the past.

Not just zipguns

“Not only are kids carrying more
guns, but there are increasing in-
stances of the guns being fired,” said
Ed Muir, the security expert for the
United Federation of Teachers. “I
mean, {t’s one thing for a kid to walk
around with a pistol as s sort of male
totem. But it's another thing to use
Rhat gun to shoot holes in people.”

“And it's not zipguns and Saturday
night specials any more—we recent-
ly picked up a 357 magnum,” says




e Iruahalml, director of the
oard of Education’a Offige of
School Safety.
Ing 8 Sinificant ineresse of weap
a an (weap-
ons ceses in junior highs. § dont
know why, but I'll tell yok one
thing—the accessibility of guns is ju-
alor highs is alarming. We've got a
resl problem here.”

Many school officials say they are
worried. So far, they say, the pumber
of incidents involving guaa in
schoo!« is relatively sraall. But guns
are depressingly common da the
streets, and what exists op the
streets eventually finds its into
the schools.

Officials also say many of thy most
dramatic incidents involving guns
and other weapons are {00 reqent to
show up in the latest statistital ta-
bles, which eover the school year
that ended last June.

The Board of Education
&un possession eases in an i
ealegory of “weapons” found in the
schools.

The vaat majority of weapons
cases involve knives and razor-iype
instruments, but officials believe
statistics for the current year will
show a rise in the percentage of gun
cases.

They also say they ean't now pre-
dict whether there will be an in-
crease in the overall pumber of
weapons cases.

If there is an increase in weapons
cases, it would reverse a trend-—
there has been a steady decrease in
the number of weapons cases since
1861; last year, there was an insig-
nificant increase —from 1,487 in 19680
to 1,485 in 1987.

If Irushalmi is upset about the po-
tential danger of guns in schools,
most principals are bothered more
by the publicity generated by recent
gun cases.

“This is a peacelul, guiet school,”

protested Dr. Robert Schain,
rincipal of Brookiyn's
Wingate High Schoo),
which tumed up in one re-
cent story about guns in
schools. “When 1 took over 18
years ago, this was one of the
worst schools in the country.
Now it's one of the best A
few kids might carry knives,
and I think last term we
caught one kid with a gun
But when they're caught,
they're suspended immedi-
ately.”

Despite Schain’s optimistic
view, Wingate has been on
the top-10 list in the overall
weapon possession category

. for the 1ast three years.

There are no clear answers
1o questions of how the
school system can rid itseif of
guns and other weapons.

Irushalmi says there will
be more guards in the schools

pext year. At present, about
half of the city's elementary
schools have one uniformed
guard each, each junior high
has at Jeast two and bigh
schools have from five to 15
guards each. He aays be
bopes that next year, each el-
ementary school will have a
guard.

No easy task

But #t will iake more than
gnards to solve the problem —
a bgs% more guards will
mean that more guns are
l’ound..l'he best way to solve
the probiem, the experts say,
would be to stop kids from
bringing-the guns into
schools in the first place, and
40 banish repeat offenders.
That is easier said than done.

“There’s really yery little
Jou can do to keep weapons
c:t. but if you do find a kid

th a weapon, you proceed
fwith the chanceilor’s regula-

ns,” said Everett Kerner,

incipal of Samuel Tilden
High School in Brooklyn's
East Flatbush section, which
has led the list of high
schools for the last three
years in the category of weap-
ons possession cases.

“If the weapon is & gun,
then it means a superinten-
dent’s suspension, and the
police are notified.

“Honestly, 1 thirk we have
enough security in the build-
ing,” Kerner said. “But even
security isn't the answer to
the problem. The answer is
putside the school, in society,
and what bappens outside in
Society ... I cannot answer
for that”

Irushalmi agrees. “I look at
this question, and I just don't
believe we can sojve this is-
sue in schools and let it stand
in the rest of society. If we're
ever going to solve this, it's
_'}oing to take some major ef-

forts on the parts of many,
many people.”




School

finds
weapon

By PATRICE O’'SHAUGHNESSY
BOB KAPPSTATTER
Nove Suft Wiees

A Roosevelt Ialand teen-
ger was nabbed inside &
wer East Side junior high
yesterday toting an

Ezi aubmachine gun loaded

th hollow-point bullets, po-
e said.

.Alan Alston, 18, of Main St
d the $-mm. machine pisto!
a red canvas gym bag, ac-
rding to Officer William
tting He said the gun had
magazine containing 28
unds of copper-jacketed,
Bollow-point bullets,~which
pand into jagged shards on
pact
Alston was collared after
dents at JHS 25, a\ 145
nton St., told a guard they
w the teen flashing the gun,
lice said. When Alston was
pproached by a guard and
ked what he had in the gym
ag. he bolted. The guard
ught him and called police.

Alston ia a student at Park
‘West High School on W. 30th
B¢, which last year drew at-

ntion with stories of stu-

ents casually carrying
nives and guns into the
pchool..

A Board of Education
ppokesman said Alston was
#pplying for a transfer to

wer East Side Prep, an al-
rative school for older stu-
denta with academic prob-
Bems or who have dropped
out and want to resume their
studies. It is housed in the
WHS 25 building. The bos=d
t%:kennan dia not kuow
t grade Alston was in.
it i
possession of a y
pon, also added a bur-
ary charge, saying he had
tered the building using
“‘C';“n to see the guidance
ER] Celor as a subterfuge.

IToxt Provided by ERI

EAVY METAL: Alan Alston was arrested in East Side sc
cer David Gnee holds gun.

©

NEW YORK, NY
DAILY NEWS
D 1.270,926-S 1,597.802
NEW YORK CITY METROPOLITAN AREA

APR 14 1988

Teen & Uzi nabbed

ool yesterday with loadeo Uz submachine gun.
CARMAE GONOFIIO DALY NEWS
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S THE NUMBER
A of guns appears to
be rising in city
schools, officials
report another dangerous
phenomenon: Parents are
telling their kids to go to
school armed for self-pro-
oy
“A lot of parents in
district are telling th$
children to carry weapons,”
says Levander Lilly, super-
intendent of Brooklyn's Dis-
trict 19. “They give their
children weapons to protect
themselves when they leave
the tenements.”
Last year the..Board .of
Education cpumhd-d.m -

cidents in which weapons
were found in the school
system. The vast majority of
the weapons ‘were knives,
razor blades, box cutters,
utiiity knives and other
sharp instruments, .

1t is those kinds of weap-
ons that, officials say, kids
are carrying to protect
themselves or because their
parents believe they need
protection.

Lilly says the most con-
mon weapon carried by
young children is & boy
scout knife. ically, he
says, parents byy the knives
for camping trips but wind
up telling children to take
them along when they leave

home.

“Symerimes we shhck

ingly hear of parental ap-
proval of weapons,” says
Board of Education security
director Bruce Irushalmi.
“But if a parent is condci-
ing this what are they say-
‘wn

Which schools report the
most weapons cases”?

Statistics show that inci-
dents involving weapons
are most heavily concen-

g'ﬂted in rough neighbor.

HE NUMBERS in-
. I l dicate that the 10
junior highs and
10 high schools re-

porting the most incidents
last year accounted for 275

Vs STLVENIS Pag» 20

STUDENTS rrom pace s

weapons cases, 30% of all the
cases citywide, although they
are only 7% of schools at
those levels.

Statistics also show that
while the number of inci-
dents citywide has remained
stable over the last few years
most schools on the top 10
lists have experienced sharp
fncreases—particularly
among junior highs. .

Last year those schools re-
ported 178 incidents. Two
years ago it was 107.

Many public school kids be-
lieve there is a real need for
protection, at least on the

street.

For the last three years In-
termediate School 391 in
Brooklyn's Crown Heights
has reported the highest
number of weapons cases
among junior, highs.

There were 24 incideants
last year and this year there
have been 26 cases.

Pugpiis at the school on East
New York Ave. say kids carry
kuives, ¢huka sticks, razor
blades and imitation pistols,
to feel protected from high
achool students and from
.each other as they walk to

arely, the students ray,
are the weapons used.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI

“Most of the time, it's to
show off.” said Mike, 13. “If
somebody's real mad, they
might threaten somebody
outside the school.”

“They carry it because of
their jewelry,” said Devon,
14. “They wear bigthains, big
rings. They think people are
going to take it."

“Therc are a lot of big kids
in this school that are bul-
lies,'’ said Toya, 14. "If
there's a fight, sometimes the
Jittle kids bring it to show.”

Whether their fears are
justified, said Principal
Maishe Levitan, “the young-
sters don't feel safe at dis-
missal time,” adding that the
school has plenty of security
officers and has sealed off
many exits.

Ken Campbell, president of
the Parents Ascocistion at IS
391, expressed shock when
he learned of the number of
weapons possession cases at
the sckooil. Campbell does
not believe school officials
discourage students strongly
enough from carrying weap-
ons. .

“They are not tough enough
with these students,” Camp-

bell says. *‘Punisk them...
ﬁm them . scTub- the gym
oor.”

this big . ..ahalia Jackson Junior High

t says.io oescribing a knife a olsssmate broughtt to the Broaléwn.

I ALY R R R R R R AP

IBONICA ALMIEIDA DALY NEWS



By Emily Sachar

The number of weapons confiscated
in the city’s schools this year has in-
cremsed at Jeast 10 percent, and a rank-
ing achool official yesterday blamed
drugn, particularly crack, for the in-

Bruce Irushalmi, director of the
Board of Education’s Office of School
Safety, also said he is ‘‘increasingly
worried” by the lethal types of weapons
earried by students — everything from
brass knuckles to sharp-edged, metal,
martial arta throwing stars, and more
than a dozen types of guns, including
357 magnum revolvers and so-called

pin guns that shoot .22-cal. bullets and
thlt can be easily concealed in the palm
d‘;a hand. All of the weapons can kill,
Irushalmi said,
_ In addition, the number of students
by guns has this
ool year, with more than 10 inci-
dents recorded in the last six months
alone. i

Jrushalmi the use an
sion of weapone 1n the city schools has
become s0 severe a problem that Chan-
cellor Richard Green " corsidering in-
stalling metal detector. in several of
the most dangerous city schools. Dur-
ing this school year, Irushalmi esti-
mates, st Jeast 1,650 weapons will be

- poaunb
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chools Seize More Weapons;
Officials Blame “Drug Te

confiscatzd by school safety officers.
During the 1986-87 school year, 1,485
weapons were taken from students.

The weapons iasue has intensified in
recent months with the reports of sev-
eral dramatic incidents involving guns

AR 41 T
2 v
é ‘5“""*
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1D #chools.
School ofﬁcmln attribute the in-

oe of weapons to drugl
und the cra . “We know it's
hinked to drugs . . we know narcotics
and drugs are coming awfully close to

the schoo! yard,”’ Irushalmi said,
Green ‘'sees metal detectors as an ab-

solute last resort, but still a resort he’s

considering,” Irushalmi said yesterday

GUNS on Page 23
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Schools:

GUNS from Page 3

&t a City Council education committee
hearing on weapons in the schools. He
eaid that the detectors’ cost, the diffi-
caulty in using them and constitutional
questions concern the chancellor.

Irushalmi said that Green would pre-

fer to solve the weapons problem by im-
proving training for the school system's
2,050 unarmed safety officers and by
improving student and parent educa-
tion programs.
But, Herbert E. Berman (D-Brook-
bm), head of the wouncil's education
committee, termed those solutions
“platitudes. I'm sick of hearing that
more training and more education will
do the trick.”

A pilot project testing metal detec-
tors and costing roughly $100,000 could
begin as early as September, Irushalmi
said, but added he is skeptical that met-
al detectors are feasible. One of the
board's main concerns, Irushalmi said,
ia that the searches deprive stu-
dents of constitutional liberties. ““We
atill need more legal advice on this top-
ic,” Irushalmi said.

However, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in 1985 that teachers and admin-
istrstors do not need "probable cause"
to inspect studenty’ book begs or

r:u. And, hu.ineel:”:, schools in New

ork state have governed by a
Court of Appeals decision saying thet
::ol officials have bl;d authority to

uct searches aimed st pressrving
the safety of all students.

P~y
3%

Blame Drugs for Weapons

Irushalmi said he also is conexrned
with the logistical problems of passing
students through one or two metal de-
tectors in the 15.minute period be-
tween a building's opening (o students
and the start of classes. The average
city high school has 3,000 students, and
the typical junior high has 1,000 etu-
dents. Finances are also a concern, with

nf

$5,000 each.
Irushalmi said s philosophical issue
also is raised by the "siege-like” snvi-
ronment creatad in a school when met-

al detectors are imposed. *'l don't know"

thet a child’s first juncture st the
schoolhouse door should be s metal de-
i=actor,”’ Jrushalmi said. ““It doesn't cre-
ate » good image."’

Berma.:: retorted: ’Neither do school
crime statistics.”

The Board of Education classifies as
weapons some items, such as pocket
knives, that are not considered weap-

ons by the Police Department. Stu-

srrested, suspended or warned, de-
pending on the offense and the judg
ment of the school principal.

In March, 17-year-old Edwasd North

was shot in the back with s .38-cal.
hendgun st Prospect Heights High
School in Brooklyn. The shooting fol
lowed a verbal standoff with another
student the day before; when the stu-
dents returned to school, both carried
weapons, police said. And in Feb; A
& 13-year-old student ot IS 202 in
Brooklyn was shot in the head after an.
other student’s revolver accidentally

A panel of school principals sttend-
ing yestciday's hearing as witnesses on
the weapons problem reacted skeptical-
ly to the imposition of metal detectors.

35
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‘State schools
clamp down"

By LESLEY COLLINS
Tribuae Staff Writer

The-crack of gunfire that rang
across Pinellas Park High School
Feb. 11 has reverberated around
the state, stirring schoul officials to
clamp down on students who bring
guns on their campuses.

That fatal shooting of a Pinellas
Park High assistant principal, along
with increasing numbers of weap-
ons found in their schools, has
spurred school offictals in the Tam-
pa Bay area and elsewhere to re-
view their policies on weapons and
to impose tougher sanctions on vio-
lators.

School officials’in some counties
have decided to begin imposing ex-
treme punishments, including expul-

" slon, for comparatively mild gun vi-

olations or for students who carry
realistic toy guns.

Some school faculties are con-
ductlng public relations campaigns
to warn students ahout the tougher
penalties, and they're planning to
rely on police for enforcement of
weapons rules.

In at least one school system,
Duval County, school administrators
have instituted random metal detec-
tor searches of students in an at-
tempt to stem a rising tide of guns
on campus.

“We have more guns than we
have people in America, and there's
no sign of it slowing down,” sald
William Alexander, direct..r of stu-
dent services for Pasco County
schools. **We are experieacing a
moment in time that no other soci-
ety or culture has experienced. It's
a new game, and we intend to deal
with it differently than we have in
the past.”

No school official in the state is
more aware of that societal upheav-
al than Pinellas County School Su-
perintendent Scott Rose, who is
drafting the final critique of Pinel-
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Duval calls'
detectors
successful

By LESLEY COLLINS .-',;,
Tribune Staff Writer . _, .

JACKSONVILLE — On the
morning of March 2, four po- "
lice officers corraled a group
of 75 high school students as
they headed to classes at ‘the ’
John E. Ford Career Center in -
downtown Jacksonville.

The officers formed the
students into two lines, furned’
on battery-powered mefal de-
tectors and started scanning
the teen-agers one by one.

Before the officers |
reached them, two students .,
pulled loaded handguns }rom
their clothing and dropped K
them on the ground. .-

That was the first rlndom k
metal detector search ever in
a Florida public school. Be-
fore it took place, Duval
County schooi officials had
been confiscating aandguns
on their campuses at an aver-
age of two a week, according
to the school system’s cN:l ,pf
security.

Since that search, Q-x.

--ov

See GROUP, hp)l; J

o: e "

1as school administrators’ response
to the shooting. The tragedy marked
the first gun battle ever ln 8 Pinel-
las public school.
On Feb. 11, ls-year-old lfesh
man Jason Harless fired seVeral
See SEARCHES, Page 48
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Searches part of
gun crackdown

@ From Page 1B

shots across the school's crowded lunchroom,
wounding three faculty members and sending
bundreds of students diving behind tables. Assis-
taat- Principal Richard W. Allen, bit in the head,
-died six days later.

Rese’s critique will address suggestions by
parents, police and school officials about how Pi-
nellas County can ensure that no such incldent
ever happens again.

The suggestions include those being consid-
éred by other school systems: metal-detector
searches; letting police Investigate and confront
students suspected of having weapons; and im-
posing suspensions of up to 10 days, and possibly
expulsions, for students caught with toy guns.

Pinellas school officials have confiscated 10
guns in eight separate incidents in schools so far
this school year, compared with four incidents in
all of last year, school officials said.

Meanwhile, school administrators in Mana-
tee, Highlands and other counties are checking
thelr weapons policies for possible loopholes.
The ‘Hitisborough County School Board plans to
do the same at its April 26 workshop meeting.

In Highlands County, a recent surge in school
violence and concealed handguns spurred offi-
cials there to assign 16 sheriff's deputies to patrol
its three high school campuses. After a week of
sttict hall monitoring, the number of deputies
was pared to four March 21.

And Highlands and Pasco cour.ties’ school dis-
tricts both are beginning to mete out severe pun-
shniems fcr students  caught wita any kind of
gun, regardiess of the circumstances. On Tues-
day, oae student In each of those districts suf-
fered-the consequences of those new, tougher
directives.

A Ridgewood High School senior In New Port
Richey and an 18-year-old Lake Placld High
School student In Highlands were suspended and
face possibie expulsion for having guns stowed Ia
their pickup trucks while on school property.
Neithet student threatened anyone with the fire-
arms or apparently intended to do so.

The Ridgewood student had a pellet rifie dis-
playéd In the back window of his truck, while the
Lake Placid student had been target practicing
earlier in the day with & 12-gauge shotgun before
driving to school.

Pasco school officials said they historically
have avolded expulsion as a disciplinary mea-
sure in non-violent weapons violations. But no
more.

“We don't care if the gun is loaded, unloaded,
brokena or functional,” Alexander sald. “We don't
care if it's a squirt gun. If it closely resembles a

I
real gun, then you're gxo;g to bk dealt with ex-
tremely and possibly ¢ ed.”

Alexander said his district's wespons czack-
down was precipitated by e Pirpllas Park High
shooting. But the process accelérated Mrrch 5
after Hudson High School efficia found s load-
ed .357-caliber Magnum hasdgun (n a 15-year-old
honor student’s purse.

Pasco principals were mptified of the tighter
disciplinary measures two aveeks ago, bhe sald.
Meanwhile, the school boary attomey is review-
ing a proposed policy that would ®equire school
officials to defer to police 1u cashs of gindents
suspected of possessing firegrms.

In Polk County, school allminigrators tol% a
similarly tough stand earlier this yéar because ¢f
a sharp increase in numbers of students bringing
guns to school.

In the first seven months of the 1087-3%
school year, Polk school officials counted aboui
13 student firearm violations — compared wiii
one during all of last year.

Those statistics prompted them to take one of
the most stringent disciplinary stands ia the

ate: Students found carvying guns are recom-
~iended for expulsion for «he remainder of the
current school year and all of the following
school year. Unlike most districts, expelled stu-
dents in Polk are not allowed to enter alteraative
programs such as evening adult classes.

Polk administrators make sure the csnty’s




62,000 students know what's at stake n they de-
cide to violate those rules. _

“We have ancouncements on the schpol (pub-
lic address) systems two times & week telling
them that anyone caught with any type of wehp-
on is facing expulsion,” said Biil Duncgn, execy-
tive assistant to the superintendent for Poik
County schools. “If they defy that, tijey're just
asking for it.”

The Paim Beach County School District,
about the same sir- as the Pinellas system, touts
the success of its 4-year-old program of conduct-
Ing rar dom searches of student lockers and park-
1ng lots with dogs. School officlals use six Labra-
dor retrievers to sniff for narcotics, ajcohol and
weapons — by detecting the gunpowger in bul-
lets. )

Martha Jones, operations coordinafor for the
school district’s security department, sajd the
dogs hit each of the county's 13 high schodl cam-
puses at least once a week.

Stili, the district's campus police hapdled 77
weapons cases last year and 64 weapony cases so
far this year, Jones said. This year's figures in-
clude seven confiscated firearms — a yifle, a BB
gun and five handguns.

Other weapons seized in Palm Beach County
schools over the past two years havé included
tabie kr'-es, a dart gun and a blackjatk — piec-
es of leatherenclosed metal with straps for a
handie.

“We had one student who brought a meat
cleaver to elementary schooi” with the intent of
intimidating a classmate, she said.

Many school officials statewide link the In-
crease in guns at school to Florida's neéw gun law,
which went into effect Oci. 2, That lav. repiaced
& host of conflicting locai ordinances governing
8uns with a more general state law that makes
firearms moré accessible to the public.

One Orange County school official pointed to
the growing urbanization of many areas ¢! Flori-
da. Others note the Increasing acceptance of
8uns in the home.

“The kids see it on TV,” Martha Jones sald.
“They see it on the street. They see their pe .,
doing it.”

No matter what the reasons, Johnny McKen-
de, director of security for Palm Beach County
schools, said school employees were urged to be-
come more conscious of student behavior and
school rumors in the aftermath o the Pine'las
Park Righ shooting.

“I've cautioned our security personnel to cre-
ate a 2ew awareness among schools,” McKenzie
mid. “Little Johnny out there might have more
than a candied appie in bis pocket.”




pTAEMOND, VIITNIA
IEWS-i,EADER
REWT (47%
" UUFEG'S 1988

School weapons

check urged

By Chuck Epes
Nows Losder staft wiiter

Richmond school officials found 40
guns in school buildings last year.

Sixty knives, razors and box cutters
also were found.

So far this school year, 11 guns have
turned up.

Richmond School Board Chairman
Leroy R. Hassell thinks it’s time to do
something about the problem.

Lust night, be offered his board
colleagues two proposed policy
changes for consideration.

One would require principals to re-
port (o police any student with an
fllegal weapon at school. School em-
ployees also would be required to as-
sist in the prosecution of weapons
cases.

Hassell's cther proposal would re-
quire two surprise locker searches
every semester.

Board me.nbers said today they
share Hassell's concerns but aren't
sure how 2ffective his suggested poli-
¢y changes will be.

Vice irman Meda S Lane
called 3he proposals a “starting
point” for discussion.

K. Clark said school officials

are notifying police and
seprching lockers and added that
making them formal policies may be
“a moot point.”

In an interview after last night's
board maz2ting, Rassell said, “1 am
disturbed about the number of weap-
ons that are brought into our schools.
I am very, very disturbed and feel a
sense of frustration in our seeming
inability to reduce the problem.”

Hassell called the r:mber of weap-
ous incidents an a, proximate be-
cause be had obtainec. ‘iiem from nu-
wmerous administrative reports to the
board.

The beard’s policy committee, on
which Hassell sits, will review the
proposals and possibly expand them,
the board chairman said. He eves is
willing to discuss installing metal de-
tectors at schools, be said.

Siudent conduct rules now require
an sutomatic recommendation for
expulsion for any student with a gun

ERIC
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In addition, ev administrative
practice calls foc principals to notify
police when weapons are found in
schools, said School Superintendent
Lois Harriscn-Jones. The
bnbeenhpheedneelm.ﬁeuld,l

and Hassell's proposals only would

formalize It into policy.

But Hassell said be has received
calls from teachers and Richmond
Education Association officials com-
plaining that some principals are not
reporting weapons incidents to police
or are unwilling to participate in the
prosecution process.

" Asked why, Hassell said, “My guess
is they don't want to give their
schools a bad name.”

Dr. Harrison-Jones said that if
principals are pot notifying police,

she is unaware of it.
L

; Hassell said he has “agoiized” for
two years about whether to discuss
the issue publicly, but for him the
dangers outweigh concerns over
school image.

“We have a prohlem, and we must
dea! with it.” he said. “I can't worry
about the public image ... I'm more
ooncerncd that we have a safe envi-
ronment in our schools. ... At some
point ... you have to stand up an bite
the hullet and do what you believe is
best.”

Hassell said be has discussed the
matter with Commonwealth’s Attor-

pey Auhrey M. Davis Jr. and City
Manager Robert C. Bobb, and both
agree the school board needs to take
“more aggressive action.” Hassell
added he thinks teachers and citizens
will applaud the effort.

Like other b ard members, Melvin
D.Law said b supports the thrust of
Hassell's conerns However, he em-
phasized that school administrators
alrcady involve police in weapons in-
cidents and search lockers.

“That procedure, to my knowledge,

O 8ee Weapons, Page 18
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has been followed. To the extent that
a policy change will reaffirm” those
practices, Law said he could support
the changes.

Still, be said it is important to keep
the problem of weapons in perspec-
tive and added, “99 percent of our
boys and girls come to school and
behave as expected.”

In other action last night, the board
voted to hire Peat, Marwick, Main &
Co. to conduct a review of the size of
the school administration.

The $67,500 study will look at the
number of administrators, the jobs
they do, the people in those jobs, and
whether there is duplication of ef-
forts.

The need for the consultant’s study
stems from criticism that the city
school administration is too large,
Hassell said.

He said he has been questioned fre-
quently hy city residents, members of
City Council and the city's General
Assemhly delegation about the num-
ber of school administrators and add-
ed that an independent study should
“put this issue to rest.”

The study will include top adminis-
trators down to the level of building
principal. Based on the consultant's
report, “the board will take appropri-
ate action,” Hassell said.

Dr. Harrison-Jones Las denied any
suggestion that the schools have too
many administrators, although she
has conceded Richmond schools may
have more than surrounding school
systems

That's because city schools offer
more and larger programs for spe-

-needs children than other local-
ities, ahe has said. More programs
require more administrators, she had
added.

Hassell said be has his own ques-
tions about the size of Dr. Harrison-
Jones' administrative staff but ad-
mitted he is “po expert and that rea-
sonable people will differ.”

However, he pointed out that the
REA bhas endorsed the need for a
management study.

' Law was the oaly board member
who opposed the study move. He said
afterward be could not support hiring

Peat, Marwick, Main & Co. because
Sour other consultants had submitted
Jower bids for the work
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There haw deen numerous »-
ported \ncrdents 1n recent yrars of
Agh  ochesl students cerrpng
Luns. hnrves and sther weapons in
schosl. What are the reasons mme
students fel the need jo bning
wespons inte the school enmron-
ment? What should be the penelly
f they are conght?

There are many reasons why
some students may feel they need
to bong weapons to schonl. One
of the reasons 1 to impress their
nends and other students . 1o
show that they have a lot of mon-
ey, The second reason 13 10 show
thev know people i “high places,”
such as drug deslers. The thud
reason s 10 get everyone's atten-
tion  'o sy, “f you meas with
me. you'll be shot.” The fourth
resson s 10 show people that they
are drug dealers And these are
just four of the reasons why stu-
dents bng weapons (0 school

LESTER SMITH
High I aat

Some people carry weapons on
schoul property so that they wil
gve the impresason that they are
bad, or make people think that
they are drug dealers, hustiers.
Some people think that being
known as a hustler s cool

On the other hand, some may
carry weapons to feel secure or to
feel protected They might feel
superior to everyone if they are
carrying a gun of a knfe They
mught have gotten w a fight and
been threatened with, “wait until
school tomorrow.” They bnng a
Jun or 8 knde 30 they will be pro-
tected

No matter what the reason for
having 8 weapon, f one 1s found. t
should be confiscated. Then the
poncipal should have a meeting
with the studest and, depending
on the cwcumstances, should
meet with the parents

CHRISTINE MONDI
Priesdly

Students Speak Out:

to blame Reality 15 bemng mugged
wn a school parksng Joc or umped
o a corndor Maybe | haven't
been exposed to this, but | know
fnends who have

As for a penalty, | don't know.
As for regulations. | don’t know |
think the school adminstrators
should decde that The bottom
hne 13 that no one has respect for
our cnminal pustice system Per-
haps a better deterent would be a
change n the attitudes of stu-
dents.

Maybe I'm 8 cync, but I'm 8
realist

imum of two warmngs snd, of
caught » thurd time, the student
should be expelied.
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problems with lus or her peers,
then maybe that person should
transfer to another school

The penalty for being caught
carrying a weapon should be a
stnct one A student with the in-
tention of harming, or actually
harming. another student should
be removed from the school and
placed where he or she may not
get n as much trouble. If they

ybe
peolessional help Harmuing anoth-
er student with a weapon is a se-
nous matter snd should be han:
died very strictly.
CHRIS STONE
Prederick Douglase

In oy opinion, students have
been carryng gune Liocsuse of
mcreased drug traffic More and
more, students fee! safer around
drugs and the drug pushers il they
:::n-mdnmmu

Another reason could be the
racial [actor. Many umes, gangs
of one race may pmp a person of
another race, So, students feel a
weapon 13 sn “equaliser.”

H a student 18 caught with &
fethal weapon, the peaalty should
be depending on the arcum-

1f the ¢ es ore
sunor, the officuls should confis-
cate the weapon and gpive a small
suspension. On the other hand, ¥
the weapon = being used u »
thresterung manner, the charge
should be put n the hands of the

police.
KRISTA KLINGER
Parkdale

Students, and teen-agers as »
whole, feel the need 10 have some
sort of status among their peers.
Many teen-agers want to come
I8 &5 having popalarity, some
supenonty 10 others, by the
clothes they wear, thew flamboy-
ant jeweiry and the cars they
drive. Teen-agers are [aced with
the drug diemma, which seems to
be the reason so many young Lives
have been taken by the wee of
guns. The homicide rate has in-
creased, rather than decreased. i
8 year's iume.

The carrywg of any form of
:upon nto a place of edurtion
which occur 1 another setting n
“Se achoot 1s very wrong The am-
mumiton carmied by teencagers
har greater power than that car
ved by sn average police olficer.

Some teens have 3 nusconcep-
tion of nolence Lotten from mav-
ies and televison—thinking it's
oksy to carry weapons, that #
gives them character. Those who
carry weapons should be expe’led.
Let the proper suthonties decide
on further penalties.

YOLANDA ANDERSON
Coatral

1 feel thas students bring weap-
ons to school because they feel

ERI
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Why do sonte students bring“—1

weapons to school?

ther a long-term suspersion of an
e

MIKE BURDETTE
Lavrel

| know many students who car-
ry dangerous weapons to school
for many different reasons The
most common reason is for pro-
tection ¥ school and on the way
home from school The school
policy 15 to suspend or expel stu-
dents who have a weapon in
school

My feelings are split on the
purishment deserved, because
two yeara ago. { lost a best fnend
who was wallung home when a
boy stabbed her. [ foel the penaity
should be expulsion, but how will
you ever know o they have a
weapon ¥ they are not checked
before they enter the school

building?
DAWN LANR
Bladensburg

To put n bluntly. | think stu-
dents bring weapons 10 school to
save their own hives. They have a
constant fear of being atiacked,
whether for money, for drugs, or
for some other reason They leel
they need to bnng a weapon with
them to achool.

To the ovimder. this mforma-
tion may seem to be blown all out
of proportion, or just a plain he
The truth 13 that there are drugs
in the schools. There are kuds rob-
teng other luds of thewr money and
personal belongngs And these
uds who are commatting these
cnimes also carry such as
knives and handguns and they are
@0t afraxd to use them.

There's no doubt that we have
8 senous problem on our hands |
st hope we can find some way to

solve it.
MICHAERL DIPPEL
Tall Osks

1 don't think there us any need
for weapons w school becsuse
there are securty guards to pro-
tect you if you have say problems
There really shouldn't be sny
fights w high sciiool anyway be-
cause we are all mature and
should not want to fight It makes
you look childish and stupsd Car-
£ying weapons doesn't make you
look any betler or any mo*e ma-
ture; in fact they take you look

omnt
NICOLE DUNNING
Surrattsville

“Speak Out” Topic

For December 185:
Metre 15 schaduled o compicte
construction of 1 long-aworied
Green Line around 1993. @ devel-
opment which wil aiend subwey
serwice anle both northern arvas of
Prince ‘s Counly, mih rops
ol Prince s Plase, Hhatts-




