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Pumposes of the American Alliance
For Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance

The American Alliance is an educational organization, structured for
the purposes of supporting, encouraging, and providing assistance to
member groups and their personnel throughout the nation as they seek
to initiate, develop, and conduct programs in health, leisure, and
movement-related activities for the enrichment of human life,

Alliance objectives include:

1. Professional growth and development—to support, cncourage,
and provide guidance in the development and conduct of programs in
health, leisure, and movement-related activities which are based on the
needs, interests, and inherent capacities of tke individual in today’s
society.

2. Communications-—to facilitate public and professional under-
standing and appreciation of the importance and value of health, leisure,
and movement-related activities as they coniribute toward human well-
being.

3. Research—to encourage and facilitate research which will enrich
the depth and scope of health, leisure, and movement-related activities;
and to disseminate the findings to the profession and other interested
and concerned publics.

4. Standards and guidelines—to further the continuous development
and evaluation of standards within the profession for personnel and
programs in health, leisure, and movement-related activities.

5. Public affairs—to coordinate anJd administer a planned program
of professional, public, and governmental relations that will improve
education in areas of hesith, leisure, and movement-related activities.

6. To conduct other activities as shall be approved by the Board of
Governors and the Alliance Assembly, provided that the Alliance shall
not engage in any activity which would be inconsistent with the status
of an educational and charitable organization as defined in Section 501
(¢) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or any successor provi-
sion thereto, ' none of the said purposes shall at any time be deemed
or construed to be purposes other than the public benefit purposes and
objectives consistent with such educational and charitable status.

5 Bylaws, Article 111
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Foreword

Vivian Acosta
NAGWS President

I tis with great pleasure that I extend greetings to you on behalif of the
NAGWS Board of Directors. To those who contributes many hours
of time and effort in the preparation of the Guide, we extend our sincere
thanks and congratulations on a job well done.

As members of NAGWS, we share an important legacy which bonds
us together. Continuing as part of this legacy is the publication of the
Guides, which contain the most current information for use by players,
coaches, officials teachers, and administrators of girls' and women’s
Sporis programs.

NAGWS bhas always been and continues to be committed to high
quality and equitable sports programs for all. One of the purposes of
NAGWS is to meet the needs of women serving in athletic leadership
roles and to increase their opportunities for representation. We invite
your suggestions and ideas towards achicving these goals. Additionally,
NAGWS welcomes your comments concerning any of its programs.
Service to the membership of NAGWS is of paramount importance.

As we go forward together, let us all keep the motto of NAGWS
uppermost in our thoughts—" Commitied to Quality and Equality.”

VAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE 7




National Association for
Girls & Women in Sport

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport is a2 non-
profit, educational organization designed to serve the needs of partici-
pants, teachers, coaches, leaders, and administrators in sports programs
for girls and women. It is one of seven associations of the American
Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.

Purpose

The purpose of the National Association for Girls and Women in
Sport is to foster the development of sports programs for the enrich-
ment of the life of the participant.

Beliefs

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport believes that:

Sports are an integral part of the culture in which we live.

Sports programs are a part of the total educational experience of the
participant when conducted in educational institutions.

Opportunities for instruction and participation in sports appropriate
to her skill level should e included in the experience of every girl.

Sports skills and sports participation are valuable social and recrea-
tional tools which may be used to enrich the lives of women in our
society.

Competition and cooperation may be demonstrated in all sports pro-
grams, although the type and intensity of the competition and coopera-
tion will vary with the degree or level of skill of the participants.

An understanding of the relationship between competition and coop-
eration and the utilization of both within the accepted framework of
our society is one of the desirable outcomes of sports participation.

Physical activity is important in the maintenance of the general health
of the participant.

Participation in sports contributes to the development of self-confi-
dence and to the establishment of desirable interpersonal relationships.

Functions

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport promotes
() “able sports programs through:

ERIC
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Formulating and publicizing guiding principles and standards for the
administrator, leader, official, and playe:.

Publishing and interpreting rules governing sports for girls and
women. :

Providing the means fcr training, evaluating, and rating officials.

Disseminating information on the conduct of girls’ and women’s
sports.

Stimulating, evaluating, and disseminating research in the field of
girls’ and women’s sports.

Cooperating with allied groups interested in girls’ and women’s sports
in order to formulate policies and rules th . affect the conduct of
women’s sports.

Providing opportunities for the development of leadership among
girls and women for the conduct of their sports programs.

For NAGWS membership informaton, call or write:
The American Alliance for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation, and Dance

1900 Association Drive

Reston, Virginia 22091

(703) 476-3450

O
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Standardsin Sports for Girls
& Women

Standards in sports activities for girls and women should be based
upon the following:

Sports activities for girls and women should be taught, coaclied, and
officiated by qualified women whenever possible.

Programs should provide every girl with a wide variety of activities.

The results of competition should be judged in terms of benefits to
the participants rather than by the winning of championships or the
athletic or commercial advantage to schools or organizations.

Health and Safety Standards for Players

Careful supervision of the health of all players must be provided by:

1. An examination by a qualified physician

2. Written permission by a qualified physician after serious illness
or injury

3. Removal o ‘ayers when they are injured, overfatigued, or show
signs of emotional instability

4. A healthful, safe, and sanitary environment for sports activity

5. Limitation of competition to a geographical area which will per-
mit players to return at reasonable hours; provision for safe
transportation

General Policies

Arrange matches between teams of comparable ability and maturity.

Schedule games and practices so as not to place demands on teams
or players which would jeopardize the educational objectives of the com-
prehensive sports program.

Discourage girls from practicing or playing with more than one team
during a sport season.

Promote social events with all forms of competition.

.
i
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Coaches Academies of the
" National Coaches Council

The National Coaches Academies were formed by the NAGWS to:

(1) provide a channel of direct communication among coaches at all
educational levels

(2) assist in the formulation and dissemination of guiding principles,
standards, and policies for conducting competitive sports programs
for girls and women

(3) keep members informed of current coaching techniques and trends

(4) sponsor clinics and conferences in sports and coaching skills

(5) provide opportunities for members to become appointed represen-
tatives to the National Governing Body of a particular sport, and/or
sports-specific rules committees

(6) promote cooperative efforts with other sports-centered organizations

(7) endorse international exchange programs

(8) provide a united body for positive political action in the realm of
girls’ and women’s athletics.

Academies for 13 sports have been established. (Note the applica-
tion blank for specific listings.) Membership in each Academy is open
to any coach of girls’ or women’s sports or any interested person. An-
nual dues for AAHPERD members are $10.00 per Academy. Non-
AAHPERD members pay $20.00 annualily for membership in one sport
Academy and $5.00 for each additional Academy membership de-
sired—this applies to both AAHPERD members and Non-
AAHPERD members.

Get involyed... Join NOW.

Direct questions to:

Darlene Kluka, Chair Peggy Kellers
National Coaches Council NAGWS Executive
1610 Elizabeth Avenue OR Director

Ruston, LA 71279 1900 Association Dr.

Reston, VA 22091
703/476-3450

4%}
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Coaches Academies of the Affiliated National Coaches Council

National Assccation for Girls & Women in Sport: AAHPERD
1906 Association Dr., Reston. VA 22091

NAME

tast first mitial FOR OFFICE USE.

DT. AMT:
ADDRESS CK: —
Street

cty state ztp
AAHPERD MEMBERS Membership number as it appears on vour journal label:
Teaching/Coaching level (please check): College Jr. College ____. High School

Jo High_____ . El~._entary __ Other

Please check the ac. demies you wish to join:* O Badminton O Basketball [ Bowling
O Fencis O Field Hockey O Gymnastics 3 Soccer O Softball O Swimming
O Team hundball O Tennis O Track/Field O Vol.eyball

1 am willing to serve on an Academy committee: [

*AAHPERD members. $10.00 {or one Academy and $5.00 for each additional Academy. Non-
AAHPERD members $20.00 for one Academy and $5.00 each additional Academy.

§
|
:
|
-

Please send AAHPER L membership information®

Hie 1S

yes_ no




Commiittee and
Articles




NAGWS Softiall Committee

JANIS MATSON, Chair and Rules Interpreter, Rt. 1, Box 222B, Roads
End, Pittsboro, NC 27312; (919) 967-4800

RICK KIMMETH, Ratings Chair, 144 Sheridan Ave., Erie, PA 16509;
(814) 868-0084

DENNIS MADER, Examinations Chair, RDH2, Box 26F, Cross
Creek, Bergettstown, PA 15201-9401; (412) 947-4061

JIM O'DRAIN Training Chair, 4535 Tudor St., Philadelphia, PA
19136; (215) 335-2935

WILLIAM CHRISTY, Ar-Large, RD#1, Box 234, Daisytown, PA
15427, (412) 769-5965

BARBARA HORNAK, At-Large, 3169 W. 40th, Erie, PA 16506;
(814) 833-2638
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Jdsing the Softbe!l Scoresheet

Explanation of Sample Scoresheet

First Inning. Jones was walked (BB). Beckmann hit a grounder to the
shortstop (6). who threw out Jones on a double play to the second
baseman (4) who tossed out Beckmann at firsg base (3). (Join Jones’ and
Beckmann's boxes with a line .—) Jones and Be:kmann (:5
were out. Beals hit a home run (HR) to the right field fenge (note Tine
indicating this). Grebner lined out to the r;_ * fielder {3) (3) ,1run, 1
hit. 1/1

Second Inaing. Hubbard singled (1B) to left field. McKee (center
fielder (8)) doubled (2B) to left field, batting in Hubbard who had stolen
second base (SB). Bain struck out (K) . Bremberg was safe at first
base on an error by the first baseman (AZF E3D). McKee wwnt to third.
Baker (1) grounded out to the third baszman who threw to the
iirst baseman (5-3). McKecScored on the play (put a 1 at the base of the
field diagram in McKee’s box). Jones fouled to the catcher (f2). 2
runs, 2 hits. 2/2

Third Inning. Beckmann tripled (3B). Beals batted in Beckmann with
a single (1B) to center. Grebner was safe on a fielder’s choice when she
grounded to the third baseman who threw the ball to second base for a

force-out on Beals (5-4, FC). llubbard unted (Bt) to advance
Grebner to second base, and was throw 2) by the pitcher to first
baseman (1-3). McKee grounded out to the first baseman unas-

sisted (3U). 1 run, 2 hits. 1/2

RIC NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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KEY TO SYLBOLS
PLAYERS (Numbers are used *

1-picher
2-catcher

3-first baseman
4-second baseman

6-shortstop
7-teft fieider
B-center fieider
9-right elder

3

Jones |2 ;@: R
[Sub. oy ;.q 2] ; ‘q)' i
BecKmanN *r@,“ @* : :
Sub. oF R . H
Bzas |7 @: @% 6;.?-1
Sub. H ? .‘

breavea [6 @? @§ I\
Sub. i E‘ g:
Heagnrp |5 @ )$= i
Sub. j .m_a_é_
Mekze 18] gn )@ ¥
Sud. Q i 1 i‘ﬁ;)'r
Baw B @ @ ot
wpyis o Va5 ¥ E
(Remt spte |7 @E o~ 1\5
Sub. E %' ] ©‘E“
Bakep, | @i% @E
iN TTwv b 3 w
Sub.M A Cusell E ) E
Al (R R 3

ub. 6;‘: @E‘ ©,§
F_sumnm [ Ed

WINK, PITCHER _Baxcr _ __ LOSING PITC
AT o OFF _DEKER . 224 _ _0FF B

RUNS OFF _ “EAKZR D _ _OFF

STRUCK OUT BY B>RKER S _gy_10

DOUBLE PLAY BEC KN = EREBNER

PASSED BALLS _TONES VL LER
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S—third basetnan

HITS  (Line 15 drawn through appropriate inttials on right of
square, and a fine is drawn from base to base to inds-
cate progress.)

HR-home run SAC—sacrifice hit

3B-triple HP-hit by pitcher
2B8~double 8B-walk
18-single

QUTS (Number of each player handling the bzll is in.

cluded, and the number of total cuts made tn each
nning 15 indicated by a circle wihin the box—@)
4 3 - grounder to second baseman who threw the runner
out at first base
——ground ball (number of player involved placed above)

M —popup (numbet of player 's placed underneath)
== -line dnive (number of player 15 placed underneath)
f\a-ﬂy {number of player 15 placed underneath)

8~ fly to center fielder
U- d { ber of player ind d)
€ = error (number of player indicated)
ESF — error by third baseman on a fumble
ESTh — error by third baseman on 2 bad throw
ESD — error by third baseman on a dropped throw
A = assist {number of player indicated)
OT — overthrew (number of player indicated)
WP — wild pitch
PB — passed ball
K — streke out
Bk ~ balk
Bt = bunt
SB - stolen base (place by base player stole)
DP ~— double play (a hine 13 connected 2o both boxes of
v‘?‘\ players involved)
V7
8 — run batted in by the center fielder
12 — fouled 1o catcher

F—fur ‘e
f — foul batl
FC - fielder’s choice
/ - end of inning
s M1
4

17




o
w
o
=3
a
E
R
wy
o
w
o
=
I's
<o
o
o~
-
-

0

ABRHP

!
1
wmeeXaz|tne=Xnz{enreXo Tarving tar=Xaz(sarvies
| B | S ar |6
-fW“-u -_-nm“:n ..-.v”.u -lvwrucn apedaz(tae=Xe3
~ ~ 7> :
S| s - el ks
amerdex -nnVu-u -___\_mmh-n -\w»u-n sarrdaz(enceXeg
S| b o 4| &
EarrXaz|tnreXez(enrsXazirnr-Xaz -nuPunn sme=Xaz -..n.-n-n aerXug
e ETEY SESESES
Wmredaz [enr=Sex -:«W:nn (IO T wac=Xaz X3
en | an | e i, A
G | 50| A - £ &>
[pre=Xoz [vnreXaz|znnednz sre=Xa s 1aevdaz(vaczies
e EN BN v\..x
G- | G| ar | | D
anp=dyz u-vmru-n seerXezfran=Xes sar=Xaclenr=Xez [¥arvdas|vanXaz
S - A ~. E a i
G | S| B e G| &
mredez -\”-n -an/cn CLLTETY] snreXezjanc=Xaz|anrsdez -nnwm-n
ES ¥ I - .
L1616 e ks
wap=Xaz|ExerXes|enr=Xeo LI TH sar=daz(yar=Xaz
=, A A, -, -
S e8| [
snreXaz TaErXe s -..a.m“ nryday FarrXaz(saryXag)
& &R e & &
[Farsdns ¥aradaz a enXag ZaceXaz[saendes
& & > < | ©
wansiag|varriazlancsdss] waxeX Raz[vaenXaz

&

&

&

&

&

Sud

3

3l

3
3
P

Sub

Sample Softball Scoresheet

RUNS RESPONSIBLE FOR ooe e e — —

e |

B . o  _LEFTON mt__.___.__._un‘n!:ﬁ.’(;_j_g___ — .SCOMER. _ o TIME_ __

Y o e e e e e e L TRIPLEMAY e e ot EARNED RUNS o o e e e e

oY Y e e Y e e — — HIT BY PITCHED BALL _

SUMMARY
WINNING PITCHER . _ __ _ _ __ LDSING PITCHER _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __INMINGS PITCHED — WD PMICH — — — e — — —.

ATOATOFF o L OFF o NS OFF o OFF __ _ _ _____BAK e

RUNS OFF o o o COFF o o o m o . BASE DN BAULS DFF
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Coaching: More Than What is Between
the Foul Lines

Shelley A. Monas

Shelley A. Monas is currently the coach at Northwestern High School in
Albion, PA. She has coached there two years, compiling a 32-11 record,
inciuding an undefeated season in the Erie County League in 1988. She
formerly coached at Mercyhurst College in Ere, PA, for four years, witha
66-13-1 record. Shelley has a BS degree in Education from Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania.

Informative articles have been written about softball. Coaches nzed to
share their thoughts on what makes their programs successful. What do
stickers, post-its, rap, rectangles, and guts have to do with softball?
These are the coaching aids I use in my program to prepare my players
for competition. Coaching is much more than what is between the foul
lines.

I'do not coach softball; I coach young people to play softball. I coach
players who differ in personality, perception, and motivation. They also
differ in how they learn, so I use a variety of teaching strategies to meet
my players’ needs. A majority of athletes learn oy doing. I use step by
step progressions to teach skills. I supplement my teaching with the use
of hand-outs, fundamental checklists, and videotapes. Some athletes
need to see others perform the skill. Many need to see themselves
perform before they can comprehend what they are doing. I create an
atmosphere where learning has priority.

I organize my content just like a teacher. I determine what techniques
will be taught and retaught for both rookies and vets, and I build upon
the accomplishments of the previous season. When my emphasis is on
identifying and hitting the entire zone one season, my emphasis the next
season is on making the bat ““whistle” (increase bat velocity). I use cue
words to describe the execution of the technique. The key to effective
teaching is knowing what you expect from your players, then finding the
best way to comm.unicate those expectations.

I create 2 learning experience that is stimulating and builds confi-
dence. I do this by using modified equipment. Balls of different sizes and
densities aid in overcoming the fear of the ball. Various simulations of

Q
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gloves and bats help teach specific fundamentals. Distance and speed
can be controlled by using varied methods of producing force on the ball.
Here is how I would sequence the tasks to teach the fielding of a ground
ball. The tasks are organized from simple to complex to assure success:
Field a 1) tennis ball from a wall with bare hands; 2) ragball from a
coach’s toss with bare hands; 3) rubberized softball from a partner with a
paddleboard (wood glove to emphasize fielding with two hands);
4) softball from a partnet with a paddleboard and glove; 5) softball from
a machine with a glove; 6) softball hit by a coach and a teammate with a
glove; 7) live hit ball from the shortstop position with u giove; 8) live ball
in a scrimmage situation with runners on with a glove. I expect my
players to execute with proper technique. I set goals for each task to
emphasize the quality of skill I want, and I adapt the skill to the game
situation by combining fielding with throwing. These two skills must be
practiced together.

Make a diamond into a “rectangle’” and place four bases down at each
cornei. Positicn a player .t each base. Alternate across the rectangle
throws with down the line .hrows until the player that started the round
receives the ball again. Perform five to 10 or more rounds. Thus, you
have the best way I know to work a number of playersin a small area. itis
a great way to teach the fundamentals of two hund catch, grab seams for
quick release, and over the top throws. The footwork for the force,
putting on a tag, fielding the bunt, ground ball glove, non-glove side, and
even flyballs are some of the techniques that can be taught and practiced
in this formation. Challenge your players; can you do five rounds with-
out a dropped ball or errant throw? By using a fifth player at the starting
corner, have your players follow their thro-vs by sprinting to the base
they have thrown to. Conditioning is being done without your players
knowing it. The benefits of these drills are numerous. The players get the
repetition they need to improve their skills. Coaches can be offering
corrective feedback. Players can work within their own ability levels.
They are adaptable to the game diamond when fundamentals are
sharper and arms are stronger. Four corner drills are beneficial for both
infielders and outfielders. Cnce the players know the routine, I can be
free towork with those who are having difficulties or to work in the other
half of the gym on another skill. The drills are excellent for improving
concentration skills. The players learn not to rush their throws. They
improve at handling all kinds of throws and short hops. The players are
busy, they are working hard, they take pride in their ability to “make it
click,” and they really like the drills.

I want my defensive players to go to the ground (dive) for a hit ball. I
5~ 1drill L refer to as *‘beat the ball.” One fielder faces the coach in a

™
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good veady position. The coach is kneeling down, and rolls the softball,
easy at first, to niake the fielder explode to the ball. They must stop the
ball before it reaches a certain point. Move the fielder to the glove and
non-glove side. It does take spme “guts” or inner drive to dive and field
the fast moving ball. This also helps the fielders keep their bodies and
gloves down. They are actually having a good time working on their
range at the same time.

Pitching, catching, and hitting are the most difficult skills to develop in
young people. There just does not seem to be enough time. Here is a
voluntary program my athletes can do on their own time. Yoang people
like “stickers.””When an ath.ete pitches, catches (a pitcher), or swings
the bat 100 times, she places a ~ports sticker on an incentive chart (they
can b »urchased in any teacher’s store). If an athlete, who is on her/his
ho' &, places a sticker in 100 squares, she becomes a member of the
© 67 Tlub. The athlete’s name is engraved on a special plague that is

ed in the school. These skilled positions and hitting need repeti-
or consistency. This is just one way I get incentive to work for me.

.ake care of your players physiological needs. Always keep water on

:nd. Talk to your players about their diet and proper nutrition. My
‘post-it” program helps keep players’ studies in perspective. The
players write down their test dates, paper and project due dates, and
special activities on a “post-it” pad. They stick this information up on a
monthly calendar which is displayed in the locker room. The calendar is
checked periodicaliy to determine if certain individuals or the entire
team needs time off to study. I am not afraid to schedule a study hall after
school. A day off out of the blue usually does a world of good. Your
athletes will appreciate it. We all need time to recharge our batteries.
The next practice, we all come back rested, refreshed, and ready to work
hard.

After the first week of practice, I get my team together for a “‘rap
session.” We ‘“‘rap” about team goals, strengths, weaknesses, rules,
distractions, priorities, and answer any questions. After pre-session
scrimmages, I have TLA’s (Talk, Listen, and Attitude), or individual
meetings. We talk about roles, progress, and future plans. I am made
aware of any problems. I take the problems to the captains and we find a
solution together. Give your senior members responsibilities. Have
some get-togethers away from the gym and field. Let your players see
you in different lights; as a wife or husband, a father or mother, asonora
daughter, a teacher, and in a social setting away from the school. These
ideas help me to get to know my players and they get to know me. These
philosophies and techniques work for me. They show that I care.

I have experienced both roles: being inside the foul lines and outside.
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As a coach, the things that are not good for the game of softball are when
umpires are not cordial and friendly, are late without an explanation,
rush the defensive team during a time out, are not consistent with the
strike zone from the first to the last inning, are unable to communicate
with the catcher to avoid a confrontation with an upset pitcher regarding
a strike zone, do not hustle, and overrule their partner. As an umpire,
the things that are not good for the game are when coaches beg for balls
and strikes, look for excuses when they are frustrated with their teams’
performance, and provoke arguments. Mutual respect must exist be-
tween both professional groups, and neither party should put the other
in a threatening position. Keep things in perspective. *Ve must be good
examples for the athletes.

™
oo
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Playing
Rules*

*Copyright by The Amateur Softball Association of America. Revised
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1989 PLAYING RULE CHANGES

RULE 1, SEC.29 HELMET.
) A helmei worn by the batter and bascrunner shall be the type which has
safety features equal to or greater than those providzd by the full plastic cap
with padding on the inside. The hner type helmet does not meet the rules
specificatio.. b) A helmet worn by a catcher may be the skull type without the
car flaps, or a helmet with ear flaps (JO slow pitch).

RULE 2, SEC.55 SACRIFICEFLY.
A sacrifice fly 1s scored when, a) with less than two outs, the batter scored a
runner with a fly ball which 1s caught, or, b) the ball or the line drive handled
by an outfielder (or an infielder runming 1n the out field) which is dropped and
a runner scores, and if in the scorer’s judgment, the runner could have suared
after the catch, had the fly ball been caught.

RULE2, SFC.1 YOUTH DIVISION FENCE, BASE, AND
PITCHING DISTANCES.

SEC.3

AGE GROUP__ FENCE MIN. FENCEMAX. BASES PITCHING

Fast Pitch
Girls 14-U 175 ft. 200 ft. 60 ft. 40 ft.
Boys 14-U 175 ft. 200 ft. 60 ft 46 ft
Girls 16-U 200 fi. 225 ft 60 ft. 40 ft.
Boys 16-U 200 ft. 225 ft. 60 ft. 46 ft.

Slow Pitch
Gurls 14-U 2251t 250 ft 65 ft 46 ft.
Boys 14-U 250 ft 275 ft. 65 ft. 46 ft.
Gurls 16-U 225 ft. 250 ft. 65 ft 46 ft.
Boys 16-U 275 fi. 300 ft. 65 ft. 46 ft

ADULT SLOW PITCH: Men's Major and Super Division fence
distance shall be 300 feet in national championship tournament play only
(beginning 1991).

14°" Slow Pitch 60 ft. 46 ft.

NOTE: If during the course of the game, the base distance or the pitching
distance is found to be at the wrong d'.uc: “'ons, correct the error and continue
playing the game.

RULE 3, SEC.3 THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL.

d. Shall have a cover cemented to the ball by application of cement to the
underside of the cover, and sewn with waxed thread of cotton or linen. If
the cover is molded, 1t can be a) bonded to the core, or b) can be of the
same composition as the core. Either molded type must have an authentic
facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA.

t.  The white-stitch 11 inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play:
Boys and Girls 10-under Junior Olympic fast pitch. It must have a COR of

]: TC .50 and under and show the ASA logo.
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The red sttch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASA)
twelve-mnch ball with a COK of .47 and under shall be used in the follow-
ing ASA play: Adult men's slow pitch and Co-Ed slow pitch (male batters
only). It must be marked MSP-47 and show the ASA, logo.

The red stitch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASA)
eleven-inch ball with a COR of .47 and under shall be used 1n the follow-
ing ASA play: Women's slow pitch and Co-Ed slow Pitch (female batters
only), and all girls Junior Olympic slow pich It must be marked
GWSP-47 and show the ASA logo.

RULZ S, SEC.9 MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS,

AND SHIN GUARDS.
(FP ONLY) Masks, with throat protectors must be worn by adult
catchers, and Junior Olymopic catchers must wear a mask, throat protector
and helmet. An extended wire protector can be worn in lieu of a throat
protector attached to the mask. NOTE: Any player warming up a Junior
Olympsc pitcher at any location within the confines ot the playing field
shall wear a mask and throat protector.

(SP ONLY) Jumor Olympic catchers must wear an approvad batter’s
helmet, or the catcher’s helmet with ear flaps and mask.

(FP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear shin guards and body
protectors

RULE 3, SEC. 11 UNIFORM. .
b.  PANTS/SLIDING PANTS. Al player pants shall be either all long or

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

©

short 1n style Players may wear a umform. solid color patr of sliding
panis It s not mandatory that all players wear sliding pants, but if more
than one player wears them, they must be alike in color and style. No
player may wear ragged. frayed. or sht legs on exposed shding pants.

HELMETS. All adult fast pitch and Juntor Olympic fast and slow pitch
offensive players must wear properly. batting helmets of similar color
witih double ear flaps that have been approved by the National Operating
Commiitec on Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOTSAE).
PENALTY: Failure to wear the bating helmet when ordered to do so by
the umnire shall cause said player to be declared out. Dehiberately wear-
ing the  elmet improperly or deliberately removing the helmet during a
hve bai, play and seen by the uripire as a delibeiate act, shall cause the
violator to be declared out immediately. The ball remains hive. EXCEP-
TION Modified fast pitch players are not required to wear when playing
offense.

JEWELRY. Exposed jewelry such as wrist watches, bracelets, any type
earrings. neck chains, or any other item judged dangerous by the umpire
may not be worn during the game. Medical alert bracelets or necklaces
are not considered jewelry. but if worn, they must be taped to the body.

NOTE: Players must be asked to remove jewelry and if they fail to do so,
will be ejected from the game.

o
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RULE 4, SEC. 7a (Add to second paragraph of section:) -
DEFENSE: (1) If the illegal player is discovered after he makes a play and prior to
the next piich, the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the play, or
have the last batter go back to bat, assuming the ball and strike count prior to the
discavery of the illegal player, and having all baserunners retum to the base they
were prior to the play. The illegal player is ruled ineligible. (2) If the illegal player
is detected after a pitch to the next batter, all plays stand, but the illegal player is
ruled ineligible.

RULE 4, SEC. 7b

b.  Substitute players will be considered in the game when announced to the plate

umpire. A player will not violate the substitution rule until one pitch has been
thrown.

RULES, SEC.10 HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY).
A limit of over-the-fence home runs will be used in all Men's and Co-Ed slow pitch
civisions. All balls hut over the fence in a game by a team in excess of the following
limits will be ruled as shown below under the division of play.
Super Classification ~ Unlimited
Major Classification — Twelve (12) with excess considered a foul ball 10 be

awarded the batter.
Class "A"" = Six (6) with excess considered a foul ball to be awarded the bat-
ter.

Class ""B” — Three (3) with excess ruling the batter out

Co-Ed — Three (3) with excess nuling the batter out.

Masters — Three (3) with excess ruling the batter out.

Ci e "C™ — One (1) with excess ruling the batter out.

Class "D — None (0) with each over-the-fence home run ruling the batter
out.

NOTE: Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the
fence in fair terntory, sirould be declared a fourbase award and shall not be in-
cluded in the total of over-the-fence home runs.

RULE 6, SEC.12 PITCHING

(Fast Pitch) I the ball slips from the pitcher’s hand during his windup or durine *he hackswing,
aball is declared on the hatter, the ball will be 1n play and the run » .; may advance
at their own risk.

RULE 6, SEC.7 PITCHING

(Stow Pitch AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER

16" Slow  RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE MINUTE MAY BE

Pitch) USED TO DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE (3) PITCHES TO THE
CATCHER OR OTHER TEAMMATE. Play shall be suspended duning this
time. For excessive warm-up pitches, a pitcher shall be penahzed by awarding
a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of three.

RULE 6, SEC. 2 PITCHING

(16" THE PITCH stanis when the pitcher makes any motion that 1s part of his win-
Slow Pitch)  dup after the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may be
used. The pivot foot must remain in contact with the pitcher’s plate vatil the
pitched bail leaves the hand. If a step is taken, it can be forvard or
BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is tn contact with the pitching plate

Q
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when the ball is released and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96 cm) of the
pitcher’s plate and simultancous with the release of the ball.

RULE 6, SEC. 6 PITCHING

(16” THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME,

Slow Pitch) BE ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE
BALL, THE PITCHING HAND OR FINGERS, NOR SHALL ANY
OTHER PLAYER APPLY A FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL.
Under the super-ision and control of the umpire, powdered resin may be usea
to dry the hands. The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or similar type item on
the wrist or forearm of the pitching arm.

RULE 6, SEC. 9 PITCHING
(16” THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE
Slow Pitch) BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN .{$ POSITION OR IS
OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH,
RULE 7, SEC. 1
THE B£~. TER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN TF'~ .iNES OF
. THE BATTER'’S BOX.
¢. The batter must take his positicn within 10 seconds after the umpire has
called *'play ball.*

RULE 8, SEC. 2

THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER.

e. When a fair ball strikes the person or clothing of the umpire or a base run-
ner on fair ground. If the base runner is hit with a fair ball while touching
abase, he is not out.

ADD TO EFFECT: When a farr ball touches a base runner who is in contact

with a base, the ball remains dead or alive depending on the position of the

field=1 closest to the base.
RULE 8, SEC. 5

BASERUNNERS ARE ENTITLED TG ADVANCL WITHOUT

LIABILY: 1+ TO BE PUT OUT.

i.  When a fair ball that bounds or rolls over, under or through a fence;
bounds out of play unintentionally off a defensive player OR AN UM-
PIRE; or a fair ball that bounds over, unde. or through any other obstruc-
tion marking the bonndaries of the playing field.

RULE 8, SEC. 6

A BASERUNNER MUST RETURN TO HIS BASE.

). (10-under Junior Olympic Fast Pitch ONLY) Under no condition is a run-
ner permutted to steal a base when a pitched ball is not batted. Base runners
can leave base when the ball Ieaves the pitcher’s hand, but the ball is dead
if not hit and baserunners must go back to the base without liability to be
putout.

RULE 8, SEC. 8

THF. BASCRUNNER IS OUT:

g. When the base runner fails to touch the intervening base or bases in
regular or reverse order and the ball is in play and properly appealed.

RULE 10, SEC. 1

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR UMPIRES:

c. (Beginning i 1990, the cap will have white ASA letters on the front.)
NATIONAL & 3SOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS
FOR SOFTBALL DIAMONDS

Prepared by The Amateur Softball Association of America
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SOFTBALL
PLAYING
RULES

© Copyright by the Amateur Softball Assoclation of America REVISED 1989
""Permission 1o repnnt THE OFFICIAL PLAYING RULES has been granted by THE AMATEUR SOFTBALL
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA"

Wherever “'he'” or ‘“him” or their related pronouns may appear in this rule
book eithe. as words or as parts of words, they have been used for literary pur-
poses and are meant in their generic sense (1.e., to include all humankind, or
both male and female sexes).

11e words “Junior Olympic” or the initials '*J.0."” refer to youth softball.

New rules have been italicized in each section. All plays are also ttalicized,
whether pertaining to new rules orold.

®» NOT ITALICIZED WITH THIS MARKING MEANS CHANGE IN WORDING FOR
CLARIFICATION ONLY. NO CHANGE IS MADE IN THE RULE.

RULE 1. DEFINITIONS

Sec. 1 ALTERED BAT. A bat is considered altered when the physical structure of a legal
bat has been changed Examples of altering a bat are replacing the handle of a metal bat with
a wooden or other type handle, inserting mater+al nside the bat, applying excessive tape
(more than two layers) to the bat gdp. or paint:ng a bat at the top or bottom for other than
identification purposes Replacing the grip with another legal grip is not considered altering
the bat A “flare’* or '‘cone’’ grip attached to the bat 1s considered an altered bat. (See Rule
7. Sec. 1d for penalty.)

PLAY ~ Bl hits two-base hit with an aluminum bat containing a wooden handle.
RULING ~- The ball is dead, batter is out. and b.aserunners may not advance.
The batter is ejected for using an altered bat.

Sec. 2. APPEAL PLAY. An appeal play is a play on which an umpire cannot make a
decision until requested by a manager. coach, or player. The appeal must be made before the
next legal or illegal pitch, or befors the defensive team has left the field. The defenstve team
has “‘left the field’’ when the patcher and all wnfielders have clearly vacated their normal
fielding positions nd have left fair territory on their way to the bench or dugout area.

O
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RULE 1, SECTION 3

PLAY — With R] on first, B2 hits a double RI goes to third but fails to touch second.
Umpire observes this but, no appeal 1s made B2 goes to second Since no ap-
peal was made, is the procedure the same as if R1 had touched second” RUL-
ING — Yes.

Sec. 3 BASE ON BALLS. A base on balls permits a batter to gain first base without
hability to be put out and 1s awarded to a batter by the umpire when four pitches are judged to
be balls (SP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, he may do so by
notifying the plate umpire who shall award the batter first base (Rule 8, Sec 2¢)

Sec. 4. BASE PATH. A base path 1s an imaginary linc 3 feet (0 91 m) on either side of a
direct line between the bases

Sec, 5, BASERUNNER. A baserunner 1s a player of the team at bat who has fimshed his
turn at bat, reached first base, and has not yet bezn put out.

Sec. 6. BATTED BALL. A batted ball 1s any oall that hits the bat, or is hut by the bat. and
lands either in fair or fonl territory No tntention to it the ball 1s necessary

Sec. 7. BATTER'S BOX. The batter's box 1s the area 1o which the batter is restricted
while in position with the intention of helping his team to obtain runs The hnes are con-
sti. >d as betng within the batter's box Prior to the pitch. the batter must have both feet en-
tirely within the hines of the batter’s box

Sec. 8. BATTER-RUNNER, A batter-runner s a player who has fimshed his turn at bat
but has not yet been put out or touched first base

Sec. 9. BATTING ORDER. The batting order 1s the official listing of offensive players
in the order in which members of that tcam must come to bat When the lineup card 1s submut-
ted. it shall also include each player’s position.

Sec. 10. BLOCKED BALL. A blocked ball 1s a batted or thrown ball that 1s touched,

stopped. or handled by a person not engaged in the game. or which touches any obyect that is
not part of the official equipment or official playing arca.
EFFECT — The bail 1s dead. For offensive equipment causing a blockea ball (and 1n inter-
ference), the player being played on is out If no apparent play 1s obvious, no one ts called
out, but all runners must return to the last base touched at the tume of the dead ball declara-
tion. See Rule 8, Sec 5g for enforcement.

PLAY — A blocked ball is called when (a) 1t hits the coach. (b) it strikes a spectator.
RULING — (a) No. (b) Yes.

Sec. 11. BUNT. A bunt s alegally tapped ball not swung at. but intentionally met with the
bat and tapped slowly within the infield.

Sec. 12, CATCH. A catch s a legally caught ba!l which occurs when the fielder catches a
batted or thrown ball with his hand(s) or glove. If the ball 1s merely held 1n the fielder's
arm(s) or prevented from dropping to the ground by some part of the ficlder's body or
clothing, the catch ts not completed until the ball 1s in the grasp of the fielder's hand(s) or
glove. It is not a catch if a fielder, immediately after he contacts the ball, collides with
fnm,hcr player or a wall, or falls to the ground and drops the ball as a result of the collision or

v
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RULE 1, secTiON 13

falling to the ground. In establishing a valid catch, the fielder shall hold the bal! long enough

to prove he has complete control of it or that his release of the ball is voluntary and inten-
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

tional. {faplayer drops the ball after reaching into his glove to remove it or while in the act of
thowing it, it is a valid catch.

NOTE: The ball, which strikes anything other than a defensive player while 1t 1s 1n flight, 15
ruled ¢ = same as if it struck the ground.

PLAY (1) = Alegal catch occurs when a fielder holds the ball (a) in his hand(s), (b) under
his arm(s), (c) in his cap, (d) in his glove. RULING — (a) Yes, (b) No, (c) No,
(d) Yes.

PLAY (2) = Bl hits linz drive which, afier passing F3, strikes the umpire while the ball is
over fair ground. The kall ricochets and is fielded by F4 while still in flight.
RULING — This is not a catch. Bl would have to be thrown out or tagged out.

PLAY (3) — F3and F4 both attempt 10 field a fly ball. Before touching the ground, the ball
strikes F4 on the head and, while still in the air (hasn’t touched the ground), is
caught by F3. RULING - This is a legally caught fly ball.

PLAY (4) — Bl hits fly 10 F&. F8 gets the ball in his hand (s) bus drops it (a) when he falls to
the ground and rolls over, or (b) when he collides with a fielder or a wall, or
(c) when he starts to throw 10 the infield. RULING — In (a) and (®) it is not a
catch. In (c) it is a legal catch if ball was held long enough for F8 10 regain his
balance but is then dropped in a motion associated with an intended throw.

Sec. 13, CATCHER’S BOX. The c<'~her’s box 1s that area within which the catcher must
stand while and until:
a. (FPONLY) The pitch is released. The lines are to be considered within the catcher’s box.
b. (SP ONLY) The pitched ball is batted or reaches the catcher's box. The lines are to be
consicered within the catcher’s box, and all parts of the catcher’s body and/or equipment
must be within the catcher’s box until the pitched ball is batted or reaches the catcher's
box. The catcher is considered within the box unless he touches the ground outside the
catcher’s box.

EFFECT — Sec. 13b: Anillegal pitch is called, provided the batter does not swing.
NOTE:  For catcher's box dimensions, see Rule 2, Sec. 4d.

Sec, 14, CHARGED CONFERENCE, A charged conference takes place when:

a  (Defensive Conference) The defensive team requests a suspenston of play for any reason,
and a representative (not in the field) of the defensive team enters the playing ficld and
gives the urapire cause to believe that he has delivered a message (by any means) to the
pitcher.

b. (Offensive Conference) The offensive team requests a suspension of play to allow the
manager cr other team representatives to confer with the batter ur baserunner. Refer to
Rule 5, 3ec. 9.

Sec, 15, CHOPPED BALL. (SP ONLY) A chopped hit ball is one at which the batter
strikes downward with a chopping motion of the bat so that the ball bounces high into the air.

o Sec, 16, COACH. A coach is a member of the team at bat who takes his place within the
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RULE 1, secTiON 17

coach’s box on the field to direct the players of his team 1n running the bases. Two coaches
are allowed One coach can have in his possession in the coach’s box a scorebook, pen or
pencil, and an indicator, all of which shall be used for scorekeeping or record keeping pur-
poscs only.

Sec. 17. DEAD BALL. The ba!l 1s not in play and 15 not considered n play again until the
pitcher has it in his possession, is within 8 fect (2 44 m) of the pitcher’s plate, and the plate

umpire has called ""play bail ** A dead bzl line 1s considered in play. Refer to Rule 1, Sec. 52
for *’Play Ball.”

Sec. 18. DEFENSIVE TEAM. The defensive team is the team 1n the field.

Sec. 19. DISLODGED BASE. A dislodged base 1s a base removed from its proper posi-
tion

Sec. 20. DOUBLE PLAY. A double play 1s a play by the defense resulting n two offen-
sive players being legally put out as a result of continuous action.

Sec. 21. FAIR BALL. A fair ball is a batted ball that:

a  Settles o1 is touched on fair territory between home and first base or between home and
third base.
Bounds past first or third base on or over fair territory.

¢ While on or over fair terrutory, touches the person. attached equipment, or clothing of a
pl~yer or an umpire.

d. Touches first, second, or third base.

¢ First falls or is first touched on or over faur territory beyond first, second, or third base

f. While over farr territory, passes out of the playing field beyond the outficld fence.

NOTE: A fair fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the
foul line, including the fou! pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on fair or
foul territory at the time he touches the balt. It does not matter whether the bail
first touches fair or foul territory, as long as it does not touch anything foreign
to the natural ground in fou! territory and complies with all other aspects of a
fair ball.

PLAY (1) — Batted ball settles on home plate RULING — Fair ball.

PLAY (2) — Baued ball first hits foul ground and. without touching anv foreign object,

rolls into fair terniory between first and home or third and home, where it set-
tles. RULING — Fair ball.

Sec. 22. FAIR TERRITORY. Fair territory 1s that part of the playing field within, and
including, the first and third base foul lines from home plate to the bottom of the extreme
playing field fence and perpendicularly upward

Sec. 23. FAKE TAG. A form of obstruction which impedes the progress of a runner. The
runncr does not have to stop or stide Merely slowing down when a fake tag ts administered
would constitute obstruction NOTE Under Rule 8, Sec 5b (3). a player may be removed
from the game for a fake tag infraction.

Sec. 24. FIELDER. A ficlder 1s any player of the team 1n the field
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RULE 1, SECTION 25

Sec. 25. FLY BALL. A fly ball is any ball batted into the air.

Sec, 26, FORCE OUT. A force out is an out which can be made only when a base-runner loses
the nght to the base he is occupying because the batter becomes a batter-ninner, and before the
batter-runner or a succeeding baserunner has been put out.

NOTE: If the forced runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards
the base he had last occupied, the force play is reinstated, and he can agan be put
out if the defense tags the base to which he 1s forced.

PLAY (1) — Rl is on first base B2 hus sharp grounder to F3 who first touches first base and
then touches RI who is still on first base. RULING — Only B2 1s out. F3's act
eliminated the force, thereby pernutting Rl to remain on first.

PLAY (2) — Rl on 1B when B2 hus a short fly ball to lefi fleld. R1 goes appraxmately 15 feet off
base waining to see if the ball will be caughs. B2 rounds 1B and passes Rl, and the
umpire calls B2 out. The ball drops in for a base hut. Rl advances to 2B, and F4,
with the ball, tags 2B before Rl shides mto ihe base. RULING' The force out is
rertoved when B2 passes RI; therefore, F4 had to tag RI. The runner is safe
sliding into 2B if he was not tagged.

Sec. 27. FOUL BALL. A foul ball 1s a batted bal! that:

a  Settles on foul territory between home and first base, or between home and third base.

b. Bounds past first or third base over foul territory.

¢ While on or over foul territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a player
or anumpire, or any object foreign to the natural ground.

d  First falls or 1s first touched over foul terntory beyond first or third base

¢. Touches the batter, or the bat a second time, while the ball 1s within the batter’s box.

f Rebounds up from the ground or home plate immediately and hits the bat a second tme while
the batter is in the batter's box

NOTE- A 1oul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the foul
line, including the foul pole, and not as to whether the fielder is on foul or fair ter-
ritory at the time he touches the ball.

PLAY (1) —  Afair ball is called when (a) the ball huts the bag and deflects into foul terntory, (b)
the ball bounds from the infield over the base and lands in foul terntory, (c) the ball
lands within the confines of the infield and rolls foul without being touched bya
fielder. RULING — (a) Correct, (b) Correct, (c) False.

PLAY (2) —  Bat of Bl breaks into pieces as a result of hitng apitch. The batted ball, bounding
on foul territory in direction of third base, then hits the barrel of the bat, causing
the ball to roll into fair tervitory in front of third base. F5 fields the ball and throws
i 10 F3 who tags first base before Bl reaches it. RULING — Foul ball, buz BI 1s
not out for hutting ball a second time.

Sec. 28. FOUL TIP. A foul tip is a batted ball which goes directly from the bat, not tigher than
the batter’s head, to the catcher’s hands and 1s legally caught by the catcher.

NOTE- It 1s not a foul tip unless caught; and any foul tip that 1s caught, 1s a strike. In fast
pitch and 16" slow pitch, the ball is 1n play. In slow pitch the ball is dead. It 1s not a
catch ifitss a rebound, unless the ball first touched the catcher's hand or glove.
O
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RULE 1, SECTION 29

PLAY (1) —  Ball goes directly from bat and rebounds from protector (a) of F2 after having
touched his glove, (b) of F2 withow first having touched s glove, () of wnpire
afier having first touched glove of F2. (d) of umypre without first having touched
glove of F2 In each case the ball rebounds into glove of F2 and ts neld RULING
—In (a) it ts a foul np and a stnke. In (b) {c) and (d) it 15 a foul, with ball becoming
dead when it touched F2 tn (b) or umpnre in (c) and (d)

PLAY () — (FP ONLY) With Rl on second, B2 hus foul np May Rl advance without
retouching second” Also, does 1t make anv difference if the < atcher drops the barted
ball? RULING — A foul tp is the swne as any sinke, nence, Rl may advance
without retouching If batted ball 1s not caught, 1t 1s not a foul np and ts niled a foul
ball.

Sec, 29. HELMET. a) A helmet wom by the batter and baserunner shall be the type which has
safety features equal to or greater than those provided by the full plastic cap with padding on the 1n-
side The liner type helmet does not meet the rules specification b) A helmet worn by a catcher
may be the skull type without the ear flaps, or helmet with ear flaps (Sce rule 3, sec 9b-JO Slow
Pitch)

Sec, 30, HOME TEAM, The home team is the team on whose grounds the game 1s played If
the game 1s played on neutral ground, the home team shall be designated by mutual agreement or
by a flipof a coin.

Sec, 31. ILLEGAL BAT. An illegal bat 1s one that does not meet the requirements of Rule 3.
Sec 1.

PLAY — B! hus a double 1o centerfield Umprre nonces bat has been tampered wuth. 1 e
- baseball bat honed down . softball size RULING — Dead ball, and B 15 called
out. Remove tlegal piece of equipment from the gawme This 1s an dlegal bat

Sec, 32. ILLEGALLY BATTED BALL. An illegally batted ball occurs when
a. A barer’s entire foot 1s completely out of the box on the ground when he hits a ball fair or foul
b Any part of the batter's foot 1 touching home plate when he hits the ball
c. Thebatter hts the ball with an illegal bat.

PLAY (1) —  Banter huts a puched ball wiile hus entire foot is completely out of batter 's box, in
contact with the ground, ana the ball goes directly wmto the stands behund home
plate RULING — Ball is dead Ranter is declered out.

PLAY (2) —  Fl dehvers ball to Bl Bl hus one foot touching home plate as h. swings and com-
pletely misses puch RULING — A stnke s called. Thus 1s not wn illegally batted
ball. The ball must be hut (fawr or foul) to enforce the legally batted ball nde.

Sec, 33. ILLEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. An illcgally caught ball occurs when a ficlder cat-
ches a batted or thrown ball with his cap, mask. glove. or any part of hus umiform that 15 detached
from its proper place

PLAY — REFERTORULE 1, Sec. 12.
Sec. 34, ILLEGAL PLAYER. A player who has cntered the game without reporting.

O
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RULE 1, secTioN 35

When brought to the plate umpire’s attention, the use of an illegal player 1s ejection of that
player from the game, and once ejected, he becomes an eligible player. The violation of the
re-entry rule will not constitute a forfeit unless one of the players involved was an ineligible
player.

Sec. 35. INELIGIBLE PLAYER. A player who can no longer lezally participate 1n the
game. The use of an ineligible player will constitute a forfeit

Sec. 36. IN FLIGHT. *’In fight’’ is the term used for any batted, thrown, or pitched ball
which has not yet touched the ground or some object other than a fielder.

Sec. 37. IN JEOPARDY. *'In jeopardy’” 1s aterm mdicating that the ball 1s 1n play and an
offensive player may be put out.

Sec. 38. INFIELD. The infield is that portion of the field n fair territory which includes
areas normally covered by infielders.

Sec. 39. INFIELDFLY. An infield fly is a far fly ball (not including a line drive or an at-
tempted bunt) which can be caught by an infielder with ordimary effort when first and second
or first, second and third bases are occupied before two are out. The pitcher, catcher, and any
outfielder who positions himself in the infield on the play shall be considered infielders for
the purpose of this rule.

NOTE- When it seems apparent that a batted ball will be an mfield fly, the umpire
shall iramediately declare, **INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT,” for
the benefit of the runners If the ball 1s nedr the foul lines, the umpire shall
declare “INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT IF FAIR."

The ball 15 alive, and runners may advance at the risk of the ball being caught
or retouch and advance after the ball is touched, the same as on any fly ball. If
the hit becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any foul.

Ifa declared infield fly is allowed to fall untouched to the ground and bounces
foul before passing first or third base, it 1s a foul ball If a declared infield fly
falls u ouched to the ground outside the foul hines and bounces fair before
passing first or third base, it 15 an infield fly.

PLAY (I) — Rl and R2 are on second and first bases respectively with none out. B3 hus a
high pop foul berween home and first base which F3 loses sight of in the sun.
Ball lands on foul ground without being touched and rolls mto fair ternitory
halfivay between home and first base. F1 picks up ball and throws to F4 cover-
ing first, who touches R2 with ball while runner R2 15 off base, RULING — In-
fieldfly. B3 and R2 are both ous.

PLAY (2) — RI and R2 are on second and first bases respectively with one out. B3 hus a
high fly ball which, in the judgement of the umpure, can be handled by the se-
cond baseman with reasonable effort. The infield fly rule is declared by the
umpire. The second baseman intennonally drops the fly ball. Seeing the ball
dropped, R1 runs to third base but is thrown out RULING — B3 is out on the
infield fly. The ball remains alive. R1 is also out since the infield fly 1akes
precedence over the *‘intentionally dropped fly ball, *'

O
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RULE 1, section 40

Sec. 40. INNING. An inning is that portion of a game withtn which the teams alter nate on
offense and defense, and tn which there are three outs for eachteam. A new inntng begins tm-
mediately after the finat out of the previous inning.

Sec. 41. INTERFERENCE. Interference is the act of an offensive player or team
member which impedes or confuses a defensiv2 player attempting to execute a play.

Sec. 42. LEGAL TOUCH. A legal touch occurs when a runner or batter-runner who
1s not touching a base is touched by the ball while the ball is securely held in a fielder’s
hand(s). The ball is not considered as having been securely held if it1s juggled or dropped by
the fielder after having touched the runner, unless the runner deliberately knocks the ball
from the hand(s) of the fielder. It 15 sufficient for the runner to be touched with the gloves or
hand(s) holding the ball.

PLAY (1) — Bl hus ground ball 10 first baseman who gathers in the ball, runs over to the
first baseline, tags the runner, then juggles, bobbles, and drops the ball.
RULING — llegal touch. Runneris safe.

PLAY (2) — The caicher has the ball in his glove when he tags runner with the glove. Ball
does not come into contact with the runner. RULING — Touching with the
glove or hand(s) holding the bail 1s the same as touching with the ball The
runner is out.

PLAY (3) — While lying on the ground with ball in nght hand, the first baseman 1ags first
base with left hand prior to batter-runner reaching first base. RULING —
Banter-runzer is out. Legal touch.

Sec. 43, LEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. A legally caught ball occurs when a fielder cat-
ches a batted or thrown ball, provided 1t 1s not caught in the fielder's hat, cap, mask, protec-
tor, pocket, or other part of his uniform. It must be caught and firmly held with a hand or
hands.

Sec. 44. LINE DRIVE. A line drive 1s a fly ball that is batted sharply and directly into the
playing field.

Sec. 45. OBSTRUCTION. Obstruction is the act of.
a A defensive player or team member which hinders or prevents a batter from striking or
hitting a pitched ball.
b. A fielder, while not in possession of the ball, in the act of fielding a batted ball, or about
to receive a thrown ball, which impedes the progress of a baserunner who ts legally run-
ning bases.

Sec. 46. OFFENSIVE TEAM. The offensive team is the team atbat.

Sec. 47. OUTFIELD. The outfield is that portion of the field which 1s outside the dia-
mond formed by the baselines, or the area not normally covered by an infielder and within
the foul lines beyond first and third bases and boundaries of the grounds.

Sec. 48. OVERSLIDE. An overslide is the act of an offensive player when, as a baserun-
ner, he overslides a base he is attempting to reach. It is usually caused when his momentum
causes him to lose contact with the ba 2, which then causes him to be in jeopardy The batter-

@ er may overslide first base without being in jeopardy.
ERIC : NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORY
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RULE], SECTION 49

PLAY — Baserunner overslides first base (a) during advance JSfrom home plate, or () on
retum to first base after attempt o advance to second base. In either case he is tag-
ged with ball while off base. RULING — (a) Safe. (b) Out.

Sec. 49. OVERTHROW. An overthrow occurs when a thrown ball from a fielder goes beyond
the boundary fines of the playing field (dead ball territory) or becomes a BLOCKED BALL. (Rule
1, Sec. 10)

Sec. 50. PASSED BALL. (FPONLY) A passed ball is a legally delivered ball that should have
been held or controlled by the catcher with ordinary effort

Sec. 51. PIVOT FOOT. (FP ONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which must remain in contact
with the pitcher’s plate Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitchers plate is
illegal.

(SP ONLY) The pivot foot 1s that foot which the pitcher must keep in constant contact with the
pitcher’s plate until the ball is released.

NOTE: (16" Slow Pitch) After a hesutation, the pivot foot may be removed during a
pickoff situation but must be replaced in contact with the pitcher's plate before the
pitch is released

Sec. 52. PLAY BALL. “Play ball" is the term used by the plate umpire to ndicate that play
shall begin or be resumed when the pitcher has the ball in his possession and 1s within 8 feet (2.44
m) of the pitcher’s plate All defensive players, except the catcher who must be i his box. must be
anywhere on farr ground to put the ball into play.

NOTE: (FPONLY) See Rule 6, Sec. 7 for penalty.

Sec, 53. QUICK RETURN PITCH. A quick return pitch is one made by the pitcher with the
obvious attempt to catch the batter off balance Tius would be before the batter takes hus desired
position 1n the batters box or while he s still off balance as a result of the previous pitch.

Sec. 54. RUNNER. The term runner means **batter-runner"* or **baserunner. "

Sec, 55. SACRIFICE FLY. A sacnfice fly is scored when. with less than two outs, the batier
scores a runner with a fly ball which is caught; or, b) the ball or the line dnve handled by an out-
ficlder {or an mfielder running in the outfield) which is dropped and a runner scores, and if jn the
scorer’s judgement, the runner could have scored after the catch, had the fly balf been caught.

Sec. 56, STARTING PITCHER. The player listed as a pitcher on the lineup cand or official
scorebook.

Sec. 57. STEALING. (FPONLY) Stealing 1s the act of a baserunner attempting t0 advance
dunng a pitch to the batter.

Se:. 58, STRIKE ZONE. (FP ONLY) The strike zone is that space over any part of home
plaic between the batter’s arm pits and the top of his knces when he assumes a natura batting
stance.

(SP ONLY) The stnke zone is that space over any part of home plate between the batter's
highest shoulder and his knecs when he assumes a natural batting stance.

\‘f“ 59. TIME. **Time"" is the term used by the umpire to order the suspension of play.
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RULE 1, secTioN 60

Sec, 60. TRIPLE PLAY. A triple play is a continuous action play by the defense on which
three offensive players are put out.

Sec, 61. TURN AT BAT. A turn at bat begins when a player first enters the batter’s box and
conttnues until he is put out or becomes a baserunner.

Sec, 62. WILD PITCH. (FP ONLY) A wild pitch is a legally delivered ball so high, so low, or
so wide of the plate that the catcher cannot, or does not, stop and control 1t with ordinary effort

RULE 2. THE PLAYING FIELD

(Reter to Drawing Showing Official Dimensions of Softball Diamond)

Sec. 1. THE PLAYING FIELD IS THE AREA WITHIN WHICH THE BALL MAY BE
LEGALLY PLAYED AND FIELDED. The playing field shall have a clear and unobstructed
area within the radius of the prescribed fence distances from home plate between the foul lnes.

(Refer to FENCE DISTANCE Chart)
ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Minimum Maximum
Fast Pitch
Women........ .v. v e 200 fi, (60.96 m)
Men ..........ooeeue . AN 225ft. 6858 m) 250 f. (76 20 m)*
JuntorWomen ...... PN 200 ft. (60.96 m) 225 . (63.58 m)
JuniorMen .. ... RN L. L2258 (68.58 m) 250 ft (76 20 m)
*In case of inclement weather, maxtmum fence dxstancc may be waived.
Modified
Women.. ........ e e e ... L2001 (6096 M)
Men .......... oo . R . . 265 fi. (80 80 m)
Slow Pitch
Women...  ......... .. ... 250 /. (76.20 m)
Men .. .......... PN 275 f. (83.82 m)
CoEd........... ... .. 2158.(83.82 m)
Super ... . ...... . . 300 fi. (91.44 m)
*Beginning in 1991, Men's Major and Super Dw:sxon fence distance shall be 300 feet tn national
championship tournament play only.
16" Slow Pitch
WOMEN. ... Lottt viiiiiiines s v 200 fi. (60.96 m)
Men ........ ......... R o .. 250 fi. (76.20 m)
YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Minimum Maximum
Fast Pitch
Girls10-Under........ .... .. ... ..., 150f1.(45.72 m) 175 f.(53.34 m)
Boys 10-Under.. . .......... ...... . . 150%.(45.72m) . 175 &.(53.34 m)
Gurls 12-Under . 175/ (53.34 m) 200 f. (60.96 m)
Boys 12-Under ... ....... 175 R.(53.34m) 200 f. (60.96 m)
Girls 14-Under 175 fi. (53.34 m) 200 fi. (60.96 m)
Boys 14-Under L 175/ (53.34 m) 200 fi. (60.96 m)
GirglGunder......... ... ciiiiiiiiiian.. 200 f, (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68.58 m)
U ssleunder.....oiiii 200 ft. (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68.58 m)
]: l C NATIONAL ASSOCIAMON FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT
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Girls 19-Under
Boys 19-Under .
Slow Pitch
Girls 10-Under
Boys 10-Under
Girls 12-Under
Boys 12-Under
Girls 14-Under
Boys 14-Under
Girls 16-Under . .
Boys 16-Under
Girls 19-Under
Boys 19-Under

RULE 2, SECTION 2

. (60.96 m)
. (60.96 m)

. (45.72m)
. (45.72m)
. (53.34m)
. (53.34m)

(68.58 m)

(76.20 m)
. (68.58 m)
. (83.82m)
. (68.58 m)
. (83.82m)

225 ft.
225 ft.

175 1.
175 ft.
200 ft.
200 ft.
250 ft.
275 ft.
250 ft.
300 ft.
250 ft.
300 ft.

(68.58 m)
(68.58 m)

(53.34m)
(53.34m)
(60.96 m)
(60.96 m)
(76.20 m)
(83.82m)
(76.20 m)
(91.44m)
(76.20 m)
(91.44m)

Sec, 2. GROUND OR SPECIAL RULES ESTABLISHING THE LIMITS OF THE
PLAYING FIELD MAY BE AGREED UPON BY LEAGUES OR OPPOSING TEAMS
WHENEVER BACKSTOPS, FENCES, STANDS, VEHICLES, SPECTATORS, OR
OTHER OBSTRUCTIGNS ARE WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED AREA. Any obstruction
on fair ground less than the prescribed fence distances from home plate (as outlined in Sec. |
of this rule) should be clearly marked for the umpire’s information.

Sec. 3. THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE BASE LINES AS FOLLOWS:

ADULT DIVISIONS
Fast Pitch

Women.......... ..

Men e
Junior Women ., .
Junor Men . .

Modified

Slow Pitch

Women. ...

Men.. ... ...
Coed.. .. .
Super .....
16’’ Slow Pitch
Women .. .. ....
Men ......
14" Slow Pitch
Wonien .
Men

O

R C wssorreas auroe

DISTANCES

.60t (18.29m)
. .60ft (18.29m)

.60 ft. (18.29 m)
.. 60t (18.29 m)

601t (18.29 m)

" 60f (18.29m)

65ft (19.81 m)
651t (19.81 m)

..65ft. (19.81 m)

65ft (19 81 m)

551t (16.76 m)
55 ft. (16,76 m)

60 ft. (18 29 m)
60ft. (18.29m)

YOUTH DIVISIONS
Fast Pitch
Girls 10-Under
Boys 10-Under

Girls 12-Under .. . ...

Boys 12-Under
Grls 14-Under .
Boys 14-Under .
Girls 16-Under
Boys 16-Under
Giris 19-Under. .. . .
Boys 19-Under

Slow Pitch
Girls 10-Under . ..
Boys 10-Under .... .
Gurls 12-Under ... ...
Boys 12-Under
Girls 14-Under
Boys 14-Under
Girls 16-Under
Boys 16-Under
Girls 19-Under
Boys 19-Under

40

. (16.76 m)
. (16.76 m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)
. (18.29m)

. (16.76 m)
. (16.76 m)
. (16.76 m)
. (18.29 m)
. (19.81 m)
. (19.81 m)
. (19.81 m)
. (19.81 m)
. (15.81 m)
. (19.81 m)

4




worms

T

RULE 2, SECTION 4
THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE PITCHING DISTANCES AS FOLLOWS:

ADULT DIVISIONS DIS1~NCES YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES
Fast Pitch Fast Pitch .
Women.... .. ....... 401t. (12.19m) Girls 10-Under . .. 351t (10.67m)
Men.............. . 4611, (14.02 m) Boys 10-Under .... 35ft (10.67m)
Junior Women .. . 401t (12.19m) Girls 12-Under .35t (10.67m)
Junior Men . . .46t (14.02m) Boys 12-Under .... .. 401t (12 19m)
Modified Girls 14-Under  ..... 40ft (I2.1om
Women .... . . ..40ft (I12.19m) Boys 14-Undsr .. 46 ft. (14.02 m)
Men ............. 46 ft. (14.02m) Girls 16-Under 40ft. (12.19m)
Stow Pitch Boys 16-Under . . 46ft. (14 02 m)
Women .. .  ...... 46 ft. (14.02m) Girls 19-Under . . 40ft. (12.19m)
Men... .... 461t (14 02m) Boys 19-Under .. ..46ft. (14.02m)
CoEd............... 46 ft. (14.02m) Slow Pitch
Super..... .. . 46 ft. (14.02m) Girls 10-Under .35 (10.67m)
1€” Stow Pitch Boys 10-Under o035t (1067 m)
Women .. . . . 38t (11 58m) Girls 12-Under . 40t (12.19m)
Men... . .. . 38ft. (11.58m; Boys 12-Under ... ... ISR (12.19m)
14" Slow Pitch Girls 14-Under .. 46 ft. (14.02m)
Wamen ..... ....... 46 ft. 14 02 m) BO)’S 14-Under .. .... 46 ft. (14.02 m)
Men...... . .. .46ft (1402m) Gurls 16-Under . .. 46ft. (14 02m)
Boys 16-Under . <6 ft. (14.02m)
Girls 19-Under  ...... 46 ft. (14.02m)
Boys 19-Under ... 46ft (1402m)

NOTE: If during the course of the game, the base distance or the pitching distance 1s found to
be at the wrong dimensions, cuisect the error and continue playing the game.

Sec. 4, FOR THE LAYOUT CF THE DIAMOND, REFER TO DRAWING SHOWING
OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS OF SOFTBALL DIAMOND, THIS SECTION SERVES AS AN
EXAMPLE FORJ *¥ NG OUT A DIAMOND WITH 60-FOOT BASES AND A 46-FOOT
PITCHINGD -. « {0 detcriune the position of home plate. draw a hine n the direction
desired to lay .. Drive a take at the comer of home plate nearest the catcher. Fasten a
cord to this sta. ' nots, or otherwise mark the cord at 46 feet (14 02 m), 60 fect (18.29 m),
84 feet 10% inche. . .6 m)and at 120 feet (36.58 m).

Place the cord (without stretching) along the direction line and place a stake at the 46-foot (14,02
m) marker — this will be the front line at the middle of the pucher’s plate Along the same lme,
drive a stake at tho 84-foot 10% inch (25 68 m) marker. This will be the center of second base. For
the 65-foot base distance, this line will be 91 feet 1t inches (28.0. - ).

Place the 120-foot (36 58 m) marker at the center of seoond b ¢, and taking hold of the cord at
the 60-foot (18 29 m) marker, wali to the right of the direction line until the cord 1s taut and drive a
stake at the 60-foot (18.29 m) marker. T+ s will be the outside corner of first base and the cord will
now form the lines to first and second bases Again, holding the cord at the 60-foot (18.29 m)
marker, walk across the field, and in like manner, mark the outside comer of thuird base Hone
plate, first base and third ase are wholly inside the diamond.

To check the diamord. piace the home plate end of the cord at the first base stake and the
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RULE 3, sectioN 1

120-foot (36.58 m) marker at third base The 60-foot (18 29 m) marber should now check at tome
plate and second base.
In laying out a 65-foot base path: Jiamond, follow the same procedure with the following
substitute dimensions: 65-foot (19 81 m). 130-foot (39.62 m), and 91-feet 11 inches (28.07 m).
Check all dimensions with a steel tape whenever possible.

a,
b.

[

F

THE 3-FOOT (0,91 m) LINE is drawn pasallel to and 3 feet (0.91 m) from the basehine start-
i{!ﬁ;;t a point halfway between home plate and first base.

BATTER’S ON-DECK CIRCLE is a 5 foot (1.52 m) circle [2%-toot (0.76 m) radus]
q!?l:ﬁed adjacent to the end of player’s bench or dugout area closest to home plate.

BATTER'’S BOX, onc on each side of home plate, shall measure 3 feet (0.91 m) by 7
(2 13 m). The inside lines of the batter's box shall be 6 inches (15 24 cm) from: home plate.
“The front lire of the box shall be 4 feet (1.22 m) in front of a line drawn through the center of
of home plate. The lines are considered as being within the batter’s box
THE CATCHER'S BOX shall be 10 feet (3.05 m) in length from the rear outside comers of
the batters’ boxes and shall be 8 feet S inches (2.57 m) wide.
EACH COACH’S BOX IS BEHIND A LINE 15 FEET (4.57 m) LONG DRAWN OUT-
SIDE THE DIAMOND., The line is parallel to and 8 feet (2.44 m) from the first and third
baselines, extended from the bases toward home plate.
THE PITCHER’S PLATE shall be permanently attact .d to the ground at distances mdicated
1 Rule 2, Sec 3. (FP Only) There shall be a 16-foot (4.85 m) circle drawn from the pitcher’s
plate, 8 feet (2.44 m) n radius The hines drawn around the pitcher’s plate are constdered inside

the circle.
RULE 3. EQUIPMENT
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. Shall be plastic, bamboo, graphite, met

Sec, 1, THE OFFICIAL BAT.

Shall be made of one piece of hardwood, or formed from a block of wood conssting uf two or
more pieces of wood bonded tozether with an adhesive 1n such a way that the grain direction of
all pieces is essentially parallel to the lcr:fth of the bat.

. magnesium or any combination of these matenals
Can be laminated, but must contuin only wood or adhesive and have a clear finish (if finished).

. Shall be round or three-sided, and shall be smooth If the barrel end has knurled finish, th-

maximum surface roughness 15 no more than 250 1f measured by a profilometer, or 4/1000 it

measured by a spectrograph

Shall not be more than 34 inches (87 0 cm) long, nor exceed 38 ounces (1100 0g) m weight.

If round, shall not be more than 2% inches (6 0.cm) in diameter at its largest part, and if thice-

sided, shall not exceed 2% inches (6 0 cm) on the hitting surface A tolerance of 1/32 inch

(0.80 mm) is pernutted to allow for expanston on the round bat.

If metal, may be angular.

Shall not have exposed rivets, pins, rough or sharp edges, or ary form of exterwor fastener that

would present a hazard. A metal bat shall be free of burrs.

If metal, shall not have a wooden handle

Shall have a safety grip of cork, tape (not smooth, plastict* pe) of composition 1naterial. The

safety grip shall not be less than 10 inches (25 0 cm) long and shall not extend more than 15

inches (40 0 ecm) from the small end of the bat A mold¢d finger-formed grip made by the

manufacturer, if used, must be permanently attached to the bat Resin, pine tar, or spray

substances placed on the safety gnp to enhance the gnp are permussible on the grip only

NOTE Tape applied to any bat must be continuously spiral. It does not have to be a solid layer

of tape. It cannot exceed two layers.

I¥ meta , and not made of one-piece construction with e barret end closed, shall have a rubber
rvinyl plastic insert firmly secured at the large end of the bat.
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RULE 3, SECTION 2

| Shall have .i safety knob of a mintmum of % nch protruding at a 90-degree angle from the han-
dle It can be molded, lathed, welded. or permancntly fastened A **flare” or “*cone’” gnp at-
tached to the bat will be considered an altered bat

m, Shall be marked "OFFICIAL SOFTBALL" by the manufacturer If the words “OFFICIAL
SOFTBALL'" cannot be read due to wear and tear on the bat, the bat should be declared legal
1f 1t is legal in all other aspects

Beginning in 1987, softball bats used m ASA championship tournament play must be approved by

the Equipment Standards Commuttee.

NOTE. Bats with special design features to enhance hit distance will not be allowed Manufac-
turers must submit all new designed bats to the ASA Equipment Standards Comnuttee for approval
prior to sales.

Sec. 2. WARM-UP BATS. No more than two offocial softball bats, one ASA approved warm-
up bat, or a combination of the two — not to exceed two — may be used by the on-deck batter 1n
the on-deck circle. The WARM-UP BAT should meet the following requirements to be approved
a) stamped with %-inch fetters **WB"* »n either end of the bat or marked 1n 1-inch letters the words
**Warm-Up Bat Only ** on the barrel ena of the bat, b) a mimmum weight of 48 ounces (1360.0 g).
c) a mmimum barrel diameter of 2'4 inches (6 0 cm), d) have a safety grip of at least 10 inches
(25.0 cm) and no more than 15 inches (40 0 cm) extended from the knob, and/or ¢) be of one-piece
construction or a one-picce permanently assembled bat approved by the Equpment Standards
Committee.

Sec. 3. THE OFFIC1AL SOFTBALL.

a. Shall be a regular, smooth-seamed, flat-surfaced ball with concealed sutches

b. Shall have a center core made of cither No. 1 quahty. long fibre kapok, a nuxture of cork and
rubber, a polyurethane mixture, or other matenals approved by the ASA.

c. May be hand or machine-wound, with a fine quahty twisted yard. and covered with latex or
rubber cement.

d. Shall have a cover cemented to the ball by application of cement to the underside of the cover
and sewn with waxed thread of cotton or hinen If the cover 1s mrolded, 1t can 1) be bonded to
the core. or b) be of the same composition as the corc Either molded type must have an
authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA

¢ Shall have a cover of chrome-tanned, top grain horsehide or cowhwde, synthetic material, or
other materials approved by the ASA.

f. The 12-inch (30.0 cm) ball shall be between 11-7/8 inches (30.0 cm) and 12-1/8 nches (31.0
cm) in circumference, and shall weigh between 6% ounces (180 0 g) and 7 ounces (200 0 g).
The smooth-seam style shall not have fewer than 88 stitches 1n each cover., sewn by the two-
needle method. or with an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA

g. The li-inch (27.0 cm) ball shall be between 10-7/8 inches (27.0 cm) and 11-1/8 inches (28.0
cm) in circumference, and shall weigh between 5-7/8 ounces (165.0 g) and 6-1/8 ounces
(175.0 g). The smooth seam style shall not have fewer than 80 stitches in each cover,
sewn by the two-needle method, or with an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by
the ASA.

h.  The white-stitch 12-inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play men's and women's fast

pitch. boys' Junior Olympic fast pitch and slow pitch and girls’ Junior Olympic fast pitch. It

~ust have a COR of .50 or under and be so marked.
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RULE 3, SECTION 4

1 The white-stitch 1 inch ball shall be used m the following ASA play. boys and girls 10-under
Junior Olympic fast pitch It must have a COR of 50 and under and show the ASA logo

J The red-stitch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASA) twelve-inch ball with a
COR of .47 and under shall be used m the following ASA Play Adwilt men's slow pitch and
co-ed slow pitch(male batters enly) It must be marked MSP-47 and show the ASA logo.

k  The red-stutch (and/or red indelible stamping as approved by the ASs) cleven inch ball with a
COR of 47 and under shall be used in the following ASA Play. Women's slow pitch. co-ed
slow pitch (women batters only), and all girls Junior Olympic slow pitch It must be marked
GWSP-47 and show the ASA logo.

1 Softballs used in ASA play must meet standards set by the ASA Equipment Standards Commit-
tec as shown below, and must be stamped with the ASA logo

THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL SPECIFICATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS.
SOFTBALL THREAD MINIMUM MAXIMUM MINIMUM MAXIMUM MARKING

COLOR  SIZE SIZE SIZE SIZE

12-inch FP white 1178m 1218 in 6% oz 7 oz ASA
(30.0 cm) 300 cm 310cm 1800 g 2000¢g Logo
12-inch SP  red 1178 1218 m 6% oz 70z M5p47
(30.0 cm) 30.0cm 310cm 1800g  2000¢g ASA Logo
16-inch SP white 1578 16 1/8 1n 90z 10 0z ASA
(41.0) cm) 40.0 cm 41 0cm 2250g 2830¢g Logo
11-inch red 1078m N 1/8m 578 oz 6 1/8 oz GWSP47
(27.0 cm) 27.0cm 28.0cm 1650 g 1750 ASA Logo
11-inch white 1078m 11118 m 5780z 61/8 0z ASA
(270 cm) 270 cm 28.0cm 165.0 g 175.0 g logo

Sec. 4. Tt , HOME PLATE SHALL BE MADE OF RUBBER OR OTHER SUITABLE
MATERIALS, 1t shall be afive-sided figure, 17 inches (43 18 cm) wide across the edge facing the
pitcher  The sides shall be parallel 10 the mside Iines of the b. :r's box and shall be 8% inches
(21 39cm) long The sides of the pont facing the caicher shall be 12 mches (30 48 cm) long.

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER’S PLATE shall be of wood or rubber, 24 inches (60.96 cm) long and
6 inches (15 24 cm) wide. The top of the plate shall be level with the ground. Tke front line of the
plate shall be the preceribed prtching distances from the outside corner of home plate (Refer to
PITCHING DISTANCES chart in Rule 2, Sec. 3.)

Sec, 6 THE BASES. OTHER THAN HOME PLATE SHALL BE !5 INCHES (38.10 cm)
SQUARE, MADE OFF CONVAS OR OTHER SUITABLF MATERIALS AND NOT MORE
THAN 5 INCHES (12.70 cm) IN THICKNESS The bases should be securely fastenced 1n posi-
tion.

a  The double base is approved for use at first base. This base is 15 by 30inches and made of can-
vas or other suitable matenal Half the base is white (secured in fair teiritory), and half is
orange (secured in foul territory). It should 1ot be more than 5 inc s (12.70cm) in thickness.

NOTE- The following rules apply to the double base:

1) Abatted balf hitting the white portivn is declared fair, and 2 batted ball hiting
the orange portion is declared foul.

2) Both white and orange portions of the base are treated equally for the offense
and the defense.
REFER TO POINTS OF EMPHASIS
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RULE 3, SECTION 7
SOFTBALL GLOVE SPECIFICATIONS

A) Palmwidth 8in
8) Paimwidth 8'%2n
C) Topopeningof web Sin

J 0) Bottomopeningofweb 4% in
YR €) Webtopto bottom 7Vain
F) Firstfingercrotch seam 7% n
Gg Thumb crotch seam 7% m
H) Crotchseam 17% 10,
() Thumbtop to bottom

Edge 9van

‘qbﬁr’

9
(J) Fustiingertopto
bonomgd L] 141n
(K) Secondfingsrtopto
{] Bottomedge 13% i
k¢ (L) Thirdfingertopto

f bottom edge 12%mn
-7 (M) Fourthfingertopto
bottom edge itin

Sec. 7. GLOVES MAY BE WORN BY ANY PLAYER, BUT MITTS MAY BE USED
ONLY BY THE CATCEER AND FIRST BASEMAN. No top lacing, webbing, or other
device between the thumb and body of the glo/e or nutt worn by a first baseman or other fielder
shall be more than 5 inches (12.70 cm) i length. The pitcher’s glove shall be of one solid colo.,
other than white or grey. Multicolored gloves are acceptable for all other players. Gloves with
white or grey circles on the outside, giving the appearance of a ball, are illegal for all players.

Sec. 8. SHOES MUST BE WORN BY ALL PLAYERS. A SHOE SHALL BE CON-
SIDERED OFFICIAL IF IT IS MADE WITH EITHER CANVAS OR LEATHER UPPERS
OR SIMILAR MATERIALS The soles may be cither smooth or have soft or hard rubber cleats
Ordinary metal sole anc heel plat. » may oc used if the spikes on the plates do not extend more than
?/4a<l>fan inch (1.91 cm) from the .ole or heel of the shoe. Shoes with rounded metal spikes are 1}-
egal.

J.0./CO-ED PLAY: No metal spikes are allowed  any division of J O, or co-ed play. No hard
plastic or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plates are allowed m any division of
1.0 or co-ed play. No shoes with detachable cleats that screw ON are allowed, howeve:, shoes
with detachable cleats that screw INTO the shoe are allowed.

PLAY — Adult players from Team B are wearing (a) golf shoes, () track shoes, (c) metal
vaseball spikes, (d) coaches’ shoes wuh ripple rubber so’zs. RULING — (a) and
() llegal; (c}and (d) Legal.

Sec. 9. MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS, AND SHIN GUARDS.

a. (FPONLY) Masks, with throat protectors must be worn by adult catchers, and Jumior Olymptc
catchers must wear a mask, throat protector and helmet An extended wire protector can be
womn in lieu of a throat protector attached to the mask NOTE Any player warming up a
Junior Olympic pitcher at any location within the confines of the playing field shall wear a
mask and throat protector.

b (SPONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear an approved batter’s helmet, or the catcher’s
helmet with ear flaps and mask.

¢ (FPONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear shin guards and body protectors

PLAY (1) —  Adult catcher refuses to wear a mask in (a) slow pitch, (b) fast pitch. RULING —
(a) Legal, (b} lllegal. Catcher must wear a mask in fast pitch, and all J.O catchers

must wear masks with helrmets.
DLV Q) —  (FP ONLY) A catcher refuses to comply with umpire's order to wear a mask.
v RULING — Forfeted game shall be declared by the umpire if no one else will wear
ERIC mask and catch.
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RULE 3, secTtioN 10

Sec. 10. NO EQUIPMENT SHALL BE LEFT LYING ON THE FIELD, EITHER IN
FAIR OR FOUL TERRITORY. (See Fule 8, Section 5g-Play 4)

Sec. 11. UNIFORM. Al players on a team shall wear umforms alike in color, trim. and style.
Coaches must be neatly attired and dressed alike, or in team uniform and in accordance with the
color code of the team.

a  BALL CAPS. All ball caps must be alike and are.

1. Mandatory for all male players and must be worn properly

2 Optional for female players Visors and headbands are also optional for female players, but
may not be mixed. All female players are nt required to wear headwear, but for those
players who do so, the headwear must be alike. Handkerchiefs do not qualify as headbands
and cannot be wom, either around the head or around the nech (NOTE. Plastic visors are
not allowed as headware.)

PANTS/SLIDING PANTS Al player panis shall be either all fong or all short m style.

Players may wear a umform, solid color pair of shiding pants. It 1s not mandatory that all

players wear sliding pants, butif more than one player wears them. they must be alike i color

and style. No player may wear ragged, frayed, or sht legs on exposed siiding pants.

¢ UNDERSHIRTS Players may wear a umform, sohd-colored undershirt (it may be wnite). It is
not mandatory that all players wear an undershurt 1f one player wears one, but those that are
wom must be alike No player may wear ragged, frayed, or sht sleeves on exposed under-
shurts.

d NUMBERS An Arabic number of contrasting color. at least 6 inches (15 24 cm) high. must
be wom on the back of all umform shirts No players on the same team may wear identical
numbers (Number **3'* and “03'" are examples of identical numbers.) Players without
numbers will not be permitted to play If duplicate numbers exist, one of the players will not be
permitted to participate in the game.

e HELMETS All adult fast pitch and Jumior Olympic fast 1nd slow pitch offensive players
must properly wear batting helmets of similar color with double ear flaps that have been
approved by the National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment
(NOCSAE) PENALTY Failure to wezr the batting helmet when ordered to do so by the
umpire shall cause said player to be eclared our Dehberately wearing the helmet 1m-
properly or deliberately removing the heimet during a live ball play and seen by the um-
pire as a deliberate act, shall cause the violator to be declared out immediately. The ball
remains live EXCEPTION Modified fast pitch players are not required to wear a helmet
when playing offense.

NOTE Calling a runner out for removing a helmet does not remove force play sin.ations.

Adult male batters and baserunners and all pitchers and catchers may wear bating helmets. Other
than pitchers and catchers, no other defenstve player may wear a helmet 10 adult and J O. play. ex-
cept for medical purposes.

NOTE. Catcher lic..uets at the present time do not have NOCSAE standards, and no stamp
will be required on this helmet.

f  CASTS Plaster or other hard substances i their final form may not be worn during the game.
Any exposed metal may be considered legal if covered by oft matenal and taped

8 JEWLLRY Expored jewelry such as wnist watches, bracelets, any type earrings, neck chains,
or any other tem judged dangerous by the umpire, may not be wom dunng the game. Medical
alert bracelets or necklaces are not considered jewelry, but if wom, they must be taped to the
body NOTL. Players must be asked to remo ¢ Jewelry and if they fail to do so, will be ejected
from the game.

C IWS SOFTBALL GUIDE a4 ‘8 o




RULE 4, secTION 1

PLAY (I) — A fermale team has three players weanng capts, but the remaining players do
not wear anything on their heads. RCUNG — Legal, if the three hats are |
alike. All female players do not have to ‘ear hats. If hats are worn, however, i
they cannot be mixed with headbands or v. “ars |

PLAY (2) — Two female players wear caps, and the remaiming players wear stmilar-
colored headb.. ids. RULING — lllegal Either caps or headbands may ke
worn, but not both.

PLAY (3) — In co-ed play, four males wear caps, one does not, two females have head-
bands, and three do not. RULING — Illegal It 1s okay for female players not
to wear headbands or caps, but all male players must wear caps. The rest of
the uniform should be similar (i.e., all players n shorts or all in long pants,
the same jerseys and leggings, etc.)

PLAY (4) — Player FI wears (a) uniform number 6 on the back of hus jersey, (b) uniform
number 00 on the back of hus jersey. (c) no uniform number on the jersey, but
number 5 on the pants, (d) no uniform number on the back of the jersey, but a
2-inch number on the front, (e) no uniform number at all. RULING — Legalin
(a) and (b), not legal in (c), (d). or (e).

PLAY (5) — Player FI (Jones) was listed in the scorebook with the wrong number and (a)
had his name on the jersey, (b) had no name on the jersey. RULING Correct
the number in the scorebook in either case and resume play. There is no penal-
ty.

RULE 4. PLAYERS & SUBSTITUTES

Sec, 1, ATEAM SHALL CONSIST OF:
Fast Pitch - 9 players.

. Fast Pitch with a designated player - 10 players

Slow Pitch - 10 players.

. Slow Pitch with an extra player - 11 players.

Male rosters shall include only male players, and female rosters shall include only female

players.

Co-Ed - 10 players (five male and five female).

g. Co-Ed Slow Pitch with extra players — 12 players (6 male ~nd 6 female) NOTE If the
EF - used in co-cd, 12 players must be used It 1s not permissible to use 11 players
because of the alternate batters.

Sec, 2, PLAYERS' POSITIONS SHALL BE DESIGNATED AS FOLLOWS:
a  Fast Pitch. Pitcher, catcher, first baseman, second baseman, third baseman, shortstop,
left ficlder, center fielder, and right fielder.
b. Fast Pitch with a Designated Player Same as Fast Pitch in paragraph **a** above, plus a
*designated player.”’
¢ Slow Pitch: Same as Fast Pit¢ :n paragraph **a’’ above, plus a **short ficlder. "’

oo g
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RULE 4, SECTION 3

d. Slow Pitch with an Extra Player: Same as Slow Pitch in paragraph *‘c’’ above, plus an
**extra player’* who bats.

NOTE: Players of the team in the field may be stationed anywhere in fair territory, ex-
cept the catcher, who must be in the catcher’s box, and the pitcher, who must
be 1n a legal pitching position at the start of each pitch. When a pitch is
delivered without all defensive players n fair ternitory, an illegal pitch shall be
declared.

¢ Co-Ed defensive positioning shall include two males and two females in the outfield, two
males and two females in the infield, and one male and one female in the pitcher-catcher
positions. Once determining positions, the players must be stationed cn fair ground, ex-
cept the catcher as indicated in the *note”” above.

Sec. 3. DESIGNATED PLAYER (FP ONLY)

a. A designated player, referred to as a “*DP,"’ may be used for any player, provided it is
made known prior tothe start of the game, and his name is indicated on the lineup sheet or
score sheet as one of the nine hitters in the batting order. The starting DP may re-enter
one time, as long as he goes back into the posttion in the b» ng order that he occupied
when he left the game.

b. The starting player listed as the DP must remain in the same position in the batting order
for the entire game. The DF and his substitute or replacement can never play offense at
the same time.

¢. The DP may be subsututed for at any time, either by a pinch-hitter, pinch-runner, or the
defensive player being hit for. If the starting DP is replaced on offense by the person be-
ing hit for (number 10 on the batting order),or by a substitute, the DP is considered to
have left the game, and he may re-enter one time, as long as he returns to his original
position in the batting order. NOTE: a) If replaced by the person playing defense only,
this reduces the number of players from ten to nine. Ifthe DP does not re-enter, the game
can legally end with nine players, b) I the DP re-enters, he can play offense and defense
(continue with nine players), or he can bat ir: his original spot in the batting order, and the
defensive player returns to the number 10 position and plays defense only once again.

d. The DP may play defense at any position. Should the DP play defense for a player other
than the one for whom he is batting, that player will continue to bat, but not play defense,
and is not considered to have left the game. The DP may play defense for the person for
whom he is hitting (number 10 in batting order), and that person is considered to have left
the game, reducing the number of players from ten to nine. The person being hit for may
re-enter the game one time, cither 1n the number 10 spot in the batting order, or in the
DP’s position in the batting order NOTE: a) If returning to the #10 position, he wil again
play defense only, but can play any defensive position, b) If returning in the DP’s posi-
tion, he wil play offense and defense, and there will be only nine players on the batting

order.
NOTE- The name of the player for whom the DP is bating will he placed in the tenth
position in the scorebook.
) : D
S &l
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RULE 4, SECTION 4

PLAY (1) — In the fifth inning Jones comes into the game as a DP and 15 placed at the end
of the battng order RULING — lllegal. The DP must be announced prior to
the start of the game and his name entered on the starting lineup If one pch s
thrown to Jones, he 1s considered an illegal substtute for the plaver listed
number I on the batting order

PLAY (2) — At the beginming of the game, Jones 1s put into the ineup as a DP for Smuth, In
the third inning Smuth 15 injured and has to leave the game. Jones replaces
Smuh as shonstop. RULING — Legal The game can connnue with nine
players.

PLAY (3) — Jones begins the game at second base, but does not bat In the fourth nmng he
takes the place of Smith as the DP RULING — Legal The role of the DP 1s
termnated unnl Smuth (or Smith’s substitute) re-enters the game

PLAY (4) — Jones s the listed DP and batting third Sruth, the third baseperson 15 listed as
the DEFO Brown, the second baseperson ts batung seventh. In the third nn-
ing, Jones plays defense for Brown In the sixth inmng. the manager wants
Smuth 10 bat and tnserts him for Brown, who was battng only and the tem-
porary DP RULING — lllegal Brown was not the sta.ting DP. Smuith must
bat for Jones 1f the manager wants him to bat The umprre should correct this
at the nme of the change. If not caught at that nume, the violatton, when
brought 10 the anention of the umprre will be treated as an tllegal substitunion.
The stanter can report and re-enter legally.

Sec. 4. EXTRA PLAYER (SP ONLY)

a  nextra player, referred *o as an **EP"", is optional, but if one 1s used, 1t must be made
known prior to the start of the game, and be listed 1n the sconng sheet 1n the regular bat-
ung order If the EP 1s us*d. he must be used the enare game Failure to complete the
game with the EP results 1n 1urfeiture of the game.

The EP nust remain 1n the same position 1n the batting order for the ¢.itire game.

¢ If an EP is used, all eleven must bat and any ten can play defense. Defensive positions can
be changed, but the batting order must remain the same

d  The EP may be subsututed for at any time, either by a pinch-runner or pinch-hitter, who
then becomes the EP The substitute must be a player who has not yet been 1n the game.
The starting EP can re-enter.

¢ The EP 1s used i co-ed. all twelve (12) must be, and any ten (10) — five male and five
feniale — can play defense  Defensive positions can be changed as long as the following
ratio 1s used two male/two female 1n the outficld. two male/two female n the infield and
one male/one female as pitcher/catcher The batting crder must remain the same
throughout the game.

Sec. 5 RE-ENTRY — Any of the starting players, including a DP (FP ONLY) or an EP
(SP ONLY). may bc withdra vn and re-entered once, provided players occupy the same bat-
ting positions whenever in the hineup.

EXCEPTION When the defensive player bats for the DP (FP ONLY), the DP is temporarily
chminated.
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RULE 4, SECTION 6

NOTE: The original player and the substitute(s) cannot be 1n the lincup at the same
time.
a  Violation of the re-entry rule results in the ejection of both the manager and the illegal
player when the violation is brought to the attention of the umpire by the offended team.
b. Violation of the re-entry rule is handled as a protest which can be made anytime DURING
THE GAME. The protest need not be made prior to the next pitch, as described in Rule
11, Sec 4, however all play that occurred while the illegal re-entry was in the game will

stard.
NOTE* If the re-entry violanon also violates the unreported substitute ruling (Rule 4,
Sec. 7a), those penalties would also be in effect.
PLAY — Int the top half of the first inming with two outs, L. on fir st base, B4 (Smuth) 15

announced on the PA system. Just then the manager decides to subshtute
Jones. Jones strikes out In the third inming Smuth, who was announced 1n the
first inning, pinch-hits for Jones. RULING — Legal. Members of the starting
lineup may be withdrawn and re-entered one nme, provided they occupy the
same batting positions they held when originally in the lineup

Sec. 6, A TEAM MUST HAVE THE REQUIRED NUMBER OF PLAYERS PRE-
SENT TO START OR CONTINUE A GAME. Requirements are*
a. FastPitch-9 players.
b Fast Pirch with a designated player - 10 players If termnated as allowed 1n Sec 3¢, the
game can coatinue with 9 players.
c. Slow Pitch - 10 players.
d. Slow Pitch with an extra player - 11 players
¢ Co-Ed Slow Pitch — 10 players (five male and five female)
f. Co-Ed Slow Pitch with two extra players — 12 players (six male and six female)

PENAJ TY: Game is forfeited. [See Rule 5, Scc. 3{(7)]

NOTE: Players listed on the starting hineup and not available at game time may be
substitued for and re-entered under the re-entry rulc.

Sec. 7. A PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIALLY IN THE GAME WHEN HIS NAME
HAS BEEN ENTERED ON THE OFFICIAL SCORESHEET OR HAS BEEN AN-
NOUNCED: A substitute may take the place of a player whose name 1s 1n his team’s batting
order. The following regulations govern the substitution of players:

a  The manager or team representative of the team making the substitution shall immediate-
ly notify the plate umpire at the time a substitute enters The plate umpire shall then report
the change to the scorer prior to the next pitch. If the violation 1s discovered prior to a
pitch being made (legal or llcgal). there is no penalty, 2-d the illegal substitute shall be
declared legal.

The illegal subsutute is considered tn the game if a pitch has been made (fega! or iHegal)
OFFENS™ (1) If the illegal player is discovered while at bat, he 1s declared inchigible,
and 2 legal substitute assumes the ball and strike count. Any advance of baserunncrs
while the illegal batter 1s at bat is legal (2) If the illegal player 1s discovered after com-
~'=ting his turn at bat and prior to the next pitch, the illegal player is called out, 1s ruled
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RULE 4, SECTION 7

mneligible, and any advance of baserunners as a result of a walk or base hit by the illegal batter
1s nullified (3) If the illegal player is discovered after completing his turn at bat and after the
next pitch, the illegal player 1s ruled inehigible and any advance by baszrunners while the 1llegal
batter was at bat 1s legal DEFENSE (1) If the illegal player 1s discovered after he makes a
play and prior to the next pitch. the offensive team has the option of taking the result of the
play. or have the last batter go back to bat. assuming the ball and strike count prio: to the
discovery of the illegal player. and having all baserunners retum to the base they were prior to
the play The illegal player is ruled meligible (2) If the iilegal player 1s detected after a putchto
the next batter, all plays stand, but the illegal player 1s ruled ineligible

NOTE When the 1llegal substitute 1s ruled incligible. he 1s removed from the game. if he 15
discovered participating agamn after his removal, the game 1s declared a forfeit
(Rule 1, S:xc. 35).

The use of an illegal substitute or an melhigible player 1s handled as a protest by the ofiended team,
All other substitutes are considered 1 the game as descnbed in Rule 4, Sec 7b. If the team
manager or player n viciation nforms the umpire prior to the offended team's protest. tere 1s no
violation regardless of how long the player(s) was illegally 1n the game.

PLAY (1) —  Jones, a legal subsniute, enters the game in the third inning unreported. In the fifih
inning the opponents report this to the umpire. RULING. The player (Jones) ts im-
mediately removed All play by or on Jones 1s legal. A legal substitute must be
reported inio the game.

PLAY (2) —  Snuth reenters the game unreported in the fourth mning for his substitute Afier he
hus the ball and reazhes first base safely, ut 1s detected by the opponent and
reported to the umpre. RULING: Smith s called out, ruled ineligible and a legal
substitute must enter the game If a substiute is not available, the game 15 forfeited,

PLAY :3) —  Brown replaces Caner. a sirung player. in the third innung. Carter re-enters the
game in the sixth inning for Green, another starting player. Carter singles and the
opponents bring to the attention of the umpire that Carter’s re-entry was not
reported RULING: This is a violaton of the re-entry nule since Canter did not
replace his subsntute. Carter and his manager are ejected from the game

b Substitute players wil be considered in the game when announced to the plate umpire. A
player will not violate the substitution rule until one pitch is thrown.
(1) A batter, when he’s in the batter’s box
(2) A fielder, when he's in a defensive position.
(3) A runner, when on the base he 1s holding.
(4) A pitcher, when he’s near pitcher’s plate.
¢. Any player may be removed from the game during any dead ball.

PLAY (1) —  Jones is the starmng pucher In the top of the third inning, Smuth bats for Jones. In
the bottom of the third, Jones retuns to pitch RULING: Legal.

PLAY (2) —  Pucher Jones walks B3 and is replaced by Smith The offense substitutes B! for
B4, and before Smith throws one pitch, (a) Jones, the starting pucher. re-enters,
() Brown is substituted for Smith. RULING: Legal in both situations.

) .
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RULE S, secTioN 1

The pitcher no longer has . tch until the first batter facing hum has com-
pleted hus turn at bat. the side has been retired. or he has been removed from
the game,

d A player removed from the game by rule shall not partictpate n the g. .. except as
acoach.
EXCEPTION' The starung lineup may re-cnter one time. (See Rule 4. Sec 5)

RULE 5. THE GAME

Sec. 1. THE CHOICE OF THE FIRST OR LAST BAT IN THE INNING SHALL BE
DECIDED BY A TOSS OF A COIN, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED IN THE
RULES OF THE ORGANIZATION UNDER WHICH THE SCHEDULE OF GAMES
ISBEING PLAYED.

Sec, 2. THE FITNESS OF THE GROUND FOR A GAME SHALL BE DECIDED
SOLELY BY THE PLATE UMPIRE.

Sec.3. AREGULATION GAME SHALL CONSIST OF SEVEN INNINGS.

a A full scven inmings need not be played if the team second at bat scores more runs In six
innings, or before the third out 1n the last of the seventh inmng

b A game that 1s tied at the end of seven innings shall be continued by playing additional in-
mings; or until one side has scoted more runs than the other at the end of a complete 1n-
ning: or unti! the team second at bat has scored more runs 1n 1t"s half of the inmng before
the third out is made.

¢ A game called by the umpire shall be regulation if five or more complete innings have
been played. or if the tcam second at bat has scored more runs 11 four or more innings
than the other team has scored in five or more inmings The umpire 1s cmpowered to call a
game at any ime because of darkness, rain, fire. panic. or other causes which place the
patrons or players in peril For games catled prior to five complete innings, see Sec. 5g.

PLAY — At the end of the fourth inning. the score is Hl and V2 There is no score i the
Sirst half of the fifih, but in the last half H scores (a) | run; (b} two runs. In
ether case the game 15 called because of ram with onlv one or 1wo outs.
RULING — In euher case u 1s a regulation game In (af it 1s a e game. but all
recerds count. In (b) His the winner

d A regulauon tic game shall be declared if the score 1s equal when the game s called at the end of
five or more complete innings, or if the team second at bat has equaled the score of the first team
at bat 1n the mcomplete thing.

PLAY —~ In the last half of the sixth inning, with R1, R2. and R3 on third, second and
Sirst bases respectively, B4 hus a home run, 1ying the score 6-6. It then begins
1o rain heavily and eventually forces the umpire to call the game. RULING —
The game endsina 610 6 pie
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RULE S, secTION 4

¢. These provisions do not apply to any act: on the part of players cr spectators which might call
for forfeiture of the game The umpire may forfeit the game if anacked physically by any team
member OF spectator.

f. A forfeited game shall be declared by the umpire in favor of the team not at faw. 1 the sollow-
ing cases:

(1) If a team fails to appear on the field or, being on th field, refuses to begin a game for
which it 1s scheduled or assigned at the time scheduled, or withun a tim: set for forfertures
by the organization.

(2) If one side refuses to continue to play after the rame has begun, unless the game has been
suspended or terminated by the umpire.

PLAY — A game is called afier seven complete innings of play because the manager of the
visiting team ro longer wishes to play RULING — If weather permits, the game
shall not be terminated. The umpire shall forfeit the game to the home team by a
score of 7-0

(3) If, after play has been suspended by the umpire, one side fails to resume playing withn 2
munutes after the umpire has called *‘play ball.”

(4) If atcam employs tactics noticeably designed to delay or to hasten the game

(5) I, after warning by the umpire, any one of the rules of the game 1s willfully violated.

(6) If the order for the removal of a player is not obeyed within 1 minute.

(7) If, because of the removal of a player or players from the game by the umpire, or for any
reason, there are fewer than 9 (Fast Pitch), 10 (Fast Pitch with DP), 10 (Slow Pitch), 11
(Slow Pitch with EP), or 12 (Co-Ed Slow Pitch with 2 EPs) on either team
EXCEPTION If a team starts the game with a DP (FP ONLY) and the defensive player
bats for the DP (Rule 4, Sec 3c), the team can continue and end the game with nine
players, or the DP can re-enter, and the team will fish with ten players.

PLAY — A team starts a game with ten players in slow puch or nine plavers in fast puch, but
loses one plaver due 1o iyu~y and has no substitute to replace the iyured plaver.
RULING — The game is forfetted 1o the opponent A team may not continue a game
wuth fewer than the number of players requured to start the game

& Games that are not considered regulation, or regulation tie games, shall be resumed at the exact
point where they were stopped (For Championship play, see ASA Procedural Code 9 01(a)).

Sec. 4. THE WINNER OF THE GAME SHALL BE THE TEAM THAT SCORES

MORE RUNS IN A REGULATION GAME.

a  The score of a called regulation game shall be the score at the end of the last complete inning,
unless the team second at bar has scored more runs than the first tcam at bat in the incomplete
wning. In this case the score shall be that of the incomplete inning.

The score of a regulation tie game shall be the tie score when the game was termunated,

c. The score of a forferted game shall be 7-0 1n favor of the team not at fault.

Sec. 5. ONE RUN SHALL BE SCORED EACH TIME A BASERUNNER I.LEGALLY
TOUCHES FIRST BASE, SECOND BASE, THIRD BASE, AND HOME PLATE
BEFORE THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING.,
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RULE S, SECTION 6

Sec, 6. A RUN SHALL NOT BE SCORED IF THE THIRD OUT OF THE INNING
IS ARESULT OF:
a. The batter-runner being put out before legally touching first base.
b. A baserunner being forced out due to the batter becoming a baserunner

NOTE: If there is no force out and a run scores prior to a paserunner being called out
on atime play, the run will count.

PLAY (I) — RI is on third base, and R2 15 on first base with two outs. Batter hits ground
ball to F4 who chases R2 back toward first base and tags hum (q) before Ri
scores, (b) after Rl scores. RULING — Run does not count in (a) or (b) since
the third out was a force out.

PLAY (2) — With one out and runners on second base and third base, the batter flies out for
the second out. The runner on third base tags up after the catch, but the runner
on second base does not. The runner on third base crosses the plate before an
appeal is made at second base. RULING — The run will count as this is a time
play and not a force out. If the runner crosses home plate after the appeal. the
run would not count.

¢ (FP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitcher releases the ball 1o the batter.
(SP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitched ball reaches home plate or |
before the pitched ball 1s batted

Sec. 7. NO SUCCEEDING RUNNER SHALL SCORE A RUN WHEN A
PRECEDING RUNNER HAS BEEN DECLARED THE THIRD OUT OF AN INNING.

PLAY (1) — One out, RI on thurd base and R2 on second base. Batter huts a Ay ball which
is caught by F7. R1 tags up and leaves his base before the fly ball is touched by
F7 R2 scores after tagging up and legally leaving his base. Appeal is made ai
third base, and umpire declares Rl out. RULING — Three outs, no runs
score

PLAY (2) — Two ows, Rl on third base, R2 on second base, and R3 on first base. Batter
tuts ball over the fence for a home run. Rl fails 1o touch home plate, but R2,
R3, and n1e batter-runner touch all bases in regular order, including home plate. An
appeal 1s made on RI at home plate. Umpire declares RI out. RULING — No runs
score.

Sec, 8. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE AND THE BATTER OR
BASERUNNER IN AN INNING, Umpires shall not permit any such conferences i excess
of one in an inning.

PENALTY: Ejection of manager or coach who insists on another charged conference.

Sec. 9. HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY). A limit of over-the-fence home
runs will t2 used in all Men's and Co-Ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence 1 a
game by a team in excess of the limitations wtll be ruled on as shown:

) ..
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RULE 6. secTiON 1 7P

Super Classification — Unhimited

Major Classification — Twelve (12) Excess 15 ruled a foul ball, and if the (oul ball 15 a
third strike, the batter is out

Class **A"* Classification — Six (6). Excess 1f ruled a foul ball, and if the foul ball 1s a

third strike, the batter 1s out.

Class **B** Classification — Three (3). Excess rules the batter out

Co %d Classification — Three (3) Excess rules the batter out.

Marters Classification — Three (3). Excess rules the batter out.

Class **C** Classification — One (1). Excess rules the batter out.

Class **D** Classification — (0) The batter 15 out for any over-the-fence home run hit,

MOTE Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence 1n fair
terntory, should be declared a four base award and shall v be included 1n the totat
of over-the-fence home runs.

PLAY (1} —  Bases loaded with two on. 5 Class ‘A’ slow pitch tournament with a five (5) heime
run limir Team ‘A’ has h t four, and batter 34 huts a home run out of the ball park.
He deliberately nusses 23, and afier !l runs have scored, Team ‘B’ appeals B4 for
mussing 2B Ti.e umpire ralls B4 out. Does the home run count towards the five
home run limit? RULING: Yes. Wrether the runner B4 intennonally or uninten-
tionally nussed 2B th:c home run would count. Anyime a nur. scores, the home run
will count. If the runner B4 missed IB, the home run would not count if the ap-
pealed out was the third of the inming.

PLAY (2) —  Runner RI on 2B wath one out. Class ‘A’ slow pitch toumament with swx (6) home
run linutation. Team ‘A’ has hit five, and batter B4 hits a long fly ball 10 F8 in
centerfield. F8 catches the ball and throws it over the fence in order for team ‘A’ to
have sic home run limit RULING: This would be a legal catch, and if fewer than
o outs and other runziers on base, the umpires should award all runners two
bases for throwing the ball intentionally out of play. It would not count toward the
home run lirait.

RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Fast Pitch) _|

Sec, 1. PRELIMINARIES. Before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitc”er shali comp* ' with

the followir

a. Heshw.  xea position with his pivot foot on the pitcher’s plate and his non-pivot foot on or
behind the pitche~'s plate Bods feet must be on the ground within the 24-inch length of the pit-
cher’s plate. His shoulders shall be in line with first and third bases. The hands shall be
separated. The ball can be in the glove or pitching hand.

b.  While in the position described in **a** above, he shall take the signal from the catcher.

¢ After completing *'b*" above, he shall hold the ball in both hands for not less thar. I second and
not more than 10 seconds before 1¢eleasing the ball.

PLAY — Pucher takes a sigral while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate but not on
the plate. He then assumes legal pitcking sesition for I second and puitches the ball.
RULING — lllegal pitch. The pitcher must take the signal while legally in contact

with the pitcher’s plate.

& "he pitcher shall not be considered m pitching postion unless the catcher is in position to

l: l Caoeive the pitch.
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RULE 6, SECTION 2 (FP)

¢ The pi* “her may not take the pitching position on or near the pitcher's plate without hav-
ing the pall in his possession.

NOTE: To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. **NO PITCH'’ shall be
declared if the pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in sard position.

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when one har s taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any
motion that 1s part of his windup.

a. In the act of delivering the ball, the pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must
be forward, toward the batter, and simultaneous \ ‘ith the delivery of the ball to the batter.
(**Toward the batter"” is interpreted as within the 24-inch length of the pitcher’s plate.)

b. Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher's plate 1s illegal.

NOTE: It is not a step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcher’s plate, provided
contact is maintained with the »late.

PLAY (1) — The pitcher siands on the right side of the pitcher’s plate v .th both Seetn legal
contact. He takes a step with his non-pivot foot toward third base so that the
entire foot lands to the right of the outside of the pitcher’s plate. RULING —
Illegal Pirch.

PLAY (2) — The pitcher stands with two feet on the piching rubber and takes the signal.
He then steps or shides be-k with the non-pivot joot (a) while hi. hands are
separated, (b) while his hands are together. RULING — (a) legal and (b) il-
legal. Because his step with the non-pivot foot must be forward, a step back
mus* be completed prior 10 the start of the pitch as described in Rule 6, Sec. 2.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.
a. The release of the ball and follow through of the hand and wrist must be forward and past
the straight line of the body.
b The hand shall be below the hip, and the wrist not farther from the body than the elbow.
¢. The pitch is completed with a step toward the batter.
d. The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher’s box when the pitch 1s released.

PLAY — A pitch is delivered with the catcher outside the boundaries of the catcher's
box. RULING — llle 2al Pirch.

¢. The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, except after a
strikeout or a putout made by the catcher.

EXCEPTION" Sec 3e does not apply when (a) a batter becomes a baserunner, (b) there are
runners on base, or () a foul ball is ficlded close to the foul line by the catcher who throws to
firstbase for a possible out.

PLAY — Bases are empty, and the batter has a count of no balls and one strike. On the
next pitch the batter hits a foul ball which the caicher retrieves and throws to
the third baseman. RULING — A ball is awarded 10 the batter, and the count

Q becomes one ball and two strikes.
ERIC i o
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RULE 6, SECTION 4 (FP)

f The pitcher has 20 seconds to release thz next pitch after receiving the ball from the
catcher.

Sec. 4. THE PITCHLR MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING:
a  He does not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat-
ter.
b. He does not use a rocker action in which. after having the ball in both hands in the pitch-
ing position. he removes one hand from the ball. takes a backward and forward swing.
and retusns the ball to both hands in front of the body.
He does not use a windup in which there 1s a stop or reversal of the forward motion
He does not make two revolutions of the arm on the windmill pitch A pitcher may drop
his arm to the side and to the rear before starting the windmill motion
e He loes not continue to wind up after taking the forward step which 1s stmultaneous with
the release of the ball.

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL OR
BOUNCE THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PRE-
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pitch-out for the purpose of mtentionally
walking a batter is not considered an illegal pitch (Refer to note following Rule 8. Sec. 2c).

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURIMNG THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE
BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER
APPLY A FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of
the umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a sweat-
band. bracelet. or similar-type item on the wrst or forearm of the pitching arm.

a o

PLAY — Pucher with tape on pitching hand RULING — Ilegal. Must remove tape or
be replaced

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive
players. except the catcher who must be in the catcher 's box. are posttioned in fair territory

NOTE It1s an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position 1n the batter's hinc of vision or.
with deliberate unsportsmanhke witent. acts 1n a manner to distract the batter
A pitch does not have to be released. The offended player shall be ejected
fro n the game. and an illegal pitch shall be declared

EFFECT — Sec 1-7 Any infraction of Sec 1-7 is an illegal pitch. with the exception of Sec
3e. which is covered separately The ball 1sdead A ball is called on the batter. Baserunners
arc entitled to advance one base without liability to be putout If an illegal pitch hits the | u1-
ter. the batter 15 awarded first base

EXCEPTION If the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the batter. and if the batter
tits the ball and reaches first base safely. and if all baserunners advance at least one basc on
the action resulting from the batted ball. the play stands. and the illegal pitch 1s nullified.

NOTE An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called
by the plate umpire. 1t shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the bat-
y ter will hear it The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal.
v
L
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RULE 6, SECTION 8 ¥P)

If called by tt < bas= umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall
hear it. The base umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal, Faiture of
players to hear the call shall not vod it

Sec. 8. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ! MINUTE MAY BE USED TO
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN FIVE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER
TEAMMATE. Play shall be suspended during this time. For excessive warm-up pitches, a
pitches shall be penaiized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of five.

PLAY — 81 repiaces F1. How many throws are permitt 1for s warm-up? RULING —
Five. The umpire 1s authorized to allow more throws, however, when the
weather is inclement; or when F1 is removed because of an injury, and S1 did
not have time to warm up before entering.

Sec. 9. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE DVRiNG A LIVE
BALL WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE AF{ER
HE HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION.

EFFECT — Sec. 9: Iliegal pitch, the balt 1s dead, a ball is called on the batter, and all runners
advance one base If the throw from the pitcher’s plate 1s during a hive ball appeal play, the
appeal is cancelled.

NOTE: The pitcher can remove himself from the pitching position by stepping
backwards off the pitcher’s plate. Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an
illegal oitch.

Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:
The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play
The pitcher attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken position or when
the batter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch.
The runner is cal'ed out for leaving the base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch.
The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been
declared and the ball is dead.

EFFECT — Sec. I0a-d* The ball is dead, and all subsequent action on that pitch is
cancelled.

¢. NO PLAYER, MANAGER, OR COACH SHALL CALL TIM: EMPLOY ANY
OTHER WORD OR °PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS
ALIVE AND IN PLAY’ FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE
HTCHER COMMIT AN I' LFGAL PITCH.

EGFECT — Sec. 1Ge **No pitch” shall be declared, and a warning issued to the of-
fending team A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result in the offender be-
ng removed from the game.

o

a0

PLAY — Pucher 1s in his windup when the batter, in an attempt to have the pitcher com-
mit an illegal pitch, raises his hand as if to request time. Pitcher stops his
windup. RULING — No pitch shall be declared.

)
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RULE 6, sEcTiON 11 (MOD FP)

Sec. 11. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OCR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The sccond charged conference shall
result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching posttion for the remainder of the game.

Sec. 12, IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER’S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP
OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THf. BATTER, THE
BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE AT THEIR
OWN RISK.

RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Modified)

Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES. Before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitchzr shall comply with
the following:

a He shall take a position with both feet on the grourd and 1n contact with the pitcher’s plate.
Both feet must be within the 24 inch length of the pitcher’s plate His shoulders shall be in line
with first and third bases The hands shall be separated The ball can be 1n the glove or the pit-
ching hand.

b. While in the position described 1n **a”" above, he shall take the signal from the catcher.

¢ **_ rcompleting "'b" above, he shall hold the ball in both hards for not less than 1 second and
not more than 10 seconds before releasing the ball

PLAY — Pucher 1akes a signal while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher’s plate but not on
the plate He then assumes legal pitching position for 1 second and pitches the ball.
RULING — lMllegal pitch. The pitcher must take the signal while legally in contact
with the pitcher s plate

d  The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher 1s 11 position to
receive the pitch.

¢ The pitcher may not take the pitching position on or i.ar tlie pitcher’s plate without having the
ball in hus possession.

NOTE To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should raise
onc hand with the palm facing the pitcher **NO PITCH"' shall be declared if the
pitcher pitches while the umpare has his hand 1n said positton.

Sec, 2, THE PITCH starts when one hand 1s taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any motion
that 1s part of his windup.

a In the act of delivering the ball, the pitcher shatl not take more than one step, which must
be forward, toward the battcr, and simultancous with the delivery of the ball to the batter.
("*Toward the batter’ 1s interpreted as within the 24-inch length of the pitcher’, plate.)

b. Pushing off with the pivo foot from a place other than the pitcher’s plate 1s tllegal.

NOTE Itis not a step if the pitcher shides his foot across the pitcher’s plate, provided con-
tact 1s maintained with the plate.

O
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RULE 6, SECTION 3 (MOD rP)

" PLAY(1) —  The pitcher siands on the right side f the putcher s plate with both feet in legal con-
tact He takes a step with ns non-pivot foot toward third base sa that the ennire Joor
lands 1o the nght of the aurside of the pucher’s plate RULING — lllegal Puch.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO THE

BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION.

a  The release of the ball must be on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past the hip The
release must have a complete smooth follow through, with no abrupt stop of the arm near the
hip.

b The ball must not be outside the pitcher's wrist at the top of the bachswing, and dunng the
complete forward delivery

¢ On the forward swing of the pitching arm. the elbow must be locked at the pommt ¢ ...ase. and
the driving hip, must be square to home plat= when the ball 1s released

d. The pitcher’s palm may be pointing downward upon delivery

e The pitchis completed with a step toward the batter

f  The catcher must be wathin the lines of the catcher's box wher the pitch s relcased

PLAY — A puch is delivered wuh the catcher owside the boundartes of the catcher's box
RULING — Hlegal Puch,

g The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher atter each pech. except atter a strikeou,
ora putout made by the catcher

L. "CEPTION' Sec 3g does not apply when (a) 4 batter becomes a baserunner, (b) there are run-
nersonbase.or (c)au 1l ball s ficlded close to the fou] line by the catcher who throws to first base
for a possible out

h' The pitcher has 20 scconds te release the 1 2xt patch after receving the ball from the cat.her

PLAY — Bases are empty, and the batter has a cownt of one sinke and no bulls On e next
pitch, the baner uts a foul ball which the catcher retnieves and throws 1o the third
baseman RULING — A bail 1s awarded 10 the batter and the count becomes two
straes and one ball.

Sec.d. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANV WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING:
a  Hedoes not make any motion to pitch wichout immeduately delwering the ball to the batter
b He does not use a rocker action 1n which. afier having the ball m both hands i e pitching
position, he removes one hand from the tall. takes a backward and forward swing. and returns
the ball toboth hands 1n front of the t Xy
He does not use a windup in which there 1va stop or reversal o.” the forward motion
He may take the ball behind the back on the backswing
¢ Hemay not use a windm! or slingshot type pitch nor may a complete revolution be made in
the delivery.

[~}

NOTE: A “lingshot”" type pitch s defined as turning the body towand fir! of third base.
and bending the elbow duning the backswing

Q . (\ N
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RULE 6, SECTION 5 (MOD Fp)

f.  He does not continue to wind up after taking the forward step, which is simultaneous with the
release of the ball.

Sec, 5, THE PITC AER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL OR BOUNCE
THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE
BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pitch oat for the purpose of intentionally walkng a batter is
not considered an illegal pitch. (Refer to note following Ruie 8, Sec. 2¢).

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE
BALL, THE PITCHING HAND OR FINGERS, NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER
APPLY A FUREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL, Under the supervision and contrul of the
umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The prtcher shall not wear a sweatband,
bracelet or similar type ttem on the wnst or forearm of the pitching arm.

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive players, ex-
cept the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, are positioned in fair territory.

NOTE It 15 an tllegal pitch 1f a fielder takes up a position in the batter’s Iine of viston or,
with deliberate unsportsmanlike mtent, act 1n a manner to distract the batter A
pitch does not have to be released The offended player shall be ejected from the
game and an tllegal pitch shall b= declared

EFFECT — Sec !-7: Any infractuion of Sections 1-7 15 an illegal pitch, with the exception of Sec-
tton 3f, whict 15 covered separately. The ball1s dead A ball 1s called on the batter Baserunners
are entitled to sdvance one base without hiability to be putout If an 1llegal pitch luts the batter, the
batter is awa ded first base.

EXCEPTION If the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the batter, and, 1f the batter hits
the ball a «d reaches first base safely, and if all baserunners advance at least one base on the action
resulting from the batted ball, the play stands and the illegal pitch 1s nulhfied.

NOTE An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes tllegal 1f called by the
plate umpire, 1t shatl be called in a voice so that the catcher and the batter will hear
1t The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal If called by the base
umpire, 1t shall be called so that the ncarest fielder shall hear it. The base umpire
shall also gi. < the delayed dead ball signal Failure of players to hear the call shall
not void the call.

Sec. 8, AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE MINUTE MAY BE USED TO
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN FIVE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM-
MATE, Play shall be suspended during this time For excessive warm-up pitches, a pitcher shatl
te penalized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch i excess of five.

PLAY — S1 replaces F1. How many throws are pernutted for his warm-up” RULING —
Five, however, the umpre 1s authonzed to allow more throws when the weather is
wclement or Fl was removed because of an tyury and S1 did not has 2 ume to
warm up before enterng
b’ -
L
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RULE 6, SECTION 9 »MOD FP)

Sec, 9. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE DURING A LIVE BALL
WHILE HIE FOOT IS IN CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER’S PLATE AFTER HE HAS
TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION,

EFFECT — Sec 9- Tllegal pitch, the ball is dead, a ball 1s called on the batter and al! runners ad-
vance one base If the throw from the pitcher’s plate s during a hive ball appeal play, th2 appeal s
cancelled
NOTE: The pitcher can remove himself from the pitching position by stepping backwards
off the pitcher's plate Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an illegal pitch It
15 an tllegal pitch if a ficlder takes up a position in the batter's line of vision or, with
del berate unsportsmanlike intent, act m a manner to distract the batter A pitch
does not have to be released,
Sec, 10, NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLAR*D WHEN:
The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play.
The prrcher attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken position or s off
balance as a result of a previous pitch,
The runner 1s called out for leaving the base prior to the pitcher releasing the putch.
The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a E)ul ball has been
declared and the ball is dead.

EFFECT — Sec 10ad The ball s dead and all subsequent action on that pitch 15 cancelled
e NO PLAYER, MANAGER OR COACH SHALL CALL “TIME,” EMPLOY ANY

OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS ALIVE

AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE PITCHER

COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH.

EFFECT — Sec 10 No pitch shall be declared and a warming 1ssued to the offending tecam A

repeat of this type act by the tean wamed shall result in the offender being removed from the

game,

PLAY — Pitcher 1s 1n his windup when the batter, in an attempt 10 have the prcher commt

an illegal puch, raises his hand as if to request “'time " Pucher stops his windup
RULING — No putch shall be declared.

Sec. 11, THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall
result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the game.

Sec. 12, IF THE BALL SLI~S FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP
OR DURING THE BACKSWING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BATTER, THE
BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE AT THEIR
OWN RISK,

RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Slow Pitch)

Sec, I, THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON
THE GROUND AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH, BUT NOT
OFF THE SIDE OF, THE PITCHER’S PLATE, While the pivot foot 1s 1n contact with the pit-
cher's platc and throughout the delivery, both the pivot anc non-pivot foot must be within the
length of the pitcher s plate when on the ground or on the pitcher’s plate.

a  Prelinunary to pitching, the pitcher must come 10 a full and complete stop with the ball m front
of the body. The front of the body must face the barter.

b This position must be maintained at least | second and not more than 10 seconds before starting
t{\c delivery.
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RULE 6, SECTION 2 (SP)

¢. The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher 1s 1n position to
receive the pitch.

NOTE- To ndicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. **NO PITCH'’ shall be
declared 1f tne pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position.

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that s part of his windup
after the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may be used The pivot foot
must rema-n 1n contact with the pitcher*s plate unul the pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step
15 taken, 1t can be forward or BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the
pitching plate when the ball is eleased and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96cm) of the
pitcher's plate and simultaneous with the refease of the ball.

PLAY -- F1 has both feet on the pitching plate. He removes one foot by stepping
backward and .imultaneous pitches ball 10 Bl. Bl does not swing at the pitch.
RULING — Legal pitch. A siep with the free foot is not required in slow pitch,
but if one 15 1aken, it can be forward or backward as long as the pivot foot re-
mains in contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released.

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTICN.

PLAY (1) — The pitcher comes to a 2-second stop, 1akes the ball in iis pitching hand over
the top of his head, comes down and around in a windmiil-type aciion, and
releases the ball the first time past the hip. RULING — Legal. A windmill
delvery is legal if the ball 15 released the first time past the hip, and all osher
aspects of the pitching rule are followed.

PLAY (2) — The pitcher releases the ball during a prich with his palm on top of the ball and
wath the ball facing the ground. RULING — Legal.

a The pr*~h shali be released at a moderate speed The speed 1s left entirely up to the judge-
ment of the umpire The umpire shall warn the pitcher who dehivers a pitch with excessive
speed If the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the
pitcher"s position for the remainder of the game.

PLAY — After one warning, F1 again delivers a pitch with excessive speed. Plate um-
pire orders that F1 must be removed from the game. Manager attempts to
change F1 1o an outfield position, but umpire rules that the pitcher cannot par-
ncipate in any posicion for the remainder of the game. RULING — Illegal. F1
shall be removed from the pitching position for the remainder of the game but
may participate in the game in any other position.

b. The Faad shall be below the hip.

¢. The ball must be delivered witn a perceptible arc, and reach a height of at least 6 fect
(1.83 m) from the ground while not exceeding a maximum height of 12 feet (3 66 m)
from the ground.

PLAY — Prtcher releases ball on a pitch to the batter and the ball reaches a height of 15 feet
before beginning its downward flight toward the plate. RULING — Illegal Pitch.
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RULE 6, SECTION 4 (sP)

d. The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher's box until the pitched ball ts batted or
reaches the catcher’s box.

¢. The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, excepr after a
strikesut or putout made by the catcher.,

EFFECT — Sec. 3e: An additional ball 1s awarded to the batter.

f. The pitcher has 20 seconds to release the next putch after recerving the ball from the
catcher.

PLAY — Rl on first base. Count on bater is no balls and one stnke. Batter hits a foul
ball which the catcher retrieves and gives to the umpire. The umpire gives the
carcher a new ball which he throws o the first baseman RULING — A ball is
awarded to the batter In slow pitch the rule applies regardless of whether or
not runners are on base.

Sec.4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDING:

a. He does not make any motior to pitch vithout immediately delivering the ball to the bat-
te:.

b. His windup s a continuous motion.

¢ Hedoes not use a windup in which there 1s a stop or reversal of the pitching motion.

d. Hedelivers the ball toward home plate on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past
the hip.

e. Hedoes not continue to wind up after he releases the ball,

f. Hedoes not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs.

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE BALL, THE
PITCHING HAND OR FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY A
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the um-
pire. powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or
similar tyre tem on the wrist or forearm of the pitching am.

PLAY ‘l) —  Pitcher withtape on pitching hand. RULING — Legal Slow Puch pitchers can
wear sweat bands on the p’tching arm and have tape on the hand or fingers of
the pitching hand.

PLAY (2) — The pucher, holding the ball in his glove hand, delivers the puch from the
3love hand. RULING — Illegal pitch. He must deliver the ball with his bare
* hand.

Sec. 6. AT T BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO
DELIVER NCT MOPE THAN THREE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER
TEAMMATE. Play shall o~ suspended during this time. For excessive warm-up pitches, a
pitcher shall be penalized by .warding a ball to the batter for each pitch in excess of three.

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE
BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BAT-
TER IS OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH.

Q )
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RULE G, SECTION 8 (sp)’

NOTE Itss an illegal pitch if a ficlder takes a positiun 1n the batter’s line of vision or.
with deliberate unsportsmanitke intent. act in a manner to distract the batter A
pitch does not have to be released. The offending player shall be ejected from
the game. and an illegal pitch shall be de -lared.

EFFECT — Sec 1-7 Any infraction of Sec 1-71s an illegal puch A ball ~hall be called on
the batter. Baserunners are not advanced.

EXCEPTION If a batter strikes at an;, illegal pitch, it shall be a strike and there shall be no
penalty for such an 1llegal pitch The ball shall remain i play if hit by the batter. If an illegal
pitch is called during an appeal play. the appeal is cancelled.

NOTE An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. Ir called
by the plate umpir=, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the bat-
ter will hear it The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal If
called by the basc umprre. it shal. > called so that the nearest ficlder shail hear
it. The base umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal Failure of
players to hear the call shall not void it -

Sec.8. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:
The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play.
The runner is called out for leaving the base before the pitched ball reaches home plate.
¢ The pitcher pitches before the baserunner has retouched his tase after a foul ball has been
declared and the ball is dead
d THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP OR
DURING THE BACKSWING.

EFFECT — Sec 9a-d The ball 1s dead. and all subscquent action on that pitch 1s cancell-
ed.

e. NO PLAYER. MANAGER. OR COACH SHA.L CALL TIME. EMPLOY ANY
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE. OR COMM\T ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PLRPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE
PITCHER COMMIT AN LLEGAL PITCH.

EFFECT — Sec 9¢ **No pitch™" shall be declared. and a warning shall be 1ssued to the
offending tcam A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result in the offender
being removed from the game.

PLAY — Refer 16 the play following Rule 6, Sec 10¢ Effect (Fast Puch)

Sec. 9. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETVWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference
shall result in the removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the
game.

o
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RULE 6. PITCHING (16-Inch Slow Pitch)

Sec, 1, THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY
ON THE GROUND, AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH, BUT
NOT OFF THE SIDE OF, THE PITCHER’S PLATE,

a  Preliminary to pitching, the pitcher must cometo a full and complete stop, with the ball in
front of the body. The front of the body must face the batter.

b This position must be maintained at léast I second and not more than 10 seconds before
starting the delivery.

¢ The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless the catcher 1s in posttion to
receive the pitch.

NOTE: To indicate to the pitcher that he may not start the pitch, the umpire should
raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. **“NO PITCH'* shall be
declared 1f the pitcher pitches while the umptie has tus hand in said positien.

Sec, 2, THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that 1s part of his windup
after the required pause Prior to the required pause, any windup may be used. Che pivot foot
must remain in contact with the pitchers plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand Ifa step
is taken, 1t can be forward or BACKWARD, provided the pivot foot is 1n contact with the pit-
ching plate when the ball is released and the step is within the 24 inches (60.96 cm) of the pit-
cher’s plate and simultaneous with the release of the ball.

PLAY — FI has both feet on the puching plate. Fl removes one Soot by stepping
backward and then pitches ball to Bl. Bl does not swing at the pitch. RULING
— Legal pitch A step with the free foot is not required n slow putch, but if one
is taken, it can be forward or backward as long as the pivot foot remains in
contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released.

Sec, 3, A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO
THE BATTER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION,
a  The pitch shall be released at a moderate speed The speed 1s left entirely upto the judge-
ment of the umpire  The umpire shal? warn the pitcher who dehivers a pitch with excessive
speed If the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the
[i_nlt,chcr's posttion for the remainder of the game :
e hand shall be below 1ve huip
The ball must be delivered with a perceptible arc and reacha height of at east 6 feet (1.83
m) frodm the ground, while not exceeding a maxrmum height of 12 feet (3 66 m) from the
ground.
d  The catcher must be within the lines of the catcher®s box until the pitched ball1s ba .ed or
rcaches the catcher*s box.
¢ The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, except after a
strikeout or putout made by the catcher.
EFFECT — Sec. 3e: Anadditional ball is awarded to the batter.

NOTE- Rule 6, Scc 3e does not apply when a batter becomes a baserunner or when
there are runners on base

f Thepitcher has 20 seconds to rel=ase the next pitch.

PLAY — With Rl on third base, the catcher hrows 1o FS 1o pic iff the runner after the
pitch (a) The runner Rl is tagged out. (b) the ball is overthrown and goes into

left field. RULING — In (a) the runner Rl 1s out. In (b) the ball s dead. and
RI must retum to third base.

Sec, 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE TWO HESITATION PITCHES BEFORE THE
MANDATORY DELIVERY TO HOME PLATE IF HE SO DESIRES, Except ona pick
off by the pitcher, the pitcher may use any windup destred, providing.

oy
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RULE 6, SECTION 5 (16” SP)

a. His windup ic a continuous i~otion.

b. Hedoes not use a windup 1n wh-ch there 1s a stop or reversal of the forward motion
c. Hedoes not continue to wind up after he releases the ball.

d. Hedoes not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs.

NOTE. A throw to a base is not considered a hesuanon pitch, however, a fake to a
base is regarded as a hesitation pich.
PLAY — The pitcher (a) makes one hesuaiion puch, throws 1o first base 1o try to pick off

the runner, and when the ball is returned, makes another hesuction pich prior
to puching; (b) makes two hesuation puches, and as the runner 1akes off for
2B, he walks off the pitcher's plate toward the runner, (c) makes two hesuanon
puches, and as the runner takes off for 2B, he steps back off the pitcher s plate
and throws to 2B 1o pick off the run.ier; (&) throws 10 1810 pick off the runner,
but the ball 1s overthrown and either stays in play or goes out of play. RUL-
ING. (a) Leg il, (b) lllegal pitch, ic) lllegal puch. (d) The ball i< dead if over-
thrown out of play, however if overthrown and the ball remains in play, the
Zall remains live and the runner(s) can be played on No advance is legal
owever.

Sec, 5, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL, OR
BOUNCE THE BALL WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION IN ORDER TO PRE-
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT.

Sec, 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANYTIME DURING THE GAME, BE
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCES UPON THE BALL, THE PIT-
CHING HAND OR FINGERS, NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY A
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the um-
pire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The pitcher shall not wear a bracelet or
similar type item on the wrist or forearm of the pitching arm.

PLAY (1) —  Pitcher with tape on puching hand. RULING — Legal.

Sec, 7. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN 1 MINUTE MAY BE USED TO
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER
TEAMMATE, Play shall be suspended during this tme For excessive warm-up pitches, a
pitcher shall be penalized by awarding a ball to the batter for each pitch i excess of three

Sec, 8, THE PITCHER MAY ATTEMPT TO PICK A RUNNER OFF BASE EVEN
WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN CONTACT V'ITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE, As stated 1n
Rule 6, Sec. 4, the pitcher 1s allowed only two hesitatron pitches

Sec, 9, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE
BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR IS OFF BALANCE
AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH,

EFFECT — Sec. 1-9: Any infraction of Sec 1-91s an illegal pitch, and the ball 1s dead A
ball shall be called on the batter, and baserunners may not advance.,

EXCEPTION. If a batter strikes at any 1ll=gal pitch, it shall be a strike and there shall be no
penaltv for such an illegal pitch The ball shall remain in play 1f hit by the batter If an 1llegal
pitch 1s called during an appeal play, the =ppeal 1s cancelled,

NOTE. An illegal pitch shall be called when 1t becomes illegal If called by the plate
umpire, it shall be called 1n a voice so that the catcher and batter will hear 1t
The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If catled by the
base umpire, 1t shali be calied so that the nearest ficlder shall hear it The base
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RULE 6, SECTION 10 16” sp)

umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal Failure of players to hear
the call shall not void it.

Itis an itlegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter’s hine of vision or,
with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter.
A pitch does not have to be released.

Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN:

a. The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play.

b The pitcher pitches before the baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been
dectared and the ball is dead.
EFFECT — Sec 9a-b The ball 1s dead, and ail subsequent action on that pitch 1s cancell-
ed.

¢ NO PLAYER, MANAGER. OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME, EMPLOY ANY
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE CBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH.
EFFECT — Sec 9c¢' **No pitch’” shall be declared, and a warning shall be issued to the
offending team A repeat of this type act by the team warned shall result 1n the offender
being removed from the game.

Sec. 11. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BiiTWEEN
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT
WITH EACH AND EVERY PITCHER IN AN INNING. The sccond charged conference
shall result in the removal of the pitcher from the prtching position for the remainder of the
game.

Sec, 12. IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER’S HAND DURING HIS
WINDUP OR DURING THE BACKSWING, THE BALL WILLBE INPLAY.

RULE 7. BATTING

Sec. 1. THE BATTER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN THE LINES OF
THE BATTER'S BOX.
a  The batter shall not have his entire foot touching the ground completely outside the lines
of the batter’s box. or any part of his foot touching home plate when the ball is hit.
b The batter shall not step directly across in front of the catcher to the other batter’s box
while the pitcher is in position ready to pitch.
¢. Thebatter shall not enter the batter’s box withan 1llegal bat.

PLAY — Barter huts ball for a single with (a) a bat 35 inches long, or (b) a basebull bat.
RULING — In both cases the bats are illegal The batter is called out, ard
each runner is returned 10 the base he occupied at the start of the pucl..

EFFECT — Sec la-c The ball is dead, the batter is out, and baserunners may NOT ad-
vance.

o b3
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RULE 7, SECTION 2

d. The batter shall not enter the batter’s box with an altered bat.
FFFECT — Sec 1d. The ball 15 dead. the batter 1s out, and, without warr+ng, 1s removed from
further participation 1n the game: and baserunners may not .dvance.

PLAY — REFERTORULE 1, SEC. 1

¢ The batter mus: take his position within 10 seconds after the urrpire has called **play ball **
EFFECT — Sec. {c. The ball is dead. The batter 1s out.

NOTE (SP ONLY}) This does not pertawn to an imjured EP 1 a team has only 11 players
and one cannot bat, the game 1s forfeited

f  The batter must have both fect completely with:i ine hines of the battes™s box prior to the start
of the pitch  He may touch the hines, but no part of his foot may be outside the lines prior to the
pitch.

»NOTE The umpre should hold up the pitch untif the batter 1s within the hines

Sec. 2. EACH PLAYER OF THE SIDE AT BAT SHALL BECOME A BATTER IN

THE ORDER IN *VHICH 1'1S NAME APPEARS ON THE LINEUP CARD.

a  The batting order of each team must be on the hneup card and must be delivered before the
game by the manzger or captain to the plate umpire The plate umpire shall submt it to the n-
spection of the manager or captain of the opposing team.

b The batting order delivered to the umpire must be followed throughout the game unless a
player is replaced by a substitute When this occurs, the substitute must take the place of the
removed player in the batting order.

¢ The first batter 1n each inning shall be the batter whuse neme follows that of the last player who
completed a turn at bat in the preceding inning.

EFFECT — Sec 2b-c Batung out of order 1s an appeal play which may be made by the

manager, .dyer. or coach of the defensive tcam only The defensive team forfeits its nght to

appeal batting out of order when all infielders (including the mitcher) have left their normal
postitions (cross the foul line).

(1) If the error 15 discovered while the incorrect batter 1s at bat. the correct battcr may tahe his
place and legally assume any balls and strikes Any runs scored or bases run while the
incorrect batter was at bat shall be legal.

(2) If the error is discovered after the incorrect batter s conspleted his tum at bat and before
there has been a pitch to arnther batter. the playzr who should have batted 1s out. Any ad-
vance of score made because of a ball batted by the improper batter «+r becausc of the in-
proper batter’s advance to first basc on a hit, an eiror, a base on bauls, or a hit batter shall
be nulhfiec The next batter 15 the player whose name follows that of the plaver called
out for falling to bat I! the batter declared out under these circumstances 15 the third out.
the correct batter 1n the next inmng shall be the player who would have come to be. had the
player been put out by ordinary play

(3) if the error 1s discovered after the first pitch to the next batter, the tum at bat of the incor-
rect batter is legal, all runs scored and bases run are legal, and the next batter in order shall
be the one whose name follows that of the incorrect batter No one 15 called out for failure
to bat Players who have not batted and who has e not been called out have tost their turn at
bat until ceached again in the regular order

O
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RULE 7, SECTION 3

(4) No tascruraer shall be removed from the base he is occupying (Except the batter-
b unne who has been taken off the base by the umpire as in (2) above to bat 1 his
proper place) He merely misses s turn at bat with no penalty. The batter following
him i the batting order becomes the legal batter.

PLAY — With Rl on first, B7 is next on the batting list, but B8 erroneously takes his
place The error is discovered by opposing te  » pe~sonnel and reported 1o the
umpire or official « ~orekeeper (a) after B8 he.. scetved two strikes. (b) after
B8 has received a base on balls, (c) after B8 has hit a Soul which is caught or
has made a safe hut 1o advance R1, (d) afier Rl is forced out at 2B and B8 is o n
first base, (e} after a puch has been delivered 10 BY. RULING — In (a) B8:s
replaced bv B7 who assumes the no ball, two sirike count, also any advance-
ment by Rl on first -legal In (b) and (c) B7 is out. B8 s removed from base
and bats again with no balls or strikes. Ri r.ust retumn to first. In (d) B7 is out,
Rl 15 retumed 10 first, B8 1s removed fror: first,  d B8 bats again with no
balls «nd strikes In (e) no correction ' :..ade, and B7 and B8 do not bat agan
until their regular time

d When the third out in an inmng is made before the batter has completed his turn at bat, he
shall be the first batter in the next inning, and the ball and stnke count on him shall be

cancelled.

¢ Thebatting order for Co-Ed softball shall alternate the sexes. There are no exceptions to this
rule

PLAV (1) — In a co-ed game, Team A uses six male and four female players for the first

aree innings It 1s detected by the umprire in the fourth inning. RULING. This
is a violation of Rule 4, Sec. 6e. and the game is forfeited

PLAY 2) — In a co-ed game, Team B lists a male plaver, B8, following another male
player, B7. n the lineup and the s.orebook. Prior 10 B8 batting his first tme,
and immediately afier B7 bats the Srst time, the umpire notices the error in the
batting order RULING. Since the «....al infraction has not occurred, the mm-
pire should replace B8 with B9 (a female player) and continue the game.

PLAY (3) —  Team starts the game with st male and six female players, all positoned cor-
rectly on defense. After substtutions in the fifth inning, (a) the team played
with sux male and four females in the field. No one noticed from euther team.
{b) Two males batted back 10 back and after one pitch to the second male bat-
ter, the opposing team notified the umpire of this. RULING: In (a) there 15 no
penalty Correct the situation by using the proper number of, players and co
nnue toplay In {bj this is considered illegal re-entry and the player listed -
~orrectly it the batting order and the manager are ejected from the game.

Sec. 3. THE BATTER SHALL NOT HINDER THE CATCHER FROM FIELDING
OR THROWING THE BALL BY STEPPING OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX, OR IN-
TENTIONALLY HINDER THE CATCHER WHILE STANDING WITHIN THE BAT-
TER’S BOX.

EFFECT — Sec 3‘ The ball is dead, the batter 1s out, and each baserunner must return to the
last basc that, in the judgement of the umy re, was touched at the ime of the interference,

O >
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RULE 7, SECTION 4

PLAY ~ (FP ONLY) With Rl gomg to third, B4 steps across home plate to hinder F2 who 15
fielding the ball or throwing to third, RULING ~ The barter is declared our. The
ball becomes dead immediately. and R1 must reim 10 the base occupied ar the
nms of the puch.

Sec, 4, MEMBERS OF THE TEAM AT BAT SHALL NOT INTERFERE WITH A
PLAYER ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A FOUL FLY BALL,
EFFECT — Sec 4 The ball is dead, the batter is out, and each baserunner must return to the base
legally held at the ume of the pitch.

Sec, 5: THE BATTER SHALL NOT HIT A FAIR BALL WITH THE BAT A SECOND
'E IN FAIR TERRITORY. Exception If the batter 1s standing in the batter's box. a foul ball
i Juled eveniif the ball is hit a second time over fair terrtory

NOTE- if the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls agains the bat 1n fair terntorv. and in the
umpire’s judgement, there was no ir*»ntion to interfere with the course of the ball,
the batter 1s not out. and the ball 1= - and 1n play

EFFECT — Sec 5: The ball is dead, the batter baserunners may not advance.

Sec. 6. ASTRIKE IS CALLED BY THE L £

a  (FP ONLY) For each legaily pitched ball en. .ing the stnke zone before touching the ground
and at which the batter does not swing.
EFFECT — Sec 6a (FP ONLY) The ball is in play, nd the bascrunners may advance with
liability to be put out.
(SP ONLY) For each legally pitched ball entering the st 1ke zone before touching the ground
and at which the batter does not swing It 1s not a strike. 1f the pitched ball touches home plate
and is notswung at Anv putched ball that huts the grow.d or plate cannot b. legally swung at by
the batter NOTE If the batter swings and musses the tch prior to the ball hiting the ground
or plate. 1t1s a strike.
EFFECT — Sec 6a (SP ONLY, The ball 1s dead (EXCEPTION 16" SP. The ball remains
alve. and interference could be involved).

PLAY — (16" SP) Runner on 1B breaks for 2B duning the putch 1o the plate on a hit and nm
suuanon. The pitcher has thrown the puch shon of the prate and 1t bounces off the
grond towards the catcher The batter, seeing lus nunner in trouble, swings at the
pltch hitting the ball into the owutfield for a hut. The nnner from 1B scores and the
batter stops at 2B RULING The batter is out for mterference, and the runner

sumsto 1B
b (FPONLY) For each legally pitched ball struck at and missed by the bater.
EFFECT — Scc 6b (FP ONLY) The ball 1s 1n play. and the baserunners may advance with
lability to be put out
(SP ONLY) For each pitched ball struck at and missed by the batte:
EFFECT — Sec. 6b' (SP ONLY) The ball 1s dead
¢. Forea~h foul tip held by the catcher.
EFFEC™ — Sec 6¢c_(FP ONLY) The ball 1s 1n play, and caserunners may advance with
liability w0 be put out The batter 1s out 1f 1t 1s the third strike
EFFECT — Sec 6¢ (SP ONLY) The batter is out 1f 1t 15 the third stnke The ball isa ud on
any strike.
(16-1nh SP ONLY) For each foul tip

d  (FPONLY) For each foul ball not legally caught on the fly when the batter has fewer than two
stnkes
(SP Ui LY) For each fou! ball not legally caught. including the third strike

¢ For cach pitched ball struck at and missed which touches any part of the batter

PLAY - On thurd stnke, B3 swings at and nusses a puch Ball strihes Jus ann or person
RULING — B3 15 out. Ball becomes dead
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RULE 7, SECTION 7

f Whenany part of the batter’s person is hit with hus own batted ball when he is in the bat-
ter’s box and has fewer than two strikes.

8. Whena delivered bali by the pitcher hits the batter while the ball ts in the strike zone
EFFECT — Sec. 6d-g: The ball is dead, and baserunners must return to their bases
without liability to be put out.

Sec. 7. A BALL 1S CALLED BY THE UMPIRE:

a. For each legally pitched ball which does not enter the strike zone, touches the ground
before reaching home plate, or touches home plate, and at which the batter does not
swing (SP ONLY) Any pitched ball that huts the ground or plate cannot be legally swung
at by the batter.

EFFECT — Sec. 7a: (FP ONLY) The ball is in play, and baserunners are entitled to ad-
sance with liability to be put out.

EFFECT — Sec. 7a* (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunne:s may not advance.
(EXCEPTION 16-inch $®; The ball remains live and interference could be involved.)

PLAY — The pitcher throws a high arcing pitch which (a) touches ground before
reaching the plate, or (b) touches the plate. The batter swings ar both pitches
after they have hit the ground. RULING: The batter has swung at a dead pitch
in each situation. Ignore the strike. Had the batter hit safely the umpire should
bring hum back to the plare for he has swung at a dead pitch. In each situation,
a ball is awarded the batter.

b. (FPONLY) For each illegaliy pitched ball.

EFFECT — Sec. Tb: (FP ONLY) The ball 1s dead, and baserunners are atitled to ad-
vance one base without liaoility to be put out.

(SP ONLY) Foi each illegally pitched ball.

EFFECT — Sec. 7b: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunners may not advance,
EXCEPTION: If the batter swings at the illegal pitch, the ittegal pitch 1s 1gnored.
(SPONLY) When a delivered ball by the pitcher hits the batsman outside the strike zone.
When the catcher fals to return the ball directly to the pucher as required m Rule 6, Sec.
3e.

When the pitcher fails to pitch the ball within 20 seconds.

For each excessive warm-ug pitch.

EFFECT — Szc. 7¢-f The “ll is dead. Baserunners may not advance.

Sec, 8, A FAIR BALL IS A Lr.sALLY BATTED BALL WHICH:
a  Settles or is touched on fair territory between home and first base or between home and

a0

™o

third bese.
PLAY — Batted ball first huts home plate and, without touching any foreign objec:, set-
tles on fair ground between the pitcher’s plate and home plate RULING —
Fair Ball.

b. Bounds past first or third base un or over fair territory.

¢ While on or over fair territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a
player or an umpire.

d. Touches first, second, or tt rd base

O
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RULE 7, SECTION 9

¢ Furst falls or s first touched on or over fa r territory beyond firul. second. or third base.
EFFECT — Sec. 8a-¢' The ball is tn play. and baserunners are entitled to advance any
number of bases with hability to be put out The batter becomes a baserunner unless the
infield fly rule applies.

f While over fair terntory. passes out of the playing field beyond the outfield fence
NOTE If the ball huts the foul line pole above the fence level. it shall be a home run

Sec. 9. A FOUL BALL IS A LLEGALLY BATTED BALL WHICH:
Settles on foul territory between home and first base or between home and third base
. Bounds past first or third base on or over foul territory
¢ While on or over foul territory. touches the person, attached equipment. or clothing of a
player or umpire. or any object foreign to the natural ground,
First falls or is first touched over foul territory beyond first or third base
¢ Touches the batter or the bat 1n the batter’s hands while the ball and the batter are within
the batter’s box.
f Immediately rebounds up from the ground or home plate and hits the bat a sccond time
while the batter 1s in the batter’s box.
EFFECT — Sec 9a-f
(1) The ball is dead unless it is a legally caught foul fly If a foul fly 1 caught. tne batter
isout.
(2) (FPONLY) A strike 1s calied on the batter unless he already has two strikes.
(SP ONLY) A strihe is called on the batter for each foul ball not legally caught. -
cluding the third strike
(3) Each bt ~runr r must return to his base without hability to be put out. unless a foul
fly is cau_ . In this casc baserunners may advance with habihity to be put out after
the ball has been touched

Sec. 10. A FOUL TIP IS A BATTED BALL WHICH GOES DIRECTLY FROM
THE BAT, NOT HIGHER THAN THE BATTER'S HEAD, TO THE CATCHER'S
HA'DS AND IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER.

NOTE Itis not a foul tip unless caught. and any foul up that 1s cauht 1s a strike In
fast pitch. modificd. and 16-inch slow pitch. the ball is in play. In slow pitch
the ball 1s dead.

EFFECT — Sec 10 (FP ONLY) A strike 1s called, the ball remains in play. and baserunners

may advance with hablity to be put out

EFFECT — Scc. 10: (SP ONLY) A strike is called: the ball 1s dead

Sec. 11. THE BATTER 1S OUT:
a When the third strike 1s struck at. nu sed, and the ball touches any part of the batter's per-
son.
b Whenabatter enters the batter™s box with. or 1s discovered using. an aitered bat  The bat-
ter is also ejected from the game
¢ Whentbe batter enters the batter's box with, or is discovered using. an illcgal bat

PLAY — REFERTO PLAYS FOLLOWING RULE I, SEC | AND 31.

d When a batter’s entire foot is completely out of the box on the ground when he huts a ball N
“ir or foul.
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RULE 7, SECTION 12

. When any part of the batter’s foot is touching home plate when he huts the ball
When a fly ball is legally caught.
Immediately when he hits an 1nficid fly. as declared by th: vmprre, with runners on first
and second or on first, second, and third with less than two outs This is called the IN-
FIELDFLY RULE

PLAY (1) — Umpire declares an “wfield fly’* but ball curves to foul area RULING — An-
nouncement s reversed It 1s not an infield fly but an ordinary foul. Batter 15
not out unless foul 1s caught If caught. each runrer must retouch his base
before advancing

* PLAY (2) — REFERTORULE I, SEC. 39.

h 1f a fielder intcntionally drops a fair fly ball, including a fine drive (FP or SP) or a bunt
(FP ONLY), which can be caught by an inficlder with ordinary effort with first, first and
second, first and third, or first, sccond. and third bases occupied with fewer than two
outs.

(o t]

NOTE A trapped ball shall not be considered as having been intentionaily dropped.

EFFECT — Scc 1if The ball is dead. and cach bascrunner must return to the last base
touck~d at the ime of the pitch

PLAY — With one out and Rl on first. B3 luts a flv ball F4 gudes the ball rto Ius
hands but intennonally drops 1t in an attempt to complete a double play. RUL-
ING — Umpire should unmediately declare B3 owt Ball :s dead. Baserunners
may not advance.
i If the immediate preceding runner who 1s not yet out, intcntionally interferes, i the umpire’s
" judgement, with a ficlder who s attempting to catch a thrown ball or throw a ball in an attempt
to complete the play The ruuner shall also be called out 1nd interference called.

Jj. (FPONLY) When a called or swinging third strike 1s caught by the catcher.

k (FP ONLY) When he has three strikes if there are fewer than two outs and first base 1s oc-
cupied

| (FP ONLY) When he bunts foul after the second strike If the ball 1s caught in the air, «t re-
mains alive and in play

m (SP ONLY) After a third strike. including an uncaught foul ball that is hit after two strikes.
EXCEPTION' This rule does not apply n Juntor Olymipic youth sfow pitch play
n. (SPONLY) When he bunts or chops the ball.

PLAY — (SP ONLY) R1 on second B2 chops down on a putched ball FI throws cut R1
advancing to third RUUNG — B2 is out for chopming down on the ball. Dead
ball R1 s returned to second

Sec. 12. THE BATTER OR BASERUNNER s NOT OUT IF A FIELDER MAKING
A PLAY ON HIM USES AN ILLEGAL GLOVE. The manager of the offended tcam has
the option of having the batter bat again and assuming the ball and strike count he had prior to
the pitch he hut. or taking the result of the play

PILAY — Bl luts a flv ball 1o F9 Umpire notices that F9 caught the ball wuh a first
o
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RULE 7, SECTION13

a

b

baseman’s mitt. RULING — Lemove the tlegal piece of equipment from the
game Manager of the offended team 1s given the option of having the entire
play nullified with the batter batung over and assuming the ball and strike
count before the pitch he hu. or accepting the play and disregarding the illegal
catch.

Sec. 13. ON-DECK BATTER.

The on-deck batter s the offensive player whose name follows the name of the batter in
the batting order.

The on deck batter shal. take a position within th  lines of the on-deck circle nearest his
bench,

The on-deck batter may loosen up with no more than two official softball bats. an approv
ed warm-up bat, or a combnai.on of the two — not to uxceed two Nothing such as a
donut. fan, etc., may be attached to a bat when loosening up

. The on-deck batter may leave the on-deck circle:

(1) Wuen he becomes the batter.

(2) To direct baserunners advancing from third to nome plate

When ’he on-deck batter interferes with the defensive player’s opportunity to make a play
on a runner. the runner closest to home plate at the time of the interference shall be
declared out.

The provision of Rule 7, Sec. 4, shall apply to the on-deck batter

RULE 8. BASERUNNING

Sec. 1. THE BASERUNNERS MUST TOUCH BASES IN L.ECAL ORDER (L.E.

FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, AND HOME PLATE).

a.

When a baserunner must return to base(s) while the tall 1s mn pl.y, be must touch the
base(s) inreverse order.

EFFECT — Sec 1a The ball is in play, and baserunners meist return with hability to be
putout.

. When a vaserunner acquires the right to a base by touciung 1t before being put out, he 1s

entitled to hold the base until he has legally touched the next base in order, or is forced to
vacate it for a succeeding bzserunner.

When a baserunner dislodges a base from its proper position, neither he no- the suc-
ceeding runner(s) in the same senes of plays 2re « mpelled to follow a base unreasonably
out of position.

EFFECT — Sec 1b-c The ball is 1n play, and baserunners may . dvance with hability to
be put out.

A baserunner shali not run bases in reverse order either to confuse the ficlders or to make
atravesty of the game

EFFECT — Sec. 1d: The ball is dead, and the baserunner is out.

. Two baserunners may not occupy the same base simultaneously

EFFECT ~ Sec. le The runner who first legally occupicd the base shall ke entitled to it.
The other baserunner may be put out by being touched with the ball.

Ileurc of PRECEDING runner to touch a base or to legally tag up on a caught fly ball,

who 15 declared out, dnes not affect the status of a SUCCEEDING baserunner who

ERIC
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RULE 8, SECTION 2

touches bases in proper order, however, if the fallure to touch a base 1n regular order or
to legally tag up on a caught fly ball 1s the third out of the nning, NO SUCCEEDING
runner may score a run.

PLAY — RE ZRTORULES, SEC 7

g No runner may return to touch a nussed base or one he had feft tllegally after a followng
runner has scored.

h  When the ball becomes dead, no runner may return to touch a missed base or a base left
100 soon If he has advanced, touched, and remains a base beyond the missed base or the
base left to soon.

1 No runner may return to touch a missed base or one he had left illegally once he enters his
team dugout or bench area.

) Whena walk 15 1ssucd, all runners must touch all bases in legal order.

PLAY — In the last of the seventh inning with the score ted. two outs, and bases full, B6
recewves a walk 1o force RI to home plate Because BE assumes that game 1s
over, he fails to go to first and leaves the field RULING — B61s out. Run does
not count

& Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched prior to advancing to awarded
bases
' Awarded bases must also be touched in proper order.

Sec.2, THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER:
a. Assoon as he hits a fair ball.
b (FP ONLY) When the catcher fails to catch the third strike before she ball touches the
ground when there are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, or anytime there
are two outs. This 1s called the third strike rule

PLAY — BI has two strikes. The next puch touches the ground i front of home nlate
and bounces through the stnke zone Bl swings at the pitch, and F2 secures
the ball in his mitt after the first bounce. Bl advances to first base while F2
holds the ball. RULING — This 1s the dropped thurd strike rule. The barter 15
not out, andif he beats the throw 1o first. he is also safe.

EFFECT — Sec 2a-b' The ball 15 1n play, and the batter becomes a batter-baserunner
with lability to be put out.

¢. When fonr balls have been called by the umpire.
EFFECT — Scc. 2¢* (FP ONLY) The ball 1, in play unless 1t has been blocked. The
batter-runner s entitled to one base without jiability to be put out

NOTE: (FP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, all defensive
players, except the catcher who must be in the catcher’s box, must be positioned
n fair territory. If the defense does not positton itself in fair terntory, the um-
pire should cal! an illegal pitch when the pitch 1s thrown. See Rule 4, Sec. 2
NOTE and Rule 6, Scc. 7 EFFECT.

EFFECT — Sec 2c: (SP ONLY) The bali is dead. Bascrunners may not advance unless
farced If the pitcher desires to walk a batte, mtentionally, he may do so by notifying the
[
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RULE 8, SECTION 3

plate »mnire who shall award the baiter first base If two batters are to be walked nten-

tionally, th. second :ntentional walk cannot be administered until the first batter reaches

firstbase NCTE: The. wards must be made in order, not two at one time

EFFECT ~ Se 2c. (Co-Ed) The ball 1s dcad On any walk to a male batter (intentional

or not), the next v:atter — a female — has her choice of walking or hitting up unuil the time

she steps into the L atter’s box

d. When the catcher obstructs, or any other fielder interferes with or prevents him from

striking at a pitched ball

EFFECT — Sec. 2d. The ball 1s decad The batter 1s awarded first base Bascrunners may

not advance unless forced.

(1) The umpire shall give a delayed dead ball signal

(2) The manager of the batng team has the option of taking the award ior catcher
obstruction as described above, or he may take the result of the play

(3) If the batter hits the ball and reaches first basc safely, and 1f all other runners have ad-
vanced at least one basc on the batted ball, catcher obstruction 1s cancelled All action
as a result of the batted ball stands. No option 1s given

PLAY — RI on first base The catche: touches the batter’s bat pnior to or during the sw-
ing Batted ball is grounded 10 F6 who fo-ces Rl at second base B2 reaches
first base safely RULING — Since Rl did not advance at least one base,
obstruction 1s called, and the play s cancelled R1 15 awarded second base.
and B2 is awarded first base

e When a farr ball strikes the person or clothing uf ar umpire or a bascrunner over fair
ground. If the bascrunner 1s ut with a far ball while touching a basc, he1s not out
EFFECT — Sec 2c If the ball hits an umpire or bascrunner (a) after touching a fielder,
the ball 1s 1n play, (b) after passing a fielder other than the pitcher, the ball is in play, or
(c) before passing a fielder witkout being touched, the ball 1s dead In{c), 1t the baserun-
ner is hut by the bull, he 1s out, and the batter is entitled to first tase without liability to be
put out. Any, bascrunner not forced by the batter-runner muat return to the base he had
reached prior to the interference When a fair ball touches a baserunner whoisincon
with a base, the ball remains dead or alive depending on the position of the fielder clo.st
to the base.

PLAY — With RI on third and R2 on first, a ball batted by B3 strikes umptre whois (a)
on fair ternitory pehind third baseman, ar (b) behind the pitcher butin front of
a baseman. RULING — In (a), ball remains alive since it has passed a fielder
In (b\, unless ball touches Fl1, it becomes dead and each runner 1s sent 1c the
base he occuped or 10 which he was being forced when the ball became dead
(.e RI remains on third, and R2 and B3 go 10 second and first).

f (FP ONLY) When a pitched ball, not struck at or not called a strike, touches any part of
the batter's person or clothing white he is 1n the batter’s box It does not matter f the ball
strike the ground before hitting hum The batter's hands are not to be considered as part
of the bat.

EFFECT — Scc 2f. The ball 1s dead and the batter is entitled te onc base without habihity
to be put out unless he made no effort to avoid being hit In this case. the plate umpire
y ~lls either a ball or astrike
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RULE 8, SECTION 3

Sec. 3. BASERUNNERS ARE ENTITLED TO ADVANCE WITH LIABILITY TO
BEPUT OUT:
(FP ONLY) When the ball leaves the pitcher's hand on his delivery.
When tne ball 1s thrown into fair or fout territory and 1s not blocked
When the bail is batted into fair territory and is not blocked.
When a legally caught fly bali is first touched.
If a fair ball strikes the umpirc or a baserunner after having passed an infielder, other than
the pitcher. or having been touched by an infielder. including the pitcher  The ball shall
be considered in play.
EFFECT — Scc. 3a-c: The ball 1s alive and 1n play

Sec. 4. A PLAYER FORFEITS HIS EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY TO BE PUT

OouT:

a If, while the ball is in play. he fails to touch the base to which he was entitled before at-
tempting to make the ext base. If the runner put out is the batter-runner at first base,
or any other bascrunncr forced tn advance because the batter became a bascrunner. this
out1s a forceout.

If, after overrunmng first basc, th= batter- runner attempts to continue to second basc.

¢ If. after dislodging a base. the batter- runner trics to cuntinue o the next base

d  (16-inch SP ONLY) A player may lead off from any basc with a risk of being picked off
by a throw from the pitcher or catcher 1fa throw from the pitcher or catcher results i an
overthrown or blocked ball. no ruaners may advance Any runncr advancing on a pr: 1
not hit 1s liable to be put out if tagged before returmng to s orginal basc.

PLAY — R1 leads off first base and advances 10 second on the puch  The ball1s thrown
by F210 F4who 1ags RI swhile R1 15 standing on second base. RULING — R/
is ovt He mav lead off. but he must rewurn 10 kis base before bemng mgged if
the bai! iz not nut

Sec. 5. BASERUNNLKS ARE ENTITLED TO ADVANCE WITHOUT LIABILITY
TO BE PUTOULT:
a  When forccd to vacate a base because the batter was awarded a basc on balls.
EFFECT — Sec fa (FP ONLY) The ball remans in play unless 1t 1s blocked Ay
baserunner affected 1s entitled to one base and may advance farther au his own .isk if the
ball s in play.
EFFECT — Scc. 5a° (SPONLY) The vall 1s dead
b When a ficlder obstructs the bascrunner f-om making a base. unless the fielder s Irying i
ficld a batted balt, has the ball ready to touch the basciunner. of 1s about to receive a
thrown ball.
FFFECT - Scc 5b When any obstruction occurs (ncluding a rundown). the umpire
will signal a delaycd dead ball The ball will remain ahive
{1} If the obstructed runner 15 put out prior to reaching the base he would have reached had
there not been obstruction, a dead ball 1s called. and the obstructed runner — and each
other runner affected by the obstruction — will always be awarded the base or bases he
would have reached. in the “'mpire’s judgement. had there not been obstruction An
obstructed runner may never be called out between the two bascs where he was obstructed
Thes baserunner would cithe, be advanced or retumed to the last base touched.

!
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RULE 8, SECTION 5

(2) If the obstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had there
not been obstruction, the obstructed runner will be called out. The ball remains alive.

(3) When a runner, while advancing or returning to a base, is obstructed by a fielder who
neither has the bail nor is attempting to field a batted or thrown ball. or a fislder who fakes
a tag withont the ball, the vbstructed runner — and cach other runner affected by the
obstruction — will always be awarded the base or bases he would have reached, in the um-
pue’s judgement, had there beun no obstruction If the unpire feels there is justification, a
defensive player making a fake tag could be re1. *red from the game.

NOTE:

Obstricted baszrunners are still required to touch all bases in proper order, or
they could be called out on a pr. per appeal by the defensive team.

(5) Catcher obstruction is covered under Rule 8, Sec. 2d.

PLAY (1) —

PLAY (2) —

With RI on third and R2 on s.cond, Rl is caught between third and home. 25 R1 is
attempting to regaun third, F5 obstructs him. RULING — A delayed dead ball is
signaled by the umpire If Rl is tagged out, the ball is dead and Rl awarded third.
Ifthe ball is overthrown, R1 can advance to home. If awarded third, R2 is returned
to second base.

The ball 1s hit 10 F9 As Rl passes first base, he is obstructed while no play is
being made on him He is thrown out by a wide margin 2t home plate.
RULING — If, in the judgment of the umpire, R! advancea beyond the base he
would have made had he not been obstructed, he is out.

¢ (FP ONLY) When a wild pitch or passed ball lodges 1n or goes under, over, or through
the backstop.

EFFECT — Sec. 5c. The ball is dead. A'l baserunners are awarded one base only. The

batter is av/arded first base only on th: fourth ball.

d. When forced to vacate 2 base because the batter was awarded a base

{1) (FPONLY) For being hit by a pitched ball.

(2) For beins obstructed by the catcher ‘when striking a«a pitched ball.

EFFECT — Scc 5d (1)-(2): The ball is dead, and each baserunner may not advai:ce
farther than the base to which he is entitled.

(3) (FP ONLY) If, with a rurner on third base, trying to scoie by meaiis of a squeeze
play or a steal, the catcher or any other fielder steps on or in front of home plate
without possession of the ball, or touches the batter or his bat, the pitcher shall be
charged with an illegal pitch, the batter shall be awarded first base on the obstruction,
and the ball is dead.

PLAY —

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Rl is on third base A squeeze play is .n progress as the bater attempts 1o bunt
the pitched ball and is obsiructed Ly the catcher. RULING — Negal purch, and
obstruction is declared Rl i1s awarded home plate and batter is awarded first
base.

f/q
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RULE 8, SECTION 5

(FP ONLY) When a pitcher makes an 1llegal pitch.

EFFECT — Sec 5S¢’ The ball 1s dead, and each baserunner may advance to the base to
which they are entitled without liability to be put out.

When a fielder contacts or catches a fair batted or thrown ball with his cap, mask, glove,
orany part of his uniform while it is detached from its proper place on his persun.
EFFECT — Sec. 5f: The b.serunne.s would be entitled to three bases from *he time of
the pitct if a batted ball, or two bases from the time of the throw if a thrown ball and in
cither case, they may advance farther at their own risk. If the illegal catch or touch 1s
made on a fair hit ball which, in the judgement of the umpire, would have cleared the out-
field fence in flight, the runner shall be awarded a home run.

PLAY — R1is on second and R2 is on first when B3 hits ground ball 10 F6. F6 fields the

€.

ball, steps on second for a force on R2 advancing from first, and then throws
wildly to F3. F3 tosses his mitt in‘o the air striking the ball. The ball bounces
into the dugozt. RULING — R2 is vus. Both Rl and B3 are awarded two bases
each from their posinons when the detached mitt of F3 touched the thrown
tall. In ihis situatior or any other situation where detached glove or mitt
touches a ball prior to ihe ball becoraing dead because of its en:ry into a dead
ball area, the rule which appiies 1o detached player equipment prevails. If the
detached glove or mitt touches the ball after ihe ball has become dead by
entenng a dead ball area, the ruling goveming detached player equipmet
has no bearing.

When the -all is 1n play and is overthrown (beyond the bour:ary lines) or 1s blocked.
EFFECT --Sec. 5g. AH nmners will be awarded two bases, and the award will be
governed by the positions of the runners when the ball "eft any fielder's hana. If two run-
ners are hetween the same base, the award is based on the position of the lead runner.

EXCEPTION- (1) When a fielder loses possession of the ball, such as on an attempred tag,
and the ball enters the dead ball area or becomes blocked, each runner is awarded one base
from the last base touched at the time the ball entered the dead ball area or became blocked.

2)

If a runner touches the next base and returns to his original base, the original base he left

is considered the *‘l2st base touched" for the purpose of 21 averthrow award.
PLAY (1) — Rl and R2 are on second and first bases respective 83 huts the ball 10 F6

who muffs i1, recovers it, and then throws late to F3 in an attempt 1 retire B3.
R1.and R2 reach third and second bases respectively, RI attempts 10 advance
10 home, thereby drawing a throw from F3 which goes into the dugout.
RULING — R1 and R2 are uwarded home, and B3 is awardedihird,

PLAY (2) — PRI on firsi, B2 hus ground ball to F6. F6 flips the ball 10 F4 for force out on

RI Relayto F3 from F4 goes into the dugout area B2 has already passed first
base before relay 1s mude. RULING — B2 is awarded third base. Award ¢*
bases 1s governed by the position of each runner and the last base he has
touched at the ime of the throw.

PLAY (3) — No runners on base. Bl hits Lall 10 F10 who throws 110 F3 to force out Bl. Bl

O
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

is already past first base when ball is released by Fi0. The ball bounces past
r5 und into the stands. RULING — Bl is awarded third base.
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RULE 8, SECTION 6

PLAY (4) — A thrown ball hits a bat or glove lving on the ground (other than the bat discarded
by the batier) RULING — (1) If the bat or glove belongs 1o the team at bat, it 1s
nded interference, and the player being played on shall be declored our The ballis
dead. and all basenwiners must return 1o the last base touched pr - to the thrown
ball hitting the bat or glove (2) If the bat or glov. belongs 1 the team n the field, it
becomes a blocked ball, and the overthrow rule pplies. (3) If no apparent plav 1s
obvious, each noner will renam to the last base 1ouched at the tune the ball Juts
equupment of the offensive ieam

When a farr batted fly ball leaves the playing ficld in fair territory without touching the
ground or going through the fence It shall entitle the batter to a home run, unless it passes
out of the grounds at a distance less than the prescribed fence distances from home plate
(as outlined in Rule 2, Sec 1). in which case. the batter would be entitied to only two
bases The batter must touch the bases 1n regular order The point at which the stands or
fe. 'c 1 less than the distances histed (Rule 2, Sec. 1) from home piate snail be clearly
marked for th umpire’s information.

EXCEPTION. See the note after Ride S, Sec. 10,

PLAY — A fair bant=d ball touches (a) F9's glove axd goes over the fence n Sfair terntory. (h)
F9's glove and goes over the fence in foul terntory, (c) the top of a fence railing and
goes over. (d) the top of a fence railing, 10 F9's glove, and then goes over the fence
wm farr terntory RULING — A home nun in (a) and (c), and a mo-base Jut i ).
(d) 15 a homerun in fast puch and o four base award m slow pitch.

When a fair ball bounds or rolls over, under, or through a fence. 1s unintentionally caused to go

out of play when it bounds off a defenstve player or an umpire, or bounds over. under or

through any other obstruction marking the boundaries of the playing ficld

EFFECT — Sec 51 Theball isdes . and ali baserunners are awarded two bases from the tme

of the pitch.

(1) When alive ball 1s unintentionally carried by a fielder from playable territory into dead ball
territory, the ball becomes dead Each bascrunner 1s awarded one base from the last base
touched at the ume ficlder nters dead ball iermtory

NOTE A ficlder carrying a live ball into the dugout or team area to tag a player 1s con-
sidered 10 have umntentionally carned it there.

(2) If, i the | «ent of the umprre, a ficlder mtentionally carries or throws a hive ball from
playable t. .ry into d.ad ball termtory, the ball becomes dead. and each baserunner 1s
awarded two bases from dhe last base touched at the ume he entered dead ba'l territory

NOTE: A dead ball line 15 considered in play.

Sec. 6. A BASERUNNER MUST RETURN TO HIS BASE:

- Whena foul ball is illcgally caught and so declared by the umpire
When an illegally batted ball 1s declared by the umpire
Whe- a batter or baserunner 15 valled out for interference Each other baserun.er shall return
o the last base which was, in the judgement of the umpire. legally touched by him at the time
of the mterference.
(FP ONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing interferes with the catcher's attempt to
throw.,

B ‘ 1
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RULE 2, SECTION 7

PLAY — With R1 attempning 10 steal. umpire interferes wath catcher's throw RULING —

Umprre signals delayed dead ball If R1 is not put out, umpire declares a dead
ball and R1 must retun 10 the baze he occupied before the wnterference

When any part of the batter 's person is touched by a puched ball that 1s swung at and mussed.

(FPONLY) When a batter is hit by a pitched ball, unless forced.

When a foul ball 1s not caught.

EFFECT — Sec. 6a-g:

(1) 'The ball 1s dead.

(2) Each baserunner must return to his base without hability 0 be put out, except when
forced to go to the next base because the batter became a baserunner

(3) No runs shall score unless all bases are occupied

(4) Base. uaners nced not touch the intervening bases in returning 10 base, but must return
prompily; however, they must be allowed sufficient ime to return

(SP ONLY) Base stealing 1s not allowed.

EFFECT — Sec 6h Each baserunner ray leave his base when a pitched ball is batted or

reaches home plate, but must return to that base immediately after each pitch not hit by the

batter (16-inch SP ONLY) Baserunners may lead off prior t0 a pitched ball.

When a caught fair fly ball, including a line drive (FP and SP) or bunt (FP ONLY) which

can be caught by an infielder with oidiiary 2ffort. 1s imtentionally dropped with fewer than

two outs and a runner on first base, first and sccond, first ana thad, or fir<t, second. and

third bases.

(10-Under Junior Olympic Fast Pitch ONLY) Under no condition s a runner permitted to

steal a base wher a pitched ball 1s not baued Bascrunners can leave base when the balt

leaves the pucher’s hand, but the ball 1s dead if not hit and baserunncrs must go bach 10 the

base without liability to be put out.

PLAY — REFERTO RULE 7, SEC. 1if EFFECT
Sec. 7. BATTER-RUNNER 1S OUT:

L)

(FP ONLY) When the catcher drops the third strike, and he 15 legally touched with the ball
by a fielder before touching first base

(FPONLY) When the catcher drops the third strike, and the bal! 1s held on first base before
the batter-runner reaches first base.

When. after a fair ball 15 hit. he 15 legally touched with the ball before he touches first base.
When, after a fair ball is hut, the ball is held by a fielder touching first base with any part of
his person before the batter-runner touches first base.

PLAY — The first baseman has the ball tn hus npht hand while haung on the ground. He

[

f
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touches first base with hi< left hand pricr to the batter-runner reaching first
base RULING — The patter-runner s out.

When, after a fly ball is hit, the ball 1s cav_ht by a fielder before 1t >uches tie grouud or any
object or person other than a defensive player
When, after a fair ball is hit, base on balls 15 1ssued. or the batter legally advances to first
basc on a dropped third strike (FP ONLY), he fails 10 advance S fus' tase and enters s
team area.
EXCEPTION In slow pitch. the ball 1s dead. and runrers cannot advance
“FFECT — Sec. 7a-f: The ball is in play ,S?z} ¢ batter-runner 1s out

<
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

PLAY (1) — Bauer hits ground ball 1o pucher Pucher he ates m throwing ball to first
base. Batter, assuming he is an ‘‘easy out.’' enters lus team area (bench.
dugout, etc ). Pitcher finally throws to first base. but ball is not caught by first
baseman and rolls into the dugou: Batter then leaves hus team area and runs
to first base. RULING — Batter is out.

PLAY (2) — REFERTORULES. SEC 1j.

g. When he runs catside the 3-foot (0 91 m) line an”. in the judgement of the umpire. 1n-
t rferes with the ficlder taking the throw at first base However. he may ru 1 outside the
" -foot (0.91 m) line to avoud a fielder attempting to field a battea balt.

h  When he interferes with a fielder attempting to field a batted ball. intentionaily intc. ‘eres
with a thrown ball. or (FP ONLY) interferes with a dropped third strike If this 1n-
terference. 1n the judgement of the « .1pire. 1s an obvious attempt to prevent a double
play. the baserunner closest to home p'ate shatl also be catled out

+  When he interferes with a play at home plate n an attempt to prevent an obvious out at
home plate. The runner is 2'so out.

PLAY — No outs Rl on third base Batter hits a ground ball 10 the first baseman a .
then nterferes with first baseman’s throw to home plate for a play on Ri
RULING — Batter ane Rl are both declared out.

When he moves back toward home plate to avoid or delay a tag by a ficlder

When he enter the batter’s box with. or 1s discovered using, an altered or itlegal bat
EFFECT — Sec. 7g-k. The ball 1s fead. and the batter-runner is out. Each other
baserunner must retura to the las. bas  pally touched at the time of or before the illegal
action.

o —

NOTE: In the case of an altered bat, the player 1s also ejected from the game

Sec. 8. THE BASERUNNERIS OUT:

a  When running to any base in reoular or reverse order. and he runs more than 3 feet (0 91
m) from a direct line betwzen that “ase and the next one toavoid  :ng touched by the ball
mthe hand(s)+  a fielder.

b When the ball 1s i play and while he 1s not 1n conact with a base. he 1s legaily 1o 1ched
wun the ball in the hand(s) of a fielder

c. When. on a forceout. a fielcer tags him with the ball or holus the ball on the base to which
he is forced to advance before: he reaches the base

d. When he fails to return to touch the base he previously occupied when play 1s resumed
after suspension of pl-y.

¢. When he physically passes a preceeding baserunner before that runner b, s been put out
EFFECT —~ Sec. 8a-e: The ball is in play. and the baserunner 1s out.

PLAY — Vith R1 on first, B2 hits a double A throw to third dnves R! back to second.
B2 has rounded second and discovers he has passed R! He runs back and
finally reaches © * vuthout being tagged out. RULING — B21s out as soon as
he passes RI.

f  When he leaves his base to advance to anothe - base before a caught fly ball bar, touched a
Q  clder. provided the ball is returned to a fielder and properly appealed
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RULE 8, SECTION &

PLAY — No ouzy. RI on th rd ba. . B2 hits fly ball to F7 F7 misjudges fight of ball, and
it hits ham on the showlder, defleass into the air to F8, and is legalty caught by F8
before it hits the groun:' Rl tags up at third pase as svon as ball hits F7 on he
shoulder but before FE holds ball securely in glove. RULING — Legal advance.
Run counts. RI may leave base as soon as ball is touched,

g V/hen he fails to touch the intervening base or bases tn regular or reverse order and the
ball is teturned to a fielder and proparly appealed,

PLAY (1} —  Wuh Rl on first, B2 hus safely to right field. An overthrow at first. (a) goes in 0
the stand, (b) stnkes the enclosing vall and rebounds to the catcher In going 1o
third base, Rl misses second base. e F~d passed second or was approaching
second when the ball left the h - d of ©9 The bali is then thrown 10 sccond for an
oppeal RULING — In (a), if Rl has re _hed second base by the ur the throw
leaves the hand of F9, he is awarded home plate. If the appeal is operly made.
it should be allowed, and the run scored by R! is cancelled. IfRI has not 1 each-
ed second by the nme the throw leavcs the hand of F9, he s awarded third base.
A proper appeal should be attowed and enforced In (b) R1 1s out on the appeal
since she ball is not blocked, and no bases are awarded,

+ PLAY () -- REFERTORULE I, SEC. 2.

h  When the batter-mmnner legaily overruns first basc. attempts to run to second base, and 1s
legally touched whil : off base.

PLA: ~ Bl reac..c first safely, but n Lis overrn he breaks for second then gives up''
while far away from the bascine RULING — If B 15 attemypting to reach a
base, he must be 1agged, ut the fielder s not expected . chase lum into the out-
field. Inthe outlined ca.« he 15 out for being out of the baseline

1t When running or siiding for home plate, he fails to rouch 1t. makes no attempt {0 return to 1t

and a fielder holds the ball in his hand while touching sad plate and appeals to the umpire

1or the decision.

EFFECT — Sec 8f i:

(1) Theee are appeal plays. and the defensive tcam loses the pnivilege of putting *he
baserunsier out of the appeni 15 N0t madc betore the next legal or illegal putch,

(2) If properly appealed during a hive ball, the baserunner 1s out Item (4) beluw covers dead
ball appeals

NOTE- On appeat playst*  speal must be made before the next iegal or illegal pitch, or
before the defensive team has Ieft the ficld. The defensive team has *'left the
ficld™ when the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their normal
fielding no.sttions and have left fair ternitory on their way to the bench or dugout
area.

(3) (16-INCH SP and FP ONLY) Each baserunner may leave his basc on a live hall appeal
play when the ball leaves the 8 foot (2.44 m) radius around the pitcher’s plate, or when
the ball is no longer in the pitcher’s possession, or when the pitcher makes a throwing
motion indicating a play or fake t, cw
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RULE 8, SECTION 8

(4) Once the bal® has been returned to the inield and t.me has been called. any infielder
(including the pucher or catcher). with or without possession of the ball. may makz a
verbal appeal on a runner missing a basc or leaving a base too soon  The adnunister-
ing umpire should acknowledge the appeal and then make a decision on the play No
baserunner can leave his base dunng this period as the ball remins dead until the
rext pitch,

NOTE (a) If the pricher has possession of the ball and 1 1n contact wath the pitching
plate when making a verbal appeal, no iflegal pitch 14 called (b) if the umpire
has indicated "*play ball’" and the pitcher now requests an appeal. the umpire
would again call ime and allow the appeal process

PLAY (1) — Runner R2 leaves sccond base too soon on afly ball caught by F7u The ball 15
thrown directly o the infield with an appeal made bv F4 at second base
RULING The ball has remained alive. and when the proper appeal 1s made,
R2:5 called out.

PLAY (2) — Runner Rl on second base and R2 on first base Baiter B3 hus a fiy ball 10 F7
Both runners advance, however, Rl leaves too soon Time 1s called The pu-
cher has the ball. and afier the unpire recogmzes the appeal, (a) he an-
newnces to the umpire th, t he wants 10 appeal Rl leaving 100 soon. (b) he car-
r1es the ball over and touches R1 stunding on turd base, () he throws the ball
10 £'4 who 1 uches second base, or (d) he fukes a throw toward third base. and
the runner steps off the base RULING In all cases the ball ts dead, and no
baserun .er can leave thetr base. {(a) 13 the proper appeal, however (b) and (c)
are acceptable With the ball dewd mt (d), there 1s no penalty for the nunner
stepping offthe e

} When he interferes with a fielder atempting to field « batted ball or intentionally 1n-
terferes with @ thrown ball If this interference. 1n the judgement of the umpire. 18 an ob-
vious attempt to prevent a double play and occurs bef re the baserunner 1s put out. the im-
mediate succeeding runner chall also be called out

PLAY — With R1 on first, B1 Ints the ball on the ground between first and second Rl 1s
struck by the batted ball before 1 passes a fielder, or he hinders F4n hs
throw to first RULING — Rl 1s out, and the ball becomes dead when the -
terference occurs. If the iterference learlv prevemed B2 from heing put out
at fir~t, he also 1s out.

k. When he is struck with a frir batted ball in fair territory while off base and before ut
passes an inficlder. excluding the pitcher.

NOTE Sec 8)-h When baserunners are called out for interference. the batter runner
1s awarded first base and credit~d with a base hit

PLAY — Rl 1s. (a) between .econd and third or (b) touching second He 1s struck by
ball battea by B3 before 1t passes a fielder RULING - Ball becomes dead in
(a)and (b). Rlis «n (a) Heis not out in (b) The batter ts entitled 1o first
base in both cases

O
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RULE 8, SECTiON 8

When he intenttonally kicks a ball which an nfielder has missed.

When anyone, other than another baserunner, physically assists a baserunner wk;le the ball is
n play On a batted fly ball sf the runner 15 assisted prior to the batted ball br . _auzht or not
caught, regardless of whether the ball is fatr or foul, a delayed dead ball call will be made He
15 out, and if the ball 1s caught, the batter will also be declared out. The ball becomes dead
when 1t ss caught or falls to the ground (NOTE The ball 15 dead if not caught. If a fair bull,
award the batter one base, and 1f a fout ball, the batter will bat agamn.)

When th~ coach near third base runs i the direction of home plate on or near the bascline while
a fielder 1s attempting to make a play on a batr.d or thro vn ball and thereby draws a throw to
home plate The baserunner nearest 1o third b.se shall be declared out

When one or more members of the offer<i ve team stand o collect at or around a base to which
a baserunner  advancing, thereby confusing the fielders and adding to the diffi ulty of makng
the play.

OTE Members of a team include bat boy or any other person authorized to «it on team'’s
bench

When he runs the bases m reverse order to confuse the d< iznstve team or to make a farce of the
game. (Sec Rule 8, Sec, 7))

If a coach intentionally nterivres with a thrown hatl while in the coach’s box. or mnterferes with
the defensive team's opportunity to make ar out while sutside the coach’s box.

When a runner, after being declared out or after scormg, interferes with a defensive player's
upportunity to make a play on another runner The runner lowst to home plat. at the time of
the nterference shalt also be declared out.

EFFECT — Sec §)-r' The ball 1s dead. and the baserunner 1s out. Other baserunners must
return to the last base legally touched at the ime of or before the 1lley al action

PLAY — RI on third base and R2 on first base Batter hus a sharp grounder to second

N

baseman who tags R2 out In an attempt to throw 10 first base 1o reare the batter,
R interferes with the second baseman RULING — Ball becomes dead, and R1 1s
aiso called out, Batter 1s awarded first base

When a defenstve player has the ball and the runner remains on hs fee: and dehberately, with
great force, crashes into the defensive player

EFFECT — Sec 8s 7Thie runner 1s out, the ball 1s dead, and all other bascrunners must i turn
to the last base touched at the time of the collssion, unless Ruie 8, 3cc. 8) or Rule 8, Sec 8rap
ples

OTE If the act 15 determined to be tagrant, the offender <nall »¢ ejected.

PLAY — The catch.r has receved the ball and 1s waiting 1 tag the nunner anempang to

t
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score The runner dcliberately runs into the catcher with great force, cau=mg hm
1o drop the hall. RULL'G — The nunner is out. He is also ejected if the act 1s
Slagrant

(FP ONLY) When he fails to kecp contact with the base to which he 1s entitled unal the ball
leaves the pitcher’s lland When a baserunner 15 legtimately off his base after a pites. or the
result of a batter completing his turn at bat, ard while the pitcher has the ball within an 8 foot
2 44 m) radius of the pitcher’s prate he must immediately attempt to advance to the next bas.
or pmediately return to his base.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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RULE 8, SECTION 9

(1) Failare to immediately proceed to the next base or return to is base once the pitcher
has the ball with.n the 8 foot (2 44 n') radius of the pitcher’s plate, will result in the
baserunner being declared out.

(2) Once the runner returns to a base for any reason, he will be declared out if he leaves
said base unless a p'ay 1s made on him or another runner (a fake throw is considered a
play). the pitcher no longer has posse .sion of the ball in the 8 foot (2 44 m) radws. or
the pitcher releases the baii by a pitch to the batter.

NOTE A base on balls or dropped third strike on which a runner is entitled to run is
treated the same as a batted ball The batter-runner may continue past first
base and is entitled io run toward second base as long as he does not stop at
first base If he stops after he rounds first base, he then mast comply with Sec.
8t(1).

PLAY — With RI on second, B2 1akes a called third sirike for the first out of the inning;
meanwhile. Rl leads off second base after delivery 1o the plate Catcher
returns ball 10 the pucher who has u n the & foot (2 44 m) radws of the
pitcher’s plate The runner at this moment makes no aiter.pt 1o move either
way. RULING — The rurner must immediately return tv second o *mmediate-
ly advance to the next base Failur~ 1o immediately proceed 10 the .1ext base or
return to his base once the pucher nas the ball within the 8 foot (2.44 m) radius
of the pitcher s plate will result in the baserunner being declared out.

u (SP ONLY) When he fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entitled until a
pitched bali has reached home plate or before the piched bal .. oatted. EXCEPTION
(16-INCH SP ONLY) Any runner may leare fis base as soon as the ball is declared n
play.

EFFECT — Sec. 8t-u The ball 1s dead, **"NO PI''CH" 1s declared, and the baserunner 1s
out.

v When he abandons a basc and enters his team area or leaves the field of play The
baserunner shall be declared out immediately when he enters his team area or leaves the
field of play.

w  When he positions himself behind and not 1n contact with the base to get 2 runming start on
any fly bail. The ball remains live,

Sec. 9. BASERUNN..RISNOT OUT:

a  When he runs behind or n front of the ficlder and outside the baseline 1n order to avoid
interfering with a fielder attempting to field the ball in the base path.

b. When he does nct run mn a direct line to the base, provided the fielder in .he direct hine
does not have the ball in is possesston.

¢ Wher. more than one f{ielder attempts to field a batted ball and the baserunner comes into
contact with the one who, in the judgement of tne umpire, was not entitled to field the
balt.

d  When he 1s it with a fair batted ball that has passed an infielder, excluding the pitcher,
and, in the judgement of the umpire, no other infielder HAD A CHANCE TO MAKE AN
OUT.

PLAY (1) — With RI on second, B2 nus ball behind F6 who is playing in Batted oall
Q touches RI and is deflected 10 foul ground RULING — If 1ne touching of X1 is
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RULE 8, SECTION 9

accidental, 1t 1s ignored because batted ball has passed a fielder. If RI inten-
tonally deflected barted ball umptre will rule interference with ball becoming
dead and R. heing declarer out.

PLAY (2) — A batted ball strikes third base and then caroms to Soul ternitory wnere 1t

J
k

strnikes RI who is leading off third. RULING — R1 1s not out, and ball s in
play since 1t was actually going away from the fielder

. When he 1s touched with a ball not securely held by a fielder

When the defensive team does not request the umprre’s decision on an appeal play untit
after the next legal or illegal pitch

V' ien a batter-runner overruns first base after touching it and returns directly to the
base

When he 15 not given sufficient tme to returnto abase  He will not be called out for being
ot base before the pitcher releases the ball. **No pitch™ will be called by the umpire
(Rule 6. Sec. 10d (FP) and Sec 9c (SPand 16-INCH SP).

When he has legally started to advace He cannot be stopped by the pitcher receiving the
ball while on the pitching plate. no1 by the pitcher stepping on the plate with the ball 1n his
possesston.

Whe rhe holds his base untii a fly ball touches a fielder. then attempts to aavance.

When hit by a batted ball wher touching his base. unless he intentionally interferes with
the bal or a fielder making a play

PLai 1) — Wuh Rl on second, R2 on first. and no outs, B3 hus a ground ball or infield

Ay. Ball strikes RI who is (a} near second, (b} standing on sezond. In both
cases ball has not passed an infielder. RULING — In (a). RI ts out on either
type of hut. In (b) Rl is not out on either type of hit, but ball becomes dead. and
all runners, if forced. advancé one base without liability to be put out. In both
(a) and (b), B3 is out on any infield fly. If it 1s a ground ball. batter-runner is
awarded first base.

PLAY (2} ~ REFERTO RULE 8, SEC 8k

When he shdes into a base and dislodges it from its proper position The base 15 con-
sidered to have followed the runner.

EFFECT — Sec 91 A baserunner reaching a base safely will not be out for beng off that
base He may return to that base without hiability to be put out when the base has been
replaced A runner forfeits this exemption if he attempts to advance beyord the dislodged
base before 1t is again in proper position.

PLAY — RI shdes into second base Afte; he touches the base. he loses contact (a)

vecause the base breaks loose fror. 1°s fastening, (b) because his foot shdes off
the base F4 touches him wh'lz his foot is off base. RULING — In (a) Rl is not
out. In (b} Rl is ow.

m When a fielder  akes a play on a batter or baserunner while ustng an illegal glove, The

ERI

manager of the offended team has two options:

(1) Having the entire play nullied. including the batter’s turn at bat. with the batter
Q aningc erassuming the ball and strike count he had before lic it the ball and each
l C‘unner returning o the original basc he hcl’d‘p(ri?r to the batted ball.
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2ULE 9, sEcTION 1
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(2) Taking the result of the play.
n Whenhe is hit by a fair batted ball after it touches or 1s touched by any fielder. including
the pitcher

PLAY — With R1 on second, B2 hus to F6 who 15 play.ny deep Batted ball is touched
by m and dropped so :hat 1t rebounds 1140 R1. RULING — Touching of Rl 1s
ignored since the ball has been tonched by a fielder

RULE 9. DEAD BALL - BALL IN PLAY

Sec. I. THE BALL 1S DEAD AND NOT IN PLAY:
a  Whenaba'i 1s pitched illegally

PLAY — Rl is on first base B2. ..,/ hats the ball towards F6, and F4 obstructs R1
advancing to second base. RULING — Ball hecomes dead when B2 dllegaliy
bartted it. B2 s out, an' RI must return 10 first base.

b ‘¥hen the batter ~7eps from one box to the other when the pitcher 1s ready to pitch,

¢ When a ball 1s batted illegally

EXCEPYION Sec Ic (FP ONLY) If the pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the

batter. the batter hits the ball and rcaches first basc safely. and all bascrunners advance a.

least one b ase. then the play stands. ..nd the pitch 1s no longer illegal EXCEPTION. Scc.

Ic (SP ONLY) If the batter swings at an iliegal pitch. the play stands. and the pitch 1s no
- longerillegal

d. When "NO PITCH " 1s declared.

¢ Whenapitched ball touches any part of the batter's person or clothing. whether the ball is

struck at or not

PLAY — &1 swings at a puched ball, and the ball hus lus hand while holding the bat
LULING — Stnke shall be called, and the hall 15 dead. The hand += »nt con-
sidered part of the but,

f. Whena foul tali 1s not caught.
g. When the effensive team causes the interference.
(1) When a batter intentionally s:rikes ™« bali a sccond t:me. strikes 1t with a thrown bat.
or deflects its course in any way v hile :anning to first base.
(2) When a thrown ball is intentionally touct ed by a coach or on-deck batter
(3) Whr a farr ball strikes a bascrunner (r.ot n contact with a base) or umpire before
touching an inficlder. including the pitcher or before passing an inficlder. other than
the pitcher,
(4) When the Eatter interferes with the catcher or other defensive player at bome plate.
(5) When a member of the offensive team intentionally interferes with a liv . ball.
(6) When a runrier intentionally kicks a ball whicn a ficlder has missed.
h  When the ball 1s outstde the established playing limits of the playing rea. A ball is con-
sidered **outside the playing field" when it touches the ground. person on the ground, or
objcct outside the playing area.

Plfq Y — Rl is on th.rd. B3 at bat with one out. huts ¢ fly ball which F5 catches in the
]: \l-C Sield of play F5's momentum causes im0 9o into a dead ball area such as a
R &9
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RULE 9, sEctION 1

bench, dugout, stands, or the area bevond the chalk hne or pre-game determuned
imaginary line RULING — Ball is dead as soon as FS enters the dead ball area
with the ball R1 ts awarded one base, and B3 is out

tIf an accident to a runner prevents hum from proceeding t0 a base which he » awirded A
substitute runner shall be permutted for the injured player

PLAY — Batter hurs ball over the fence for a home run but falls dovwn as he attempts v« wd-
vance 1o first base He 1s injured and unable 10 continue to play FULING —
Substitute runner will be permutted for banter and will be allowed to circle the bases
50 that the home run can be allowed.

) (SPONLY) When the batter bunts or chops the pitched ball
PLAY — REFERTO RULE 7, SEC 111.

k (FP ONLY) When a wild pitct or passed ball lodges in or goes under, over. or through the
backstop.

1. When ume 1s calied by t'e umpire

m When any part of the baiter s persor 1s hit with his own batted ball when he 1 . the batter's
box.

0 When a baserunner runs bases i reverse order cither to confuse the ficlders or to make a
travesty of the game.

0 Whenthe batter :s hitby a pitched ball

p  When, in the judgement of the umprre, the coach near third base runs in the direction of home
plate on or near the bascline while the fielder 15 attempting to make a play on a batted or throws
bll. and thereby draws a throw to home plate

q (FP ONLY) When the platc umpire or his clothing interferes with the catcher's attempt to
throw

r Whenone . i ~ore members of the offensive team suand or collect at or around a base to which
a bascrunner is ac'va.cing, thereby confusing the ficl.ers and adding to the difficulty of making
aplay.

s (FPONLY) When thc B~<~mnner fails to keep contact with the base to which he 1s entitled un-
til alegally pitched ball has been released

t  (SP ONI Y) When a baserunaer fails to keep contact with the base to which he 15 entitled until a

legally pitched ball 1sbatted  has reached home plate

{SP ONLY/; After cach ball or strike or a pitched ball hitting the ground or plate

EXCEPTIO!" The bali remains alive 1 16-inch slow pitch

When a blocked ball 1s declared.

When a batter enters the batter's box with. or 1 discovered using an altered bat.

When a batter enters the battec"s box with, or 1s discovered using an illegal bat.

When a caught fair fly ball, inciudwg a line drive (FP and SP) or bunt (FP ONLY) which can

be handled by an infielder with ondina'y effort, 15 intentionally dropped with fewer than two

outs and a runner on first base. first and sccond. first and third, or first. second. and third

bases

PLAY — REFERTORULE 7 SEC. 1If
2. Whena ficlder carrics a live ball into a dead ball terrtory.

Q
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RULE 9, SECTION 2

EFFECT — Sec la-z The batter or baserunners may not advance on a dead ball unless
awarded a basc or bases by rule.

aa When nme has been called and an appeal 1 being made by the defense during the dead
ball.

PLAY — REFERTO RULE 8, SEC. 8i (4) AND PLAY 2

Sec, 2, THE waLLISINPLAY:
a  Atthe start of the game and cach half nning when the pitcher has the ball while standing
n his pitchiag position and the plate umpire has called **'PLAY BAI "
b When the infield fly rule 1s enforced

PLAY — With one out, Rl 1s on second and R2 on first when B4 hus an infield fly.
Baserunners are of the opinion two are ou: and they start runmung as soon as
the ball 1s hit F4 fails 10 caich the infield flv, and both runners cross home
plate RULING — B4 s out for hutting infield flv, but runs count since runners
mav advance at theiwr own risk.

-/hen a thrown ball goes past a ficlder and remains in playable terntory

¥hen a fair ball strikes an umpire or bascrunner on fair ground aficr passing or touching

an nficlder.

¢ Whena fair ball strikes an umpire on foul ground.

When any bascrunner has reached the base to which he 1s cntitled if the ficlder fields a
batted or thrown ball with iliegal equipment
When a baserunner 15 called out for passing a preceding runner.
. When a fair ball is legally batted
When a baserunner must return in reverse order while the ball 1s 1n play
When a baserunner acquires the night to a base by touching it before being put out.
. When a basc 1s dislodged while baserunners are progressing around the bases
When a bascrunner runs more than 3 feet (0 91 m) from a d:rect line between that base
and the neat one in regular or reverse order to avoid being touched by the ball in the
handys) of a fieder.

. When a baserunner is tagged or forced out.

When the umpire calls the aserunner out for failure to return and touch the base when
play 1s resumed after a suspension of play.

o. When alive ball appeal play 1s legaily being made

When the batter hits the ball.

When a live ball str.kes a photographer, groundskeeper. policeman, elc., assigned to the

game.

PLAY — B! hus a line shot which hits first base. rnicochets off the bag, and hits
a photographer who is assigned 1o take pictures of the game. Pucher backs up
play and throvss out Bl advancing to second. RULING — Bl is out. Ball re-
mains n play when ut strikes a photogrepher who has been a*vigned  the
game.

r. Whena fly ball has been legally caught,
s. When a thrown ball strikes an offensive player

a. n
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RULE 9, SECTION 3

t  Ifthe batter drops the bat and the ball rolls agamst it in fair territory and, 1n the judgement
of the umpire, there was no intentton to mterfere with the course of the ball The batter is
not out, and the ball 1s alive and mn play.

u. Whena thrown ball strikes an umpire.

v When a play is being made on an obstructed runner, or if the batter-runner 1s obstructed
before he touches first base.

w. Whena thrown ball strikes a c~ch.

x (FPand 16-INCH SP ONLY) When a ball has been called on the batter. When four balls
have been called, the batter may not be put out before he reaches first base

y. (FPand 16-INCP SP ONLY) When a strike has been called on the batter.

z. (FP nd 16-INCH SP ONLY) When a foul ip has been legally caught,

|
PLAY - Does the ball become dead after a foul up, and can there be a foul tup which s |
not caught? RULING — The ball does not become dead on a foul tip, and a |
runner may advance or be put out the same as after any strike. To be a foul tip,
the ball must be caught by the catcher.

aa (SP ONLY) As long as there 15 a play as a result cf a hit by the batter. This ncludes a
subsequent appeal play.

ab. (SP O.LY) When a third strike foul ball is caught

ac (FP OMLY) If the ball shps from a pitcher’s hand during his windup or the backswing.

ad. Whenever the ball is not dead, as provided in Sec 1 of this rule.

Sec. 3. (SP ONLY) THE BALL “.EMAINS ALIVE UNTIL THE UMPIRE CALLS
T1IME, WHICH SHOULD BE DONE WHEN THE BALL IS HELD BY A PLAYER IN
THE INFIELD AREA AND, IN THE JUDGEMENT OF THE UMPIRE, ALL PLAY
HAS CEASED.

RULE 10. UMPIRES

NOTE Failure of umprres to adherr to Rule 10 shall not be groun: . for protest. These
are guidelnes for umpires

Sec, 1. POWER AND DUTIES, The umpi-e, are the representattves of the league or
organization by which they have been assigned to a particular game, and, as such, are
avthorized and required to enforce each section ot these rules. They have the power to order
a player, coach, captain, or manager to Jo or to omit any act which, in their judgement, 1s
necessary to give force and effect to one or all of tnese rules, and to mflict penalties as heretn
prescribed The plate umpire shall havc the authonity to make decistons on any situations not
specifically covered in the rules THE FOLLOWING IS THE GENERAL INFORMATION
FOR UMPIRES:

a  The umprre will not be a member nf either team (1.e., player, coach, manager, officer,
scorer, Or Sponsor).

b The umpire should be sure of the date, time, and place of the game and shuuld arrive at
the playing field 20-30 minutes ahead of time, start the game on tim>, and leave the field
wilen the game is over His jurisdiction begins when he enters the fichd to check the bats,
and ends when he leaves the field following the third out of the last inning.

Q
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RULE 10, secTiON 2

4

The male and female umpire shall wear a powder blue short-sleeve shirt. dark. navy bluc
siduio. dnd 4 udp (Begining 1n 19%0. the cap wiil have white ASA letters on tne tronty All
other paraphernalia (1 ¢ . soc! s. ball bag. jacket. and/or sweater) must also be dark. navy
blue and the shoes and belt must be black for both male and female umptres. A t-shirt 1s op-
tional to wear under the powder blue shirt. however. if one 1s worn. 1t must be white The
plate umpire. 1n fast piich MUST wear a black mask with a black throat protector Body
protectors are recommended for umpires in fast pitch and are optional 1n siow pitch.

The umpures should introduce themselves 1o the capta 1s. managers. and scorers

The umptres should 1nspect the playing ficld boundaries and equipment. and clanify all
ground rules to both teams and their coaches.

Each umpire will have the power to make decisios on violations committed any time during
playing time or duning suspension of nlay

No umpire has the authority to set as.de or question decisions made by another umpire
within the limuts of his respective duties as outlined 1n these ruies

An umpire may consult his assoctate(s) at any ume. however, the final decision v 1 rest
with the umpire whose exclusive authonity 1t 1 to make the deciston and who requ sts the
opinion of the other umipire

In order to define *‘respective duties.” the umpire judging balls and strikes will be
designated as the PLATE UMPIRE. the umpire judging base decisions wil be designated as
the BASE UMPIRE.

‘The plate umpire and base umpire will have equal authority 1o

(1) Call a runner out for leaving a base too soon

(2) Call TIME for suspension of play

(3) Eject a player, coach. or manager from the game for violation of rules

(4) Call all dlegal pitches

The umpire will declare the batter or baserunner out. without waiting for an appeal for such
decision. 1n all cases where such player 15 retired 1n wecord.nce with these rules

NOTE Unless appealed to. the umpire will et call o playc cut for having w.iled to

a

touch a basc. leaving a base 100 sc. 1 0n a fly ball. batur g out of order. or mak-
Ing an aitempt to go to second atter reaching first base, as provided 1n these
rules

The umpire will not penalize a teamn for nfraction of a n.ic when IMposing the penalty
would be 10 the ddvantage of the offending team

Sec. 2. THE PLATE UMPIRE SHOULD:
Take a position behind the catcher He will have full charge of and be responsible fu  the
proper conduct of the game
Call all balls and strikes
By agreement and 1n cooperation with the base umpire. call plays. fair or foul balls. and
legally or 1llegally caught balls On plays whech would necessitate the base umpire leaving
the inficld. the plate umpire will assume the duties normally requirew of the base unipire

. Determine and declare whether

(1) Abatter bunts or chops a tall
(2) A batted ball touches the person or clothing of the batter
(3) A fly ball1s annficld or an outfield fly
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RULE 10, sectioN 3

€. Render base decisions as indicated mn the Umpinng Manual.
f.  Determine when a game 1s forfeited
g Assume all duties when assigned as a single umpire to a game

Sec. 3. THE BASE UMPIRE SHOULD:
a. Take such positions on the playing field as vutlined 1n the Umpiring Manual
v Assist the plate umpire in v ery way to enforce the rules of the game

Sec. 4. RESPONSIBILI™IES OF A SINGLE UMPIRE. If only one umpire is assigned, his
duties and junsdiction will extend to all pomts He will take a position on any part of the ficld
which, 1n his judgement, will best enable him to discharge his duties.

Sec. 5. CHANGE OF UMPIRES. Umpires cannot bz changed dunng a game by the consent
of the opposing teams unless an umpire 1s incapacitated by injury or illness.

Sec. 6. UMPIKE'S JUDGEMENT. There will be no appeal on any decision of any umpire on
the grounds that he was not correct 1n his concluston as to whether a batted ball was fair or foul, a
baserunner safe or out, z pitched ball a ball or strike, or on any play involving accuracy of judge-
ment, and no decision rendered by any urrpire will be reversed except when he 1s convinced 1t 1s
violation of one of these rules In case the manager, captain or cither team does seek reversal of a
decision based solely on a point of rules, the umpire whose decssion 15 1n question watl, if in doubt,
confer with his associate(s) before taking any action, but under no rcumstatices will any player or
person, other than the manager, arting manager, or captam of eitiier team, have any legal nght to
protest any decision and seek 1ts reversal on a claim that it is m conflict with these rules.

a Under no circumstances will any umpire seek to reverse a decision made by an associate, nor
will any umprre criticize or interfere with the duties of his assoctate(s) unless asked (0 do so.

b The umpirc-tn-chief may recttfy any situation m which the reversal . an umpire's dec.sion or a
delayed call by the umpire places a batter-runner, a baserunner, or the defensive team mn
Jeopardy. This correction 1s not possible after one pitch has been thrown

PLAY — With RI on first base and fewer than nvo outs, the nunner attempis o steal second
on the pitch (FP ONLY) The catcher throws 1o second base as the plate wnpire
calls ball four The th ow 15 1n tume, and the base umpire calls the nawner owt As
the runner (R1) leaves for the dutout, the base wmynre reahzes B2 has four balls and
Ri 15 entitled 10 second base. The defense tags 21 when he leaves the base. Had the
umpere not called RI out. he would not have left tize base. RULING ~ Place Rl on
second base and B2 on first base.

Sec. 7. SIGNALS:

a  SAFE — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and arms extended straight out with the palms down,
A verbal call of *"safe"” is made as the arms are snapped to this position from the upper chest.

b SAFE SELL — The same as the safe call, but as the anms are extended straight out with the
palms down, a step should be taken towards the play.

¢ OUT — Body uprigh,, eycs on the ball, and right arm extended strarght up as an extenston of
the shoulder  As we come to the HAMMER position, the elbow 15 bent at a 90° angle and the
fist closed with the fingers facing the right ear The left arm should brought to the mid-
section of the body A verba! call of “*out™ is made as the right arm 15 extended tigh mto
the air and « ontinued as the arm drops nto the HAMMER position

Q
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RULE 10, section 7

d OQUT SELL — Come to up-night position and take a step with left foot directly at the
play Your head shouid remain in position looking at the play as the upper torso turns
perpendicular from the play Raise right arm with an open hand belund your head 1nto a
throwing position as you shuffle your right foot behind the left. Plant night foot and
transfer weight. bringing right arm over the top of your head with a closed fist, and make
a vigorous OUT call Finish call by transferring your weight to the left foot while bring-
ing the right foot forward and parallel to the left.,

¢ STRIKE — Body up-.ght, eyes on the baii, and right arm extended straight up as an ex-
tension of the shoulder As we come to the HAMMER posttion. the elbow 1s bent at a 90°
angle. .nd the fist is closed with the fingers facing the right ear. The left arm should be
brought to the mid-sectien of the body A verbal call of “*strike’ 1s made as the right arm
is extended high into the air and continued as the arm drops 1nto the HAMMER position.

f FAIR BALL — Body uprig: . eyes on the ball. and pont toward fair \. ritory with the
arm that 1s toward the infield There 15 no verbal call on a fair ball, and :f the umpire 1s
wearing amask, it should be in the left hand

g FOUL BALL — On all foul balls except a caught foul fly ball. the bl 1s DEAD, and the
DEAD BALL signal should be gtven preceeding the foul ball signals. For the FOUL
BALL signal, body should be upright. cyes on the ball and the arm extended straight out
from the shoulder toward foul terntury away from tne playing Jeld A verbal call of
**FOUL BALL'’ should be declared as tne arm motion 1s n,ade

h TIME OUT/DEAD BALL — Body upright, and both arms extended high into the air
with the palms of the hands open and facing away from the umpire’s body. A verbal call
of *‘time or **dead ball* is made at the same time the arms are going up

i PLAY BALL — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and the umpire makes a mot-on toward
the pitcher with the right hand A verbal call of **play " or **play ball"” 1s made as the um-
pire motions toward the pitcher.

) HOLD UP PLAY (No Pitch) — Body upright, and raise either hand v..h the pahn facing
the pitcher On a nght-handed batter use the nght hand, and on a left-handed batter use
the lefthand **NOPITCH"" shall be declared 1f the pitcher pitches vshile the umpire has a
hand in said position.

k DELAYED DEAD BALL — Body upnight The left arm 1s extended straight out to the
side of the body as an extension of the shoulder, and the left hand 1s 1n a fist. This positton
is held long enough for the players to see that the umpire has observed the act that pre-
empted thiscall.

I INFIELD FLY — body upright. eyes on the ball, and right arm extended high mnto trhe
air - ith aclosed fist Makz a verbal call of *'inficl.* fly ** If the batted ball 1s near the foul
linecall *‘infield fly, 1f far.”

. TRAPPED BALL — Same assafe signal. The umpire makes a verbal call of **safe."*
FOUL TIP — Body upright and eyes on the ball The fingers of both hands are touched
together, then the umpire gives the strike signal with no verbal call This indicates that the
bat tipped the ball and was caught by the catcher

o COUNT — Body upright Have eye contact with the pitcher Both hands are extended
high above the head. and the fingers are used to indicate the ball and strike count on the
batter Use the fingers of the left hand for balls and the fingers of the right hand for
strikes. A verbal description of the count on the batter is given while the hands are
overhead. Balls are always mentioned first and strikes second.
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RULE 10, secTioN 8

p DOUBLE — Body upright Rasse the nght hand high above the head. indicating with two
fingers the number of bases awarded A verbal call of **two bases"" 1s made while the hand re-
mains over head,

q HOME RUN — Body upnght Rarse the right hand high above the head with a closea fist
Make a counter-clockwise cirching motion with the raised hand A verbal call of **Four Bases ™
1s made at the same time the hand 15 overhead

r FOUR BASE AWARD — Body upright. raise the nght nand high above the head with four
fingers shown A verbal call of “*Four Base Award™ is made at the same tune the hand 1s
overhead

Sec. 8. SUSPENSION OF PL\Y:

a Anumpire may suspend plav vhen, in his _ idgement, conditions justify such action

b Play will be suspended whenever the plate umpire leaves his position 1o brush the plate or to
perform other duties not directly connected with the calling of piays

¢ The umpire will suspend play whenever 4 batter or pitcher ~ »ps out of position for a legitsmate
reason

d  Anumpire will not call ume after pitcher has started his windup

€ Anumpire will not call ime while any play 15 1n progress

f Incase of mpury, ume will not be calfed unut . ' plays 1n progress have been completed or each
runner has been held at his base

g Umpires will not suspend play at the request of players, coaches, or managers unul afl action in
progress by either team has been completed

PLAY — Bases are fidl B4 hus a long I 1o center F7 ond F8 collide n mang 1o make the
cutch, and both are wgured Al nanners cross home Plate Captan requests nme to
prevent the last two runs from sconng RULING - Ball does not become dead
when a plaver is wyured durng « batted or throvn ball Umpire will not call nme
unnd no further pla ;s 1s possible Al four nans count

h. (SPONLY) When, inthe Judeement of an umpire, ol mmedsate play 15 apparently completed,
he should call ime

Sec. 9. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES:

a Players, coaches. mavagers, or other teant members will not 1nahke dispar ging or msulting
remarks to or about opposing players, officidls, or spectators, or commut other acts that coutd
be considzred unsportsmantike conduct

b There will be no more than two coaches for cach team to gne vord. of as astance and direction
to the members of their team while at bat One should be stationed near first base and the other
near third base Each coach must remam 1n his coach®s box

¢ The penalty for violations by a player 1s prompt removal of the offender from the game and
grounds For the first oftense, the coach or manager may be wamad. but for the second of-
tense, he 15 removed from the gane  The offender should go directly to the dressing room for
the remainder of the game or leave the grounds Falure o do so will warsant a forferture of the
game

RULE 11. PROTESTS

Sec, 1. PROTESTS WILL NOT BE RECEIVED OR CONSIDERED IF THEY ARE
BASED SOLELY ON A DECISION INVOLVING THE ACCURACY OF JUDGEMENT
Q PART OF AN UMPIRE, Examples of protests which will not be considered are
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ruLE 11, secTioNn 2

Whether a batted balt was fair or foul

Whether a baserunner was safe or out.

Whether a pitched ball was a ball or a strike.

Whether a pitch was legat or illegal.

Whether a baserunner did or did not touch a base

Whether a baserunner left his base too soon on a caught fly ball
Vrhether a fly ball was or was not caught legally.

Whether it was or was not an infield fly

V/hether there was or was not interference Or obstruction
Whether the field is fit to continue or resume play.

Whether theie s sufficient hight to continue play

Any other matter involving only the accuracy of e umpire’s judgement

Sec. 2. PROTESTS THAT SHALL BE Ri.CEIVED AND CONSIDERED CONCERN
MATTERS OF THE fFOLLOWIN' TYPES:
a. Mismterpretation of a playing rule
b. Fature of an umpire to apply the correct rule to 2 given situation.
¢. Failure of an umptre to impose the correct penalty for a given violation

Sec. 3. PROTESTS MAY INVOLVE BOTH A MATTER OF JUDGEMENT AND THE
INTERPRE™ATION OF A RULE.

EXAMPLE:

With one out and runners on second and thirc, the batter flies out The runner on third tags up
after the catch but the runner on second does not The runner on third crosses the plate before the
ball 1s played at second base for the third out The umpire does not allows the run to score The
questions as to whether the ruaners left their bascs before the catch or whether the play at second
base was made before the runner on third cross the plate are solely matters of judgement and are
not protestable. It 1s a nusmterpretation of a playing rule 1f the umpire fails to allow the run to score
and 1s a proper subject for protest.

Sec. 4. THE NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO PROTEST MUST BE MADE IM-
MEDIATELY BEF' < THE NEXT PITCH. (EXCEPTION Player eligibility)

PLAY () — ] .ructed by F4d while advancing 10 second di..ing @ rundown between first
an  cond bases Umpire rules OBSTRUCTION and retums Rl to first base.
Offensive team protests game {a) befure first puch 1o B2, (b) after first puch to
B2, (c) afier game is over RULING — (a) Protest 1s valid. In (b) and (c) protest
15 denied since it was not made before the next puch.

T TR Mo A0 oW

PLAY () —  Bases loaded. bottom of seventh in ing. two outs, and the score is visitors 4, home
3 Home team (offensive) coach culls a second conference with a batter in that half
nrung. The plate umpire calls the batter out 1o end the game ™ th teams are off the
plaving field and prepanng to leave when the home manager, tests to the umpire
n the parking lot that the ruling was incorrect RULING — The game is over,
When both teams have left the plaving field. no protest can be accepted

a. The manager or acting manager of the protesting team shall imeediately notify the plate um-
pire that € game 1s betng played under protest The plate umptre shall i tum notify the op-
Q  >sing manager and official scorekeeper.
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RULE 11, SECTION 5

b All interested parties shall take notice of the conditions surrounding the making of the
decision, which will aid in the correct determination of the issue..

NOTE: On appeal plays, the appeal must be made before the next puch,_legalatuls.
legal. or before the defensive team has left the field For the purpose of itis,
rule. the defensive team has *left the ficld™* whenthe pitcher and all inficlders
have left fair ternitory on the way to the bench ordugout area.

¢ Once the game 1s completed and both teams have left the ficld. no protest can be filed.
EXCEPTION: Player ehgibility.

Sec. 5. THE OFFICIAL WRITTEN PROTEST MUST BE FILED WITHIN A

REASONABLE "IME:

a Inthe absence f a league or tournament rule fixing the time limut for filing a protest, a
protest should be considered if filed within a reasonable tume, depending upon the nature
of the case and the difficulty of obtaiming the 1formation on which to base the protest

b Within 48 hours after the scheduled time of the contest 15 generally considered a
reasonable time.

Sec, 6. THE FORMAL WRITTEN PROTEST SHOULD CONTAIN THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
a. The date, time, and place of the game
b. The names of the umpires and scorers
¢ The rule and section of the official rules or local rules under which the protest 1s miade.
d  The decision and conditions surrounding the making of the decisi~n
e. All essential facts involved in the matter protested

Sec, 7. THE DECISION MADE ON A PROTESTED GAME MUST RESULT IN
ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
a. The protest s found invahid, and the game score stands as played.
b When a protest is allowed for misinterpretation of a playing rule, the game 1s replayed
from the point at which the incorrect decision was made with the dev.sion corrected.
¢ When a protest for ineligibility 1s allowed. the offending team shall forfert the game being
played, or the game last played. to the offended tcam. -

RULE 12. SCORING

NOTE: Failure of official scorer to adhere to Rule 12 shall not be grounds for protest
These are gurdelines for the official scorer.

Sec. 1. THE ©FFICIAL SCORER SHALL KEEP RECORDS OF EACH GAME AS
OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING RULES. He shall have sole authority to make all
decisions nvolving judgement For example, 1t 1s the scorer's responsibility to determtne
whether a batter’s advance to first base ts the result of a ht or an error. however, a scorer
shall not make a derision which conflicts with the official playing rules or with an umpire's
decision
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RULE 12, SECTION 2

Sec.2. THE BOX SCORE:

a. Eachplayer’s name and the position or posttions he has played shall be Lsted in the order
1n which he batted or would have batted, unless he is removed or the game ends before his
“tarn at bat,

(1) (FP CNLY) The designated player (DP) 1s optional, but if onc is used, it must be
made known pnior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoresheet in the
regular batting order. Ten names will be listed, with the tenth name being the player
playing defense only. This tenth player can only bat1f he moves to the DP position in
the batting order.

EXCEPTION: See Rule 4, Sec. 3c.

(2) (SP ONLY) The extra player (EP) is optional, but if one 15 used, 1t must be made
known piior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoring sheet 1 the regular
batting order. Eleven names for men's and women's slow pitch and twelve names for
co-ed slow pitch wall be on the official batting order, and al wili bat.

b. Eachplayer’s batting and fielding record must be tabulated.

(1) The first column wil! show the number of times at bat by each player but atime at bat
will not be charged against the player when-

(a) He hits a sacnfice fly that scores a runner.

(b) Heis awarded a base on balls.

(c) (FP ONLY) He hits a sacrifice bunt.

(d) (FP ONLY) He is hit by a pitched ball.

(¢) (FP ONLY) He hits a sacrifice slap it NOTE A slap hit 1s defincd as *'a fake
bunt, followed by a controlled swing, resulting 1n the runner advancing’* as in the
case of a sacrifice bunt.

(2) The second column wil! show the number of runs made by each player.

(3) The third column will show the number of base hits made by each player A base hit
is a batted ball that permits the batter to reach base safely:

(a) On a fair ball which settles on the ground, clears the fence, or strikes the fence
before being touched by a fielder.

(b) On a fair ball which is hit with such force or such slowness, or which takes an un-
natural tounce, that it 1s impossible to fi. J with ordinary effort in time to retire
the runner.

(c) When a fair bail which has not been touched by a ficlder becomes dead because of
touching the person or clothing of a runner or umpire

(d) When a fielder unsuccessfully attempts to retire a preceding runner, and in the
scorer’s judgement, the batter-runner would not have been retired at first base
by perfect fielding.

(4) The fourth column will show the number of opponents put out by each player
(a) A putouts credited to a fielder cachtime he:

(1) Catches a fly balt or line drive.

(2) Catches a thrown ball which retires a batter or bascrunner.

(3) Touches a baserunner with bail when the bascrunner 1s off the base to which
he 1s entitled.

(4) Is nearest the ball when a runner s declared out for being struck by a fair ball
or for interference with a fielder, or when a runner is called out for being in
violation of Rule 8, Sec. 8u and Sec 8e.
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RULE 12, secTiON 3

(b) A putout is credited to the catcher-
(1) Wien athird strike 1s called
(2) (SPONLY) Whenthe batt r bunts or chops the ball downward
(3) When the batter fails 1o bat n correct order
(4) When the batter interferes with the catcher.
(5) The fifth column shall show the number of assists made by cach player An assist
shall be credited:

(a) To each player who handles the ball m any seres of plays which results in the
putout of the bascrunncr Only one assist shall be given 1o any player who
handles the ball in any putout A player who has aided 1n a rundown or other play
of the kind shall be credited with both an assist and a putout.

(b) Toeach player who handles or throws the ball i such a manner that a putout
would have resulted except for an crror of a teammate.

(¢} To cach player who, by deflecting a batted ball, aids in a putout

(d) To each player who har.ules the ball ma play which results 1n a baserunner being
called out for interference or for running cut of the baseline.

(6) The sixth column will show the number of errors made by each player Errors are
recorded:

(a) For each player who commits a misplay which prolongs the wrn at bat of the oat-
teror Iife of the present runner.

(b) For the fieldsr who fails to touch the base afier recewving the ball 1o retire a run-
ner on a forceout, or when a bascrunncr is compelled to return 10 base.

() For the caicher. if a batter 15 awarded first basc because of catcher obstruction

(d) For the fielder who fails 1o complete a double play because of dropping the ball.

(€) For the ficlder, if a baserunner advances a base because of his failure 1o stop or
try to stop a ball accurately thrown 10 a base, provided there was occasion for the
throw When more than one player could recerve the throw. the scorer must
determine which player gets the error

Sec. 3. A BASE HIT SHALL NOT BE SCORED:
a When a runner 1s forced out on a batted ball, or would have been forced out except fo. a
fielding error.
Whena player fielding abatted ball reures a preceding runner with ordmary cffort,
¢ Whena fielder fails 1n an attempt to retre a preceding runner and, in the scorer's judge-
ment, the batter-runner could have been retired at first base.

Sec. 4. ARUNBATTED IN ISA RUN SCORED BECAUSE OF:
A safe hit
A sacrifice bunt (FP) or sacrifice fly (FPand SP). (Sce Rule 1. Sec §5)
A caught foul fly
Annficld putout or ficlder's chorce.
A bascrunner forced home because of terference. a ha batsman, or a basc on balls
A home run and all runs scored as a result

! Sec. 5, A PITCHER SHALL BECREDITED WITH A WIN:

} a  When he 1s the starting pitcher, and has pitched at least four innmgs and his team 15 not

| only in the lead when he 1s replaced, but remamns n the jead for the remamnder of the
game
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RULE 12, SEcTION 6

b. When a game ts ended after five inmags of play, and the starting pitcher has pitched at
least three .nmngs, and his team scores more runs than the other team when the game 1s
terminated.

Sec, 6, REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF INNINGS PITCHED, A PITCHER
SHALL BE CHARGED WITH A LOSS IF HE IS REPLACED WHEN HIS TEAM IS
BEHIND IN THE SCORE AND FAILS TO TIE THE SCORE OR GAIN THE LEAD
THEREAFTER,

Sec. 7. THE SUMMARY SHALL LIST THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN THIS
ORDER: |

. The score by inmings and the final score.

The runs batted in and by whom.

Two base hits and by whom.

Three base hits and by whom.

Home runs and by whom.

Sacrifice flies'and by whom.

Double plays and players participating in them.

Triple plays and players participating n them.

Number of bases on balls given by each pitcher

Number of batters struck out by each pitcher.

Number of hits and runs allowed by each pitcher.

The name of the winning pitcher
. The name of the losing pitche..

The time of the game.

The names of the umpires and scorers.

(FPONLY) Stolen bases and by whom.

(FP ONLY) Sacrifice bants.

(FP ONLY) The names of batters it by a pitched ball and the names of the pitchers who

hit them

(FP ONLY) The numver of wild pitches made by each pitcher.
t. (FP ONLY) The number of passed ball. made by each catcher.

Sec, 8, (FP ONLY) STOLEN BASES ARE CREDITED TO A BASERUNNER
WHENEVER HE ADVANCES ONE BASE UNAIDED BY A HIT, PUTOUT,
FORCEOUT, FIELDER’S CHOICE, PASSED BALL, WILD PITCH, AN ERROR,
ORILLEGAL PiTCH,

Sce, 9, ALL RECORDS OF A FORFEITED GAME WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE
OFF.CIAL RECORDS EXCEPT THAT OF A PIT "HER’S WON-LOST RECORD.
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POINTS OF EMPHASIS

1. APPEALS

TYPES: There are four major appeal plays (1) Missing a base, (2) Leaving a base on a
caught fly ball before the ball is first touched, (3) Batting out of order, (4) Attempting
to advance to second base after making the tum at first base.

ALIVE: in all games an appeat can be made durmg a hve ball by touching the base
missed or left too soon on a caught fly ball. or by tagging the runrer committing the
violation if he 15 still on the playing field.

DEAD: The dead ball appeal can be made in all games once time out has been granted.
Any infielder, with or without the ball, can make a verbal appeal on a inrer mussing a
base or leaving a base too soon on a caught fly ball. The admimstering umpire should
then make a decision on the play.

MAY NOT RETURN: A runner may not retum to touch a missed base or one left too
s00n on a caught fly bail i,

1) he has eutered his team area,

2) u« following cunner has scored, or

3) he has touched a base beyond the one missed or left too soon on a caught fly
ball. and the ball becomes dead

WHEN: appeals must be made (1) before the next pitch, legal or illegal, or (2) before
all infielders, ncluding the pitcher, have left their normal positions (crossed the foul
line).

ADVANCE: Runners may advance dunng a hve ball appeal play In FAST PITCH,
if the ball 1s not dead, each runner may leave lus base when (a) the pitcher no longer
has possession of the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher’s plate, or (b) when the pitcher
makes a play on any runner (a fake throwing motion 1s considered a play). If TIME
OUT IS REQUESTED FOR AN APPEAL, THE UMPIRE SHOULD GRANT IT IN
EITHER FAST OR SLOW PITCH, and runners may not advance untl the next pitch.

MORE THAN ONE APPEAL: More than one appeal play may be made. but guess
ing games should not be allowed. Example. Runner misses second by a step but just
touches the comer of third base  Eve: though an appeal is made at third (umpire called
runrier safe), an appeal may be made at second on the same runner.

AWARDS: An appeal must be honored even if the base mussed was before or afler
an award.

PLATE & TAG MISSED: If a runner misses home plate and the catcher misses the
tag, the umpire should- Itesitate If no tag is made, the umpire should declare the run-
ner safe If anappeal play 1s then made by tagging exther the runner or home plate, the
umpire should then make a decision on this appeal play

FORCE OUT: if an appeal is honored at 2 base to which a runner was forced to ad-
vance and the out is a force out, no runs would score if it was the third out If a forced
runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards the base he had
last occupied, the force play is remnstated, and he can again be put out if the defense tcgs
the base t~ ~vhich he is forced NOTE. There cannot be a foree out if the batter does not
become a _aserunner.

‘TAG VJPS: If a runner leaves a base too soon on a fly ball and returns 1n an attempt
to raag, this is considered a ‘ume play’ and not a ‘force out.” If the appeal 1s the third
out, al runs scored by runners in advance of the appealed runner. and scored akead of
the legal appeal, would count.

MISSING FIRST BASE BEFORE THE THROW ARRIVES: If a runner passcs
first base before the throw arnves, he 1s considered to have touched the base unless an
appeal play 1s made.

O
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FOURTH OUT APPEAL An appeal may be made after the third out. as long as it is
made properly. Lc . one out with a runner on third amd & runner on first base  Batter
hits a fly blal that 1s caught. Each runner leaves b s base before the caught ball 1s touch-
ed. The appeal made at fint base for the thud out. The defensive team then makes
another zppeal at third before the infielders leave the inveld The runner on third would
be dectared out also. and the run would not count

BATTING OUT OF ORDER may be appealed by the defensive teain while the batter
1s at the plate The offenstve team may correct a wrong batter at the plate wrh no
penaltty  Once a batter has completed hus turn at bat and before the net pitch. the ap-
peal “uay b made by the defensise team only

BATTING OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX

In order for the batter to be walled out for “*batting out of the box.”" vne or both feet mst be
on the ground completely outside the lines of the box when contact is made with the ball.
The lines of the batter’s box are considered inside the box The batter 18 to be called out if any
part of his foot 18 touching home plate when he hits the ball. even though he may be toucmng
the hnes of the batter’s box

Hitng the ball while out of the batter’s box 1s not an appeal play It must be called im-
mediately  The batter 1s out whether the ball 15 hit tair or foul In cases where there are no
battzr's box lines evident, good judgement must be used. and the benefit of any doubt must
£0 to the batter

CATCHFR'S BOX

The catcher's box as desurbed in Rule 2. Sec 4d 18 10 feet 1n length from the rear omside
corners of the batters” boxes and shed be 8 feet 5 m hes in wadth from the outside edges of
the batters’ bowes, including home plate (52 ONLY ) The catcher cannot have any part of ns
body or equipmer  touching the ground outude the hio >« of the catcher's box until the ball 1
batted, touches the ground betnd hume plate, ur reaches the catcher's box Touching the
ground by the catcher outside the catcher™s box lines 18 a violation of Rule 6. Sec 3d and 1
an dlegal pitch. The mtent of ths rule 18 o prevent catcher vbstruction and injury .c vatchers

Even if the catcher 18 legally within the catcher’s box, he may not obstruct the batter
Obstruction does not require contact between the catcher and the bat or batter The umpice
req.2st for the catcher to move farther away from the batter to avend injury or obstruction
should always be obeyed, (Sce catcher obstruction under POE )

CONFERENCES

A Defensive
A charged defensive conference tahes place when the defense requests a suspension of
play for any reason. and a repre entative enters the playing field and vonfers with the
pitcher The mtent of the rute 18 to reduce delays in the game It is also a conference if
the team representative confers with another player who, jiv to a pitch being
thrown, ~onfers with the pitcher. The umpire should advise the team representative
when he declares a charged conference The penalty for a second charged conference
with the same pitcher ir one 1inning 1s removal of the pitcher from the pitching position
for the duration of that game.
The folowng are not Defensive Conferences®
1) If the team representative informs either umpire prior to crossing the toul line that

he s removing the pitchier, and he does so.

2) Shouting of structions from: the dugout arca to the pitcher
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3) If adugout representative confers with a pitcher during a charged offensive
conference and 1s ready to olay ball when the offense is
4) A manager playmg in the game may confer with the prtchet and 1s not
charged, however. an umpire can control repeated meetings between a play-
ing manager and a pitcher by first issuing a warning, and then cjecting that
nanager
OFFENSIVE
An offensive charged conference ocours when the offensive team requests a
suspension of play and i granted time by the umpire w allow a team represen-
tattve (usually the manager or coach) to confer with & batter or baserunn.r. One
conference is allowed between the team representative and either one batter
and’or all baserunners per inning  Penalty: The umpire should refuse to allow the
second conference If the offensive team insists on holding a second conference 1n
an mnmng after being mformed by the umprre that it 18 not permutted, the umprre
should eject the tean i epresentatiy ¢ from the ganie and froni the playing ficld Itis
not a charged offensive conference 1f 1) ateam representative ,onfers with a bat-
ter or bascrunnier during a defenwive charged conference and s ready to play when
the defenses, and 2)1f pucher 1sput g ona warm-up jacket

6  DELAYED DEAD BALL SITUATIONS
There are now five situations when umpires will enforee a delayed dead ball call
1) Anzllcgal pich (Rule 6, Sec 1-8)
2) Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8. Sce 2d) b
3) Plate umpire obstruction (Rule 8, Sec 6d)
4) Obstruction (Rule 8. Sec Sby
5) Runner at 3B or 1B assisted by a coach ona tag up (Rule 8, Sec 8n)
Once the entire play 1s completed 1n each situation, the proper enforcement should be
made In (5) 1 double play could be called one out on the coach assnting the runner,
ond the second out on the caught bali

7 DELIBERATELY CRASHING INTO A FIELDER WITH THE BALL

(Interference)

Inorde to prevent injury and protect the defensive player attempting to make a play cn

abaserunner, the bascrunner must be called out 1f he remains on his feet and dehiberate-

ly. with great force, crashes mnto a defensive player hotding the ball and waiting to
apply atag NOTE If the act 1s determunced to be flagrant. the offender will be ¢jected.

A runner may clide into the ficlder.

1) When a runncr 1s called out for deliberately crashing nto a fielder holding the
ball, the ball becomes dead. Each runnct inust return to the last basc touched 1t
the trme of the contact

2)  If. in number (1) above. the runner deliberately crashed into a fielder huiding the
ball before he was put out, and, in th- udgement of the umpire, it was an attempt
to break up an obvious double play, the immediate succeeding runner witl also
be declarad out under Rule 8, Sec. 8j.

3 if the denberate crash occurs after the runner was called out. the runner closest
toh e plate will be declared out under Rule 8, Sec. §r.

4)  If an obstructed runncr not being played on dehberately crashes into a fielder
holding the ba'l, the obstruction call will be ignored, and the runner will be
called out under Rule 8, Sec. 8t An award of this type under Rule 8, Sec. Sb(1)

’ Q and (2) does not give the runncr the night to violate Rule 8, Sec. 8s
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If a runner being played on is obstructed and then deltberately crashes into a fielder
holding the ball. the obstruction call will still be honored since the ball becomes dead
immediately on this type of obstruction, and bases will be awarded according to Rule
8, Sec. 5b(1). The runner, however, will be ejected from the game under Rule 8,
scc. 8sif the act of deliberately crashing into the fielder is flagrant.

8. DESIGNATED PLAYER ORDP (FP ONLY)
This individual was previously called the DH. however, because of the rule change.
whereby he can play defense, he shall now be called a *‘designaied player** or DP The
player listed number 10 in the batting order, who plays defense only. will be called the
*DEFO"'.

)
2)
3)

4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

a)
b)

<)

d)

e}

O
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Any of the starting ten (10) players may be withdrawn and re-enter the game one
time.

Only mne players can bat. however, defensive players may play any position any
ume on defense without penalty DP's are not linited to only one defensive posttton.
No one 1s considered to have left the game until he has been removed from the bat-
ting order EXCEPTION The DEFO 1s considered to have left the game any time
he is substituted for, or the DP plays defensc for him.

If the *DP" plays defense for some player other than the DEFO. 1 reality the other
player only bats and assumes thz DP role temporarily

A starting player and hus sutstitute can never be in the game at the same tine

The DP and DEFO can nev:r be on offense at the same time

The DEFO can never play offense only.

The DEFO may entcr the game offensively for the original DP only

The DP can never play defense only.

The DP and the DEFO ran both re-cnter onc time, just Iike any other starting player.

9. DOUBLE BASE
With the approval of the double base at first base. the following rules should be enforced
for its usage*

A Satted ball hittsag the white portion 1s declared fatr, and a bated ball hitting the
orange portion is declared foul.

Both white and orange portions are treated equally for both the offense and the
defense when running out a base hit or attempting to tag the bag for a force out.

The batter-runncr may use the orange portion on the first atempt at first base.
however, should he reach and go beyorx first base. »¢ must return t0 the white por-
tion

Should the batter-runner round the bas on + hit through the infield or to the outficld,
he must retum 1o the white portion.

Whentagging up on a fly ball, the white portion must be used

On an attempted pick off play (FP Only), the runner must return to the white por-
tion.

10 EQUIPMENT ON THE PLAYING FIELD

No detached equipment or uniform other than that being used in the game at the time
should be on the playing field Equipment which can be on the f.eld with no violation
includes the batter’s bat and the catcher's mask. Loose gloves. hats, bats. (including
the on-deck batter’s bats), jackets, et , ly:ng on the playmmg field could cause a
blocked ball or inte-I:rence (Rule 8, Sec. Sg).
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THROWN BALL: (1) If a thrown ball hits loose equipment belonging to the team
at bat, interference is ruled if such action interferes with the play. The player be-
ing played on shall be declared out, the bal! is dead, and cach baserunrsr must
return to the last base touched prior to the thrown ball hitting the loose equipment.
(2) If the bat or glove belongs to the team 1n tae field. 1t becomes a blocked ball,
and the overthrow rule applies. (3) If no play is being made on a runner when an
overthrown ball hits loose equipment, the ball becomes dead immediately, but no
out is called.

BATTE! BALL: (1) A batted foul ball touching loose equipment is a foul ball. (2) A
batted fair ball bouncing off a fielder or a base and touching loose equipment
belonging to a) the offense or b) the defense is con: dered a live ball and in play.

The umpire should make every effort to keep the playing field free of loose equip-
ment or clothing. When it is noticed, have it removed immediately,

1. EXTRA PLAYER OR EP (SPONLY)
This individual was previously called the **EH""; however, because of the rule change,
whereby he can now play defense, he shall now be called 2. ""extra player'’ cr “EP.”
If a team uses the EP it must be on th: hine-up card at the start of the game, and the team
must end the game with 11 players o forfeit

All 11 players bat, but only 10 play defense. Changes with the defensive players can be
made each inning: however, the ba.ting order cannot change. (1.¢., the EP can sit on the
bench one inning, play 38 one inming, play outfield one mnning, sit on the bench agarn,
and then play 1B All wou!d be legal as long as the EP remained in his same posttion 1n
the batting order This would be the same for any of the 11 starting players).

Any of the starting 11 can leave the game once and re-enter A starting player and his
substitute cannot be in the game at the same time. If this occurs, the manager and the
player listed in the wrong spot on the batting order are ejected by the umpire.

12. FAKETAG
1) A “FAKE TAG” occurs when a fielder with the ball deceives the runner by 1im-
peding his progress (Exp: causing him to slide, slow down, or stop running).

1) “Obstruction’ 1s called when a FAKE TAG 1s made as mentioned above., It
is classified as **Obstruction on a runner NOT being piayed*’ on The umpire
shall give the delayed dead ball signal and let the play continue to its comple-
tion The obstructed runner — and each other runner affected by the obstruc-
tion — wil always be awarded the base or bases he would have reached 1f
there had not been any obstruction under Rule 8, Sec. 5b(2) Remnember, each
runer 1s awarded a base or bases only if, in the judgement of the umpire, he
would have made the base or bases had there not been an, obstruction.

b) The umpire should rule *‘Obstruction” on the FAKE TAG. Continued
FAKE TAGS should result in ejection. In flagrant cases where the shding
player gets hurt, the offended player should be ejected without waming.

¢) If afielder fakes a tag, but the runner continues on to the next base without
sliding or breaking stride, there 1s no rule violation. Obstruction is * ‘the act of
a fielder in the basepath without the ball, impeding the progress of a runner.’’
In this case the progress was not impeded

13. FALLING OVER THE FENCE ON A CATCH
Q _A player docs not have to have either one or both feet on the ground when making a
E lC catch 1f he catches a ball 1n the air and his momentum carries him through or over a

Aru text providsd by enic | ‘
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fence. the cateh 1s good. the batter is out. the ball 1s dead. and with fewer than two outs,
all runners are advanced one base without hiability to be put out Guidehnes to use are
(1) If he catches the ball BEFORE he touches the ground outside the playing arca. the
catch 1s good (2) If he catches the ball AFTER he touches the ground outside the play-
ing area. it 1S not a catch.

FORFEITS

1)  Remember. only the plate umgire may forfeit a game (Rule 10, Sec 2f)

2) If a base umpire forfeits a game. however. the plate umpire. if he agrees on the
forfeiture. should also announce the forfait If the plate umpire disagrees. he
should reverse the base umpire’s decision. zlthough this should rarely happen

3)  The umpire may forfeit a game if physically attacked by a player or spectator
The word “*may ™" 1s used imstead of **shall™ to give the umptre leeway since cir-
cumstances often dictate whether or not the game should be forfeited An umpire
should have good judgement when forfeiting a game  Forfeiture of a game should
always be his last option

HITTING A BALL A SECOND TIME

When an umptre considers the act of a batter *‘hitting a ball a second time."” he should

place the act into three categones. These are

1) Ifthe batisr hand(s) of the batter when the ball comes into contact wath it. the
umpire shousd ALWAYS consider that the batter deliocrately contacted the ball
with the bat a second timie. If the bat 1s over fair ternitory. including over home
plate, and the batter 1s 1n the batter’s box. it1s a foul ball 1f one foot of the batter
15 out of the batter’s box. he 1s out. If the ball is over foul terntory or n the
batter’s box when the sccond contact is made. it 1s a foul ball When in doubt.
don’t guess the batter out Callit a foul ball.

2) ifthe bat s out of the batter’s hand(s) (dropped or thrown). and it hits the ball in
fair terntory. the ball 1s dead. and the batter 13 out. If the ball hits the bat on the
ground. the batter 1s notout The umpire should then determine whether the ball is
fair or foul based on the fair/foul rule. If the ball rolls against the bat in fair ter-
ritory, it remains alive until touched or the ball stops It it stops or is touched n
fair territory. ita1s a fair ball If after touching the bat 1n fair ternitory ut rolls to foul
ground ana stops. 1t 1s a foul ball. f the ball rolls agatns tthe batin foul ternitory. 1t
is a foul bali regardless.

3) If abatter swings and misses the ball but accidentally hits it on the backswing. or
ntentionally hits it on the second swing. the ball 1s dead whether hut fair or foul.
and is called a foul ball. If on the third strike 10 slow patch. the batter 1s out

HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP ONLY)

A Iimit of over the-fence home runs will be used 1n all men’s and co-ed slow pitch divi-
sions. All balls hit over the fence in a game BY A TEAM in excess of the following
limits will be ruled a foul ball. and if a foul ball 1s the third strike. the batter ts out
Super (Unlimited). Major (12. any Class A (6). any fair hall it over the fence in excess
of B. C, Master. and Co-ed hmits are ruled an out. These limits are. Class B (3). any
Class C (1). any Masters (3). and any Co =d (3) Thereis no home run limit for women
or youth play.

Any ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence in fair territory
should be considered a four base awurd and not included 1n the total of over-the fence
home runs.
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If the batter misses first base on a home run, and an appeal play results in the batter be-
ing catled out, he is not credited with a hit and the team is not charged with a home run.
If the batter misses any other base and an appeal play results in the kater being called
out, the hit would still count towards the home run over-the-fence fimit even 1If only
recorded as a single or double * * the scorebook, as long as a run scores.

IMAGINARY LINE OR DEAD BALL AREA

When a fielder carries a live ball into a dead ball area. the ball becomes dead, and
base(s) are awarded all bascrunners If the act is unintentional, the award »sone base 1f
the act is intentional, the award 1s two bascs. The award is governed from the last base
legally touched at the time the ball became dead.

If a chalk line 15 used to designate an **out of play”" area, the line is considered 1n play
If a fielder is touching th line, he 1s considered in the ficld of play and may make a
legal catch or a legal throw If either foot 1s on the ground completely in dead ball ter-
ritory (not touching the line), the ball becomes dead. No play can be made.

If a player has one foot inside the hne or touching the line, and another foot 1n the air at
the time a catch is made, the catch 1s good. and the batter 1s out. If the fielder then steps
1nto a dead ball area (foot on the ground), the ball becomes dead. and ait baserunners
are awarded one base from the last base touched when the ball became dead

INTENTIONALLY DROPPED BALL

The bali could not be intentinnally dropped unless the ficloer has actually caught and
then dropped 1t Merely guiding the ball to the ground should not be considered an 1n-
tentionally dropped bal}.

INTENTIONALLY THROWN BALL OUT OF PLAY

Defensive players who intentionally throw a ball out of play worder to prevent a runner
from returmng to a previous base will be penalized by awarding the runner two bases
from the base he was at when the bali left the fielder's hand. Normal award would be
from the *‘oniginal base'” 1f a 1unner is returming to the original base. (See Rule 8. Sec
5. exception).

INTENTIONAL WALK (FPONLY)

The ball 1s alive during an intentional walk 1n fast pitch Al defensive players, except
the catcher who must be in his catcher's box. must be in fair ternitory untl the ptch is
released If they dc not position themselves in fair territory. an illegal pitch should be
called for cach pitch thrown while the defense 15 standing in foul terrtory In fast pitch
the pitchies must be thrown to the batter

INTENTIONAL WALK (SPONLY)

Because the ball 1s dead when it crossesthe * te and therefore no play may be made, 1t
is permissible for the batter to be walked mtentionally if the plate umpire 1s notified by
the pitcher. IF TWO SUCCESSIVE BATTERS ARE TO BE WALKED, the plate
umpire may not award the second intentional walk until the first batter reaches first base
(Rule 8, Sec. 2c).

INTERFERENCE

Interference 1s defined **as the act of an OFFENSIVE player or tcam member waten
impedes, hinders, or confuses a defensive player attempting to exccute a play."* Defen-
sive players must be given the opportunity to field the ball anywhere on the playing

Teld.
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a)  Baserunning interfarence includes a baserunner interfering with a fielder, a
baserunnar being hit by a far batted ball, and 2 thrown ball stnking equipment left
on the ficld by the offensive team.

1) When a baserunner inter{ures with a fielder, it may be tn the form of physical
contact, verbal distraction, visual distraction, or any other type of distraction
which would hinder the fielder 1n the exccution of a play The ump. . ™ust
determine if the tnterference occurred before or after the baserunner who in-
terfered was put out, and then apply the proper rule

2) When a baserunner 1s hit by a farr batted ball, 1t 1s interference f it occurred
before 1t passed an infielder (excluding the pitcher) or after 1t passed an -
f.*ler (f another inficlder had a chance to make an out}. and provided the
bascrunaer was not 1n contact with a base It1is NOT interference if the batted
ball touched or was touched by a player before it hit the baservnner

t)  Batter interference oceurs while the batter 1s at bat and before he hits the ball It
occurs in Fast Pitch when the batter interferes with the catcher’s throw on an at-
tempted steal or whien he interferes with the catcher on a play sc the plae. The bat-
ter's box 1s not a sanctuary for the batter He mwust vacawe 1t to prevent in-
terference.

c)  On-deck batters may be ru' 1 for interference if they interfere w.th a throw or a
ficlder's opportunity to make an vut on a fly bais

d) Coach’s interference occurs when a base coach rurs toward home 2nd draws a
throw. when he interferes with a fielder attempting to catch « throw a ball, or
when he aids a runner The coach’s box 1s not a sanctuary.

e)  Spectator int2r erence occurs whenever 2 spectator eaters the field and int~rfercs
with a play . ri reaches onto the ficld froa the st~nds and prevents a ficlder from
catching - ity ball in the field of play. T.1s not interference 1f the ficlder reaclies
mte e stands The field belongs 1o the fielder. and the stands belong to the spec-
tators

f)  Umpire interference occurs when (1) (F? & SP) an umpire is hut by a fair beted
ball before it passesa  iclder (excluding the pitcher or (2) (FP) wher an um-
pire interferes with a cuccher's attempt to put out a baserunner sicaling. In .iumber
(1) the datter ru.ner 1s awarded first base (exception to the statement that
someone mu.t be called out on nterference) In number (2) 1t 1s interference oaly
if the bascrunner 1s not put out, in which case he 1s rewrned to his base In no
other case 1s umpire interference ruled.

Wh,n batter, baserunncr, on-deck batte: or coach inierference occurs, the ball is

dead, someone must be called out, ana each baserunner must return to the fast

base touched at the time of the interference.

23 LOGX-BACK RULE (FPONLY)

Rule 8. Sec. 8t Thebaserunner s OUT:

When he fail* to keep contact with the base to which he 1s ent led unul a legally pitched
ball has been released. When a bascrunner is legitimatels Hft his base after a pitch or the
result of a batter completing his ture atbat, he mustir  «diately attemipt to advance to
the next base or immediately return to the base left while the pitcher has the ball within
the $-foot radius of the pitcher's plate The responsibility is completely on the run-
ner. There is no obhigation o the p:. “orto LOOK, FAKE, OR THROW.

ERIC
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) Failure to immediately proceed to the next base or return to his original base after
the pitcher has the ball within the 8-foot radius of the pitcher's plate will result in
the bascrunner being declared out.

2)  Once the runner returns to a base for any reason, he will be declared out 1f he
leaves said base unless: a) a play is made on him or another runner; b) the pitcher
does not have possession of the ball within 8 feet of the pitching plate; c) the
pitcher releases the bali o the batter; or d) the pitcher drops the ball.

3)  If two runners are off base and two different umpures call each runner out, deter-

mine which runner was called out first and return the other to the base he left. It 1s

not possible to obtain two outs on this rule.

A base on balls is treated the same as a batted ball as long as the batter-baserunner con-
tinues past first base. If, however, the batter-baserunner stops at first base and then
steps off the base after the pitcher has the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher’s plate, he 1s
OUT.

If, after the pitcher has the ball within 8 feet of the pitchers plate, the runner starts back
to his onginal base or forward to another base and then stops or reverses direction, he ts
OUT unless the pitcher makes a play on him. When a play is made on a runner, ne may
stop or reverse his direction

If, after the pitcher has the ball within 8 feet of the pucher’s plate, the runner stands off
his base and does not IMMEDIATELY attempt 1 advance or return, he 1s OUT.

If the pitcher throws the ball from within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, carries it from
there; sets 1t on the ground, or otherwise loses possession of it, including handing 1t to
another player (even within the 8 feet), it is in.crpret~ as MAKING A PLAY and run-
ners on base may leave at their own risk, provided « * % out. A fake throw 1s also
considered MAKING A PLAY. The throwing arm mns. v msed on a fake throw and
an actual movement forward must be macl:. Just raising the arta is not considered a fake
throw.

Within the 8-foot radius means a) standing on the line, or b) standing completely inside
the 8-foot circle hine.

OBSTRUCTION
Obstruction is the act of a fielder, while not in possession of the ball, 1n the act of
fielding a batted ball, or about to receive a thrown ball, which impedes the progress of a
baserunner who is legally runming bases.

Whenever obstruction occurs, whether a play is being made on a runner or not, the um-
pire will call *‘obstruction’* and signal a delayed dead ball. The ball will remain alive.
1f the obstructed runner is put out prior to reaching the base he would have reached had
there not been obstruction, a dead ball is called and the obstructed runner — and each
other runner affected by the obstruction — will be awarded the base(s) he would have, in
the umpire’s judgement, had there not been obstruction. An obstructed runner may
never be called out between the two bases where he is obstructed. If he is tagged be-
tween the same two bases, the obstructed runner would either be awarded the forward
base, or returned to the last base touched.

If the obstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had
there not been obstruction, he is . ing at jus own risk and if tagged, would be called
out. The ball remains alive, and other plays can be made.
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When an obstructed runner not being played on 1s awarded or reaches a base he would
have made without obstruction, and a preceding runner 1s on that base. time will be call-
ed. The obstructed runner wili be awarded that base, and the runner occupying it will be
entitled 10 the next base without liability to bu put out PLAY — R1 advances to third
base and remains there  R2 1s obstructed rounding second base and 1s not being played
on. He makes 1t safely to third base  This 1 the base he would have reached had he not
been obstructed. The ball is thrown to the third baseman while there are two runners on
third base. RULING. **Two runners on the same base™ does not apply here Since R1
15 forced. the umpire will call nme and award R1 home and R2 third base

PLAY — R2 15 obstructed between second and third bases while a play 1s being made at
the plate on R1. The be'" 1s then thrown to F6 who tags the obstructed runner. R2 near
third base. F6 then throws the ball to F4. who tags the batter-runner R3 attempting to
reach second base

RULING. R2 15 a runner *‘not being played on®* during the obstruction, thus. at the
time of the obstruction . the ball remained ali ¢ and in play unul the next play 15 com-
pleted, The play at the plate was legal When the ball is thrown to F6 and the *ag made
on the obstructed R2, the ball is ruled dead and R2 awarded third 1f 1n the umpire’s
judgement he would have made third. R3 1 returned to first base. because the ball was
dead

When the baserunner 1s obstructed during a *‘rundown’” a delayed dead ball 1s called
If the runner 1s tagged after being obstructed, time 15 called and the batter awarded the
base he would have made If the ball 1s overthrown after the obstruction. the runner can
advance He cannot be called out between the two bases he was obstructed

“‘Catcher obstruction®” is a delayed dead ball call Should catcher obstruction be call-
ed when the batter hits the ball. and if the batter reaches first base safely. and 1f all other
runners have advanced at least one base. the obstruction 1» cancelled Al action as a
result of the batted ball stands If the batter does not reach first base. however. or if one
of the other runners docs not advance at least one base, the manager of the batting team
has the option of taking the result of the play. or awarding the batter first base and ad-
vancing other runners only if they are foreed because of the batter being awarded first
base

OVERTHROWS

Runners are almost always awarded two bases on overthrows which become blocked
When the throw 1s by an infielder or an outfielder. the two bases are awarded from the
last base touched at the time the ball left the thrower’s hand.

Direction of runners has no bearmg on the award. 1 ¢ . when an overthrow 15 made on a
runner returmng to a base. he 15 awarded two bases from that base 1f he was returning
to first base and the throw was from the outficld and 1t left the outficlder’s hand before
the ninner got back to first base. the runner would be awarded third base

If a runner touches the next base and returns to his original base. the original base he
left 1s constdered the "ast base touched” for purposes of an overthrow award

The award of bases 1s based on the position of the front runner if there are two runners
between the same bases at the ttme of award. Two runners between first and second will
be awarded second and third, however if two runners are between sceond and third,
both will be awarded home.
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When a fielder loses possesszon of the ball on an attempted tag and the ball then enters
the dead ball area or becomes bloched, all runners are awarded one base from the last
base touched at the ime the ball entered the dead ball arca 0+ became blocked

(FP only) On pitched balls going out of play. the baserunners ar. awarded one base
from the last base touched at the ume of the pitcli Batters recerving a walk as a result of
four balls are sull awarded first base only, if ball fou gets away frons the catcher and
goes out of play.

26 PITCHER'S UNIFORM
A pucher should be dressed identical to other players onthe team A long siceved sweat
shirt under the jersey of any color 15 acceptable ' two playars (nduding the pitcher)
have sweatshirts on, they nust be identical in color and siyle No player may wear rag-
ged. frayed, orslit sleeves on an exposed undershirt
A pitcher may wear a wrist band and a batung glove on the glove wrist and hand The
batting glove can be white (FP only) Nothing can be on the pitching wrist or hand, in-
cluding a bandaid
(SP ONLY) Pitchers may wear a wrnst band on their i-clung aimand can have a band-
aid on puching fingers
A pitchier may wear the pitchers toe plate on his shoe
Exposed white shiding pads under a female pitcher™s shorte should not be allowed when
the female pitcher 15 1n a pitching position

27 PROTESTED GAME UPHELD AND RESCHFDULED:
When protested game 1s upheld, the game 15 to be rescheduled from the pointat which nt
was protested. Although the same lineups are to be vwed v Yen the game 1s resumed,
there 15 no penalty for substitutions to by legal!, placed into the lineups at this ume
Eenf a player was not at the protested game. he 1s legal to be substututed when the
game 18 rescheduled as long as he 1son the roster 1f a player was ejected in the onginal
ganie after the protest was filed. that player can legally play 1n the rescheduled game

28 RUNSCORING ON THIRD OUT OF INNING
A run will not score 1f the third out of the inning «» 4 force out at first base (batter-runer)
or at another base 1f a preceding runner 1s forced because of the batter-runner becoming
abascrunner,
Missed bases could result 1n a force out { e . 1f the ruaner Troni first vase nussed se-
cond base on a base hit and that was the third ont of the Inning when properly appealed.
the run would not count)
An appeal play on a runnet leaving a base too so0n on a caught fiy ball 1s considered a
*‘ume play™ and not a force If the appeal results in the third out, any runners preceding
the appealed runner would score 1f they crossed hone plate pror to the appeal being
made

29  SHOES.
Metal cleats are legal in adult male and female fast and slow pitch They are not legal in
adult co-ed slow pitch play or any level of youth fast or slow pitch Polyureathene or
plastic cleats shaped to luok like a metal triangle toe o7 eal plate are illegal in youth and
co-ed play also If there are nubbins or round plastic cleats in addition 1o the triangle
plate. the shoe 1s legal Cleats that screw onto a post are illegal. but cleats that screw 1n-
to the shoe are legal. j
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STEALING (Slow Pitch)

Rase stealing is illegal in Slow Pitch; however, the runner 1s r,ot out. Since the ball is
dead on balls and strikes, he is returned to the base he hela at the time >f the pitch.
Because he cannot steal, he may not be picked off base either A runner may be called
out for failure to keep contact with a base to which he is entitled unti] a legally pitched
ball has reached home plate.

SUBSTITUTIONS

All substitutions must be reported to the plate umpire who in turn wi'l report the
changes to the official scorekeeper.

If a substitution is in the game without reporting, he 1s considered an *‘unreported
substitute,”’ and when brought to the plate umpire’s attention. the umpire will eject him
from the game. Once ejected by the umpire, that player now becomes an *“inehigible
player.”’ Refer to Rule 4, Sec. 7a for various situations.

If a manager removes a substitute from the game and re-enters the same substitute later
in the game, this is considered an tllegal re-entry. For an illegal re-entry, the player and
his manager are ejected This would not be a forfeit The only ime a game 1s forfeited
for a substitution violation s 1f a player ejected by the umpire (ineligrble player) is back
in the same game.

Violation of any substitution rule is handied as a protest by the offended team.

TIE GAMES OR GAMES CALLED WHICH ARE LESS THAN REGULATION,
When these games are rescheduled, the same procedure should be followed as stated in
POE #27 *’Protested games upheld and rescheduled.”

In determining tie games after five mnings (regulation game) have been played, the
home team must have had the opportunity to bat and tie the scon . ¢ 1t has scored more
runs than the visiting team and the game is called in the fifth or sixth inning, the home
team shall be the winner. If the visiting team has scored more runs than the home team
in the sixth or seventh and the home team has not had the opportunity to bat, the game
reverts back to the previous inming If that score was tied, 1t would be a tie game, 1f the
sccre was not tied when 1t reverted back. a winner could be declared if one team was
ahead and five full innings have been played.

If a game is called before five full innings have been played (or four and cne-half (f the
home team is ahead), the game will be resumed at the point at which it was called

TIE BKEAKER RULE

Although not officially adopted by the ASA. .ic ie breaker rule 1s used by the NCAA
and in local leagues Depending on the nming to enforce the e breaker, during each
half inning of 1ts use, the offensive team shall begin 1ts turn at bat with the player who is
scheduled to bat minth in that respective half inning being placed at second base. (1.e .1f
the number five batter is to lead off. number four in the batting order will be placed at
sccond base. A substitute can be insertea for the runner )

1:3
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Official .. . ... . ......

Putting inplay.. .. ... .
Unintentionally carned e e

BASEONBALLS ... . ..
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BASE PATH .

BASERUNNER
Abandons basc
Assisted by anyone

Award of basss on ovenhrow of ball out

ofplay. .. ......

Rase stealing

Bases touched in proper order
Coach draws throw at home

Comes into contact with ficlder attempting

to field ball
Comes into contact with ﬁcldcr not
entitledtoball ... ..
Deliberate cortact with
fielder with ball
Enters team area .
Entitled to advance with habihity
to be put out
Entitled to advance without Imbnlny
tobeputout ... .

Fails to keep contact with base until
pitched ball reaches home plate
Fails to heep contact with base until

the ball leaves the pitcher s hand
Fails to return to base after play has
resumed .
Fails to rcturn to basc or prmccd to
next base when balt1s1n the 8” circle
Hit by batted ball

Itlegal pitch. .. .

Intentionally kicking ball

Interferes with play after being
declared out

Interferes with play before being
declared out

Leaving basc after returming

T caving base onan appeal .
e
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Leavingbasetoosoon . .. . .......
16"
Leadingoff . .... .. ...... . SP
FP
Misseshomeplate . . .. ......
Mustreturntohisbase .. .. .....
Notout .... ..... .
Obstructcd e e
Offensive team collecting to confuse
defense e e
Out ... .
Overruns ﬁrst base and attempts to go
to second . e
Passes anothcr runner.
Running bases in reverse order
Kunning out of baselinc
Running start ...
Struck by fair batl while off base
Struck by fair ball whilc ont sse
Two occupy*ng base at sar.,¢ time
BASES .. ....
Drawmng ... ......
Runming in legal order
BASE UMPIRE . ..
BAT...... ...
Hitting ball sccond time
Warm-up ...
BATTED BALL .
BATTER
Becomes a batter-runiter .
Chopping down on ball Sp

Enters batter's box with altered bat

Enters batter's box with 1llegal bat

Hindenng the catcher
Hit by fair ball
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Hitbypitch. ... .......

FPM

ditting a fair ball with the bat a
second time ... AN
Hitting withitlegal bat

Intentiona watk .
Notta'. _ yositionin 10 seconds
On~ hatter .. .. .

;across home plate while pitcher
: pitching position . . .
sping out of batter’s box

When third out is made while at bat
BATTER-RUNNER. .

Going directly to first base .
Overrunning first base ..
FPM
Running back to home AP
Running outside 3-foothne ...... .

BATTER’SBOX ...
Dime.sions .
Drawing ..

BATTER'SON-DECK CIRCLE .......
Batter may leave .
Drawing ....... ... ...

BATTING ORDI'R

For designated player. .... FPM

BATYING OUT OF ORDER ...
Whileonbase .............
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Game
Rule
Section
Article

BLOCKEDBALL .. ... ...... 1 10
9 1 v
Offensive equipmenton field ..... 8 5 g(play4)
BODY PROTECTORS ... .. v e e 3 9
Forumpires .... ... .... . 10 1 ¢
BOXSCORE . ......... . 12 2 ab
BUNT .. .... ...... .o 1 11
thtwostnkcsonthebattcr . .. FPM 7 111
SP 7 Il n
CAPS
Forplayers. .. . . ... . 3 11 a
For umpires ......... . 10 1 ¢
CASTS.......... .. ... 11 f
CATCH.........  ......... 1 12
Legally caught ball ... ... L 1 43
CATCHER'SBOX . .. . ... 1 13 ab
FP 6 3d
M 6 3 f
SP 6 3d
16" 6 3d
Dimensions..... .. 2 4 d
Drawing P .
CATCHER’S OBSTRUCTION . .. 8 2.d
CHANGE OF UMPIRFS . ...... 10 S
CHARGED CONFERENCES
Defensive ........... 1 14 a
FP 6 11
M 6 11
Sp 6 9
16" 6 11
Offensive . 1 14 b
5 8
CHOPPED BALL ...... 1 15
SP 7 Il n
CLEATS ......... 3 8
COACH. 1 16
‘3“ runner..... . 8 S m
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Game
Rule
Section
Article

interferes witn throw 8 9
Removal from the game 5 8
4 5a
Two coaches i0 9b
COACH’S BOX DIMENSIONS 2 4 e
Drawings
CO-EDRULES
Ball . . 3 3 )k
Basc distances. ... 2 3
Batting order 7 2 ¢
Defensive positioning 4 2 e
Extra Player (EP) 4 4 ¢
Male base on balls . 8 2 ¢ EFFECT
Outfield distance . . 2 I
Pitching distance. 2 3
Shoes ... . 3 8
Starting gaine 4 6 ef
Uniforms 3 i1 (play 3)
COINTOSS .. S 1
CONDITION OF FIELD 5 2
CONFERENCES
Defensive 1 14 a
Fp 6 11
M 6 1
Sp 6 9
16" 6 11
Offensive i 14 b
S 8
COURTESY RUNNER (il :gal) 4 5 ab
For ijured runner .. .. 9 11
DEAD BALL 1 17
9 1 a-aa
Intentionally carrying into dead
ballarea. o 8 52
DEFENSIVE TEAM . 1 18
Defensive player distracts batter . . . FP 6 7 NOTE
M 6 7 NOTE
SP 6 7 NOTE
16" 6 9 NOTE
Q *‘?rowing gloveatball . .... 8 5 f
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DEFINITIONS 1 162
DELIBERATE CRASH (Baserunner) 8 8 s
DESIGNATED PLAYER (DP) Fp 4 3 ad
4 3 a
Penalty for illegal DP 4 5 a
Scoriag 12 2 all)
DIAMOND DIMENSIONS 2 4 a-f
Official dimenstons of softball ficld
DISLODGED BASE 1 19
8 l ¢
8 4 ¢
Not out1f off dislodged base 8 91
DOUBLE, GROUND RULE 8 5 ha
DOUBLE PLAY 1 20
DROPPED BALL DURING WINDUP Fp 6 12
M 6 12
sp 6 8 d
EJECTION FROM GAME 5 3 (-
Altered bat 7 1 d EFFECT
7 It b
Dehberate crash 8 8 s
Second offense 10 9 ¢
Violation of the rules 10 1 13
EQUIPMENT 3 11
Left on field 3 10
ERROR . 12 2 b(da-e
EXTRA PLAYER (EP) <p 4 4 ae
Mininum number of players K} 1
4 6 d
Penalty 4 4 a
4 S5 a
Scoring .. 12 2 a@)
FAIR BALL | 21 a-
8 af
FAIR TERRITORY 1 2
FAKETAG .. . . . 1 23
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FIELDER . . 1 24
FITNESS OFGROUND .... ... S
FLY BALL . . 1 25
Carned into dead ball area 8 & D-(2)
FORCZ OUT 1 26
8 4 a
8 74
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE ON
PITCHING HAND FP 6 6
M 6 6
Sp 6 S
16" 6 6
FORFEITED GAME S 3 ()7
Scoreof . A 4 ¢
10 2 f
Records . 12 9
FOUL BALL 1 27 af
7 6 f
7 9 af
FOULTIP.. 1 28
Held by catcher. . 7 6 ¢
7 10
GAME CALLED S 3¢
Championship Game Called 5 3 g (Exception)
GLOVES .. 3 7
Grey circle or multicolored 3 7
1legal glove . 7 12
8 9 m
Softball Glove Specifi .ions
GROUND RULES 2 2
Discussion with managers 10 1 e
GROUND RULE DOUBLE 8 5 ha
HEADBANDS 3 11 a2
HEIGHTOFPITCH . .. . ... .. Sp 6 3¢
16* < 3¢
HELMETS ...... ........... 1 29
Q 3 Ite
ERIC 123
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HESITATIONPITCH . .. . .. N 16"

HIT BATSMAN. . ... G e
FP

HOMEPLATE. ...

Drawing ..... ... . .

HOMERUN .. .. .. ...,

HOMETEAM .. ...

ILLEGAL BAT .

ILLEGAL GLOVE

PENALTY ..

ILLEGAL PITCH .. ... ce . FPM
M
sp
16"

ILLEGALLY BATTED BALL. .

ILLEGALLY CAUGHT BALL
Detached equipment ... . .
Illlegal glove ... RN

ILLEGAL PLAYER ..
INELIGIBLEPLAYER .
INFLIGHT .. .......
INJEOPARDY .

INPLAY .. .. ..
INCOMPLETE GAME .. ...
INFIELD .. .....
INFIELDFLY ..
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INJUREDRUNNER ....... .......

INNINGS
Regulationgames..... ......

INSULTING REMARKS TOWARD
PLAYERSORUMPIRES ... ....

INTENTIONALLY DROPPED FLY

INTENTIONAL WALK

INTERFERENCE ..... .
Aidingarunner...... ....
Ball hitting umpire

Baserunnersreturn .. .........
By base coach ........ e

By baserunner.

Bybatter.. .......
At home plate . .

By on-deck batter . .
By plate umpire
Catcher with batter on attempted
squeeze play
Deliberate crash by runner . . .

Offensive equipmentenfield ... ..

While fielding foul bait ...

Withabat ..
JEWELRY
LEAVE GAME .

LEGAL DELIVERY ORPITCH.. ..

LEGALTOUCH ..... .
LEG *LLY CAUGHT BALIL
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LINEDRIVE .... ...
LIVE BALL .
LOSS, CREDITED TO PITCHER

MASKS AND THROAT
PROTECTORS
Umpires ... ...... .

MAXIMUM ARC ..

MINIMUM ARC

Illegal mitt ..
MODIFIED PITCHING RULES

MULTICOLORED GLOVES
NOPITCH .... ....

NUMBERS, Uniform
OBSTRUCTION

Catcher obstruction ..
OFFENSIVE TEAM ..
OFFICIAL BALL, 117,127, & 16"
OFFICIAL SCOREKEEPER , ... .

ON-DECK BATTER .
Warm-upbats..... ... ..

ON-DECK CIRCLE DlMENSlONS
Drawings ..........

OUTFIELD........ ... .......
OVERRUNFIRST BASE ... ..
OVERSLIDE . ........ ......
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OVERTHROW ..... ..........coc..e.

Frompitchingplate .......... «.......
PASSEDBALL ........ «.... ooe.

PHOTOGRAPHER, CARETAKER,
POLICEMANONFIELD. ...........

PICKOFF.......... ... ...,

PINETAR (bats) ....... .....

PITCH
Deliberatedroporrolt ....... .... ...

Delivered with catcher notin

catcher’sbox . .... «..ooovt il .

Heightof pitch .......... o e

Itlegal ..........

Nopitchdeclared ....... .. . ... ..

Quick returnpitch. ... ... ...l

Returned by catcher .

Ships from pitcher’s hand
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Warm-up pitches atlowed , ,
PITCHBEGINS . ...,

PITCHER
Credited with loss PN
Credited withwin, ... ... e
Deliberately dropped or rolled ball ... ..

Fatls to pitch ball within 20 seconds .

Hesitation throws .
Legal delivery... .,

Modified exception .
Pick off attempts
Playing runners back to base from
8circle.. .. ...
Position of feet . .

step during delivery .

Removal after conterence with
manager .

Starting pitcher .
Re-enter .. ..
Tape onfinger ... e
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E MC SOFTBALL GUIDE 1 rg 6

16"
FP

SP
16°*

16"
FP

N
16"
16"’
16"

FP/M
FP

FP

FP
SP
16"
FP

SP
16"’

) oo aanco  Rule

(Al N N - W - N NN N N~ W N N~ - - W)

NN On

AT B NN

NN g woe  Section

—

PUWWWWWEJITWWUMWWAWLWL N

B e — OO

Article

a-b

f

f
f
e

a-¢
a-e
a-e
a-¢
(play)
(play)

8 o o~

a,b and
(play 2)

127



Warm-up pitches allowed
between 1nnings

PITCHER’S PLATE
Contact at delivery

Drawing
Eight-foot circle
Pitcher throws whale in contact with

PITCh. R'S SIGNALS

PITCHING DISTANCES
PITCHING POSITION

PIVOT FOOT
PLATE UMPIRE

PLAY BALL
Fail to resume play 1n 2 nunutes

PLAY MADE BY UNANNOUNCED
SUBSTITUTE . ...

PLAYERS. .
Minimum number to play
Officially entertng the game
Positions . .
Removed from game

PLAYING FIELD .
Drawing e
Fitness for play .

@ OTESTS. ...
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PROTESTS............. .... ........ 1 17
Decisions ............... ... .. ... 11 7 a<c
Examples .......... ....... .. ..... 11 1,2
Informationneeded ............... ... 11 6 a-e
Notification of intent ............. ... 11 4 a-b
Timelimit.............. ........ ... 11 5 ab
QUICK RETURNPITCH. ......... .. 1 53
FP 6 10 b
M 6 100
Sp 6 7
16 6 9
RE-ENTERGAME ....... ........ ... 4 S
PENALTY FOR ILLEGAL
RE-ENTRY ......... ............ 4 5 a
REFUSINGTOPLAY . .... ........ 5 3 (2)
REGULATIONGAME..... .... ..... 5 34
REMOVALFROMGAME ... .... ... 4 S5 a
4 7 a
S 3 f(6)-(7)
Batter using altered bat...... .... 7 1 d EFFECT
7 It b
Managerorcoach... .. . ............ 5 8
4 5 a
Substitute not announced . . 4 7 a
Secondoffense .. .. ... . ... ... 10 9 ¢
Violation of rules ,........ .. .. ... 10 1j(3)
RESIN.... ... ... ..., FP 6 6
6 6
Sp 6 S
16 6 6
RETURN OF PITCHTO PITCHER. . . Fp 6 3 e
Mé 6
Sp 6 3¢
16 6 3¢
REVERSAL OF UMPIRE’S DECISION . 10 6b
ROSTERS (male andfemale) .. .. . ... . 4 le
RUNNER ................. ... .. .. i 54
Courtesy runner (itlegal) ..... ..... ... 4 7d
9 11
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Rule
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Article

Leaving base too soon on caught fly bali 8 8 f
Leaving base too soonon pitch . ....... FP 6 10 ¢
M 6 10 ¢
sp 6 8 b
RUNSBATTEDIN ..... .. e e 12 4 a-f
RUNSNOT SCORED .... 5 67
8 1 f
Forceout........... e e e 8 4 a
RUNSSCORED..... ....... S
11 3
SACRIFICEFLY..............o00 . 1 55
SCOREKEEPER’S SUMMARY . .... . 12 7 a-t
SCORING... .......... e 12 19
Forfeited game records ........ o 12 9
Nobzzehit ..... .. .. e 12 3 a-c
RURS © civivt vih deieinen cane aen 5 67
SHOES ..........cc0 civenn 3 8
SINGLEUMPIRE ............. . ... . 10 4
SIXTEEN-INCH SLOW PITCH RULES
Ball ........oco0 il o . 3 3
Base Distance .. .. ........ o 2 3
Lead Off ........ e e e e 8 6 h EFFECT
PickOff ... ......... .. P 6 8
Piching...........0 ool 6 12
Pitching Distance e e 2 3
Pitching Hesitation . . ... .. .... ... 6 4
Outfield Distance .......... «oov oo 2 1
SOFTBALL, 117, 12", & 16” 3 3
SPECTATORS, ABUSIVE
LANGUAGE ....... ....... 10 9 a
Attack umpire . . R 5 Je
Interference (blocked ball) ........ 1 10
9 1 v
SPEEDOFPITCH..... ..... Lo Sp 6 3 a
16" 6 3 a
SPIKES............ .... 3 8
y TOUth L e 3 8
ERIC 1:0
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STARTING LINEUP. . ... .
Number of players R
Positions . . ........ .. e
Re-enter .

STARTING PITCHER . .....
STEALING... ........
Leaving bases after returning . .

Scoring .... ..... ... ......
When ball leaves pnchcr s hand

STEP TAKEN BY PITCHER . ...

STEPPING OUT OF BATTER’SBOX ... ..

STOLENBASE .

Leaving base after retummg .........

Scoring .. ..
When ball leavcs pnchcr s hand

STRKKE ........ .. ..... . ...

Ball hitting batter on third stnke
Droppedthird strike .. .. ..

STRIKE ZONL .

SUBSTITUTE
Courtesy runner (illegal)

No substitute available ... ... A
Notify umpire ..... ...... ....
Officially in game A
Reenter ..... .... .........

Unannounced (illegal) .. .. e o

SUBSTITUTE RUNNER ....
Forinjureu olayer. . . .. R

SUSPENSION Or PLAY ... .
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TAFE ONPITCHINGHAND .. .. ....

Refusingtoplay ..... .
To continue playing . . ..

Tostartagame ..... .. . . . ...,
THIRDSTRIKERULE ..... ... .

A2 - WA wW— oo Section

N N Bubs. b nononon Rule

THREE-FOOT LINE DIMENSIONS .
Drawing .

THROAT PROTECTORS (masks)

THROWING TO A BASE WHILE FOOT
IS IN CONTACT WITH PITCHER'S

THROWING GLOVE AT BALL

TIE GAMES
Regulation tie . .
TIME.
By umpire . .
Player- manager-coarh
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O AW W 00O O
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TRAPPED CATCH .
TRIPLE PLAY
TURNATBAT .. .

UMPIRES
Equipment/Umiform
Interfercnce .. ..
Piateumpire . . ...... . .
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Signals ... ...........
Reversal of Decnsxon .

UNIFORMS
Forplayers ............... .
Forumpires ....... ..........
Numbers on uniform

VIOLATIONS . ...... . ..

WARM-UPBATS ...... .... .....

WARM-UP PITCHES FOR RELIEVING
PITCHER BETWEEN INNINGS. .....

WHITE WEBBING, CIRCLE, OR
¥IGURE ON GLOVE .

WILDPITCH ..... ..... .. .. ...
Goesout of play , . .

WIN CREDITED TO PITCHER .
WINDUP.... .... .. . ...,

WINNINGTEAM ...... .... .. Co
WITHDRAWN. .......... . .. ... .,

YOUTH DIFFERENCES
Metal spikes .. .. e
3rd strike foul (SP Only) ..... .
No stealing (FP) P,
Field Dimensions ., ...
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NJCAA Rule Modifications

National Junior College Athletic Association

Section 5. Rules and Procedures

a. Current ASA Rales will be used with the following exceptions.
1. Helmets will be required for runners, catchers, batters, and on

deck personnel.
2. The pitching distance shall be 43 feet.

. A maximum of 17 players shall be designated prior to that team’s
first game of the National Tournament, which includes district
play.

. The tournament shall be conducted as a double elimination fast
pitch tournament.

. ASA official softballs shall be used. All teams will use the official
tournament ball. The Dudley Day/Nite ball will be the official
game ball (SB12-LND).
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NCAA Rule Modifications

National Collegiate Athletic Association

a. Championships only.

)
@)

)

(4)

©)
(6)

Enclosed facility. The complex must be enclosed so that admis-
sion can be charged.

Field requirements. The field must have a skinned infield, an
outfield fence and there must be 25 feet (maximum 30 feet) from
home plate to Lackstop. For Divisions II and 11, sideline fences
are required.

Regional fence distances. For all divisions, the distance to the
outfield fence may not exceed 235 feet. Whenever possible,
outfield fences shall be 190 feet in left and right fields, and 220
feet in center field. The out.jeld fence may also be 200 feet all
around, as recommended by the Amateur Softball Association.
Final fence distances. For all division championships, the outfield
fences shall be 190 feet in left and right fields, and 220 feet in
center field.

10-run rule. A five-inning, 10-run rule will be used in all three
NCAA championships (all rounds).

Tie-breaker. If the score remains tied after nine complete in-
nings, at the start of the 10th inning, the offensive team shall
begin its turn at bat with the player who completed the last “at
bat” in the ninth inning placed as a runner on second base.

b. Regular season and championships

)

@
€)

Pitching distance. The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. The
pitcher will take a position with both feet on the ground and in
contact with (but not off the side of) the pitcher’s plate. Shoul-
ders shall be in line with first and third base, with the ball held in
one hand. One step may be taken, which shall be forward.
Line-up. The line-up becomes official when it is submitted to the
umpire.

Headbands. In addition to wearing caps or visors, players on the
same team may also wear headbands as defined by the ASA,
provided the headbands are alike in make and color (must be a
team color), and do not include any visible commercial identifi-
cation larger than 1 1/2 inches square in size.
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NAIA Rule Modifications

National Assodation of Intercollegiate Athletics

PITCHING DISTANCE [Rule 2, Section 3]
The pitching distance shall be 43 feet

PITCHING REGULATIONS [Rule 6, Section 1, item a)
Preliminaries—before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall
comply with the followina:

a. Sheshall take positi  with both feet on the ground and in contact
with (but not off th. side of) the pitcher’s plate. Her shoulders
shall be in line with 1st and 3rd bases. She shall hold the ballin one

hand. One step may be taken, which shall be forward.
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Secondary School Rule Modifications

Rule 3, Section 8. Youth (Secondary School) shoes: no metal, ha~d
plastic, or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plate, or
shoes with detachable cleats are allowed in any division at any level of
youth (Secondary School) play. .

Rule 3, Sectict 9a. Masks, with throat protectors, must be worn by
catchers in {ast pitch and are recommended in slow pitch. Youth (Sec-
ondary School) catchers (SP ONLY; must wear the p1- tective helmet
and mask with attached throat protector.

Rule 3, Section 9. Body protectors are recommended for caichers in
fast pitch. Youth (Secondary School) catchers must wear body protec-
tors in fast pitch and it is recoonmended they wear body protectors in
slow pitch.

Rule 3, Section 9c. Youth (Secondary School) fast pitch catchers must
wear shin guards, and it is recommended for adult fast pitch.

Ruie 3, Section 9d. (Secondary Schools: catcher's mask and throat
protector are mandatory during warmup by any player in the catcher’s
position.)

Rule 3, Section 1le. Helmets are permissible for batters, pitchers,
baserunners, ard catchers. Other than catchers and pitchers, helmets

may not be v bv any uther defensive player, except for medical
purposes. vy Scheoi: since the 1988 season, it is required that
battess, be v s, and on-deck batters wear head protectors with

NOCSAE st ... |

Rude 4, Section 1g. (Secondary Schools: a player who has been ren-
dered unconscious during a game shall not L. peimitted to resurie
participation that day without written authonz:vion from a physician.)

1=7
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Officiating




NAGWS Affiliated
Boards of Officials

The Affiliated Boards of Officials (ABO) is one of 8 structures of the
National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS). The
following official statement of goals was approved by the ABO Execu-
tive Council (Fall, 1977) in an effort to clarify the future dircctions of
ABO:

1. To improve the quality of officiating fot 2irls’ ind women’s sports
contests. regardless of the level of skill/maturity of players. or the
rules governing the contest.

2. To increase the number of competent women officials. not to the
exclusion of men. but as needed affirmative action.

3. To promote the involvement of women in the governing bodies of
other sports officiating grouss.

The purpose of the ABO is to promote quality officiating for girls' and
women's sport programs by:
(1) Developing officiating techniques
(2) Providing materials for training and rating officials
(3) Disseminating information about officiating
(4) Promoting the use of ABO-rated officials
(5) Developing standards of conduct for officials compatible with the
philosophy of the NAGWS
(6) Providing the organizational and admnistrative structure for the
coordination of Affiliated Boards
(7) Promoting standards with respect to training, ratings, and uni-
forms.
Local boards provide opportunities for interested individuals to learn
about officiating or judging and are authorized to give NAGWS ratings.
The Principles and Techniques of Officiating (PTO) Chairpersons for
each of the sports in which ABO grants ratings are specifically con-
cerned with enumerating the mechanics used by referees, umpires, and
judges in officiating games, meets, or matches.
The Examinations and Ratings (E & R) Chairpersons for each of the
sports in which ABO grants ratings are responsible for preparing, revis-
ing, and analyzing the officiating theoretical (written) examinations.

o 1
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ABO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

ABO Administrative Committee
Marcia Alterman, Chair
Ann Casey, Chair-elect
Terry Lawton, Past Chair
June Courteau
Karen Gee
Janis Matson

ABO Rules Interpreters
June Courteau, Basketball
Sue Lemaire, Volleyball
Janis Matson, Sojftball

If you have questions concerning the rules or techniques of officiating
sojiball, write to:

Dennis Mader

RDH 2, Box 26F

Cross Creek

Bergettstown, PA 15021-9401

Additional information regarding ABO softball officiating concerns
may be secured by writing:

Janis Matson
Rt. 1, Box 222B, Roads End
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Q
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Statement of Philosophy of the
Affiliated Boards of Officials

The Role of the Official in the Competitive Situation

Educational values should be of primary concern to all who have
leadership roles in a competitive program. As onc of those fulfilling
leadership roles. the official must be concerned with promoting those
values and with the welfare of the participant. The unique contribution
of the official is assuring equal opportunity and fair play for all. The
official essentially acts as an arbitrator. providing judgments that are
within the spirit and intent of the rules. Decisions are based on objective
evidence. free from bias and from the emotion that often pervades the
competitive environment.

An official enters the competitive situation with a thorough under-
standing of the letter. as well as the intent of the rules. the strategy and
skills of the sport to be played. and correct execution of officiating
techniques to view the contest accurately. The official maintains a
friendly yet reserved attitude toward all throughout the sport experi-
ence. The official is flexible. operating within officiating standards ap-
propriate to the age of the nerformers. the level of skill. and the facilities
available. Biases by playe s, spectators, and coaches will be evaluated
with an understanding not only of the muitiplicity of ways in which
individuals may react to a competitive experience but also of the behav-
ior appropriate to such an educational experience. Duties will be per-
formed fairly, efficiently, and without drawing undue attention to the
official. In oruer to strengthen the official's effectiveness, personal
evalrzaon of performance will pe made and solicitation of constructive
cr.acism from coaches, players, and administrators will be sought.
Though receiving a fee. the ultimate reward to the official will be that ot
having rendered a valuable service to girls and women who have found
personal meaning 1n expressing themselves through the medium of
sport.
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Affiliated Boards of Officials
Honor Award

The Affiliated Boards of Officials encourage NAGWS members to

consider nominating a candidate for the ABO Honor Award. Criteria
for the award are as follows:
1. Candidates shall be at least 30 years of age and shall have worked in

promoting officiating through the ABO for at least ten years.

2. Candidates shall be persons of high moral character and personal

integrity who by their leadership and efforts have made an outstand-
ing and noteworthy contribution to the advancement of girls’ and
women’s sports through officiating.

- To indicate leadership of meritorious contribution, the candidats

should present evidence of successful experience in any six or more
categories of service from the following:
Category 1: Offices-Leadership

1. Member of the Executive Council of the Affiliated Board of
Officials.

2. Outstanding service at the state level in promoting the work of
ABO.

Category 2: Committee Work

3. Chairperson of 2 committee of the AJO, such as a sport
officiating committee.

4. Committee work over a perid of three years or more with local,
state, district or the national orgamzation within the structure of
A.B.O.

Category 3: Writing-Research

5. Author or co-autkor of one or mnre books in areas dealing with
officiatirg of girls’ or women’s sports.

6. Author of five or more articles concerning officiating of girls’ or
women's sports which have been published in periodicals of
national scope.

7 Producer or director of a movie or other visual aid to be vsed in
the teachiny of officiating.

Category 4: Speaking and Teaching

8. Significant addresses for educational groups, conventions, radic
ar«d television audiences about officiating of girls’ and women’s
sports.

9. Presentations of clinics and workshops concerning officiating of
girls’ and women's sports.

10. Teaching and training of officials
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Category 5: Officiating and Rating

11. Holding a national ABO rating.

12. Being an official at a regional or national girls' or women’s
tournament.

13. Rating of officials for a period of five .r more years.

Category 6: Public Relations

14. Promoting the use of ABO officials as an administrator of a
school or recreation group or as a committce member of acity or
league.

15. Serving on the governing body of sports officiating groups other
than ABO and contributing liaison efforts and/or the promotion
of the involvement of women in the decision making process of
other sport groups.

16. An outstanding original contribution to the development of
officiating of girls’ and women's sports not included i : the above.

Send recommendations to:
ABO Honor Award
NAGWS Program Administrator
1900 Association Drive
Reston, VA 22091

~
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Standards for Officials’ Ratings in
Softball

There are four ratings for officials. Each is designed to meet the needs
of various levels of softball competition and to stimulate the interest of
individuals who desire to officiate. The Apprentice Rating qualifies the
holder to officiate with another umpire, at lower level secondary games.
The Local Rating qualifies the holder to officiate lower level secondary
games or high school varsity games with another umpire. The State
Rating qualifies the holder to officiate any secondary game with or
without another umpire. The Collegiate Rating (formerly the State or
National) qualifies the holder to officiate any high school, junior college,
or four year college game.

Duration of Rating

All ratings are for one year. Participants must meet the standards set
for the theoretical examination and the rules and mechanics clinic de-
fined below.

Theoretical Examinadon

The written examination is givenyearly to insurc that the official has a
thorough hnowledge of the r-es. and knows how to apply them. It is the
NAGWS policy to set minimum standards with the understanding that
all softball boards will adhere to them. There are two different forms of
the test which can oe administered one week apart for a participant who
has failed to attain the minimum standards on the first form and wishes
to be retested.

Rules and Mecharics Clinic

Allumpires must attend an approved rules and mechanics clinic given
by either amember of the National Staff or by a person designated by the
local board.

Practical Examination

All practical examinations will be at the discretion of the Jocal boards.
One suggested system would be to set up a committee of evaluators
@ (minimum of three). The evaluators would observe (unanncunced or
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announced) a team of two officials during a double header. The evalu-
ators will observe and make note of the individual’s mechanics and
knowledge of the rules both behind the plate and on the bases. Specifi-
cally, the raters would be critiquing the following: promptness (arrives
early), neatness of uniform, pregame duties, rules and application, me-
chanics, positioning and angle for calls, ;udgement and decisiveness,
cooperation with partner, control of game, composure, reaction to
game/crowd pressure, and general attitude. The evaluators would then
meet with each official to disci:ss the strong aspects of their performance
and to provide feedback on ways to improve.

Requirements for Ratings

Apprentice Official

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 70%.
b. Practical examination—must show an interest in becoming an
umpire and demonstrate basic umpiring mechanics.
2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

Local Official

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 76%.

b. Pracuical examination—must demonstrate a2 basic understanding
of rule application and umpiring mechanics as determined by local
board.

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

State Official

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 82%.

b. Practical examination—must be able to interpret and enforce all
rules and demonstrate proper mechanics and correct positioning
as determined by the local board.

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.

Collegiate Official

1. a. Theoretical examination—minimum score of 82%.

b. Practical examination—must be an experienced official with a
minimum of three (3) years of umpiring and successfully com-
pleted a practical examination as determined by the local board.

& Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic.
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Patch and Uniform

All NAGWS/ABO officiais are required to wear an official ABO
patch which can be purchased only by board chairs, from the National
Office. Patches are sport and rating specific, i.e., State, Sof*ball. At this
time, there is not a patch for collegiate officials.

The following uniform is required of all ABO officials receiving fees
for their services: All umpires are to be dressed according to Rule 10,
Section 1. Male and female umpires shall wear a powder blue Elheco
shirt, long or short sleeved; dark, navy trousers and cap. All other
paraphernalia (socks, leather or vinyl belt, ball bag and jacket) must also
be dark navy blue for both male and female umpires. The plate umpire,
whether male or female, in fast pitch must wew.r a mask with a throat
protector. Body protectors are mandatory for females in fast pitch and
are optional in slow pitch.
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How To Become A Rated Official

Study the rules, techniques of officiating, and study questions.

. Attend interpretations meetings and off{iciating chnics or tramming
courses conducted in your vicinity.

Practice often. To some, officiating comes eastly, to others 1t comes
only as the result of hard work and concentration Welcome criti-
cism and work hard to improve.

Find out from the chair of the nearest atfiliated board when exam-
inations for ratings are to be helu.

. Take your rating remembening that 1t is the aim of the Affiliated

Boards of Officials to maintatn high standards for officials.

Methods for Practical Examinations
A. New Candidates

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

1. New NAGWS/ABO candidates (1nexpenienced or unregistered)

can qualify for an apprentice rating by meeting one of the

following criteria:

a. attend a series of structured climcs set up by the Board, the
number to be specified by the Board. or

", secure a passieg grade and the recommendation of the instruc-
tor in an officiating course at the college level (the course must
be approved by the Board). or

¢. attend oftictating courses offered by another orgamzation.
Candidate must secure a recommendation from said course
and such a cowse must be approved by the Board Courses
offered by recreation departments or adult education would
be acceptable.

New apprentices shall work with more expertenced officials for a

number of contests. as designated by the affiliated board.

2. New NAGWS/ABO candidates (those who are experienced

officials and/or registered with other officiating organizations)

can be awarded a rating after completing the following require-

ments:

a. recejving the appropriate score on the NAGWS/ABO
Theoretical Examination (Form A or Form B); and,

b. demonstrating ability to use ABO officiating techniques. The
local Affiliated Board shall specify the nature of the demon-
stration but shall recognize the official’z experience.
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B. Methoeus for Practical Renewal

1. An official may renew or upgrade a rating by officiating under
Jbservation of the examiuung committee. See this section for
number of raters required.

2. Alternative Method for Renewing at the same leve xception:
basketball and volleyball nationals, gymnastics ials, and
synchronized swimming officials).

a. officiate a minimum of 3 intercollegiate, interscholastic, or
interagency contests during which a minimum of 5 different
evaluators are involved. Evaluators may be sought from
coaches of the teams involved and/or ABO officials watching
the contest. (The NAGWS/ABO official must have a rating
comparable to that being sought by the renewal candidate.)
Prior to the contest, the candidate shall ask the coaches
and/or officials to respond to the evaluation postcard ad-
dressed to the appropriate sports chair, indicating the quality
of officiating. After the contest, the person responding
should fill out the postcard, indicating an opinion as to the
competency of the official and mail it to the appropriate
sports chair. If an average of 4 is scored by the official as
indicated from the 5 responses, a national rating is automatic,
providing that a minimum of 88 had been scored on the
theoretical examination. If an average of 3 5 is scored by the
official as indicated from the 5 responses, a state rating is
automatic, providing that a minimum of 82 had been scored
on the written examination.

b. officiate a designated number of contests, such to be desig-
nated by the board.

If written complaints are received about an official renewing as in a. or
b. above, 2 more formal method should be used.

Recommended Fees

Local boards should establhish tces that reflect the level of rating of the
official as well as the type and level of competition within their locale
Boards are encouraged to establish fees i conjunction with local gov-
erning groups. The fee schedule should reflect differential pay based
upon rating levels.

1t 1s strongly recommended that fee schedules not differ from that of
officials of boys sports, given substantially similar type and Ichl of
Qo competition as girls’ sports.
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Registration of Officials

Most states require those who officiate either boys' or girls" in-
terscholastic contests to be registered with the State High School Ath-
letic Association or other administrative body. All NAGWS/ABO offi-
ctals who officiate high school or junior high school games are urged to
cooperate fully with their state regulatory body.

Amateur Standing of Officials

An official who wishes to maintain amateur status as a participant in a
sport must be aware of the ruling(s) on amateur status established by
various governing bodies for that sport.

Amateurstatus is defined by high school and college governing bodies
aswell s by national sport governing bodies that hold the franchise from
international sport governing groups.

The official who wishes to maintain amateur staius as a participant i
responsible for nvestigating the specific regulations of each governing
body with jurisdiction over such eligibility.

National Governing Bodies

Basketball— Write the Amateur Basketball Association of the United
States of America, 1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Competitive Diving—Write U.S. Diving Inc., 901 W. New York St,,
Indianapolis, IN 46202.

Competitive Swimming—Write U.S. Swimming, 1750 E. Boulder St.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Gymnastics— Write the United States Gymnastics Federation, 1099 N.
Meridian, Suite 380, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Soccer—Write the United States Soccer Federation, 350 Fifth Ave.,
Suite 4010, New York, NY 10118.

Softball (Fast Pitch and Slow Pitch)—Wnite Amateur Softball Associa-
tion, 2801 N.E. 50th St., RR #4, Box 385, Oklahoma City, OK
73111.

Synchronized Swimming--Write U.S. Synchronized Swimming Inc.,
1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.

Track and Field—Write the Athletics Congress/USA, 155 W. Washing-
ton St., Suite 220, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

Volleyball—Write the United States Volleyball Association, 1750 E.

Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909.
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Information for Affiliated Boards

How to Establish a Board of Officials

1. Establish the need for an affiliated board by contacting individuals
in the area who have current rr.ngs or who are interested in
standardizing and raising the level of officiating.

. Write to NAGWS/ABO Program Administrator, c/o NAGWS/

AAHPERD, 1900 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091, for a
sample copy of an authorized constitution for officials' boards and
application for becoming an affiliated board.

3. At adesignated meeting of interested individuals present plans for
forming a board.

a.
b.

C.

4.

choose a name which will permit expansion of function as need
may arise; do not limit title to one sport.
from the group, elect a chair, chair-elect, secretary, and treas-
urer.
form an examining co.nmittee of at least three members for
cach sportin which you would like to give ratings. 1f any member
has been rated elsewhere, such experience should be helpful; su.n
arating is not necessary, however. It is suggested that members
of the examining committee be examined and obtain ratings
from other affiliated boards whenever possible.

- make plans for drawing up a constitution according to the sam-
ple copy received from the NAGWS/ABO Program Adminis-
trator of the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials. Plan to
devote some time to the study of the rules and to practice
officialing. If possible, secure the assistance of some rated offi-
cial in each sport for which the Board anticipates giving ratings.

Send the completed application form, two copies of the local
constitution, and a check for $25 affiliation fee (made payable to
the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials) to the NAGWS Na-
tional Oftice. Indicate the sports in which you wish to grant ratings
by listing the names and qualifications of 3 interested individuals.
Approval of the application will come from the ABO Past Chair
who will request that examination packets be sent to your Af-
filiated Board Chair for all sports in which your Board is authorized
to give ratings. The process of accepting an application for affilia-
tion of a new Board and of requesting that the proper examination
packets be sent ordinarily takes several weeks. Prospective
Boards, therefore, should file for affiliation at least 2 months
hefore they wish to hcld rating sessions.




5. Adminster Form A of the National Theoretical Examination.
Form B of the National Theoretical Examination may be adminis-
tered to those who did not pass Form A.

6. Conduct practice sessions in rating officials. All persons on the
examining com.aittee who have not previously rated officials
shculd have a minimum of three practice sessions prior to actually
ratir.2. Secure the assistance of a rated official in these practice
sessions if at all possible.

7. Give practical examinations to individuals who pass the written
examination. (Note mimmum number of raters requred to give
various ratings, in thy: section.)

8. Order appropriate rating ce-ds and patches from the NAGWS Na-
tional Office for distributior: to those w..» pass the theoretical and
¢actical examination.

9. Sendlists of approved officia's to schools and other organizations in
the arca. This notice should indicate the fees for officiating and
should give the name, address, rating, and telephone number of
each official.

10. Keep accurate lists of all persons receiving ratings. Submit an
NAGWS computer report for each sport in which your Board is
authorized to give ratings and submit to the NAGWS National
Office. An appropniate NAGWS computer form is included in each
examination packet. Due date for submitting all forms. June 1;
exception: Gymnastics due January 1. Send completed exam an-
swer sheets to the NAGWSE National Office, who conducts a yearly
item analysis.

Adding Sports—Expansion of Services

Should 3oard wish to add ratings in other sports, the ¢ hair of the
Board shouid write the ABO Past Chair c/o NAGWS Nauonal Office.
The Board shoud indicate the names of a minimum of 3 persons
qualified to act as examiners in that sport for the next 2 years, Qualifica-
tions and experience in the sport should be listed for each potential
examiner. Should your Board qualify,yor will be notified by the ABO
Past Chair and will receive a packet for administering examinations.

Maintaining Affiliated Status
To maintain atfiliated status e each sportin which it gives ratimgs.
Board nust:
1. Paydues each year to the NA GWS National Office. (Notification will
be seat each spring.)
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2. Submit a yearly NAGWS computer report to the NAGWS National
Office regarding the current status of rated officials. (Reports for
each -vort must be submitted by June 1, with the exception of
Gymnastics, which is due by January 1. Appropriate forms are in-
cluded in examination packets.)

Ver  Examination packets are mailed yearly to qualified boards on:

July 1—Volleyball

August 1—Basketball

January 1—Gymnastics

January 15—Fast Pitch & Slow Pitch Softball

If you do not receive your packet(s) within two weeks of the above
dates, contact the National Office, 1900 Associatior Dr., Reston, VA
22091 (703) 476-3450.
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