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UNIVERSAL DECLARATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Universal Declaration

After 40 Years

l)m-vmhvr 10, 198K, murk- the

10th annmiversary of the adoption by

the United Nations of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Riphts
The Declaration represents 1
fost comprehensive, global state-
ment on basic human rights, ana 1t
embraces many of the values fons
held by Americans. "5 foreign
policy 1s based on the concept that
mdividual rights must be respected
by government—an 1dea that the
Une ersal Declaration secks to pro-
mote worldwide

The Declaration offers a com-
mon standard agamst which the
United States and other nations, as
well as organizations and mdi ydu-
als, can measure treatment of cit-
1zens, The first paragraph refers to
the “equal and mdalienable rights of
all members of the human fanmly "
The grim lessons of World War 1]
demonstrated that government s
which deny basie human rights to
thewr own people are hkely to use
aggression to deny human rights to
people of other countries Reflect-
ing this behief, the Declaration’s
opening language direets itself to
the “disregard and contempt for
human rights” that resulted in
“harbarous aets which have out-
raged the conscience of mankind "
Similarly, then-Secretary of State
George slarshall, in urging the UN
(ieneral Aszembly to adopt the
Universal Declaration, said

J

“systematic ond deliberate dentals
of basie huw an rights lie at the
roct of most of our troubles

The fundamental rights and
freedoms found m the Unnversal
Declaration, i effect, proposes
Iimits on the powers of govern-
ments to campel or control the he-
havior of mdividual citizens The
Universal Declaration also hsts so-
cral and eeonomie “rights,” such as
the right to an education, the right
to work at an occupation of one
own choosing . the right to own
property, and the right to marry a
person of one's choiece While recog-
mzing the desirabihty of these
norms, the United States feels they
are dependent on and, indeed,
artse from, satisfaction of the basic
political. envil, and human rights of
atruly free and demoeratic soctety.

The Universal Declaration con-
tamms many of the el rghts guar-
anteed in the first 10 amendments
to the American Constitution. Its
philosophical starting pomt 1s the
same as that adopted by America's
Founders who stated, as therr fust
principle, that “all men are created
equal ™ The Unnversal Declaration,
however, also mcludes rights that
are more applicable to today’s m-
ternational community— for exam-
ple. the right to send and recene
imformation fronm any source across
iternational borders and the right
to leave and return to the country
of ones orygn

The premise that the funda-
mental human rights descrtbed in
the Universal Declaration e ap-
plicable to evervone on earth re-
gardless of the political or
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cconomie system they enjoy s an
mtegral part of the UN Charter
The Charter calls for unmversal re-
spect for, and observanee of, human
right~ and tundamentd freedoms
for all without (distinetion as to
race. ~ex, language or rehiglon

Early American Experience

U'S evperence clearly demon-
strates that peaceful relations and
a dyvnamic Cconomy flouri=h 1n an
emvronment where the rights of
the mndividual are respected  An
mmportant prmeiple espouscd by
America’s Founders was the mes-
apable conneetion between demoe-
racy. freedom. and human right-
In declarig the mdependence of
the United States, they stated that
governments “deriving their jast
powers from the consent of the
governed' arve mstituted among
men for the purpose of ~ecurmg
and protecting man's malienable
rights Thi~ same theme 1~ as olew
m U S human right~ policy today
as it was then Current U S hu-
man rights policy centers around
the behef that the best way to pro-
mote human rights m the long tevm
15 to encourage demoeracy
throughout the world A< noted m
the State Departments Conndtiy
Roports on Human Rt Proc
Liees st vear

PO our national terest to pro
mote demoeratic processes movder 1o hilp
build a world environment more ravor oble
to respect for human nghts and honee,
more conduenve to stambity and peaces Wy
have developed therefore o« dual polies
reaetive 1 the sense that we sontinue to
opposc spectfie human nghts vinfations
wherever they oecvr, but at the sate 11
active 1in workimg over the long term to
~trengthen democracy

Thi~ same belief 1~ echoed
the Umversal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights: Artiele 22 stipulates
that “Fvervone has the right to
take part i the government of his
country,” and that “The will of the

people shall be the basis of the au-
thority ol gonvernment

Another important aspect ol
the early American esperience w,is
the convieton that the adeals ol
freedom. democracy. and humeaen
richts apphied not just to Anwri-
can~— but to the entire world This
bediet in the unnver-al nature of the
American experience reflected o
conviction held by many carly
Americans that—us a young socrety
with a uniquely democratic pohitieal
sy ~tem and far removed from Furo-
pean power struggles— Amoerien
WS 1N a posttion to offer moral and
~pittual leadership to the world

The belief v the universal
nature of the American experienee
wits refleeted m key documents as-
sociated with carly Ameriean his-
tory The concept of the protection
of natural mghts of indinviduals also
permedtes romerous State eon-
stituttons and the 3l of Right-< of
the U8 Constitution The- docu-
meiits offer perhaps the mo<g vig-
orous and spirited defenses of the
concepts of human dignity, democe-
racy, and freedom The universality
of these document~ was viewed as
a nearly selt-evident proposition.
leading Thomas Jefferson to <tate
m a 1757 letter to James Madison
that “a Bill of Rights i~ what peo-
ple are entotded to weainst even
corernment on eart!

Multilateral Efforts

The Universal Declaration of Hu-
mun Lights provides w modern ver-
~ston of Jefferson’s “international
Ul of Thghts ™ Throughout the 10
vears sinee adopting the Unnversal
Declaration, the United State has
led the effort to expand the obsery-
ance of the Declaration’s principles
throughaut the world. The 78
Government participates actively n
multitateral efforts <ueb as the In-

ter American thuman Rights Com-
mis~ton of the Organizarion of
Mercan states and the Conter-
ence ol Securtty and Cooperation
m Furepe, whieh hus reaftirmed
the unnersality of these standard-

But it 4~ through the United
Notions it~elf —in the Securiy
Counetl, the General Assembly and
s committees, and particalariy m
the UN Humun Rights Conmission
tUNHRC ) -—that the United States
has coneentrated the major part of
it multilateral efforts to achieve
human rights improvemen
throughout the vworld

In the Commis~ion, the Unted
Stares has mitated or ~upported
numerous “thematic” 1ssue~. For
example, 1953, the U ted
State~ along with the Netherlands
and Iretand, proposed tht the
UNHRC focus on a new agenda
iem entitled “Implementation of
the Declaration of Elimimation of
Al Forms of Intolerance and of
Diserimination, Based on Religion
or Beliet 7 Later. i 1956, we were
the lead sponsor of a resolution
creating a ‘Speaal Rapporteur on
Rehigrous Intolerance” with the
~pecific mandate of mvestigating
mcudents of rehgious mtolerance
vlobally, reporting on them to the
Commisston, and stugpesting re-
medial measares Smalarty, the
United States ~supported the ap-
pormntment of Special Rapporteurs
toanvestigate other practices which
violate human right~<, ~such a~ the
s+ of torture or erucl or unusual
puni=hment

In addition 1o focusme on
the~e “thematie™ human rights is-
sue~, the U'S Government also
has pressed hard to ensure that m-
ternational bodies such as the UN
Human R %t Comnpesioe and the
UN General As<sembly adiiress spe-
erfic human right- problems m oidi-
vidual countries Over the veuars,
U S delegations to these orgamza-
tions have mtroduced resolations
calling on governments to acknow |-
edge and deal warh human right -




violations und have strongly vepre-
sented the need to uphold human
right~ everya here

Among the major break
threughs of the last s yvears 1~ the
1982 appomtment of a Specral Rap-
pot tear on Poland and the exten-
ston of the mandate the followinge
vear. Resolution~ naming ~imilar
Rapporteurs for Afghanmistan and
Iran also marked the mcreased
willingness of the UN Human
Rights Commission to tackle politi-
cally unpopular and difficult prob-
lems. Similar efforts also were
authorized for Guatemala, Chile,
and El Salvador, among others, al-
though m Guatemalz ~ufficeat 1im-
provement later was achieved to
allow eonversion of the Speciul
Rapporteurs mandate to that of an
adviser on human rights-related
matters Smlar progress s ex-
pected i El Salvador,

The Umted States al-o deals
(hrectly with the governments con-
cerned. Efforts to encourage fulfill-
ment of the human rights stand-
ards embodied i the Universul
Declaration are a major part of the
work of U s diplomats m foreipn
captitals Fach Embuas~y has at
lea~t one officer primarily responsi-
ble for following and rer rtirg on
developments 1 this urea

In comparing @ government's
human rights performarce with the
~tandards ~et by the Unnersal
Declaration, the United States
tak = nto aceowat such factors as a4
gov rnment’s attitude toward ont-
stde mvestigation of alleped human
rghts violations by international
and nongovernmerial organiza-
tions; evidence of disermunation
based on race, sex, rehgion. lan-
gudage, and social ~tatus, and condi-
tiwns of labor (the right 1o orgamze
and bargan collectnely, acceptable
work conditions, ete,) General eeo-
nomie and pohtical tactors also
weigh heavily in the equation, but
the Universal D elaration remains
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the Coanstant — the standard agan ~t
which this overall judemont 1~ cast

In cach country where it ap-
pears the human vight< <tandard-
of the Unnversal Declaration are
not bemg met, the U S Govern-
ment secks to verify the situation
independentiv and o take action
hest designed to achieve ~ome -
provement Often this tahes the
form of diplomatic exchanges with
the government concerned, <ot -
times 4t the ver, highest level
Sometimes we engage in more for-
ma! exchanges, such as through tn-
lateral human right~ conferences
Members of Congre<s often are ac-
thve participants i this process
But whether or not improvement
seems possible. the United States
will make 1t~ views known to the
government concerned, publely or
privately, whenever it appears that
the Eniversal Declaration < not
bemme upheld

Elimin~iing Double Standards

Over the past 10 svears, the Unnver-
~al Declaraton of Human Taehts
has ~et a clear and objective ~tand-
ard agam~t which the mternational
communmty cati Measure the hun
right~ performance of any govern-
ment But there 1~ <l much to he
achieved. both with respeet to the
situdation m o mdivadial countries, os
well as n regard to the mterna-
tional ~ituation overall
Ferexample, the United
Ntates strongly beheves 1t erucial
that the ~tandards of the Universal
Declaration be aceepted by, and ap-
vhed to, all UN members equally
and furly, without regard to the
political or econome system they
espousc  Howver, many nations
today appear to subscribe to a dou-
hle ~tandard- - harshly eriticizmg

relatively mimor human rights n-
fractinns 1m some countries, partic-
wlarly those of the developed
Western world, winle yrnormg
more serioli~. consi~tent violatrons
fiaman rehits by self-styled pro-
gressive tegimes or developimg na-
Uften the nternanonal
community has tended to downplay
Mmassiie abuses of the Universal
Dueclaration’s human rights <tand-
ards, apparentiy on the cheor  that
core vl bherties, the digmity of
the mdividual. and respect for the
law ~hould ~omehow be less impor-
tant than. for example, economic
development

The United States consistentiy
seeks to underscore the mmportance
of sventhanded applicauon of the
Declaration’s “common standard”
for all mankimd  We have ~triven
e-pectally to elimmate a “double
~tandard” i the treatment of hu-
man right < im mternational bodies,
and especiall the Human Rights
Commission jt=elf—often a difficult
tash For example, we =eek to per-
~uade UNHRC to afford Chile the
~ame treatiment as other eountries
v hose cases are under considera-
tion Thr would be eonsistent with
the “common standard” deelared
for the mternational communitys
treatment of human rights prob-
lems worldwide

While some countries have
heen charged with violations of hu-
manh rights by the Commission,
other eountries, which are more se-
riou~ o fenders, have not been con-
sidered For example, i 1957, the
7N delegation tabled a resolution
addressing the egregous human
rirhts abuses im Cuba—a resolution
which was ultimately turned down
by one vote Although the UNHCR
did not act on the U8 resolution
on Cubu in 1928, 1t dhd decaide to
~end a siv-nrember UN mmvesagat-
my team to Cuba to assess human
ri, ht~ conditions there and veport
to the Commisston at 1ts 1980
~esxl0n

TR




(White House photo by Pete Sauza:

wur publir ador about hurman
nghts abuses and the fundament,y
motal differences between tot.-
tarnamsm and demociacy; must L on-
tinue We must continie to speak
agaressively for the cause of human
freedom we must be unatraid to
point ot the meral wrong of thous
who would repress hiberty

President Reagan
October 28. 1988

Q
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Another “double standard’
also 1s apparent De pite the fudt
that hattmg ar d waoption of the
Universal Declaretion was one
the that aets undertahen by the
newly formed United Nateon.
some nember stiates seem to pay
httle more than hp ~ervice to its
principle~ In eencral, this ~ most
true of those povernments which
claim the exdlusive right to judee
what 1= best for therr aitizens
rather than allowing the atizens to
decute tor themsclhves They ek
to impo-e thew judgments ~ by (-
ercion, it necessary--on ther Gt-
izens. Con~titutional guarantees of
mdividual right~ have httle mean
mg when they wre quahified by
broad, vaguely worded prombitions
which, i effcet, deny these rights
whenever the government decides
to do ~o A~ Justice Gliver Wendell
Holmes noted, ~uch ~tandards”
are ~ovague as to be "no ~tundards
at ol ”

Despite these proble ms the
cau~e of human rieht~ aud ndivud
ual freedom has advaneed m the
past 0 vear~ Decause of the Tng-
versdal Declaration-—transluted now
mto scme 70 Language~—the op-
pressed ate more hikely to he aware
of then right~ than they nuohe
have heen W vears ago Given th.
untser~al aceeptanee, <neh sio-
lators can no lonver elam that et -
s of human right< violations 1=
“interterence m ther internal at-
furs ™ And this broader knowledee
and acceptaned means that human
richts offenders curren ly are les-
Ihely to employ taeties of oppres-
ston, due to ~evere public eriticrsm

A~ the Uriver-al Decluaration
enters it~ 10th vear, the world has
come a fong wan m the eftort to
~trengthen and broaden observance
of nnversal human mwehts ~stana-
ards, extendmg thewr benefits to all
wdinv iduals Support for human
right~ has hecome a move imnor-
cant consideration tor the foreien

i domestic polictes of most nu-
feons ~ee the U nversal Declara-
Uon was first signed  Freedony has
~trewd more broadly as former eol-
otite~ obtan ther mdependence
I dome <o, they oo, adopted the
~tanderds of the Unwversal Deelara-
ton and began the proces- of huld-
g pohtical structures retlecting
tho~e prinetples More recently,
there has been mueh progress m
the advancement of hunian rights
and the rale of law m the Soviet
Umon and Fastern Furope al-
though m these countries, as
others, pereh remams to be done
betore the ~standards of the Univer-
~al Declaration are fully met

A~ the Uaited States continues
Lo impirove the human mehts stua-
flon withm it~ borders, there 15 no
question that the purswt of human
right~ remams an im~tuutionuhzed
and tindamentad aspeet of our for
eren poliey Tt an i-sue that will
continte to attract tremendons
publie ~upport and a high degree of
bipartisanstip The Umted States
1~ committed to promoting human
richts worldwide, based on the
proeiples upon which thes nation
W founded and a- et forth tor
the entive community of man i the
Uanversal Dedaration of Hhanan
fheht~

the Road to the
Universal Declaration

'Fh«- U rated States and other Al
led Powers durie the Second
Worla War proclaimed the protee-
tion of human richts as one of themwr
most important war aims  After
the ceasation of hostilities, the
itted States, drawing on its own
lome expertence moadvanang the




rights of its citizens, played a lead-
ing role in the complex, painstak-
ing, and meticulous procuss that
led to formulation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
its adoption by the UN General
Assembly on December 10, 1948.

August 14, 1941. Presicent
Franklin D. Roosevelt and British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
signed the Atlantic Charter, a set
of principles to guide the Allies in
their struggle against the Axis
Powers. The charter affirmed “the
right of all peoples to choose the
form of government under which
they will live,” and to *live out
their lives in freedom from fear
and want.”

January 1, 1942. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
and representatives of the Soviet
Union and China signed a state-
ment at a White House ceremony
pledging their governments’ full re-
sources to the successful prosecu-
tion of the war against the Axis
Powers. The four leaders affirmed
the conviction of their governments
that “complete victory over their
enemies [was] essential to. . .pre-
serve human rights and justice in
their own lands as well as in other
lands.” The statement, issued as a
“Declaration by the United Na-
tions,” constituted the first official
use of the term “United Nations.”
Nearly two dozen other govern-
menis subsequently subscribed to
the declaration.

June 26, 1945. Representatives
of 50 nations meeting in San Fran-
cisco signed the Charter of the
United Nations. The UN Charter
proclaimed the promotion and pres-
ervation of human rights as one of
the primary objectives of the
United Nations and mandated the

establishment of a Commission on
Human Rights as a subsidiary of
the UN Economic and Social Coun-
cil. The United Nations formally
came into existence on Ociober 24,
1945, following ratification of its
Charter by a majority of the sig-
natory nations.

February 15, 1946. During its
first session in London, the Eco-
nomic and Social Council estab-
lished a preliminary Human Rights
Commission tu prepare a report
that would delineate the functions
and scope of work of the projected
Commission on Human Rights. The
Council selected nine members who
were to serve on the preliminary
Commission as individuals rather
than government representatives:
Eleanor Roosevelt (United States),
Rene Cassin (France), K.C. Neogi
(India), Paal Borg (Norway), Alex-
ander Borisov (U.S.S.R.), Dusan
Brkish (Yugoslavia), Fernand De-
housse (Belgium), Victor Haya de
la Torre (Peru), and C.L. Hsia
(China).

April 29-May 20, 1946. The
preliminary Human Rights Com-
mission met at Hunter College in
New York City for its first and
only session. It submitted pro-
posals to the Economic and Social
Council on establishing the perma-
nent Commission on Human Rights
and recommended that the perma-
nent Commission draft an interna-
tional bill of human rights “as soon
as possible.”

June 21, 1946. The Economic
and Social Council selected 18 UN
member states to serve on the per-
manent Commission on Human
Rights: Australia, Belgium, Be-
lorussian S.S.R., Chile, China,
Fgypt, France, India Iran,
Lebanon, Panama, Philippines,
Ukrainian S.S.R., U.S.S.R.,
United Kingdom, United States,
Uruguay, and Yugoslavia. (Initial
terms varied from 2 to 4 years;
subsequently, members were
elected for 3-year terms.)

"Human rights are at the heart of our
foreign policy because human rights
are at the heart of our Constitution
as a nation "

Secretary Shuitz
February 12, 1988

(Depariment of State photo)
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The Genocide Convention

Pres:dent Reagan’s signature on legisia-
tion providing legai enforcement under
U S iaw for the provisions of thie Con-
ventan on the Prevention and Punish-
raent of the Crime of Genocide
completes more than four decades of
U S. consideration of the diverse legai
implications of this major act

Following the Second World War,
the United States and other members of
the new United Nations were determined
to prevent a repetition of Nazi Ger-
many's deliberate and systematic at-
tempt to annihilate the Jewish peopie
On December 11, 1946, the UN General
Assembly unanimously passed a resol''-
tion declaning gerocide to be a crime
under international iaw. The U S dele-
gation to the United Nations took an
early, active, and leading role in subse-
quent UN efforts to draft a iegally bind-
Ing convention outlawing genocide and
worked to make it one of the first
focuses of UN human rights action

On December 9, 1948, the General
Assembiy unanimously adopted the
Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Cnime of Genocide
The convention prociaimed genocr 2,
whether committed in time of peace or
in time of war, to be a cnme under inter-
national faw that the contracting parties
were to pledge to prevent and punish
The convention defines genocide as
acts intended to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial, or re-
ligrous group This includes,

¢ Kiling members of the group,

¢ Causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group;

¢ Denberately inflicting on the group
conditions of life caiculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole
or In part;

¢ Imposing measures intended to
prevent births within the group, and

e Forcibly transferring children of
the group to anothe ,roup

The convention provides for the
punishment, either by the state in which
the act was committed or by an 'nterna-
tional penal tribunal, of persons commit-
ting genocide. be they conshitutionally
responsible rulers, public officials, or
private individuals Ratifying parties
agree to enact the necessary legislation
to give effect to the convention's
provisions

On Decembe; 11, 1948, the
representatives ct 20 nations, inciuding
the United States, signed the conven-
tion, which entered into force on Janu-
ary 12, 1951 President Truman
tr.nsmitted the Gencoide Convention to
the U S Senate for its advice and con-
sent to ratification on June 16, 1949, but
no action was taken Presidents Ken-
nedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, and Carter
each in turn urged the Senate to give its
consent to ratificaiion of the convention

On September 5, 1984, the White
House announced that the Reagan Ac-
munistration had completed its review of
the Genocide Convention and supported
its ratificaton The foilowing day, Presi-
dent Reagan affirmed that his Admin-
istration would “vigorously support,
consistent with the U S Constitution,
the ratificaticn of the Genocide Conven-
tion,” and intended to use the conven-
tion in its “efforts to expand human
freedom and fight human nghts abuses
around the world.” Following its own
careful process of consideration, on
February 19, 1986, the U S Senate
voted 83 to 11 to give its advice and
consent to ratification of the convention
Foliowing adoption by Congress in Oc-
tober 1988 of the Genocide Convention
Impiementation Act, President Reagan
on November 4, 1988, signed into iaw
the implementing legisiation thereby
completing the U S ratification process

December 11, 1946. The UUN
General Assembly referred a draft
declaration on fundamental human
rights and freedoms, submitted by
Panama, to the Economic and So-
cial Council for reference to the
Commission on Human Rights.
This was the first of a number of
draft declarations, conventions,

and other proposals relating to hu-
man rights submitted by individual
countries. A Division of Human
Rights in the Secretariat of the
United Nations began gathering
materials relevant to the work of
the Human Rights Commission.
The division also undertook addi-
tional research and prepared docu-
mentation for the use of the
Human Rights Commission. These

o
Y

materials incorporated the work of
scholars and statesmen worldwide
and formed an appropriate basis for
the Commission’s decisions.

January 27-February 10, 1947.
The Commission on Human Rights,
during its first plenary session at
Lake Success, New York, elected
Eleanor Roosevelt as chairman,
P.C. Chang of China as vice chair-
man, and Charles Malik of Lebanon
as rapporteur. The central substan-
tive concern of the Commission was
the proposed bill of human rights.
During the first months, members
of the Commission frequently de-
bated the philosophical basis of hu-
man rights. Chang spoke of the
teachings of Confucius, while Malik
cited the works of Thomas
Aquinas.

The basic differences that
arose, however, concerned the rela-
tionship of the individual to the
state. Points of view ranged from
the unrestricted assertion of indi-
vidual freedom to the supremacy of
the collective rights of society as a
whole. The ideological debate did
not completely divide along com-
munist-noncoinmunist lines. Sev-
eral representatives of democratic
governments urged that more at-
tention be paid to the assertion of
economic and social rights.

As a result of this discussion,
the Commission selected a drafting
committee, composed of Roosevelt,
Chang, and Malik, and directed it
to censult with Commission mem-
bers and other experts and prepare
a preliminary draft international
bill of human rights. The drafting
committee was to consider the in-
clusion of a range of civil anc. polit-
ical, as well as economic and social
rights. These included certain civil
rights, such as the right to free-
dom of religion, opinion, speech,
information, assembly and associa-
tion, and to safeguards for persons
accused of crime; such social and
economic rights as the right of se-
curity, the right to employment,




education, food, medical care, and
the right to property; and such po-
litical rights as the right to cit-
izenship, the right of citizens to
participate in the government, and
the right to equality without dis-
tinetion. Members of the Commis-
sion also expressed the “iiew that
the bill stould take into «ccount
the constitutions of member states,
be acceptable to all UN members,
and that it be short, and simple to
understand.

March 24, 1947. In response to
objections by the Soviet Union that
the proposed drafting committee
was too small and had no European
member, Mrs. Roosevelt informed
the UN Economic and Social Coun-
cil thet she was appointing a larger
drafting committee composed of
eight members of the Commission:
the United States, the United
Kingdom, the Soviet Union,
France, Lebanon, China, Aus-
tralia, and Chile. On March 28, the
Council noted with approval Mrs.
Roosevelt’s decision and asked the
UN Secretariat to prepare a
“documented outline” to be used as
the basis for a preliminary draft of
an international bill of rights by
the coinniittee.

June 9-25, 1947. The drafting
committee held its fiist session at
Lake Success. Its discussions were
based on a 400 page draft “outline”
containing 48 short articles with
annotations to constitutions of
member states, prepared by Johr
Humphrey of Canada, Director of
the UN Secretariat’s Division of
Human Rights. The committee also
took into consideration a uraft
covenant on human rights proposed
by the Unitea Kingdom, as well as
several specific language changes
to the draft outline submitted by
the United States.

During the discussion, U.S.
and other representatives of demo-
cratic governments emphasized the
importance of political and civil lib-
erties as embodied in the U.S. Bill
of Rights and the French Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen. Representatives of
communist countries rejected these
“bourgeois” thoughts as obsolete,
insisted that social principles have
priority, and strongly objected to
the inclusion and wording of such
rights as freedom of expression and

of the press. Members of the draft-
ing committee also diverged on the
question of whether the bill of

1 ghts should be a declaration ap-
proved by the General Assembly
that would only have the legal force
of a recommendation or a multi-
lateral convention binding ia inter-
national law on all states ratifying




Th2 United States
Recommends Adoption

“Systematic anc deliberate denials of
basic human nights iie at the root of
most of our troubles and threaten the
work of the United Nations.
Governments which systematically dis-
regard the nghts of their own people are
not hikety to respect the nghts of other
n&uons and other people and are fikely
to seek their objectives by coercion and
force in the internationat fietd [Let]
the General Assembly approve by an
overwhelming majonty the Declaration
of Human Rights as a standard of con-
duct for all; and iet us, as Members of
the United Nations, conscious of our
own shortcomings and imperfections,
join our effort in good faith to live up to
this high standard "

Secretary of State George C Mar-
shail before the opening session of the
UN Generai Assembly in Pans, Sep-
tamber 23, 1948

it. Consequently, the drafting com-
mittee decided to Lepare two sep-
arate documents—a declaration or
manifesto outlining general princi-
ples and providing a common stand-
ard of achievement, and a working
paper containing suggestions for
the content of one or more
conventions.

Rene Cassin, who would re-
ceive the Nobel Peace Prize in 1968
for his work in promoting i.iterna-
tional human rights, was then
chosen tc prepare a preliminary
draft declaration for the committee
based on the Secretariat outline.
After Professor Cassin’s initial
draft was revised by a temporary
working group (United States,
United Kingdom, France, and
Lebanon), it was considered in ge-
tail by the fu!l drafting committae
before submission to the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission. The draf-
ting commiitee also decided {0
present to the Commission sugges-

tions for a convention that ex-
panded upon 2rticles from the
U.K. draft convention.

October 31, 1947. The U.S.
Department of State held a confer-
ence attended by representatives of
approximately 150 nongovernmen-
tal orgai.zations to discuss a 'J.S.
proposal for a declaration of human
rights. Tne U.S. proposal had been
developed by an interdepartmental
committee that included represen-
tatives from the Departments of
State, Justice, Labor, and Interior,
and the Federal Security Agency
(which dealt with health, educa-
tion, and social and econumic se-
curity). The U.S. proposal was
later revised in light of comments
made at the conference and submit-
ted by Mrs. Roosevelt to the sec-
ond session of the UN Human
Rights Commission in December
1947.

December 2-17, 1947. The sec-
ond session of the UN Human
Rights Commission, meeting in
Geneva, Switzerland, addressed as
the first order of business the
question of whether priority should
be given to the preparation of a
declaration of human rights, a hu-
man rights covenant, or measures
of implementation. The Commis-
sion decided that the drafting com-
mittee should pursue all three
areas, te be included in an interna-
tional bill of rights. The Commis-
sion also revised the working
papers submitted by the drafting
committee into preliminary drafts
of an international declaration on
human rights and an internatjonal
covenant on human rights. In Janu-
ary 1948, the Commission for-
warded these drafts to UN
members for comment.

May 3-21, 1948. After consid-
ering comments received from 13
UN member states, the second ses-

sion of the drafting committee,
meeting at Lake Success, revised
the international declaration and
the international covenant and sub-
mitted the new drafts to the Com-
mission on Human Rights.

May 24-June 18, 1948. Return-
Ing to Lake Success, the third ses-
sion of the Commission on Human
Rights revised the draft declara-
tion but did not have time to con-
sider the draft covenant. Mrs.
Roosevelt urged, as she had
throughout the entire process, that
priority be given to the D« 2laratijon
as “the world was waiting for the
Commission on Human Rights to
do something.” Progress in the
field of human rights would be long
delayed, she argued, if the world
must await the laborious process of
negotiating the technical language
of a treaty and then Jefer its being
brought into fcree until individual
countries had compleced their
lengthy processes of ratification.
On June 18, 12 members of the
Commission voted in favor of a re-
vised, 28-article draft international
declaration on human rights.
(There were no negative votes, al-
though the Soviet Union, Belorus-
sian S.S.R., Ukrainian S.S.R., and
Yugoslavia abstained and the So-
viet representative submitted a mi-
nority report calling the draft
“weak and completely unaccept-
able.”, The Commission then -ub-
mitted the draft declaration 1 the
Economic and Social Council for
approval.

August 1948. The majority
view on the Economic and Social
Council was that adoption of the
international declaration on human
rights would mark an important
step toward affirming human rights
and that this step should be taken
without waiting for agreement on
an international covenant. On Au-
gust 26, the Council decided to
transmit the draft declaration to
the UN General Assembly.




September 24, 1948. The ( en-
eral Assembly referred the draft
international declaration on human
rights to Committee III (Social,
Humanitarian, and Cultural).

September 30-December 7,
1948. Committee III held a total of
81 meetings on the International
Declaration on Hurman Rights.
Charles Malik of Lebanon, who had
been rapporteur of the Human
Rights Commission while the dec-
laration was being drafted, served
as chairman. The committee con-
ducted an article-by-article review
of the text of the draft declaration,
during which 168 formal draft reso-
lutions containing amendments to
its various articles were submitted.
At 1:00 a.m. on December 7, after
voting on hundreds of proposed
changes, Committee III adopted
the revised text of the declaration
{now called the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights) by a vote of
29 to 0 with 7 abstentions (Belorus-
sian S.S.R., Canada, Czec.i0slo-
vakia, Poland, Ukrainian S.S.R.,
U.S.S.R., and Yugoslavia) and
transmitced it to the General As-
sembly. On December 7, the com-
mittee rejected a Soviet draft
resolution requesting the Gene:-al
Assembly to postpone final adop-
tion of the Universal Declaration
until its next session.

December 9-10, 1948. The UN
General Assembly, meeting at the
Palais de Chaillot in Paris, debated
and adopted the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. Represent-
atives of 35 nations presented their
views. The Declaration was pro-
claimed as marking a historic step
in the history of mankind, a protest
by humanity against oppre~<ion,
inspired by the highest ideals and
an expression of mankind’s most
noble principles and as irations.
Some of those who spoke saw it as
a step toward the establishment of
a true international constitution, a

landmark of international coopera-
tion, an effective protector of hu-
man freedoms. Others praised the
document but stressed the need for
4 covenant to secure compliance.
Some noted that the document was
a compromise, not perfect, but the
most harmonious, comprehensive,
and universal declaration on human
rights that the human race had so
far achieved. They criticized cer-
tain provisions, omissions, and lack
of specificity in language but sup-
ported the document as a whole. A
few withheld their support for a
variety of reasons, including a So-
viet protest that the Declaration
violated national sovereignty, but
these nations chose not to vote
against it.

The General Assembly ap-
proved one amendment proposed
by the United Kingdom and re-
jected a Soviet draft resolution
proposing that final adoption be
postponed until the fourth regular
session of the General Assembly in
the fall of 1949. After voting article
by article on the text, the General
Assembly adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (Res-
olution 217(AXIID)) at 4 minutes to
midnight on December 10 by a vote
of 48 to 0 with 8 abstentions. Those
voting in favor were: Afghanistan,
Argentina, Australia, Belgium,
Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada,
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, the Domin-
icani Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El
Salvador, Ethiopia, France,
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland,
India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Lib-
eria, Luxembourg, Mexico,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nic-
aragua, Norway, Pakistan, Pan-
ama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
Siam (Thailand), Sweden, Syria,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United

States, Uruguay, Venezuela. Those
abstaining were: Belorussian
S.S.R., Czechoslovakia, Poland,
Saudi Arabia, Ukrainian S.S.R.,
Union of South Africa, U.S.S.R.,
and Yugoslavia.

Continuing Efforts
To Implement the
Declaration

Since December 10, 1948, the UN
General Assembly has adopted well
over 100 other resolutions, cove-
nants, conventions, and protocels,
which elaborate on principles con-
tained in the Declaration. These in-
struments represent an ongoing
effort to advance and implement
the message contained in the Uni-
versal Declzaration.

Declarations, which are
adopted by the UN General As-
sembly, constitute recommenda-
tions to UN member states. They
have moral weight but no legal
force. The United States, after
careful consideration, has voted in
the General Assembly for a
numker of declarations on many
subjects, including religious, sex-
ual, and racial discrimination; tor-
ture ard other cruel treatment or
punishment; and the rights of indi-
viduals who are not nationals of the
country in whic!. they live.

Covenants, conventions, and
protocols, which constitute legally
binding international treaties for
ratifying parties, involve a much
more complex process before enter-
ing into force. Following apptoval
of the text by the General Assem-
bly, individual states must initiate
their own frequently lengthy
ratification processes. Only after a
specified number of countries have
ratified the treaty, does the cove-
nant, convention, or protocol enter




The UN Commission
on Human Rights

The UN Commussion on Human Rights
1s the major UN body to promote and
protect human rnights It 's one of several
specialized Commissions mandated by
the UN Charter, and was formally estab-
hshed as a subs:diary body of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council (ECOSOC) in
June 1946 The Commussion initially was
compriseu of 18 UN member states Its
first important task was to draft the inter-
national bill of rights

Since its first plenary session at
Lake Success, New York, in January
1947, the Cemmission on Human Rights
has evolved into a body composed of 43
states elected by ECOSOC, from among
interested UN members, for 3-year
terms The Commission meets once a
year at Geneva for 6 weeks It deals
with all aspects of human rights It
provides overal! policy recommendations
to the United Nations. studies human
nghts problems, prepares recommenda-
tions for action, drafts UN instruments
relating to human nights, and monitors
the observance of human nights

Each year, under ECOSOC resolu-
tion 1503. a subcommission of experts
meets separately to consider, in strict
confidence, thousands of letters from in-
dividue's and groups protesting alleged
human rights violations The subcom-
MISSION also reviews responses ob-
tained from the governments concerned
After hearing from ail parties and re-
viewing the evidence, the subcommis-
sion makes recommendations to the
Commission It may recommend, for ex-
ample, that the Commission authorize
an investigation by independent experts.
that direct discussions with the govern-
ment or governments involved be under-
taken, that the case be put on the public
record, or that the matter be dropped

Together with these contributions
from 1ts subcommission, the UN Human
Rights Commisston also gains informa-
tion from public sessions at which gov-
ernments, nongovernmental organ-
12ations, and individuals may present
views and evidence concerning human
nghts. The Commussion has the power
to adopt resolutions condemning vio-
lations of human nghts, or to recom-
mend such resolutions for adoption by
its parent body, ECOSOC, or by the UN
General Assembly. While such resolu-
tions are not legally binding or enforcea-
ble, they can subiect violating countries
to close public scrutiny worldwide.
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into foree, and then only for those
countries which ratified it.

The United States has ratified
several of these instruments: the
Protocoi Amending the Slavery
Convention Signed at Geneva on
September 23, 1926, with annex

(adopted on December 7, 1953, and

ratified bv the United States on

Mar = @ 1956); the Supplementary

Cor ntion on the Abohtion of
Slavery, the Slave Trade and In-
stitutions and Practices Similar to
Slavery (adopted on September 7,
1956, and ratified by the United
States on December 6, 1967); the
Protocol Relating to the Status of
Refugees (adopted on December

16, 1966, and ratified by the United

States on October 4, 1968); the
Convention on the Political Rights
of Women (adopted on December

20, 1952, and ratified by the United

States on July 7, 1976); and the
Ccnvention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Gen-
ocide (see sidebar p. 6).

The executive branch of the
United States has signed and sub-
mitted to the Senate for its advice
and consent to ratification the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Economic and

Social Rights (see 1966 Covenants);

the International Convention on

the Elimination of All Forms of P..-

cial Discrimination (adopted De-
cember 21, 1965, and submitted by
President Carter to the Senate on

February 23, 1978); the Convention

on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(adopted December 18. 1979, and
submitted by President Carter to
the Senate on November 12, 1980):
and the Convention Against Tor-
ture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punish-
ment (adopted on December 10,
1984, and submitted by President
Reagan to the Senate on May 23,

1988). The Senate has not vet acted
on these instruments,

Delay in the process of ratify-
ing treaties associated with human
rights, however, does not reflect an
intention to deny Americans their
rights. The Constitution, the Bill of
Rights, and other U S, laws fully
proteet the rights and freedoms
that Americans enjoy.

The 1966 Covenants

The adoption of the Universal
Declaration on December 10, 1945,
did not diminish the impetus to de-
velop legally binding measures to
secure compliance with the princi-
ples of the Declaration. That same
day, the UN General Assembly
passed a resolution requesting the
Economic¢ and Social Council to ask
the Conmimission on Human Rights
to continue to give priority to prep-
aration of the remaining portions of
the projected international bill of
human rights—an international
covenant, which would be legally
binding on ratifying states, and
measures of implementation.

In 1952, at the request of the
Economic and Social Council and
the General Assembly, the Com-
mission agreed to divide its draft
covenant into two covenants—one
on ¢ivil and political rights and the
other on economic. social, ard cul-
tural rights. The United States had
been a strong proponent of two
separate covenants on he grounds
that the term “rights” was used in
a different sense regarding civil
and political rights on the one hand
and economic, social, and cultural
rights on the other. The Commis-
sion subsequently produced two
draft covenants asx well as an op-
tional protocol to the covenant on
civil and political rights.

On December 16, 1966, 19 yvears
after submission of the first preiim-
inary drafts of an international bill



of rights to the C-;mmission on Hu-
man Rights, the General Assembly
adopted the International Covenant
on Civil a. -~ Political Rights; the
Optional Pintocol to the Interna-

- gl Covenant on Civil and Politi-
C... fights; aud the International
Covenant on Economic, Soc.al and
Cultural Rights—three instru-
ments giving legal force to the
rights proclaimed in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Both
covenants were adopted unan-
imously, while the Optional Pro-
tocol to the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights was adopted by a
vote of 68 (United States) to 2,
with 38 abstentions. Together with
the Universal Declaration, these
three insiruments constitut. what
the United Nations calls the Inter-
national Bill of Human Rights.

Following the vute, U.S. Rep-
resentative to .he United Nations
Patricia Harris declared that the
United States had voted for the
three instruments because it be-
lieved that “the United Nations
mr'st move forward in the field of
hvman rights if it is to fulfill the
promise of the Charter to promote
and encourage ‘respect for human
rights and for fundamental free-
doms for all without distinction as
to race, sex, language, or re-
ligion.’ ” Harris noted that this af-
firmative vote did not express U.S.
“agreement with or approval of
every part of the covenants.”

On October 5, 1977, President
Jimmy Carter visited the United
Nat' as and signed the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights and the International
Covenant on Economie, Social and
Cultural Rights on behalf of the
United States. President Carte:
transmitted both covenant : to the
Senate for ratification on Febru-
ary 23, 1978, declaring that its
prompt advice and consent to
ratification would “confirm our
country’s traditional commitment
to the promotion and protection of
human rights at home and abroad.”

The Universai Declaration: A Living Document

The Universal De *ion of Human
Rights urges all pe ° les and all natio -
to ;. ymote respect tur the nghts 1t p
claims and to strive for their universal
and effective recognition and observ-
ance Immediately after adoption of the
Universal Declaration, the United Na-
tions began to develop a many-faceted
program for informing people throughout
the worid that they were entitied to cer-
tain nights. The text of the Declaration
was transiated into numerous languages
and pubhicized through UN publications,
posters, films, speakers, radio and tele-
vision programs, human nghts exhibits,
and special events By the end of 1949,
the Universal Declaration was available
in 19 languages—including the 5 otficial
languagas of the United Nations. It 1s
now printed and circulated \n more than
70 languages and copies can be found
in almost every nation on earth. A mini-
ature copy of the Declaration aiso i1s
available in the form of a pocket-sized
“passport,” showing that the individual
whose name it b:ars 's entitled o the
nghts within.

To underscore the importance that
the United Nations attached to this doc-
ument, it dec - hat the Deciaration
would be the , other document along
with the UN Charer to be deposited in
the cornerstone of the UN Headquarters
building in New York City Secieta y
General Trygve Lie placed these docu-
ments in the cornerstone dunng the
dedication ceremony on Qctober 24,
1949, Also, the United Nations, under &
practice established by the General As-
sembly on December 4, 195( observes
Human Rights Day each yea on De-
cember 10, a special day for disseminat-
ing the message of the Declaration to
the peoples of the world

UN Sacretary General Javier Perez
de Cuellar on December 10, 1987, initi-
ated the 40th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Univer~al Declaraticn by
reaffirming the UN commitment to its
principles The United Nations an-
nounced that it would put even greater
stress on carrying the message ¢f the
Universal Declaraticn to every part of
the world durning the year-long obser-
vance of its 40th anniversary, particu-
larly through expansion of UN infor-
mation, training, and advisory programs.
UN offices organized a senes of com-
memorative events celebrating the 40th
anniversary @nd promoting humin rnights
to be held thr.;ughout the year, such as
speeches by the Secretary General and
other top UN officials, seminars, panel
discussions, bnefings, workshops, pub-
hc meetings, and other special pro-
grams—culminating with solemn
ceremonies dunng a special commem-
orative session of the UN General As-
sembly on December 8, 1988.

The United States 1s commemorat-
ing the 40th anniversary by holding a
conference on human rights at the De-
partment of State on December 8, 1988,
which will be attended by represent-
atives of human rights organizations and
other individuals active In this area.
President Reagan’s annual proclama-
von, announcing U S observance of Hu-
mar Rights Day on December 10,
repledges U S. dedication to the cause
of \ndividual freedom and human rights.

Ciearly, the Universal Declaratiun of
Human Rights cont'nues to be a living
document and the UN slogan honoring
its 4Gth anniversary—“People only live
full lives in the hght of human rnights"—
gains more adherents every day

The President also told the
Senate, however, that although
“the great majority of the substan-
tive provisions” of the Jvenants
were “entirely consistent” with the
letter and spirit of U.S. laws and
the Constitution, ne had recom-
mended reservations, understand-
ings, or declarations wherever a
provision may be in conflict with
the U.S. Constitution or laws.

These areas included, among oth-
ers, rights to free speech and prop-
erty, and the federal character of
our government. The President
also recommended that the Senate
issue a statement of understanding
that Articles 1 through 15 of the
International Covenant on Eco-
nomie, Social and Cultural Rights
describe goals to be achieved pro-
gressively rather than through im-
mediate implementation. The




Senate has not yet given its con-
sent to ratification of the
covenants.

The International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights
affirms such rights as the inherent
right to life; liberty of movement;
equality before the law; presump-
tion of innocence; freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion;
freedom of expression; the right of
peaceful assembly; freedom of asso-
ciation; and the right to take part
in the conduct of public affairs and
to vote in genuine, free elections.
The covenant declares that no one
shall be subjected to cruel, inhu-
man, or degrading punishment,
torture, or arbitrary arrest or de-
tention; and that no one shall be
held in slavery or servitude. It pro-
hikits diserimination in enjoyment
of these rights on the basis of race,
sex, language, religion, opinion,
and/or national or social origin. It

also established an 18-member Hu-
man Rights Committee to consider
reports submitted by ratifying
states on measures taken to imple-
ment its provisions. The Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights entered into force
on March 23, 1976—3 months after
deposit of the 35th instrument of
accession with the UN Secretary
General.

The Optional Protocol of the
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights recognizes the competence
of the Human Rights Committee to
investigate complaints against
states ratifying the protocol by in-
dividuals claiming to be victims of
violations of the rights set forth by
the covenant. The Optional Pro-
tocol also entered into force on
March 23, 1976—3 months after de-
posit of the 10th instrument of
ratification with the UN Secretary
General.

The International Covenant
on Econnmic, Social and Cultural
Rights proclaims such rights as the
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right to self-determination, enjoy-
ment of just and favorable condi-
tions of work, an adequate
standard of living, the highest at-
tainable standard of physical and
mental health, education, participa-
tion in cultural life, the benefits of
scientific progress, and the right to
form trade unions. The covenant
prohibits discrimination in'en’ -
ment of these rights based on race,
sex, language, religion, opinion,
and/or national or social origin.
Ratifying states undertake to sub-
mit periodic reports to the Eco-
nomic and Social Council on
measures adopted and progress
made toward achieving observance
of the rights recognized by the
covenant. The International Cove-
nant on Economie, Social and Cul-
tural Rights entered into force on
January 3, 1976—3 months after
deposit of the 35th instrument of
ratification with the UN Secretary
General. B



Resolution 217(AXIII) of
the General Assembly,
December 1u, 194%

Preamble

Whereas recognition of the inherent
dignity and of the equal and in-
alienable rights of all members of
the human family is the foundation
of freedom, justice and peace in the
world,

Wherer:+ disregard and con-
tempt for i,aman rights have re-
sulted in barbarous acts which have
outraged the conscience of man-
kind, and the advent of a world in
which human beings shall enjoy
freedom of speech and belief and
freedom from fear and want has
been proclaimed as the highest as-
piration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man
is not to be compelled to have re-
course, as a last resort, to rebellion
against tyranny and oppression,
that human rights should be pro-
tected by the rule of law,

Wher, .s it is essential tu pro-
mote the development of friendly
relations between nations,

Whereas the peoples of the
United Nations have in the Charter
reaffirmed their faith in fundamen-
tal human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human persun and
in the equal rights of men and
women and have determined to
promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have
pledged themselves to achieve, in
co-operation with the United Na-
tions, the promotion of universal
respect for and observance of hu-
man rights and fundamental
freedoms,

Whereas a common under-
standing of these rights and free-

Appendix

doms is of the greatest importance
for the full realization of this
pledge,

Now, therefore,

The General Assenibly,

Proclaims this Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights as a com-
mon standard of achievement for all
peoples and all nations, to the end
that every individual and every
organ of society, keeping this Dec-
laration constantly in mind, shall
strive by teaching and education to
promote respect for these righus
and freedoms and by progressive
measures, nationa! and interna-
tional, to secure their universal and
effective recognition and obser-
vance, both among the peoples of
Member States themselves and
among the peoples of territories
under their jurisdiction.

Article 1

All human beings ate born free
and equal in dignity and rights,
Theyv are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards
one another in a spint of
brotherhood.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in
this Declaration, without distinc-
tion of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex language, religion, p~
litical or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or
other status.

Furthermore, no distinction
shall be made on the basis of the
political, jurisdictional or interna-
tional status of the country or ter-
ritory to which a person belongs,
whether it be independent, trust,
non-self-governing or under any
other limitation of sovereignty.
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Article 3

Everyone has the right to life,
liberty and the security of person.

Article 4

No one shall be held in slavery
or servitude; slavery and the slave
trade shall be prohibited in all
their forms.

Article 5

No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punishment.

Article 6

Everyone has the right to rec-
ognition everywhere as a person
before the law.

Article 7

All are equal before the law
and are entitled without any dis-
erimination to equal protection of
the law. All are entitled to equal
protection against any discrimina-
tion in violation of this Declaration
and against any incitement to such
diserimination.

Article 8

Evervone has the right to an
effective remedy by the competent
national tribunals for acts violating
the fundamental rights granted
him by the constitution or by law,

Article 9

No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary arrest, detention or exile,

Article 10

Everyone is entitled in full
equality to a fair and public hear-
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ing by an independent and impar-
tial tribunal, in the determination
of his rights and obligations and of
any criminal charge against him.

Article 11

1. Everycne charged with a
penal offence has the right to be
presumed innocent until proved
guilty according to law i a public
trial at which he has had all the
guarantees necessary for his
defence.

2. No one shall be held guilty
of any penal offence on account of
any act or omission which did not
constitute a penal offence, under
national or international law, at the
time when it was committed. Nor
shall a neavier penalty be imposed
than the one that was applicable at
the time the penal offence was
committed.

Article 12

No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary interference with his pri-
vacy, family, home or correspond-
ence, nor to attacks upon his
honour and reputation. Everyone
has the right to the protection of
the law against such interference
or attacks.

Article 13

1. Everyone has the right to
freedom of movement and resi-
dence within the borders of each
state.

2. Everyone has the right to
leave any country, including his
own, and to return to his country.

Article 14

1. Everyone has the right
to seek and to enjoy in other coun-
tries asylum from persecution.

2. This right may not be in-
voked in the case of prosecutions
genuinely arising from non-political
crimes or from acts contrary to the
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purposes and principles of the
United Nations.

Article 15

1. Everyone has the right to a
nationality.

2. No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his nationality nor de-
nied the right to change his
nationality.

Zrticle 16

1. Men and women of full age,
without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, have the
right to marry and to found a fam-
ily. They are entitled to equal
rights as to marriage, during mar-
riage and at it dissolution.

2. Marriage shall be entered
into only with the free and full con-
sent of the intending spouses.

3. The family is the natural
and fundamental group unit of soci-
ety and is entitled to pretection by
society and the State.

Article 17

1. Everyone has the right to
own properiy alone as well as in
association with others.

2. No one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his property.

Articie 18

Everyon. i.s the right to free-
dom of thought, conscience and re-
ligion; this right includes freedom
to change his religion or belief, and
freedom, either alone or in commu-
nity with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or
belief in teaching, practice, wor-
ship and observance.

Article 19

Everyone has the right to free-
dom of opinion and expression; this
right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and
to sec, receive and impart infor-

mation and ideas through any me-
dia and regardless of frontiers.

Article 20

1. Everyone has the right to
freedom of peaceful assembly and
association.

2. No one may be compelled to
belong to an association.

Article 21

1. Everyone has the right to
take part in the Government of his
country, directly or through freely
chosen representatives.

2. Everyone has the right of
equal access to public service in his
country.

3. The will of the people shall
be the basis of the authority of gov-
erninent; this will shall be ex-
pressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by univer-
sal and equal suffrage and shall be
held by secret vote or by equiv-
alent free voting procedures.

Article 22

Everyone, as a member of soci-
ety, has the right to social security
and is entitled to realization,
through national effort and interna-
tional co-operation and in accord-
ance with the organization and
resources of each State, of the eco-
nomic, social and cultural rights in-
dispensable for his dignity and the
free development of his personality.

Article 23

1. Everyone has the right to
work, to free choice of employ-
ment, to just and favourable condi-
tions of work and to protection
against unemployment.

2. Everyone, without any dis-
crimination, has the right to equal
pay for equal work.

3. Everyone who works has the
right to just and favourable re-
muneration insuring for himself




and his family an existence worthy
of human dignity, and supple-
mented, if necessary, by other
means of social protection.

4. Everyone has the right to
form and to join trade unions for
the protection of his interests.

Article 24

Everyone has the right to rest
and leisure, including reasonable
limitation of working hours and pe-
riodic holidays with pay.

Article 25

1. Everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate for the
health and well-bei~_ of himself
and of his family, including food,
clothing, housing and medical care
and necessary social services, and
the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or other lack of
livelihood in circumstances beyond
his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood
are entitled to special care and as-
sistance. All children, whether
born in or out of wedlock, shall en-
joy the same social protection.

Article 26

1. Everyone has the right to
education. Education shall be free,
at least in the elementary and fun-
damental stages. Elementary edu-
cation shall be compulsory.

Technical and professional educa-
tion shall be made generally avail-
able and higher education shall be
equally accessible to all on the
basis of merit.

2. Education shall be directed
to the full development of the hu-
man personality and to the
strengthening of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms.
It shall promote understanding,
tolerance and friendship among all
nations, racial or religious groups,
and shall further the activities of
the United Nations for the mainte-
nance of peace.

3. Parents have a prior right to
choose the kind of education that
shall be given to their children.

Article 27

1. Everyone has the right
freely to participate in the cultural
life of the community, to enjoy the
arts and to share in scientific ad-
vancement and its benefits.

2. Everyone has the right to
the protection of the moral and ma-
terial interests resulting from any
scientific, literary or artistic pro-
duction of which he is the author.

Article 28

Everyone is entitled to a social
and international order in which
the rights and freedoms set forth
in this Declaration can be fully
realized.

Article 29

1. Everyone has duties to the
community in which alone the free
and full development of his person-
ality is possible.
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2. In the exercise of his rights
and freedoms, everyvone shall be
subject only to such limitations as
are determined by law solely for
the purpose of securing due'recog-
nition and respect for the rights
and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of
morality, public order and the gen-
eral welfare in a democratic
society.

3. These rights and freedoms
may in no case be exercised con-
trary to the purposes and princi-
ples of the United Nations.

Article 30

Nothing in this Declaration
may be interpreted as implying for
any State, group or person any
right to engage in any activity or
to perform any act aimed at the
destruction of any of the rights and
freedoms set forth herein.

Hundred and eighty-third
plenary meeting, 10 December
1948.
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