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HIGHLIGHTS

Results of a spring 1983 HES survey offer the following information about undergraduate general
education and humanities requirements in U.S. colleges and universities for students entering in 1983-84 and
1988-89.

FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS

. Ir 1988, almost all (96%) baccalaureate-granting four-year colleges in thc United States had gencral
education requirements for all undergraduate degree candidates.

. Students entering four-year colleges in 1988-89 must take an average ot 52.1 semester credit hours in
general education, or 41 percent of the total credit hours needed for graduation (125.8). The average
hun.anities requirement is 25.0 credit hours, about half of the required general education hours and
about one-fifth of the total hours.

. One-half or more of the four-year colleges and universities require coursework in the following subject
areas tor students entcring in 1988-89: English composition (88%), social sciences (80%), natural and
physical sciences (67%), history (62%), mathematics (59%), English or American literature (55%),
"other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanities courses' (54%), and “unspecified
humanities courses, or a combination of humanities courses” (51%).

. The percentage of four-year colleges with requirements in various humanities subjects increased slightly
from 1983-84 to 1988 39; the increases in the percentage of schools requiring courses in various
nonhumanities subjects are somewhat larger.

. The average minimum credit hour requirements at four-year colleges for students entering in 1988-89
are "other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanities courses" (6.2), social sciences (5.6),
English composition (4.6), natural and phyical sciences (4.5), “unspecified humanities courses or a
combination of humanities courses” (4.3), studio and performing arts (4.1), history (3.4), mathematics
(2.5), English or American literature (2.4), "mathematics and/or science” (2.2), foreign languages and
literature (2.6), philosophy (1.8), and classics (0.2).

TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS

. In 1988, 90 percent of associate degree-granting two-year schools in the United States required all
degree candidates to take some gencral education courses to graduate.

» Students entering two-year schools in 1988-89 must take an average of 30.5 scmester credit hours in
general education, or 47 percent of the total credit hours needed for graduation (64.3). The average
humanities requircment is ;2.6 credit hours, 41 percent of the required gencral education hours and
about one-fifth of the total hours requircd for graduation.

" At Icast half of all two-year schools require coursework in the following subject arcas for 1988-89
entrants: English composition (94%), socia! sciences (68%), mathematics (64%), and natural and
physical sciences (55%).

" An average of two or more credit hours are required in the following subject areas for students entering
two-year colleges in 1988-89: English composition (4.7), social sciences (4.3), natural and physical
sciences (3.3), "unspecified humanities courses, or a combination of humanities courses” (2.8),
mathematics (2.8), and "mathematics and/or science” (2.1).

)




igher

clucation
(8
@ urveys

UNDERGRADUATE GENERAL EDUCATION AND HUMANITIES REQUIREMENTS

Laurie L. Lewis
Elizabeth Farris
Westat, Inc.

Higher Education Surveys Report
Survey Number 7 January 1989

%
gmmaed by the Natiwual Science Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Department of Education

|




TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS ..

Presence of Requirements in Selected Academic Areas

Credit Hour Requirements

Structure of General Education Requirements

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS
Presence of Requirements in S<lected Academic Areas

Credit Hour Requirements

Structure of General Education Requirements

SUMMARY ..ottt vttt et oo e e e oes oo

Survey Methodology, General Education and Humanities
Requirements Survey

14

19

19

20

21




LIST OF TABLES

Appendix Tables Page

A-3

A-8

A-9

Number and peicent of colleges and universities with general
education requirements in 1988, by school characteristics................. A-3

Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with
requirements in selected academic areas for students entering
in 1988-89, by academic area and school characteristics ................. A-4

Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with
requirements in selected academic areas for studenis entering
in 1983-84, by academic area and school characieristics................... A-6

Average minimum number of credit hours required for graduation,

in general education, and specifically in humanities in

baccalaureate programs at four-year colleges and universities,

by SChOOI ChAraCteriStiCS .........ov.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo oo A-8

Average minimum credit hour requirements at four-year colleges
and universities, by academic area and school characteristics........... A-9

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with each
structure of general education requirements for students
entering in 1988-89 and 1983-84, by school characteristics ............. A-12

Percent of four-year colleges and universities in which students

usually complete their general education requirements in lower

division only, upper division only, or in either upper or lower

division for students entering in 1988-89 and 1983-84, by school
CRATACIETISHICS ... oo et A-13

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with various kinds
of foreign language requirements for students entering in 1988-89,
by SChOOI CharaCteriStics .........ovvevueveveeeereeeeeeeooee oo A-14

Percent of four-year colleges and universities that require a survey
course in selected academic areas for students entering in 1988-89,
bY SChOOI CharaCteriStics .........vuueueeeereeeeeeseeeseeoee oo A-15

Number and percent of two-year colleges with requirements for an
associate degree in selected academic areas for students entering
in 1988-89 and 1983-84, by academic area..............ooooovooooo A-16

Average minimum number of credit hours required for graduation,
in general education, and specifically in humanities in associate
degree programs at two-year and four-year colleges................. e A-18

Average minimum credit ho.r requirements for an associate
degree at two-year colleges, by academic area.............oooovvvovoi... A-19



LIST OF TABLES (continued)

ndix Tables Page

A-13 Percent of two-year colleges with various structures of general

education requirements for students entering in 1988-89 and

JOB3=84......ooveieeeirrerereerreeerees e veseers e s s e sens s sisae s sererna s s ennan e baeaeas A-20
A-14 Percent of two-year colleges with various kinds of foreign

language requirements for students entering in 1988-89................. A-21
A-15 Percent of two-year colleges that require a survey course in

selected academic areas for students entering in 1988-89................. A-22
A-16 Standard errors for StatistiCs.........ccovivrieiiiniiicneriiencre et s A-23

~1




LIST OF FIGURES

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements
in selected humanities subjects for students entering in 1988-89,
by school control

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements
in selected iiumanities subjects for students entering in 1988-89,
by school type

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements
in selected areas of history for students entering in 1988-89,
by school control

Percent of four-year colleges and vniversities with requirements
in selected areas of history for students entering in 1988-89,
by school type

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements
in selected nonhumanities subjects for students entering in
1988-89, by school control..............cc.ueee.......

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements
in selected nonhumanities subjects for students entering in
1988-89, by school type

Average hours required in humanities and other general education
as a percentage of iotal hours required for graduation in four-
year colleges and universities in 1988-89, by school
characteristics

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected
humanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities
for students entering in 1988-89, by school control

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected
humanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities
for students entering in 1988-89, by school type

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected areas of
history at four-year colleges and universities for students
entering in 1988-89, by school control

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected areas of
history at four-year colleges and universities for students
entering in 1988-89, by school type




Text Figures

12

19

20

LIST OF FIGURES (continued)

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected
nonhumanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities
for students entering in 1988-89, by school control

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected
nonhumanities subjects at four-year colleges and universities
for students entering in 1988-89, by school type

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with each structure
of general education requirements for students entering in 1988~
89, by school control

Percent of four-year colleges and universities with each structure
of general education requirements for students entering in 1988~
89, by school type

Percent of four-year colleges and universities in which students
usually complete their general education requirements in lower
division oniy, upper division only, or in either upper or lower
division for students entering in 1988-89, by school
characteristics

Percent of four-year colleges and universities that require a
survey course in selected academic areas for students entering
in 1988-89, by school control

Percent of four-year coileges and universities that require a
survey course in selected academic areas for students entering
in 1988-89, by school type

Percent of two-year colleges with require ments in selected
subjects for students entering in 1988-89

Average minimum credit hour requirements in selected subjects at
two-year colleges for students entering in 1988-89

Appendix Figures

A-1l

Percents of each type of four-year school that are public and
private

Percents of public, private, and all four-year schools that are
doctoral, comprehensive, baccalaureate, and specialized




E

Q

INTRODUCTION

In the past several years, a number of national commissions
and reports have called for curricular reform among
colleges and universities. A common theme rusnuing
through many cf these reports is the need for greater rigor
and coherence in the undergraduaie curriculum. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that some higher education institutions
are reexamining their course requirements in light « { these
calls for reform. There arc almost no national data,
however, that measure the extent of change in general
education requircments or that examine the role the
humanities play among these requirements. The purpose of
this survey, requested by the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and conducted through the Higher
Education Surveys (HES) system, was to collect such data
in order to provide reliable nationa! estimates of general
education and humanities requirements for undergraduates
and to assess changes in requirements from 1983 to 1988,

This survey requested information about:

. The existence of general education requirements at
the school, i.e., requirements that all undergraduates
must meet, regardless of major;

. The structure of the general education requirements
-- the kinds of choices students have in meeting
general education requirements;

. The academic years during which college students
usually fulfill their general education requirements;

. The total number of credit hours required for
graduation, the minimum number of credit hours
required in general education, and the minimum
number of credit hours required in humanities, for
the baccalaureate and associate degrees;

. The minimum number of credit hours required of all
degree candidates in specific academic areas;

. The foreign language requirements for  all
undergraduates; and
. Whether the general education requirements

stipulate that a strdent must take a survey course in
certain arcas.

To allow for comparisons over time, the majority of survey
questions asked for information concerning the institutional
requirements for students entering in 1983-84 and 1988-89.

For the purposes of this survey, "general education” is
defined as that part of the curriculum that all
undergraduates are required to take, regardless of major, in
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order to graduate. Ofien referred to as the "breadtn”
component of the curriculum, general education is distinct
from the "depth” major and from free electives. Some
institutions require students to take a specific set or "core"
of general education courses. Other institutions adopt a
distribution scheme whereby students can select from
groups of courses to complete the general education
requirements.

The data were collected in spring 1988 from a nationally
representative sample of 504 colleges and universities,
representing a universe of approximately 2,800 colleges and
universities (1,560 four-year schools and 1,245 two-year
schools). A 98 percent response rate (496 colleges and
universities) was obtained. Appendix B provides a more
detailed discussion of the sample and survey methodology.
The survey questionnaire is reproduced in Appendix C.

Colleges diffcr in their approaches to general education
requirements. Some schools require all students to take
courses from common “"core” arcas, while other schools
tailor general education requirements to specific majors or
types of C.grees. For this survey, NEH was interested in
the minimum requirements that ail students at a college or
university must meet to obtain a degree. Accordingly, if any
group of students (e.g., students in the School of Fine Arts)
was exempted from a particular requirement, the college or
university was considered as not having that requirement.
Thus, the numbers in this report do not reflect what some
(or even most) students actually take, but the minimum
required for all students.

Because of this approach, doctoral universities, which are
composed of several colleges or schools that operate fairly
independently, often reported relatively low requirements.
Each school or college of a university is more comparable in
size and structure to a baccalaureate college than is the
entire university. Since each school at a university usually
sets its own requirements, the common requirements across
the university are usually lower than the common
requiremenis in the more homogeneous baccalaureate
schools.

General education requirements refer to general subject
areas, not specific courses. For example, if all students are
required to take 6 hours of science, but nursing majors take
biology and epidemiology, while chemistry majors take
chemistry and phvsics, the school still is cnncidered as
having science requirements, because everyone must take 6
hours of science to graduate, regardless of the specific
courses taken to fulfill the requirement. However, if most
students must take 6 hours of science, but art majors are not
required to take any science courses at all, then the school is
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considered as not having a science requirement that all
students must meet.

Onc approach to general education requirements
cncountered frequently in this study was the use of "pool”
requirements, a situation where schools allow students to
choose a specified number of credit hours from a group of
courses in various subjcct areas. Since "pool” requirements
spanncd several subjc t arcas, they sometimes created
problems for schools when completing the questionnaire.
To maintain consistency in reporting, the following coding
scheme was developed for "pool” requirements (refer to
question 6 on the survey questionnaire, found in Appendix
C):

. If all subject areas in the "pool” were humanities
subjects, the credit hours were assigned to
"unspecii:zd humanities courses, or a combination of
humanities courses”;

. If the “pool" included both humanities ar!

nonhumanities subjects (e.g., studio and performing
arts or social sciences were included with
humanities), the credit hours were assigned to
"other";

. If the "pool" included multiple nonhumanities
subjects, the credit hours were assigned to "other.”

Colleges’ inclusion of both humanities ane nonhumanities
subjects in a "pool” requirement served to lower humanities
requirements in some instances. For example, colleges
often classify history as a social science; therefore, their
social science "pool” included history, although history was
considered a humanities subject for this survey. Because
the humanities-nonhumanities boundary was crossed in
such instances, the hours for the entire social science "pool”
(which included history) were assigned to the "other”
category. Another situation of this type was the inclusion of
studio and performing arts courses in a humanities "pool.”
Again, the humanities-nonhumanities boundary was
crossed, so the hours £or the entire humanities "pool” were
coded into the "other” category. Thus, "pool” structures may
underestimate courses taken in humanities.

The discussion of the survey findings is divided into two
parts.  The first part describes general education
requircments for baccalaureate degrees at doctoral,
comprchensive, baccalaurcate, and four-year specialized
schools. The second part describes general education
requirements at two-year schools. The data in each section
of this report are aggregated as "total" figures, which
represent all four-year or two-year colleges grouped
together; data fr- four-year colleges are also disaggregated

by school control and "type.” These classifications are

defined in Appendix B.

Unless otherwise specifier, data reported in the text refer to
“total" figures. Wherc subgroup comparisons are made for
four-year colleges, they focus on comparisons between
public and private schools and among doctoral,
comprehensive, and baccalaureate schools. References to
specialized schools are occasionally made, and data for
these institutions are provided in the tables and figures.
Data for specialized schools are included in the public,
private and "total” figures.

Specialized schools are usually quite different from other
four year schools. To be eligible for this survey, colleges
must enroll undergraduates and award associate or
baccalaureate degrees. Almost three-quarters of the
colleges found to be ineligible for this survey were
specialized schools; these were generally schools of
medicine or theology that earolled only graduate students.
Most of the eligible specialized schools were religious
schools and schools of studio and performing arts (art,
design, music). Because of the nature of these institutions,
they have a disproportionate impact on the credit hours
required in "other humanities" (which includes religious
studies, and the history, criticism, and theory of the arts)
and studio and performing arts. This imgact is discussed in
more detail in footnotes to the section on credit hour
requirements.

All analyses except those in Appendix Table A-1 include
only those colleges and universities with general education
requirements (i.e., those schools who answered "yes" to
question 2). Respondents in schools with no general
education requirements at the time of the survey completed
only the respondent information section. Thus, the
numbers should be interpreted with the preface "Of those
schools with general education requirements in 1988,.."
Since most schools did have general education requirements
(see Appendix Table A-1), the numbers are not very
different from those that would result if all colleges had
been included.

The estimates in this report are based on sample data that
have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because
these estimates are subject to sampling variability, numbers
in the tables, figures, and text have been rounded. Percents,
averages, and change scores have been calculated based on
the actual estimates rather than the rounded values. All
statements of comparison made in the text are significant at
the 95 percent confidence level or better.
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GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS

In 1988, almost all (%6%) baccalaureate-granting four-yeas
colleges in the United States required ali undergraduate
degree candidates to take general education courses to
graduate (Appendix Table A-1). The requirement (o take
general education courses did not vary much among
different kinds of four-year colleges, ranging from 93
percent at doctoral schools to 98 percent at baccalaureate
schools. The kinds of courses students are required to take,
however, do vary by institutional type and control.

Presence of Requirements in Selected Academic
Areas

Humanities subjects. The most prevalent humanities
requirement is English composition: 88 percent of four-
year colleges with general education requirements mandate
English composition for students entering in 1988-89
(Appendix Table A-2 and Figure 1). History, which is
required in 62 percent f schools, is the second most
commonly required subject, followed by English or
American literature (55%). About half (54%) of four-year
colleges require incoming students to take courses from the
category identified in this survey 23 "other humanities fields,

including interdisciplinary humanities courses,”! and about
the same number have requirements in “unspecified
humanities courses, or a combination of humanities
cousses” (51%). About two out of five schools require
philosophy (38%), while one in four requires foreign
languages and literature \23%). The classics are the least
common humanities requirecment, mandated in only 5
percent of four-year institutions,

Private schools are more likely than public schools to
require foreign languages and literature, philosophy, and
"other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary
humanities courses” (Figurc 1). The remaining humanities
subjects are required in approximately equal proportions of
public and private colleges.

1'Othcr humanities” include hnguistics, archeology, rehgious studics,
jurisprudence, and the histo.y, cnticism, and thcory of the arte.
*Interdisciplinary humanitics courses” refer to those whose content is
primarily in the humanities, such as American studies.

Figure 1

Percent of Four-year Colleges and Universities with Requirements in
Selected Humanities Subjects for Students Entering in 1988-89,
by School Control
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Doct _-al schools requirc English or American literature,
history, philosophy, and "other humanities fields, including
interdisciplinary humanities courses” less frequently than
comprehen::’e or baccalaureate schools (Figure 2). In
addition, doctoral schools are more likely than
Yuccalaureate schools to require “unspecified humanities
cow - &, or a combination of humanities courses,” p~rhaps
indicating a greater use of "pool” requirements at dcctoral
schools. None of the differences between comprehensive
and baccalaureate institutions is statistically significant.

The percentage of colleges with requircments in various
humanities subjects increased slightly from 1983-84 to 1988-
89 (Appendix Tables A-2 and A-3). While the increases are
statistically significant in all humanities subjects except
English composition and classics, in each instance the size
of the increase is small. The largest increase -- 5 percen’ --
occurred in  "other humanities fields, including
interdisciplinary humanities courses."

Specific ares; of history. Few schools with general
education requirements in 1988 have requirements in

specific areas of history (Figure 3). Only 22 percent of four-
year colleges and universities mandate Western civiliz.tion,
the most frequently cited specific area of history, while 17
percent require American history. Another 17 percent
specified "other areas of history,” and 5 percent requirc non-
'Western civilization.

Private colleges, more often than public, require coursework
in Western civilization (Figure 3). Baccalaureate and
comprehensive schools are more likely than doctoral
schools to require Western civilization and "other areas of
history" (Figure 4). Proportionately more comprehensive
schools than either baccalaureate or doctoral schools
reg tire American history.

The only significant increase in "total” percentages fiom
1983-84 to 1988-89 was in non-Western civilization (rot
shown in the tabies). In 1983-84, 3.6 percent of colleges
required non-Western -ivilization; in 1988-89, the
percentage had increased to 5.1, still substantially lower
than those for any of the other arcas of history specificd in
the questionnaire.

Figure 2
Percent of Four-yeer Col ages end Unlvsrsities with Requirements
in Selected Humenities Subjects for Students Entering Iin 1988-89,
by School Type
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Figure 3

Percent of Four-year Colleges and Universities with Requirements in
Selected Areas of History for Students Entering In 1988-89,

by School Control
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Figure 4

Percent of Four-year Collages and Universities with Requirements In
Selected Areas of History for Students Entering in 1988-89,
by School Type
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Nonhumanities subjects. Social sciences are the inost
common nonhumanities requirement, mandated for
students cntering in 1988-89 by 80 percent of four-year
colleges with gencral education requirecments (Appendix
Table A-2 and Figure 5). The majority of four-year colleges
require courses in natural and physical sciences (67%),
*other arcas® (62%), and mathcmatics (59%). In addition,
about one in three schools requirc "mathematics and/or
science” (32%), indicating that schools requirc these
subjects individually more often than as a "pool.” (Schools
with pooled "mathematics and/or science” requu'cmcnts
may also have individual mathematics or science
requircments)  The least common nonhumanities
requircment is studio and performing arts, a subject arca
mandated by only 25 percent of four-year colleges.

"n.e category of studio and performing arts was intended to include only
requirements in studio and performance courses. Requiremeats in the
history, criticism, and theory of the arts were to be reported in the
category "other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanitics
courses.” Requirements that allowed students to choose cither a studio or
performance course or a history, criticism, and theory of the arts course
were to be reported in the “other” category, because the requirement
crossed the humanitics-nonhumanities boundary. However, based on
additional information that became available after data collection and
analysis were completed, it appears that some schools reported *fine arts”
requirements under studio and performing arts, regardless of the kinds of
arts courses that conld be used to fulfill this requirement.

Approximately equal proportions of public and private
institutions have requirements in these nonhumanities
subjects (Figure 5). Nonhumanities subjects are required by
similar proportions of baccalaurcate and comprehensive
colleges, but these institutions differ from doctoral colleges
on some subjects (Figure 6). Bacc.laurcate colleges are
more likely than doctoral schools to require studio and
performing arts, social sciences, and ‘“other areas.”
Comprehensive  schools  require  social  sciences,
mathematics, and natural and physical sciences more
frequently than doctoral schools.

The percentage of schools requiring courses in various
nonhumanities subjects increased from 1983-84 to 1988-89
(Appendix Tables A-2 and A-3). The increases are
somewhat larger than those for humanities subjects -- up to
12 percentage points in the case of mathematics. The
differences are statistically significant for all nonhumanities
subjects except studio and performing arts and
"mathematics and/or science."

Figure &
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Credit Hour Requirements®

On average, students seeking a baccalaurcate degree who
enter in 1988-89 must take a minimum of 52.1 semester
credit hours in gencral education out of a total of 125.8
credit hours required to graduate (Appendix Table A-4).
These general education credit hours represent 41 percent
of the total hours needed for graduation (Figure 7), up
slightly from 38 percent required for students entering in
1983-84.4

Humanities credit hours represent about half of the general
cducation hours and about one-fifth of the total hours
required for graduation for students entering in 1988-89
(Figure 7). On average, a minimum of 25.0 credit hours are

3All credit hour dat» -vere converted to semester credit hours. Deta from

schools on the , irter system were converted to semester hours by
multiplying the quarter hours by two-thirds.

“If specialized schools are exciuded from these calculations, these
numbers would be 46.9 hours in general education out of 125.0 hours for
graduation in 1988-89, and 43.8 hours in general education out of 124.9
hours for graduation in 1983-84. These general education hours
represent 38 percent of total hours in 1988-89, and 35 percent of totai
hours in 1983-84.

currently required in humanities subjects (Appendix Tab'e
A-4), slightly more than the 23.5 hours required in 1983- 84

Total credit hours required for graduation for 1988-89
entrants do not vary greatly by institutional type and control
(Appendix Table A-4). Substantia! variation by institutional
type and control does occur, however, in the credit hours
required in general education and specifically in humanities
for 1988-89 entrants (Appendix Table A-4). Private schools
require approximately 10 more credits than public schools
in both general education and humanities. Comprehensive
and baccalaureate colleges are similar to each other in their
requirements, and both require more hours in general
cducation and humanities than doctoral schools.

No significant changes occurred from 1983-84 to 1988-89 in
the total hours needed for graduation -- cither for all four-
year colleges and universities grouped together, or within
institutional control and type categories (Appendix Table A-
4). The picture is different, however, for hours required in
general education and humanities. All four-year colleges

5“. specialized schools are excluded from these calculations, these

numbers would be 22.7 hours required specifically in humanities tn 1988-
89, and 21.1 hours required specifically in humanities in 1983-84.

Figure 7
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and universities, except specialized schools, showed small
but statistically significant increases from 1983-84 to 1988-89
in the hours required in both general education and
humanities.

Humanities subjects. The average minimum credit hour
rt:quircmt:nts6 at four-year colleges is greatest for "other
humanities fields, including_interdisciplinary humanities
courses™ 6.2 credit hours’ are required for students
entering in 1988-89 (Appendix Table A-5 and Figure 8).
English composition, with 4.6 credit hours, is next highest,
followed closely by "unspecified humanities courses, or a
combination of humanities courses” (4.3 hours). History, at

Srhe credit hour requirements are based on all schools with general
education requirements, including those schools with zero credit hours
required in a particular subject. If zeros were removed from the
calculations, the credit hours required would be higher, especially in
those subject areas required by few schools.

7lf specialized schools are excluded from these calculations, this number
would be 4.2 credit hours. The hours required in public schools would
decrease from 2.1 to 1.7 credit hours. The hours required in private
schools would decrease from 8.4 to 5.7 credit hours. The differences are
due to credit hours in religious studics, and in the history, criticism, and
theory of the arts.

3.4 hours, trails these two subject areas by about 1 credit
hour.

English or American literature, foreign languages and
literature, and philosophy fall into the next cluster of
humanities requirements, with average credit hours ranging
from 2.4 to 1.8. The classics have the smallest average
requirement (0.2 hours).

Private colleges require more credit hours than public
colleges in foreign languages and literature, philosophy, and
"other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary
humanities courses” (Figure 8). Public schools, however,
require more credit hours than private schools in English
composition. In the remaining humanities subjects, public
and private institutions require about the same number of
credits.

Doctoral schools require fewer credit hours than either
comprehensive or baccalaureate schools in English or
American literature, history, philosophy, and “other
humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanities

Figure 8
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courses” (Figure 9). Comprehensive and baccalaureate
schools differ from cach other only on "other humanities
fields, including interdisciplinary humanities courses,” where
baccalaureate colleges require more credit hours than
comprehensive colleges. The number of required credit
hours in the remaining humanities subjects are about equal
in doctoral, comprehensive, and baccalaureate schools.

From 1983-84 to 1988-89, there were slight increases in
credit hour requirements for some of the humanities
subjects (Appendix Tabie A-5). For all four-year
institutions grouped together, increases were found for
forcign languages and literature, history, philosophy, and
"other humanities fields, including interdisciplinary
humanitics courses.”  Although these increases are
statistically significant, chey are very small, the largest being
0.3 credit hours.

Specific areas of history. The average minimum credit
hour requirements in specific areas of history are low,

ranging from 0.4 credit hours in non-Western civilization to
2.1 credit hours in Western civilization (Figure 10). Sincc
average requirements are based on all schools including
those with no requirements in a particular subject, these low
averages reflect the small percentage of schools that require
coursework in specific areas of history (Figure 3). If
averages are calculated only for schools that have a
requirement in the subject, tke required credit hours would
be substantially higher.

Public and private colleges vary in credit hour requirements
for specific areas cf history. Private schools require twice as
many credit hours in Western civiiization as public schools
(Figure 10), while public schools require twire as many
credit hours in American history as private schools.
American history requircments also differ by type of
college; doctoral and comprehensive schools require twice
as many credit hours as baccalaureate schools (Figure 11).
Changes from 1983-84 to 1988-89 in credit hours mandated
in all specific areas of history were not statistically
significant,

Figure §
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Figuvre 10

Average Minimum Credit Hour Requirements in Selected
Areas of History at Four-year Colleges and Universities for Students
Entering In 1988-89, by School Control
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Nonhumanities subjects. The average minimum credit
hour requircments for students entering in 1988-89 are
highest for social sciences (5.6 hours), followed closely by
"other areas,” with 5.3 hours required (Appendix Table A-5
and Figure 12). Next highest requircments are in the
natural and physical ssiences (4.5 hours) and studio and
performing arts (4.1 hours)® The lowest requirements are
in mathematics (2.5 hours), and "mathematics and/or
science” (2.2 hours).

The average required credit hours in nonhumanities
subjects do not vary greatly by institutional type and control.
More credit hours are required in public schocls than
private schools in natural and physical sciences (Figure 12).

8¢ specialized schools are excluded from these calculations, the number
for studio and performing arts would be 1.0 credit hours. The hours
required in public schools would decrease from 2.1 to 1.1 credit hours.
The hours required in private schools would decrease from 5.1 to 1.0
credit hours.

In studio and performing arts, baccalaureate schools have
higher requirements than doctoral schools (Figure 13); in
social sciences, the requirements in comprehensive schools
exceed those in doctoral schools. Average requirements in
the remaining nonhumanities subjects are similar in public
and private colleges, and in doctoral, comprehensive, and
baccalaureate colleges.

Slight increases occurred from 1983-84 to 1988-89 in the
number of credit hours required for some of the
nonhumanities subjects (Appendix Table A-5). The
increases were statistically significant for social sciences,
mathematics, and natural and physical sciences. However,
these increases 2 re small, the largest being 0.5 credit hours.

Figurs 12
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Figure 13

Average Minimum Credit Hour Requirements in Selected
Nonhumanities Subjects at Four-year Colleges and Universities
for Students Entering In 1988-88, by School Type
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Structure of General Education Requirements

Respondents were asked to indicate how their institutions’
gencral education requirements are currently structured,
and how they were stractured for students entering in 1983-
84 (sec survey question 3 in Appendix C). Most four-year
colleges (86%) require students entering in 1988-89 to fulfill
their general education requu-cmcnts by choosing from a
limited range of courses’ (Appcndxx Table A-6 and Figure
14). Three-fourths (77%) require students to take specified
departmental courses, and 46 percent require students to
take specified interdisciplinary or interdepartmental
courses. Only 13 percent of four-year schools allow
students to choose from a virtually unlimited range of
courses.

Baccalaurcate and comprehensive colleges are more likely
than doctoral colleges to require that students take specified
departmental courses and specified interdisciplinary or

SRespondents were asked 10 indicate all structures that applied 10 their
school's general education requircments. Since students can fulfill
requircments in different academic areas in different ways, the
percentages sum to more than 100 percent.

interdepartmental courses (Figure 15). These are the only
statistically significant differenccs among the various types
of colleges.

The percentages of schools that require specified
departmental courses, specified interdiscinlinary or
interdepartmental courses, and choice from a limited range
of courses have increased significantly from 1983-84 to
1988-89 (Apoendix Table A-6). In contrast, the percentage
of colleges that allow students to fulfill their general
education requirements by choosing from a virtually
unlimited range of courses has decreased significantly.

In about two-thirds (65%) of four-year colleges and
universities, students usually complete their general
education requirements in either the upper or lower division
(Appendix Table A-7 and Figure 16). In most of the
ren.aining institutions (33%), such coursework is generally
completed in the lower division. Students in public schools
are more likely than those in private schools to complete
their general education requirements in the lower division;
in contrast, students in private schools are more likely than
those in public schools to complete these course
requirements across all four years of college (i.e., in either
the upper or lower division).

Figure 14
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Figure 15

Percent of Four-year Colleges and Universities with Each Structure
of General Education Requirements for Students Entering
in 1988-89, by School Type
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Figure 16

Percent of Four-year Colleges and Universities In Which Students Usually Complete Their General Education
Requirements in Lower Division Only, Upper Division Only, or In Either Upper or Lower
Division for Students Entering Iin 1988-89, by School Characteristics
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Foreign language rcquirements.m Over three-quarters
(77%) of four-year colleges and universities do not have a
forcign language requircment for all undergraduates
entering in 1988-89 (Appendix Table A-8). Private schools
arc more likely to require foreign language instruction than
arc public schools. In colleges with a forcign language
requircment, the requircment is satisfied about half the
time by students reaching a specified language proficiency
level, and about 40 percent of the time by students
completing a specificd number of courses.

10“. a school had a foreign language requirement that applied to alt
students, respondents had the option of indicating more than one type
of foreign language requirement (see survey question 7 in Appendix C).
Thus, percentages sum to more than 100 percent.

Figure

Survey courses. Colleges were also asked whether their
general education requirements for 1988-89 entrants
stipulated survey courses in various humanities areas. A
survey course was defined as a course that is organized
chronologically and shows the connection of texts and
events through time. Slightly more than onc-third (37%) of
four-year schools require a survey course in history,
27 percent in literature, 23 percent in other humanities
subjects, and 20 percent in an interdisciplinary subject
whose content is primarily in the humanities (Appendix
Table A-9 and Figure 17).

Baccalaurcate colleges are more likely than doctoral
colleges to require survey courses in al! of the specified
areas (Figure 18), while comprehensive schools are more
likely than doctoral schools to require survey courses in
history and literature.

17
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Figure 18

Percent of FFour-year Colleges and Universities that Require a
Survey Course In Selected Academic Areas for Students Entering
in 1988-89, by School Type
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GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT TWO-YEAR SCHOOLS

In 1988 90 per-ent of associate degrec-granting two-year
schools in the United' States required all degree candidates
to take some gencral education courses to graduate
(Appendix Table A-1). Equal proportions of public and
privatc two-year schools had general education
requirements.

Presexe of Requirements in Selected Academic
Areas!!

Two-year schools that had general education requirements
in 1988 were asked to describe requirements in specific
academic areas for students entering in 1988-89. The most
common requirement is English composition, which is
required by 94 percent of two-year schools (Appendix Table
A-10 and Figure 19). About two-thirds of two-year colleges

"1\|k section, and the following section on credit hour requirements, are
based on those two-year schools that reported for two-year programs in
question 6. Some schools that HEGIS classified as two-year have some
four-year programs. Since question 6 instructed respondents to provide
responses for four-year programs if the institution offcred four-year
programs, a small number of two-year schools answered question 6 witr
regard to a four-year program. These schools have been dropped frr m
all analyses involving question 6, reducing the weighted numbe. of
respondents from 1,120 to 969. Analyses of all other items include ali
two-year schools with general education requirements.

mandate courses in the social sciences (68%) and
mathematics (64%). The next most prevalent requirements
are "other arcas” (57%), the natural and physical sciences
(55%), and ‘“unspecified humanities courses, or a
combination of humanities courses” (49%).

About one out of three schools requires "mathematics
and/or science” (36%), history (35%), and ‘“other
humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanities
courses” (34%). Slightly fewer (28%) require English or
American literature. The remainder of the academic areas
specified on the questionnaire are required by fewer than 10
percent of two-year colleges.

The percentage of schools with course requirements
increased from M83-84 to 1988-89 for some subject areas
(Appendix Table A-10), with mathematics exhibiting the
greatest percentage - icrease (10%). The changes are
statistically significant for "other humanities fields, including
interdisciplinary  humanities  courses,”  “unspecified
humanities courses, or a combination of humanities
covrses,” mathematics, natural and physical sciences, and
"other areas.”

Figure 19

Percent of Two-yeer Colleges with Requirements
in Selected Subjects for Students Entering in 1988-89

English Composition

English or Amerioan LRtetature
Foraign Languages and Literature
History

Philosophy

Classics

Other Humanities Fislds

Unspectied Combination of H Courses

Studio and Performing Arts
Social Sclences

Mathematios

Natural and Physical Sclenoe.

Mathematics and/or Science

Other Areas

30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Percent of Schools

Reference: Appendix Table A-10




Credit Hour Requirements

On average, students cntering two-year colleges in 1988-89
must take a minimum of 30.5 semester credit hours in
general cducation out of a total of 64.3 semester crednt
hours required to graduate (Appendix Table A- -11).12
These general education credit hours represent 47 percent
of the total hours needed for graduation, up slightly from 45
percent required for students entering in 1983-84.

Required hours in humanities represent 41 percent of the
general education hours and about one-fifth of the total
hours needed for graduation for students entering in 1988-
89 (Appendix Table A-11). In 1988-89, two-year schools
require an average of 12.6 credit hours in humanities
subjects, a slight increase from the 1983-84 requirements of
12.0 hours.

12l!om two-year and four-year colleges that offer associate degrees

to the items for credit hours required to graduate, in general

education, and specifically in humanities. The data for associate degree

programs in four-year schools are presented in Appendix Table A-11.

The requirements for an associate degree in four-year schools are
similar to the requirements in two-year schools.

Credit hours in selected academic areas. The average
minimum credit hour requirements for students entering
two-year schools in 1988-89 are highest for English
composition (4.7 hours), followed closely by social sciences
(43 hours). The next largest requirements are in "other
areas” (3.4 hours), natural and physical sciences (3.3 hours),
mathematics (2.8 hours), "unspecified humanities courses,
or a combination of humanities courses” (2.8 hours), and
"mathematics and/or science” (2.1 hours). Less than 2
credit hours, on average, are required in the remaining
subjact areas specified in the questionnaire (Appendix
Table A-12 and Figure 20).

Statistically significant increases occurred from 1983-84 to
1988-89 in credit hour requircments for English
composition, "other  humanities field:, including
interdisciplinary  humanities  courses,”  "unspevified
humanities courses, or a combination of humanities
courses,” mathematics, and natural and physical sciences
(Appendix Table A-12). However, like credit hour
increases in four-year schools, those in two-year schools are
very small -- 0.3 credit hours at most.

Figure 20
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Structure of General Education Requirements

Most two-year colleges (83%) require students entzring in
1988-89 to fulfill their gencral education requirements by
choosing from a limited range of courses, and 87 percent
require specified departmental courses (Appendix Table A-
13). About one-third (36%) of the schools require students
to take specified interdisciplinary or interdepartmental
courses. In contrast, only 13 percent of two-year colleges
allow students to choose from a virtually unlimited range of
courses. Changes from 1983-84 to 1988-89 in the
percentage of schools with the various structures of general
education requirements were not statistically significant.

Foreign language requirements. Almost all (97%) two-year
colleges reported no foreign language requirement for all
undergraduates entering in 1988-89 (Appendix Table A-14).
In the few schools that have a foreign language
requircment, the requirement is typically saticfied by
completing a specified number of courses or ty substituting
other courses.

Survey courses. Fecw two-year colleges require survey
courses in various humanities areas as part of their gencral
education requirements for students entering in 1988-69.
Only 25 percent of two-year schools require a survey course
in history, 21 percent in literature, 19 percert in other
humanities subjects, and 14 percent in an interdisciplinary
subject whose content is primarily in the humanities
(Appendix Table A-15).
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In 1988, almost all (96%) baccalaurcate-granting four-year
colleges in the United States had gensral education
requircments for all undergraduate degree candidates.
Students entering college in 1988-89 must take an average
of 52.1 semester crudit hours in general education, or 41
percent of the total credit hours nceded for graduation
(125.8). The average humanities requirement in four-year
schools is 25.0 credit hours, about half of the required
general education nours and about one-fifth of the total
hours.

One-half or more of the four-year colleges and universities
require coursework in the .ollowing subject arcas for
students entering in 1988-89: English composition (88%),
social sciences (80%), natural and physical sciences (67%),
history (62%), "other areas” (62%), mathematics (59%),
English or American literature (55%), "other humanities
fields, including interdisciplinary humanitics courses”
(54%), and ‘“unspecified humanities courses, or a
combination of humanities courses” (51%).

The percentage of colleges with requirements in various
humanities subjects increased slightly from 1983-84 to 1988-
89. While the increases are statistically significa.t in all
humanities subjects except English composition and classics,
in each instance the size of the increase is small (5 percent
or less). The increases in the percentage of schools
requiring courses in various nonhumanities subjects are
somewk.c larger -- up to 12 percentage points. The
differences are statistically siznificant for all nonhumanities
subjects except studio and performing arts ana
*mathematics and/or science.”

The average minunum credit hour requirements at four-
year colleges for students entering in 1988-89 are: “other
humanities fields, including interdisciplinary humanities
courses” (6.2), social sciences (5.6), "other areas” (5.3),

SUMMARY

English composition (4.6), natural and physical sciences
(4.5), "unspecified humanities courses, or a combination of
humanities courses” (4.3), studio and performing arts (4.1),
history (3.4), mathematics (2.5), English or American
literature (2.4), "mathematics and/or science” (2.2), foreign
languages and literature (2.0), philosophy (1.8), and classics
0.2).

In 1988, 90 percent of associate degree-granting two-year
schools in the United States required all undergraduate
degree candidates to take general education courses to
graduate. On average, a minimum of 30.5 semester credit
hours in general education are required out of a total of
64.3 credit hours needed to graduate for students entering
in 1988-89. These general education credit hours represent
47 percent of the total hours needed for graduation for
1988-89 entrants. On average, a minimum of 12.6 credit
hours are required in humanities subjects. These hours in
humanities represent 41 percent of the general education
hours, and about one-fifth of the total hours required for
graduation.

At least half of all two-year schools require coursework in
the following subject areas for 1988-89 entrants: English
composition (94%), social sciences (68%), mathematics
(64%), "other areas” (57%), and natural and physical
sciences (55%).

An average of two or more credit hours are required in the
following subject areas for 1988-89 entrants to two-year
colleges: English composition (4.7), social sciences (4.3),
"other areas" (3.4) natural and physical sciences (3.3),
"unspecified humanities courses, or a combination of
humanities courses” (2.8), mathematics (2.8), and
"mathematics and/or science” (2.1).
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Table A-1.-Number and percent of colleges and universities with general educaticn requirements in 1988, by school
characteristics

Numb- 1 of schoo:s Percent of schools with
School characteristic with ger eral education general education
requirements requirements

All schools 2,623
1 Two-year schools
Total 1,245 1,120 89.9
Control
Public 907 814 898
Private 338 306 90.3
Four-year schools
Total 1,562 1,504 96.3
Control
Public 535 509 95.1
Private 1,027 995 96.9
Type
Doctoral 164 152 92.6
Comprehensive..........ccceunsceununans 410 390 95.0
Baccalaureate 696 681 97.8
Specialized - 292 282 96.6

NOTE.-The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded

values.




Table A-2.—-Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements in selected academic areas for students entering in
1988-89, by academic area and school characteristics

Control Type
Academic area Total T
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

English composition

Number of SChools.........c.cevvveeneveesrereereenne 1,316 475 841 129 347 601 238

Percent of SChOOIs.........ccccrcereeneveconnnscnnnns 815 933 84.6 854 89.0 884 846
English or American literature

Number of schools...........cceevverervrrerens une 824 268 555 30 194 436 164

Percent of schoOls............cocvevvereerienns veverene 548 52.7 55.8 19.7 49.8 64.0 58.2
Foreign languages and literature

Number of SChools........c.curvennveevereercreenne 346 50 2%6 32 87 200 26

Percent of schools 230 9.8 29.8 214 224 294 93
History

Number of schools 940 291 648 44 253 488 155

Percent of schools.........ccovevns cevevrererenes 62.5 573 65.2 29.0 649 71.7 54.9
Philosophy

Number of schools.........c.cce. veeeervvisnrsersnns 566 91 475 14 137 284 131

Percent of schools.......veeceees coveveenns crvenins 377 18.0 47.7 93 35.1 41.7 40.7
Classics

Number of Schools.............coeveerervvveirerenenns 72 25 47 2 19 51 0

Percent Of schOOls............cocvveeneevens wrvrenens 4.8 49 4.7 13 49 7.4 0.0
Other humanities fields

Number of schools......cceeves vreveres wvvrsrenene 814 170 644 34 201 416 163

Percent Of SChOOIs...........cucvvvenns cerveereesns 54.1 333 64.7 224 51.6 61.1 57.7
Unspecified humanities courses or a
combination of humanities courses

Mumber of schools............. ceveeccisrseisernns 764 Z76 488 98 204 313 150

Percent of schools.......cceees v v, 50.8 542 49.1 64.4 52.2 459 53.2
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Table A-2.-Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements in selected academic areas for students entering in
1988-89, by academic area and school characteristics {cntinued)

Control Type
Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaurcatc Speaiaived

Studio and performing arts

Number of schools . 3 139 238 20 85 195 78

Percent of schools 25.1 273 239 130 217 28.6 277
Social sciences

Number of schools. 1,207 389 818 110 343 599 155

Percent of schools 80.2 76.4 82.2 72.4 8380 880 55.0
Mathematics

Number of schools. 883 331 552 70 264 426 123

Percent of sChools..........cooeueveinrceinss cunne. 58.7 65.0 55.5 460 676 62.6 437
Natural and physical sciences

Number of schools 1,002 360 641 86 286 485 145

Percent of schools 66.6 70.8 64.5 56.5 733 71.2 516
Mathematics and/or science

Number of schools. . 485 174 in 42 139 274 30

Percent of schools . 322 34.1 313 21.7 357 403 105
Other areas

Number of schools 939 294 645 78 236 465 161

Percent of schools 62.5 579 64.8 51.2 60.6 683 571

NOTE.-The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values
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Tabie A-3.-Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with requirements in sclected academic areas for students entering in

1983-84, by academic area and school characteristics

Control Type
Academic area Total
Public Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

English composition

Number of SChools..........ccoovvrveverrnerrennnnns 1,309 478 831 122 343 594 251

Percent of SChOOIS............coomveveremsresesesennns 87.2 94.2 83.6 80.1 88.4 87.2 89.1
English or American literature

Number of schools. . m 257 s21 28 192 399 158

Percent of schools .. 518 50.6 523 18.4 49.6 586 56.1
Foreign languages and literature

Number of Schools..........ccocvuerrerenrrernns 295 46 249 32 ) 165 26

Percent of schools. . 19.7 9.0 251 214 184 43 95
History

Number of schools..........cccoevves vovrrerrruanens 867 269 598 34 238 439 156

Percent of schools . 517 53.1 60.1 2.4 613 64.6 55.4
Pailosophy

Number of schools . S17 n 446 10 123 255 129

Percent of schools . 344 14.1 44.8 6.7 317 374 46.0
Classics

Number of schools. " 50 19 31 2 13 35 0

Percent of schools...........ccceves vuverans covunens 34 38 31 13 35 5.1 0.0
Other humanities fields

Number of SChools...........coevvevrerirerernnne 736 162 574 28 183 37 148

Percent of schools 49.0 31.9 51.7 184 473 55.4 52.5
Unspecified humanities courses or a
combination of humanities courses

Number of schools..............ccoveeruirrernrnenen. 702 252 450 86 192 287 137

Percent of schools 46.8 49.7 452 56.6 49.5 42.2 48.6




Table A-3~-Number and percent of four-year colleges and universities with requircments in selected academic areas for students entering in
1983-84, by academic area and school characteristics (continued)

Control Type
Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Studio and performing arts

Number of schools.............co.eceovmreneunnen. 336 14 212 8 79 1m 78

Percent of schools 24 244 214 5.2 204 25.1 27117
Social scienc.s

Number of schools. 1,100 375 726 9% 329 546 129

Percent of schools 13 740 729 632 84.8 80.3 459
Mathematics

Number of schools. 695 266 430 56 218 337 84

Percent of schools 463 52.4 422 370 56.3 49.5 298
Natural and physical sciences

Number of schools. 897 315 582 72 256 436 133

Percent of schools............cevrnverenrerienns 59.7 62.2 58.5 474 66 1 64.1 47.1
Mathematics and/or science

Number of schools 479 178 302 42 132 280 26

Percent of schools 319 35.1 303 277 340 41.2 9.2
Other areas

Number of schools. 842 2n 565 66 213 4722 142

Percent of schools 56.1 54.6 56.8 433 54.8 62.0 503

NOTE.~The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.
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Table A-4.-Average minimum number of credit hours required for graduation, in general education, and specifically in humanities n
baccalaureate programs at four-year colleges and universitics, by school characteristics

1 Control Type
Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized
Total required for graduation
1988-89.......covrrermmresmsssssssssssesseass serassans 1258 125.0 126.1 1231 125.0 125.5 1288
1983-84 . 1259 125.1 1263 123.0 125.0 1253 130.2
Change in hours..........coeeevererrssemsisnnes 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 * 0.2 -14
Pem"t Changc s L 1) L 1] L 1] L 1) L 1) L 1) [ 1]
Required in general education
1988-89 . 521 45.5 55.4 374 482 482 744
1983-84...... . 494 424 53.0 331 45.8 45.1 738
Change in hours.........occveeurevennssensnersonens 26 3.0 24 43 24 32 0.6
Percent change - 53% 1.0% 4.6% 13.1% 52% 11% e
Required specifically in humanities
1988-89 . 250 183 28.4 15.5 22 24.6 348
1983-84 . 235 17.0 26.8 142 210 227 338
Change in hours . 15 13 1.6 13 1.1 19 1.0
Percent change...........cooeunremremrrcrriinrenns 6.2% 1.4% 58% 92% 55% 82% .

*Less than + /- 0.05.

**Not reported because amount of change in hours is nonsignificant.

NOTE.~The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampiing variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values. Amount of change and percent change were
computed from unrounded data and t.cn rounded to the necarest tenth.
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Table A-5.—-Average minimum credit hour requirements at four-year colleges and universities, by academic area and school characteristics

Control Type
Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

English composition

1988-89........cooieee e e 46 5.1 44 43 49 4.7 4.2

1983-84....... 4.5 5.0 43 40 4.6 4.5 48

Change in hours 0.1 0.1 * 03 0.2 02 -0.5

Percent change.........ccovevvevnss v, i hhd b 86% 49% 3.6% -110%
English or American literature

1988-89.... 24 24 24 0.9 25 26 26

1983-84........eeeeesc e iasssiaes e 23 23 23 0.8 25 24 25

Change in hours 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 . 02 0.1

Percent change..............cooeemncnrisnecnnanenns * 4.4% b * * * 24%
Foreign languages and literature

1988-89 ...t st e 2.0 0.6 2.7 21 1.6 24 1.8

1983-84...... 1.8 0.6 24 23 15 19 18

Change in hours 02 * 03 -0.2 0.1 04 *

Percent change.. 114% b 13.0% . * 28% -08%
History

1988-89...... 34 29 37 17 35 37 34

1983-84...... 32 26 35 12 33 34 35

Change in hours..........ccoecvverrereerrnnnnns 02 02 0.2 0.5 0.2 03 01

Percent change 63% hd " 378% 72% hd -3.9%
Philosophy

1988-89.......ree et s ssnnians 1.8 05 24 04 16 17 28

1983-84...... 1.6 0.4 22 04 16 15 25

Change in hours 02 0.1 0.2 0.1 * 02 03

Percent change.........cooeves + ceee ceverens . 9.7% 292% . 212% " b 112%
Classics

1988-89.......recee et ssrenssns 0.2 02 03 . 02 04 00

1983-84..... s 0.1 0.1 01 * 0.1 02 00

Change in hours.........c..ceeevevvrcemmerrrrsnnns e 0.1 * 0.2 0.0 * 02 0.0

s e L b Ll Ll e Ll

Percent change............ovcrveevecvverrerinsennans




Table A-5.-Aversge minimum credit hour requirements at four-year colleges and universities, by academic arca and school characteristics

A-10

(continued)
Control Type
Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Other humanities ficlds

1988-89 62 21 84 13 3.5 52 15.0

1983-84 59 18 80 1.1 33 50 142

Change in hours 03 02 0.4 0.2 02 0.2 08

Percent change 56% b e o 71% b 58%
Unspecified humanities courses or a
combination of humanities courses

1988-89 43 46 42 49 45 38 5.1

19683-84 4.1 42 40 4.5 42 36 46

Change in hours 03 0.4 0.2 03 0.3 0.2 0.5

Percent change oo 104 % oo b oo b 10.7%
Studio and performing arts

1988-89 4.1 21 5.1 0.5 1.0 12 173

1983-84 42 19 54 0.2 09 1.0 186

Change in hours 0.1 02 03 03 0.! 0.1 -13

Percent change oo 96% b 188.0% o o -11%
Social scierces

1988-89 5.6 6.1 53 51 6.8 57 38

1983-84 52 58 49 47 6.6 53 34

Change in hours 04 03 04 04 0.2 0.5 04

Percent change 713% 50% 8.7% 8.1% . 8.7% 122%
Mathematics

1988-89 25 27 24 22 28 23 28

1983-84 20 23 19 17 24 18 20

Change in hours 0.5 04 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 038

Percent change 1% 187% 214% 279% 159% 232% 378%
Natural and physical sciences

1988-89 45 54 4.0 44 5.1 45 37

1983-84 4.1 47 37 37 4.7 41 34

Change in hours 04 0.6 03 0.7 04 0.4 03

Percent change 103% 13.6% 82% 192% 9.0% 9.6% 99%
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Table A-5.—Average minimum credit hour requirements at four-year colleges and universities, by academic area and school characteristics
(continued)

Control Type

Academic area Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Mathematics and/or science

198889 ...t

1983-B4.......oooors s 23 24 22 20 26 29 0.5
Change in hours 0.1 0.1 . 0.1 0.1 0.1 .
Percent change............c. cooecovennnencenceneannens

O —— 51 5.5 5.7 1 . .
1983-84......o s e anees ennse e 50 45 53 4.7 44 50 6.2
Change in credit hours..............oeenerrncenn. 03 06 ¢l 10 0.6 ¢ 03
Percent change . .. 140% .. 21.5% 13.6% . 48%

*Less than + /- 0.05.

**Not reported because amount of change in hours is nonsignificant.

NOTE.~The estimates in this report arc based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estirates rather than the rounded values. Amount of change and percent change were
computed from unrounded data and then rounded to the nearest tenth.
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Table A-6.~Percent of four-year colleges and universities with each structure of general education requirements for students entering in
1988-89 and 1983-84, by school characteristics

Control Type
Structure of general T
education requirements otal . . L
Puban. l Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Specificd departmental courses

1988-89......covrrrrnrrcrsenrirsssscimns 7.1 834 739 616 839 78.7 72.3

1983-84....vmninriries s . 729 770 70.8 538 7.1 72. 76.8
Specified interdisciplinary or
interdepartmental courses

1988-89 46.2 356 516 19.8 39.6 45.2 722

1983-84 39.9 284 458 11.9 33.5 40.3 62.8
Limited range of courses

1988-89 859 86.6 85.6 80n.2 90 4 84.6 86.1

1983-84 76.9 78.7 76.0 64.6 84.0 74.6 3
Virtually unlimited range
of coursis

1988-89......comrrimrmnsisssrisssssssmssssssscssssans 129 122 13.2 18.5 85 14.2 123

1983-84 19.1 19.7 187 315 153 203 146

NOTE.-—-Respondents were asked to indicate all structures that applied to their school’s general education requirements. Thus, columns sum
to more than 100 percent for each year.

The estimates in this report are bascd on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, the;7 have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.




Table A-7.—-Percent of four-year colleges and universities in which students usually complete their gencral education requirements in lower
dwvision only, upper dwvision only, or in either upper or lowe: division for students entering in 1988-89 and 1983-84, by school
characteristics

Control Type

Division
Public Private Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Lower division only

1988-89
1983-84

Upper division only

1988-89
1983-84....

Either upper or lower

653 520 2.1 68.7 61.9 58.0 86.1
638 530 69.3 68.7 60.1 56.6 83.8

NOTE.~The estimates in this rcport are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subjet to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.




Table A-8.~Percent of four-year colleges and universities with various kinds of foreign language requirements fer students entering in 1988-89,

by school characteristics
Control Type
Foreign language requirement Total
Public | Private | Doctoral | Comprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Foreign language study is not required...... 76.5 88.8 702 71.2 T2 70.1 9.7

Specified number of courses required........ c5 52 11.7 148 112 109 0.7

Language proficiency examination must

be passed 29 20 34 54 26 37 0.0

Specified language proficiency level

must be reached 127 20 182 134 9.2 162 86

Computer courses may be substituted........ 0.1 0.0 02 14 0.0 00 0.0

Other courses may be substituted............... 40 30 45 26 29 6.6 0.0
. Other foreign language requirements........ 0.9 27 00 0.0 20 09 0.0

NOTE.~If a school had a foreign language requirement that applied to all students, then respondents could indicate all of the kinds of
requirements at the school. Thus, columns do nct sum to 100 percent.

The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded values.
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Table A-9.—Percent of four-year colleges and universities that require a survey course in sclected academic areas for students entering in

1988-89, by school characteristics

Control

Type

Private

Cornprehensive Baccalaureate Specialized

Other humanities subjects

An interdisciplinary subject whose
content is primarily in the humanities . 134 2.6

93 18.5 243 184

NOTE.~The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates. Because these
estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages
have been calculated based on the actua! estimates racher than the rounded values.




Table A-10.—-Number and percent of two-year colleges with requirements for an associate degree in selccted academic areas
for students entering in 1988-89 and 1983-84, by academic area
Academic area 1988-89 1983-84

English composition

Number of SChOOIS...........ocoveremrreisssscrnscscrsnsnes ceiseanns 907 893

Percent of schools... .. .. . 93.6 922
English or American literature

Number 6f 5chiooI5....ocvcovevevevee s erssesrcsss s sessrnns 71 258

Percent of SChOOLS ............ccvvvreevesricersrnrs s ceinas s 280 26.7
Foreign languages and literature

Number of SchOOIS..........ocoourevemreeneee e 39 39

Percent of schools................... . 4.0 4.0
History

Number of schools................... 335 326

Percent of schools................... 34.6 336
Philosophy

Number of schools...........ccecrvrrrnns 72 63

Percent of SChools..........oorevenriccrnnen v 74 6.5
Classics

Number of schoc 6 0

Percent of schools 0.6 -
Other humanities fields

Number of SChOOIS..............ocvirivics cees e eies eercsseserinaes 326 275

Percent of schools dresersr s s as s sersens 3136 284
Unspecified humanities courses or a
combination of humanities courses

NUmMber of SChOOIS............coierriiiesiricnnss ccsierineesmsessnns 47 406

Percent of schools 48.6 419
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Table A-10.-Number and percent of two-year colleges with requirements for an associate degree in selected academic areas
for students entering in 1983-85 and 1983-84, by academic area (continued)

Academic area 1988-89 1983-84

Studio and performing arts

Number of schools - S1 13

Percent of SChOOIS .......cc.ceevveeneevereresriens cerasins susnsrsnsesnns 53 1.3
Social sciences

Number of schools 663 610

Percent of schools vereessrse et e ran e 68.5 63.0
Mathematics

Number of SChOOIS........ccoceererreessere st sessaes 623 528

Percent of schools 643 545 .
Natural and physical sciences

Number of schools...........ococevvrveer crerersisresisennn, 537 482

Percent of SChoOIS...........ccocvevrenmenseecennnne 55.5 49.8
Mathematics and/or science

Number of schools 351 327

Percent of schools 36.3 338
Other areas

Number of schools....... 554 499

Percent of schools..........cccoveevnrerveenesnnsenens 572 51.5

NOTE.~The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for prescntation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based cn the actual estimates rather than the rounded
values.
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Table A-11.-Average minimum number of credit hours required for graduation, in general education, and specifically in
humanities in associate degree programs at two-vear and four-year colleges

Requirements Two-year colleges Four-year colleges

Toual required for graduation

1985849 64.3 62.8

1983-84 64.4 628

Change in hours 0.1 0.1

Percent change b i
Required in general education

1988-89 305 280

1983-84. 288 26.1

Change in hours 1.7 1.8

Percent change 6.0% 6.7%
Required specifically in humanities

198889 12.6 13.1

1983-84 120 11.7

Change in hours 0.6 13

Percent change 4.7% 10.7%

**Not reported because amount of change in hours is nonsignificant.

NOTE.~The estimates in this report arc based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded
values. Amount of change and percent change were computed from unrounded data and then rounded to the

nearest tenth.
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Table A-12.—-Average minimum credit hour requirements for an associate degree at two-year colleges, by academic area

Credit hours Change Percent
Academic area required in credit change in
hours credit hours
1988-89 1983-84 required required

English composition.............ccocenreere 47 45 0.2 4.2%
English or American literature............. 11 1.1 * e
Foreign languages and literature ......... 02 02 0.0 »e
History 1.8 18 * b
Philosophy 03 03 * b
L0151 1 * 0.0 * e
Other humanities fields..............oocoun.... 1.8 15 3 16.9%
Unspecified humanities courses

or a combination of humanities

courses 28 25 03 11.2%
Studio and performing arts.................... e.2 0.1 0.1 e
Social sciences. 43 41 0.2 e
Mathematics... 28 25 03 12.1%
Natural and physical sciences................ 33 31 0.2 8.1%
Mathematics and/or science................ 21 19 0.1 b
Other areas. 34 32 0.2 e

*Less than + /- 0.05.

**Not reported because amount of change in hours is nonsignificant.

NOTE.~The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national
estimates.  Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for
presentation in the text and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual
estimates rather than the rounded values. Amount of change and percent change were computed
from unrounded data and then rounded to the nearest tenth.
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Table A-13.--Percent of two-year colleges with various structures of general education requirements for students entering in

1988-89 and 1983-84
Structure of general education requirements 1988-89 1983-84
Specified departmental COUTSES...........uunun. crrmereremmsnns sesenens 86.9 81.5
Specified interdisciplinary or interdepartmental courses... 36.0 342
Limited range of courses..... . SR &6 784
Virtually unlimited range of courses........ccourveicnererssn 134 134

NOTE.-Respondents were asked to indicate all structures that applied to their school’s general education requirements.

Thus, columns sum to more than 100 percent.

The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded

values.
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Table A-14.~Percent of two-year colleges with various kinds of foreign language requirements for students entering in

1988-89

Foreign language requirement Percent
Foreign language study is not required . 913
Specified number of courses required...... 18
Language proficiency examination must be passed...... ...cvevevreennecs 00
Specified language proficiency level must be reached...........ocoveenee.. 0.0
Computer courses may be subStituted........comv..evverevererrssereeaesrens cooeeeone 0.0
Other courses may be substituted................... 10
Other foreign language requircment 0.0

NOTE.-If a school had a foreign language requirement that applied to all students, then respondents could indicate all of
the kinds of requirements at the school. Thus, columns do not sum to 100 percent.

The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded
values.




Table A-15.—Percent of two-year cuiicges that require a survey course in selected academic areas for students eniering in

1988-89
Academic area Percent
History 25.2
Literature.......ccoceonc..e. 211
Other humanities SUDJECES........c.crecueriemeceeece e s 18.5

An interdisciplinary subject whose content is primarily
in the humanities 14.2

NOTE.—The estimates in this report are based on sample data that have been weighted to produce national estimates.
Because these estimates are subject to sampling variability, they have been rounded for presentation in the text
and tables. Percents and averages have been calculated based on the actual estimates rather than the rounded
values.
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Table A-16.-Standard errors for statistics

Control Type
Total
Item (4-year) | Public Private | 1y v oral Comprehensive | Baccalaureate Specialized Two-
(4-year) | (4-year) (4-year) year
Percent of all schools
with requirements - 1988-89
English compeosition......... 2.1 25 3.0 31 32 29 9.5 22
English or American
literature....................... 33 42 43 3.0 54 43 123 4.1
Foreign languages
and literature.............. 29 21 4.2 33 40 4.1 8.6 1.6
HiStOrY......cocomeeeractnerimrrarean 35 33 4.6 35 49 42 139 5.3
Philosophy...........ccoocuuenrnne 34 36 44 22 38 47 10.5 24
Classics........ccoercvnnensrones 1.5 23 20 0.9 20 28 - 0.6
Other humanities fields... 38 48 44 3.6 47 36 124 43
Unspecified humanities
courses Or a combina-
tion of humanities
COUTSES.......coenrmamarensess 19 40 37 4.1 47 4.1 12.1 50
Studio and performing
L] 3 ¢ N 3.0 45 4.1 2.7 39 44 8.1 22
Social sciences.................. 25 37 3.7 38 28 31 11.8 44
Mathematics.................. 3.5 32 4.6 4.0 45 46 13.1 38
Natural and physical
SCIENCES........ccoonecmaraerens 31 32 4.6 38 44 43 12.5 49
Mathematics and/or
BCIENCE ....cconumnnmreririaras 24 37 33 34 43 42 59 36
3.7 42 5.1 35 47 35 124 44
Average minimum credit
hours required - 1988-89
English composition......... 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 05 0.2
English or American
literature...........ccooncen.. 0.2 0.2 €2 0.2 03 03 0.7 0.2
Foreign languages and
03 0.1 0.5 03 03 04 1.7 0.1
03 0.2 04 0.2 04 J3 09 03
02 0.1 03 0.1 02 03 08 0.1
0.1 0.1 0.2 * 01 02 - *
Other humanities fields... 14 04 2.1 03 04 0.5 15 03
Unspecified humanities
courses or a combina-
tion of humanities
03 0.6 04 04 0.6 05 13 03
1.1 0.6 1.7 0.1 02 02 6.3 0.1
02 03 03 03 04 03 1.0 04
0.2 0.2 03 0.2 02 02 10 0.3
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Table A-16.—Standard errors for statistics (continued)

Coatrol Type
Total "
Ttem (4-year) | Public Private Doctoral | Comprehensive | Baccalaureate Specialized Two-
(4-year) | (4-year) (4-year) year
Natural and physical
SCIENCES.......oovracraenns 03 03 03 03 03 03 0.9 04
Mathemaztics and/or
SCIENCE ........ccovrenrnnnens 0.2 03 02 03 03 0.3 03 0.2
Other areas...................... 06 0.6 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.4 25 04
Average minimum credit
hours required for
graduation - 1988-89............. 0.5 03 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.5 23 0.7
Average minimum credit
’ hours required in general
education - 1988-89............... 20 12 3.0 1.2 1.1 14 9.2 1.5
Average minimum credit
hours required specifically
in humanities - 1988-89........ 16 0.7 24 0.7 1.0 12 82 0.8
*Less than 0.05.
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APPENDIX B

Technical Notes




Higher Education Surveys (HES)

The Higher Education Surveys (HES) system was
established to conduct brief surveys of higher education
institutions on topics of interest to Federal policy makers
and the education community. The system is sponsored by
the National Science Foundation, the U.S. Department of
Education, and the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

HES questionnaires typically request a limited amount of
readily accessible data from a subsample of institutions in
the HES panel, which is a nationally representative sample
of 1,093 colleges and universities in the United States. Each
institution in the panel has identified a HES campus
represcntative, who serves as survey coordinator. The
campus represcntative facilitates data collection by
identifying the appropriate respondent for each survey and
distributing the questionnaire to that person.

Survey Methodoiogy, General Education and
Humanities Requirements Survey

This mail survey on general education and humaniiies
requirements was conducted at the request of the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). The information
was collected to provide reliable national estimates of
general education and humanities requirements for
undergraduates and to assess changes in requirements from
1983-84 to 1988-89.

The sample for this survey consisted of half of the HES
pancl. The questionnaire and cover letter were mailed to
institutions on April 8, 1988. During data collection, 42 of
these schools were found to be out of scope: 30 had
graduate programs only, 2 schools were permanently closed,
1 school hrad merged with another institution in the panel, 3
schools granted only external degrees, and 6 schools did not
offer or award associate or baccalaureate degrees. This
resulted in a usable sample size of 504 institutions.
Followup was conducted by telephone from late April to
carly June. Toward the end of data collection, responses
were collected by telephone as the respondents completed
the questionnaires. Data were adjusted for questionnaire
nonresponse and weighted to national totals.

An overall response rate of 98 percent was obtained from
the 504 ecligible institutions. The response rate among
public and private institutions was similar (98 percent and
99 percent, respectively). The response rate by type of

institution also did not vary much, ranging from 97 percent
among specialized and two-year schools to 100 percent
among doctoral and baccalaureate schools.

Reliability of Survey Estimates

The findings presented in this report are estimates based on
the sample from the I S panel and, conscquently, are
subject to sampling variability. If the questionnairc had
been seant to a different sample, the responses would not
have been identical; some figures might have been higher,
while others might have been lower. The standard error is a
measure of the variability due to sampling when estimating
a statistic. It indicates how much variability there is in the
population of possible estimates of a parameter for a given
sample size. Standard errors can be used as a measure of
the precision expected from a particular sample. If all
possible samples were surveyed under similar conditions,
intervals of 1.96 standard errors below to 1.96 standard
errors above a particular statistic would include the true
population parameter being estimated in about 95 percent
of the samples. This is a 95 percent confidence interval.
For example, the estimated percentage of schools with
requirements in English composition for all four-year
schools in 1988-89 is 87.5 percent and the estimated
standard error is 2.1. The 95 percent confidence interval for
this statistic extends from 87.5 - (2.1 times 1.96) to 87.5 +
(2.1 times 1.96), or from 83.4 to 91.6 percent. This means
one can be 95 percent confident that this interval contains
the true population value. Estimates of standard errors for
the estimates were computed using a replication technique
known as jackknife replication. Some key statistics and
their estimated standard errors are -hown in Appendix
Table A-16.

School Type Relationships

The data in this report are presented as "total” figures,
which represent all kinds of four-year or tvio-year schools
grouped together, and for four-year schools are also broken
down by school control and school "type."  These
classifications are:

L] School control

- Public

- Private




School type (based on the U.S. Department of
Education’s HEGIS classifications)

- Doctoral-granting: schools characterized by a
significant level and breadth of activity in and
commitment to doctoral-level education as
measured by the number of doctorate
recipients and the diversity in doctoral-level
program offerings.

- Comprehensive: schools characterized by
diverse postbaccalaureate programs (includ-
ing first-professional) but which do not
engage in significant doctoral-level education.

- Baccalaureate: schouls characterized by their
primary emphasis on general undergraduate,
baccalaurcate-level education, and which are
not significantly engaged in postbaccalaureate
education.

- Specialized:  baccalaureate  or  post-
baccalaureate schools characterized by a
programmatic emphasis in one area (plus
closcly related specialties); programmatic
emphasis is measured by the percentage of
degrees granted in the program area.
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- Two-year: schools that confer at least 75
percent of their degrees and awards for work
below the bachelor’s level.

As can be seen in Figures A-1 and A-2, and in Appendix
Table A-1, these school characteristics are related to each
other:

. Among doctoral schools, 66 percent are public.

. Among comprehensive schools, 61 percent are
public.

. Among baccalaureate schools, 84 percent are
private.

. Among specialized schools, 77 percent arc private.

. Among two-year schools, 73 percent are public.

. Among four-year public schools, 46 percent are
comprehensive.

. Among four-year private schools, 57 percent are
baccalaureate.
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APPENDIX C
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NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20308

THE CHAIRMAN

April 8, 1988

Dear Colleague:

On behsalf of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), I request your
participation in our Higher Education Survey on General Education and Humanities
Requirements. In recent discussions I have had with academic officials across the country, many
have described a renewed sense of purpose on their campuses. One aspect of this new focus on
institutional mission, I am told, is a reexamination of course requirements, of the minimum that
is expected of the students who enroll in their institutions. I am interested in how this new
emphasis translates into actual general education requirements for all students and what role the
humanities play in these requirements. Have general education requirements changed
significantly over the last five years in the wake of the many calls for reform? Do the
humanities figure prominently in the new (or existing) requirements?

The answers to these questions will assist the Endowment in shaping its programs and
policies in the coming years. Your response will be helpful in preparing our Congressionally-
mandated report on the state of the humanities that is due this fall. I would be very grateful if
you would take a few minutes to complete the attached questionnaire and return it to the
appropriate representative of the H.gher Education Surveys.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
e
’/<')|,,\ . ( C bLLy\‘;/
Lynne V. Cheney
Chairman

National Endowment for the Humanities

T~
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GENERAL EDUCATION AND

ducatioh  HUMANITIES REQUIREMENTS

urveys

Definition: For the purposes of this questionnaire, "general education” is defined as that part of the curriculum
that all undergraduates are required to take, regardless of major, in order to graduate. Often referred to as the
"breadth” component of the curriculum, general education is distinct from the "depth” major, and from free
electives. Some institutions require students to take a specific set or "core” of general education courses. Other
institutions adopt a distribution scheme whereby students can select from groups of courses to complete the
general education requirements.

“{umanities includes modern and classical languages; linguistics; English; literature; history; American studies;
philosophy; archacology; religious studies; jurisprudence, and the history, criticism, and theory of the arts.

1. Does your institution have an undergraduate program? [ Yes ™ No

2. Are there any course requirements that all undergraduate degree
candidates must meet regardless of major? O Yes O No

If you answered "NO" to either question 1 or 2, please complete only the
respondent information section at the end of the questionnaire.

3. Please indicate which of the following conditions describe your current general education requirements
(i.e., general education requirements in effect for students entering in the 1988-89 academic year), and
whether they were in effect for students who entered in the 1983-84 academic year. (Check all tat apply.)

1988-89 1983-84
requirements  rcquirements
Yes No Yes No
a. Student must take one or more specificd departmental
courses, €.g., "History 101" or "Math 125." O O O O
b.  Students must take one or more specified interdisciplinary
or interdepartmental courses. O O O O
c Students must choose from a limited range of courses to
fulfill area requirements. O O O O
d Students may choose from a virtuall - unlimited range
of courses to fulfill area requirements. O O O Od
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Please indicate the years in which students usvally complete the general education requirements.
(Check appropriate box for gach academic year.)

Students Students who

entering in entered in
1988-89 1983-84
Lower division only O O
Upper division only O O
Either upper or lower division O O

Indicate the minimum number of credit hours required in humanities, in general education, and the gotgl
number of hours required for graduation from the four-year baccalaureate and two-year associate
programs. If there are no credit Lour requirements specifically in humanities, please enter zero (0).
DO NOT LEAVE THE LINE BLANK.

Students Students wko

entering in entered in
a. Four-year baccalaureate program 1988-89 1983-84
(check here ] if not applicable)
Total required for graduation: hours hours
Required in general education: hours hours
Required specifically in humanities
(part of general education requirements): hours hours
b. Two-year associate program
(check here [] if not applicable)
Total required for graduation: hours hours
Required in general education: hours hours
Required specifically in humanities
(part of general education requirements): hours hours
c. Indicate whether these totals are based on a quarter or semester
system. (Check appropriate box for gach academic year.)
1988-89 1983-84
Quarter. O O
Semester O O
Other (specify): O O
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The following questions should be answered for four-year programs if your institution offers a four-year
program. If your institution offers only a two-year program, check here [] and provide responses for the two-
year program.

6. For each of the following academic areas, indicate the minimum rumber of credit hours (either quarter
or semester) required of all degree candidates entering in 1988-89 and in 1983-84. If there are no credit
hour requirements in an academic area, please enter zero (0). DO NOT LEAVE ANY LINES BLANK.

Credit hour requirements

Students Students who
entering in entered in
The humanities: 1988-89 1983-84
English composition .
. English or American literature..
Foreign languages and literature
History .
If your institution has credit hour requirements in
specific areas of history, please indicate them here. If
there are no such requirements, enter zero (0).

1088-30  1983-84

an o

i

Western civilization
Non-Western civilization
American history

All other areas of history

NOTE: The credit hours indicated in specific areas of history should equal the
total credit hours in history (item d above).

Philosophy
Classics .
Other humanities fields, including

interdisciplinary humanities courses® .............ccerervrnn....
Unspecified humanities courses, or a combination

of humanities Courses..............cocveemeveeeeremccrrerrcsenereesns

B omre

]
an

NOTE: The sum of the credit hour requirements in humanities for each year s.aould equal the
numbser of credit hours required in humanities indicated in question 5.

Other fields:

i Studio and performing arts............cccccorrreerovsrreirennecserns
i S0CIAl SCIENCES .......orvereererierrerressesssne e esssesesesssessssenssenes
k. Mathematics .

L Natural and physical sciences
m.  Mathematics and/or science............ccccoorreeeererrrnnrresrerinens
n. Other, please specify

*"Other humanities® include linguistics, archeology, religious studies, jurisprudence, and the history,
criticism, and theory of the arts. “Interdisciplinary humanities courses” refer to those whose content is
primarily in the humanities, such as American studies.
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7. Which of the following best describe your institution’s foreign language graduation requirement for ali
undergraduates entering in 1988-89? (Check all that apply)

There are no foreign language requirements of any kind.
A specified number of courses or hours are required.

A language proficiency examination must be passed.

A specified language proficiency level must be reached (e.g., students must complete courses
through Introduction to French Literature)

Computer courses may be substituted for foreign language courses.
Other courses may be substituted for foreign language courses (specify):

Other foreign language requirement (specify):

8. Do your general education requircments for students entering in 1988-89 stipulate that a student must
take a survey course in the following arcas? (A survey course is a course that is organized
chronologically and shows the connection of texts and events through time.)

000 0ooa

Yes No
History 0 g
Literature O O
Other humanities subject(s) a a
An interdisciplinary subject whose content is
primarily in the BUMAMILES ............cocvcuueeeeeee s citisas s ceas ressassssssssesssssrssasss O 0O

Thank you for your assistance. Please
return this form by May 4 to:

Higher Education Surveys Person completing form:
WESTAT
1650 Research Boulevard Name:

Rockville, MD 20850
Title:

Telephone:

Please keep a copy of this survey for your records.

If you have any questions or problems concerning this survey, please call Lauric Lewis or Elizabeth Farris at
(800) 937-2281 (toll-free).




