DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 303 219 JC 890 076
AUTHOR Kangas, Jon; Landers, Joanne
TITLE Prerequisites and Success in Histcry Courses in the

San Jose/Evergreen Community College District.
Institutional Research Report Number 74.

INSTITUTION San Jose/Evergreen Community Coll. District, San
Jose, CA.

PUB DATE 22 Jan 89

NOTE 53p.

PUB TYPE Reports — Research/Technical (143)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS xAcademic Achievement; Academic Standards; =*Basic

Skills; Community Colleges; =*Grades (Scholastic);
*History Instruction; Minimum Competencies;
*Prerequisites; Reading Skills; Student Placement;
Two Year Colleges; *Two Year College Students;
Writing Skills

ABSTRACT

In 1983, the San Jose/Evergreen Community College
District Board of Trustees asked that all courses be given
appropriate levels of reading, writing, and math vrerequisites.
Minimum competencies (generally 9th grade English reading and writing
skills) were assigned to almost all district courses. A study was
conducted to determine the degree to which reading and writing skill
prerequisites were related to success in history courses, and the
degree to which success was related to satisfying these prerequisites
by coursework compared to placement testing. The history program was
chosen because it contained courses required for graduation, because
students in history have traditionally received a broad range of
grades, and because history instructors thought that 9th grade
reading and writing skills were not sufficient to gerform adequately
in history classes. Study findings, based on the grades of all 1,632
students enrollzd in history courses in fall 1987, included the
following: (1) the higher the prerequisite level, the greater the
student's chance of receiving an A, B, or C grade; (2) students who
completed Freshman Composition had a 49% chance of earning an A or 8
grade in their history courses; and (3) students who entered history
courses having fulfilled prerequisites through coursework were more
apt to succeed than those who met prerequisites taking placement
tests. (AJL)

AR AR R R R R R R R AR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R E R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R KRR KRR RRRRRR KK

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* from the original document. *
KRR KK R R R R R R AR KK AR AR KRR AR R R AR R R R A AR AR KR AR AR AR R AR R AR AR AR AR RRRRRRRRAR




ED303219

PREREQUISITES AND SUCCESS IN HISTORY COURSES
IN THE SAN JOSE/EVERGREEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

by

Jon Kangas and Joanne Landers

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUGE THIS Ottce o1 Eqoe o EOUCATION
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER(ERIC)

J. A. Kangas

les document has been reproduced as
tecewed from the person or organization
onginaung it

© Minor changes have been mace to improve
reproduction quality

Pon !
TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ® ment 9o not necessanty remesent ortom
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).” OER! posinon o saney

Institutional Research Report #74
~— January 22, 1989

%9
ks 2 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
M 2




Abstract

Prerequisites and Success in History Courses in the San Jose/Evergreen Community College District

by Jon Kangas and Joanne Laldefs

In January 1983, the San Jose/Evergreen Community College District Board of Trustees asked that all courses be given
appropriate levels of reading, writing, and math prerequisites. The current research was conducted to determine the
degree to which reading and writing skills prerequisites related to success in History courses at both Evergreen Valley
College and San Jose City College and the degree to which success was related to satisfying these prerequisites by
coursework compared to entering History by scoring high enough on the district's placement test.

i
January 22, 1989

The findings were as follows for all students in History courses (N = 1632):

i The higber the prerequisite level, the greater the student's chance of success {defined as an A, B, C grade]j.
To ensure that students would have greater than a 50% chance of succeeding in History courses would require a
& Level 2 prerequisite.

Level Definition N % Successful
4  Compietion of Freshman Comp. (1A) 533 1%
3 Completion of 1 Level Gelow 12 570 62%
2 Completion of 9.9th grade reading skills and paragraph
writing skills (current prerequisite level) 362 43%
1 Completion of 6.9th qrade reading skills 145 41%
0 Below 6.9th grade reading skills 22 3F%

2. The higher the prerequisite level, the more !ikely the student was to iave ichieved an A or B grade. If a

student wanted nearly a 50% chance {49%) of receiving an A or B grade, Icvel 4 {English 1A) would be needed
prisr to taking History courses.

Level % A or B Grades _Level % A or B Grades
4 49% 1 12%
3 32% 0 9%
2 18%

3. Students who entered History courses having met skills p.erequisites through coursework were more apt to
succeed than those meeting the basic skills prerequisites by way of taking a placement test. It should be
noted that students with basic skills coursework were also apt to have other coursewert in college. Students
placing into History by way of a test were often first time students.

Method of Entry % Successful % Nonsuccessful % Noncompleters

Test 52% 23% 24%

Course 67% 16% 17%




PREREQUISITES AND SUCCESS IN HISTORY COURSES IN THE
SAN JOSE/EVERGREEN COMMUNI?TY COLLEGE DISTRICT

by
Jon Kangas and Joanne Landers

January 22, 1989

BACKGROUND

A,

Establishment of Prerequisites

In January 1983, the San Jose/Evergreen Community
College District Board of Trustees asked that all
courses be given appropriate levels of reading,
writing, and wath prerequisites.

A conference committee of the two curriculum committees
in the district assigned minimal reading and writing
prerequisites to almost all ccurses in the district
including History courses. Completion of 9th grade
reading skills and paragraph writing skills {(Level 2)
were the most common skills established as
prerequisites,

Tt was recognized that for many college level courses,
these 5kills would be minimal. It was decided to start
low and then conduct research to determine whether
higher levels would be appropriate.

The current research was conducted to determine the
degree to which various levels of English reading and
writing prerequisites were related to success in
History courses.

Since level prerequisites could be met either by
completion of reading and/or writing courses or by
appropriate test scores, it was important to determine
whether these two methods resulted in different success
rates,

Research Questions

1. Did English Reading and Writing Levels relate to
success and nonsuccess in History classes during
the Fall of 19872

Did placement based on test scores relate to
success and nonsuccess in History classes
differently than placement based on completion of
prerequisite courses during the Fall of 198772
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II. METHODOLOGY
A. Selection of Courses

All courses in the San Jose/Evergreen Community College
District for Fall 1987 that began with 'History' were
chosen for the current research. These included:

History 17A History of the U. S.

History 17B History of the U. 8.

History 1 Survey of American History

History 10B Western Culture

History 21 Afr -American History

History 22 Mex an American History

History 24 Ame. can Indian History

History 66 Introduction to Modern Russian History

'History' was chosen because it contained courses
required for graduation, because students in History
have traditionally received a broad range of grades,
and because instructors in History have thought that
completion of 9th grade reading and writing skills was
not sufficient to perform adequately in History
classes.

B. The following information was gathered for each section
of History offered at San Jose City College and
Evergreen Valley College:

1. Grade in class

2. Success/Nonsuccess/Noncompletion

3. Whether entry was by test score or course
completion

4. English levels as follows:
L.evel 0 = student tested at less than 6.9th grade

reading skills

Level 1 = completion of 6.9th grade reading skills

Level 2 = completion of 9.9th grade reading skills
and paragraph writing skills

Level 3 = completion of writing course 1 level
below English 1A

Level 4 = completion of Freshman Composition




Analysis of Results

1.

2.

Chi Squares were computced between predictor and
outcome variables as appropriate.

Tables and Graphs were constructed to illustrate
the data analyzed.
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ITi. RESULTS FOR QUESTION #1: DO ENGLISH READING AND WRITING

LEVELS RELATE TO SUCCESS AND NONSUCCESS IN HISTORY CLASSES?

A, HISTORY 17A: HISTORY OF THE U. S.

1. History 17A: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding W and I grades)
and Noncompletion (W and I grades) for thcse above and below
the prerequisite level.

SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
LEVEL 2 ¢ N = 235 ¢+ N = 59 ¢ N = 97
& ABOVE : :
% = 60 % = 15 % = 25
BELOW ¢ N = 16 : N = 11 : N = 15
LEVEL 2 : :
% = 38 % = 26 % = 36
Chi Square = 7.80 significant at the .025 level.
Contingency coefficient = ,13
Comments

Students in History 17A who are at or above Level 2
compared to those below are:

1. Much more apt to succeed
60% to 38%

2. Less likely to receive letter grades
other than A, B, C

15% to 26%
3. Less likely to withdraw

25% to 36%




2. History 17A: Success by Level

LEVEL % SUC

' 0 50
1 36

2 46

3 56

4 78

% NONSUC % NONCOMPL
(D, F, NC) (W & I)

0 50

31 33

20 34

15 29

12 11

Chi Square = 37.51 significant at the

Contingency coefficient = .28

8 -
78 -
60 -
5@ -
49 -
30

SUCCESSFUL

SUCCESS BY LEVEL

28 -

7

Comments

success rate,

meaning of this data.

.001 level.

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student was to have succeeded
in History 17A.

The Level 0 students who scored below 6.9th
grade level skills had a slightly elevated
The small N = 5 obscures the




3.

History 17A: Grades by Level
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Comments

Students at higher reading and writing levels
taking History 17A definitely had higher
proportions of A and B grades as follows:

Level A B A+ B
Level 4 17% 37% 54%
Level 3 10% 40% 50%
Level 2 3% 13% 16%
Level 1 0% 3% 3%
Level 0 0% 0% 0%

Sixteen percent (16%) of the students who met
only the minimum prercquisite of Level 2
received A and/or B grades.

Only 3% of students below the minimum
prereguisite had an A or B grade.




B. HISTORY 17B: HISTORY OF THE U. S.

1. History 17B: Success, Nonsuccuess (excluding withdrawals a1 d
noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those above and below the prerequisite

level.
SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
LEVEL 2 ¢ N = 371 ¢+ N = 140 : N = 127 :
& ABOVE : : :
% = 58 % = 22 % = 20 :
BELOW : N = 13 : N = 26 : N = 15 :
LEVEL 2 : :
% = 24 % = 48 % = 28

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Chi Square = 26.17 significant at the .001 level.

Contingency coefficient = .19

Comments

Students in History 17B who are at or above
Level 2 compared to those below are: ‘

1. More apt to succeed
58% to 24%

2. Less likely to receive letter grades
other than A, B, C

22% TO 48%

w
.

Less likely to withdraw

20% TO 28%




2. History 17B: Success by Level

LEVEL % SucC % NONSUC % NONCOMPIL
(D, F, NC) (W& I)

0 0 60 40

1 23 50 27

2 29 35 36

3 54 25 22

4 70 16 14

Chi Square = 75.94 significaut at the .001 level

Contingency coefficient = .34
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Comments

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student is to succeed in
History 17B.
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Comments

Students at higher reading and writing levels
definitely had higher proportions of A and B
grades as follows:

Level A B A+ B
‘Level 4  20% 21% 41%
Level 3 7% 19% 26%
Level 2 2% 8% 10%
Level 1 2% 6% 8%
Level O 0% 0% 0%

Ten percent (10%) of the students who me:
only the minimum prerequisite of Level 2
received A and/or B grades.

Only 8% of students below the minimum
Prerequisite received A and/or B grades.




c. HISTORY 1: SURVEY OF AMERICAN HIS3TORY

1. History 1: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those above and below the prerequisite

level.
SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
LEVEL 2 : N = 229 : N = 62 : N = 46 :
& ABOVE : : :
% = 68 % = 18 % = 14 :
BELOW : N = 30 : N = 13 : N = 7 :
LEVEL 2 .
% = 60 % = 26 % = 14

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Chi Square = 1.71 (not statistically significant).
A value of 6.0 is needed for .05 level.

Contingency coefficient = .07

Comments

Students in History 1 who are at or above
Level 2 compared to those below are:

1. More apt to succeed
68% TO 60%

Less likely to receive letter grades
other than A, B, C

18% to 26%
Equally likely to withdraw

14% to 14%
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Y SUCCESSFUL

History 1: Success by Level

LEVEL $ SUC % NONSUC % NONCOMPL
(D, F, NC) (W& I)

0 29 43 29

1 61 27 11

2 45 33 22

3 71 17 13

4 88 4 9

Chi Square = 54.92 significant at the .001 level

Contingency coefficient = .35

SUCCESS BY LEVEL

108
88
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! 20, e
Sl
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LEVEL
Comments

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student is to succeed in
History 1.

The N = 12 for Level 1 students may have some

bearing on its higher success rate than
Level 2.
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History 1: Grades by Level

GRADBS BY LEVEL
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Students at higher reading and writing levels ;

definitely had higher proportions of A and B
grades as follows:

Level A B A+ B N

i Level 4 18% 41% 59% 114
Level 3 3% 29% 32% 128
Level 2 6% 13% - 19% 104
Level 1 0% 16% 16% 43
Level 0 14% 14% 28% 7

Only 20% of the students who met only the
minimum prerequisite of Level 2 received A
and/or B grades. One (1) of seven students
(14%) at Level 1 received A + B grades and
one of seven (14%) of students below Level 1
received A + B grades.

Even Level 3 students only succeeded at a
rate of 2% while the Level 4 students
succeeded at 59%. Clearly, the higher
reading and writing skills relate to higher
grades in History 1.
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D. HISTORY 21: AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORY

noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and

L noncompletes) for those above and below the prerequisite

. level.

;: SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
; (EXCL. W & I) (W& I)

. LEVEL 2 : N = 27 : N = 7 : N = 1
: & ABOVE : :

o % = 77 @ % = 20 ¢ % = 3
; BELOW : N = 6 N = 8 : N = 2
LEVEL 2 : : :

- T % = 38 : % = 50 : % = 13

; & ;

Chi Square = 7.76 significant at the .025 level.

Contingency coefficient = .36

Comments

Students in History 21 who are at or above
Level 2 compared to those below are:

1. Much more apt to succeed
77% to 38%

2. Much less likely to receive letter
grades other than A, B, C

20% to 50%

3. Much less likely to withdraw

3% to 13%

1. History 21: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and




2. History 21: Success by Level

LEVEL % SUC % NONSUC % NONCOMPL

(D, F, NC) (W & I)
: 0% 25 75 0
1 42 42 17
: 2 43 50 7
3 100 0 0
4 100 0 0

*¥ Indicates an "N" of less than 6.

Chi Square = 20.19 significant at the .01 level

N e s

Contingency coefficient = .54
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Comments

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student is to succeed in
History 21.
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Comments

Students at higher reading and writing levels
definitely had higher proportions o7 A ani B
grades as follows:

Level A B A+ B N

Level 4 38% 38% 76% 13

Level 3 13% 38% 51% 8

Level 2 0% 21% 21% 14

Level 1 8% 17% 25% 12

Level 0 0% 0% 0% 4

Only 21% of the students who met on!y the
minimum prerequisite of Level 2 received A
and/or B grades. Three (3) of 12 (25%)
received A and/B darades who scored at

Level 1. None of the students below Level 1
recelved an A or B grade.

Clearly, the higher the reading and writing
skills, the more likely the student is to
receive an A or B grade in History 21.




E.

HISTORY 22: MEXICAN AMERICAN HISTORY

1. History 22: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those above and below the prerequisite

level.
SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W& I)
LEVEL 2 N = 32 N = 2 : N = 4
& ABOVE
% = 84 % = 5 % = 11 :
BELOW : N = l: N-= 4 : N = 4
LEVEL 2 : .
% = 11 % = 44 % = 44 :
Chi Square = 19.21 significant at the .001 level.
Contingency coefficient = .54
Comments

Students in History 22 who are at or above
Level 2 compared to those below are:

1. Much more apt to succeed
84% to 11%

2. Much less likely to receive
letter grades other than A, B, C

5% to 44%
3. Much less likely to withdraw

11% to 44%
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2. History 22: Success by Level

LEVEL % SUC % NONSUC % NONCOMPL
(D, F, NC) (W, NC)

0% 50 0 50

1 0 57 43

2 85 0 15

3 90 10 0

4 80 7 13

* Indicates an "N" of less than 6.
Chi Square = 25.25 significant at the .005 level

Contingency coefficient = .59

SUCCESS BY LEVEL
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Comments

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student is to succeed in
History 22.

The N = 6 and N = 1 for Levels 1 and 0,
respectively, make interpretation less
certain for these levels.




3. History 22: Grades by Level

GRADE
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Comments

Students at higher reading and writing levels
definitely had higher proportions of A and B
grades as follows:

Level A B A+B N
Level 4 53% 40% 93% 15
Level 3 20% 50% 0% 10
d Level 2 0% 83% 83% 12
Level 1 0% 0% 0% 6
Level 0 0% 0% 0% 1

Although ten <f 12 (83%) of the Level 2
students received B grades, none received A
grades.

Even though a large percentage of Level 4, 3,
and 2 students received A or B grades,
students at lower levels did not reap these
plentiful grades. None of the seven students
below Level 2 received a grade of A or B.

Clearly, the higher reading and writing
skills relate to succesc in History 22.




?x F. HISTORY 24: AMERICAN INDIAN HISTORY

i;- 1. History 24: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
: noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
. noncompletes) for those above and below the prerequisite
t lJevel.
i SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W &I
3 LEVEL 2 : N = 29 : N = 1: N-= 3
7 & ABOVE : : :
g % = 88 : % = 3 % = 9
3 BELOW : N = 1: N = 0 : N = 1
; LEVEL 2 : : :
% = 50 % = 0 % = 50

Chil Square = 3.14 (not statistically significant).
A value of 3.80 is needed for the .025 level.

Contingency coefficient = .29

Comments

Students in History 24 who are at or above
Level 2 compared to those below are:

. 1. Much more apt to succeed

88% to 50%

— 2. About as likely to receive letter
grades other than A, B, C

3% to 0%

3. Much less likely to withdraw

i 9% to 50%




2. History 24: Success by Level

: LEVEL % SUC % NONSUC % NONCOMPL !
(D, F, NC) (W & I)
0% 0 0 0
: 1% 50 0 50
. 2% 100 0 0
; 3 84 0 17
4 88 6 6

* Indicates an "N" of less than 6.
Chi Square = 5.28 (not statistically significant).
A value of 15.5 is needed for the .05 level

Contingency coefficient = .36
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Comments

The higher the reading and writing level, the
more likely a student is to succeed in
History 24, with the exception of Level 2.

b An N = 5 for Level 2 makes it difficult to

N know whether the high success rate is a
chance event or reflective of some unknown
variable.

*Indicates a small N.

z8

~25-




3.

History 24: Grades by Level

GRADBS BY LEVEL
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Comments ‘

Students at higher reading and writing levels
definitely had higher proportions of A and B
grades as follows:

Level A B A+B N
Level 4 50% 31% 81% 16
Level 3 60% 40% 100% 10
Level 2 40% 20% 60% 5
Level 1 33% 0% 33% 3
Level 0 0% 0% 0% 0

Eighty-one percent (81%) of Level 4 students
received A and/or B grades. One hundred
percent (100%) of Level 3 students received A
and/or B grades.

Sixty percent (60%) of the Level 2 students
meeting the minimum prerequisite received A
and/or B grades.

. Below Level 2, the minimum prerequisite, one
of three students recelved an A grade,

; Again, the higher the reading and writing '
level, the more likely students were to
receive an A or B grade in History 24,
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G. HISTORY 66: INTRODUCTION TO MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY )
Since the "N" was only 12 in this case, the data was not :

meaningful.
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: Since the "N" was only 13 in this case, the data was not

: meaningful.
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I. ALL HISTORY COURSES

1. All History Courses: Success (S), Nonsuccess (NS)
(excluding withdrawals and noncompletes), and Noncompletion _
(NC) (withdrawals and noncompletes) for those above and 3
below the prerequisite level.

H B H I ¥ d %NS 4 NS 4 SN 4 VN
above L2 :  belov L2:  above L2 :  below L2 :  above L2 :  below L2 :
BSTIM: 235 60:16  3:S9  15:1l 26:91  25:15  15:
I Hise 118 < 3N 58 : 13 24 140 22 : 26 @10 20 : 15 28

MISTL :329  68:30 60:6  18:13 246 Wi 1 W i

BSTal : 2 Ti: 6 Wil Wi 4 501 1:1 13: ;
BST2 ;3 M1 112 5: 4 M: 4 N: 4 W f
BST2 : 29 #: 1l S0: 1 3: 00 0: 3 ¥: 1 50

WIS ;923 63:60 WMl 18:60 Wi Wi 5

Comments ;

Students in all History courses who were at
or above Level 2 compared to those below
were:

1. More apt to succeed
63% to 39%

2. Less likely to receive letter grades
of D or F.

18% to 36%
3. Less likely to withdraw
19% to 25%

- There is no doubt that meeting th2 reading :
' and writing prerequisites for History
; courses, in general, greatly improved a
X student's chance for succeeding in the
courses.

For History 1, all students had a good chance
P of succeeding regardless of prerequisite
level. Sixty-one percent (61%) above Level 2
succeeded and 60% below Level 2 also
: succeeaded.
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Almost all students above Level 2 in
History 22 (84%) and in History 24 (88%)
succeeded.
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SHCCESS

b

All History Courses:

Success by Level

% SUCC. X LEVEL

88 - e
£
o ESN
7@ 5__5_3
68' F%ﬁ?{:;
YR
50 o
i
R
Sy
20
4 3 2 1 e
LEVEL
Comments

When the impact of smaller N's is absorbed by
aggregating the History data, there is a
clear and direct relationship between
prerequisite levels and success in History

courses.

Students in all History courses succeed at
much higher rates as their level of reading
and writing skills improve:

Level

Level
Level
Level
Level

Level

1
0

Success Rate
77%
62%
43%
41%
36% (N = 8)

Students who meet only the minimum
prerequisite of Level 2 have less than a 50%
chance (43%) of succeeding in History

courses.,

In order to ensure that over 50% of students
in History would succeed, a Level 3
prerequisite would be needed.
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All History:

Grades by Level

ALL HISTORY: GRAOES BY LEVEL

i
355
154
tH]
'

'
0
0
0

3

1
E))
13
12

§

VR BB VB: BC VC:#D S0 :d PVP: d WIS GGl:700 § 1078 :F SUCC & SUCC s A 4 B
W 153 29: 19 W 45 b: 16 3: 60 1l: 53 100
bi135 213 30: M 852 9: 15 20: S 100:
PS50 M 8 25 40 1350 16: 13 2. 32 100:
20 015 10: 41 W+ o} e W: W @: WS 100
5 1 5+ 6§ M: 1 5+ 1 N: 6 NW: on 10
# A GRADES X LEVEL

29 -

20-

13-

18-

5.

a

4 2 |
LEVEL
35
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Comments
Students in all History courses are much more
likely to receive A and B grades the more
reading and writing courses they have in
their backgrounds.
Level % A + B N
4 49%
3 32%
18%
12%
9%
If a student wanted an even chance (49%) of
receiving an A or B grade in History, he or
she would have had to have completed Level 4

(English 1A) prior to taking History.

A student with a minimum Level 2 prerequisite
had only an 18% chance of receiving an A or B
grade.

Twelve percent (12%) of students with Level 1
recelved an A or B grade.

Two of 22 (9%) students bzlow Level 1
received an A or B grade.




RESULTS FOR QUESTION #2: DOES MEETING A BASIC SKILLS
PREREQUISITE THROUGH A TEST SCORE PREDICT SUCCESS IN HISTORY
DIFFERENTLY THAN MEETING A BASIC SKILLS PREREQUISITE THROUGH
PASSING APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES?

A, HISTORY 17A: HISTORY OF THE U. S.

1. History 17A: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
nonconmpletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites
through test and developmental courses.

ENTRY BY

TEST

COURSE

SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W& I)

N = o7 N = 23 N = 26 :

% = 58 % = 20 ¢ % = 22

N = 166 N = 34 N = 63

% - 63 % = 13 % = 24

Chi Square = 3.01 (not statistically significant).
A value of 6.0 is needed for the .05 level.

Contingency coefficient = .09
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History 17A: Success by Method of Entry

Students can enter History either by taking prerequisite
reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
The following table and chart indicate the percent of
students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL
TEST 58

COURSE 63

SUCC. X METHOD OF ERTRY
B3
% SUCCESSFUL

ENTRY INTO HISTORY

Comments

Students in History 17A who complete
coursework were sllightly more apt to succeed
than students who take a test only, at:

63% t» 58%

~36~




B. HISTORY 17B: HISTORY OF THE U. S.

1, History 17B:

noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites

through test and developmental courses.

Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and

ENTRY BY SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
TEST : N = 82 : N = 46 : N = 61 :
g = 43+ % = 24 1 % = 32 .
SOURSE N = 279 : N = 94 : N = 66 :
g = 64 : % = 21 ¢ % = 15

Chi Square = 29.29 significant at the

Contingency coefficient = .21

~-37-
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History 17B: Success by Method of Entry

Stul =nts can enter History either by taking prereguaisite
reading and writing courses cr by passing a placement test.

The following table and chart indicate the percent of

students who took the test and succeeded compared with those

who

took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL
TEST 43
COURSE 64
SUCC. x METHOD OF ENTRY
T~ -
= 65
e 60 -
b4 55
=
3 5
- 7
W2 Mlj
N 35
TEST
ENTRY INTO HISTORY
Comments

Students in History 17B who complete
coursework were more apt to succeed than
students who take a test only, at:

64% to 43%

[YaN
XY
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: cC. HISTORY 1: SURVEY OF AMERICAN HISTORY

1. History 1: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites
through test and developmental courses.

ENTRY BY SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
(EXCL. W & I)~ (W& I)

ROy
>

i‘ TEST : N = 51 : N = 29 ¢+ N = 17

: % = 5% : % = 30 : % = 17

' COURSE : N = 185 : N = 32 : N = 40 :
% = 72 : % = 12 : % = 16

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Chi Square = 16.58 significant at the .001 level.

Contingency coefficient = .21
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History 1: Success by Method of Entry

Students can enter Hlstory elther by taking prerequisite
reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
The followlng table and chart indicate the percent of
students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL
TEST 53

COURSE 72

SUC. X METHOD OF.ENTRY

&3

g 75 % SUCCESSFUL
= 78
A 65
3 68
A
@ 59 —l %%’% Eo i
s 45 S ]

TEST COURSE

ENIRY INTO HISTORY

Comments
Students in History 1 who complete coursework
were more apt to succeed than students who
take a test only, at:

72% to 53%

43
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D. ~HISTORY 21: AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORY

1. History 21: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and
noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
noncompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites

through test and developmental courses.

ENTRY BY SUCCESS NONSUCCESS
(EXCL. W & I)

TEST : N = 7 : N = 3
I e 64 : % = 217
COURSE : N = 20 : N =- 4
T % o= 83 : % = 17

NONCOMPLETION
(W& 1I)
: N = 1l:
. % - 9 .
¢ N = 0 :
. % - 0 .

Chi Square = 2.99 (not statistically significant).

A value of 6.0 is needed for the

Contingency coefficient = .28

.05 level.
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History 21: Success by Method of Entry

Students can enter History either by taking prerequisite
reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
The following table and chart indicate the percent of
students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL
TEST 64

COURSE 83

SUC. x METHOD OF ENTRY

&3
% SUCCESSFUL

T~ -

= 85 ; N

< 80-1 -

A 75 -

5]

3] 70

é; 63 -

» 68 -]

w 55 -1 S
TEST COURSE

ENTRY INTO HISTORY
Comments

Students in History 21 who complete
coursework were more apt to succeed than
students who take a test only, at:

83% to 64%

[N
1
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BE. HISTORY 22: MEXICAN AMERICAN HISTORY
. 1. History 22: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and ‘
g noncompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and :
3 incompletes) for these who met basic skills prerequisites :
" ‘ through test and developmental courses. ;
ENTRY BY SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION :
(EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
: ............... ; ............... : ............... ; 3
TEST : N = 14 : N = l1: N-= 1:
g I 88 % = 6 % = 6 :
f : . }
COURSE : N = 18 : N = 1: N = 3:
, % = 8l : % = 5 % = 14
Chi Square = .57 (not statiscically significant).
A value of 6.0 is needed for the .05 level.
Contingency coefficient = ,12
¥

-43~
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2. History 22: Success by Method of Entry

i Students can enter History either by taking prerequisite
I reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
i The following table and chart indicate the percent of

students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY %_SUC SFUI,
TEST 88

COURSE 81

SUC. X METHOD OF ENTRY

:

i 3 % SUCCESSFUL ;
§ g; 86 E
:_‘ g 84 - 1
} é: 82 - ;
3w

‘ N

g COURSE

i ENTRY INTO HISTORY

;' Comments

- Students in History 22 who complete

: coursewcrk were slightly less apt to succeed :
: than students who take a test only, at:

; 81% to 88%

32N
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I F. HISTORY 24: AMERICAN INDIAN HISTORY

i* 1. History 24: Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and

v incompletes), and Noncompletlion (withdrawals and
incompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites
through test and developmental courses.

ENTRY BY SUCCESS NONSUCCESS NONCOMPLETION
. (EXCL. W & I) (W & I)
v TEST : N = 7: N-= 0: N = 1
; T % = 88 : % = 0: % = 12 :
} COURSE : N = 22 ¢+ N = l1: N-= 2 :
: : % = 88 : % = 4 : % = 8 : ‘

Chi Square = .46 (not statistically significant).
A value of 6.0 Is needed for the .05 level.

Contingency coefficient = .12 /




History 24:

Success by Method of Entry

- Students can enter History either by taking prerequisite

N reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
g The following table and chart indicate the percent of
students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

;\ ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL

; TEST 88

: COURSE 88

: SUC. X METHOD OF ENTRY

: 3%

‘ % SUCCESSFUL
. -l 188 ~
; = i
i e 1668
' a 148
: = -
3 = 128
t g 108 -
; @ 89 e
: TEST
]
ENTRY INTO HISTORY
£ Comments

Students in History 24 who complete
coursework are just as apt to succeed as
students who take a test only:

g 88% to 88%




HISTORY 66: INTRODUCTION TO MODERN RUSSIAN HISTORY

since the "N" was only 11 in thls case, the data was not
meaningful.

HISTORY 10B: WESTERN CULTURE

Since the "N" was only 13 in this case, the data was not
meaningful,
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All History:

ALL HISTORY COURSES

Success, Nonsuccess (excluding withdrawals and

incompletes), and Noncompletion (withdrawals and
incompletes) for those who met basic skills prerequisites
through test and developmental courses.

s+ Success

A (114

:: ry
History 1A :: 61 58
History 178 ;: 0 4
gstory 1 &5 51 53
History 21 i; T of
History 22 14 8
Bstory 4 1 8
totals 28 82

Success :: Nonsucc.  Nomsucc. :: Noncompl.
Course :: Test Course :: Test
] L IR | s | I TSI N |
66 63:: 23 N W B % D0
M 60 46 W W LW 6 R
s MW N N e
R R R
W o161 smo1
DM 000 1 411
B0 BT E M2 2 16 16107

Noncompl.::
course ::
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016
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All History: Success by Method of Entry

Students can enter History either by taking prerequisite
reading and writing courses or by passing a placement test.
Tne following table and chart indicate the percent of
students who took the test and succeeded compared with those
who took the courses and succeeded.

ENTRY BY % SUCCESSFUL
TEST 52

COURSE 67

SUC. x METHOD OF ENTRY
67.3 -
6J
62,3 -
64 -
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Comnments

students in all History courses who complete
coursework are more apt to succeed than
students who take a test only:

67% to 52%

Students who enter by way of test scores are
also much more apt to be first time students
to college, while students who have previous
coursework are apt to have previous college
experience in basic skills courses, as well
as other courses. Previous college
experience, together with passing bhasic skill
prerequisite courses, resulted in greater

" success than taking a test only and
immediately entering History.

In History 22 and 24, previous coursework is
not as critical. The students' chances of
succeeding were almost the same (81% and 88%,
respectively) whether entering by way of
previous coursework or by way of a test.
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