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GENERAL EDUCATION REFORM IN THE NEW JERSEY COMMUNITY COLLEGES:

THE BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE, 1982-1987

In the spring of 1983, following scveral years of statewide
discussion of the nature, content, and value of (eneral
education, the New Jersey Board of Higher Education effected a
revision of the state regulations governing general education
requirements at all New Jersey community colleges. The revised
regulations require that all students in associate degree

programs take a "broad distribution o: courses" in communications

(English composition and speech), mathematics and the natural

sciences, the social sciences (anthropology, economics,

geography, political science, psychology, sociology), and the
humanities (fin. arts, foreign languaqges, history, literature,
philosophy, religion). Students in associate in arts (AA) degree
programs must take not less than 45 credits of general education;

those in associate in science (as) degree programs must take a



minimum of 30 credits of general education; and those pursuing
the associate in applied science (AAS) degree must take at least
20 credits of general education. The state regulations also
require that all one-year certificate programs "shall include at
least ¢, preferably 9, semester credit hours of general
education, with at least one communications course." In addition,
the regulations state that “"theoretically based physical
education courses may be counted as general education if they are
a cequirement of the college ([emphasis added]." Finally, the new
state regulations require all New Jersey community colleges to
review and, if necessary, revise their programs of general
education so as to render them consistent with the mandates of
the Board of Higher Education and to implement all necessary
changes in such programs as of the fall semester of 1984
(although the deadline for implementatinn has now been changed to
the fall of 1985). (See NJ Administrative Code, 9:4-1.6.) The

Board had promulgated a similar set of revised regulations on
general education and degree standards in the state four-year

colleges in 1980 (see NJ Adminstrative Code, 9:2-8.2 through

9:2-8.4).

For a number of years prior to the issuing of the new state
regulations on general education in the New Jersey community
colleges, the faculty and administration of Bergen Community
College (BCC) had been studying and discussing ways in which the
college's general education program might be restructured. In

the summer of 1982, and in anticipation of the changes that would




be required by the (then impending) state action described above,
Dr. Sose Lopez-Isa, president of the college, created the BCC
Committee on General Education. President Lopez-Isa charged the
Committee to conduct a careful study of current general education
programs at BCC and at other institutions of higher learning, to
formulate a coherent rationale for general education, and to
develop a set of proposals aimed at improving the college's
general education programs and at bringing them into conformity
with the revised regulations then under consideration by the New
Jersey Board of Higher Education. On the “asis of a college-wide
pProcess of discussion, deoate, research, and thought covering a
seven-month period, the Committee issued, on May 11, 1983, a
140-page report on General Education'at Bergen Community College
(Paramus, New Jersey: Bergen Commu:nity College, 1983).

The report of the Committee on General Education was used as
the basis of a thoroughgoing reconstruction of the college's
curricular structures, a reconstruction that was worked out in
detail by the executive committees of the College-Wide Curriculum
Committee and of the Faculty Senate. By the end of July 1983,
all BCC degree and certificate progzams had been revised in
accordance with a new system of general education requirements
that had been approved by the Curriculum Committee, the Faculty
Senate, and the president of the College. Most of these changes
were implemented as of the fall 1983 semester (one year ahead of
the initially-announced state deadline), but a few of the

curricular revisions were not implemented until the fall of 1984.




The new curriculum requirements (outlined below, pp. 9-22)
are binding on students entering the College as of the fall of
1983; studentcs enrolled prior to that time may choose to follow

the new requirement system if they wish to do so.

GENERAL EDUCATION AT BCC PRIOR TO 1983

General education requirements at BCC had remaired virtually
unaltered from 1968 to 1983. Prior to the curriculum reform that
took effect in the fall of 1983, the college's associate in arts

(AA) and associate ip science (as) degree (transfer) programs

were structured as follows:

General Education Requirements AA AS
English Composition 6 6
English Electives (mostly literature) 6 6
Speech Communication 3 3
Modern Language 6-8 6~8
History 6
Music or Art Appreciatijon 3
Mathematics 6
Laboratory Science 6-8
Physical Education 4

46-50

Free Electives and/or
"Major" Requirements 14-18
64-66




Thus, while students pursuing the 1A or As degree* vwere

required to take 9 credits in communications (English composition

and speech), 21-23 credits in the humanities (literature, foreign

languages, history, and fine arts), 12-16 credits in mathematics

and natural sciences, and 4 credits in physical education, they

were nct required to take courses in the social sciences, as
required by the new state regulations on general education in the
community colleges. The committee on general education also
found that the omission of philosophy and religious studies from
the "humanities" component of the general education program was a

deficiency which should be remedied.

*Prior to the full implementation of the BCC general education
reform in the fall of 1984, students in the college's AA degree
program were offered "optional areas of concentration® in Art:
Behavioral Science; Broadcasting:; Business Administration;
Communication Arts; Education; Health and Physical Education;
Humanities; Labor Studies; Law, Justice, and Society:; Leisure and
Recreation; Music; Public Administration; Social Science;

Theatre; and Women's Studies. AS degree options were offered in

General Science; Biology: Chemistry; Computer Science;
Engineering Science; Mathematics:; and Physics. As a result or
the general education reform of 1982-4, the college's list of AA

and AS degree options has been altered (see below, pp. 8).




Pre-1983 associate in applied science (AAS) degree programs

required students to take a total of 64-72 credits for
graduation. To fulfill their general education requirements,
students in such programs were required to take at least 20
credits in the liberal arts and sciences: 6 credits in English
composition, 3 credits in either art or music appreciation, 4
credits in physical education, and at 1least 7 credits in some
combination (prescribed in each AAS curriculum) of
communications, humanities, social science, mathematics, ox
laboratory science courses. In addition to this general education
requirement, students pursuing the AAS degree were required to
take between 44 and 52 credits (relative to the program
requirements in each AAS curriculum) in a major field of'study
(e.g. nursing, business computer programming, commercial art).=*
Some AAS degree programs did not require students to tak2

courses in mathematics and/or in the natural sciences; and others

did not require work in the social sciences and/or in the

humanities.

*The number of AAS dagree programs offered at BCC was not
changed liqnificantly as a result of the general education reform

of 1982-4. A 1list of current AAS progams is included in the

table on p. 8, below.




Prior ¢to 1983, there was no state requirement that
certificate programs contain a general education component, and
the only such requirement in BCC certificate programs at that

time was a 3-credit requirement in Englisn composition.*

GENERAL EDUCATION AT BCC SINCE 1983

Degree and Certificate Programs

As a result of the curriculum reform of 1982~-4, BCC associate

in arts (AA) and associate in science (AS) degree programs have

been significantly restructured. The college now offers a

two-track AA degree program and a three-track AS degree program,

encompassing a total of thirty "optional areas of concentration”
in the liberal arts and sciences. In addition to these AA and AS

degree programs, the college also offers twenty-seven associate

in applied science (AAS) decree programs and twelve certificate

programs. The college's degree and certificate proqrams are
listed in the table on the following page. (Specific descriptions

of all degree and certificate programs are listed in the Bergen

Community College Academic Bulletin.)

*The nunbef of certificate programs offered at BCC was not
changed significantly as a result of the general education reform
of 1982-4. A list of current certificate programs is included in

the table on p. 8, below.




C Programs vy Degree

The academic programs at Bergen Community College are classified as transfer or carrer.

TRANSFER PROGRAMS include general education courses which correspond to the freshman and sophomore offerings at most
co'leges and universities. Students who transfer to a four year college in New Jersey will receive credit for their studies at Bergen

Theatre Arts—Acting

help of business, community, and government

Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Medical Laboratory Technology

Retail Business Management

TRANSFER PROGRAMS Associate in Science Degree
Associate in Arts Degree Options in Natural Sciences ano Mathematcs:
Options:
General Cumiculum (Natural Sciences & Mathematics)
General Curniculum (Liberal Arts) Biology
Communication Arts Chermustry
Economucs Computer Science
Foreign Language Mathematics
History Phiysics
Leisure and Pecreation
Luterature Associate in Science Degree
Philosophy & Rehgion Option in:
Pchtical Science
Psychology Engineering Science
Sociology
Women's Studses Associste in Science Degree
Options in Professional Studies:
Associste in Arts Degree
Options: General Curriculum (Professional Concentrations)
Broadcast:ng
Art Business Adr anistration
Music Business Adminstation—Internaional Trade

Business Admynustration—Management
B siness Administration—Marketing
Education

Labor Studies

CAREER PROGRAMS give students the training nceded to enter their chosen field of employment. Completion of these pro-

grams leads to an Associatc in Applied Science degree or a certificate. Requirements for career programs arz developed with the
leaders who know the changing needs of the job market.

CAREER PROGRAMS Human Services
Associate in Applied Science Degree
Crinunal justice
Allied Health Early Childhood Education
Career Mobility LPN/ADN Industriai and Design Technologies
Denual Hymene

Automotive Technology
Automotive lechnology Apprenticeship Program

Medical DOffice Assistant Commercial At
Nursing Drafting & Design Technology
Radiography Electrical Technoiogy
Respiratory Therapy
Science Technology
Business Administration
Cmamenta! Horticulture
Accounting Ornamental Horticulture—Horticulture Therapy Techmcian
Baniing, Credit & Finance
Real Estate One Year Certificate Programs

Compute: Science

Business Technologies Data Entry/Micro-Mimi Computer Operartons
Exercise Science
Business Computer Programming—Mainframe Floral Design
Business Computer Programmung—Microcomputer Legal Assistant
Hotel-Restaurant Management Media Technmician
Office Systems Technology Real Estate Salesperson
(Executive Secretary Option) Secretarial Studies
Office Systems Technolocy Small Busirsss Management
(Word Processing Option) Surgical Technology
Travel Service
Word Processing

-RIC
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The Overall Structure

of the BCC General Education Program

Many writers (e.g., Cohen and Brawer 316-323) have pointed
out that there is no generally accepted definitior. of the nature
and purposes of general education. However, after reviewing and
discussing much of the literature on the idea of general
education, the members of the BCC Committee on General Education
agreed to base their work on the follow!ng assumptions:

The concept of general education is a modern expression of
the ancient ideal of the well-educated and therefore cultured and
liberated person, in touch with the realities of human existence,
both past and present. A general education is what all truly
educated peopie Lave (and ought to have) in common. As such,
general education 1is opposed to excessive academic "irdividu-
alism" and "overspecialization," to the fragmentation of the
learning process via "disciplinism" and "departmentalism."
General education stresses common or shared learning, the
commurial-social rather than the private-individualistic aspects
of the educational enterprise. General education requirements are
to be distinguished frem elective and "major" requirements.
"Frea" electives and academic "majors" express the private and

individual concerns of both students and faculty; but general

education, which is oriented towardi common learning, is an
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attempt to create a sphere of higher education shared by all
students and faculty.*

The Committee also found that, in spite of many controversies
in the field, there is in fact broad agreement in the academic
community that a general education program should require
students to study major ideas, 1leading themes, basic problens,
fundamental methods cf inquiry, and significant literature (both
clagssical and modern) in the humanities, the social sciences, and
the natural sciences. Wwhile there is less agreement as to the
inclusion of courses in "communications," physical education, and
mataematice in programs of general education, the Committee
decided that such courses should be included in the Bergen
Community College program.

The State Board of Higher Education's regulations (cited
above) mandated the inclusion of "communications" courses in all
community college general education programs, and, while some

members of the BCC faculty were (and are) unconvinced that speech

*For a fuller statement of the theoretical basis of the

committee's work, see General Education at Bergen Community

College 13-15, 38-130. See also Boyer and Levine passim.

11




11

courses represent neaningful general education offerings, most
were persuaded that at lzeast two courses in English composition
are a necessity for all associ..?2 degree candidates.

The decision to include a _ rsical education requirement in
the college's general education program was opposed by some
menbers of the BCC faculty. Others, however, arqued tha. a
comprehensive education should include a "gymnastic" dimension
(following Plato and Aristotle); and still others simply appealed
to the fact that the college had been requiring all degree
candidates to take four credits in physical education in the past
and that the total elimination of the physical education
requirement would eliminate the jobs of many or perhaps all
faculty in the physical education area.

The mathematics component of the BCC general education
program was vigorously defended by members of the mathematics
faculty, who received argumentative support from some faculty
outsid2a of the mathematics area; ard ths fact that the leader of
the mathematics faculty was both a mepher of the Committee on
General Education and the head of the B3CC faculty union (i.e., a
man with ~ignificant "political" power and clout) did much to
convince the Committee (and later the Faculty Senate) that
matheasatics should certainly have a pronminent place in the BCC

general education program.

12
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The Committee on General Education thus adopted the view that
a meaningful general education program should include systematic
studiesg - in realing, writing, speaking, and listening
(communication skiils); in the arts, foreign languages, history,
literature, philosophy, and religion (the humanities); in eco-
nomics, geography, political science, psychology, and sociology
(the sociai sciences); in mathematics, the natural sciences, and
modern technology; in health and physical education; and, in
general, in the theory ani practice of reflective, coherent, and
critical thinking. However, because of time limitations and
realistic restrictions on the number of general education credits
that may be required of students, no single student is able (let
alone inclined) to take courses in all of the subjects named
above. To be comprehensive, balanced, and systematic, general
education programs must encompass all of the major academic
fields; but to be realistic and reasonable, such programs must
offer, in addition to a number of "prescribed" courses (e.q.,
English composition), some "distributional" choices within
certain general "zones" of academic endeavor.

Thus, on the basis of its own deliberations and on the basis
of the requirements set forth by the New Jersey Board of Higher
Education, the BCC Committee on General Education recommended,
and the BCC F;culty Senate agreed, that, as of the fall of 1983,
general education courses at BCC were to be organized under five

basic categories, in the following order:

13
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1. Communications, which inciudes courses in reading,
writing, speaking, and listening, and other courses "designed to
enhance facility in the English language."

2. Humanities, which includes the fields of fine arts (art,
music, and theatre), foreign languages, history, literature, and
philosophy and religion. General education courses in these
fields emphasize cognitive comp.ehension, appreciation, and
criticism of the human intellectual and cultural heritage.

3. Social Sciences, which includes courses in economics,
geography, political science, psychology, and sociology. General
education courses in the social sciences concentrate on the
promotion of self-awareness and social-mindedness in students; on
major social, ecunomic, and political problems of contemporary
society; and on the responsibilities of citizenship in the modern
world.

4. Natural Sciences and Mathematics, which includes courses
in college-level mathematics, computer science, the physical
sciences, and the biological sciences. Such courses are designed
to induce in students a conceptual understanding of the nature
and applications of rathematics, computer technology, and the

natural sciences.

5. Health and Physical Education, which  includes

"theoretically based" courses concentrating on the principles of
bodily well-being and on the relationship between bodily

vell-being and other dimensions of human existence.

14
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Program Requirements at BCC

The general education, free clective, and major requirements

currently in effect in BCC degree and certificate programs are

listed on the Chart on the following page.




PROGRAM_REQUIRENENTS

AA Degree

7N\

Liberal Arts Fine and

English Comp. 6
Speech Coms. 3 3

Husanities A 2 12
Fine Arts {no sore than & credits 1n  (from at least three {nu sore than
Foreign Languages any one of listed fields) of listed fields) & credits 1n
History any one of
Literature listed fields)
Philosophy/Rel1gion

Social Sciences 9 6 6 b
Economics {from at least {¢trom two ¢/ listed f1elds) (froa two of
Geography two of listed listed f1elds)
Political Sc1. fields)

Psychology
Sociology

Natural Sciences 3-4
{in either
Nath/Cosputer Sc1. & 6 Kath. or
Natural Sciences 6-8 6-8 Natural Sci.)
Health_and

Foundations of P.E. 2
Foundations Exper. 1

General Sducation

bA-bb 64-71 30-36

#In Husan1ties, Social Sciences, Mathesatics, or Natural Sciences.
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Courses Approved for the Purposes of General Education

Once the overall structure of the new BCC program of general
education was decided on, the question arose as to 2xactly which
courses should be offered or required for the purposes of general
education. Following the lead of many writers in the field of
general education (e.g., “ohen and Brawer 334-340; Luckenbill and
McCabe passim.), the BCC Committee on General Education initially
proposed the creation of a set of "core" courses that were to be
interdiscipiinary and thematic in nature. There was to be one
three-credit "core" course for each of the five areas in the new
general education program (conmunications, humanities, social
scieices, natural sciences and mathematics, and health and
physical education). The "core" curriculum was to be suppleﬁented
by additional "distributional® elective requirements in the five
basic general education areas. Each of the "core" courses was to
be designed to give students an integrated and conceptual (albeit
introductory) understanding of a given field of academic

endeavor,

The proposed titles and descriptions of the five "core"

courses wvere as follows:

1, Communications: Introduction to Critical Thought and

Expression. An interdisciplinary study of the theory and

practice o? offective communication. Students will be introduced
to the basic principles and methods of logical analysis, or
persuasive argumentation, and of competent reading, writing,

speaking, 1listening, and thinking. Attention will be given to

17
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the nature, content, and 1limitations of various communications
media. The course will emphasisze the role of critical reasoning
in effactive human communication. [Prerequisite: English

Composition] (This course was intended to replace English

Composition II.]

2. Humanities: Introduction to the Humanities. An

interdisciplinary study of human thought and culture. Major
themes in the history of human culture and civilization, of
philosophy and religion, of language and literature, and of the
arts will be developed and discussed. The aim of the course will
be the conceptual understanding and critical appreciation of
humankind's intéllectual and cultural achievements. [No

prerequisites]

3. Social Ssciences: Introduction to the ZJocial Sciences.

An interdisciplianry study of the nature, history, and pkilosophy
of the social sciences. The various social sciences will be
distinguished from one another, and the basic principles,
methods, and theories of each will be discussed. In general, the
course will seek to convey to students an understanding of the
character and significance of social scientific research and
reasoning. ([No prerequisites]

4. Natural Sciences and Mathematics: Introduction to the

Natural Sciences. An interdisciplianry study of the nature,
history, and philosophy of the natural sciences. Topics covered
will included the nature, scope, and 1limits of "gcientific

mathod;" types of scientific inquiry; the place of mathematics in

18
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modern science; the relationship between modern science and
technology; and the impact of science and technology on modern
culture. [No prerequisites;

5. Health and Physical Education: Introduction to Human

Health and Well-Being. An interdisciplinary study of the theory
and practice of human well-being. The importance of physical
activity and training in the student's attempt to understand him-
or herself as a "whole person" will be emphasized, and the
scientific principles of cardiovascular fitness, weight contrcl,
bodily strength, flexibility, and motor fitness will be
thoroughly discussed. [No prerequisites]

As originally propoced, the "core" courses could have been
team-taught or taught by individual faculty members with general
competence in the areas to be covered.

As it turmed out, however, there was wide (if not
overvhelming) faculty opposition to the introdustion of the
aforementioned "core® curriculum. The prevailing view, in
summary, was that such interdisciplinary theme courses were
inadvisabl: because (1) modern academic learning is specialized
and thus departmentalized, (2) such courses tend to be both
superficial and overly demanding of both students and teachers,
(3) toan-toaching does not usually work out, and (4) there are
too few "gsneralists" capable of teaching competently a properly

organized interdisciplinary theme course. Members of the natural

science and mathematics faculty were particularly insistent in
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dsserting that the only really effective and educationally
meaningful approach to their subjects is through "lab science"
and standard mathematics courses.

Given the general and strong opposition to the "core" courses
listed above, the BCC Committee on General Education decided
against o%&cially proposing the introduction of said courses.
Instead, the Committee proposed that already-existing discipline-
based courses at the college should form the substantive basis of
the new general education program. Thus, it was decided that, in
fulfilling their general education requirements, students must
select from a list of discipline-specific coucses approved for
the purposes of general education (see p. 21, below). De-
scriptions of these (and other) courses can be found in the

Bergen Community College Academic Bulletin.
The policy adopted by BCC as of 1983 is that courses offered

for the purposes of general education should be general in their
orientation rather than highly specialized or vocational in
natuie. Such courses should introduce students to the basic
subject matters and methodologies of broad fields of academic
endeavor in the areas of communications, humanitjies, social
sciences, natural sciences and mathematics, and hLealth and
physical education. Ceneral education courses should aim at
expanding the intollectual and cultural horizons of the student
qua human being, and should not be viewed merely as components of
the student's major field of study. Moreover, as the development

of critical thinking and writing skills is essential to the

20
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student's success in the BCC general education program, the
College's general education courses should provide students with
the opportunity to develop these skills through a variety of
appropriate critical thinking and writing assignments.

The 1list of courses approved for the purposes of general
education at BCC is reviewed and, where necessary, altered each
year under the general supervision of the BCC Coordinating
Committee on General Education Programs (see p. 24, below).

In the view of this writer, the current general education
course list contains courses that are not readily transferable to
four-year colleges and universities (e.g., SPlll, the HP courses,
HS113, HS114, HS121, HS12s6, HS130, HS131, LT205, LT206, LT209,
LT220, 1LT224, MA170, and MA250). Moreover, several of these
courses have not run at BCC in recent years. Such courses should
be eliminated from the general education course list, but faculty

are resistant to such elimination, fearing that it will mark "the

beginning of the end" for their respective disciplines.




COURSES APPROVED FOR GENERAL EDUCATION (1987-88)

The following courses approved for the purposes of general education at Bergen Community College are reg2rd<3 as general education courses at many but aot ull
other colleges and unsversities 1n New Jersey and other states A student who intends to transfer 1nto a bache.or’s d:gree program at another institution of higher learn
ing should consult with his/her academic advisor at Bergen Community College to dertermine which of the foliowing courses will meet general edutation requirements
at the college or university of hus/her chosce.
The general education courses listed below have been approved as of the publication ot this bookiet
The development of critical thinking and writing skills is essential to the student’s success in the Bergen Commuiuty College generai educauon program Therefure the
college’s general education courses will provide students with the opportunity to develop these skiiss through a varety of appronriate criuical thinking and writing
assignments.
COMMUNICATION History Biology
SPIll  Speech Commuanication HS101 Hist West Civil 10 the Reformation *BSI0l General Biology |
WRI0O! English Comp [ HSI2  Hist West Civil since the Reformation *BSI04 Fund Microbiology
WR201 English Comp I HSI0S  Women tn History *BSIO7 Intro 1o Human Bio
HSI06  Hist of Mod Europe to the French Revolution *BS108 Intro to Envir Bio
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION HSK7 Hist of Mod Europe since the French Revolution *BS203 General Biclogy i
HPIOI  Fnds Physical Educ HSIl US History to the Reconstruction
HP201 FPE-EXP-Aerobics HSI2 US History since the Reconstruction Chemistry
HP202 FPE-EXP-Body Cond Male HSI3 History of 20th Century US to Worid War 11 *CHI00 Intro to Chemisiry
HP203 FPE-EXP-Body Cond Female HSI4 History of 20th Century US since World War 11 *CHI12 College Chemiuny
HP204 FPE-EXPYoung & Fit HS21 Modem Asian History *CHWO Gen'i Chemistry |
HP20S FPE-EXP-Swim Cond HS26  Modem African History *CHM1 Gen') Chem 1-Lab
HP206 FPE-EXPWeight Train HSI30  Laun Amenican History to Independence *CH240 Gen i Chem Il
HP207 FPE-EXP-Bike Cond HS1BI Laun American History since Independence *CH241 Gen 1 Chemustry 1l-Lab
HP208 FPE-EXP-40+Fitness HS44  Contemp Amer Issues & Problems
Physics
HUMANITIES Literature *PHI06 Earh-Sc: Meteor-Geol
Fine Arts LT203  World Literature [ *PHI07 Earth-Sci Astron-Ocean
MSI0!  Music Appreciation LT204 world Luterature 1l *PH185 Intro to Physics
MSI07 Music History 1 LT205  English Writers 1 *PH186 General Physics |
MSI08 Music History Il LT206  Engiish Writers 1 *PHI90 Physics |
MSII0 Music, An, & Drama L1209 American Literature *PH286 General Phywice 11
THIO1 Intro to Theatre LT2IS The Black Luterary Voice in America *PH290 Physics 11
VA0l  An Appreciation L1220 Social Aspects of Literature *PH29I Phyaies il
VAI02  Art History through the Renaissance LT224 Topics tn Internanonal Luerature
VAI03 An History since the Renaissance LT228 Women 1n Literawre SOCIAL SCIENCES
Economics
Foreign Languages Philosophy ana Religion ECI01  Macro Econunucs
FLIIO Frenchl PRIOI Intro to Philosophy EC201 Micro Ecunomics
FL200 Frenchll PRIO2 Ethics
FL201 Intermed French | PRIO3  Basic Logic Geography
FL202 Intermed French 1l PRIO4  Topics in Philosophy GEIOl  Geography
FLII Germanl PRI20  Intro to Religion
FL2I0 Germanll PRI2I Religtons of the World Political Science
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SUMMARY OF ilAJOR CHANGES

IN THE BCC GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM, 1982-1987

l. Overall Reform of Program Structures. As a result of the

work of the BCC General Education Committee during the 1982-1983
academic year, the general education components of all BCC degree
and certificate programs were reconstructed in accordance with
the newly promulgated regulations of the New Jersey Board of
Higher Education. As of the fall of 1983, all enrollees in the

college's degree programs were required to take a "broad

distribution of courses" in communications, humanities, social

sciences, naturai sciences and mathematics, .and health and

physical education.

Also as a result of the general education reform of 1982-3,
qﬁudents in all BcC certificate programs are now required to take
'3 credits in English composition and 3-6 credits of gerneral
education in the humanities, the social sciences, the natural
sciences, or mathematics.

2. Social Science Requirements. Prior to 1983, BcC degree
candidates were not required to take general education courses in
the social sciences; but, as of 1983, all of the college's degree
programs require students to elect courses in economics,
geography, political science, psychology, or sociology (with
specific credit and distribution requirements in the social

sciences being determined on a program-by-program basis).
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3. Humanities Requirements. Before 1983. students pursuing

the AA or AS degree at BCC were required to take 3 credits in
either music or art appreciation, 6-8 credits in foreign
languages, 6 credits in history, and 6 credits in literature, for
a total of 21-23 _redits in the humanities. AAS degree candidates
were required to take only 3 credits in either art or music
appreciation. These prescriptive requirements in the humanities
were abolished as of 1983, Under the current BCC general
education program, students in the college's various degree
programs are required to take a distribution of courses in the
humanities, to be selected from a list of approved general
education courses in fine arts, foreign languages, history,

literature, and philosophy and religion. The specific number of
credits required in the humanities and the distribution thereof

are determined on a program-by-program basis (see above, pp. 15).

As a result of the changes effected by the recent general
education reform, humanities requirements were increased in the
college's certificate, AA, and AAS degree programs and decreased
in its AS degree programs.

4. Natural Sciences and Mathematics Requirements. All BCC

AAS degree programs now include a 3-4 credit requirement in

natural sciences or mathematics. Prior to 1983, there was no

such overall'requirement in the college's AAS degree progranms.
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5. AA and AS Degree Tracks. Prior to 1983, BCC offered

single-track AA and AS degree programs. As of 1983, the college
offers a two-track AA degree program (in Liberal Arts and in Fine
and Performing Arts) and a three-track AS degree program (in
Natural Sciences and Mathematics, in Engineering Science, and in
Professional Studies).

6. _The BCC Coordinating Committee on General Education

Programs. Upon completion of its assigned tasks in the spring of
1983, the BCC General Education Committee was dissolved and
reconstituted by President Lopez-Isa as the "BCC Coordinating
Committee on General Education Programs." The Coordinating
Committee, which has been functioning from the fall of 1983 to
the present, was charged by Dr. Lopez-Isa to oversee and
coordinate the many complicated facets of the curricular reform
described herein, to monitor the college's general education
programs from year to year, to make recommendations for improve-
ments in said programs to appropriate college constituencies, and
to report on a regular basis to the president of the collece or
the progress of the college's general education efforts.

7. Writing and Critical Thinking Across the General

Education Curriculum. In the spring of 1986, the BCC Faculty

Senate adopted a proposal from the Coordinating Committee on
General Education Programs calling for the institution of a

program of "Critical Thinking and Effective Writing 'Across the

oo
it




25

General Education Curriculum'." The proposal, as finally approved
by the Faculty Senate and thern by the president nf the college,

was as follows:

RESOLVED:

1, The developme-t of critical thinking and writing
skills is essentiai to the student's success in the BCC
general educaticn progran, Therefore, the college's
general education courses will provide students with the
opportunity to develop these e£kilis through a variety of
appropriate critical thinking and writing assignments.

2. The preceding statement will be added to the
prefatory secticn of the official 1ist of BCC courses
approved for the puryposes of general education.

3. To support the policy expresse: herein, writing
assistance must be available to all students throughout
their educational careers at Bcc, especially after their
completion of their required English composition
courses. This writing assistance service should combine
computer-assisted instructica, word processing, peer

tutoring, faculty tutoring, and collaborative writing
activities.

4. To further support the policy e.pressed herein, a
writing and critical thinking rescurce service must be
available to all faculty. This serv e will provide an
information center on the teaching of “hinking and
writing skills, faculty consultations, class visits, and
workshops designed to help instructors of "content"
courses in their efforts to develop critical thinking
and effective writing skills in the classroom.

5. The BCC faculty and administration should implement

a program consistent with the preceding paragraphs 3.

and 4. as of or before the fall semester of 1986.

The BCC program of critical thinking and effective writing

across the general education curriculum, now in its second year

of implementation, will require much institutional svnrort and

careful monitoring and supervision if i~ is t« be successful.
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ENROLIMENT PATTERNS IN THE BCC GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

At the outset and throughout the early stages of the general
education reform at BCC, many faculty members expressad strong
apprehensions as to what effect the reform might have on
enrollments in various disciplines and courses. The table
presented on the following five pages is a survey of enrollment
patterns at BCC in the five Ggeneral education areas
(communications, the humanities, the social sciences, the natural
sciences and mathematics, and health and physical education) from
the fall of 1979 through the spring of 1987. Only the total
number of sections in those curricular areas during the years
specified have been tabulated. Except for the last (eleventh)
column in the table (which shows the average class sizes of the
curricular areas listed for the 1986-87 academic year), average
sizes of sections in the five areas surveyed have not been
tabulated. Where appropriate, the table also includes
enrcllments by section in non-general education courses in the
areas listed during the 1979-1987 period. Column 9 shows the
nercentages of increase or decrease of sections running in the
various curricular areas listed during the period from the
1979-80 academic year through the 1982-83 acade%ic year; and
column 10 shows the percentages of increase or decrease of
sections running in the same areas from the 1982-83 academic year

throcugh the 1986-87 academic year.




COMBBICAYIONS  1979-00 1904-01

Eatlinh € iti
mn 130
204 9

22

Seaech
sMn 57

WAMILIES 1973-8¢

Eine_irts
Genaral Education

asin 4“
asi1e
b4 111} |
L /11 53
vii102
we —
98
Other
8s 24
11 10
/] A
8
Totals 179

Eorsign langpages
Genaral
Education 78
Other N
Totals 108

1901-62
128 12
B2 /]
20 a0
67 7

1900-81  191-62
2 .3
| |
19 EL
M
1 %
0 8
A8 A
87 7
169 159
61 60
6 5
67 65

3tzciusive of suaner sessions.

REGISTRATION PATTERDS, 1979-1967%

(by sections)

1902-83  1903-84 1904-05 1985-8¢
149 125 112 112
R )] 7 B4 52
229 a7 196 194

" (4] 76 68
1962-63 1903-84 1964-85 1985-86
3 26 20 2!

| 2

L} 2 4 6
7 23 2

1 2

— — .| 3
70 55 50 85
2 26 32 37
8 13 8 6
3 i il £9
86 113 i1 108
156 168 161 163
56 47 53 149
7 | 2 |
63 48 55 50

#3]acludes snall-sizo sections of Cborws, Orchestra, and Piano cosrses.

.41, 1905-07; ~143, 1984-07; -18%, 1983-87,

28

AVEMGE
RERCENTAGE CRADGE  CLASS SIZE

190607 1979-92/3 1982-86/7  1986-07
10 s 88 -2 2.7
) N ST 20.6
186 st -198 22.4
6 o258 -3 23.9

AVEMGE

PERCEDTAGE COADCE  CLASS SIZF

1906-07  1979-02/3 1982-06/7  1906-871

2 -308 -298 29.7
2 i i 2.5
9 ] +8008 (1) 4.8
20 -283 -473 3.6
3 7]} i 17.7
| 77} 1 71} 3.7
59 -293 -163 28.4
3 -8 +643 6208
4 -208 -508 13.8
b3 +198 + 98 16.7
10 + 63 4173 12.8
163 -238 + 51 18.2
52 -283 -7 18.6
1 -m -863 1.0
53 -421 -163 18.5




AVERAGE
REFCENTAGE CBADGE CLASS S1ZF

IOMBITIES 1979-08  1986-81 1981-02 1982-83 1983-24 1964-85 1905-86 1966-07 1974-82/3 1902-86/7  1986-97
Bistory

Genaral

Education 107 100 105 92 93 83 72 73 -143 =218 A5

Other 17 1 8 17 3 7 6 3 0 -821 17.7

Totals 124 119 113 109 96 90 70 76 -123 -308 2.3
Litsratars

General

Edocation 4 34 7 36 15 17 20 28 -258 =221 a4

Other 13 8 6 1 | 14} Vi 12.0

Totals 48 34 37 36 28 ] 26 29 -251 -19% 22.7

General

Edocation 11 10 it 11 15 18 29 3 0 +227% 2.8

Otber | | 0 | 17 | TH i

Totals 1" 10 14 it 15 19 3 36 0 +2273 2.8
BUBADITIES TOTALS

General Ed. 342 385 287 265 225 7] 225 246 =238 -7 24.6

Jther ice 104 8 110 130 129 122 198 -143 -2 12.7

Total 470 489 376 n 355 350 47 354¢ -208 - 63 21.8

$228, 1985-97,
o)
BEST COPY AVAILABLE




AVERAGE
RERCENVAGE CBADGE  CLASS SIZF
SOCIAL SCIERCES  1979-80 1%0r-81 1981-82 1902-83 1983-84 1904-85 1905-86 1986-87 1979-02/3 1982-06/7  1986-87
Econpeics
Gereral
Education 17 19 19 19 2? 30 30 1) +128 +538 2.3
Other ¢ 2 2 2 3 1 | 2 -663 08 (C0-0P) 1.0
Totals %] 2 20 21 30 3N 3 k)| - 91 +493 4.7
Geography
Gereral
Edwcation 2 é 8 i Wi 30.5
Other 0 0 0 | 171 | 1]} Wi
Totals 2 6 8 | I/ £/4 30.5
Political Scisace
General
Education 13 13 1 1 12 14 14 13 =158 +108 a9
Other 2 | i 0 | 1] [} | 1]
Totals 13 13 10 1} 14 15 15 13 -158 +108 2.9
Paxchology
Gereral
Edwcatios 52 50 53 6 66 70 66 68 +213 .8 28.6
Otber 9 39 37 37 37 39 33 3% =218 -3 18.0
Totals 9 89 9 100 103 109 99 104 .18 + 43 24.9
Sociology
General
Education 3 32 35 39 L 7] 51 49 53 [} +368 26.1
Other 13 14 15 9 14 12 é 11 -313 +228 .5
Totals 52 4% 50 4 56 63 54 64 -128 +398 5.1
SOCI4L_SCIENCES TOTALS
Cezaral Ed. 121 114 116 132 147 167 164 in + 9 +308 270
Other K’ -] 5 48 56 5 4 49 =278 .28 17.9
Total i9? 169 17 170 203 220 205 20 -9 +291 i )
803008, 1904-1987. 30 BEST COPY AVAILABLE




Geaeral

Education 64

Other 27

Totals 9
Biology

Geseral

Edwcation 52

Otber 81

Totals 133
Chenistry

Ganeral

Education 35

Other 2

Totals 56
Dhysics

General

Edecation 2

Other 2

Totals 2
ML SCIEKCES ATD

Geseral Ed. 17

Other k]|

Total 302

59
20

M

L)
76

"7

3

20

16

268

59

A

L }]

n

108

50

13

2%

M
2

121

3

36

Pl

2

166

120

82

32

114

£y

52

89

32

12

4

19

8

170

267

32

36

19

33
19

52

173

24

MINRAL_SCIEKCES
AR CATIEBMTECS  1979-8%  1909-01 1981-02 1962-03 1983-04 1964-09 1905-06 1986-67
Bathematice & Compatar Sciance (esclusive of cosrses in developnental mathematics)?

8

%

132

LE]

37

L]

49

2

4

196

25

o s98 ¢ 38
a7 568 118
120 238 468
4 a1 e
% 28 4%
7% 201 -2
35 3 -3
2 -58  -908
1 o -3
2 -0 o8
2 S8 =508
2 " "
176 -3 .6t
i -3 -
%3 -3 -
BEST COPY AVAILABLE

PERCEDTAGE CRABGE

SVERIGE

CLASS SIZE
1973-02/3 1902-06/1  1904-07

4.9

13.6

20.2

24.0

18.5

2.4

16.6

15

17.6

2.2

13.0

2.4

2.2

16.1

20.2

| SThere nere 6,633 stadests earolled in Bathesatics and Computer Science cosrses at ICC in 1986-87. 4,102 of these mere
; earolled in developaencal (remedial) Bathenatics cosrses; 1,941 mere earolled in general education Uathenatics and Compater
} G'iei.ueo cosrses; and 640 mare esroiled in nor-general education Datbematics and Coapater Sciemce comrses.

IToxt Provided by ERI

- ERIC

31




IEALIL ALY AVERAGE

PRYSICAL RERCERTACE DADGE  CLASS SIZF

EDNCATION 1973-00  1900-01  1901-02 1982-0) 1903-04 1904-05 1905-06 1906-87 1979-82/3 1982-06/1  1986-87
Gereral
Edscation

ma 101 97 9% 9 89 87 78 75 -3 =238 28.¢

FPE Covrsea {75 143 15 uz A A3 4 K1) -338 -608 24.0

7% 240 209 215 129 130 122 122 -2 433 %.9

Other 2 16 21 24 03 62 48 53 -8 +1218 20,2

Totals 30 256 230 239 212 192 170 175¢ =213 -e78 249

3433, 1985-87,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

| ERIC 32




32

REGISTRATION PATTERNS, 1979-87: INTERPRETIVE COMMENTS

The foregoing table on registration patterns by section in
the five general education areas during the 1979-87 period is the
basis for the following analysis.

Communications

During the 1979-82/3 period, there was a 4% increase in the
number of English Composition I and II sections running at BCC;
whereas, during the 1982-86/7 period, the number of English
Composition I anq II sections declined by 19%. The number of
sectione of SPl11 Speech Communication running at BCC increased
by 25% during the 1979-82/3 period; and the number of sections of
SP111 declined by 3% during the 1982-86/7 period.

As the general education raform of 1°232-84 did not change the
degree or certificate English composition requirements that had
prevailed prior to 1983, it would appear that the 19% decline in
the number of English Composition I and II sections running
during the 1982-86/7 period cannot be attributed to changes in
the conllege's general education programs. That decline may be
reflective of general enrollment trends during the period in
question and may be partially a result of state and BCC policies
requiring larée numbers of students to complete remedial courses
in English before taking college-level .omposition courses.

The 1982~84 general education reform did result in a decline

in the number of AAS degree programs requiring students to take
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SPl1l, which may have caused or contributed to the leveling off
and slight decline in the number of sections of SP11l1 running
during the 1982-86/7 pericd.

Humanities

Enrollments by section in humanities general education
courses declined by 23% during the 1979-82/3 period and by 7%
during the 1982-86/7 period: and enrollments by section in
non-general education courses in the humanities declined by 14%
during the 1979-82/3 period and by 2% during the 1982-86/7
period. Overall enrollments by section in the humanities
declined by 20% from 1979 to 1982/3 and by 6% from 1982 to
1986/7. It 1is therefore probable that the general education
reform of 1982-84 had the effect of slowing the general rates of
decline in BCC's humanities offerings in recent years.

The new BCC general education program also appears to have
slowed the rates of decline in the numbers of sections of general
education courses running in the fine arts (-29% during the
1973-82/3 period; -16% during the 1982-86/7 period), foreign
languages (-28% during the 1979-82/3 period; <-7% during the
1982-86/7 period), ana literature (-25% during the 1979-82/3
period; -22% during the 1982-86/7 period). Overall enrollments
by section in'ggrcigg languages declined by 42% before and by 16%
after the 1982-84 general education reform. In literature, the
overall rates of decline were 25% before and 19% after the

1982-84 reform. Overall enrol ments by section in the fine arts
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declined by 23% before and increased by 5% after the 1982-84
gsneral education reform. The latter increase is a result of
expanded enrollments in non-general education music and visual
arts (commercial art) courses and programs.

It should also be noted that overall enrocllments by section

in BCC humanities courses increased by 2% between 1985 an2 1987.

The number of sections of general. education courses in the

humanities increased *y 9% during the same period.

Enrollments by section in BCC history courses declined by 12%
between 1979/80 and 1982/3 and went into an even more pPrecipitous
decline after the new BCC general education program went into
effect (-30% during the 1982-86/7 period). The latter decline
was mitigated to some extent by the introdw:tion of GEl01
Geography as one of the college's general education offerings in

the Social Sciences. GE101 has been a very successful course

offering and has been taught by members of the BcC history
faculty. Eight sections of GE101 ran during the 1986-1987
academic hear, representing an increase of 300% between 1984 and
1987. If the successful sections of GEiOl are added to the total
number of sections running in history during the past three
years, then the rate of decline in the number of sections taught
by members of the BCC history faculty during the 1982-86/7 period
vas only 23% (which is still, however, a matter of concern for
the college's historians).

Prior to 1983, the college's offerings in philosophy and
religion were not included in the BcC general education program
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(see above, pp. 4-5). As a result of the general education
reform of 1982-84, philosophy and religion was included as one of
the five humanities areas from which students may choose
electives that will satisfy the general education requirements of
their respective degree or certificate programs (see above, pp.
5, 7-17). Thus, while enrollments by section in the college's
philosophy and religion courses had remained unchanged during the
1979-82/3 period, the number of sections in that discipline area
increased from eleven in 1982/3 to thirty-six in 1986/7, an

increase of 227%.

Social Sciences

The number of sections of general education courses in the
social sciences increased by 9% between 1979/80 and 1982/3, while
overall enrollments by section in the social sciences declined by
9%. Since the general education reform of 1982-84, general
education and overall enrollments by section in the social
sciences have increased by 30% and by 2%, respectively.

Social Science disciplines that had suffered declines in the
total number of sections offered during the 1979-82/3 period
(economics, -9%; political science, -15%; and sociology, ~12%)
have experienced increases in enrollments by section during the
1982-86/7 pc}iod (economics, +48%; political science, +18%; and
sociology, +39%).

Enrollments by secticn in general education courses in

psychology increased bv 1§ between 1979/80 and 1982/3, but by
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only 8% during the 1982-86/7 period. However, the rate of
dacline in enrollments by section in non-general education
courses in psychology was 21% during the 1979-82/3 period and
only 3% during the period from 1982/3 to 1986/7. Overall
enrollments by section in the psychology area increased by 1%
during the 1979-82/3 period and by 4% during the 1982-86/7
period.

As noted earlier, GE101 Geography was introduced as one of
the college's general education offerings in the social sciences
subsequent “o the general education reform of 19€2-84. Two
sections of the cou.se ran in 1984-85; six sections ran in
1985-86; and eight sections ran in 1986-87. 1In 1986-87, the
average class size of GE1l01 was 30.5 students. It is clear that
at least ten sections of the course would run each year

(exclusive of summe sessions) if that number was offered.

Natural Scieices and Mathematics

The number of sections of general education courses in the
natural sciences and mathematics declined by 3% during the
1979-82/3 period and increased by 6% during the 1982-86/7 period,
possibly as a result of the general education reform of 1982-84.
Overall enrollments by section in natural science and mathematics
courses decilned by 3% during the 1979-82/3 period and by 11%
during the 1982-86/7 period, a2 continuint trend that is probably
based on the reduction of enrollments in the college's Allied

Health programs. Enrollments by section in non-general education
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courses in biology fell off by 23% between 1979/80 and 1982/3 and
by 42% between 1982/3 and 1986/7. During the same periods, the
number of sections of non-general education courses in chemistry
decreased by 5% and 90%, respectively.

Enrollments by section in physics have remained essentially
constant throughout the 1979-1987 period.

Enrollments by section in mathematics and computer science

general education courses increases by 19% during the 1979-82/3
period and by 3% during the 1982-86/7 period, and overall
enrollments by section in that area increased by 33% during the
1979-82/3 period and by 6% during the 1982-86/7 period. Although
the rates of iﬁcrease in the numbers of seétions running in
mathematics and computer science have been 1lower during the
latter period, the mathematics and computer science program

appears quite healthy at this time.

Health and Physical Education

Enrollments in the BCC health and physical education program
have been declining steadily over the past eight years. The
general education reform of 1982-84, which reduced the
college-wide requirement in health and physical education from
four to three credits, gave added impetus to the aforesaid
decline. Between 1979/80 and 1982/3, overall enrollments by
section in the college's health and physical education courses
declined by 21% (22% in general education courses); the rate of

decline between 1982/3 and 1986/7 was 27% (43% in general
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However,
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overall enrollments by section in

health and physical education increased by 3% during the 1985-87

period.

Average

Class Sizes

The largest average class sizes of general education courses

were in the following disciplinary areas:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
The
were in
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Geography

Music

Visual Arts
Philosophy & Religion
Psychology

Health & Phys. Ed.
Economics

Sociology

30.5
29.1
29.1
28.8
28.6
26.9
26.3

26.1

students per

students per
students per
students per
students per
students per
students per

students per

section
section
section
section
section
section
section

section.

smallest average class sizes of general education courses

the following disciplinary areas:

English Comp. I & II
Political science
Physics

Foreign Languages
Chemistry

22.4
21.9
21.2
18.6
16.6
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A _MAJOR FROBLEM:
C (o] GE STUDENTS AND THE DEMANDS OF GENERAI, EDUCATION

The institution of a serious and effective general education
program at the ~ommunity college leve. is difficult (some would
say impossible), given the educational background of the average
community college student. The average community college stu-
dent 1is not ready for a ri‘ygorous college-level program of study
in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. Such
a progranm will inevitakly demand a high level of intellectual
activity; it will include an emphasis on the theory and practice
of disciplined, systematic, and critical inquiry:; it will re-
quire the study of sophisticated and therefore difficult litera-
ture; and it will focus on the logical analysis, clarification,
and evaluation of the "big questions" and "great ideas" in the
history of human thought. But the average community college stu-
dent reads and writes at the fourth, fifth, sixth, or seventh
grade 1level, has a very limited vocakulary, experiences great
difficulty with seventh grade arjithmetic and even greater d..ffi-
culty with high school algebra, and performs less well than the
average four-year college freshman on the Watson-Glaser Critical
Thinking Appraisal (a 52.80 raw score, which places him in the
45th percentile among lower-division college studants who have

been subjected to the Watson-Glaser test).
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Moreover, the average community college student (even after
completing remedial and college-level courses in English composi-
tion) is deficient in effective study and research skills, is
not particularly interested in reading and writing, and does not
know how to write essays, book reviews, or research papers; he
fears and "hates" mathematics and finds discussions and demons-
trations of 1logical methods and "critical thinking" techniques
bewildering and almost impossible to employ in his own "1ife-
world."

The average community college student wants the college to
equip him w.ch "marketable vocational skills" that will 2nable
him to get an adequately-paying job soon (i.e., within the next
two or three years) and/or to offer him a course of studies that
will permit him to transfer to and survive at a four-year col-
lege or university in the near future (again, within the next
two or three years).

Remedial (or so-called "developmental") programs in basic
linguistic and mathematical skills have now become a central fea-
ture of American higher educatioan--at both four-year and two-
yYear institutions. More and more students deficient in the ba-
sic skills associated with reading, writing, speaking, logical
thinking, and mathematical procedures are coming to college.
£ve)r after being subjected to the aforesaid remedial programs,
too many contemporary college students remain ill-equipped with
the basic tools of learning. Thus, community college instruc-
tors in the major college-level subject matters (history, litera-

ture, philosophy, the sccial sciences, mathematics, the natural
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sciences, etc.) find 4ll too often that they are spending a
great deal of their course time teaching the fundamentals, not
oy their subject matters, but of basic literacy.

Such instructors find that they must make every effort to
select reading materials, whether primary or secondary, that are
at Jeast close to their students' average reading comprehension
level and to plan class sessions so that the required readings
can be discussed at length and in some depth in class. Techni-
cal terminology and concepts must either be avoided or very care-
fully defined and repeatedly reviewed. Instructors in general
edication courses cannot assume that their students are familiar
with the techniques of academic research and writing, but, in
pursuit of the goals of general education, such instructors must
require students to do a substantial amount of expository and
critical writing in response the material presented in their
courses. However, writing assignments and tests must be formu-
lated with the utmost simplicity, clarity, and specificity. cCom-
munity college students seem to require a great deal of specific
and detailed information concerning exactly what their teachers
expect of them, with reference ‘o both reading and writing
assignments.

The community college instructor in a college-level general
educatoﬁ course can therefore take nothing for granted concern-

ing her students' vocabularies, their comprehension of concepts,

or their readiness for college-level f@adinq and writing--or for




reading and writing per se! To stand a chance of being success-
ful in teaching at the community college level, the instructor
must make herself ready and wiiling to get "back to basics" and
to build from "Ground Zero"--an extremely difficult assignment
for subject-matter college teachers with o special training in
and perhaps little aptitude or .iking for the teaching of basic
learning skills such as reading, writing, or elementary and sec-

cndary school mathematics.

CONCLUSION

The BCC genéral education reform described'in the foregoing
review has been, on the whole, itighly successful. Tha program
offers students--especially those in the college's transfer (AA
and AS degree) programs--a corprehensive educational program
based on a subst:atia! zore of general educat sn requirements in
communications, the aumanities, the social sciences, the natural
sciences and mathematics, and health and physical education.

Students who fcllow the mrescriptions and options offered by
the BCC general ecducation program will expand significantly
their opportunities to be come generally educated citizens of a
constitutional republic and will find that transfer from BCC to
four-year colleges and universities is facilitated by their ad-
herence to tihis college's transfer program requirements. Stu-

dents in the college's non-transfer (AAS degree and certificate)
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programs are given the opportunity to make at least some pro-

gress toward the goal of becoming generally educated persons, al-
though the 1latter programs offer only minimal support to those
pursuing that goal.

The BCC general education program will have to be reviewed
carefully and critically on a regular basis and will require
close supervision and coordination if it is to continue as a

successful (and perhaps the) central dimension of the college's

overall institutional mission.
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