ED 296 455
TITLE

INSTITUTION

SPONS AGENCY
PUB DATE
CONTRACT
NOTE

PUUB TYPE
EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS
IDENTIFI: R

ABSTRACT

r!-"'--'--F----------------n----:

DOCUMENT RESUME
EA 020 114

Public Opinion about Kentucky School Boards: Results
of a Statewide Survey. A Joint Study.

Appalachia Educational Lab., Charleston, W. Va.;
Kentucky School Boards Association, Frankfort.;
Kentucky Univ., Lexington. Survey Research Center.
Office of Educational Research and Improvement (ED),
washington, DC.

Nov 87

400-86-0001

63p.; Portions of Appendix C may be marginally
legible.

Reports - Research/Technical (143) —--
Tests/Evaluation Instruments (160)

MF01/PC03 Plus Postage.

*Boards cf Education; *Elections; Elementary
Secondary Education; *Parent Participation; *Public
Opinion; *School Support; Surveys

*Kentucky; *Telephone Surveys

A random telephone survey was conducted in July 1987

as part of a collaborative effort by the Kentucky School Board
Association and the Appalachia Educational Laboratory to discover the
public's perceptions about the local school board's role. Survey
qguestions, fielded by trained and supervised interviewers, also
addressed public opinions about the quality of Kentucky public
schools. The survey represents a cross-section of the state,
includinag five main regions (Appalachia, Bluegrass, Northern
Kentucky, Louisville and environs, and Western Kentucky).
Interviewees included adults from urban and rural areas, either
working or not working, representing a wide range of educational
experience, and including parents of school aged children as well as
those without children in school. Of the 473 respondents, 54 percent
were female and 46 percent were male. Most were lifetime Kentucky
residents, and two-thirds lived in rural communities or small towns.
Findings show that 70 percent of respondents would like local school
boards to have more decision-making influence than at present. A full
75 percent said they had never received any information or
communication from their school board; the same number depended on
the news media for this information. Also, 48 percent said they had
voted in the previous fall's board elections. People's reasons for
not voting included not being registered, not being interested, not
having children in school, or not having enough information. Among
those voting, the 25-40 age group had the highest proportion of
school-age children, but were not more likely to have voted than
other groups. People over 41 were more likely to vote in school
elections, tended to express more trust in their local school boards,
and gave their schools a higher grade. One conclusion is that
increased parental involvement with schools is necessary. Included
are four references and appendices containing the survey instrument,
responses, and survey results dissemination data. (MLH)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In a statewide survey on public schools and school boards, most
Kentuckians (70 percent) would like to see local school boards have more
influence in decisionmaking than they have now. Of those polled, six
percent feel school boards should have the same amount of control as they
do now, while 14 percent feel local boards should have less influence.

Of those surveyed, 75 percent said they had never received any
informatioa or communication from their local school board. Most people
(nearly 75 percent) said they get their information about actions of
their local school boards from the news media.

According to the survey results, 48 percent said they had voted in
school board elections last fall. Among reasons they gave for not voting
were: not being registered, not interested, not having children in
school, or not having enough information.

Among those voting, the age group (25-40 years) with the highest
proportion of school-age children were not more likely to have voted.

People over 41 years are more likely to vote in school board electionms,

according to their self-reports:

Over 65 years 51.3% voted
41-65 63.3% voted
25-40 44.4% voted
24 and under 17.8% voted

Consistent with a Bluegrass State Poll in the Louisville area

reported in The Courier Journal in August, the most positive ratings

about public schools came from parents with children in public schools

and from people without a college education.



In the KS8BA poll, there also was a tendency for older respondents to
express more trust in their local school boards and to give their local
schools a higher grade. Females were more likely to give the schools an
"A", while males were more likely to give them a “B",

The random telephone gsurvey was conducted in July 1987 for the
Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) by the University of Kentucky
Survey Research Center. KSBA and the Appalachia Educational Laboratory
(AEL) cosponsored the study as part of a collaborative effort to find out
the public's perceptions about the role of the local school board.

Survey questions also addressed public opinions about the quality o€
schools in Kentucky.

The telephone interviewe£s were trained and supervised. The margin
of error for the survey was plus or minus 4.5 percentage points at the 95
percent confidence interval. This means that results should not vary

more than 4.5 percentage points in 95 out of 100 administrations of the

survey.
The survey represents a cross section of the state. The five main
regions represented include Appalachia, Bluegrass, Northern Kentucky,
Louisville and contiguous counties, and Western Kentucky. Adults (over
18) from urban and rural areas, male and female, working and not working,
and with a range of educational experience were interviewed. Parents of
school-age children as well as those without children in school were
polled. Of tke 473 respondents, 54 percent were female and 46 percent
were male. Most (70 percent) were lifetime rcsidents of Kentucky. About

two-thirds of the respondents live in rural communities or small towns.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

The Kentucky School Buards Association (KSBA) did a general needs
assessment of its members in 1985 for long-range‘planning and identifi-
cation of any new services needed. One of the top concerns expressed was
the need for help in developing local district cummunity relations
programs. KSBA members felt that m~»st citizens do not understand the
role of school boards. Board members were also interested in knowing
what their constituents think about *he job Kentucky schools and school
boards are doing.

Working with a public relations consultant, KSBA developed and
adopted a community relations plan in 1986. The plan is designed to
educate the public about the role of school boards and to improve public
opinion about school boards. The community relations plan was presented
to the KSBA membership in regional meetings (fall 1986). Some thirty-six
school boards enrolled in the program that first year. An orientation
meeting for those boards was conducted in conjunction with the KSBA
Statewide Annual Conference in February 1987.

As part of this long-range effort, KSBA decided to do a statewide
survey to find out about perceptions of and current knowledge about
schonl boards. Witk this information, the community relations program
cen be tailored to meet the concerns and needs expressed by citizens
throughout Rentucky.

The Appalachia Educational Laboratory's (AEL) School Governance and

Administration program provided support and technical assistance. The

-
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AEL gtaff assisted the KSBA Board of Directors in identifying the major
topics for questions to be included on a statewide survey. AEL also
provided a senior associate, Dr. Bill Braden, to work with the University
of Kentucky Survey Research Center in developing the questionnaire,

conducting the survey, and analyzing and reporting the data.

Purpose

The purpose of the survey was to find out the public's perceptions

about the role of the local school board and the jobs their schools and

school boards are doing.

The information will be used to tailor the KSBA's community
relations program to meet the needs identified by citizens throughout
Fentucky. KSBA further plans to use the survey results in its efforts to
keep the public informed about school boards and education issues. In
fact, through a planned, statewide release of information about the
survey results, KSBA has already begun this process of better educating
Kentucky's citizens about school boards. Information from the survey has

been made available to local school boards and administrators for their

use in planning.

Hethodologz

The Survey Research Center of the University of Kentucky conducted
interviews with 473 residents of Kentucky (aged 18 and over) between July 7
and July 20, 1987. 1Interviews were conducted by trained personnel working
under supervision. A monitoring device was used to ensure that interviews

were conducted in accordance with prescribed procedures.
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Random-digit dialing was used so that all residential telephone
numbers in Kentucky would have an equally likely chance of being called.
The error rate for sample estimates for Kentucky is #4.5 percentage points
&t the 95 percent confidence interval. This means that results should not

vary more than 4.5 percentage points in 95 out of 100 administrations of

-

the survey.

Of the eligible respondents for the survey, 22.3 percent refused to be
interviewed. Some others were persistently unavailable, cut of town for
the duration of the survey, or seriously ill. The final completion rate
was 60.4 percent. For general population surveys, completion rates of 55

to 65 percent are typical.




SURVEY RESULTS

In this section of the report, responses to the KSBA survey are
reported. The results are divided intc three major categories: opinions
about local school boards, opinions about schools in Kepntucky, and
demographics. A copy of the survey instrument can be found in Appendix A.
The reader should refer to the survey tor the exact wording of specific

questions.

Local School Boards

Most of the questions on the survey asked people their opinions about
« local school boards. The results are reported below by question.

Questions 8 and 8a. Less than half (48 percent) report that they

voted in the last school board election race. Pzople gave many reasons for
not having voted, including the following:

: 19.2%2 not registered to vote
12.0% not interested
7.7% no children in school
6.0%Z too busy

4.7% not enough information about the race
40.6% cther
9.8%7 don't know

Question 9. People report being satisfied with the job their local
school boards are doing. Nearly two-thirds are either very satisfied or
somewhat satisfied. The responses were as follows:

19.5%2 very satisfied

48.12 somewhat satisfied
14.22 somewhat dissatisfied
8.3% very dissatisfied
10.02 don't know

b
(D)




Question 15. In a similar question, people report they have high
trust and confidence in their local school boards. They describe their
level of trust as follows:

15.0%2 very high
47.8% high
17.52 1low

7.2% very iow

1.92 not high, not low
10.6% don't know

Questions 10 and 10a. Twenty-eight percent cf Kentuckians report

having attended & school board meeting. They gave various reasons for
having attended. Of those who had attended, nearly one-third (28.7
percent) named general interest, curiosity, to observe, and to become
involved as reasons for having attended a meeting. Another 15 percent
attended because of issues of redistricting, school closings, merging, or
busing. An additional 15 percent attended because of personnel issues such
as hiring, firing, raises, etc.

Question 1l. Seventy-five percent of those responding to the survey
said they had never received any information or communication frew their
local school boards.

Question 12. Most people (74.4 percent) learn significant amounts of
informa*ion about the actions of their local school boards from the news
media. Sources of information are listed below, in descending order of
importance. (People could answer "Yes" to any or all of the following as

sources of information about school boards.)

74.4% the news media

48.12 friends

32.92 teachers

31.82 neighbors

28.12 cable television

27.12 relatives other than own children
26.52 school principal

[, ey e Oty @ Sy 00 gaaama




24,62 school board member
17.32 children

17.2% school superintendent
11.7% school bus driver
8.7% school secretary
5.12 s8chool custodian

Question l4. Most Kentuckians (70 percent) would like to see local
school boards have more influence than they now have. Fourteen percent
believe local school boards should have less influence; six pezcent feel it
should stay the same; and nearly 10 percent had no opinion. These opinions
are consistent with the national trend, according to the 1986 Gallup Poll,
in which 57 percent of those polled wanted more influesnce from the local
board.

Question 16, Over half of thoge polled (59 percent) think school
board members should be paid a salary for their services. About 10 percent
had no opinion.

Question 17. People believe that school board members have important
responsibilities. Given a list of nine school board responsibilities, and
asked to rate each as very important, somewhat important, not very
important, or not at all important, 90 percent rated all nine as at least
somewhat important, (See Table 1l.)

Question 19. The survey had two open~ended questions about school
boards. When asked what they believe is the best thing about their local
school board, people in the survey (N=108) made comments that school board
members are doing the best they can, they are nice people, they are

(Comments are

concerned, and they try to get things done for schools.

listed in Appendix B.)




Table 1

Perceived Importance of School Board Responsibilities

Very Somewhat Not Very Kot at Don't
Responsibility Imp. Imp. Imp. All Imp. Know
Keep community informed 85.3 11.7 0.6 0.2 2.1
Maintain relationship with 80.0 16.3 0.8 0.2 2.5
superintendent
Evaluate superintendent 76.9 16.6 0.8 0.2 2.5
Tell adminictrators about 76.0 18.0 1.7 0.2 4.0
community concerns
Select superintendent 73.0 19.5 1.7 0.2 4.0
Set learning goals 71.5 21.0 3.6 1.5 2.3
Approve system budget 70.5 22.3 1.5 1.1 4.7
Establish policies 70.4 24.0 1.7 0.6 3.2
Conduct long-range planning 67.4 23.4 4.7 1.7 2.§ .

Question 20. In response to & question about the worst thing about
their board, many people had no answer. Of those who replied to the
question, the most frequent answer had to do with members not being
qualified and the board being too political (N=63). (See responses in

Appendix B.)

Local Schoole

Question 4. Most people in the sample (90.3 percent) believe they
would feel welcome if they were to visit a local public school. Only 5.5

prercent would not feel welcome; 4.2 percent did not know.

P Y




Question 5. One-half of the respondents (49.7 percent) reported
having visited a school during the previous 12 months. The purpose of
their visits were reported as follows:

5.72 parent organization |
5.3% teacher conference

4.4% athletic event

3.8% school-related meeting
0.8% non-school related meeting |
20.7% other

8.92 combination of reasons |

Question 6. People were asked about ways to improve the quality of
education. For each of the following eight items, they were asked if it
would be very important, somewhat importamt, not very important, or not
at a1l important in improving the quality of education in their local
community. All eight items were rated by 85.4 percent as at least
somewhat important. The items are listed in order of importance, with
percentages responding indicated in Table 2.

Question 7. About one-third of the respondents (30.5 percent) would
contact the school principal first if they had a question or suggestion
about their local public schools. Others would first contact:
superintendent (28.6 percent), a school board member (16.3 percent),
other (11.9 percent), teacher (5.1 percent), or school secretary (0.2

percent).

Question 13, People believe it is important to have information

gbout their local public schools. For each of six types of information,
people answered if it was very important, somewhat important, mot very
important, or not at all important *o know about. Eighty-two percent

thought it was at -least somewhat important to receive information about

all six areas of information. They especially want more information

about the school curriculum and local school board decisions. (See Table 3.)

7
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Question 18, The survey had one open-ended question about local
schools. In r;3ponse to the question, "What is the most important thing
you think your local schools should be doing that they aren't doing
now?", there were many suggestions made. By far, the largest number of
comments (N=72) had to do with student academic achievement--broadening
the curricuium, demanding more, expecting more, etc. Other categories
included hiring better teachers (N=33); helping with problems such as
drugs, sex, counseling, etc. (N=32); providing the community with more
information (N=29); increasing parent involveme ~ (N=19); and improving
student attendance and discipline (N=26). (Coa.ats are listed in

Appendix B.)

Table 2

Perceived Importance for Improved Quality of Education

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at Don't

Itenm Imp. Imp. Imp. All Imp. Know
Help for students with 89.4 8.2 0.2 1.1 1.1
problems
More parent involvement 82.0 14.2 2.1 0.2 1.5
Development of students' 75.1 18.0 2.1 0.4 4.4
critical thinking ability
More information on how . 72.9 22.0 2.5 0.2 2.3
taxes spent
Stricter qualifications for 68.6 19.9 4.7 1.1 5.7
scheol board members
Hore uunderstanding of role 62.6 29.6 3.4 0.8 3.6
of school board
More local decisionmaking 58.4 28.3 5.1 1.5 6.8
More accessible board members 53.7 31.7 4.9 2.5 7.2

| LKW
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Table 3

Perceived Importance of Having Information
About Public Schools

Very Somewhat Not Very Not at Don't
Type of Information Imp. Tap. Imp. All Imp. Know
School curriculum 70.2 17.5 5.7 1.5 5.1
School board actions 64.1 26.8 3.2 1.3 4.7
School budget 63.3 26.8 6.2 1.7 2.1
Student test scores ) 58,5 25.6 8.5 1.9 5.5
Adult education programs 56.9 33.5 6.2 0.8 2.5
Teacher salaries 48.1 34.1 12.3 4.0 1.5

Questions 23 and 24. Yhen Kentuckians were asked to grade the

schools, parents respunded more positively than non-parents.

Table 4

Local Public Schoola' Grades, As Perceived
By Parents and Non-Parents

Grade Given School Public School Parents Non-Parents
] A 33.7 18.8
B 37.6 35.0
J c 19.9 23.5
D 6.1 : 5.8
F 1.7 3.2

Don't Know 1.1 13.7
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Demographics

Of the 473 Kentucky residents intervieved, 54 percent were female; 46
percent were male. Interviews were conducted primarily in the afternoon
and evening between July 7 and July 20, 1987,

Question 1. Most of the respondents (70 percent) were lifetime
residents of the state. All but 7 percent have lived in Kentucky 10 or
more years. These data compare favorably to 1980 census data, which report
that 79 percent of Kentucky residents were porn in the state.

Question 2. Roughly two-thirds of survey respondents live in rural or
8mall town communities. About one-third live in suburban and city areas.
Kentucky citizens described their communities in the following way:

14.6% <rural area, farm
16,54 rural area, non-faim
35.6% small town

14,2% suburb

18.4% city

Question 3. Respondents live in 81 different counties in the state.

Question 21. A little over half (51 percent) of the respondents have
children under the age of 18 living in their households. As is true
nationwide, Kentucky families are small. Twenty-three percent have one
child, and 19 percent reported having two children.

Question 22, Of those respondents with children, 74 percent attend
public school, 8 percent attend private school, and 17 percent are
preschoolers.

Question 25, Approximately 60 percent of the sample reported that

they work outside the home. Forty-six percent work fulltime; 12 percent

work partzime,
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Question 26. The type of work respondents do was classified in the

_following ways:

%

33.02 sales, clerical, and other nomnmanual
24,3% manual

18.42 professional

13.92 administrative

4.9%2 technical

2.1% farmer

3.3% other

Question 27, The age of those responding averaged 41.75 years of age.
Question 28. The educational level was reported as follows:

30.1% did not complete high schcol (may include some whe have
earned the GED)
32.8% high school graduates

19.3%2 1-3 years beyond high school
9.6Z college graduate
8.1% post-graduate work

Question 29, Kentuckians live in traditional households, compoged of

two adults. When asked "How many people over the age of 18 live in your
household?", the responses were:

21.12 one adult
59.8% two adults
14.4% three adults

4.6% wmore than three

Question 30. The median total family income before taxes was reported

as $21,335.
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SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS

Local Schoel Boards

Consistent with the national 1986 Gallup Poll, Kentuckians would like to

- gee local school boards have more influence in determining the educa—

tionai programs of local public schenle. HRearly 70 percent of those
polled wanted more local influence.

Kentuckians have high trust and confidencc in their local school
boards. Almost 63 percent said they have high or very high confidence

in their locel school boards.

In a related question, 68 percent are satisfied to very satisfied with
the job their local school board is doing.

Of the nine major responsibilities of local school boards, all were
ranked as important or very importart by over 90 percent of those
polled.

In the last school board elections, 48 percent of those polled reported
having voted.

0f those polled, including parents and non-parents, 28 percent reported
that they had attended a school board meeting. Most frequently cited
reasons for attending & board meeting wera: general interest and desire
to get involved, redistricting, school closings, new school openings,
and mergers; and personnel issues.

The highest parcentage of those responding (74 percent) get their
information about local school board actions from the news media. Other
sources of infoymation ranking highest were friends, teachers,
neighbors, school principals, relatives, and school brard members.

Local Schools

Seventy-one percent of parents responding gave the public schools an A
or B grade. This is higher than results nationally with 56 perceat of
parents grading the schools with an A or B in the Gallup Poll (1987),

Among non-parents polled, 54 percent gave the public schools an A or B.
Nationally 25 percent gave their local schools an A or B.

(a) Efforts to identify and help students with personal problems such as
drug or alcohol abuse or potential for dropping out of school were
cited as the most important item listed for improving the quality of
education. Almost 90 percent ranked this item as very important.
This Kentucky perception agrees with the national Gallup Poll
findings (1987). The biggest problems facing local schools were
perceived as use of drugs and lack of discipline.

22
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{b) Ranked next (82 percent) in improving quality of education was
involverent of parents.

{c) Seventy-five percent cited a need for more efforts to develop
critical thinking and decisionmaking skills in students.

(d) Seventy-three percent said more public information is needed on use
of tax dollars for education.

(e) Ssixty-three percent said the public needs to know more about the
role of school board members. This need is consistent with findings
of a national study of school boards by the Institute for
Educational Leadership as well as with studies by the National
School Boards Association.

@ Of six items listed about which those polled would like to receive more
information, all were ranked as very important or important. These
include in order of importance: school board sctions, adult education
programs, school budgets, school curriculum, student test scores, and
teacher salaries.

e Fifty percent of those polled had visited a public school in the past
year. This compares with only 33 percent nationally. The majority of
those who had visited a public school were parents of children in public
schools.

e If they had a question or suggestion about a local school most of those
responding (31 percent) said they would first contact the principal; 29
percent said the superintendent. Third in order of contact were school
board members (at 16 percent).

® Ninety percent zaid they would feel welcome if they visited a local
public school.

Demographics

e Slightly more than one~third (37 percent) of the respondents have
children in public schools. About half the respondents (51 percent)
have children under 18 years of age.

e Most (70 percent) are iifetime residents of Kentucky.

e Approximately two-thirds live in rural or small town areas; one-third
are suburban and city dwellers.

® The median age is 41.75 years.

® The median family income is $21,335.

)
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Slightly more thar half (54 percent) of the respondents are female;
46 percent are male.

About one-third (30 percent) of those responding have not completed
high school; another one~third (33 perzent) have a high school
degree; and 37 percent have attended at least some post-high school
or colliege classes.
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTED ACTIONS

Three major findings from this statewide survey are people's beliefs
about:
e increased local influence on public schools,

e the need for more information to the public from their
school boards, and

e 1involvement of parents in supporting schools through
voting in school board elections.

Local Influence of Public Schools

It is significant that 70 percent of those surveyed would like to see
local school boards have more influence in making decisions ebout public
schools. This supports a nationwide survey on school bozrds released lsst
year by the Institute for Educational Leadership, which found "that the
American public strongly supports the concept of local governance of
education through the school boards."

Since decisions made about public schools can have an impact on the
total community, KSBA believes it is important to involve local citizens in

the process through the school board.

Public Information from School Boards

According to the survey results, Kentuckians need more and better
comnunications from their local school boards. Seventy-five percent of
those surveyed said they had never received any type of information or
communication from their local school boards. Most of them (74 percent)
8aid they get their information about actions of their local school boards
from the news media. In a related question, almost 85 percent rated as "very

important" the school board's responsibility to keep the community informed.

25
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To help local scnool boards in these efforts, KSBA has designed a

statewide model community relations program. The prugram offers
suggestions for school boards to use in working with the commmunity, the
news mediz, 2nd the schools (including teachers, staff, students, and
parents). Sixty-three local school boards have enrolled in th¢ program in
its first year of implementation in 1987.

Board members cited community relations as a need in a membership
survey two years ago. This survey reinforces that need. Local school

boards should not rely on the news media alone to tell their story.

Parent lavolvement with Schools and School Boards

Of those adults between the ages of 25-40, only 44.4 percent said they '
voted in school board elections last fall. Since this is the average age
group for parents of school-age children, KSBA wants to address this need
identified by the survey.

All of the research available nationally has shown that when parents
and communities are involved in the schools, the schools are better as a
result.

KSBA has developed a slide-tape presentation on the role and
responsibilities of school board members. Last fall, it was presented to é
30 community organizations throughout the state, reaching mere than 1,000 1
citizens. The presentation was designed to encourage citizens to learn
more about their school board in order to make more informed decisions when
voting for gzchool board members.

Prior to school board eiections next fall, KSBA will aim this

presentation at more parent groups to help interest them in the process.

<6
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KSBA has presented the findings of the survey to school board members
and school superintendents throughout Kentucky. The Association also plans
to make the information available to concerned citizen groups.

KSBA feels that this information will be valuable to various groups
interested in improving the public schools in Kentucky. To that end, a
press conference was held in November 1987 to release the findings of this

study. (See Appendix C for a summary of dissemination efforts to date.)

3
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KENTUCKY SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION BURVEY

UK=-SRC
JULY 1987
/1 /Il I/ /I__1__1
101 102 103 104 105 106
CARD ipé INTERVIEWERS
Hello. My name is . I'm calling from the Survey

Research Center at the University of Kentucky. This month we're conducting
a survey of psople randomly selected from across Kentucky regarding education
issues. The survey will only take about ten minutes, and we have only a phone

aunbez and not any names, SO0 all answers are anonymous.

According to my instructionms, I'm to speak to a (man/woman) at this nuaber
over the age of eighteen. Would that be you? OR Would you please call (him/

her) to the phone?

REPEAT GREETING IF NECESSARY

1. If I have your permission, let me begin by &sking about how many years
you have lived in Kentucky, or have you lived here all your 1ife?

INTERVIEWER RECORD ACTUAL WUMBER OF YEARS;
iIF LESS THAN 1, CODE 00.

S0. All my life
88. Don't know /11
99. Refused 107 108

2. W%Would you Call the community in which you live a rural area, & small
town, a suburb, oz a city of 50,000 or more?

IF RURAL AREA ASK: Do you live on a farm?

105- 1. Rural area-farm
2. Rural arga-nonfarm
3. Small towmn
’ 4. Suburd
S§. City
8. Don't krow
9. Refused

3. Could you tell me what county you are cuzrently living in?

INTERVIEWER RECORD ACTUAL COUNTY NAME

J1
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4. If you were to wisit a local public school, do you think you would feel
welcore There?

113~ 1. Yes 2. No
9. Refused 8. Don't know
' |
v
4a. Why don't you think you would be welcome?

“M eub WP WD KN ams CR»

l__1__1

v 114 115
S. Havs you visited any public school or attended any functions at a Kentucky
public school in the last 12 months? (IF YES: What was the purpose of your
visit?)

116- 1. NKe
2. Yes-parent organization
3. Yes-athletic event
4. Yss~-voting
S. Yes~teacher conference
6. Yes--non=-school related mesting
7. Yes-school related mseting
8. Yes~other
9. Combination
0. Don't know/zefused

6. There is much talk today about improving the quality of education. How
important do you think sach of the following items would be to improving the
quality of education in your community? Please tell me if you think they would

be very important, somawhat important, not very important, or aot at z2ll
dmpoxtant?
B VERY SOME~ NOT NOT AT

IMe WHAT VERY ALL DK REF

8. Firast, how about more involvement of
parents in schools? =317 1 2 3 4

b. More decision making at the local
leval regarding public schools. -118 1 2 3 4

¢. How about more efforts to identify and
_help students with personal problems
such as drug oz alcohol abuse or a
tendency to drop out of school? =119 1 2 3 ¢

4. And what about more accesaibility to
school boarxd menmbers? «120 1 2 3 4

&. More efforts to develop students®
ability to think critically and to
aeke informed choices? =122 1 2 3 4

(]
J
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VERY SOME~- NOT  NOT AT
IMP WHAT  VERY ALL DK REF

How about stricter qualifications
for school board members? -122 1 2 3 4 8 9

g. More public information on how tax
dollars are ipent for education? -123 1 2 3 4 8 9

h. And mors avareniss among the public
-of the role of tchool board membars.-124 1 2 3 4 8 9

7. 1If you had a guestion or svygestion about your local public school,
who would you contect £irst?

125- 1. Superintendent
2. Principal
3. I2ard member
4. Teacher
5. 8chool sacretary

6. Othex
8. Don't know
9. Refused

There is often some confusion about the role of school board members as
compared to the zole of the superintendent and staff of a &chool system.
School board members are responsible for placing and setting policy for the
school system. The school boazd also sslects and evaluates the school
superintendent. School board members do not receive a salary. %They are

lay citizens.

The school superintendent is zesponsible for the day-to-day operation of
the schools. He or she carries out the policies which are established by the
school board. The next few questions are concerned with the school board and

its duties.

8. Did you vote in your last school boazd election race?

126- 1. Yes 2. No
8. Don't know |
9. Refused v
! 8a.° ¥hy not?
v
SKIP TO0 QS 9 127= 1. Not snough information

about race
2. No children in school
3. Not registexed to vote

4. %00 busy
$. Not interested
€. Othez

7. HNot asked
8. Don't know
9. Refused




LY T
9. How satisfied are you with the job your local school board is doing? Would l
you say you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or
very dissatisfied?
128- 1. Very satisifad '
2. Scmewhat satisfied
3. Somewhnt disnstisfied
4. Very dissatisfied
8. Don'i know

9. Refuged

10. Have you ever attended a school board meeting?

129- 2. No i. VYes
8. Don't know §
9. Refused ]
v

10a. For what reason did you last
attend 2 school board meeting?

/__1__1
130 131

<—-Q-n-

11. Have you ever received any information cr communication from your local
achocl boazrd?

132- 2. No 1. Yes
8. Don't know 1
9. Refused |
{ |
v |
SKIP 70 QS 12 v

1la. Do you remember what that
information was about?

/1

133 134

)
N




32. There are many ways in which people can learzn about the actions of
local school boards. Please tell me which of the following provide you,
YOURSELF, with a significant amount of information about what your local

school board is doing.

NO NA DK REF

a. First, do your children provide

you with information about how
your local ochool board is doing? =135 2 5
b. How about other relatives? =136 2 9
c. Neighbors? -137 2 9
d. Friends? =138 2 9
e. Teachers? =139 2 9
£. A school secretary? =140 2 9
g. A school custodian? ~-141 2 S
h. A school bus driver? =142 2 9
3. A school principal? =143 2 9
3. A school superintendent? -144 2 9
k. A school board membar? =145 2 9
1. The news media? =146 2 8
m. Cable television? =147 2 7 8 9

n. Is there any other source of information that is important ¢o you?
~
! / |/ 97=No answer
148 149 98=Don't know
99«Refused

13. What types of information would you like to have about local public schools?
Please rate each of the foilowing as things that are very important, somewhat
important, not very impoztant, or aot at all important to know sdout.

VERY SOME- NOT NOT AT
IMP WHAT VERY ALL NA DK REF

a. TFizst, the school budget? =150 1 2 3 4 7 8 )

b. Teacher salarics? =151 1 2 3 4 7 8 S
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VERY SOME- NOT NOT AT
IMP WHAT VERY ALL NA DK REF

c. What about school curziculum? :-152 1 2 3 4 7 8 9
d. Aduit education programs? =153 i 2 3 L4 7 8 S
e. How about school board actions?-154 1 2 3 4 7 8 )
£. And student test scores? =155 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

14. The federal government, state govarnment and local school Hoards each
have a role in determining the educational program of local public schools.
In Kentucky, the state has the ultimate responsibility for the operation and
quality of local public schools, but has given authozity to docal school
boards and administzators to carry out these responsibilities. Would you like
to see local scho-l boards have mors or less influence in determining the

educational program of local public schools?

156~ 1. More influence
2. Sums as novw (VOLUNTEERED)

3. Lass influence
8. Don't know
9. Refused

15. Would you dascriba your trust and confidence in your local school board as
very high, high, low, or very low?

157- 1. Very high
2. BRigh
3. low
4. Very low
¢ 8. Doen't know
9. Refussd

16. Do you think school boazd members should or should not be paid a
salary for their services?

- 158- 1. Should be paid a salary
2. Should NOT be paid a salary
8. Don't know )
9. Refussed

(St
D
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17. There are a number of activities that school boards are invelved

in. How important would you rate each of the following school board
responsibilities...as very important, gomewhat important, not very important,
or as not at all important?

VERY SOME- NOT NOT AT
yMP WHAT VERY ALL RA DK REF

a. How about long xange planning
gor the school system? =159 1 2 3 4 7 8 S

b. And establishing policies by
which schools' are zun? =160 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

c. Setting learning goals for the
school system? -161 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

d. And what about the selection
of new school aupc:iatagdwta? ~162 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

e. Maintaining a working relation-
ship between schocl boards and
school superintendents? ~163 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

£. And the evaluation of the
superiatendent s performance? ~-164 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

g. Aoproving the school systenm's
budget? =165 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

. Telling school admiristrators wvhat
the community's concerns are? =166 1 2 3 4 7 @ 9

4. And keeping the community informed
about its schools? 167 1 2 3 4 7 8 9

18. What is the moot important thing you think your local schools should be
doing that they aren't doing now?

INTERVIEWER PROBE: Could you tell me a l1ittle more about that?

, A A
168 169

29. What is the best thing you can think of about your local school board?

i 11
170 111

20. What is the worst thing you can think of about your local school board?

1I__1__1
172 173




-BN
2%. How many children under 18 do you have in your housshold?

INTERVIEWER RECORD ACTUAL NUMBER

l1__1/ 8=8 or more

174 9wDon't know/refused

IF FO CHYLDREN, SKIP JO QS 24

22. Do your children attend a public or private school?

175- 1. Public 2. Private
3. Both 4. Neither-haven't started yst
7. Not asked S, Neither-dropped-out
8. Don't know |
¢. Refused v

SKIP 70 QS 24

23. Using & grading system like the ons used in many =chools, wa'd like to
know how well the needs of your children are being met in school. Would you
give an A, B, C, D, or F to the kind of job your local public schools are doing

with your children?

176- 1. A
2. B
3. C
4. D
5. F
7. Not asked
8. Don't know ) .
8. Rafused . ’
| .
§
v
SKIP TO QS 25

24. Even though you do not have children in public school, using & grading
system of A, B, C, D, and ¥, how would you rate the locgl public schools on the

job they are doing?

177- 1. l \
2. B
3. ¢
4. D
5. ¥
7. Not asked
8. Don't know
9. Rafused
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7 li_/1_I__/
201 202 203 204

Just a few background quastions remain.

25. Are you currently working full-time or part-time outside the home?

205~ 1. Yes-=full-time 4. No
2. Yca--part-tims
3. Yes~-faxmar 1
i v
! SKRIP T0 QS 27
v

26. What type of work do you usually do?
INTERVIEWER BE AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE

/__I___/
206 207

27. In what Year were you born?
INTERVIEWER RECORD LAST THO DIGITS

/. 7 7 87=Don't know/rzefused

208 209
28. What was the last grads in scheul you completed?
INTERVIEWER RECORD ACTUAL NUMBER OF YEARS

/7 ¢t 1 98=Don't know

s’ e

210 211 99=Refusecd

29. Including yourself, how many people over the age of 18 live in your
household?

INTERVIEWER RECORD ACTUAL NUMBER

/__ 1 8=8 or mbire
212 9=pon't know/refused

a3




30. Finally, last year was
$20,000?

JF UNDER $20,000: ¥as

-0~

your total family income before taxes over or under

it over or under $10,000?

Ir UNDER $10,000:

213-

Ir OVER $10,000:

JF QVER $20,000: MXasg 3t over or under $30,0007?

Was it over or under $5,0007?

Under $5,000
$5-$10,000

1.
2.

¥as it over orx under $15,000?

$10-$15,000
$15-$20,000

3.
4.

IF UNDER $30,000:

IF OVER $30,000:

That®s all the questions I

time and help. Goodbye.
JINTERVIEWER COMPLFTE:
GEZNDER OF RESPONDENT: 1. Female
TIME OF DAY OF INTERVIEK:
1. Morning
2. Afternoon .
3. Zrvening ~215
DAY OF MONTH OF INTERVIEW: /11
216 217
TOTAL TIME OF IKTERVIEW IN MINUTES: /I 1
218 219
IN GENERAL, THE RESPONDENT'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE QUESTIONS WAS:
1. Excellent
2. Good )
3, Fair
4, Poor ~220
2
ti()

t#as it over or undar $25,000?

$20-$25,000
$25-$30,000

5.
6.

Has it over or under %32,000?

$30-%40,000
Oover $40,000
Dontt know
Refused

7.
8.
9.
0.

have for you today. Thank you very much for your
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Responses to Question 19, KSBA Survey

Listed below are comments that people gave to the following
question: W¥hat is the best ihing you can think of about your
local school board? They are listed by categories, which were
derived by £inding common themes among the answers given. The
categories are underlined; the number toc the zight indicates the
number of people who made comments that f£it into that particular
category. Below each category are listed abbreviated versions of
the actual comments. The number to the left is the assigned
rumber, ¢iven by UK-Survey Research Center. The number to the
right indicates the number of people who gave each answer.

Comment # Respondents who Mention
polng pretty good job; people who fzy: who arxe concerned 108
0 concerned 4
04 Doing the best they can; doing good job 46
14 nice people; concerned 5
1s show interest in what they're doling 1
16 try to work for children 7
25 try to get things done for schools 14
26 they care; put in lots of time/effort 10
217 willing to work with people 4
33 Keep the schools going 4
36 Doing a good job; could improve 12
39 the time they put in 1l
conments about membexs 25
0S outstanding people 1
07 I xespect them 5
17 good relatlionship 1
19 some are Christlans 1l
29 they get along 6
34 Mostly well-educated; well-qualified 11

specific improveiment ox service mentioned 22
02 helped with pxoblens

13 sports well-supported

18 kindergarten

21 provide school buses

22 stzict policy on drugs

23 work program for certaln grades

32 well-maintained bldgs.

44 extra-curzicular

49 support the band

50 maintain ordexr and eguivalence in schools
51 wide choices in schools

52 teating program

83 kept birth control out of schools

S5 bettexr test scozes

58 vocational ed.

59 facilities

P b 2 0 D 1 N D A N b 0 b W




Teacher/staff-yrlated

03 salaries have gone up

06 good control over administration
09 way teachers hired

i0 provide good teachers; education
31 stand behind their people

.47 improving staff's education

54 local autonomy

61 cooperate with teachers

62 Kkeep an eye on superintendent

Responsive o community

20 . respend to comm; xepresentative
35 Accessible

57 active
30 they are open in meetings
Keep public informed

08 informed of child progress
11 info to press
32 keep public informed

other

23,38,48,95

41 Make the most of the budget--little waste
43 long-range planning

46 handle budget well

56 thorough, careful, well-organized

60 keep students interested

Nothing good
00 Nothing

28 take politics out

317 have plenty of schools; building new one
40 they need to be more open to public

42 nothing

98 Don't know

Lo
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Responses Lo Question 20, KSBA Survey

Question 20 asked, "What is the worst thing you can think of about
your local school boara?z"

Respondents gave a variety of answers to the question.
Abbreviated forms of the comments are listed below. The
underlined statements represent groupings ox categories of
comments. The numbers on the right indicate the number of people
who made each comment or category of comments. The number to the
left represents the number assigned to the comment by the UK
Survey Research Center.

Comment ¢ of Respondents wWho
Mention

mmmm&m 63
People elected are not always qualified (also 18) 13
07 They have stretched themselves too far 1l
12 not doing thelir Job 4
13 fighting among themselves 7

14 not educators; not involved enough ir schocl to

really know the problems 6
i9 some members are too closed-minded 1l
30 lack of education themselves 2
32 toc political 1%
46 1'd like some insight into their motives 1
48 don't cooperate -.ith anyone 3
49 should have varlety of people; need rnew blood 2
56 lack of experience 1
61 elected for wrong rsasons 3
62 too consexvative 1
66 not enough power to implement ideas l

Mm lmprovenents 37
will net check foxr studernts' smoking, drugs, etc. 7
09 student-teacher ~elationships nonexistent 1
17 make students work too much 2
21 don't inform parents and don't take action
against teachers in discipline matters 2
27 students need help on homework 1
31 biased in treatment of students (also 40) 4
33 graduating students who can't read/write 2
34 not taking enough time with students 2
41 lack of discipline in schools 9
58 discipline problems on school bus 1l
67 need more concern for spec. ed. students 2
68 punishments too severe 1
70 punish students at own discretion--don't inform
police 1
72 attendance policy too strict 1
76 not enough progs. for average and below ave.studs. 1

8-34 4




Two-wvay communication with public: involvement

02 Need more publicity: more info to public

10 Biased; don't listen to whole community

23 don't get enough input frem publiec on new bldgs

24 not getting parents involved

29 general communication not good with public

37 secrecy: closed-door meetings

38 they hide things and lie to the public

43 seem 80 removed from community

53 members not accessible

59 public schools aren't visible; private schools
have better p.r.

Staff-related problems

15 problems with superintendent; crooked SOB

22 hire teachers who are incompetent; afraid to fire
26 public, not board, should elect superintendent

42 give asst supex. too much power

55 too many despots or hitlers

64 salaries low

Board-related

08 Just 1 or 2 people run the whole system

47 should meet more frequently re: budget, curric.
51 spend tax money too freely-

57 make rules and don't follow them

60 skip meetings

71 they want mcre money

74 method of choosing board members

77 they overreact in money situations

B.anm____a}.l.._m
not concerned about education; poor guality
25 not running schools well enough
28 need better planning
39 product of schools is bad
52 Kentucky ranks so low nationally
63 don't check to make sure schools are well-kept
75 do not bhave best interest of students as concezn

Curriculur-related

06 Too much emphasis on sports and other activities

o = 2 D D) W HOOOYVH 3 W [ d N WD NWN

IXEFXESY RN TN

8

50 Lack of sportis for elementary and secondary childrenl

a/co
16 redistricting, etc.
45 no busing
65

245
(5

= W

20
16

12




Qther
04 Need new buses and school air conditioners
20 other
35 taking religion our of school
36 take away parental authority
54 too many snow days
69 turned down a very good computer system
73 schools allow tvs
95 other
aq
00 They are doing their best, etc.
01 what they have to go through
44 State and district policy interferes
Don't Know
98

46

R NN

11

35

167




Responses to Question 18, KSRA Survey

puestion 18: What is the most important thing you think your
iocal schools should be doing that they aren't doing now? Could
you tell me a little more abcut that?

The categories listed below represent groupings of respondent
answers to question 18. The original comments are referenced
by number (as assigned to them by the UK Survey Research Center)
under each category.

CATEGORY Number who mentioned

Academic/Student-related: basic skills, mcre
instruction; broader curricuvlum; teach 72

how to think; demand more, etc.
(01,10,11,13,18,20,32,42,43,45,46,50,
$5,62,63,65,67,72)

Bettexr teachers 33
(06,33,38,51)

Problem/student-related:Drugs, sex,

AIDS, counseling, etc. 32
{02,03,15,35)

More information; community input;

adult education 29
(07,08,19,29,41)

Increase parent involvement 29
(09,16,17,30,44,56)

Student-related: discipline, attendance 26
(04,26,39,40,75)

More money; solve budget problems 13
(22,54,57,59,69,71,76,80)

special education and gifted 11
(27,60,68)

Career education 8
(28)

No busing, redistricting, consolidation 8
(14,24,47,74)

Put religion back in schools 7
(25,36)

Take politics out 3
(61,64)

Change nothing; everything's f£ine now 22
{(00)

Otherx 40
(05,12,21,23,31,34,37,48,49,52,53,58,
66,70,73,77,78,79,81,82,83)

Don't Know 104

Not Asked/No answer
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KENTUCKY .
SCHOQOL RECEI -
BOARDS

ASSOCIATION

Nov 5 1987

Yoo Prosesent

T0: News Media

A

FROM: Ann Clayton Brandt, Director of Communications G-

%

DATE: November 3, 1987

i
i

- tinlr ekt The Kentucky School Boards Association will hold a news conference on
e Maro Mcnday, November 9, 11:00 a.m. in Conference Room-B at the Fayette
County Schools Administration Building, 701 E. Main Street in Lexington.

Pavihpriid The topic of the news conference will be results of the statewide
Lusca telephone survey on public schools and school boards conducted for KSBA
o uzicury by the University of Kentutky Survey Research Center.

LERIC

’ Office Park, Route 3, Box96A T Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 [ (502) 695-4630, TOLL FREE 1-800-372-2962 .

]



[KENTUCKY
ISCHOOL! yeyws RELEASE Eroons Ol ik
BOARDS Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

CONTACT: Ann Clayton Brandt
ASSOCIATION PHONE: {502) 695-4630, TOLL FREE 1-800-372-2962

FOR RELEASE: November 9, 1987 (11:00 a.m.)

|
|
HIGHLIGHTS OF KSBA SURVEY ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL BOARDS

In a statewide survey on public schools and school boards, most Kentuckians
(70%) would like to see local school boards have more influence in decision
making than they have now. Of those polled, six percent feel school boards
should have the same amount of control as they do now, while 14% feel local
boards should have less influence than state or federal government.

0f those surveyed, 75 percent said they had never received any information or
communicatipn from their local school board. Most people (nearly 75%) said they
get their 1nfo;maticn aﬁout actions of their locel school boards from the news
med ...

According to the survey results, 48% said they had voted in school board
elections last fall. Among reasons they gave for not voting were: not being
registered; not interested; not having children in school; or not having enough
information. ]

Among those voting, the age groiup with the highest propori 1 of school-age
children (25-40) were not more Tikely to have voted. A breakdown on voting shows
a higher percent of those age 41 and over voted:

Age 41-65 63.3% voted
Over 65 51.2% voted
25-40 44,4% voted
24 and under 17.8% voted




Consistent with a Bluegrass State Poll in the Louisville area reported in The

Courier Journal in August, the most positive ratings about public schools came

from parents with children in pudlic schools and from people without a college
education.

In the KSBA poll, there also was a tendency for older vespondents to express
more trust in their local school boards and to give their lotal schools a higher
grade. Females were more likely to give the schools an "A*, while males were
more likely to give them a "B".

The random telephone survey was conducted in July for the Kentucky School
Boards Association by the University of Kentucky Survey Research Center. The
telephone interviewers were trained and supervised. The margin of error for the
survey was plus or minus 4.5 percentage points at the 95% confidence interval.
This means that results should not vary more than 4.5 percentage points in 95 ovut
of 100 administrations of the survey.

The survey represents a cross section of the state. The five main regions
represented include Appalachia, Bluegrass, Northern Kentucky, Louisville and
contiguous counties and Western Kentucky. Adults (over 18) from urban and rural
areas, male and female, working and not working, and with a range of educational
experience were interviewed. Parents of school-age children as well as those
without children in school were polled. Of the 473 respondents, 54% were female
and 46% were male, Most (ioz) were lifetime residents of Kentucky. About 2/3 of

the respondents live in rural communities or small towns.

i
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KENTUCKY
SCHOOL NEWS RELEASE 522?:'2';2583‘32. Park procuton

1.3, Box $6A

BOARDS Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

CONTACT: Ann Clayton Brandt-

LASSOC] ATION PHONE: (502) 695-4630, TOLL FREE 1-800-372-2962
FOR RELEASE: November 8 411:00 a.m.)

KSBA RESPONSE AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON STATEWIDE SURVEY

The Kéntucky school Boards Associatfon conducted a statewide telephone poll
last summer to find out the public's perceptions about the role of the local

school board and the jobs their schools and school boards are doing.
Three major needs addressed in the survey are:

* Jocal control of public schools
* the need for more information to the public from their school boards

* getting parents involved in voting in school board elections.

LOCAL CONTROL OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

“Je think 1t is significant that 70% of those surveyed would 1ike to see
1ocal school boards have more influence in making decisions about the public
schools,” said Tim Holt, a Jessamine County school board member who w&s {nvolved %
1in the survey project. |
*This supports 2 nation#ide survey nn school boards released last year by the
Institute for Educational Leadership which found ‘that the American public
strangly:supparts the concept of Tocal governance of education through the
school boards'", he added.
i “since decisfons made about public schools can have an impact on the total

comunity, we believe it is important to involve local citizens in the process

through the school board,* Holt explained. 52




IMPROVE PUBLIC INFORMATION FROM SCHOOL BOARDS

According to the survey results, Kentuckians need more and better
communications from their local school board.

Seventy-five percent of those surveyed said they had never received any type
of information or communication from their local school boards. Most of them
(74%) said they get their information about actions of their local school boards

from the news media.

In a related question, almost 85% rated as “very important" the school
board's responsibility to keep the community informed.

To help local school boards in these efforts, KSBA has designed a statewide
" model community relations program, The program offers suggestions for school
boards £o use in working with the community, the news media and the schools
(including teachers, staff, students and parents).

Sixty-three local school boards have enrolled in the program in its first
year of implementation in 1987.

“Board members cited community relations as a nead in a membership survey two
years ago,” explained Tim Holt.

“This survey reinforces that need. Local school boards should not rely on

the news media alone to tell their story;' he said.




Page 3

PARENT INVOLVEMENT WITH SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL BOARDS

0f those adults between the ages of 25-40, only 44.4% said they voted in
school board ele:tfons last fall, "Since this is the average age group for
parents of school-age children, we want to address this need jdentifiec by the
survey,” said Tim Holt.

*Al11 of the research available nationally has shown that when parents and
comunities are involved in the schools, the schools are better as a result,”
Holt added.

KSBA has developed a slide-tape presentation on the role and respon.ibilities
of school board members. Last fall, it was presented to 30 ccmmunity
organizations throughout the state, reaching more than 1,000 citizens. The
presentation was designed to encourage citizens to learn more about their school
board and to help them make better informed decisions when voting for school
board members.

Prior to school board elections next fall, KSBA will aim this presenrtation at

more parent groups to help get them interested in the process.

KSBA will present the findings of the survey to school board members and
school superintendents throughout Kentucky. The Association also plans to make
the information available to members of the General Assembly and to concerned
citizen groups.

"We feel that this information will be valuable to various groups inte sted

in improving the public schools in Kentucky," said Holt.




By Mary Ann Roser
Herald-Leader education writer

A public opinion survey re-
leased yesterday shows that muost
Kentuckians do not vote in schoo!
board races, attend board meetings
or receive any communication from
their board members.

But despite the lack of public
involvement, an overwhelming ma.
jority — 70 percent of respondents
— want local boards to have more
decision-making authority, the sur-
vey saic.

The survey was commissioned
by the Kentucky School Boards
Association, and results were re-
leased at a Lexington news confer-

ence,

David Keller, the executive di-
rector of the association, saiC he
honed the survey would influence
Kentucky lawmakers and discour-
age them from chipping away at
the authority of local boards.

The fact that 70 percent of the
473 respondents said local boards
should have more influence in deci-
sion-making and only 14 percent
said they should have less is a
strong statement for “local control,”
Keller said.

“In general, we've seen more
and more decisions made at the
state level” he said. “We believe
local control is the key to better
schools.”

Asked what decisions should be
returned to local boards, Keller said
he was not referring to anything
specific. .Rather, the assuciation
wants to “hang on to what we've
got.”

He said the association was not
“embarking on any crusade to take
authority away from the state.”

Robert Sexton, the executive
director of the Prichard Committee

Greater clout for school boards favored
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From left, Tim Holt of Jessamine schoo! board, David Keller of schoo! boards -
association. Jim Henson of Shelby board and James Hougland of UK survey center

for Academic Excellence, said the
results were ng* surprising,

“Hictorically, schools have been
locally run, and people have a sense
of ownership of their schools.” Sex-
ton said. The survey's findings
“capture a sentiment and the need
for really aggressive citizen involve-
ment in schools.”

But the su-vey shows that citi-
zen involvement ts low.

Forty-eight porcent of respon.
dents said they had voted in school
board elections last fall, 75 percent
snid thev had never received any

information directly from their local
boards, and 74 percent said they
got school information from the
news media.

When respondents were asked
what thev liked least about their
school board, the most common
answer was that the board was too
political. Still, only 4 percent gave
that answer. Three percent gave the
second-most common answer. that
the board members were not quali-
fied.

At the same time, 62.8 percent
ind hioh levels of eonfidence in

their board members, 67.6 percent
said they were satisfied with their
board, and 59 percent thought
board members should be paid.

The Appalachian Education
Laboratory in Charleston, W.Va.,
assisted with the survey, and the
Survey Research Center of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky conducted the
telephone interviews in July.

James Hougland, the director of
the UK center, said researchers
were 95 percent certain the margin
of error would not vary more than
4.5 percentage points,




Poli finds public backs moi'e local control of schools

By.CAROL MARIE CROPPER
Staff Writer

LEXINGTON, Ky. —.Despite state and
national trends to shift contrel of schools
away from local boardz, the public wanis
more local control, according to a poll re-
leased yesterday by the Kentucky School
Boards Association.

In Kentucky — where some local bozards
have been accused of patronage and poli-
ticking - 70 percent of those responding to
the poll said they want their local school
boards to have more fafluence. Almost 63
percent of those polled said they have ei-
&;r high or very high tzrust in their lccal

Kentucklans expressed such confidence
even though 72 percent said they have nev-
€r attended a local board meeting and 74
percent said they have never received in-
formation from their board. Almost half of
those responding said they did not vote in
the tast local school board race.

Similar low voter turnout is cemmon for
other elections, ard people don't tend to go
to meetings of cther governmental bodies
either, spokesmen for the association said.

But, they sald, making board members
aware of the lack of citizen involvement
might encourage them to reach out and
communicate more with parents. The asso-
ciation began a pregram in February to
help local boards i.volve thelr community

and work with the media, said Ann Clayton
Brandt, director of communications for the
association.

The poll involved random telephone ine
terviews with 473 Kentucky residents age
18 and over, the association said. The poll
bas & margin of error of 4.5 parcent, said
James G. Hougland Jr., director of the Uni.
:'ersity of Kentucky's survey research cen-

er.

Davi¢ L. Keller, exccutive director of the
schoo! board assoclation, said bis organiza-
tion hopes the findings will temper the
thinking of legislators, who begin a 60-day
session in January.

The association is not seeking a major
shift in the balance of state and local

power, he said. “We are not trying to turn
the clock back, or say that local boards
ought to run everything.” he said. “We need
toJcok her= and hold on to what we've
got.”

In the past 10 years, legisiatures have
passed many laws affecting local schools,
including limits on classroom size and on
property tax rates,

GOther laws have made it easier for state
education officlals to assume direct control
of troubled local districts.

Local boards have come under fire re-
cently, Keller said, and, “It's tempting just
{0 say, ‘We won't let them make the deci-

Poll fmds public backs local control of schools
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sions — we'll make tiiem ia Frank-
fort'”

But, he sald, parents have the
most influence dealing with local
school boards., “The less authority
the local board has, the less differ-
ence it makes whether you've got
active and involved citizens.”

While Keller indicated that the as-
sociation won't pressure legislators
for major changes in the control lo-
cal boards now have, he did say it
will support giving boards more
flexibility in setting property-tax
rates.

On the other hand, he said, the
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association is corsidering recom-
mending legislation that would bar
from school boards people who of-
fer jobs in the school system as a
rewerd for votes.

Asked about the criticisms of pa-
tronage and politics by local boards,
Keller said, "I think we've got 178
local schoo! districts, and I think
we've got certainly less than 10 per-
cent where it is a problem*

Less than 4 percent of those
polled cited being "too political” as
a criticism ¢! their local boards —
although that was the most frequent
criticism cited in the open-ended
question.

"Not qualified” and "need public-

ity tied for second place among the
criticisms, at 2.5 percent.

Other poll results:

M 68 percent said they were very
satisfied or somewhat satisfied with
}he job their local boards were do-

ng.

0 68 percent said there should be
stricter qualifications for board
members.

W90 percent said they feel wel-
come to visit local schools.

M 96 percent said they consider
more involvement of parents in:")’8
schools very important or somewhat*

important,




Novenmher 9, 1987

T0: David Keller
FROM: Ann Brandt ;..

RE: News Conference on Survey

The following news organizations were represented at our news conference
in Lexington:

The Courier Journal

The Lexingion Herald-Leader

The Kentucky Post

YAVE-TV Louisville

WKYT-TV (27) Lexington

WLEX-TV (18) Lexington

WTVQ-TV {36) Lexington

WVLK Radio-Lexington

WLAP Radio-Lexington - -

Two radio stations did telephone interviews:

Kentucky HNetwork
WEKU-FM (Richmond)
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KSBA STATEWIDE SURVEY GIVES .
OPINIONS ON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARDS

The Kentucky Schoo! Bosids Association con-
ducted s statewide telephone poll last summer
to find out the public's percaptions sbout the
role of the local schoo! board snd the jobs thelr
schools snd echool bosrds ere doing.

Three mejor nesds addressed in the survey

L H
¢keeping dacision-meking at the locs! tavel;

'?attln&:’nn information to the public
rom r school boards; and

*,
getting psrants involved in voting in
schoo! board elsctions. .

LOCAL DECISION-MAKING "

wwe think i Is significant that 70§ of those
surveyed wouid like to 3ee focal schoo! boards
have more influence in making decisions about
the public schools,® said Tim Holt, a Jassamine
County schoo! board member who was Involved
in tha survey preject.

*This supports s nationwide gurvey on school
bosrds ralessed last year by the institute for
Educational Lesdership which found ‘that the
Amarican public strongly supports the concspt
of focal governance of education through the
schoo! boards'™, he added.

»Since decisions about public schools can have
an impact on the toral community, we believe
it is important to involve local citizens in the
precess through the local schoel board,® Holt
explained.
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on the news media alone to tall their story,”
he ssid.

sSince tha sversge age group for perents
of school-age children (25-40) is not voting,

" we want to address this need identified by

the survey.” said Tim Holt,

®Ajl of the ressarch svaliable nationally hes
shown that when parents and communities
ars involved in the schools, the schools ara
better s & Fesult,” Holt added.

KSBA has developed 8 slide-tape presentation
on the role and responsibllities of school board
members. Lsst fall, it was presented to 30
community organizaticas throughout the state,
resching incre than 1,000 citizens. The present-
ulion was designed to encoursge citizens to
{sarn more sbout their gchoo!l board and to

help them make batter informed decisions when
voting for school board mambers.

Prior to schoo! board elections next fall,
KSBA will aim this presentation at more parent
g:oups to halp interest them in the process.

those aduits between the ages cf 25-UD,
only 44.4% said they voted in schoo! board
slections last fall. A hreakdown on veting
shows 8 higher percentage of those age &1
and over voted:

Age 81-65 63.3% voted
Over 85 51.3% voted
25-8%0 84.4% voted
24 and undar 17.8% voted

The random telephone survey was conducted
in July for the Kentuck+ Schoo! Boards Asso-

IMPROVE PUBLIC INFORMATION
FROM SCHOOLS

708 of Kentuckians

clation by the University of Ken-
tucky Survey Researca Center.
The telephone interviewers were

According to the s results, polled want more Lo- trained and supervised. The
Kentuc&:’ﬁm nesd more yand better eal Lngg;m 41 mak- mergin of arror for the survay
communications from their locs! decisions about was plus or minus &.5 percentage
school board. sthools.~ points 2t the 953 confidence inter-
va!. This means that results
Seventy-five percant of those sur- should not vary more than 8.5

vaeyed sald they had never recelvad any tyg
of information cr communication from their

ca! school boards. Most of them {(74%) said they
get their information sbout actions of thelr
focal schoo! boards from the news medie.

in @ related question, aimost 858 rated as
Syvery important® the school board's rasponsi-
bllity to &eep the community informed,

To help local school boards in these offorts.
XSBA has designed o statewide model com=
munity relations program. The program ef-
fers suggestions for schoo! boards to use in
working with the eommunity, the news madla
ond the schools {including taschers, staff,
students and parents). Sixty-three focs! sechool
boards have enrolied in the arogm in s
first year of implementation in 1387,

“Board membars cited community relations as

a need in 8 membership survey two years sgo.”
explained Tim Hoit, *This survey reinforces
that n ocal schoo! bosrds should. not rely

P I XN . ..'M.. _. ‘Yﬁmh ) N “‘_.

percentege points in 95 out of 100 edministra-
tions of the survey.

The survey reprasents a cross section of the
state. The five main reglons represented in-
clude Atpnlachla. Bluegrass, Northern Ken-
tucky, Louisviile and contiguous counties and
Western Kentucky, Adults {over 18} from
urban snd rursi aress, male and female, work<
li:*g and not working, and with & range of
educational experience were interviewad. Most
of the guestions on the survey asked people
their opinions sbout local school boards. Here
sre some of tham:

Less than half (48%) report that they voted
in the last school board eiaction race. Peo

le gave many reasons for not having voted,
neluding the following:

19.28 not registered to vote ™ ]
12.08 not interested &1
7.78 no children in schoo!
6.08 too busy




8.78 wot encugh infoermation sbout the race

80.6% other
9.8% don't know

People report being satisfied with the job
their local schoo! boards sre doing. Nesrly
two-thirds sre sither very sstisfied or some-
what sutisfied. The responses were as fol-
fows:

19.5% very satisfied

88.1} somewhat satisfied
14.28 somawhat dissatisfied
8.3% very dissatisfied
10.0% don‘t know

in a similer tion, people reported they
have high tr?l::‘ snd confidence in thelr lccal
schoo! Doards. They describe their leve! of
trust as follews:

15.08 wvery high

847.8% high

l;!zbt fow o

$:5% ot high, not low
10.61 dion't anow

ADMINISTRATIVE VACANCIES

The Cempbelisvilie Board of Educstion is
sccepting applications for Superintendent of
the Campbaelisville Independent $chools untii
5anuar! 15, 1928, Contrect date will in

uly 1, 19288, Tha candidate must hsve Ken-
tucky Superintendent Certification snd exper~
fcnce as a supsrintendent or sssistant super-
intendent. [Interested persons should send
a lstter of application and complete resume
snd cradentials to: David W. Fryrear, Super-
intendent, Campbeligvilie Beard of Educetion,
136 South Columbla Avenue., Campbalisville,
KY nmg. Langth of contract and ralary

..

The Fayette County Board of Educstion is
sccepting applications for gr ncipal for the
naw elementary school on Squires Road

scheduled to opan at the beginning of the 1538-

89 schoo! ysar. Applications for this position
will be recelved by -the Fayatte Co. Public

-

sddresses of at least three current references,
and current sddress/telephone number. Add-
itionally, & statement of philosophy or vision
for opening 3 new elementary school in areas
such as program development, parent invol-
vement and selecting staff must be submitted
with the letter of application.

The MHsrlan County Board of Education is

sccepting applications for superintendent

of the Harlan Co. Schools untit pg_c%\g;

E.é 1987. Request applications from oard
retsry Ron Cole at: Horlan Co. Bosrd

of Educstion, Mounted Route #1, Harlan,

KY &0831 or by calling $06-573-4330.

Applications sre to be turned into the Board

Secretery at the same address. Sulary and

langth of contract will be negotiated with
the successful spplicant.

he Oldham County Board of Education Is
recelving spplications until ecember 18
987, for the pesitior of high school prin-

clpal. interested persons may request an
application from Robert Arvin, Superinten-
dant, Oldham Co. Schools, P.O. Box 207,
LaCrange, KY 80031, no later than

Pecember 10, 1937.

The Kentucky Denartment of Educaticn is
accepting applications for Deputy Superin-
tendent for Elementary, Middle and Secondary
Education (Curriculum and Instruction}. The
Deputy Superintendent gsupervises 130 pro-
fassiona! employees and reports directly to
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Quatifications Inclue  working knowledge

of current research in curriculum and instruce
tion; sdministrative experience; public schoo!
experience; and doctorste in education pre-
ferred. Salary competitive and negolisbls.
Application: Send letter of application, vita,
and namas, addresses and phone numbers

of five references to: Search Comnittee,
Deputy Superintendent for Elementary, Mid-
dle and Secondary Educstion, Kentucky
Departmant of Education, First Floor, Cepital
Plazs Tower, Frankfort, KY &0801. All
applications must be received by Januasry

15, 1988. Work will begin March 1, 1983,

Schools no later than 4:30 p.m. (EST) Eriday,
Fecember 18, 1927. Qualified persons Interosted
n applying for this position must submit &
let-2r of application to Mr. Thomas E. Mahanss,
Division of Personnet Sarvices, Fayette Co.
Public Schools, 701 East Main Street, Lexington,
KY 80502-1695. The letter of application must
tnclude essential information regsrding training/
Segrees. protessiona! werk cxperients, names

or as soop as possible theresfter.
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