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TELEVISION’S INVISIBLE WOMEN:

A FIVE-NATION STUDY OF ANCHORS, REFORTERS AND CORRESFONDENTS
I. INTRODUCTION

The status of women working in US media is well documen-
+ed (Beasley 1985; Flander 1985; Holcomb 19863 Marzolf 1977
Sanders 1986; Stone 19863 and Wilson 1984). To find out about
media women 1in other countries is more difficult, but one can
turn to publicetions such as ﬂggig_ﬁggggg_gg_gg@gg_for single-
country profiles and reports. However, virtually no systematic
cross—cultural studies have been done.

Such studies have great value, as the acheivements of wome .
in one country could inspire women 1n others. Conversely, such
research could unearth universal problems that cut across
cultures. I one takes the extensive research on US media women
as a baseline, many compérisons suggest themselves.

In the late 1980s, do women working in other countries face
the same problems as women 1in the United States—--differential
pay, story assignments and promotions? Have US women come closer
to wielding powar than elsewhere in the world? Or can a develop-
ed country such as the United States afford the "luxurv" of
tokenism in media Jobs. while developing countries must use all
the talent available® Are US media at a st;ge through which
other count ries have passed and still other countries will
pass~-—a stage where women find themselves thwarted by a giass
ceiling? Or do cvcles of progress differ from nation to nation”

The present study can begin to shed light on thes& Que
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ione. It focuses on television becauce 1in the late 19E:e.,

women in US network television can well benefit from the 1ne: ghte
of a multi-country study. There are signe that progress mede
from the early 1970s 1s being eroded (Flander 1983).

According to Renee Foussaint, WJEBM-TV, Washirgton, D.C..
"Th;re is a decline actually in the visibility and participat:cn
of women reporters on the air. . . Men deciZing that women wers
getting tco much control. too much visibility, too mucn influenrce
in tre industry, &nd beginning to biloct certain channels of
upwarz mobility” (Beasley 1985). Women &t AEBC have been meeting

since 1987 to try to overcome unequal treatment--including less

air time and O percent less pay than men (Lanais 1586). The:r
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actions "reflect an i1ndustvy-wide belief that womern are no lcncer

i
pa
r
{1

]

assiduously sought atter a&as networkh corresponaents" F1l

1.

)

55)- .

i |
«u
m
e
m
.
n
w
R}
0

This stuady. a2 content analvsis. cannot discer!

Q
DUl
3
2
4a
(3]
u
n
M
ba
1}
3

thcughts. but 1t can compire the “visibil:tv anad
wemen werking on LS television wlth ThogsSe 10 CSTNEY JCUnTILES.
Likewis2, 1t cannot cetermine wnat. 1f anv, S$¥SCT &n iMNCrEase =<
womer mignt have cn\tne gefiniticn 3% news. but 17 Zan SPCw what
tvoees =f news women do cover and what similaritise & 1ST 5CVISS
cultures.
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1I. RELATED STUDIES
Numerous "census" studies have documented changas 1n women ' s

presence on US network television, but fewer are available for

other countries. The content of women’s on-air reports and
audience reactions to male vs. female newscasters have been

recsearched to some extent in the United States, but leess so

overseas.

US Research

P R P

A number of studies i1n the 1979¢ found no perceived difser-

ences between male and female newscasters (e.g.. Stone 1972

Whittaker and Whittaker 1976). Researchers at Eoston Universaity
concluded that women spokespersons "are more trustead bv the

public than men." Hpwever, market research -on radio newscas

found men's voices to elecit more positive responses {Lerner

X}

1582 .
Before ARC hired Barbara wWalters in 1576, a survev sSNCwes
that 4& percent of viewers preferred & +emaie newscastsr. o

percent preferred & maie and 41 gpercent na&ad o pref

\Woedrusf 1563, & more recent 3tudy ‘Wilson st ai, %86 ~Surc

m

that subjecte judgea a male ana +emalz ancnor as squaliv Irso15:

and a2ffective in reading the same naticnal news story, but Juvacea

o

the mnale less effective ana cradible than the women in r=&d:n

local news.

Ssingleton and Cook (1982) analvzed 1,130 news reports con
AEC. CES and NEC newscasts in 1979 to see i+ "female correspenc-

emte Jenerally report Tne sam2 vinde oFf News SIIri18c ]

male counterparts.” After ceoding the reports 1ntd AW Tocl
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categories, they found that foreign affairs, the federal govern-
ment and the economy a&accounted for 6.4 percent of the news
reports. When t.aey looked st the sex of the reporter, trhey
discovered significant differences (at the .05 level or below in
szver topics: women reported fewer foreign affairs, ecconcimv,
disaster and feature stories, but more +federal governme~t,
environment, women’s issues &and social problem stories.

0f the 1.170 reports by corresnondents, women deliverea 16%
2% percent). Wonen reported 16.1 percent of stories appesring
either first, second or tnird in the newscast tirciuging lo.l
nercent of the lead stories). f1gures comparable to thair
numer:cal representation 1n the sample and an i1mprovement Cvéer
past wvesars. In 1974-75. women reported only T percent o+ the
first, second and third stories on network TV newscasts (Marzci+

o
v i)

1
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Women represented 27 percent of all teievicsion newes peErsonn-

el in 1377, 26 percent 1rn 197° ana II perz=nt ov 1982, whers tre

-

sercentage remaineds  throudh i

networre, in 1571,

BC h
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d cwo women reporters. COSE hag chE #nG

nit,

NEC haa fcur,., By i
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hag e1ant {(Marzcl+f 19773,
Ten vears later. 1n late 1984. wocmen acoountes ‘or NLonEr

staff percentages than their air time would implv. They werz 16

[T

t

out of 90 reporters at AEC (18 percent): T2 of 103 at CES

percent)s arnd 14 of 64 at NEC (22 percent.. However, & sur.e- IV

NGW' = .=ga. Defense anz Zgucaticen Tund ‘W1lsch lFaa SZUnRG
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percent on

1984, on the three networks (8.4 percent on AEBC, 14.7

CBS and 7.9 percent on NEC).
Stories are filed by both US-based reporters and fore:ign

correspondents working out of network bureaus, then selected for

the nightly news at network headquarters. The lack of women 1n

bureau and headquarters management positions may partly explain

why women get short shrift in air time. In 1985, only four women
held top management jobs at the networks.

Also in 1985, ABC had one of its domestic ard fore:gn

bureaus headed by a woman: CBS had fouri and NEC had si1:. Nat:on-

wide in 1985. wnly 8 percent of TV news directors at networ k——

affiliated stations were women (Stone 1986, .

1

as low as these figures for women managers and on-&ir

reporters are. they represent domestic news operaticns almos:

ertirelv. The bias 1n television a&agéinst sending women OVErsEsas

remains. even though the bias 1n print media has startea ¢ erzce
(Eriics 1522). In the case of the Associated #fress. an E=ZC
settlement 1n 1¥87 hastenea the changs. wwhen tre zz2C czmelzi--
ts were initiated 1n 1975, AF hag nc  women ouT S B
pversess staf+?.,

In 1571, &line Saarinen became the +:rst
sorsi1gn  bureau chief when NEC assigneg “&r to Faris

e77). In 1982,

[SN

Hilary Browr coordinated AEC's coverage of t-=

El Salvador elections and Martha Teichnor covered Beirut fcr

3
u3
m

sut these evxceptions wvirtually confirm tne

forsign assigrments  often Lead £0O Jromotisns L&tsr

11}

ogf Dias cuts oFF an averue of advancement “or women.

5 7




and CES had no female foreign correspondents, while NEC had cre
( ‘Hesken.  1586) .

Just as womer's representation cn TY news staffs levelicso c+#
in the 1980s after gains in the 1970s (see above). so heas their

share o©f anchor positions at local stations. women were 1.

percent of anchors in 1972, 20 percent in 1976 and 6 percent 1%

1982 (Stone 1987). The proportion remained the came 1e82-1°¢.
On the networi evening newscasts, the gain that Barbara Walters
made 1n 19746 when she became a regular ABLC cc—ancher nacs Seem

iost except for women on weekend newsSCasts. Now “"thrse relativ

(]

lv voung and definiteity handsome scloc male anchors rei1gn” on the
ni:ghtly news (Flander 1983).

hNon-US_Resesarch

Detailed informatiocn about women repcorters, corresoondents
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asng anchors apoearing on TV newscasts outside the Jnitea

1s mrard tc come by, eepecially 1n deveicping countries. MOET
rzezarch describes womern working 1o il mess mecia. For =.amcles.
~Cmen =sre S~ii oJercs=hnt  oF  ThE  TCLRlI TWEClE SECIINMEL LT ZEST
Africa .Carty 13950:, 40 percent cf parscnne: 0 cuba (farts [7:C

it
11'»

and -7 percent of personnel i1n Singapore "Our women. . . 'L
&4 studv i1n Norwav spectifically on teievicion fOund That -
1277, 25,7 ercsnt of the vO1CES were femals: o 19£7, 27 se-z=":
were female, an i1ncrease of 1.7 percent. However, thece fioures
do not isolate news from other proarams (Abranamescn 16864°%.,

A

s crosc-riational percsonnel survev conclugec  tahat  JS AEILE

ACmen leac trhrE worig .o T0190i0g IJCE1TIONS IF CEEDCHSITLLLC
.Tartv 1984, Zut littie cross—-nationa:  TEESRrcn =.1sSUE SEECrIICT
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ing women on television. One such study that analyzed TV

M

newscasts in 10 European countries (Thoveran 1986) found
1gaevere under-representation of women among the Jjournslists
éppearing on the screen--the average was one woman for Sii MmEN
(14.5 percent).

- Because erxtensive past research has treated women journal -
ists on network television in the United States. the following
guestions, when answered with recent data. may bz usad to chert
changes in "census" figures and findings by Singleton and Coch
(1982):

1. What proportion of journalists on ABC, CBS and NEC
nightly newscasts are women™
2. What proportion of siories reported by women appeared ‘iret.
cecond or third on ABC. CEBS and NBC nightly newscasts™

The fcliowing questions will enable cross-cultural compar:iscns:

=. 4What proportion of anchors on nat:onal svenin

NneWwsCcxEt

0O
i
4}
"

)
10]

womer: ™
3. What proporticn of domestic stor.es are reportea oy women
5. What properiion of oversess cstor:i:eges are reportad 5w women
6. What topice did women repecrtes and correspondents regor=T or

as compared to those that men reportsd o™
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I1I. METHOD

Irn the summer of 1986, researchers involved 1n this project
contacted acquaintances in a number of countries. acsiaing them tc
tape the main evening newscast for Sep. 1~S. The late fall of
1986 was spentc transferring the taped news. recei1ved in varisus

formats. to the VHS format.

During winter 1987, initial viewing was done and notaticne
L &

made to discover whether any tapes had missing davs. They did.

The following five. chosen for detailed analiysis. repracenteo tne

Seet mi: Of countrisc with the fullest complemsnt of newscacts:

The United States (CES) First World., Westzrn

Japan (NHK) First World, Asian

Sri1 Lanhka {(Rupavahini) Third World. Southeast fAcian
Jamaica (JBC) Third Werld, Caribbear
Cclompia ("24 Horac") Third World. Lat:r Americsr

-

Unfcrtunateiv. 5ept. 1| was missing from the Jemaica tzces

and Sept. £ <rom tne Japan tapes. Hcwever, since soLr ~omcism=d

~apse dig esxi1st for botn Sept. 1 ana
that they had enough data (2T broadcasts: to procesd.

The <:1ve nat:one are catesgcrized bv Fraesom HCuses 2S
$ér=e media svetems. encect for =ri Lamea. which 1s i1sted 2
Sar<lv  Tree. Thev represent d:i:verce models 10 coveEr~TmETT
control. regulation., funding facilit:es and language usage.
In Colombia, the government owns the ctatione. but i&zses

crime—-time houre to private entrepreneurs for programmiag.

Tommerc. ai agwer=:sements scpear on “he  news  Irograms.  AS

Q ’
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Both the Jamaica Broadcacsting Corporation (JBC) and Nippon

Hoso Kyokai (NHK) are public corporations modelled on the EEBEC.
-JBC tslevision went on the air in 1963, finarced by governmert
‘grants and advertising., but the government directed it to become
gelf-suppnrting in the early 1930s.

NHK relies on license fees imposed on &ll sets for 1ts
funding. With 1.8 TV receivers per household *n Japan, NHh has
an annual budget of more than $! billion. NHK has about the same
number of TV stations &s the commercial bBroadcasters. whicn
concentrate on local programming.

The government-operated TV service 1in Sri1  Lanka began
troadcasting in 1982. Three stations cover the entire 1slanag.
Sri Lankan news is broadcast three times: once i1n Taml for tre
large Indian population. once in Sirhala for the native majority
and once i1n English.

Although commercials appear on botn Colomtian and C.2. news-
cests. in this studyv the uUnited States. reprssentea ov "The I3ZEZ

-
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ie the onlw -commerc:z: Srsaccast:in
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.also the oniy mewscast that doss NOt 1ncluce a ragu

[TW]

r-= segment and. along witn Coiombia. cne ot two that dJoces ~ct

us
Q
0

1nclude a national weather forecast.

Sports and weather forecasts were omit4ed <rocm Zdcing -Ir
comparability and to keep tne focus on news. Spor+s was detins2
as those stories arouped together and introduced as "sports

news." Other 1sciateg stories elsewherz2 in the newstast reiatss

m

5 zthlet:cs and westher 1&.a.. earthauaxss, wer2 .ncluGEa.

~
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retworks. the VYanderbilt University Televisiorn News Inde::_&and

Abstracts were used. To address all the other research questicrs,
a coding sheet (see appendix) was developed. Anchors werea def:ned
as viSIble..in—studio readers 54 the news. Reporters were defined
as persons reporting from a domecstic location, either appearing
on camera or doing narration, who had actually covered the story
they were describings correspondents met the s&ame criteria tut
reported from overseas.

Five story types commonly appear on newscasts: 1) those read
bv the anrchoris), often accompanied by i1n-studio graphics: pupl
those narrated by the anchor(s) but featuring remct=2 videcs.
oftern with natural sound: ~) ¢those adeliveresa by journalists
reporting +rom domestic locations outside the stucio: <
these deiavered by the networhk s own correspondents raporting
irom overseas:; and S) those delivered by correspondents rencring

for other networks that have sold stories o the hcome -etwc~ .

|
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The narrated cstories—-—tvpes 1 and

=rs’ wolcss alternati:ng ~reguently witnln the

i
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variety ard pacin 1mblng of one aNcnGr. male or -ema.=.
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J1THh &ach story was impossible.
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Fer the third tvpe. any storv with & gdiscer-itlis rnon—-sSticlc

ijcurnalist, whether he Cr she wWwas Shown oft Zamer™ 3. w~as cogse <Ioyr

gender. The story was counted as “mom-ctucio. " ever 1+ the ancnhcr

introduced and oar%ly narrated 1t.
t

For the fourth twvpe. narr r
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the Colombian news program aboqf protests

o

narrated a story for

puccer=r
I8,

against cigarette sa.es in South Korea, but from all i1ndicationes,

ATRNENIR

gt

no foreign correspondents, much 1less one 1n

42 the. network had

5. Kore: in al grobability, this and many other foreign stories
k2

?5 with a "passive" narrator came from a video e€-=rvice such &s
s Visnews.

5 The +ifth story type was not counted in determining the
e

% . . .

Iy importance of women journalists at a news operation. The smaller
=

3 networks who could only afford to cover foreign news by subscrib-
b

i ing to an overseas service had no choice as to the genaer of
2

& correspondents covering those stories. For example, Jamaica used
’?:;;i‘

& . . . . .

¥ many women journalists in 1ts own operations. but had to agegpend
2

i on British services for foreigrn stories. 7o cods the variogus
i Eritish men as 1f they worked for Jamaica Ercadcasting would have
:5;, .

- given a skewed picture or JSBC.

»

L Aféter the number of total stories. domestic-reporter storiss
s ana foreign-correspon~ent stor:es were noted. the percent 2< 2&ach
i +,pe fi1led bv women was caiculatsd. To get sn L32& Iv TCE
5,

P importanca cr “cresence" o+ the anchor. the percsntsce ot the
i totxl stories that the anchor () r=ag or rerratad was Zaiculan=d.
'

g The non-studio stories were then dividea into the foliswing
)

N categories used by Singleton and Cook (1982) o se2 14 mals znc
5 female Journalists were being given different types o+ assian-
% mente:

e

’lk

e

G 13

v

ey
&

v'v‘,

{AFurTex provided by erc [T N
. .

B RN o ) Lo
o ith A 3 IR oA K, ' M «
5 df#’éfﬁg:«‘fkﬁﬁ:ﬂ%’cﬂ'm LS T + c. '
. -

B



16.

If

Goverrment and politics. i1ncluding defense policies
Disaster/accident, including accident prevent:on
Science. including medicine and health
Crime, including white collar crime
Labor/economy/business, including agricul tural econom:its
Human interest/ people /features
Foreign affairs, including all stories reported from abroad
Consumer protection
Social problems, including drug abuse

Entertainment/ culture/ art

Institutions., i1ncluding schools and education

Environment

Transportation

Energy

Religion

Courts

Women s 1ssues

Other

problems with faulty tapes prevented learrning much about the

substance of the story, no coding was attempted or forced.
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IV. RESULTS

A total of 338 stories were analyzed on the newscasts of the
$ive -countries being studied. The week of Sep. 1-5, 1986, had 1ts
share of monumental stories that attracted worldwicde attention.
but;éhey did not squeeze out domestic news in any o+ the five.

The five biggest stories of the week. with the tcoctal minutes
devoted to each, were: 1) the non-aligned summt in Zimbabwe
(34.07 minutes); 2) unrest in South Africa 27.66): T) the Fan Am
hijacking i1n Fakistan (21.66); &) the AeroMe:icoc/ private plane

collicion in California (20.17); and S) the collision of a Soviet

M

passenger liner and freighter in the Black Sea (6.92). #A= W
will see, no woman covered any oOf these stories for her home

network in any of the five countries studied.

0f +the 20 journalists who appeared at lzast once during tre
wast on AEC. “wo wers womes ‘10 percsnti: of the 27 on CBE. “nrss
WEE woman {17 percsnt): of the I1 on NEC. two wWers womer =

per-ert:. In fact. all the women d:d appear rust  9nce. wherzas
many of the men (1%) men appeared on two. three or fcur news-
In other words. the women, few as they are, do not gec

proportionately as much air time as their male colleagues. 0O+ T=

non~ctudio cstories at ABC., women reported on.y two (o DErIen<.:
o+ T4 stories at O35, Wwomen rsocr<2g  thrss S oserzsnt o IS

=1 stories at NEC., women reported twc (& percent..
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t. ERIC 13
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Thece +1§ures show & marked loss of ground for womern 1n the
past sevan vyears. even when allowing for the smaliler 1986
sample. There was a decline from the 25 percent of reports that
women delivered 1n 1979 and the 21 percent of on-air journalists

that they representeé in 1979 (Singleton and Cook 198274 The

present study even shows & declinc nver the past two years.s ror
example, in 1984, women at CKS filed 14.7 percent of ctories anc

represented 21 percent of journalists (Wilson 1984).

o, Fosition_of_stories_by_women_journai:sts_cn £EC, CES_and_NEC
Ir 1979, women had reported 16.1 percent of firest, second or

third stories. i1ncluding 16.2 percent of lead stories ‘Singieton

and Cocol 198Z). In 1986, wrmen reported none of the first,

second o~ third storiecs. Again. the difference :n t1ime “rames

{one complets weet vs. & samplea year) should be roted.

i, TropOrti0n Of WCMEN _S&rving_as_anchors: _five_aazicons

R N A A e R R e e e et

ence" on 1ts nightly newscast., five out of eight dai1iy appear-

anc2s bes:ng women. The United States. reoresentsc 1n this Sars -

-e =tudgv bv CES. 1= %he onlv country ct the <ive with no ~OCmST
serving as e&nchors. Japan has a 54,30 ratic, since ot “SEanLrEd

the same male/female co-anchors every night, similar to the %“sam

pattern used on local newscasts 1n the United States.

Counting was 3Jone dav by 2a¢ Jue w3 Jis<fersnoss Ln FAITOY
SvETems <rom SSURt- . S SSURTITY. SCTS Jam&isi ARG 7L -Efe & LSS
s "ztaple" of rotating &RChors: in Jamalsé, T &L ambi&. AUSIECS

W




2 Sep.:

Cél18mbia 0/1 1/2 0/1
Jamaica _— 1/2 2/2
Japan 1/2 /2 1/2
S.Lanka O/ 0/1 0/1

u.s.
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fafle 1. Women Anchers or TV Newscasts in Five Countries,

0/1

1986

1/76=
1%

[
-/ -

-~ e
- wile

4/8=

1A

1/3=

0%

Q/5=

1%

"
FEE
i



A

ces saw five different faces in four dave of this study. Colombia
had the same male anchor every day, who was Joined on ore day by
a woman co-anchori thus the "presence' of women shows up as 16
percent (one of siy appearances) for Coloumbi &.

Eoth Sri1 Larka and the United States use a sinale -amnchor.
One of the women in the rotating crew anchored the news Sep. 4 in
Sr1 Lanka, accouting for one of +five appearances. Only the
United States uses a single. never-changing anchor.

The table also shows that the US svstem relies the least cn
anchors to deliver s%tories, since it has resourzss to ;unc &
ctable of reporters and correspondents. Interestingly. Japar
would ssem to have the resources for correspondents. but NHb
relies more‘ heavily on anchors (who deiiver 8& percent o+
stories) than any of the other four coutries.

£ x x INSERT TABLE 1 ABOUT HERE ¥ x X

3. Propertion_of_overseas_stories reported_by_women: +1ve_N&L:cons

e e S R e e e e e e e e e o e —  ———— & e P e S i e e - - =
-

No overceas storisc were reported by women correcooncents 15
any of =he five countries. The Tsllowlng “<gw Cverseas =TICLlES
for seach country were reportea Ly men: Cociomoia, NoOne: wam&eiZ:=.
nche: Japan. two: Sri Lanka, e:rght: and ~he United Statss. (-
The high numoer for Sri Lanka resulted from 1t sending 1ts CSwr
carrezegondent to the non-aligned summit 1n Zimoabwe, to> whlZ™o Lt
devoted 2CZ. minutes of air time during the weet. CBS' overcass

stories included Nicholas Daniloff and South Afdrican unrsst.

o

S, Sropor4isn_of _IOMESLiC_SISriSS_TEPCrIEQ_ v wemen: L F _ZSTtisUS
: Tapie - srows that oJa&apan nad 00 womEn ~SporTters. wnioE
g‘; O .
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thé United States (CBES) had only 17 'percent of 1ts stories

covergd by women. The percentages for Jamaica (JZ percent) and
Sri Lanka ‘(7?7 percent) may look high, but the actual numbers of
stories’are low: equipment énd personnel in short supply even for
covering local stories in these countries. Colombia uses
reporte;s\qulte extensively and has a respectable representation

of women doing this work (six of 22 stories. or 27 percent).

X % x INSERT TABLE 2 ABOUT HERE ¥ X X

Table = shows the range of story topics covered by both men
and women. The numbers are too small to permit sign:ficance
testing, but a few obsarvations can be made. The most prevalent
type of news. business/economy, was covered by both women and
men. However. the second most prevalent type. disaster/sccident.

covered onlv by men. The third most prevaient tyfpe. Crime.

b1
th

w

covereac nnlv by men eitcent 1n Colombis.

b3
b1
n

a
[N

Interezstingly. all o+ the government stories wers coverso

s wers Sversd T

i

ner. wnersas a&il of the scisncs/health ster:

women. The small numbere can only indicate some possible lines of

-

futdare 1nguiry abcut un1/ersal acssociations o+ story asslanmen

zr:d gender.

XA x ¥ INSERT TAELE = ~AEOUT HERE ¥ ¥ X
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Table 2. Women Reporters on TV Newscasts in Five Countriee 1986

Sep.1 Sep.= Sep.= Sep.4 Eep.S Total

Domestic_stories_reported by women/total stories

Colombia 2/% /6 0/ 1/73 1/5 &/20=
o7

Jamaica —— 1/2 0/0 1/7 0O/ 2/6=
TIn

Japan 02 0/1 0/0 0/2 ——— O/S=
0%

S.Lanka 0/1 O/0 /0 171 i/1 2/o=
b6%

u.s. PR Iy O/ 1.5 0/ -/13=

208

L X
WA



Table 3. Topics Covered on TV Newscasts in Five Countries. 198¢

roiombia- F 4,4 4,5 3 =

M 1,12,12 1,1,4,S 18,+,+ 1,5 2.2.4,5
Jamaica F — 6 6

™M 4 1,S 12
Japan F

M s,: 2 2_. ——
S.Lanka F S S

M 10
U.5. F Q.= =

M 2,2,3.5 2.2,5,11 1,2 4,4,5,11 1

BGovernment and politics, i1ncluding defense policies
Disacster/acciagent. including accident prevention
Science, including medicine and health
Crime., 1ncluding white collar crime
Labor/economv/business, including agricultural economice
Human interest/ people /features
Foreign affairs, including all stories reported from abroad
Consumer protection )
Soci1al groblems, i1ncluding drug abuse
Entertainment.” culture,s art
Institutions, 1ncluding scheoie and education
Environment
Tranmsporcation
Energy
Religion
Courts
Wwomen® s 1ssues
Dther

N TN N O RN N O C RN A NS R
[ ]
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V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
Fending further research, this small “map" of five.countries
presents some Surprising differerces and similarities-recerding
the status of women on television. If nothing else, the cross-
cultural approach removes the temptation that consumers of US
television mavy have to resort to "we've come a long way baby"
assessments. Self-congratulations are not yet i1n order.

The ban against giving women oOverseas assignmerits sEems
universal. (In fairness to Colombia and Samaica., however, we
should note that neither women nor men worked as foreign corrés-—
pondesnts in those countries.) The discrimination maylbe the
result of paternalistic feelings that foreign reporting-1s ~230
dangercus or cstrenuous for women. that women could not c¢=

-

torisse ef ectivelv becsuse of perceived machismc or lecal

tH

1

barriers or that women would be tco conspicuous tc MSve <resi .
Cr the other hand., forsign assignments mavs simplv be ses7 2S5
plums handed out via the old boys™ networkh.

Wwhile barriers againcst women covering Narl Newes sSesem T o=
taliing. gatekeepers still associate zcertain tvoes O+ stzr.ss
with women. Women covered all health stories tnat wers broacisst
during Sep. 1-5. These i1ncluded a new technigue being usSez .n

hospitals and a report/warning about & focd zontaminaticn sut-

g

ocsEk

N
o !
"

break ‘both Col=mbia). ac well as stor:ss on an AIDE

&
‘-

fur
e
H{
"

and mew ~Ecaar<n On Suercicse ang the neatt cbotn snita2d =

-

The snly other ZBZ story by & woman—-or FRezagan s Crug War-—=w&a

20
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coded as “"social problems," but had a strong health angle.

between developing

The differences the developed and

countries stand out strikingly. Neither Japan nor the Unitec

States made more than token use of women to report domestic

stories--three of 18 stories on CBS, none at all on NHK. All

three stories on CBS could have been shelved For later use as

features in the event of major breaking storiess indeed. on

Sep. 5. the day of the Fan Am hijacking in Karachi, no stories by

women appeared.

Lank~ all had a strong fem&ale

Colombia, Jamaica and Sri

presence in ddmestic repcrting. with stories covering a wide

range of topics: crime. economics. health and human interest.

Pernaps developing countries realize that mobilizing the best

talent of bocth sexes makes sense. whereas developing coutries can

afford to resort to tokenism.

-~

Coiombia. Jamaica &nd Sra magde use ©OF WCmeEn

arnchors. Japan did as well, but cone could not helo notizing Mow

young the Japanese woman appeared next to her male co—ancncr.

Age was deemes hard to judge acturately. so no attemprt was mESE

g
)

+5 do 50 in the formal coding. However., the age dispar:ity dida =

great between male vs. femiie a&anchors 1h the thress

developing countries.

Speculatisns about what would happen 14 mere women recortsc

anc editses Lhe newe can easilv  Jdetsrigrate 1Nt Diatituces

-—
L

tl

st :reotypes. Without attempting to prove for certain wnat wcuicz

n <3
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happen if the feminization of journalicsm schocle filters into the
industry. some idea of what we are now missing can be put
forward. Writing in Ms., Wilson (1924) concludes that "women
bring & different acculturation to the workplacet si1mply because
they have grown up female."

According to Diane Sawyer, "Where yocu have & choice, and you
always have choices, on the margins ycu may end up with a very
subtle nuance, an inclusion of something that might not have been
included otherwise." Sylvia Chase of "20/20" beliesves that the
women’ s movemernt has added topics to the agenda of what 17 con-
sideréa to be newsworthy--rape., wife abuse, 4am1§y relations
{Wilson 1584).

Journalism Frofesscr Catherine Covert has stated that
women®s values, which emphazise ‘"concord. harmony. affiliation,
commurity." may change long-established news values. Women may
be "less drawn tc writing news as & series of confl:cts." E&Even
the vocabulary of news may change 1ts sen:st overtones, with he
dis4erence between "hard news' and
statuc of the latter rising {(Reasiey 137357,

Specif:1call~ :n overseas coverage. “ne debats sbout whet-er

- -
-

-
[w i

or not wocmen can handle such a&assigrments has  chean

W0
M

Save some sdvanta

ot

=

H

discueszion now centerse on  whether womeEn

W

n

whether male and $emale correspondents report stories i1n the same
ways. Logistical and perceptual advantages apply even 1n micho

. where "AmEriCan women

m

cultures =such as Central Ameraica

—grresepondents ar

U
1{}
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m
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*IN&s i <O Y = =]

Women can get tneir <00t ints e Jcor or sh&ag &h 1MportEnc
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interview both because of a “tradition of

scengency not to see women as a threat.
stor.es may result because people will talk more

and because women "may see things

Neegds for. .future research

The small number of countries and

study imply a need to explore

depth. The United States may be atypical of

in the

it puts

the barriers

Third World countries needs to be

number of

adding African and Arab cultures especially.

With more information o©n story

Singleton and

analysis such as carried out by

be possible. Coes an

with nurturing result

Questions abound about the interpiay of

uo female. T women

countries? What about other Western countries?

what would

Furthermors,

Arab countries?

cultures if women <from developing countries

nat:ons,

developing countries”

Research on these questions could be

2% Journalism and training

Tuniel

In one USIA procram in

ach

i

eI .

women

courtesy"

Furthermore,

iimited time

path of women TV journati

assignments, csta

Coot;

Asian,

covered

useful

proarams which are

and &
better

easi1ly to women

men don’t see," according to

writer Stephen Remsenfeld (Eriick 1981)

span of this

the same questions in greater

Western nations in

The

1sts.

expanded as well.

tistical

(1982)

wouia

apparent universal asscciation of women

in éssignlng them to do health coverage™

culture and growing

in fact have an advantage 1n covering Latin

African or

be the 1ntsrsiar T

devei Jpec

or i¥ women from developing countries coverea 2issimllzr

in schoo!

Hi

ateractin

[v]
3
(8]
)
[1{)

“

1
1))
m

1N summer
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be fomale.

about one~half of the trainees are eupected to
future of Third World jourmslism say well rest in female hands.
Yt 4" ~ ;N .
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