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ABSTRACT

At the same time that it is experiencing rapid
growth, the field of adult educition is struggling with its own
maturation and development as a profession. One of the issues related
to the professionalization of the adult education field is that of
certification. Those who favor professional certification argue that
it is a means to develop the profession because it is a practice that
gseparates individual practitioners who are competent from those who
are not. Those who argue against professional certification do so for
a wide variety of reasons. Some believe that the certification
process is incompatible with the philosophical assumptions underlying
the field, whereas others feel that certification might divide an
already fragmented field. Areas of discussion related to
certification focus on (1) the major proficiencies needed by
effective adult education practitioners; (2) the relationship of the
proficiencies to performance and program quality; (3) appropriate
determination and measurement of the proficiencies; and (4) the
purpose of certification. Another controversy surrounds the
determination of an appropriate credential and credentialing body. (A
32-item list of print resources and resource organizations is
included.) (MN)
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The following organizations may be consulted about
the certification programs they bave initiated for
their members:

American Association for Counseling and Develoraent,
5999 Stevenson Avepue, Alexandria, VA 22304
(703/823-9800).

American Compensation Association, 6619 North Scotts-
dale Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85253 (602/951-9191).

Association for Educational Communication and Technol-
ogy, Division of Instructional Development, 1126
16th  Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036
(202/466-4780).

Institute of Management Consultants, 19 West 44th
Street, Suite 810-811, New York, NY 10036
(212/921-2885).

National Socicty for Performance and Instruction, 1126
16th Street, NW, Suite 102, Washington, DC 20036
(202/861-0777).

Personnel Accreditation Institute, 606 North Washington
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 (703/548-3440),
The following tmns can provide additional
information about certification

American Association for Adult and Continuing Educa-
tion, 1112 16th Streect, NW, Suite 420, Washington,
DC 20036 (202/463-6333).

American Society for Training and Development, Box
1443, 1630 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA 22313
(703/683-8100)




