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INCENTIVES IN EDUCATION

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1987

U.S. SENATE,
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES,
Boston, MA.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at the East Boston High
School, East Boston, Massachusetts, Senator Edward M. Kenne y
(chairman) presiding.

STATEMENT OF LAVAL WILSON, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS,
BOSTON, MA

Mr. WiLsoN. Good morning. I am Laval Wilson, superintendent
of schools for Boston. I am delighted to be here this morning to
welcome Senator Kennedy for this very important hearing. Senator
Kennedy, of course, is chairing the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources. Along with Headmaster John Poto, staff and
students here, I and the school committee and members of our staff
and this city, we are delighted to take pleasure to host Senator
Kennedy who is a very great friend of education nationwide and a
very real friend of the public schools here in Boston. The Senator
and his able staff always follow us, always hear us, always help us,
and we were grateful to him and glad to have him among us toaay.

1 welcome, too, all of the distinguished witnesses that are going
to be here to speak. If we can provide you any assistance, we will
be delighted to do so. The topic on which all of these witnesses will
speak is indeed important in syntex and education. In Boston we
recognize that carrots work better than sticks, and we try to pro-
vide the carrots that work to keep young people in school and
doing their best. Some are after school jobs, jobs after graduation,
?ccess to college for all graduates threugh counseling and final dol-
ars.

We will submit testimony also on those programs to your com-
mittee and on the system-wide planning process we have been
using to establish the Boston education plan. The plan gives specif-
ic 1%oals and actions and 16 major initiatives for improving Boston
public schools. We believe that clear goals are effective incentives
to the teachers and administrators and all support staff.

There are near Boston several incentive programs with potential
for replication nationwide, but there is an area of needs for incen-
tives where Federal Government alone cza hope to make a differ-
ence. The incentive for the most able college graduates to keep in
our schools, if not for an entire career than for some years and give
added incentives to teach were the challenge is greater and those
school districts where the poverty is greater.
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A student loan forgiveness program which would not cost cur-
rent dollars couid be the compelling incentive needed to solve the
nationwide anu very critical problems of few teachers. How many
students can be available for us, and the types of people who go
into education, all of these are the heart of the quality of education
issue facing this country and the Senate program in this area
would be right on target in improving education in the nations
schools.

I want to use my privileging honor of introducing Senator Ken-
nedy. Senator, we are delighted you are here in East Boston High
and we welcome you and your staff, and we are very pleased to
host this incentive. I was told, as I was chatting with some of my
colleagues, probably one of the first incentives we could ask for,
however, would be incentives for more heat contribution, but we
think that the weather that we were having on the northeast part
of this country is a temporary part of blizzard and hopefully the
snow season will be put off a little bit. Thank you for coming, and
welcome to East Boston High.
| [Tl}e prepared statement of Mr. Wilson (with attachments) fol-
ows:
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I am here this morning to welcome Senator Edward Kennedy to East

Boston High School. Along with Headmaster John Poto, his staff and

students, it gives me great pleasure to act as host to Senator Kennedy,

a man who is a very great friend of education nationwide,and a very

real friend of the Boston Public Schools. The Senator and his able

staff always welcome us, always hear us and always help us. We are

grateful to him and glad to have him among us. ¢

Welcome, too, to the distinquished witnesses. The topic on which

they will speak is important: - Incentives in Education. In Boston we

recognize that carrots work better than sticks, and we try to provade

the carrots that work to keep young people in school and doing their

best - summer and after school jobs, jobs after graduation, access to

college for all graduates through counseling and final dollar

scholarships. We will submit testimony on these programs, and on the

system-wide planning process we used to p:uduce the Boston Education

Plan. The plan gives specific goals and actions for sixteen areas of

school operations. We believe clear goals are effective incentives for

teachers and administirators.

There are here in Boston several incentive programs with potential

for replication nationwide, but there is an area of need for incentives
where the federal government alone has the scope to make a difference -
incentives for the most able college graduates to teach in our schools,
if not for an entire carcer then for some years, and to give added
incentives to teach where the challenge is greatest, in those school

district where poverty is the greatest barrier to achievement,
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Page Two

A student loan forgiveness program, which would not cost current
dollars, could be the compelling incentive needed to soive the
nationwide and very critical problem of teacher shortages, Who
teaches, and how many students each teacher must teach, are issues at
the heart of quality in education. An incentive program in this area
would be right on target for improving education in the nation's

schools,

I won't abuse my priviledge of introducing the Senator by taking
any more of his time. Senator Kennedy, you are very welcome here, and

1 wish for you a very productive hearing.

Attachments:
The Boston Compact Programs

The Boston Education Plan, a description of the planning
process

Demographics on the Teaching Force - our needs for recruiting
teachers

| ERIC 9
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The Boston Compact

The Boston Compact is one of the most successful collaborative
efforts between a school district and its community in the
country. The Compact is not a program in itself; it is an
agreement, the gradual fulfillment of which has led to the
development of a growing number of innovative programs and
services. These programs are linked conceptually and
operationally, and provide for Boston Public School students a
comprehensive sequence of opportunity.

(1) The Compact Agreement

The Boston Compact began in the fall of 1982, The centerpiece of
all Compact activity is a fornal agreement, first between the
Boston School Committee and the city's business community, and
then expanding to include local colleges and universities in
1983; and local building trade unions in 1984. The agreement is
a simple quid pro quo which assures measurable improvement in the
quality of education in the public schools, in return for
increased opportunity and support for students and graduates - in
jobs, careers, higher education, and skilled trades.

Specifically, the Boston School Committee has agreed:

. To improve student attendance each year in the city's
public high schools;

. To improve test scores in reading and mathematics on
stands ;dized achievement tests each year;

o To reduce each year the high drop-out rate in middle
and high schools;

e To increase each year the number of students who
continue their education in college after graduation;

. To increase the number of graduates each year who
successfully enter career employment.

In return, the business community has agreed to hire Boston
Public School students ani graduates on a priority basis for
summer jobs, part-time job» during school, and for entry level
career opportuni<ies sfter graduation. Businesses have also
agreed to increase their support for businass partnerships with
individual high schools, to improve scholarship opportunities,
and to assist teaching faculty with their professional
development. To date, 352 Boston area corporations have signed a
formal Boston Compact pledge.

The higher education community in Boston has also agreed to
similar support in return for improved education. Tweuty-five




area colleges and universities havz signed a pledge to assist
students while in school with guidance and higher education
agsistance; and to accept Boston Public School stucents on a
priority basis into their undergraduate programs; and to support
Boston graduates, particularly during their first years of
college, to succeed academically and socially.

Lastly, the local building trade unions ha & also signed a formal
pledge, to increase access to Boston graduates in the twenty-four
local huilding trade apprenticeship programs, in return for
continuing measurable school improvement.

(2) Programs

These three interrelated agreements have created a climate of
opportunity for Boston Public School youth which has resulted in
a set of programs supporting voung people from the beginning of
high school through post-secondary education and beyond. These
include programs in employment, guidance, and financial
assistance.

(A) Employment and Preparation

The Boston Summer Jobs Program is a youth incentive program
which gives Boston students & chance to earn a high paying
surmer job through their record of good attendance and
school performance. In 1986, a total of 614 corporations
hirel 2,591 students. Student wages in this program have
been the highest of any summer job campaign in the nation
for the past four years.

The Job Collaborative is an employment preparation and
support program which places private industry staff in each
high school who coordinate school work-study efforts and
place students in part-time jobs tailored to each student's
schedule. Participating employers cooperate with school
faculty to make student work experiences conditicnal upon
good academic parformance. In 1986, over 1,500 students
received part-time jobs and employment counseling.

Compact Careers places graduates in permanent employment
with clear advancement opportunities. Since 1983, over

2,500 graduates have been placed in careers in businesses
committed to the goals of the Compact. Job retention,
advancement, and part-time college tuition assistance
statistics are uniquely high.

Business Partnerships links 25 major Boston corporations in
partnerships with each of the city's 18 public high schools.
Partnerships are diverse, and include a rich variety of
activities each year between the high schools and their
business partners, in curriculum development, staff
development, student enrichment, career exploration, and

Y financial assistance.

i1
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ggfgrcunicY in Boston is a new Boston Compact initiative
which extends employment opportunity for Boston graduates
through college and into long~-term management opportuniry.
Boston graduates who successfully complete their college
education will be given entry-level management jobs on a

priority basis in major local corperations.

(B) Guidance and Support

The College and University Partnerships 1ink 25 post-
secondary education Institutions with individual Boston high
schools to assist faculty and students in curriculum
developmens, staff development, manag~ment, college
selectior, and other activities relw.+d to continuing

edncation.

The Higher Zducation Assistance Center has been established
to pXovide students and faculty with a fully equipped,
Centralized facility and staff whose mission is te assist
high school studentsz in the process of selecting and
applying to hither education. Located at the boston Public
Library, the Center works cloxely wi+}, school guidance
counselors and with college part_,snip staff.

(C) Einancial Assistance

In 1984, executives from the major corprations sponsoring
the Boston Compact established the Boston Plsn for Excellence - a
permanent endowment in support of the Boston Public SchoolS. The
Plan for Excellence, administereda by the Boston Foundsation, hLas
grown steadily in the past two years, snd has established a set
of programs aimed at providing financial assistance to students
and faculty in the schools. To date, this endowment has grown teo
over $8 million.

The Bank of Boston Education Incentive Grants offers
competitive grants to public school educators to assist them
in developing innovative ideas in the clagsroom. Endowed by
a gift of $1.5 million trom the Bank of Boston, this effort
has resulted in over $300,000 in direct classroom assiszance
to teachers.

The Bank of New England Teacher Incentives has provided
$500,000 tor direct grants to Boston teaching faculty to
enhance their professional development. These funds have
glven both individual grants and personal stipends to afford
teachers the opportunity to explore waye to extend their

Professional development.

The John Hancock Heart Program has established a $1 Million
endowment to support Boston middle schools, particularly in
the areas of athletics and support to at-risk youtn.

Ascess provides financial counseling and scholarship

ERIC
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assistance to Boston Public School students and gracuates.

A $l1 Million endowment from The New England, and a challenge
grant from the Boston Foundation resmulicing to date in over
$4 million additional funds, provides a financial base for
two related services: a staff of Access counselors trained
to assist students to take full advantage of publicly
available s.holarship opportunities; and funds to give
students "lest dollax" support to round out their higher
:ducation financial package.

In the fall of 1986, the announcement of Owportunity in Boston
and Access meant that Boston Public School students now have a
complete sequence of opportunity: summer jobs and employment
counseling during high school; entry level careers on gr.duation;
support and priority acceptance at local crlleges and
universities; scholarship assistance to enab.ie all Boston
graduates to go to college; and lastly, the promise of a career
in management for successfully completing a college education.
All of these incentives are connectad to the assurance of
continuing education improvement ir basic skills, attendance, and
student retention in the Boston Public Schools.

(1) New Programs for At-Risk Youth

As a result of Superintendent Laval S. wilson's new $2 Million
initiative to reduce the level ox dropouts from the Boston Public
Schools, a nuw set of programs have becn put in place during
Acadenic Year 1986 - 1987.

These programs are closely coordinatea with one another to
provide the first steps toward a comprehensive service plan for
At-Risk youth in the city of Boston. The programs serve two
needs: prevention - programs based in Boston schools to help

revent dropouts; and re-entry - programs based in the
comaunity which attract dropouts back to school.

Prevention:

Compact Ventures: An innovative program aimed at high school
students who need remediation assistance and help to stay in
school. Ventures provides three services:

(1) outreach to parents and family to keep t, em informed
about student educational issues.

(2) Remediation Specialists to provide innovative educataon
approaches for at-risk youth.

(3) Case Management - a unique and highly effective form of
intervention to advocate for students, connect them with a
wide variety of services, and solve problems to¢ help them
stay in school and succeed.
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Project Prorise: a new program in three middle schools this year,
Project Promise provides students with extended day education,
Saturday instruction, and a reorganized academic program aimed at
increasing basic education skills.

Re-Entry

Boston Community Schools: Two successful programs operated by the
Community Schools have been expanded this year for the purpose of
recruiting dropouts back into alternative education and
coordinating their schooling with the Boston Public Schools:

(1) city Roots - a GED program - has been expanded to five
underserved neighborhoods, and the program is being
retooled to provide a public school-approved curriculum
to re-enroll dropouts in Boston high schools.

(2) Back to School - an alternative school for middle
school-aged dropouts, Back to School has been expanded
to new sites and will serve 50 youth with a Boston
Public School approved curriculum.

Mayor's Office of Jobs and Community Services: A constellation of
alternative education programs operated successfully by the
Mayor's Office for the past 8 years has been expanded this year
to bring more dropouts.back into alternative education and to
connect their education program with the appropriate Boston
Public high school.

For information on The Boston Compact and the array of programs
and services connected through the Compact to the Boston Public
Schools, please call or write Edward Dooley, Executive Director,
Boston Compact, 26 Court Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 02108.
Phone 617-725-6200.




THE BOSTON PLAN FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Sixty State Street. Boston, Massachusetts 02109 Tel. (617) 723.7459

. THE BOSTON PLAN

FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Boston Plan for Excellence in the
Public Schools is the natlion's only permanent
community-based endowment fund for public
education. It was established with a $1.5
million gift from Bank of Boston, in
observance of the bank's 200th anniversary on
February 7, 1984. In three years, The Plan has
grown from a single-concept school grants
program into a foundatlion with six major
programmatic activities, and has attracted
significant additional financial support.

The Plan is overseen by an independent
board of trustees, consisting of business,
education and community leaders. Administrative

Overview support is provided by the Boston Public
Schools and the Boston Foundation, which also
provided essential start-up funding for The Plan's
programs. ,

From the beginning, there was consensus
that the mission of The Plan should be broad.
Any activity determined to be helpful in im-
proving the educational opportunity of
Individual students In the Boston Schools
would be within the mandate of The Plan.
However, from this broad mandate, six specific
programs have emerged.

The School Initiatives Grants Program,
endowed by Bank of Boston, provides competitive
grants of up to $10,000 for school-based projects
designed to help Individual elementary and high

School schoois achleve excellence. Grants recognize

Grants proposals addressing concerns that include basic
skills, computer literacy, performing arts, and
multi-cultural education. To date, approximately
$200,000 has been awarded.

TRUSTEES

] Or Daniel S Cheever Jr Lawrenwe & DiCara Esq Arnold S Hiatt E James Morton
Chairman Frieda Garea Hon Julian T Housten Edward E Phillips
willam L Brown Avram ) Goldoery Or EllenS lackson Oavid Rockefeller Jr
Ot Joseph M Cromin Many Ann Haedenbergh Peter H \¢Cormick Ex Ofcre
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The Teacher Fellowship Program, supported
by a S-year, $300,000 grant from the Bank of New
England, asslsts up to 60 outstanding teachers
each year to renew thelr own educational growth
through particlipation In a specially designed
Teachers' Institute and to share thelr new skills
with thelr colleagues. Follow up workshops are
scheduled throughout the year. Each year a
different subjecy area Is deslgnated as the focal
point for the program, and different colleges or
univesities are selected to host the Institutes.
In 1984, Boston elementary school science teachers
par:icipated in summer Institutes at Simmons
College and Wheelock College. In 1985, the
program concentrated on writing and was hosted
by the Unlversity of Massachusetts. In 1986,
Northeastern University sponsored an Institute
focusing on math. Lesley Cellege will host the
1987 reading program.

ACCESS Is a student financlal aid advising
and scholarship program which assists graduates
of Boston Public Schools who wish tO pursue
postsecondary education by providing information,
counsellng, and "last dollar™ scholarship support
to students who do not recelve sufficient
financial aid from other sources. Through the
ACCESS Scholars Program, students recelve
information and encouragement related to their
academic progress and financial aid award status
while they .compiete postsecondary education. In
1985, 100 ACCESS scholars received ""last dollar"
scholarships averaging $500; |n 1986, 150 ACCESS
scholars received scholarships averaging $535,
ACCESS scholars can re-apply yearly for support
throughout their postsecondary education.

In 1985, The New England gave a $1 mlllion
glft to Initiate an endowment fund for ACCESS and
the Boston Foundation provided operational support
with a grant of $130,000. In 1986, the Boston
Foundation issued a 51 miilion challenge grant on
the condition that 1ocal companlies raise $2
mlllion for operational and scholarship
endowments. More than 50 companies, professional
flrms, and foundations have responded includin;
The Massachusetts Higher Education Assistance
Corporation which established a new $1 million
endowment for operations. The Pledges from these
companies raise the total ACCESS endowment to $5.5
million.
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The Hancock Endowment for Academics,
Recreatlion, and Teaching (HEART) supports
academlic and athletic programs in Boston's middie
HEART schools. Established on Valentine's Day, 1985 with

a $1 million endowment from the John Hancock
Financial Services, the program Involves

. competitive school grants to Improve basic skills,
especially for "at-risk" students, as well as a
citywide Intramural sports program in conjunction
with Boston's community schools. To date more

i than $250,000 has been awarded for academic and
athletic programs.

On February 11, 1987, the partners of
Goodwin, Procter & Hoar, a Boston law firm,
SEED announced an endowment gift of $1 million to
The Boston Plan to establlish SEED -- Support for
Early Educatlional Development. SEED wlll fund K-3
programs in the Boston Publlc Schools.

The School and Its Neighborhood, a new
program initiated by The Boston Plan, will
encourage closer relations between high schools
and the communities in which they are located.

School This program will feature the idea of "“youth iIn
and Its philanthropy" as its core component. The Plan
Neighbor- hopes that through this program, students can

hood learn about the process of "giving" in much the

same way as a foundation distributes its funds.
Funding for this program has been provided by
grants from the Public Education Fund and The
Hyams Trust.

The history of the Boston Plan for
Excellence in the Publlc Schools has been one of
dramatlc and rapid growth and development. The
genulne spirit of partnership and cooperation
between the private and public sectors has been
the most important ingredient In its success.

April 1, 1987

(Note: In the interest of economy, two additional documents
) supplied the cormittee by Mr. Wilson and entitled, "The Boston
Education Plan," and "Professional Personnel, An R&D Accountability
Study," were retained in the files of the cormittee.)
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR KENNEDY

The CHairmaN. Thank you very much, Dr. Laval Wilson, for
your introduction and presentation. You have been a good friend, I
have enjoyed working with you. You have appeared before our
cemmittee in Washington on a number of different occasions in-
volving the quality of education in the City of Boston, and I am
grateful to you for taking the time to be with us here this morning
to discuss an aspect of education which I think needs further exam-
ination.

The committee is looking forward to working with you as we de-
velop the authorization of our Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion Act, the principal legislation directed towards the support for
elementary and secondary education. I personally appreciate the
work you are doing here today. The committee looks forward to re-
viewing the various testimony that we will gather over the course
of the morning to find out how we can improve and strengthen the
quality of education for the City of Boston, and really for all the
cities across the nation. I'm very grateful to you for your presence
here this morning. I know you have a lot of responsibilities. We
will look forward to working with you after we have reviewed the
material from these hearings.

I want to say at the outset how appreciative I am that John Poto
was willing to be our host here this morning. Many of those that
are here to make presentations have come down to Washington
and appeared before our Education Committee. I don’t think that,
quite frankly, we get out as much into the rest of the country as
we would like to. I'm a strong believer in bringing our various com-
mittees that are making decisions out into the communities where
those decisions are going to affect the real lives of people in the
communities. This is important in order to have some understand-
ing of the issues that we are trying to deal with.

So, if it has been in the areas of education and health, or other
areas in which our committee has primary jurisdiction, we try to
do that on each and every occasior that permits us to do so. It
always takes some cooperation and some hospitality, and East
Boston High School has been exceedingly successful and hospitable
in working out this forum.

I want to thank the witnesses thic morning. I want to thank the
members of the student body for joining with us—I'm sure you'd
rather be back to class. I know that there will be some period of
transition in which students will be coming and leaving, but we
want to express our appreciation for their presence here. I'll make
a brief opening statement and then outline the rest of the course of
the morning hearings.

All of us agree that we need to do more to restore excellence in
education. We must increase academic achievement, we must im-
prove attendance, reduce drop-outs and raise the graduztion rate,
and we must insure that when students complete their education,
they have the skills necessary to enter the work force, and that
meaningful jobs will be available for them which use their skills.
There is no dispute about these goals, but there is real dispute
about how to reach them.

8
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We have heard a lot of hand-wringing in recent years about the
poor report card that the American educational system is bringing
home. But let’s not overlook the high marks, too. America offers
greater access to educational opportunities than any other country
in the world. Other nations double-track their students, deciding at
an early age those who will go on to higher education and enter
the most prestigious professions, and those who will not. In Amer-
ica, the school-house doors stay open to any student who wishes to
learn. And when it comes to higher education, a much larger per-
centage of young men and women go on to post-secondary educa-
tion in the United States than in any other nation.

So, when we consider our grades, in providing universally avail-
able education, America excels. The hallmark of this country in
education, as in so many areas, is equal opportunity. We are proud
of the achievements we have made, and the successes of the past
give us confidence that we can meet the challenges of the future.

Our immediate task is to enhance the quality of education while
retaining its unique quality of universal availability. Our schools
pride themselves as models of access, and we intend to keep them
that way. And we intend to pursue our commitment to excellence.

Today’s hearing will emphasize testimony on innovative ways to
reach the goals we share. The types of innovation differ, but they
have one thing in common: They provide incentives for accomplish-
ing specific goals in specific periods of time. Some of these plans
include financial incentives or regulatory exceptions as rewards for
improving achievement scores, reducing drop-out rates and sending
graduates on to college, training them for jobs, or curbing crime
and vandalism in schools.

Some of these ideas are controversial, and they generate strong
views on all sides of the debate. We do not necessarily endorse all
of them, but we want to listen to the discussion and evaluate the
record. America cannot stand still in education. We have succeeded
in the past because we have been willing to be bold in our quest for
excellence, to listen to new ideas and to determine what makes
sense in terms of a federal role in this area.

There are parallels to the use of incentive ideas in other areas.
Massachusetts has used a very successful model, the E.T. Choices
Program, to move welfare beneficiaries away from dependency and
into jobs. In Congress, we are already using this program as a
model for national legislation to encourage states to reduce their
welfare rolls.

At the same time, there is no free lunch. We face an enormous
federal budget deficit, as well as severe fiscal constraints at the
state and local levels. The best way to insure adequate funding for
educaticn is to demonstrate that what we buy with education dol-
lars works, and that we are using our scarce education dollars to
the maximum advantage.

This month our Senate committee is acting on legislc...on to re-
authorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the funda-
mental federal aid program for the nation's public schools. We
have a special opportunity through this legislation to promote the
use of promising new ideas in education. I look forward to vhe testi-
mony of our witnesses and to wo: .ing together to find effective and
affordable ways to improve the quality of American education.
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These various charts indicate what the 50 states are doing in
terms of innovative programs. There is quite a bit of diversity.
Some states have done an evaluation of their programs, and we
will hear about their goals and programs, find out what works, try
to see if there are examples at the various state levels and local
levels that have made some difference, and find out what applica-
tion they might have on a national level. We have copies of the
various charts that will be available at the door for those who
would be interested in looking at them.

So, we know a lot’s been going on in the states, a lot’s been going
on in local communities, and what we are trying to do in the
course of this hearing is to find out what has been happening in
the local areas, which examples has been effective, which perhaps
we can accept if they are suitable for national application, and see
if they cannot be replicated in perhaps some of the other hearings.

So, we will get started, and I know we have a full morning. This
is an important hearing. We will ask all of our witnesses to give
full statements, which will be placed in whole in the record. We
want to go into the questions, so we will ask witnesses to limit the
time of their presentation to five minutes. Hopefully, they will be
able to do that in any way they want. They may refer obviously to
the formal presentation or they can ad lib to whatever extent they
want. So, we will move on now with our witnesses, and we’ll ask
some to appear individually, some in panels. For those that are in
panels, we will from hear all the panelists before moving to the
questions.

We have Chester Finn, who has been Assistant Secretary at the
U.S. Department of Education since 1985. He has written and
spoken widely about American education and the efforts to im-
prove the quality of our public schools. The administration Fas
made some specific-proposals which involve the use of incentives at
various schools, and we are very interested in specific suggestions
you might make. Dr. Finn.

Mr. FinNN. Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN. We have a reasonably expensive system here for
adhering to the time limits. The Senate, as you know, has buzzers
go off, lights go on. We have a somewhat more civilized system, we
hold up little signs. We ask you to finish the thought that you
have. We don’t want to be overly arbitrary on this because we are
interested in the substance, but we also recognize ‘ve have different
witnesses. So, Mr. Finn.

STATEMENT OF CHESTER FINN, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Mr. FINN. Mr. Chairman, thanks for inviting us; thanks for hold-
ing this very important hearing. You have already said that you
will enter the full text of the testimony into the record, which I
appreciate. I might say it is an honor to follow Laval Wilson in this
chair. I don’t think there is a better big city school superintendent
in the country.

The basic premise of what I have to say is that more of the same
won’t cure what ails the Department of Education. We need mark-
edly better outcomes, and we are going to have to make some large

20
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changes in basic structures in centers and accountability systems
in order to achieve those markedly better outcomes. .

There are many promising ideas around but none more so than
to open up the system so that principals and teachers and parents,
and even students, can make crucial decisions for themselves and
live with the consequences. Nothing so concentrates one’s energy
as the opportunity to make decisions for oneself and to live with
the consequences of those decisions.

Please understand that I am not here describing an unregulated
educational free for all. Public policy properly sets the ends for
education and prescribes the goals, the standards and expectations.
Public policy designs and executes that accountability system
whereby we find out how well those ends are being achieved in the
education system.

The CuairmaN. We'll see how good a witness you really are. 'm
sure you can handle all questions.

Mr. FINN. As long as they are not done on my time.

Within that framework, nobody ought to be obliged to attend or
to work in a school that he or she is sent to against their will, a
school that might be so unpleasant or so unsuccessful that without
compulsion no one would have anything to do with it. Let schools
develep special characteristics and strengths and let them differ
from each other. Let people make choice on the basis of those dif-
ferences. Not only is this the right principle by which to operate
the school of a democracy, it also makes for better schools.

Schools with choice are more effective. Kids learn more in them
because the people in them want to be there; because such schools
are more accountable; they have feedback, they have incentives
built into them; because the educators who work in them have an
opportunity for greater professionalism and greater control over
crucial decisions about the means of education; because such
schools can develop clear missions and a well-defined purpose, and
we all know that clear missions and purposes are a key attribute of
effective schools all the research that has ever been done on effec-
tive schools shows it.

This idea that I am advocating is not revolutionary, Mr. Chair-
man. You can go all over the country today and find thousands of
schools of choice. Sometimes they are called magnet schools, some
of them are called alternative schools; they go under many names.
You can go to Vermont where for many years the towns that don’t
operate public schools have arranged to send their youngsters to
other schools. You can go to District 4 in East Harlem in New
York and Sy Fliegel is here today, he is one of your witnesses, to
describe a superb choice program in a major section of a major
metropolitan school system.

Here in Boston you can find magnet schools that are working su-
perbly, and you will find more if Laval Wilson's plan is implement-
ed as he proposed. In Cambridge across the river, you find a city
where every elementary school in the city is a m~gnet school and
where practically everybody gets one of their first three choices,
and where enrollments have grown and test scores have risen.

You can find much the same in Acton, Massachusetts. These
aren’t only in big cities and urban areas. You can find them in Buf-
falo, you can find them in the State of Minnesota where high
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school students can cross district lines aud can attend colleges if
they have completed the high school reqvirements. In Maryland
and in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. parents line up for three nights
in advance of the day they sign up their children for the megnet
schcol program. These are enormously popular in commanities
that have tried them

In Montcleir, New Jersey—an assistant for the governor of New
Jersey is going to be with us this morning as well—I understand
Montclair might have been the first community in the couniry
where every school is a magnet school. There are lots of axisting
examples. We don’t have very good aggregate data in this field. but
there are at least several thousand schools of choice among the na-
tion’s 75,000 public schools today.

The idea is blossoming, too. The National Governors’ Association
has endorsed it, as have the Committee for Economic Development,
the American Federation of Teachers, and especially the general
public. In the most recent Gallup Poll, 71 percent of the public said
that they would like to be able to choose the school they are going
to send their children to.

Now there is still disagreement having to do with the interaction
of this principle of choice with private schools, but within the
boundaries of public education, I think it is fair to say that this
principle has triumphed intellectually, and now it remains to be
seen in how many places it will be put into practice.

The states and localities are the main engines of this change, and
they should be. States can make enormous strides in this area, in-
cluding choices that go across district lines. The Federal Govern-
ment can encourage these things in modest ways. The magnet
school program—it’s steadily expanded in recent years—is one
way; the new public school choice program that is incorporated
into your communities’ education subcommittee bill is another very
promising idea.

I would like to congratulate you on this provision, Mr. Chairman,
and encourage that it make its way through Congress. The admin-
istration has endorsed in principle, of course, in our re-authoriza-
tion proposal for Chapter One. Let’s be clear. This choice isn’t the
only thing to do in education, nor is it an end in itself. It is a
means to fostering equal opportunity and educational quality and
accountability and parent control and, incidentally, voluntary de-
segregation as well.

If they weren’t holding up the signs saying my time has expired,
I would tell you about 12 other things that I think ought to be done
along with choice in order to complete the structural reform in
American education that in our opinion urgently needs to be car-
ried out.

Choice, let me say again, is a mea.... to the ends of quality ednca-
tion and equal opportunity. We have to do a lot of other tnings as
well. We are not fixated on this, We merely think it is the right
way for the public schools of the United States to head in the years
to come. I would thank you for the opportunity to present these
views.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Finn follows:]
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Teatinmony of Chester E. Finn, Jr.
Aaaistant Seorctary and Counselor to tha Seoretary |
U.S. Department of Xduoation

before the
Sonate Labor and Human Reaourocea Conuittes

¢ on
Choloe and Struotural Change
12 Aperican Eduoaticn

Ootobor 5, 1987

Boaton, MHascaohuasetts
Hr. Chairnan and zmonmbers of the Committee, I woloone the opportunity
to join you here tcday in Boaton to disouss oholoe in aduoation and '
how the choico prinoiple fits into tho ohanging Amerioan eiuocational
delivary syston. I tostified initislly on oholoco two yeara ago boror;
the Senato Government Affairs Suboonnittees. Publioc coneoilouaneas of
ohoios in cducation has broadened aignifioantly sinooc that time.
Today, parents rcocogniza that the oonoopt of ohoios axtends well
beyond the option of private school enrollmant and well boyond magnat
achools. The 3ane pudlio demands for botter aduoational opportunitiaas
for our children that preoipitated tha ourrent aohool roeforn anoveaent
oontinue today in zmoot of the oountry; oholoe in eduocation ia
inoreasingly the foous of suoh depands. The oritioal axanination of
our nation's sochools that was spawnod by the rofora movement baa givan
rise to many promising ideaz for ohanging traditional aohool settinga.
Roewards, inoontives, organizational resiignmants, and avan sanotions,
soat of whioh wore shunned by many oduostors and adminiatratora juat a
few yecara 830, have boooZe oocmon aas we attempt to anaure sosdezic

excellenoes and enhanoed opportunitiass for all our aokool obildrun.
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I would bo romiad 1f I fadled to note the prosising changes ocoourring
in many compononts of tho educational ayaten in this vioinity, Xany
of us in Washington have watched approvingly as Laval Wilson and other
Boston officiale reoccntly launched s b0ld and ocsprahenaive reforz to
inoorporate clenents of ohoioe, inoreased profosaionalian, more
stringent standards, and building-level autonony for oity mohoola.
We've 2aloo meen tho Cazbridge pubdblio achools auccessfully utilizing
parontal and conzunity involvezent to develop & unique choioe
environment, This plan broke with tradition by el‘ainating
nocighborhood attendance boundardes and oroating alternativas and
options for youngaters throughout the community, This has foatered
botter acadenio perfornmance and desegregatfon alike. And on the atate
lovel, Hassachu3etts has oonatructed for itaelf on¢ of the moat
andbitious assessnont and feeddbaok eyatems in the oountry, one that is
producing valid achievemont results that are comparable fros district
to distriot and even 80hool to sohool. In addition, Mamaaohusetts
883/ J30d its own students Ooncurrently with the Hational Assesezent of
Eduoational Progress 50 that it could both provide aohool level
achievenant data that oould be related to national perforzance aoalas

and provide a basis to oonmpare the rasults with those Of othar atates.
L]

Araa cffiolals sre to be commended for these and other inprovenents,
and 1t 18 about such daprovenonta--ard their relation to oholce-~that
I intend to spoak today. Tho struoture of our eduoation aystez ia
ohanging as a result of "exoellence novement® initiativea, market

factors, and politiocal prosaures. Xost of tha changes we are aseing
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are fully oocpatible with the prinoiple of oholoe. I would like to
sketoh for the Conmittec aone of these ohanges, auggest amone
sdditional changes not ourrently being puraued, then disouss how

ohcioe relates to structursl ohange.

Firat, lot us ncte that the foruo ¢f policy control in eduoation i=
beginning to ahift froo meana to ends. In the past, polioyaskera
ooncentrated on eduoational inputs auch =a oertifioation requirenenta,
gradustion requirencnts, hours-in-soh00l1 requireseata and the liwe.
Though polioyzakers have not relinquished oontrol of these faotora,
there hay been & discernidle zove on their | . to redirect attention
to school outcomes, ocbjeotive measures of learning. In Tioa fo
Jezults, last Year's report on e¢duoation by the Naticnal Governors
Aogooistion, the governors agreed that thoy would aseek ways to
regulate lesn if achools and schocl distriots produoced better resulta.
This bas begun happening in Indiana, Washington, and Xorth Carol.as,

and has been disouased in Naw Jareey and elaevhers.

Second, sccountability {a being buillt into the educaticnal zyatem at =
nuzbdber of levels. 7Taxpayersa are demanding good and reliable
ingornntlon oystens to monitor the perfornanoe of their ohildren, and
they arc beginning to get asuch systens here in Haesachuaetta, in
Californis, and claevhere. On = nationvide sozle, the sdnipiatration
15 aupportincg = bill to expand the acope of the Kation's Report Card,
the Hational Lososament of Lducational Progresa. When the "new NAEP®
ia in place, ve will be able to Produoce valid achiovenent reatltz on a

ptate-by~atate danis, and we will bc adle to fooua on atudent
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perforoance in spooifio aubjecta. 4a a reault of iaprovad nonitoring
of studant progress, educators, polxoy:g&.rl, and votera v know
when they naed to tetke aotion &f <hair éduo-zxonil goals ars __t delng
sochiaved, 1In fact, aoxe atate 1-va-¥-rl have fmplemented lagiclation
to oonfront “sducational bankruptoy.® At preaant nine atatos --
Arkansas, Qeorgis, Illinotla, te;tuoky. Kav Jeraey, XNaw Haxioo0, Ohio,
3outh Carolioa, and Taxas -- have lswa that allow achoola or achool
diotricts thet prove themeelvas over time to b soadenically fnferior
to ba sonexed, 50 to apask, by tha atate and either olosad or
reorganized. Several other states aro oconsidering ainilap

initiatives,

Keep 4n m=ind, too, that not all sooountability sfforts are atned at’
Studenta. Tha taating of tcaohera is indead coniroversial, but
%ﬁg!alazors 8t the etata level have sddresaad thia fwsua, in many
places, with unusual boldnasa. The Nationz=: Temohera Zxaz ia now
required by a number of atetes, and meny stateo requirs additional
teoto for both prospective and ourrant nembera of tha tasohing foroe.
da of thia April, A8 of the 50 atates had in place or wara
1aplezenting aone fors of teschor tasting. In &n attempt to ohroniole
such aotivitise, tho Departasnt relesssd 1o Auguat Nhat's Heppening fn
Issodor Yesting, s collaotion and analyais of data on this sensitive

topio.

Iy addition, professional eduoators ars beocoming more réaponaible for
sanaging their sohoola. Deciolons oBos made by distant polioymakers

and oentral offices ars mora properly heing mads by thosa at the
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s0hool site. These dooisions inolude ones about internal resouroe
allooation, personnel, soheduling, and ourriculusm. A drszatio exsmple
of shifting respousibillity is found in the agreement Just resohed in
Row York City about tha oporation of City aohools and teaoher oontrol
of deoisionnaking. As a reault '] their new oontraot, New York City
teachors will not only got 3ignifioant psy inoreases, dut will also bé
able to ohallenge oentral board regulationa oonoeraning olasa aize,
ourriouluas oontent, ané oholoe of taxtbooka. 4lso, toaohers wvho fasl
thay are losing professionsl oompstence will be adle to obtain help

frod more axperienced teaohera, known ss “intervanora.®

In oonjunction with ochool sita sutonony, teaohers &and administrators
are being encouraged through various incentive and rewerd syatenms to
provide better leadership snd to produce improved results. Tenneases,
OUcorgia, Arkansas and & nunmber of other statas sre moving forward in
t;o adoption of oareer laider plans wherein oozmpetant, ambitious
teaohore oan increase thoir statua and pay by denonstrating oompetanoce
over tine. At the seme tinpo, sohool bosrds are recognixzing the neced
for oonmittad, enthusiastio, oapsble lenders to sseura the role of
prinoipal, and they are beginning to Snaroh for suoh individuals.
Aooordingly, prinodpald' institutes hrva been establiahed to train
prospeotiva prinoipals in the art of laadarship, The Departcent ia
®lso trying to enhanoe such lordership-oriented moves. This aunmer we
releasod a Principal Seleotion Guide to help looal bosrds aearoh for
good laaders, and we aro also produocing for releass in early 1989 a

oasebook for use in training sohool prinoipals.
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Though these ohanges aro beginning to take place, other non-
ipcroesental changes need to oocur before learning lavels are apt to
increade significantly. MHore oxtoneive use neéds to be nade of
altornative ocertifioation to get qualified individuals froo diverse
baokgrounds into the field of temching. Teohnology needs tO he used
more efficiently and oreatively. The aoho0l oalendar needs to be
reuritten, a3 well, end parents neel to beooze more active partners in
the eduoational enterprise. Further suggestions for ohange have been
wade by Amorican Federation of Teachers Proctdent Al Shanksr, who bas
raconzended inplemonting o national teacher exam to oertify the
quality of teaohors, and developing profeseional temoher boards, at
both the diatrict and etate levels, to deval;p otandards of acadenio
and ethical bebavior, as well as to handle parental oomplaints,
ponitor instruotional materials, und deal With fuoompetent teachortc.

vlnd Ted Sizer i3 actually experimenting with structursal ohanges

. through the Coalition of Essontiasl Schools, a network of schoola

"working toward greater teaoher control of educational deoisions,

Tho addition of choioe options in eduoation 15, of course, a vitally
izmportant struotural change, one which meshes neatly with the
aforementioned ohanges., Let me talk about oboloe a bit and relate it

to the evolving ¢duoation systen,

Vhen I testified before a Senate suboonmmittes on this topic in the
fall of 1985, I reviowed the state of the ressaroh, and what we know
about education oboloe., My conolusion then aa now, on the basis of

researoh, is that oboioe favorably affoects student sohiovenment; that a
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woll-designed ohoioe program is useful in aohieving raoial
dasegregation goals; and that pudblio sehool choice programs eppear to
improve tho vitality of pudlio eduocation. At the same time, the
rescaroh v .iforsly fails to support the critios' oontentions that nore
ohoice would reduoce student achievement, torpedo desegregation goals
or ruin public sduocation. Let me reocount briofly soms major researoh

! findings on oholoe that have appearsd since my 1985 testimony.

John Chubb and Terry Hoe, at the Brookings Institution, have oontinued
their analyais of the High School and Beyond data base, and their own
oupplementary Administrator-Teacher Survey. $ome of their findings
have been pudblished} more are duc out soon. Theae resoarohera
continue to find certain private sohool advantages, espeolally in
"olarity and homogencity of educational purpose®™. Thoy oontinue to
Delievo that the pudblio schools oan emulate the private achools given
ve}l-doolsued struotural changes in the public school systen that
;ould perpit greater sohool autonomy. They alaso find that succesnful
publio schools have more of the orgonizational attributes of private
schools -- 3trong leadership, parental aupport and partioipation,

olear goals, tean play, and freodol from an overbearing bureauoracy.

In 1986 Mary inne Raywid, of Hofstra University'a Conter for the Study
of Eduoational Alternatives, argued that schools of oholoe in the
public sector possdsded various "suooess dynamios.® First, oholoe is
of valuo to our society in and of itself, engendering freedoz and
broadening possibilitieca for all, In short, oholoo ia something we

need t0 be toaohing childrez, and what better way to do ao than
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through the sohool etruoture itself. Second, choloe inproves teaching
by making it easier to assendble clasarooms of reasonably like-ninded
atudents, thua improving tha 1ikelihood of eduoational auooess,

Third, ohoice breake down buresuoratio oontrols of sohools by
dieoouraging uniforaity, which lenda itself to centralized regulation.
Pourtb, ohoioe enoouragee eduostor oollaboretion, whioh in turn
enoourages sxoellence like that found in pany types of organizations
and identified by Thozae Poters and Robert Waterman. Piftb, through
the sohool restruoturing it engenders, choioe cnoourages the
"personalization® of eduoation; strengthas of both teachers and
students will be hetter used toward odue-tlona? ends. And aixth,
cholce tends to make s0hools self-renewing systems, primarily by
providing invediate fcedback and inoentives through the other suocoecss

dynacies.

In addition to relatively large aoale enpirioal atudies, there is &
aarvelous hubbuh of eotivity foousing on eduoation oholoe cominz fros
the acadenio ocomnunity, some of whioh has been supported by the
Departzent. Riohard Elmore, for exanple, as part of the ectivity
funded through one of our oenters (The Center for Polioy Researoh in
zau&atlon), has prepared a key oesay on choice. John MoClaughry, with
& grant fron the Seoretary's Discretionary Fund, has produced o
soholarly, historioal, and ourrent ploture of the Vermont syates of
eduoation oholoe -~ a ayatem that hae worked well for more than a

century.

Other Departnent-funded research on oholoe is worth noting. The

B
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Departoent supporteod a case study evaluation of outstanding publio
sohool oboioa prograns. One of the sites, in Hew York district 4, was
reoently featured on the MoNeil.Lohrer show. Charles Glenn, director
of the Bureau of Equal Opportunity for the state edutation department
here in Mcsaamohueetts, has undertaken a study of schools of choice in .
other oountries. 4t By requeet the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development roquested its mexder nationd to prepare
papers on the status of eduoation choice in their raspeotive
oountries. We havc now contraoted with Dr. Glenn to synthesize theae
papers and expect additional inaights into choice &8 2 result of these
{international oomparisons. Also iz the aroa of international oholee;
Estelle Jamas 18 continuing her work on public &nd private achool
oholce abroad. Zn unrelated study partially funded by the Dopartnent'
and vorth nentioning: Christine Roszell of Boston Univerasity
conductsd a atudy and found that desegregation progrzns that rely on
choice tend to produoe pore lasting effects. Finally, the Office of

Bducational Researoh and Inprovezent 13 developing = "parents' guide®

to saking sauoationsl choices for ohildren.

A large smount of other work hss proceeded indopendently -~ &
developaent th!} T applaud. The Minnesota Options Plan has not only
been iuplenented, but the state has undertsken an evaluation of the
results that has revealed parental and student satiafaotion with the
progras and strong levels of academio achievement on the part of
partioipants. In Time for Resulls, the Natlonel Governors Assooiation
gave s .strong endorsenent of oholfce. In 1ts 1987 follow-up report, it

has oollectad anecdotal information on choloe initiatives throughout
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the oountry. Aoadesio Journals and the popular eduoantion press abound
with etories, opinions and comzentary on the topio., Aagain, we support

such investigations.

Though reaearohers continue to debate about the desirability of
oholos, the publio oontinues its support of the notion. In the 1987
Gallup Poll on Education, aponsored by Phi Delta Kappa, fully 715 of
all respondents said "yes™ when asked 1f parents should have & right
to chooze the local publio mohool their children attend. Gellup Polls
fron previous years i{ndicate that this support s longstanding, too.
There i3 aiso polling evidence of e vldespraad.deslre for aeduoation
ohoice smong minorities. The Oallup Poll oonsistently shows Blacks
and rasidents of our largest cities in favor of education vouchers.
This leads ua to but one oonolusion: those who want more eduocational

oholoe tend to be those who presently enjoy it the least.

Poll evidenoe 18 oonvinoing, but eaoh 8pring we smee enthusiasm ¢ -
oholoe played out in the newspapers as parents flock to magnet schools
and wait in line «- often for houra or even days -~ to enroll their
ohi%dr.n in quality prograne. Laat February, for exanple, tbe
desooiated Pross reported on a group of Pittsburgh parsnts who apent
soveral winter days in a parking lot awaiting the opportunity %o sign
up thoir ohildren for a local nagnet sohodl. Prinoe Oeorgea County,
Haryland has a nusbar of sagnet schools, and Washingtonians annually
watoh as parents almost fight Zor slots in these sohools., Suoh scenes
aro relatively comzon soross the oountry in places where even a

linited oholoe aohenme 4s in effect.
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¥e at the Department would like to see choice extended suoh that
parente and children are able to seleot the achool they want to attend
anywhare ia the district, or, oven better, anywhere in the state., We
21e0 think teaochers and principals should be able to choose which
30h00l they wish tO0 work in., We d0 80 at least in part beoause there

are four key themes that underlie ths ohoioe ooncept, themes we think

¢ are borne out by researoh and are worth noting:

~= Pirst, oholoe fosters cquality of opportunity. Currently,
wealthy famflies a2y ohoose private sohools or may move to districts
that hava £00d publio sohoolas poorer families by and large do not

have esuoh options. This inequity often leads to poor oduocational

oould be addresced through ohoice arrangesents, sinoe choice usually
leads to greater spoadenic achlievenent enong minority and low-income

studenta.

|
|
|
|
|
|
f
aahievenoent anong those with fewer ~ptiona. 1Inequities of this sort
== Seaond, ohoioe of schools by students, tecaohers, and

adninistrators night provide enough oompetition to bring sudatantial

inprovenent (n program quality and {n esducatoer responsiveness to

parenta. Competition will also engender diveraity, whioh we believe

48 $oherently oreferable to unifarmity, hnmnganmity, and monopoly.

-~ Third, a ohoice systen allows for the proper funotioning of ths
parental right to shape the education of the ohild., Many today

bolieve that publio sohools oonvey majoritarian beliefs, values, and
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philosophisu or hosoganised orthodoxy thst lose sight of other values
end distinotive beliefs. Woree yeot, schools fearful of offending
perents who hold vievs and beliefs outaide of tho majority ofton do
pot attenpt to teaoh valuea at all. Choioe would oreate a variety of
tyyes of sL.oolt; the mchool systea as a whole, therefors, would be

HOre responaive to the desiras of fanilies.

»= Finally, cholce will le8d toward greater school-level autononmy,
whioch will enhanoe tsaoher professionaliss, encourage educators to be
Tesponaive to parents, and conbat the detrizmental effects 03 school

qualily of inoreased oentralization of education polioy.

Given the needed addition of the prinoiple of ohoice to the evolving
astructure of the eduostional systez, We yill oertainly be in for soze
radiosl change. But we ough:t not fear this. The astatus quo isn’t
working well enough. Sarious efforts at educa“ion refornm reguire
these non-inorenental obanges. tLet me b Olear: I ap not speaking
hers of change Jjust fcr the seke of change. Soxe of tha struotural
cbangea X've mentioned are already ooourring. Choloe == g atructural
ohange not now being nmade in enough places -- 13 educationally
tuaoélonnl. The effeotive 80ho0ls ropearch oloarly suggasts how
various typea of ohoioe on the part of parents, teaohers, and
adninietrators works to build good schools. The study of othar
organisatione aleo shows how docantralization, looa) gatonony, and
0h0103 meah to oreate strong insti*utions. Coomon sense, too, tells
ue thie. And finally, an exanination of plaoces whore ohoice has been

tried and found to work show how tha right kinds of inocentives,
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rovarde, and eltarnetives in ¢ eysten lsad to gains in produotdivity,

Let ne reoep the weys I believe educetion will benefit from all the
struotural ohanger I've diecuseed, Pirst, teaohers will beoone nore
"profeesionel™ in ¢ number of weys. Vith inoreased sohool level
autonomy, oareer laddere, inoroascd oéoountabxllty, oholoe of eochools
for etudents and teachers, .. setors will baecous lese dependent on
oentralized authorities. An infusion of oholoe into the systen will
als0o inorease parental involvement signifioantly, Further, sohools
will begin to develop different enphasee. Some will foous on the .
arts, soms oo s0ience, some on math, end the 1ike, though there will
be a ocore of besic knowledge that will be teught et eaoh 1not1tutxon:

Desegregetion offorts will dbe anhenoed, and those who now have the

laest say 4n thedr eduoetion will benefit the most.

¢

coNeLusION

In parting, Mr. Cheircan, I would like to oommend you for holéing this
heering and for your seeroh for bet}or ways to eduoete our ohildren.
Let.lo spoourage you to seke ohoioe ¢ foous of your deliderations on
oup eduoational diffioultiee. I en here to euggeet thet ohoilce 4n
sduoetion ie prodably the most effeotive Reens to our mutually desired

goal of tnoreeeing eohievanment levels of all our studente.

»)3e~
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The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. What do you think the
Federal Government might do to encourage more innovation and
reform at the local school level? I think you made an impressive
case for what’s being done, a lot of those programs are being start-
ed, and you make a very impressive statement in support of those,
and I am interested in what you are prepared to do or recommend
for Congress so that this kind of innovation can take place, and we
can at least get this kind of support.

Mr. FinN. Well, sir, we have proposed an expansion in Chapter
One and a change in Chapter One so the program would be more
accountable, so it will have more choice built into it, and so that it
would have more feedback as to whether programs are working
and succeeding.

We have also proposed some modifications of Chapter Two,
which is the most flexible form of money the states and localities
have, and we have proposed expansions of the magnet schools pro-
gram which is probably the most demonstrable existing form of
federally supported choice of the elementary-secondary.

You have in your subcommittee draft bill not only the choice
program just alluded to, but also a fund for the improvement of el-
ementary and secondary education, which is a superb idea, in order
to allow innovative demonstration of high quality programs across
the country. And though the sums are small——

Th% CHAIRMAN. What is the funding level of the innovative pro-
gram?

Mr. FiNN. As I recall, the new one is under the 15 million dollar
range at the outset for the funds for the improvement program,
and the choice program is another ten to 20 million dollars, if my
memory serves me right from reading the draft bill. These are
small, but they are ve-y significant symbolically when you combine
them with what the states and localities are already doing and
seeking some small help with doing.

The CHalrMAN. I think we can differ about the nature of that
type of funding and commitment on it, but that isn’t the purpose of
these hearings. Talk for a minute about the national assessment
and what you think are the advantages in terms of reviews, the
successes in the states.

Mr. FINN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. The current administration is somewhat differ-
ent from our proposal to do it by state, but what do you think
would be the advantages of that type of administration?

Mr. FINN. This is a major administration proposal, and the ver-
sion that we set up is certainly first cousin of the version you have
submitted to the Senate, and we appreciate that; national assess-
ment, known as NAEP, is the closest thing there is today of a na-
tional report card as to how the nation's schools are duving today as
a whole. The problem is that when we refer to our nation as a
whole, we don't do much good for governors and legislatures and
chief state school officers and people who want to know how are
the children of Tennessee doing as compared to the nation as a
whgqle, or how the children of Massachusetts are doing in compari-
son with children in New Hampshire.

And we have proposed that national subjects be expanded so that
there would be state by state information at three crucial grade
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levels and in about eight crucial subject areas every two years, and
this is a legitimate role of the Federal Government under the head-
ings of accountability and information and feedback with informa-
tion. With information, people can know how they are doing. When
they know how they are doing, they can decide whether they want
to do it differently. There is a very important change pending
before your committee, and an initial funding for it is always pend-
ing before the Appropriations Committee as well.

The CHairMAN. Okay. We'll be hearing some information from
later witnesses on a number of programs with reference to that,
and we look forward to reviewing those 12 other recommendations.
We want to than) you very much. We have got to be moving, as
you know, that zuithorization through. We are going to be evaluat-
ing the kinds of information and recommendations you make here.
We want to work with the administration on the programs that do
offer some degree and hope of achieving the common objectives,
and so we will look forward to working with you.

Mr. FinN. Thank you, sir. We look forward to cooperating in this
matter as well.

The CualrMAN. Our next group of witnesses will appear as a
penel. Dr. Richard Mills is special assistant for education to Gover-
nor Kean of New Jersey. Governor Kean was the former chairman
of the National Governor’s Association education subcommittee.
Francis Keppel of the Harvard School of Education, and former
U.S. Commissioner of Education, appeared before our Committee a
number of different times in the five years I have been on this
Committee, Dr. Dorothy Jones, Director of the Desegregation/Inte-
gration Office, Cambridge Public Schools; and Mr. Sy Fliegel, who
is the Deputy Superintendent of Community School District 4 in
Mew York City.

We will start with Mr. Mills.

STATEMENTS OF DR. RICHARD MILLS, SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR
EDUCATION TO GOVERNOR KEAN OF NEW JERSEY; FRANCIS
KEPPEL, HARVARD SCHOOL OF EDUCATION; DOROTHY JONES,
DIRECTOR, DESEGREGATION INTEGRATION, CAMBRIDGE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS; AND SY FLIEGEL, DEPUTY SUPERINTEND-
ENT OF COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 4

Dr. MiLLs. Senator, I am deeply honored to be here, and especial-
ly in such company. Governor Kean asked me to express his appre-
ciation to you for holding these hearings, and also to the people of
East Boston for being our hosts.

I think you are absolutely right in leading this search for incen-
tives. We simply need far more of them than we have. But there
really is not and never will be a final list of incentives that we all
should adopt. I think what counts is the attitude you are demon-
strating here today—that and what you do in the full committee in
Washington,

Because, quite frankly, the search for the incentives has to be
continuous, and whether we are at the state or federal or local
level, in this matter we have the same work to do. I have seen in-
centives working in the local schools I described in my written tes-

’
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timony. I have seen incentives in the states, and it is good to see
the Governors’ reports on these charts in front of us.

In my state, New Jersey, we are very tough on schools that
simply continue to tolerate failure, but it is the incentives, I think,
that made us an education state. Some examples: We have a basic
schools program which increases state aid to school districts when
they increase the number of students meeting state standards.

Twenty-eight hundred teachers have received the Governor's
award for outstanding teaching. Each shared a day of convocation
with the governor, and each received a thousand dollar award. We
have a co-operative school project that puts unions, boards, teach-
ers, and administrators together to build alternatives to the very
combative environment and that characterizes too many schools.

The CHAIRMAN. Just hold for a minute—I would like to welcome
the students who have just arrived here. What we are basically
talking about is various recommendations and innovations to
strengthen the quality of education in our school system. We have
a panel here of individuals who have worked on this over a very
long period of time, and they are telling us, the Committee I repre-
sent, what they are going to try and do at the national level. This
panel has worked in this area in the state and local communities.

They are telling us what has been successful, and we take that,
evaluate it, and try to make it available nationwide. That is basi-
cally what we are talking about. Thank you.

Dr. Miuts. Thenk you, Senator. I want to cite one other example.
We have a voluntary five day basic skills institute that provides
very detailed analysis of specific skills that students miss on the
graduation test. People who participate in those institutes leave
with glans that they develop themselves to turn the situation
around, and we have found that the students deliver. The scores on
those tests have really gone up in an impressive way in the last
year.

What I want to talk about with the rest of my time is not what is
happening in the states, but the opportunity, Senator, that is
before you. I really see three opportunities, which I've described in
my written testimonK but I want to speak about just one. It con-
cerns students at risk, and I think the arena is the one you men-
tioned, the rewriting of Chapter One.

Let me give yon the elements of ‘Governor Kean’s idea in this
area. He says let’s simply concentrate more Chapter One funds in
schools with the greatest concentrations of low achieving, poor stu-
dents. Then let’s offer some performar.ce grants to schools in that
group that raise student achievement, and let’s do everything we
possibly can to make it happen, to make it possible for them to win
those performance grants.

I mean simplify regulation. I mean provide small start-up funds.
But I think the engine that could drive this entire thing would be
an educational leadership consortium. It would be a nationwide
training effort. A joint venture between federal, state and local au-
thorities. All the districts, all the schools striving for the perform-
ance grants would be part of this leadership consortium. The pur-
pose would be to train schuol leaders and school teachers in the
strategies we know will work. The local school would help decide
what training is needed. Many state, federal and local authorities
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would help deliver the training. It would be practical. It would be
as close to the school as possible. It could even be a state option.
But States that choose to do this ought to be able to reallocate a
small portion of the b ic grant as an award to schools that use
this new knowledge to b.ost achievement.

There are several intentives in this. The training itself is one.
High performing corporations in this country get to be that way be-
cause th y invest in their people. And the fact of the matter is that
many schools simply can't afford to do that.

I think the probability of success is another incentive. We con-
demn failing schools in this country, but we almost never offer a
real lever for them to help themselves. But the big incentive is the
conpzction between performance and additional financial support.
Tuming around a failing school is very, very difficult, but there are
people who know how to do it; in fact many of them are here in
this room.

Why don't we help those people systematically apply improve-
ment strategies? We invest in this country in renewing our indus-
try. Why not invest in renewing the people who teach? It is not
enough to favor education spending and to favor accountability, as
if these are separate things. What counts is the link between the
two.

Now, this school leadership consortium is not in the committee
draft on Chapter One. On behalf of Governor Kean, I urge you to
be its champion. Let a few states show that this can be done. If
that opportunity is presented to us, New~ Jersey will seize that op-
portunity, and I am confident that others will, too. Thank you very
much for this opportunity to address the committee.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Mills follows:)
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IN SEARCH OF INCENTIVES

Tesctimony of Richard P. Mills
Office of Governor Thomas H. Kean
State of New Jersey

before the
United States Scnate Labor and Human Resources Committee

on
Incentives in Education

October 5, 1987

"Nothing is more powerful than positive reinforcement.
Everybody uses it. But top performers, almost alone,
use it extensively... They actively seek out and pursue
endless excuses to give out rewards." (1)

Peters and Waterman wrote that about high performing business
operations, but a similar tale could be told of high performing
schools. It isn't hard to collect examples. In Paramus, New
Jersey one day's visit revealed these:

Paramus High Scheol has a program for high school students
considered at risk of dropping out. 1Instead of being hidden
in a remote €facility, their classes meet in the district's
showcase that houses administration, the adult center, and an
art exhibit. They had been writing most of the wmorning, but
the visitor found them working in the television studio. They
were preparing to make a videotape from each of the scripts
they had written, and they were using the district's new video
equipment.

+ The administrators talked at length about two particularly
skilled teachers and then made them the main spokespersons for
the program, and gave them all the credit for the program's
evident success. Everyone deferred to the teachers and their
explanation,

One student who had been in academic difficulty had recently
revcaled an unexpected artistic gift. The school arranged for
art instruction and exhibited one of his paintings 1. a
professional manner.

what was going on there? The visitor had simply been invited to
see a good school in operation. No one said “"Here is our
incentive prograwm.* They probably weren't really aware that they
had one. But incentives and rewards seemed part of everything
they did. In both open and subtle ways, the teachers and
students were being told that their work is noticed and valued.
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They were being entrusted with important tasks. They were being
told that results, and not just effort, matters. And they were
given the time, equipment and flexibility to do the job.

Incentives reflect the conviction that most people really want to
do a good job, and they expect to be empowered to do it. Most of
us want to be recognized appropriately for achievement. People
who dream up incentives think that building commitment and
tapping energy in others is important. And a lot of people
watching the schools think they are right.

The nation's governors have long argued the case for more
incentives in education. In their Time for Results report,
recommendation after recommendation stresse words such &s
encourage, reward anu recngnize. (2} For example, the governors
proposed incentives t¢ reinvent the school for better
performance. Reward school principals and schools that do a
better job for che students, they said. Provide the technical
advice needed v help other schools get that recognition. fThe
governors proposed a really significant incentive, given today's
highly structured education system, when they offered to trade
less regulation for more performance.

In A uation Prepared the members of the Carnegie Forum Task
Force on Teaching as a Profession were particularly drawn to
incentives.(3) Their starting point was the idea that Americans
must be fundamentally better educated than they are today or
acquiesce to a lower standard of living. They saw that only by
making teacliing more attractive and effective could we achieve
that.

One can read virtually the entire Carnegie Forum report as a
structure of related incentives. For example, the National Board
for Professional Teaching Standards will give teachers an
opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and capacity on a par with
other professions. The recommendations on recraiting minorities
to teaching ared a system of incentives. The recommendations on
teacher salary would reward teachers in part for what the
children in their care actually l)~arn.

A Louis Harris Survey on the reaction to the Carnegie Forum
recommendations revealed that 93 percent of the public and an
identical proportion of the nation’s senior business leaders
favored creating incentives "to focus the schools' entire
energies on improving student performance."(4)

The common theme is, of course, performance. How do we measure
it fairly in schools, and how do we boost it, especially for
children in greatest need? The search for incentives results
from these troubling questions and the recognition that free
societies quickly reach the l1imits of what they can accomplish by
directive and standardization,
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This testimony describes some recent state experiences with
incentives in education and then presents three suggestions for
federal action.

The state experience with incentives

The states have had long experience with incentives. Governor
Kean's New Jersey Design for Educational Excellence includes
these incentives: (5)

. Increased starting salary for teachers to $18,500 to attract
qualified teachers.

. The Governor's Teaching Scholars Program provides scholarship
loans of up to $7,500 per year to prospective teachers. The
loans will be forgiven to students who complete a specified
period of teaching in the state's schools.

. The Governor's Award for Outstanding Teaching provides a
$1,000 grant to the teachers selected locally to meet
standards of excellence. The teachers select and oversee the
use of the grant for some educational purpose. Over 2,800
teachers have received these Awards and taken part in a day
long convocation with Governor Kean.

. Teacher Grants of $15,000 each to teachers who develop
effective classroom strategies.

. The Basic Skills Improvement Program will reward school
districts that increase the number of students meeting state
basic skills standards. Those districts will receive
additional state aid to enrich their basic skills programs.

. 10,000 Jobs for 10,000 Graduates will offer jobs to high
school students who pass the state graduation test and
complete employability skills courses.

. State Monitoring relieves school districts of state
inspections and considerable reporting requirements for five
years if they meet rigorous performance standards.

. The Cooperative Schools Project involves 9 districts in which
unions, boards, teachers and administrators have agreed to
jointly examine problems in the organizational climate of the
school and resolve those problems together. The project is
designed to encourage alternatives to the combative
environment that characterizes too many schools.

Other states have their own versions of these and other incentive
systems., (6) Two other ideas, parental choice and teacher
incentive pay, are usually topics that stand alone if only
because of the controversy they engender, but they are well
developed incentive systems that deserve mention here.
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Choice systems create powerful incentives for school
administrators, parents, teachers and students. They can reshape
virtually every element of the school. Because the incentives
are so powerful, choice marshals strong arguments on both sides.
But the idea has deep roots in both desegregation and school
quality movements. Experience is accumulating fast and
Massachusetts is clearly a leader.(7)

With all the controversy, a few things seem undeniable. Choice
offers no guarantee of quality. But virtually all observers note
that schools have to change. Choice systems offer proven ways to

accomplish this change under certain conditions. But three
factors of the current school reform movement make chcice
especially interesting. As teaching becomes more of a

rrofession, as we create more sophisticated measures of how well
schools perform, and as the public becomes more sophisticated
about the goals of education, state and local authorities will
find themselves offering more and more choice options. As that
happens, we will all be glad of the Massachusetts leadership in
this area.

Teacher performance pay also has a long history. A recent
proponent is Iowa which this year committed nearly $100 million
to a three-part program to raise starting salaries, provide a
general increase in all teacher salaries, and a performance based
pay system. Governor Branstad's plan enables local school
committees to devise a performance pay system but each school
district receives a share of the state performance pay funds only
after a state commission reviews and approves the local plan.

There are strong views on both sides of the performance pay idea,
too. Opponents distrust administrators’ Jjudgements, cite
inadequate performance appraisals and poor understanding of what
notivates teachers. Supporters counter with the hard tc¢ answer
arguments that money motivates, and that teachers, like all
workers, differ in what they do and how well they do it.(8)

Interest in performance pay remains high for many of the same
reasons that Feep choice systems alive: the obvious need to
improve the way schools work, the growing potential to make
teaching a true profession, and the gradual appearance of better
ways to measure school performance. And again, a few things seem
clear among the conflicting arguments: Collaborative designs
work better than imposed systems. Listening to what teachers
think is essential.

The Federal Opportunity

What are the opportunities for federal incentives? . early
1087, the National Governcrs' Association summarized the
governors' experience with schcol reform in a set of policy
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statements intended to assist the Congress as it began work on
reauthorization of Chapter 1. In that statement of principles
was this:

"Help us reward performance. Goverhors want to provide
incentives to schools and districts that increase
student achievement. Provide federal funds for this
purpose too..."(9)

Here are three incentives that merit federal support. One
concerns students at risk, the second supports teaching as a
profession and a third addresses performance of the entire
education system.

l. Rewriting Chapter 1 for Performance

Congressional renewal of Chapter 1 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Improvement Act presents a major opportunity
to devise incentives for better schools. Governor Tom Kean of
New Jersey proposed such incentives last May in testimony before
the Senate Subcommittee on  Arts, Education and the
Humanities.(10) Governor Kean's proposal was part of an appeal
to gradually concentrate Chapter 1 funds over a period of some
years into schools with the greatest concentrations of low
achieving, poor students.

The Kean proposal would offer districts in the greatest need an
opportunity to win large performance grants when they improved
student achievement. And it would do everything possible to help
those local districts achieve those results. For example, the
proposal calls for schoolwide improvement plans, continuous
training of _rofessional staff, small start-up grants and state
monitoring of results. States would administer sanctions for
grossly ineffective school programs. The entire focus would be
on local responsibility. The additional funds - the performance
grants - would flow only to those schools that improved student
per formance.

The training feature of the Kean proposal bears special mention.
Governor Kean called for a joint venture between state, local and
federal leaders to establish a nationwide training network. It
would be called a school Leadership Consortium, and all districts
taking part in the concentration program would become part of the
Consortium. The Consortium's purpose would be to train school
leaders ané teachers in strategies likely to improve stvdent
achievement.

Scate, federal and local leaders would collaborate to develop the
training orogram. Assessments of local training needs, jointly
conducted by the state and locai authorities, would precede the
training to make sure that content would be really useful in a
particular school. The Consortium would offer training for
superintendents, board members, administrators and teachers.

e
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Training would be continuous as the schools developed their
improvement plans ard put them in place. If the school raised
student achievement and received a performance grant, the
training would intensify to enable teachers and administrators to
make the most effective use of these new funds.

The incentives associated with the Consortium would appear in
several €forms. The training itself would be an incentive for
many. Experienced teachers often note that they have very few
opportunities for professional renewal. The performance grant
would be a major incentive to the entire district. and finally,
consider the situation of a school board and administration with
extra time, fewer regulations, lots of training that still could
not deliver the funds to their distsist. It may be that in some
communities, people can look the other way when children drop out
or even graduate without skills. But everyone will notice when
the funds don't arrive, and they will ask why. This certainty
will also be an incentive.

This nationwide net.ork would reach perhaps 300 of the schools
vhose students were in the greatest need of help. It would cost
approximately $15 million.

2. Professional Standards as Incentives

The National Board of Professional Teaching ¢Siandards emerged
last May. In the months since, the original board has searched
for the members to complete its full compliment under the
bylaws. Two thirds of the members will be teachers, including
state, federal and local leaders of the unions, the subject area
associations and other distinguished teachers. The other members
are elected officials, including Governor Kean, business leaders
and other citizens who share the belief that teaching must become
in fact a profession.

Although it was established only months ago, the Board is already
one year into an exacting research agenda that will enable it to
define a set of professional certificates and a way to assess
whether candidates meet the nationwide standards.

Four or five years will pass before the Board can complete the
initial stage of its design work and offer certificates. But
shortly thereafter, the certificates will become a mark of
distinction. Teacher educators will make sure that their
graduates have the foundation needed to eventually earn the
certificate. Programs that cannot demonstrate this will wither.
Many school boards will cite the proportion of their teachers who
are certified and will vigorously recruit such teachers.
Administrators will have to redesign the way schools work if they
hope to keep such teachers. Teachers will have at hand a means
to build their professional stature without having to leave the
teaching profession to <€o it. For all these reasons, the
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National Board for Professional Teaching Standards will provide a
powerful set of incentives.

The development costs will be high over the next five years, and
are expected to total $50 million. A one time federal grant to
underwrite a significant portion of this cost would be a sound
investment.

3. Reliable Performance Data as an Incentive

In short order, the nation has gone from governors asserting it's
Time for Results to a discussion of just what results we want
and need. Several recent studies including those by E.D. Hirsch,
the National Assessment for Educational Progress, and Chester
Finn and Dianne Ravitch have probed wha:c young Americans should
know but do not.

So many observers of the American school call for more
professional autonomy, less top down regulation, more creativity,
and it is an attractive vision. But we cannot heed the call
without better measures of results. Without comprehensive,
reliable measures we cannot know when it's working without
watching closely. and when things go wrong, we must rely too
heavily on guesswork and direct intervention o take corrective
actions.

Recent experience with the Now Jersey High School Proficiency
Test offers an iillustration of the potential of a good set of
performance data. The test in mathematics, reading and writing
must be passed for graduation. Schools that do not enable their
students to perform to certain levels will not achieve state
certification, and that invites many undesirable interactions
with state authorities. Each year, parents, students, teachers
and adnministrators receive detailed information about test
results. The New Jersey Department of Education offers 5 day
Institutes to teachers and administrators to provide very
detailed analysis of specific skills and even test items that
students niss. Participants leave with corrective strategies
that they developed themselves. As a result, districts h.uve
examined their curricula, adjusted schedules and worked hard to
improve student achievement. The students delivered <his year;
test scores rose dramatically.

There are many new studies of education performance indicators
now in progress, and some of them are supported by the fedeizl
government. The proposal to expand the National Assessment of
Educational Progress to permit state comparisons and measurement
of more sophisticated skills would cost $26 million. That also
would pe a good investment.
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A Final Word

Educators rely on long tradition when they parse out different
roles for local, state and federal authorities. But the search
for incentives can largely ignore such boundaries. American
education simply needs far more incentives for performance than
it has now. The schools must get better than they are. There
will be no final list of incentives for all to adopt. As Peters
and Waterman suggested, the search for incentives must be
continuous. We need a new attitude on the part of people at all
levels, an attituade of watchfulness for the opportunities at
hand, a predisposition to be inventive and to act.

The three federal opportunities - the Chapter 1 Reauthorization,
the creation of the National Board and the expansion of the
National Assessment - have these common elements. They are
opportunities to link dollars to performance and to unleash the
talents and energies of countless Americans who are committed to
better education. They represent the best kind of investment.

&7




NOTES

1.

9.

Thomas H. Peters and Robert H. Waterman, Jr. In Search of
Excellence. New York: Harper and Row, 1982.

National Governors' Association, Time for Results.
wWashington, D.C. 1986.

The Carnegie Forum on Education and the Economy, A Nation

Prenared. The Report of the Task Force on Teaching as a
Profession. Washington, D.C. 1986.

Louis Harris, Redesigning America's Schools: The Public

SEeaks. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Forum on Education and
the Economy 1986, p. 16.

New Jersey Department of Education, New Jersey's Design for
Educational Excellence: Into Action. Trenton, New Jersey,

Department of Education, December 1986.

Results in Education: 1987. Washington, D.C.: The
National Governors' Association, July 1987.

Charles L. Glenn, Family Choice and Public Schools; A Report
to the State Board of Education. Quincy, Massachusetts: The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Education,
January 1986.

Cresap, McCormick and Paget, Teacher Tacentives; A Tool for
Effective Management. washington, D.C.: National
Association of Secondary  School Principals, National
Association of Elementary School Principals and the American
Association of Schools Aaministrators, 1984, p.S8.

Samuel B. Bacharach, Daviéd B. Lipshy, Joseph B. Shield, Pay
for Better Teaching: Merit Pa and its Alternatives.
Ithaca, New York: Organizational Analysis and Practice, Inc.
1984, p. 4.

1987 Amendments to National Governors' Associa slicies.

10. Honorable Thomas H. Kean, Testimony before the ..ited States
Senate on Reauthorization of Chapters 1 and 2. Washington,
D.C.: Subcommittee on education, Arts and Humanities,
Committee on Labor and Human Resources, May, 1987.

-




45

The CHairmaN. Thank you very much. I have questions, but I
think we will hear from the whole panel first.

Mr. Kepper. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm glad that I follow
Rick Mills, because he has already made the pomt that I wanted to
make, but he didn’t make it directly. My point is that 25 years ago,
whlch is when I first came before your committee, there were two
major differences: one, the governors, the state political leaders,
the state educators want to do something. That was not as clear to
me 25 years ago as it is now. It’s been true for 10 or 15 years that
the leadership of the United States, by and large in the states,
want education reform. And I think what Rick has just said, sir,
tends to make that case.

Second, cecmpared to 25 years ago, we didn’t have then any evi-
dence that was dependable ahout how much students were learn-
ing. Indeed, Senator Robert Kennedy helped very much get that
going years ago. We now are well down the road, as Mr. Finn just
pointed out, to getting data: data over time showmg trend lines of
different ages of students and different subjects, science and math
and so forth. From these facts I draw the following four conclu-
sions:

The first is that all the data shows, in particular, data of the last
ten years, that while there has been improvements in student
learning from the 9-year-old to 13-year-old, there has not been in
the 17-year-olds particularly in the math and science.

To me this leads to shifting incentives in Title One—I'm sorry,
Chapter One—Title One, to include the high school, I believe you
are already going to do that.

Second, we know some schools in some parts of the natlon within
states are doing very badly. Please note, I am not saying the
systzm, I'm saying the schools. We can now get to the point where
we can make comparisons of schools but, above all, by this method
of national assessments, NAEP, we can get information over time
on progress or decline in individual schools.

It seems to me the incentives should be used to encourage the
states to move into planning systems to take over failing schools,
and I urge the committee to consult the chief state school officers
to get detailed programs on whic’y the Senate decision might be
based.

Third, there is a lot of talk about school teachers, Senator, but
nobody is actively recruiting minority teachers for the next decade,
and I believe that, too, can be a source of an incentive program.

And finally, I was delighted to hear Chester Finn refer to com-
petitive—competition as a motive for school improvement. In fact, I
was glad to discover that the present administration has discovered
Title One after a little while. We don’t have a level playing field
now. The decision by the states get comparative data out of NAEP
will now in due course move down to the schools the usual way.
That will provide a basis for a fair ccmpetitive reporting system,
which we don’t have now.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Keppel follows:]
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Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resource
Boston, Massachusetts

October S5, 1987

Testimony of Francis Keppel
Senior Lecturer on Education, Harvard University
United States Commissioner of Education, 1962-1966

My suggestions for the Committee's consideration grow out
of my estimate of key national developments effecting Arerican
education on which the Committee might rely in building
incentives for improved performance. It is almost a quarter
century since I first had the privilege of testifying before your
Committee as President Kennedy's Commissioner of Education, and I
hope that you will allow me to use those years as the context of

this testimony.

(1) It is now clear that federal incentives that focus
attention on national problems improve school performance. The
best evidence is the result of the original Title 1 of the ESEA
of 1965 for disadvantaged children and the wrogram for
handicapped chiléren. MHeither of these programs existed a
quarter cestury ago. Host . the present Chapter 1 funds are
focused on elemzntzry schools and Natlional Assoclation of
Eddcational Progress (NAEP) data shows that ,uril pertfermance is
improving, perhaps because of thie monzy, bu* alsc probably
because the program itself w.s the incentive that brought local

attention to a nat! .nal prob.en.
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I suggest that the Committee may concludv from this
experience that one can not expect quick results, that there is
no best way for all schocls to see the best results, and that
therefore, local flexibility be rewarded. But most important
today, the national problem, also shown by NAEP data, has shifted
to the high school level, and to near crisis situations in some
cities. 1 therefore urge that Chapter 1 be expanded to put the
focus and the incentives on the high school in the disadvantaged
areas of the cities, and attach to the legislation speciflc
incentive programs for students with particular needs: drop outs,
teenage parents. 1In this connection 1 attach some specific

suggestions on programs that might be encouraged.

(2) Compared. to the early 1960's, the Governors of the
states, the state legislatures and economic leaders in the states
are far more concerned with the need for better school
performance. The development is not transitory: it has been
going on for a decade and a half, and is politically bi-partisan.
Where once the problem was to get the states' attention to school
problems, the opportunity today is to use incentives to help the
states to reach their goals. This suggests that federal
incentives can now be used to help states achieve their goals,
and that the use of state plans as a mechanism, which did not
seem to me partlcularly successful twenty-five years ago, may

work now.

Two opportunities that might benefit from federal incentives

and awards result from recent actions by Governors and chief

-2-
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state school officers. The first is the Governors' concern with
clty schools that would appear to be in very serious trouble.

The words “bankruptcy" and "disaster” are sometimes used, and not
without reason. Puplls do not seem to be elther learning or .
behaving, teacher morale has eroded, public support i{s hard to
find, but there 1s no lack of political blame. As the Committee
knows the Governors in effect proposed a mechanism that might be
compared to bankruptcy. Drastic changes in management would be
involved. And, as has been shown recently in New Jersey, there
are political difficulties. The {ssue, of course, Is that
everyone seems to be punished ~-- puplls, teacher, administrators,
pollcv makers -~ even If perhaps unfalrly, and there seems to be

no way to reward improvement.,

In this connection, the Committee may wish to explore a
model for state legislation being explored by the Chief State
school Officers, which would fdentify particular schools, pot
school dlstrfcts, whic. on the basis of achievement test scores
are showing low and declining scores by puplls, and which suffer
from poverty, high drop out rates. If ldentifled, each aghool
would be required to propose a method to get out of its troubles,
a plan which I hope would require teacher participation at all
stages. The goal would be to reduce the percentage of children
found to be "at risk" in the school by 5% annually. If after the
first few years this goal was not met, a varlety of remediul
steps would be authorized, ranging from parental right to move to
another school to formal administrative reviews and action at \

higher levels. The value of these ideas, as I see it, is to put
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the school, not the district, at the center of change; to make
teachers central to planned change; to Increase rewards where

possiole rather than rely on punishment.

The Committee may wish to inquire in detall as to these
1deas from David Hornbeck, the Chairman of the Chlef State School
Officers. It may be that the Federal Government could devise a
program of incentives that would help the states to grapple with
the crisis of education in many citles by providing dollar
incentives to schools, identiflisd by the states as in serlous
trouble, to work thelr way out of trouble. Presumably, such a
program should be a matching program with the states and should
be limited to only those schools where puplls and teachers are at
the gravest learning and soclal risk. Something clearly needs to
be done, for the problem 1s 3jetting worse. It 1s a natlonal
problem, but one that has to be managed by state government. And

sCate governments evidently want to do something.

(3) State governments nave also begun to take on the
problem of teacher numbers and teacher quality, as a part of the
general issue of school reform. These problems, of course, were
high on the list of worrles a quarter of a century ago, but it
was hard to £ind a "handle". The creatfon since then of Chapter
1 schools and the creation of a system of student financlal ald,
and especlally Pell Grants and work study programs, szem to me to
provide the structure that 1s needed for the federal government
to provide incentives to state programs to d:al with the most

serious national Issues of recrultment and tralning of teachers.

—-4-




ERI

50

There 1s some current dispute about the existence and
possible sevezity of an overall “teaching shortage" in the coming
decades. But there Is little dlspute about the probable shortage
of certaln types of teachers, especlaliy minority teachers and
teachers of sclence and mathematics. The Carnegle Report on
Teachers for the 21st Century estimates the need for the
recrultment and preparation of 50,000 minority teachers annually
"to seek a rough equivalence" among new teachers for the minority
25 percent of the elementary and secondary school population.
There 1s 1ittle evidence that present programs of recrultment by
higher education will meet the need -~ In fact, there 1s cause
for natlonal alarm, particularly {or the teachers in city schools
in the 1990's.

It seems reasconable to hope that communities with high
proportions of disadvantaged and minority students -- that ls,
these very cltles -- will have a speclal interest in establishing
programs within thelir schools to identify promicing future
teachers, to counsel with them, to provide flnanclal support for
thelr post-secondary educatlon, and guarantee In advarze thelr
employment as teachers in their community. But community
interec® will have to be helped with incentives at state and

federal level.

The natlonal need is clearly established, and deserves a
natlonal program based on state planning and management. The

basic source of supply of teschers and teachers-aldes Is within
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The Committee may therefore wish to encourage Chapter 1 high
schools by incentives and awards to select students with high

N Qualifications and promise as future teachers and teacher-aides
for elementary and secondary schools, and in the case of
secondary schools with priority for teachers of science and
mathematics; to counsel them, in cooperation with institutions of
higher education to promote scholarship support, over above
existing programs of financial aid, for post-secondary education
in preparation for teaching, and to guarantee a teaching position
in the city's own Chapter 1 schools if the post-secondary program

is successfully completed.

A speclal appropriation might be authorized on a matching
basis with states in the first year for state and district
planning, and scholarships for college education in later years
with special priorities for counseling and practice teaching

throughout the program.

(4) The idea of using competition as a motive for improved
performance has had a mixed record in public education. 1 can
recall discussing the issue with the Congress a quarter century
ago, favoring the conscious use of the competitive motive to
encourage schools (not students) to do better. If the federal
government was neither willing nor financlially able to manage
huge programs leading to better performance, then it might have
to rely on encouraging competition to get motion in the desired

direction. Yet while competition was accepted in economic life
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and athletics it did not set well with educators. A varlety of

proposals since then, and especially the idea of providing

vouchers to parents to encourage freer cholice and competition,

have caused nuch disagreement and constitutional concern. But

recent developments in the states have emphasized both

competitlon and accountability, and the climate of thought seems

to me to have changed since the middle 1960s.

Two speclfic developments suggest the possiblility of a

federal Incentive and award program. The first is the

development of the gample s;stem of assessing student performance

(NAEP), and the collection of Comparable data over more than a

decade and a half. Thig s now widely accepted as dependable

data on national performance, which it was not a quarter century

ago, and Governor Alexander's recent report on NAEP is evidence

to this point. And enough data has been assembled to show trend

lines over time. This method of assessing results of schooling

avolds the dangers of "teaching for the test", for the samples

are very small. Yet it can clearly show weakness in student

learning: see the data on high schools in my first suggestion.

The Chief State School officers in 1986 voted to recommend

that State data of the NAEP type be collected and made public ==

a remarkable and landmark decislon, which in my mind will lead in

due course to the publication of data school by school on student

learning as well as on drop out rates, finances, salaries and

other important data. May 1 emphasize the words "in due course".
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For many young people, dropping out of school is one more
step in a downward spiral that sets them apart from successful
peerr. DP-ip outs have higher unemployment rates than graduates
and when employed, are likely to earn less. They are also more
apt to be dependent upon social support systems. And while these
personzl costs are great, so sre Society's projectzd economic
costs. Based on research conducted in 1972, the pation loses
approximately $77 billion annually in welfare and unemployment

costs and in lost tax revenues.

But there is evidence that many drop outs regret their
decision and, if given the opportunity, would return to Complete
their education and receive further employment training. For
exanple, the number of GEDs awarded from 1967 to 1985 almost
tripled -- and approximately one-third of these were earned by
individuals 17-19 years old. And data from the High School and
Beyond survey tells us that approximately 50% of high school

sophomores who dropped out soon second guessed this decision.

The Committee may wish to consider incentives to encourage
local educational agencles to establish "Second Change Academies"
to provide academic, employment and social service opportunities

for students, age 16-21, who have dropped out of school. These
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opportunities may include but not be limited to: intensive
remediation in basic skills and development of higher ~~vder
thinking skills; individualized }earning programs that may make
use of mastery-learning, computer-aided instruction, and
experiential learning; opportunities for paid employment while
attending the Academy; guaranteed full-time employment upon
graduation; Jjob banks and employment referral systems; employment
and personal counseling; day care facilities and parenting
information for participants with young children; housing and
medical referral assistance; opportunities for developing mentor
relationships with community and business representatives. Such
Academies might operate year round during weekend and evening
hours as well as during the business day and will offer options

for GED or regular high school diplomas.
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Broarams for Teenaged Mothers

The magnitude and epidemic proportiens of teenaged
pregnancies and births have been well documented. children
continue to have children, Joining the ranks of what some see as
the most discriminated against group in our society in terms of

educational and emplcyment opportunities.

National statistics show that approximately 24% of all female
drop outs leave school due to pregnancy, but othe: research
indicates that this figure may be closed to 50%. They are also
less apt to return to school and complete their education. only
55% of 18 and 19 year old mothers in 1982 hzd completed high
school. Teen mothers are more likely to be single pa.ents mired
in poverty and dependent upon wel.are and other social services
for their own and their children's survival. children of
teenaged parents share the excessive burdens of poverty. There
is greater 1ikelihood that cognitive development and later school

performance will be deficient.

But some argue that maternal education and opportunity for
academic and vocational advancement can have a positive impact on
the lives of b?ch teenaged parents and their offspring. To
promote such opportunities, the Committee may wish the provide

incentives to provide chapter I schools with educational
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activities that will lead to the regular diploma or GED;
employment training and employment opportunities; child rearing
courses, and counseling services for teenaged parents, aged 16-19
who have not completed secondary school; to also provide day care
and early chlldhood activities for their children during the time
that parents partake of these services, activities and

opportunities.
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The CHaIRMAN. Dorothy Jones.

Mrs. JoNEs. Thank you, Senator. I'm very happy to be here
today. I'm also glad I'am the third speaker, there are a lot of
things I don’t have to say because they have been said. I would like
to talk for a minute about one: the importance of the Federal Gov-
ernment giving the right kind of leadership. I agree, I am very
happy they finally discovered Title One. (It will always be Title
One to me, I'm sorry.)

The CHAIRMAN. I ‘understand.

Mrs. JoNEs. I hope that the Congress and the administration will
recognize that there is a role for the federal government to play in
the partnership that must include all of us. Excellence in education
has been determined to be a national priority, and it has got to be
backed up; not with 2 million, because when you spread that out, it
is not enough to do any good over enough og an area to make the
kind of difference that must be made.

Children are onév in school a certain numbers of years. We can’t
wait until we gradually increase the appropriations. I know there
are priorities, but I thi.ik education is a lower priority now than it
should be in terms not only of the social needs, but as I said in my
written testimony, of national defense needs. We don’t just need
weaponry and strategy. We need human beings; and we need
human beings who are educated and can exercise judgment; who
have the skills that are necessary.

I won’t go into a long story I told in the testimony about having
been in tne service in World War II and processed God knows how
many discharges of able-bodied young men who simply couidn’t
learn enough to be good soldiers because they hadn’t had the
proper education.

We don’t need the federal government to tell us in detail what to
do. I think as previous speakers have said that we know enough
about what to do; wo need the supperts, we need the research, we
need the incentive programs, and they are not always just money.
They cost money, but just money is not an effective incentive.

We need to enable people. We need to have sufficient flexibility.
Tc be honest with you, I don’t see that juggling Chapter Two
money is going to hefp that much. When we had reconsolidation of
funding, all of us lost a great deal that we had had in categorical
funds, and in most places do a pretty good job in. I think we have
to look at the importance of our nation as a whole; at good educa-
tion in general.

Specifically on choice—which is a very important incentive—I
hope that as people start talking about choice, we will use the term
we use in Cambridge, which is “controlled choice.” “Free choice” is
what got school district after school district across this nation into
court because people don’t always choose what is best in the long
run. Choice in Cambridge is controlled both for space availability
and for racial balance, and it works. It works because we pul in a
lot of time and energy helping the community understand the edu-
cational importance of an integrated education; and because we
have backed it up with a great deal of staff development, which is
another incentive in our recruiting and maintaining a good staff.

We have a reputation for giving people an opportunity to do a lot
of things that are important to individual teachers and that work
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weil for students. I didn’t see what time I started, so I don’t know
hov; much time I have left.

The CuairMAN. Keep going.

Mrs. JonEs. I think it is very important to remember that most
people in education want desperately to do a good job. In general,
people lack the kind of support that develops self-respect; and

‘ people need to understand that what they are doing is perceived as
important, and that when they need help, it’s there. That’s what
we try to do in Cambridge with the limited resources we have. We

. utilize what we get from the state. (I think Massachusetts does
more than any other state, as well, in terms of supporting educa-
tion. New Jersey comes close but doesn’t quite make it.)

There is need for incentives for more states to do more, but the
federal government has to carry a share. So does the private sector.
We have, in Cambridge, a partnershin that is remarkable, with
universities and businesses, banks and insurance companies and
the school system, working with students and teachers and the ad-
ministration; giving people a sense of pride in what they are doing,
and tying the sche-] system into the community where it belongs.
That's all the time I have, so I'd better stop.

[The prepared statement of Mrs. Jones follows:]
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HEARING BEFORE
+ENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR & HUMAN RESOURCES
D

AN
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATYON, ARTS & HUMANITIES

October 5, 1987, East Boston High School
TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY S. JONES, CAMBRIDGE, MA

I am pleased to have this opportunity to share my thinking and
that of others in Cambridge with you. First, I should like to
tell you what we believe to be the incentives for the federal
government to assume more of the responsibility for this and
other educational initiatives than it has during the eighties.

Discounting the impact of sex and race discrimination (and, I
must admit, it takes a good deal of imagination for a black woman
to do so), education may be the single most important factor con-
tributing to an individual's success. Without the proper educa-
tion, it is difficult, if not impossible, to get and hold a job
with any kind of future. Without that kind of job, it is very
difficult to have a decent place to live, to provide for a family
(including educating the children), to enjoy leisure activities.

Lack of a good education is a personal tragedy for the indivi-
dual, but the problem is not merely an individual one; nor is it
merely of local concern. It is 2 handicap to our nation. It is
expensive to support the far‘'lies of those without training who
cannot do so themselves. It costs more to train such persons as
adults than it wonld have cost to educate them as children. It
costs even more to incarcerate those who, unable to earn an
honest liring, turn to crime. I have seen figures indicating it
would be rtheaper to send them to Harvard! Further, those who
will be ratiring in the next fifteen or twenty years should
realize that it will, by then, take the contributions of three
employed individuals to support each person's social security
income. If we don't succeed in educating the children now i%
school, they won't be making those contributions then.

In addition, we should not forget that all our military stra-
tegies and sophisticated weaponry still depend on the people who
back them up. I don't now what the figures would be if we were
required to mobilize and augment our armed forces today, but I
still recall vividly what I observed in 1944. A young WAC,
trained in military administration, I was stationed at Fort
Jackson, SC.; and for a few months process.d and recorded hun-
dreds upon hundreds of discharges "for the convenience of the
government.” The vast majority of these discharges were not for
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physical disability or disciplinary rezsons. These were able-
bodied men -- many of them eager volunteers -- who were labeled
"inept" because, even after the army had spent as much time as it
could afford in intensive litevacy training, they were were
functionally illiterate. They were unable to comprehend written
orders, or identify signs such as "Danger: Mine Field," making
them dangerous to themselves and their comrades in the field.
Who knows what lost battles might have been won; what casualties
might have been avoided; by how much the war might have been
shortened if we had had the services of all the men who were
simply too uneducated to serve? And that was in a simpler time,
before automation, cybernation, advanced computers and nuclear
technology.

Education is not just a social need, it is vital to our national
defense. Municipalities and states must do their share, and so
must the federal government, to help those of us who are trying
to educate the nation's children. This administration has
announced that excellence in education is a national priority.
That is a first step; the next is commitment of sufficient
resources.

We are fortunate in the Cambridge school system. our city and
state recognize anc carry out their responsibility toward public
education. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been a pioneer
in requiring action and providing both fiscal and technical
assistance to its school systems in the areas of school desegre-
gation; the education of children whose first language is not
English; the education of children with special needs; sex
equity; and incentives, supports and rewards for school
districts, parents and educators working toward school
improvement,

The citizens of Cambridge have traditionally taken pride in their
public schools and have been willing to support them. The Propo-
sition 2 1/2 referendum, defeated in Cambridge but passed by the
rest of the state, puts a cap on the amount that can be collected
in local revenues, making it more difficult to increase the
amount for schools from the general fund. Last year, the school
system received $31,¢63,015 from local taxes and other local
revenues, plus §$19,923,140 in general state aid and $475,000 from
federal revenue sharing funds. There is no longer any federal
revenue sharing money, so we lose the equivalent of the salaries
and fringe benefits for 15 experienced teachers.

In 1981, the Cambridge school system implemented the final phase
of its desegregation plan, a unique controlled choice plan, now 2
national model, that eliminates local attendance zones, requires
parents to indicate their choices of elementary schools and
special programs, then assigns children based on parental prefes~
ence, controlling for space and racial balance. All secondary
students attend Cambridge Rindge & Latin School (CRLS), our one
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comprehensive high school. wWhile our methodology may be unique,
the concepts behind our efforts are at least a hundred and fifty
years old. The very first public schools, established in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, were not very "public.* They were not
free, and black, Native American and poor white children rarely
had the opportunity of attending them. Even though the schools
evolved into a more democratic system, we still had official
"colored schools™ and "Irish schools" when Herace Mann lef’ the
state senate presidency to become executive to the first Massa-
chusetts Board of Education.

Mann dreamed of the "common school” where children of all classes
and elements of society would be educated together, s. that:

- + + the affinities of a common nature
should unite them together so as to give
the advantages of pre-occupancy and a
stable possession to fraternal feelings,
against \he alicnating competitions of
later life.

our goal, in Cambridge, is a modern version of Mann's vision, By
all the usual measures of guccessful desegregation, of which I
will cite only three, our plan is working. First, we were able to
implement it without any violence or disruption of education.
Second, despite our grandfathzring all children in place except
those whose schools were closed or merged in 1980-81, it took
only three years to achieve our first goal: no racially identi-
fiable schools. We are close to achieving the ultimate goal of
having all schools, grades and special programs (except, of
course, special needs and bilingual classeg) reflect, within 5%,
the overall minority/majority percentage system-wide. Third, our
schools continur _» be popular with all elements of the commu-~
nity. There are more non-public than public elementary schools
in the city. The private and parochial schoolr cnroll students
from surrounding areas, as well as from Cambridge. 1In 1978, 78%
of all elementary age children resident in the city were
attending the public schools. Aafter a very small white flight
the first year of desegregetion, that percentage has increased
until it has gtabilized in the last few years at between 87% and
88%.

The involvement of parents in choosing their child's school is
only a beginning. Every elementary school has at least a (wenty
hour a week paid parent worker, most of them funded under our
state desegregation grant and repo.ting to the citywide parent
coordinator on t'ie desegrcgation staff. Their tasks include
helping parents with school choices by giving information about
their school and conducting tours of it; publishing a regular
newletter to all parents in the school; organizing an annual
orientation for new parents; being available to parents sho need
assistance dealing with the school or the system, putting, them in
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touch with the proper individual or department to handle a parti-
cular problem; and, above all, encouraging ar! expediting the
participation of parentes in the school's official parent organi-
zation as well as in a variety of special committees: School
Improvement Council, interview committces for new staff, curricu-
lnum committees, etc. Many administrators, teachers, and parents
have requested that the parrnt workers become full time. The
high school has asked for parent workers. There is, certainly,
enough work to keep them busy full time, but the answer is always
the same -~ we don't have the funds.

Cambridge ofiers Transitional Bilingual Education (TBE) programs
for students whose first or dominant language is Spanish,

Haitian creole, Mandarin & Cantones, Hindi & Gujarati, Kerean and
Vietnamese; as well as English as a Second language (ESL) support
services fou students of limited English abliity who are not
accomodated in one of the TBE classes. A year ago, after more
than a year of research and planning, we instituted an alterna-
tive Spanish/English two-way immersion program at the Maynard
School (grades k-4). We recruited native Spanish rueaking and a
racially diverse group of native English speaking kindergar-
teners. The children were integrated in two classrooms, with two
teachers, cach of whom worked with cach class for half a day.

one tcacher spoke only Spanish in the classroom, the other only
English. At first, the students responded each in his/her native
tongue, but “hey soon began to respond in whichever language the
teacher was using.

That first group is now in first grade, with two new teachers
following the samc procedures; a new kindergarten group began
last month. Comparisons with control groups in the system are
encouraging. The Spanish-speaking children, while retainiag and
improving their Spanish, have made greater strides in English
than a comparable group of children in a TBE kindergarten. The
progr~«s of the English-spcaking group is on a par with that of
students in English-only kindergartens. Their grasp of Spanish
is developing somewhat more slowly than the Spanish students’
grasp of English. This is understandable, since the external
environment of the school and the community reinforces English,
rather than Spanish. The evaluation, in essence, indicates that
all the children arc making progress, and that they are loing at
lcast as well as, and sometimes better thin they would had they
not been in this new program. We plan, it the program continues
to be as successful as we have reason to beliave i will, to add
a grade a year until it covers grades K through 6.

The two-way approach has a number of benefits. Research
indicates that learning a second language carly helps English
speaking students, over time, do better in English, perhaps
because they develop morec awareness of language, per se. The
approach helps the Spanish speaking student develop & more posi-
tive self-image. The message that child receives is not: "Forget
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your native language, it is useless, and learn ours." It is,
instead: "Retain and improve your language, it has value that we
respect, while you also learn to do well in ours." One need only
to consult the personel department of any major corporation, or
read the want ads in any major newspaper to realize the practical
value, to everyone, of true bilingualism, parents and school
personnel have asked that we plan similar programs involving
other languages. We would like to, if we only had the resources.
For each grade level, we need two teachers who are fully bilin-
gual as well as certified in Early Cchildhood or Elementary
Education; one full time bilingual teacher aide; age appropriate
texts and other materials in both languages.

We offer options in teaching/learning styles, ranging from the
very traditional approach familiar to most of us grandparents to
several types of open classroom programs, No two of our elemen-
taxy schools are identical in philosophy, style, classroom
climate, and the special programs available. Parents are urged
to read the booklet that describes all the schools, and visit as
many as possible before making choices.

Many schools have one or more special needs clagses; wost have
resource rooms with specialist teachers to give support services
to students whose needs can be met without their being in a self-
contained classroom. Teachers of "regular" classes are
encouraged to allow special needs and bilingual students to be
mainstreamed for part of the day with their "regular" students by
offering them a smaller class size. This allows for the extra
attention these students need without either overworking the
teacher or neglecting the other students. We have, at the
Fitzgerald School, a program for pre-schoolers with special

needs called "Special Start,"

our conputer "School of the Future,” housed in the Tobin School
(along with a standard program, a Follow Through program and an
Open Magnet program) was not designed to teach computer
technology, but rather to demonstrate the best uses of the com-
puter as a tool in teaching all elementary curricula. The staff
holds workshops for teachers from other schools, so we now have a
cadre of teachers in every school who can help their colleagues
integrate computers into their teaching. Thanks to resources
provided by the Commonwealth, as well as the support of membez
corporations of the High Technoloty Council, we have some
computers in every school, although not enough for every child to
have the ideal amount of computer time, weekly, to help them
prepare for the computer society of their futvre.

He need, also, find a way to put computers into .the homes of
families that can't afford to buy them. Most Cambridge families
of sufficient mcans tend already to have compi*ters at home.
Perhaps we could establish some sort of lending J4brary of
hardware and software, that would be an incent’vy, not only for
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students to leaxn more about this valuable tool, but for also
many of their parents. We wculd need not only the funds to
purchase the equipment, but also to maintain it.

For reasone of space, I will describe only one more of our
special programs. The Robert F. Kennedy School in East Cambridge
serves students in grades 5 through 8 (it is paired with the
Maynard School where the AMIGOS program is located). It has had
many problems: absenteeism: some older students staying at home
to take care of younger ones while parents were at work, same
simply truanting; lack of parent involvement: many parents do not
speak a great deal of English; many work long hours at lew-paid
factory jobs and lack the energy:; they come from cultures in
which they 4 . not, traditionally, visit the school unless
notified that their caildren were in trouble; low achievement
scores, with many parents unable to help their children at home.

Several faculty members, working with the Coordinator of Dramatic
Arts, wrote » proposal that was funded by the Massachusetts
Council on Arts & Humanities, through the Cambridge Multicultural
Arts Center, located a short distance from the school. The
matching share was provided from our state desegregation grant
and our federal Chapter IX allccation.

Starting in only a few classrooms, "Teaching and Learning Through
the Arts" now, in its third year, encompasses almost the entire
school. Experts in all fields of the graphic and performing arts
are brought into the school to work with teachers and students,
infusing their arts into all phases of the curriculum. Students,
individually and in groups work on projects. Examples: & unit
on Egypt resulted in colorful student-made life-size models of
Egyptians. Another group constructed mode's of urban neighbor-
hoods, their own or imaginary. The projects use paper, clay,
cardboard and other simple materials. Student work is displayed
in the lobby of the building where everyone can see it, and also
at the Multicultural Arts Center. Plays and musicals are
performed in the school auditorium and at the Center.

This program is making a difference. It has sparked teachers,
students and their parents. Some students now come to school
regularly in order to keep up with their p.njects. Parents have
begun to help, both at home and at school, with construction,
costumes, etc. Teachers are stimulated as they learn from the
arcists. Parents, teachers and students from othr schools have
seen some of the exhibits, and want to try the program
themselves. If we had the resources, we coul® replicate it.

our largest elementary school, the Harrington, scrves a K-8
population similar to that of the Kennedy. That staff, having,
through inservice trairing developed a high degree of cuccess in
teaching language arts, has for the last couple of years been
seeking, unsuccessfully, a source of funds to enable it to
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develop a program in the languages of mathematics, science and
technology.

All the above programs are essentially student oriented, but they
serve to assist and stimulate teachers, also. Similarly the
three categories of programs we offer staff, by helping them work
effectively, are of benefit to students. Tt is difficult to
separate the impact.

We are able, first of uil, to attracc and maintain a good staff

because our salaries are competitive, with attractive working

conditions, fringe benefits, preparation time, etc. Most .
teachers, however, are not in the field just for these items, as

Zmportant at they are to survival.

Some programs are system-oxiented, based on the system's goals as
enunciated in our Key Results process of goal-setting, action,
evaluation, revision gcals. 2 strong and well-maraged Affirma-
tive Action policy assures the stimulus of diversity within the
staff as well as providing role models for many students who have
never seen people wirl. whom they can identify in positions of
authority. System-wide workshops on multiculturalism, paid for
out of the general fund and state desegration money, heip us
capilize on the diversity of itaff and students. HMulticulturalism
is not some esoteric new subject, but an approach to teaching all
curricula in a way that recognlzes the contributions of all
ethnic groups to our society; and that reflects in the materials
selected for teaching, in the displays * the classroom, and in
the attitudes of the teacher, the respect due to all elements in
the society, especially as they are represented among the
students.

We have ten system-wide Staff ‘evelopment Teachers, eight paid
out of the desegregation grant: some special programs have their
own staff developers. These are classroom teachers seiected
because of their expertise and their ability to communicate with
their peers. Four days a week they are in schools: the orient
new teachers; assist seclected teachers in each school,
individually and in groups, wi*h classroom management, multicul-
turalism, and teaching technig..:s. They work with the relevant
curriculum coordinators, revising curriculum; they research new
approaches to teaching and improved teaching materials, fthe
results of these activities are then reflected in their work with
classroom teachers. The staff development program is popular
with teachers and administrators; it should be expanded to allow
every access to these supports.

Administrators and/or teacher teams have been able to participate in
general-funded workshops on integrating the curriculum; Deming's
management concepts; the Degrees of Reading Power program;

dealing with substance Abuse with elementary students; etc.
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The scate's Chapter 188 School Improvement Act provides for
School Improvement Council that allows the administration,
teachers and parents of a school to do joint planning on how to
spend a per capita sum to which each school is entitled and that
must be used for improvement in some fashion. The state-funded
Comonwealth Inservice grants offer teachers up to $1000 to
conduct activities they feel are important for their classes.

Other incentives are designed to meet the needs of individual
teachers and administrators. When we realized that the Education
Consolidation and Improvement Act would net us considerably less
support than we had previously received at catagorical grants, we
established the Cambridge Demonstration Center. CADENCE surveys
the interests and needs of individual Staffers; offers workshops
and mini-course. to meet those needs. Staff is also given the
opportunity to teach any of these courses. CADENCE programs are
shared with other school systems, at cost, and also with the non-
public schools, as the law provides.

Lesley College offers scholarships for graduate stvdy to our
staff; the Harvard Graduate School of Education offers programs
for school administrator through its Principals' Center, and
Conant Fellowships that allow staff to take courses at teach at
HGSE. Cambridge has three Conant Fellows this year.

We have haid a great deal of success in Cambridge, of which we are
duly proud. (See enclosed Memorandum for a listing of recog-
nition given our programs and staff thus fai in 1987.) Yet, we
know there is still much to be done before we can say we have
done it all.

Twenty-two percent of our elementary students did not pass basic
skills achievement tests in the last round. We need to identify
those students and their areas of weakness, so plans for improve-
ment can be devised. Nearly one-third of our most recent
graduating class did not go on to further edacation. Are they
truly prepared for jobs with a future, or will we find them
behind the counter of our local fast food emporium? We don't
know, and we need to find out. Once we know the facts, we have to
act to meed the needs of those students still with us.

The Cambridge Teachers' Association recently surveyed teachers
and administrators about job satisfaction. Analysis of the
results and a response by the Superintendent indicate that, while
we are doing a better than average job, a number of new
initiatives involving teachers, administrators and parents would
be desirable.

The Bl.v.. faculty recently released a thoughtful and inciteful
analysis of the problems <aced by minority students at the
secondary level. Ulie need to improve guidance; develop methods of
interesting students in becoming really involved in their own
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education and in the life of the school; find ways ~- at the
elementary as well as the secondary level ~- to encourage all
students, and especially minorities, to select more demanding
elective courses and programs that will lsad to better career
options for them.

We need to conduct the research that will lead to some solutions

for a serious problem in bilingual education., we have a number .
of older non~English-speaking students —- upper elementary and

secondary age -- who come to us with little or no schooling in

their native languages, They are usually from poor families;

come from areas where schools were expensive, or where there was .
none close enough to them. We cannot put a l4-year-old in with
seven-year-olds, at whose academic level we find him, and expect

him to prosper. At the same time, he will only be discouraged if

we put him with his age-mates, most of whom are at or near grade

level in their native tongue, and only need to learn English to

enter our majnstream. The result is that most such students

leave us as soon as they turn 16, illiterate in two languages,

and completely unequipped for survival ia our society. In addi-

tion to the research for methods, we need to find or create effec-

tive bilingual learning materials for these older students,

Ve need the resources to replicate our successful programs in
other schools that want them, We need mcre and more effective
counselling for the upper elementary student, to minimize some
secondary problems, We want to do all these things. We want to
realize our goal of providing an equal opportunity for a high
quality integrated education for every child entrusted to us,

I will close with some comments about incentives, in general.
Incentives should reward growth and progress, not just
excellence. They should apply to students, parents, teachers,
administrators, schools and school systems, While we certainly
shouldn't ignore the achievement of the straight A student, we
need, especially, to reward the one who works hard and brings a D
average up to a C.

Schools and school systems should be rewarded when they move from
poor to good, from good to better, from better to superior,
Giving support only to i‘he poorest schools penalizes those who do
a pretty guod job but want to do even better; rewarding only
excellent schools doesn't help the poorer ones improve, and may
act to discourage them from even trying.

Sanctions, whether against individuals, schools or school
systems, ghould be a last resort, to be used only when there is
an absolute refusal or a clear indication of inability to
improve. For example: Cambridge rarely has to dismiss a teacher
for poor performance. When it does happen, it is only after a
series of events has taken place and nothing has worked. First,
there is an in-depth evaluation of performance, identifying
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the abilities and interests of the teacher. In any case,
dismissal is considered only after these steps are taken and a
sufficient amount of time has been allowe” for improvement. We
find that most people in education want do a gond job. Many
need a support system that provides both c.e incentives and the
resources that make success possible.

At the state level: our state needs more resources to enable it
to help more schools and school systems; other states need the
same, plus the incentives to devote the energy and resources to
education that Massachusetts does.

At the federal level: the federal government can play a signifi-
cant leadership role in providing more of the kind of research
and projgram dissemination that will be useful to states and
localities; and in providing more, rather than less, resources to
helps us achieve its own goal of excellence.
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ENCLOSURES
WITE TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY S. JONES, CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDDGE SCHOOLS AT A GLANCE
Memorandum on Achievements in 1987
Chamber of Commerce Article on Partnership

Sample Parent Newsletters

(Note: Due to printing linitations, and in the interest of economy,
the above enclosures accompanying Mrs. “ones' staterment were retained in
the files of the comittee.)
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Mr. FLIEGEL. Good morning, I would like to thank the committee
for the opportunity to describe what is happening in District 4 in
Manhattan. We are located in East Harlem in New York City. We
have zll the problems that are endemic to an inner city school dis-
trict. I come to tell you that inner city school districts can provide
quality education for its youngsters.

In 1973 District 4 ranked 32nd out of 32 school .'istricts in read-
ing and mathematics. In 1987 it ranked 16th. In 1¥73 15.9 percent
of the youngsters were reading on grade level. This year we have
over 64 percent of our youngsters reading at grade level. The same
is true in mathematics.

In New York City we have a decentralized system. Pre-kindei-
garten to the 9th grade goes to a decentralized district. The high
schools are centralized. We do not do a good job for our high school
youngsters in New York City. We do have a number of specialized
high schools that are schools of excellence. Unfortunately, we have
some of the best high schools in the country and too many of the
worst high schools.

In 1973 approximately ten youngsters in the entire district were
accepted into these specialized high schools. Last year over 250
youngsters were acceptcd into specialized and private schools.

In 1983 I had the opportunity to appear before this committee.
Going over my testimony, I notice that at that time I spoke about
the Manhattan Cent r for Science and Mathematics. It was one
year old, and I rather immodestly stated that we are succeeding. I
would like to just point out, give you a report card of, what is hap-
pening at that high school.

In 1986, we graduated our first graduating class. Benjamin
Franklin was once a good school, and one of its great graduates is
Senator Patrick Moynilan. But from 1973 to 1982, it was a failing
school. I still can’t believe the statistics that I quote to you.

Seven percent of the youngsters who entered that school as
freshman graduated. That meant 93 percent of youngster. dropped
out If you would take attendance in the morning—no une had the
courage to take it in the afiernoon—44 percent of the youngsters
were showing up.

We opened the Manhattan Center in 1982, in 1986 we graduated
our first class. Every youngster in that class graduated, and every
youngster was accepted into college and is now presently in college.
I cite this because I think it is a symbol of what the district be-
lieves in and what can happen ‘a1 education in the United States.

I'd like to talk a little bit about choice because choice is very
much the topic of discussion. First of all, I want to make it clear,
when I talk about choice, I talk about choice for public education.
In my view, youngsters in private education already have choice, so
we don’t have to talk about private schools. I do have a standing
rule that goes something like this. What's good for the children of
the wealthy will never harm the children of the poor. And I think
choice is one of these things children of public education should
have.

I do have some thonghts about it that I would like to snare with
you. First of all, I think it is important that prior to choice, you
have to have some quality and some diversity. It will do no one an y
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good that they can now choose to go from one lousy school to an-
other and in the process have to travel a half hour to get there.

I also believe that smaller schools are just better for youngsters.
Kids don’t get lost in small schools. I believe it is important to
extend ownership to youngsters, to parents and to professionals.
And even more importantly, I believe that a school has to believe
in something. There has to be a dream, there has to be a vision, a
philosophy that the school believes in.

In Alice in Wonderland, Alice is lost and she is walking through
the woods, and she comes upon the wise owl, and she says, which
way should I go? He asks her, where do you want to get to? She
says, I don’t know. And he says, it doesn’t matter which way you
go. I think that’s true of many schools we have throughout the
country where there is an absence of a vision, an ahsence of a
belief system.

I see time is short, I would just like to give you an idea of what I
think the government should do. I think it is very important that
the federal government provide adequate funding to the children of
the poor. I think it is most important that we begin to take a look
at where the money does go, and somewhere there has to be incen-
tives to those districts, to those schools that are doing a good job
for the youngsters of the poor. Somehow that money does not go
the' way. That we keep sending money into failure is something
that we ought to question, and we ought to support that which
works. Thank you very much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Fliegel follows:]
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Testimony of Sy Fliegel, Deputy Superintencdent, Community
School District 4, Manhattan, New York City,

Formerly Director of Alternative Education

Good Morning! I would 1like to thank the committee for
providing an opportunity to present some of my views and biases
regarding education and to describe the educational program in
District 4, Manhattan.

District 4 is located in East Harlem-in New York City. It
has .11 the problems associated wich inner city school
districts. T come to let you know that inner city school
districts can proride quality education for their youngsters.

In 1973; District 4, Manhattan ranked 32nd out of 32
districts in reading achievement (15.9% at or abov; grade level
as measured on city-wide standardize.® tests):

In 1987, the distric* ranked 16th of 32 with 64.% at or
above grade level. In Marhematics in 1973 we also ranked 32nd
out of 32 districts. This year we ranked 21st.

In New York City - we have a decentralized school system for
grades Pre-K to the 9th grade. The high schools are
certralized. We do not do a good job for our Qigh school
students. Depending on whose figures you use, the dropout rate
ranges from 36% to 45% and the rate for minority youngsters is
much higher.

In New York City - the outstanding high schools are the
specialized high schools with national reputation. as schools of

excellence- (The Bronx H.S. of Science, Stuyvesant H.S.,
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Brooklyn Tech, F. La Guardia.)

In 1973 approximately 10 students from District 4 were
accepted into the specialized high schools. Last year over 250
of our students were accepted into tpe specialized high schools
or private schools.

Cit  September 22, 1983, I had the pleasure of appearing
before this committee; at that time, I explained in some detail
how our alternative school network operated and in that
testimony, I mentioned that we had opened up our first high
school, The Manhattan Center for Science and Mathematics. At
that time it was only 1 year old-and I rather immodestly stated,
"I can assure you aft-r only 1 year that we are succeeding ."

I'da like to go into some detail about our Manhattan Center
because I feel it can be representative or symbolic of what we,
in District 4, believe is possiblc and attainable.

We hcd demonstrated that elementary and junior high school
students in an inner city district could achieve and compete.
uUnfortunately, the quality of high 3school programs offered in
New York City is limited. We have some of the best high schools
in the country and too many of the worst. We were gradiating
fine youngsters from junior high school and we had little to say
about which high schools they would atterd and even less to say
about the educational program they would receive. In our
community, tie zoned high school was Benjamin Franklin High
School. Many years ago when it opened, it was a good high

school.
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One of its most outstanding graduates is Senator Patrick
Moynihan. Unfortunately from 1973 to 1983, it was a failing
school.

I have cited the following statistics 1,000 times and I
still can't fully comprehend their meaning.

only 7% of Benjamin Franklin entering freshman class
graduated;- that left 93% as dropouts, Attendance in th ‘morning
was 44s. District 4 daid not send any of our students to
Benjamin Franklin; the central Board finally decided to phase
out the school. It was closed in June, 1982 and we in
partnership with the Central B¢ .rd of Education reopened it in
September, 1982 as the Manhattan cCenter for Science and
Mathematics. . It is an educational complex that contains a
separate elementary, 3junior high school and senior high school.
Bach school within the Center provides an enriched curriculum in
math and the sciences with computer literacy being a major
subject. Our goal was to prepare youngsters for a technological
society and gc: them to go to college. In 1983, I could only
say what we hoped would happen, Today, I am pleased to tell you
that we éraduated our first class in June 1986; all the students
graduated and were accepted into collége. Some of the colleges
being among the best in the country. I have enclosed articles

from the New York Times and Newsday for your perusal,

On September 21st of this year, the Honorakle Minister of
Education, Mr. Baker of Great Britain, v.sited District 4,

Manhattan,

/ by
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He was particularly interested in our parental choice - or free
choice system. Secretary of Education, william Bennett has
cited the Jistrict favorably on numerous occasions. I would
like to state soqe basic assumptions that I hold in regard to

our choice system:

i. I am talking about public schools and public education
and their responsibility to provide quality education. wWithout

quality or diversity-choice beccmes meaningless.

2. I also believe that smaller schools are better for
children. Kids "don't get 1lost in small schools. We would

rather have many small =chocls, integrating age levels than

Y*v~e junior high schools. We have many of our junior high
schools in elementary schools buildings. We feel the

interaction is good for yc ingsters.

3. I believe that extending ownership of the schools <for
students, parents and teachers enhances ac,ievement and develops
good citizens. People treat what they own better than what they

don't own.

4. I believe that . school has to have a vision-~a dream-a

philosophy. We have to know wilere we want to go-and how to get

there. In Alice In Wonderland - Alice is walking through the
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»which way should I go?" He answers, "where do you want to
go?"” She replies, "I don't know,*~ he tells her,- "Then it
doesn't matter which way you go."

In District 4, we have extended ownership of the schools to

professionals, parents and students. To the professionals we

say, we want you involved in the decision-making process. wWhat
is your vision, your dream or educational philosophy? How do
you propose to achieve your dreams and goals? We are not
committed to any one philosophy of education. We have schools
that range f£rom traditional to. progressive. Everyone has a
clear understanding about what the school's goals and processes
will be; they then attempt to work hard to make the dream a
reality.

7o the parents and students we offer real choices. On the
junior high level there is no zoned school. Every youngster and
parent on that level must make a cholce. Ve feel that by
exercising choice the gtudents' interest and motivation for
learninc is significantly incressed. Competition is - salthy for
schools. 1n District 4, each Junior high school enters the
market® place. We viev students as potential clients and not as
members of a capcive constituency. If schools cannot attract
and keep students, those schools must change. Expectations for
students and staif are high. We expect our youngsters to

achieve and develop into responsible citizens.
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In closing, would 1like to comment on the le that the
Federal Governmeit must play 4if education ig to become 2 rexl
priority in this country,

The Federal Government must provide adequate funding and .
;upport for the hildren of the poor, It should Support those
pPrograms that hav - demonstrated Success with inner city
children, We need money to provide meaningful experiences for

children gsuch as  trips, camping experiences ang attendance st

cultural eventg,

We need money for science materjals, texibooks and high

tecknology equipment .

We need money to prevent 45% of our high school Students

from ropping out.

We do need your help-

Enclosures: Alternative School Booklet
Decisions Booklet
Press Clippings

Previousg Senate Testimony

(Note: Due to printing llnitat!ons. and in the fnterest of econoxy,
the above-zentioned enclosures wvere ret
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The CHairmAN. Well, we apologize to all of you for the shortage
of time. We have been joined by some other classes. I will just say
very briefly that our hearing this morning is about incentives that
have been effective in strengthening the quality of education in
many of the school districts or some of the school districts in our
country, and we will hear from some of those individuals that are
involved in working out those incentives and see about their appli-
cation at a national level. So, we have been listening to some of
those who have been working and who have been involved in pro-
grams which are successful.

Let me start out with Mr. Mills, Dr. Mills. In this program that
you have developed here, this leadership consortium, could you
spell out somewhat for us what you see as the role at the local
level, and what ar ' the state and national roles in the conscrtium.

Dr. MiLts. The v Yole thing from first to lest has to be a par‘ner-
ship. There has be>n a vast federal investment in studies of in-
structional technolcgies, informaticn on programs that work, and
so on. That tends tc be disbursed around the country. You either
see the pamphlet or you don’t. It is not used as part of a profession-
al curriculum. I would focus that professional ¢ ‘rriculum. That
would be part of the Federal role.

Determining the kind of training that ovght to be offered in a
garticular school seeking one of these performance grants ought to

e at least a joint local and state venture. There ought to be a kind
of an audit of what’s necessary.

There is no way for one state to put this tcgether by itself. Many
states have tried. There is no way for the federal government to do
it alone either. And certainly no sne who has ever sat through a
so-called in-service day in a local school would believe that a local
school knows how to do the training tliat has to be done. Why don’t
we concentrate our energy and our ideas and simply deliver the
knowledge that is effective in a timely way in the hands of people
in local schools who can 1se it? That’s what this argumenc is about.

The CHAIRMAN. You are not too concerned that there would be
too much weiglit at the federal and national level or do you believe
that the program can be established with sufficient flexibility to
allew state and local, educators to do what ‘hey really want to do.
Or would it be too straightjacketed in such ways so that maybe it
“l?rks well in New Jersey, but it doesn’t work well in New Hamp-
shire.

Dr. MiLis. ‘That’s why I think it would be useful to try it in two
or three states. I would bind those states together rather loosely.
There has to e an element of flexibility; you don t want to b2 de-
livering train..g that is not needed. It has to be timely; there is no
point in talking to local school people about a new program if
they're at the wrong stage in their budget cycle. Flexibility has to
be built ir all the way through it.

The CairMAN. One of the programs that New Jersey has accept-
ed are these cash awards to outstanding teachers. Can you tell us a
Iittlle;?bit about that and how many have you given, how does it
wor.

Dr. MiLis. Yes. There have been 2,800 of those cash awards. E» .
one is worth a thousand dollars. The recipients, the teachers 5o
receive these awards for outstanding teaching, are selected locally
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by panels that include board members, teacliers, the union and so
on.

As Governor Kean has said, a thousand dollars isn’t a lot of
money, but it brings with it a very big message. The message is
that the people of New Jersey think that teachers often know
what’s be.* and can make very sensible decisions about how to
spend a th.isand dollars on the curriculum. Incidentally, this
money does not go into their pockets. They direct the spending of it
on instruction in the local school.

The CHAIRMAN. And that has been acceptable by the taxpayers?

Dr. MiLLs. Yes, it has. These are day-long convocations on educa-
tion. It is quite an impressive sight to see over a thousand tea hers
sitting there talking about improving education.

The CuairmMaN. Well, I think you have probshly seen what
others have seen, and that is, where the taxpayer is convinced that
taxes are going to strengthen the quality of education, they are
willing to pay for that, and I imagine this kind of experience has
helped build a greater kind of confidence, too, in terms of support
for education. Let me go to Doctor Keppel. If there is a point that
'we raise on one question and others want to speak on it, I would be
glad to hear anyone out.

Dr. Keppel, if you remember, described a performance-based
center scheme which wds “rie’ many years ago. Those were said to
have failed. Why do you believe today that those types of incen-
tives schemes would be successful?

Mr. KeppEL. I guess, Senator, because I'm not sure how you use
the word incentive. There was made a direct connection of a couple
of things, experiments, you may recall, which didn’t settle into the
community at all. The real problem is——

The CHAIRMAN. Just hold on. We have a new group of classes
coming in. Th> subject of this hearing is incentives to try and im-
prove the quality of education in our high schools, and we are lis-
tening to a panel who comes from different parts of the country
whu Iare involved in those programs. We are now questioning the
panel.

From this hearing, we are going to consider whether some of
these recommendations would be approf -iate for th Federal Ele-
mentary-Secondary Euucation Act, which is the principal Federal
legislation that supports the local and State education process.
That’s where we are. Excuse me, Doctor Keppel.

We are talking now about incentive grants. We have seen incen-
tive schemes that have been said to have failed in the past, and we
are now wondering, since there have been a number of recommen-
dations in support of incentive grants, why there is a feeling that
they might work in today’s education.

Mr. KepPEL. My particular use of the word incentive is in connec-
tion with data of students’ performance at a level of performance
in schools is not based in any way on the notion that as a result of
better performance, the schools get more money. At this stage I'm
making a much narrower point. If over the next five years, and I
don’t thirk it would take that long, one can develop methods of re-
porting on performance of schools in learning, we can then get a
way of cumparing schoois which have more or less comparable
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innuts, sources, books, money, and a way, a fair way for parents
- 1students themselves to decide which wey to go.

do not think we have any such comparable techniques now. My
suggestion specifically for incentives in this regard is to start now
with the Federal Government putting up some of the money to de-
velop those reporting systems. That's what I meant by trying to get
that in. Let things we call a fair, flat field.

The CHairmaN. We included in the legislation, at a subcommit-
tee level last week, a 400 million dollar authorization for basic
skills at the high school level. We are all very concerned about the
drop-out rate. How do youv think incentives can be used to keep
kids in the school?

Mr. KepreL In the testimony that I Eut in, I make a suggestion
or two with regard. First, which I think is the most difficult prob-
lem, and I imagine it is safe to assume, is young men and women
who have already dropped out, how we get them back in. We think
g1aybe some quite new kinds of schools, incentives would be possi

le.

The use of the GED, that other method of getting a high school
diploma, which has grown a lot in the last 10 years. Those, in my
judgment at least, are the ways to try to start at the drop.

Mrs. JoNEes. And start before the drop out, too.

The CHalrMAN. Maybe you can talk a little bit about what has
happened in Cambridge with the formulatioa you have outlined in
your oral testimony, and about how that is effective with drop outs;
and what lessons can be learned from that.

Mrs. Jones. We apply, to the extent that we can, incentives that
are, again, not cash incentive. .hat you can put in your pocket, but
the State Chapter 188 School Improvement Act provides an award
that gives a tea~her who has done some outstanding things in a
program in a ' _ticular school the opportunity to take her this pro-
gram to ofther parts of the State to disseminate i*. This provides
recognition for the person, and encouragement for other teachers
to go ahead and do likewise.

We haven’t done nearly enough, but we are working to try to re-
connect students to the school, and il is dirficult. In our city we
have a single comprehensive high school which is large. We have a
house system, but people still ge! lost in the cracks.

We have improved the quality of teaching by a great deal of in-
service training of various kinds using Federal, State and local
moneys. Every penny we can get goes into some kind of improve-
ment in that area. And again, we involve teachers not only in
taking in-service training courses, but teachers who prove compe-
tent are given an opportunity to teach them.

Teachers are given an opportunity to initiate ideas. Students can
come up with suggestions. We work with ~*udents, but not nearly
enough: our goal is have students involve helping to solve the
problems hat affect the lives of students. it is going to take a
while, and it is going to take some resources we don’t now have,
because we need to develop a mentor system to go with it. The «d-
vising system we now have is not really good enough to accom:.lish
the goals.

We want to involve high school students in the outside communi-
ty, both through the partnership with private industry and the uni-
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versities and through tying students into community service for
credit, so that their work in school becomes meaningful to the indi-
viduals and, hopefully, they won’t get to the point of dropping out.

We still have problems, and I’'m sure most schools who get such
students do, with the older, non-English speaking student who
comes to us from areas where they have not had the kind of educa-
tion other kids have had. For example: a 14-year-old who is func-
tioning at the same level as some of our seven or eight year olds.

Now you can’t put that studen* i~ a class with seven- or eight-
year-olds. Put him in a class with nis age-mates and he is not going
to make it. He is going to drop out at age 16 illiterate in two lan.
guages. We haven’t found the answers. That’s one of the problems
we nead to be helped with because quite a few vlder students from
Central America, Haiti, and Southeast Asia.

These youngsters are coming to us with essentially no education,
maybe two or three years in their native tongue, fo. vne reason or
another: war, poverty, lack of schools to attend. So, it is not just a
matter of transferring to English, it is a matter of where do you
start and how do you hold them while you are trying to help them.
As it is now, they are not prepared fo function in scciety at all,
even if they go back home.

The CHAIRMAN. One of the things that we are proposing is this
illiteracy course in higher education, to get students in liberal arts
to work in local communities to combat illiteracy, with the academ-
ic institutions giving course credit. We "1ave seen, on a limited
basis, that this has had an important impact on the increasing
number of functional literates (about 1,600,000 a year). These num-
bers are going in the wrong direction and it is of great concern for
our overall economy, let alone for individual development, individ-
ual pride, and self-e;teem.

e have apout a 50 million dollar authorizavion for drop-out pro-
grams in the trade bill whict. is in conference at the present time.
It ic independent of the Elementary sad Secondary Ecucation bill.
Whether that is zo.ng to go through and be signed into law is still
somewhat in qucstion. My own belief is it is looking more and
mere like it probably will. T think that there is a recognition at the
national level of the importance of working in innovative programs
in the drop out area.

was hoping ycu might take a moment and describe the
AMIGOS program. We were getting closer to it as you were talking
about newer families coming into the community, and we vill be
getting into the reauthorization of bilingual education in the next
very few weeks, and that program has been under a lot of review
by koth our Cummittee and others.

We are familiar with the studies you have had here in Massachu-
setts, and I'm sure you are familiar with ‘he debates that have
been taking place on that program——

Mrs. Jones. I am for bilingual education hecause I grew up in a
time when there wasn’t any, and I saw people coming from Europe
and other centinents, many countries, and some of thom made it,
and some of them didn’t. But I remember people sitting in classes
with me years and years ago (my children would say back in the
Middle Ages); the teacher couldn’t understand a word they said;
they couldn’t understand a word the teacher said, and they sat
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there, and only some of them were lucky enough to have the abili-
ty pick up enough English .0 survive.

Others put in their time and just faded into the woodwork. Now
I think we have the beginning of something that takes care of most
xids, but we are always looking for .ew approaches that are better.
The transitional bilingual program, which is standard here in Mas-
sachasetts at least, takes a youungster in, for one to maybe four
years. They start cut 75 percent native language instruction. 25
percent English os the second language; as they learn English, it
goes to 50/50 and then 75 percent English and 25 percent t4eir lan-
guage until they are mainstreamed.

That’s the way they had been doing it in Cambridge, but that
has some disadvantages for many youngsters. The program tends
te give to some kids the impression that “Your Ianguage isn’t any
good; you have got to forget it and just learn English”. We have
been looking for ways of providing some new kind of approach,
some kind of education in a different way for non-Englis! _peaking
kids who could then maintain their own pride and self-worth.

The AMIGOS program is our beginning. It is in its second year;
we now have a kindergarten and a first grade. We started last year
with a_kindergarten group. We recruited an equal number of
native English speaking and native Spanish speaking youngsters.
The native English speaking youngsters were also racially integrat-
ed. There was not a Spanish class and an English class; they were
put together in two classrooms, both classrooms integratea.

There ax. two teachers for each grades, each of them teaches
each group half & day. The English speaking teacher speaks only
English to the group and the Spe.iish speaking teacher speaks only
Spanish to the group. In the beginning, the kids responded :n their
own language—the school teachers happen to be bilingual
anyway—but as time went by, increasingly they began to respuna
in whichever language they were addressed.

We have been testing these kids, and we had all kinds of control
groups. We found that the Spanish kids in this class at the end of
kindergarten were way ahead in English of kids in the standard
Transitional Bilingual program, and that the English speaking kids
were on par with kids in an English-only class.

We recognize that it takes a little longer for the Spanish lan-
guage to be developed because the whole environment surrounding
these kids reinforces English more than it would be the Spanish for
English speaking kids.

We also did something else to help reinforce them. We offered
the parents t! 2 opportunity to take courses. the Spanish speaking
garents t¢ take English, and the English speaking parents to take

panish. We provide those courses, and a 1ot of parents take advan-
tage of it so they can help their Lids at home. This is also a multi-
cultural approach. They learn of the various Hispanic cultures as
well as the standard American.

We find that it is a popular program. It's an exciting program, I
believe, which we invite you to come visit any time, anybody. They
love visitors, love to sLow off. I'll give you one little vignette, and
then I'll stop.

About three weeks into the program, I guess it wvas about this
time last year, in first kinJergarten, a little English speaking girl
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wanted a toy, and the ‘Jpanish speaking boy who had no English at
all yet had the toy. Wnen he rea’.zed she wanted it, he clutched it
and shook his head She looked at him and said, “por favor” (Span-
ish remark un-internreted), “please’” and she got it!

T... CHAIRMAN. Mr. F'iegel, let me ask you about the transfer-
ability of the programs you have seen in Mew York. Can these pro-
grams be used in other school districts in the country; if you think
so0, why; and if not, why not?

Mr. FeGeL. I'll tell you what I think can be transferred to any
school. In Shaw’s Pigmalion, the question is asked about the differ-
ence between a flower g'rl and a lady. I think the response is, it is
not hovs she behaves, but how she is treated. And I think one of
things you will find in almost every successful school environment
is that youngsters are t;2ated with respect. This is not the way
they behave, but how they are treated, treat them with respect,
with high expectations, and they wil} not disappoint you.

On the other hand, if you don't, treat them with respect and
high expectations thcy won’t disappoint you again. If your expecta-
tion is fhey will not be good citizens, they will not behave, they will
not disappowst you. I think it is an important feature, and I'm glad
Ms. Jones was really centering in on youngsters, how do we treat
young people in schools.

I think it is an important aspect, and that’s why I think owner-
ship is important. You just treat things you own better than things
you don’t own, and once you begin to open up these ideas to young-
sters that that school belongs to them, that they made a decision,
just that process of making that decision, I want to be here, gives
you a three week advantage. If the school isn’t any good, you have
lost it, but I think it is important.

I do think you can transfer what we are doing. There is nothing
new about what we are doing. It is just a different way of looking
at youngsters. It is trying to meet their interests. How come kids
know lyrics? I don’t know the lyrics of one song, and kids know
lyrics that go on and on and on, and someone says, maybe they
can’t be bothered to learn the words of a poem, because their inter-
est isn’t in the poem. Somewhere a long the line we have to make
that matck. You have to know what a youngster’s interests are,
and that’s what I think we do when we offer choice, and that’s why
I think diversity i~ iiaportant.

If we offer the same thing, just choosing the same thing in differ-
ent places, I think we are going to make a critical mistake. I think
it is most important that we keep that in mind.

The CraIRMAN. Let me ask you, what has been the effect on the
teac}lllers? You talk about the stude .ts. What has been the impact
on the——

Mr. FrigGeL. It is a funny thing about teachers, Senator, they are
just like & the other people. You treat them with respect, you give
them impact on decision making and they respond positivelv, One
thing nice about giving away ownership of schools, you can give
away 400 percent. There is no limit as to hov ~ften you can just
give the school away to people.

Teachers, when given ownership, will be most supportive. You
know what it is, it is almost a self-fulfilling prophecy. If you asx
teachers to dream, to give you their visions, then you say, go ahead
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an¢ do it, they are going to kill themselves to prove that’s the way
you educate youngsters. I want to make a point. In our district we
run the gamut. We have some very progressive schuols, and we
have some schools that you would almost call a prep school.

" .1iey both work because people believe in something. They know
where they ai~ trying to go, and they have a voice with what’s
happening. $o teachers are very supportive of that kind of system
bece}]usel they feel they are part of it. They are not just assigned to
a school.

The CurairMAN. Let me ask a question in a different area, and
that is about the training of minority teachers. What shouid we be
thinking about on that issue? I'll ask Dr. Keppel and any of those
that want to answer.

Mr. KeppeL. | think my colleagues, particularly Dorothy, would
probably know mc -e about it tho' * Jo. All the data that I see says
that the numbers of young men and women, some of them seated
here, as far as whether they are going to turn out to be teachers or
not, it looks as if the percentages are going down in minority
schools. It looks, in other words, the percentage of those going to
college and the like who would end up teaching school is not a very
promising figure.

New Jersey and other states I think have been doing very help-
ful things about looking up different avenues, but I think they face
a long term, decade, two decade long process. We will need n.ore
young men and women who will be willing and active to teach in
the minority schools, particularly in the city. My conclusion s if
we think in the long term, we should start recruiting among those
who are now in high school, in the cities in particular, and stzrt
recruiting and providing special help financially, Pell Grants
through college.

I happen to believe even more in work studies where practice
teaching would be paid for as they go through. I think we ought to
start now, sir. It is the down the road that bothers me. Not two
years from now, not five years from ncw, but ten, 15 years.

Mrs. Jones. I thin'. we need to start a little earlier. I think we
need to start in the mriddle years. I thirk we are a little late if we
wait to high school, oecause kids not on the right tracks, their
minds are made up. I think there are a number of reasons why we
are getting fcwer minorities going into teaching. One, of course, is
a good reason—there are more options now.

There was a time when all we would do was teack or preach.
1" w, we offer more options so the kids are doing other things; but
there is also something else, there is a perception among a lot of
people that teaching is not a respected profession any more, . nd
that when there is desegregation, the minority teacher gets shipped
cut the door Those two factors have to be dealt with in any pro-
gram, becausie unfortunately neither perception is compleiely unre-
alistic. It does happen; not everywhere, but it does happen.

The CHalrMAN. This has been very helpful. We will move on.
What I would like to « as we begin to evaluate these recommenda-
tions. as I'm sure the other members of our Committee will do as
well-—is to circulate this information to the members of the panels
before we get a final vote on them. This has veen personally very
informative.
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I think these have been enormously exciting developments, and
you all deserve a lot of credit, for the innovativeness tha. we have
been involved in. Again, we are interested in seeing how trese
ideas can be translated in a broader kind of experieuce, and we are
going to need your help to do it effectively. I wan. o thank 2ll of
you very much.

We are going to proceed out of order for just a few moments. I
understand Senator Richard Kraus who is Chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Senate Committee on Education, and Representative Nich-
olas Paleologos, who is Chairman of Massachusetts House Commit-
tee on Education, have joined us. They sit on a special commission
created by Chapter 188, education refor. legislation passed in
1985, and have just completed two very important reports which
consider the use of incentives in education here in the Common-
wealth. We are pleased that they took time out to come here this
morning and offer their reports into the record, and I know they
will be helpful as w2 consider the issues, and I ask you to proceed
in whichever way you like. We are very grateful to you. J think cne
of the things that we are finding out is there is a’lot going on at
the local and state levels which we can profit from. These are pro-
grams like our JEDI program, ET program here, and the use of sat-
ellite technology to try and strengthen our education system. And
there is a lot going on at the state level, and we are eager to hear
what you whuld tell us about the report in a limited period of time.
You can be assured that we will be following up on whatever you
recommend here this morning. We want to find out how we can
take what is the best of our expericnce here in the State and share
that with other States.

STATEMENTS OF SENATOR RICHARD KRAUS, SENATE CHAIRMAN,
AND REPRESENTATIVE NICHOLAS PALEOLOGSS, HOUSE
CHAIRMAN, MASSACHUSETTS JOINT COMMITTEE ON EDUCA-
TION

Mr. PaLEoLoGos. Thank you very much, Senator. I know your
time is brief, so we will try and be as brief as we can. We are very
grateful for the ovportunity to come before you and tell you that
one of things that has disturbed us most about education reform
nationally is that it seems in many states to have become an
excuse to make classrooms and schools more miserable for kids,
and we * re happy to tell you here in Massachusetts we are trying
to take wne opposite view, that what reform ought to be about is to
make schools more interesting and engaging for students across the
state.

Most of the other states that engaged in education reform really
took a very centralized approach, more rigidity, and more struc-
ture, were the most common characteristics of these efforts. We in
this state try to emphasize diversity, decentralization, and much
more of a bottom up approach to reform. We believe that the focus
should be on the school house not the state house.

That approach in the las’ couple of years has really produced
some signi}lecant results in Massachusetts and it is because of those
results that we have made some recommendations which we have
left with you and your committee. We hope thuy will be helpful in
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your deliberations. The two most important themes that have come
out of our reports you have heard today. One is to empower the
Frofessionals at the school building level. That is to say, give ieach-
ers, principals, parents and students more power over what they
do.

Today you find in high schools and elementary schoo.. teachers
who, in many cases, don’t have any say over curriculv , textbooks,
assignment of kids, the organization structure of their school the
length of the school day or year and so on. Most of those things are
decided by others. So, what we are recommending first is to give an
unprecedented amount of power, if you will, to those people who
are closest to the educations of our kids; that is to say, parent. and
teachers and principals at the school building level.

The second thing that we are recommending is that we must
begin to change the incentives in schools so that we are actually
rewarding improvement. I know that you are very concerned, and
the committee ic very concerned with providing some incentives,
and not just technical assistance or a pat on the back, but some
real financial incentives for the schools .hat improve. So, empower-
ing professionals on one hand and rew .rding improvement on the
other are really the two things that our report are all about.

And wkile we recognize that the federal government represents
only five or six cents of the public education dollar, we believe
strongly that a lilitle money goes a long way if you put it in the
right hands. And the way you can help us is, to put some financial
incentives out there for states to do those two things; empower
building professionals and reward improvement.

Mr. Kraus. Thank you very much for this time, Sena.or. I, to~
wiil be quite brief. In the reports that you mentioned are a number
of different prograras which we are urging for the reform and im-
provement of education in Massachusetts. There are just two of
them on which I would like to comment very quickly now.

In the testimony that we took over the last year and a half, two
of the statements that came through really reinforce what I heard
here this morning. Gne of the statements was from a teacher who
had been 15 years in the classroom, and who indicated that not a..y
time during that 15 years did anybody ever ask her what ought to
be going un generally in that school. Nobody has ever tapped het
professio 1al talents and expertise towards the overall structure of
what was going on there. g , our current proposal, called “Carne-
gie Schools,” is one which grants weu'd be given out competitively
to schools, based on how much they convince the Massachusetts
Department of Education that they are really going to be listening
to tue education professionals that are in the school.

Mr. PaLEoLoGOS. Was it some thing he said?

The CxHarmAN. Do you. get that kind of reaction often? As you
know, we are rctating classes here in the course cf the morning, so
you may proceed.

Mr. Kraus. We are making money available up front for that.
The second program is called REACH.

The CHAIRMAN. Would that be financial assistance that would go
to the school? .

Mr. Kraus. Each school building. The second one is called
REACH, which is rewarding educational achievements. And it
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really works along with the statement that we got from a principal
in the cousse of our hearings in which he said, “You know, every
year you come along and you ask us for something different in edu-
cation, and we rsally don’t know what it is you people in the state
want us to produce.’

In the REACH program what we are trying to do is to use the
nine educational goals which have just been adopted by the State
Board of Education, find ways of measuring improvement in those
goal areas, whether it is by tests or otFer kinds of measures, and
set out those goals as items tlat each individual school will go
about trying to achieve.

One of things which we have often done in education is to re-
spond to “dress codes,” whether or not somebody establishes & par-
ticular curriculum, put in a particular course of study, or whe her
or not students “look like” they are learning. We want to place em-
phasis here on the student outcome, whether or not, in fact, the
students are actually learning in response to that.

The CHAIRMAN. Tell me, how many schools in the Common-
wealth have participated in the programs?

Mr. KrAus. In the coming year we hope to have money for about
40. The precise number hasn’t been set yet. We have a budgeted
item, but we hadn’t passed the legislation vet that will exactly
divide it up. We ho»e {0 expand that in each successive year. And
one of the things that would be very helpful in that process, and
would help leverage additional state money, would be federal
matching grants.

The CHAIRMAN. And in terms of geographical distribution, all
those things cre left pretty much up in the air?

Mr. Kraus. At the present time. We want to be sure that we do
have a good cross section of suburban, urban, different student
bodies and the like.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, we will look forward to looking through
the recommendations within a short timetable because we will be
doing the elementarysecondary education bill now, and I think
there is a real interest in the ccmmittee to examine this issue. For
tF : most part, members aren’t nearly as well aware of the variety
of different things that have been happening in the school districts
across the country and what the outcomes have been.

What has been %'our reaction and that of the teachers themselves
to these proposals?

Mr. PALEoLOGOS. As you heard, Senator, earlier and it js prob-
ably not difficult to predict that to the extent that you create in-
centives and you create ar at.nosphere in a schuol where teachers
are allowed professional discretion and autonomy, a sense of being
a professional and a sense of ownership aad contro) over the build.
ing in which they work, you get a lot more from the students in
those kinds of schools than you do when you try to impose a rigid
structure from above.

All of us are corcerned that what government puts into schools
should improve what kids get out of them. We found, as we looked
across the state, that when professionals are involved in decision
making, you have a lot better school.

Mr. Kraus. And cn the other point of jooking at student out-
comes, I think the teachers have been a litiie more nervous about
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that because they are not totally convinced that that's the way of
doing it, so we are trying to be very careful in the Commanwealth.
And actually there is federal money going into that caretul explo-
ration. The Regional Laboratory for Educational Improvement of
the Northeast which contracts with the Department of Education,
will be facilitating a forur in two weeks here in Massachusetts to
determine if we have approp:iate measures in each of the nine
educational goal areas.

The CHAIRMAN. Le: me just ask, finally, what reaction are you
getting from the parents? Do you see a difference in terms of the
kinds of support from education people who are involved in the——

Mr. Kraus. I think the reaction there is mostly liope, Senator.
We have seen recently, I think, a reduction in the sort of parental
involvement and parental engagement that we need, and a bit of a
cynicism of what they are likely to see coming out of this program.
I hope that by rrafting things in the way that we can, the effects,
the results will be more parental involvement and bringing more
people back into the operation of the schools.

One of the most successful things that has happened over the
last two years are school improvement ouncils which are in each
of our schools. They have brought parents, teachers, principals and
students together in very constructive ways to spend a small
amount of money to improve their schools. I think the .ouncils are
beginning to catch fire. .

[The joint statement of Mr. Kraus and Mr. Paleologos follows:]
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MASSACHUSETTS
EDUCATION REFORM 1987

Statement of State Scnator Richard Kraus
and Representative Nicholas Paleologos,
Co-Chairmen of the Jeint Committee on Education
Massachusetts Legislature
Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Huran Resources
Field Hearing on the Use of Incentives to Improve Education
Boston, Massachusetts

5 October 1987

We Intend to launch a decade of unparalleled educational
achievement.

We begin from a position that is much better than many people
bel.eve. Massachusetts, by almost every standard of student
performance or teaching coadition, continually ranks amony the
top § to 11 states in the nation.

But that is fot nearly good enough for the 21st Century,

Oour people are increasingly a people who must 1live by their wits.
We can not afford to leave any substantial portion of our
populatica uneducatea, unable to fully participate a..g contribute
in our polity and to our economy. our living standard can be no
better than our educational achievement,

our goal is the best educated population in the US by the year
2000. Massachusetts is to be the best in every measure of
student performance and teaching condition.

To achieve this goal, important changes must be made .

ERIC




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

91

-2=

First, soclety is presenting awesome challenges to our schools.
Changes in family structure and family support for education,
increasing demands on the time students need for study, etc.
threaten to overwhelam many of our schools, especially in urban
areas. To meet and overcome these challenges we must have a
vigorous and concerted effort by everyone who cares about
education or about our economic future.

Second. there are few incenti es in our schools encouraging the
successful teacher. Indeed & have produced an organizational
structure where all too oft .a what a teacher has to say is of
Jittle importance and where whether students actually learn has
no impact on anyone's ‘areer. We must change those incentives
and reform the govesrnan.. of our schools so that our educators
can function as prolessionals and fairly be held accountable for
the progress of our students.

Third, we are facing a new century with teacher pay levels which
arose out of a soclety in which women had little professional
cholce except teaching. As a result, our teachers are among the
worst paid of professionals. Their pay will have to be raised by
50% over current levels to be competitive with the averaqe
.professionzl with a college degree. Current revenue sources will
not support such an increase. Yet, 1! we are to be able to
attract the best of our young people into teaching, it must
happen. Therefore in order to increase teacher pay to
appropriate levels, we intend to increase real educational
expenditures on education in Massachusetts by at least 30% over
the next decade. If necessary, we will seek revenues dedicated
to this purpose, but only to the extent justified by demonstirated
improvement in our students' learning.

Chapter 188 provides us with a first-rate starting point.
Experien ¢ under 188 reinforces the basic beliefs and commitments
with which we began. 1) good education cannot simply be ordered
or mandated -- people have to desire it, invest themselves in i%,
be wil'ing to fight for it, 2) this vigorous desire, investment,
and wi.lingness must be reborm and fostered in each and every
sciool bullding; 3) as the state our proper role is to explain
clearly the ends we seek, to tempt and urge folk tcw~ard those
ends while allowing great flexibility as to local method, and,
finally, to reward those who are successfu).

Wwhat specifically do we propose?




SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCILS

The councils have been such a thoroughgoing success that it is
aimost impossible to remember that they were a most controversial
elenent of Chapter 188 which only narrowly won approval. oOur
improvement is aimed at the educational goals set by the State
Board of Education: physical and emotional well-being: critical
thinking and communications skills- citizenship in a democratic
society: values and nutual respect; arts appreciation and
creativity:; uriderstanding history and the humanities;
understanding mathematics and the sciences; occupational
competence; and the capacity and desire far 1ifelong learning.

We will ask each School Improvement Council to decide how best to
achieve significant improvement, concentrating in goal areas of
most serious shortcoming. To f£inance this planning effort and
the first steps of implementzzion, we will ask that the current
$10 per pupil allocation be significantly increased and that

planning functions be added to the 1ist of permitted uses for
ssuch “unds.

EEO

Some schools face challenges larger than others.

In 188 the only way we had to identify where students weyre most
at risk was by per pupil expenditures. Despite the title - EED -
our aim was never fully to "equalize” opportunity but was o
provide a floor to protect those most ac risk. This we did by
targeting communities ang regional districts which fell below 85%
of the state-wide pupil expenditure average.

As gome of us strongly suspected, expenditure was a very poor way
%o find where students were mcst at risk. Now with 188 test
results in hand, we can accurately identify t..of+ school
buildings in which we are failing the students, and we can focuy

funds directly on them insisting on results in student
performa~ce,

We propo=- to use all future increases in ZEO0 funding to
concentr : extra resources and attention on the 200 lowest
achieving schools (X-8). These schools will be provided with
additional planning funds this year (FY88), and next year (FY89)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




plans. At each stage funding will be contingent -- first on the
existence of a viable plan, then on the implementation of that
plan, and finally on actual improvements in student performance.

Each Improvement Council in these schools will be augmented by a

. broad-based community group to help identify problems and
sclutions. These groups will be encouraged to think boldly in
proposing solutions and in identifving, both inside and
especially outside the school building, causes of lack of success
in learning.

As additional aid to this process a special corps of teachers and
administrators (partly from within the 200, partly from outside)
will be recruited to help with the planning and %o run summer
programs in these schools. Local secondary students will be
hired to help out in the summers. These summer programs will
help focus the planning and ensure plenty of professionai
assistance for that process, help coabat the serious learning
loss which occurs in many of our urban areas over the summe:s,
and provide a prime vehicle for salvaging many of our secondary
students that otherwise would be lost.

CARNEGIE SCHOOLS

Educational res2arch suggests that in order to achieve
significant improvements in student learning, it may be necessary
to substantially change the way our educational profezsionals
interrelate on the job. We want to maximize professional
attention on how to educate better, and we want to ensure that
the focus is cooperation, not conflict among our educators.
Therefore we will offer competitive grants to schcol building
staffs that want to experiment with forms of organization
Gesigned to improve their professional ef€ectiveness. Emphasis
will be on willingness to set aside, at least temporarily, state
laws and regulations, local policies and procedures and contract
provisions which are deemed by a local staff to be in the way of
their ability to teach better.
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the entire increase in EEO monies will be used to implement their
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHOOLS

New teachers are being hired again in Massachusetts. More will
be needed. To help ensure that we have the very best trained new
teachers, we will identify a small number of schools that now are
achieving student learning far beyond what might be expected
given the background of their students. These schools will be

D
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augmented so to enable their faculties not only to educate their
pupils but to help train the next generation of teachers.

MINIMUM SALARY

We propose to provide the same state two-year incentive to raise
beginning salaries to $20,000 per year as we did to raise them to
$18,000.

REACH

We will enhance our ability to measure whether student learning
is improving in the areas set by the state's educational goals
and will offer substantial bonuses to the professional staff in
each building when their students show substantial improved
learning in any one of these vital areas. Once our measurements
and rewards are fully developed, members of a successful
professional staff will be able to supplement their individual
incomes by as much as $10,000 per year. By coupling demonstrated
improvement in student learning with substantially increased
remuneration, we hope to convince voters and taxpayers to provide
the resources hecessary to match the average pay enjoyed by other
-professionals whose work requires the college degree.

At every level of the educational enterprise there are multiple
distractions drawing time, attention and priorities of
administrators and teachers away from the improvement of the
conditions of learning. Major incentives helping all to refocus
on the real goal are long overdue. We must take care to ensure
that these incentives cover the broad spectrum of what we want
our children to learn and ensure that rewards in one area .annot
be earned by deliberately allowing deterioration in another.

Earlier, I mentioned the need for a substantial increase in
funding in the near future. This is an urgent, soon to be
desperate, matter. Unless we show consliderable success quickly
in the areas of our most obvious problems. dropouts and basic
3kills -~ unless we create a much better professional working
situation and the prospect of much better professional pay and
thus attract plenty of the brightest and most dedicated into our
classrooms -- we are likely to face a crisis so deep and so
severe that it could mean the virtual end of public education as
it was conceived here in Massachusetts. If we fail in the
current attempt, public education here could well enter an
irrevocably downward spiral of overcrowded classrooms, unprepared
and uninspired teachers, and wasted and rejected youth.

[~
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How do we get the funds we need? How do we convince a
tight-fisted public to pay more than they are now willing to pay?
What will a successful strategy be? We have I believe,
basically three options:

1) we can simply demand more... and fail to get it;

or

2) we can wait for the crisis, and hoping that people
will put greatly increased funds into the public
system instead of vouchers for the private system; or

3) we can devise a strategy like REACH which
gradually lay~ claim to more funds based on a
rationale whi a the public understands, even desires.

A demonstrated and widely pnblicized record of improvement
together with expanded public and business involvement should
vastly aid in rebuilding lost public confidence in and support

-for public education.

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Increased pay together with the improved professional conditions
which will be adopted to enable the improvements in student
learning should be sufficient to attract the most caring of the
best minds of the next generation of students into the teaching
profession.

Thus by the year 2000 we hope to have both the best prepared
student population and the most avle educational professionals
anywhere in the world.

Where are we n w?

1) The legislature has set aside $15 million for our use in the
current fiscal year.

2) Actual legislation is being drafted -- currently beiag refined

with splendid help of capable staff within the Department of
Education -- and will be filed in about three weeks.

S
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The CuHairMAN. Thank you. We would like to work with you as
we fashion the national program. Our final panel will he Mr. Keith
Geiger, Vice President of the National Education Association, of
which the Massachusetts Teachers Association is an affiliate, and
Dr. Urban.ki, Vice President of the American Federation ¢f Teach-
ers, of which the Massachusetts Federation of Teachers is an affili-
ate. Dr. Urbanski is also president of the Rochester Teach~rs Asso-
ciation in New York which has just completed a contract which in-
corporates many of the ideas that we have discussed this morning.

Since Dr. Urbanski came all this way, not only for the day, but
as a refugee from Poland, we’ll let him start off.

STATEMENTS OF DR. ADAM URBANSKI, ViCE PRESIDENT, AMERI-
CAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS; AND KEITH GEIGER, VICE
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Dr. Ursansk1. Good afternoon, Senator. I'm proud to represent
the American Federation of Teachers and to have the opportunity
to add what little I can to these deliberations. Essentially, since my
testimony has been submitted to this panel, { would like to focus on
the general question of translating the rhetoric about improving
schools into local practical realities, particularly as exemplified in
our recent settlement.

I believe it can be narrowed down to three general categories:
One is the professionalized teaching which means turning a pretty
shoddy occupation, unfortunately, into a profession that resembles
some of the other professions in our societies.

Secondly, to restructure schools for greater productivi.y and ef-
fectiveness, since the former wouldn’t make much sense without
the latter. And thirdly, the manner in which we do this is with co-
operation and also with some significant willingness to take risks
and to emphasize equally excellence as well as equity.

To professionalize teaching in Rochester, New York, for example
as we did in several other colleges throughout the country, we had

initiated programs that would involve teachers with quality con-

trol. We have a program in Rochester for example, now in its
second year, entitled Peer Assistance and Review which is made up
of two components: internships for new teachers, so they don't
have to learn their trade by sink or swim and by makmg mistakes
on the first batch of students, as I did. And also an intervention
program so that teachers whose performance is not up to standards
we helped to shape would first be assisted. If that effort, a joint
effort, does not work, then a teachers’ union actually cooperates
with management in counseling thore individuals out of teaching
w dispel the myth that teaching is for everybody, and that all you
have te do to be a good teaclier is that you have to love kids. That’s
about as smart as saying thot all you have to do to be a good sur-
geon is to love to cut.

We are now translating this Peer Assistance and Review Pro-
gram into a career ladder program which may be one of first local-
ly designed and negotiated career ladder programs in the country
and will turn a single-level teaching occupation into a four-tier pro-
fession.
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The CuairMmaN. Doctor, can you hold for a second? We are joined
by another group of students from the high school, and we want to
mention to them that the purpose of these hearings is to try and
find out what has been happening in a number of local school dis-
tricts around the country with regard to strengthening the quality
of education in the high schools. We want to evaluate different
types of experiences in the hope that some of these experiences can
have nationwide application, and that we can try and provide some
incentives on the national level for schools to adopt them. That is
what we're talking about this morning and we have discussed a
number of different programs.

Now, we are listening to the representatives of the teachers and,
specifically about some programs that Dr. Urbanski has been
speaking about.

Dr. UrBaNskL Senator, the program that I was speaking about at
the moment is called Career in Teaching Program-—changes the
teaching occupation to a four-tiered profession so that teaching no
longer has to remain a dead-end occupation. It would start with in-
ternship and progress to a resident teacher and eventually become
a professional teacher and then have the option to become the lead
teacher.

As a matter of fact, starting teachers salaries were improved by
more than 52 percent. And that means that in two years starting
teachers in Rochester will earn nearly $29,000 ard the tops are
nearly $70,000, which I think begins to approach the kind of pay
that will attract and retain the best college graduates into teaching
as opposed to what we unfortunately are doing now which is at-
tracting whoever cannot get into a medical school or a school of en-
gineering ends up going into teaching, with some very notable and
exciting exceptions, but unfortunately that is true, and as long as
that is the case, we will not really have the brain power that will
give us the results that we want.

I assume though that, as a generalization—quality of the instruc-
tion can never exceed quality of the teacher. So, if we have re-
sources, we need to allocate them to the teachers. This year’s rec-
ommendations of the Carnegie, and I would also like to put in a
strong word of plea for encouraging and keeping alive the Carnegie
effort, and I think that it would be within the parameters of inter-
e?fg of the federal government to encourage such a nationwide
effort.

Along with that we have to restructure schools because profes-

. sionalizing teachers but not restructing schools really exacerbates
the problem. We achieved ours in Rochester through a negotiation
process called “principaled negotiations” and through that process
we significantly retrench:d management prerogative, but also
slayed quite a few sacred cows, and I thirk we have to start with
some of the ways of doing things more effectively by actually
taking significant risks and changing some of the processes that we
have held on to till now.

Since I don't have time to argue specifics, I'll wait for any ques-
tions that might elicit that. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Urbanski follows:]
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TESTIMONY
by

br. Adam Urbanski
Pre: ident, Rochester (NY) Teachers Association
Vice-President, American Federation of Teachers

to

United States Senate
Commi ttee on Labor and Human Resources
Subconmittee on Education, Arts and Humanities
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Chairman

October 5, 1987
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Senator Kennedy, members of the United States Senate Coamittee on Lacor

and Human Resources, and the Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Humanities:

1 am Adam Urbanski, President of the Rochester (N.Y.) Teachers
Association and a Vice-President of the American Federation of Teachers. I
welcome this opportunity to testify on the themes of encouraging innovation,

mproving performance and expanding opportunities for all our students.

For me, as it did also for countless others, public education served as a
vehicle for opportunity. I came to this great country as one of seven sons of
little-educated but determined parents who, in 1957, escaped communist Poland
in search of a better and a more free life. Nearly fours vears, a dozen
countries and Several languages later, we arrived in the United States. Public
schools helped to make the "American dream" more achievable for me and for my

family.

My story, I know, 1S not unique. Yet, I fear that my story is not
typical either. For too many students from economically and educaticnally

disadvantaged background, schools - and society generally - are failing.

In the school district where I serve, for example, nearly 50% of all
students fail core academic subjects; only 18% earn Regents (academic track)
diplomas. And lest we assume that 1t's the fault of schools only, 80% of all
children entering kindergarten atre already one or more years behind in
readiness skills. Many of our students iive in poverty and nearly half come

from single-parent families.
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Nationally, the statistics are no more comforting. A recent study of
approximately 256,080 high school seniors by the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP} found that fewer than 35% could read at the ievel

of the New York Times or similar difficulty; only 26% could write an effective

persuasive letter; no more than 17% could do a typical two-operation math
problem; and a mere 5% were able to read and understand airline or bus

schedules.

No wonder that some 25% of U.S. college freshmen are enrolled in remedial
math classes. In sixth grade, 20% of our students could not locate the United
States on a world map; by 12th grade, twice as many (40%) identified Israel as

an Arab nation.

Indeed, we must encourage our students to learn more effectively about
the world in which tney live. while only 25,000 ..udents in the United States
study the Russian language, more thzn 4,000,080 Russian students study
English. In fact, there are more teachers of English in the USSR than students

of Russian in the U.S.

We must also encourage our students to study more. While a typical
American teenager spends 38 hours each week in class or studying, a typical
teenager in USSR spends 51,5 hours studying and a typical Japanese student 59
hours.

Of course, parental 1nvoi.ement 1s indispensable to student success. It
is not heartening to learn that more than 27% of parents say that they never
help their children with homework. And 40% of pareats said in a recent

nationwide survey that they never read to their children.
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To address these "challenges," we'll need better schools and better
teachers. Yet, the stultifying and archaic school structures - as well as the
disincentives now built int) the teaching occupation - are yielding us a
teacher shortage of unprecedented proportions. Nearly half of all current
teachers will leave the classroom within the next six years. To replace them,
we'll need approximately 24% of all college graduates, each year for the next
1Y years, to select teaching as their occupation. Only 6% have done so last
year; little more than 7% have done so this year. To 1llustrate the extent of

the problem consider the following statistics:

o 1 in 13 teachers 1in the U.S. is not certified. .

o 1 in 6 taught a grade or a subject in which (s)he received no
preparation,

0 24% of America's teachers say that, if they could start over again,
they would not teach. (In 1965 only 7% said that...)

o There are more school districts in the U.S. than theie are physics
teachers. (in USSR every high school graduate must have completed 4
years of physice.

¢ In contrast, there are 48 applications per teaching position in Japan.

How do school districts cope with the problem of teacher shortage? \ikil,
19% of school districts simply increase class size; 354 eliminate or reduce
courses; 39% permit out-of-license teaching; and 41% issue temporary ot

emergency teaching certificates.

Now, whoever heard of "emergency surgeons" or "terporary attornyys?" Why
should the standards be so flagrantly disregarded in teaching? Of coutse,
we'll always be able to find enouyh adults willing to face the Kids. But we
should insist on debunking the myth that “all you have to do to be a gyood
teacher is love kids." That's about as smart as sayiag that ali you have to do

to be a good surgeon is love to cut.

Q
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To improve the learning opportunitie: for our students we must, first and
foremost, improve the teaching occupation. It's not sc much that the teachers
are the problem; it's that teachers have problems that impede effective

teaching and learning.

If one were to design a "profession" that would virtually guarantee
1solation from one's colleagues, be devoid of intrinsic rewards and lack most
of the urportant characteristics of a real profession, one could hardly find 3

better model that the current lot of teachers.

Consider the evidence:

0. Teachers learn their trade through sink or swim., New teachers serve
no internship and get little help. As much is expected of them their
first day on the job as is expected fram a 30-year veteran.

o0 Teachers carnot ba promoted except out of teaching. Consequently, a
teacher's status, pay and responsibilities are not substantially
different n retirement than on the day that teacher was hired.

o Pedagogical decisions are made by non-practitioners. The farther they
escape from the classroom it seems, the more right they have to
dictate to those left behind.

0 Teachers are evaluated and "assisted" by non-practitioners who can see
that the window shades are all evenly drawn, but can rarely assess the
teacher's competence or knowledge of subject matter.

o The few teachers who lack competency are neither assistd nor
removed. Adninistrators are unwilling or unable to use the process to

ensure quality teaching.

1¢¢
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of them we.) He told of unsanitary and antiquated hospitals, calling many
"death traps." He revealed that students without high school diplamas were
readily admitted to medical schools. Graduation, he learned, hinged on the

ability to pay tuition fees - not on mastery of subject matter.

Flexner recommended steps that would transform the medical occupation
into a genuine profession. He suggested a knowledge base, clinical experience,
tougher standards, an internship, professional autonamy, and control of

licensure within the profession.

History is sbout to repeat jtsclf.

103
Can all this be "fixed" by the educat an reform movement? Can even the
best task force report be instrumental in triggering significant changes in an
entranced institution? Can nationwide reform rhetoric be translated into
. practical local improvements?
It happened once before - more than 75 years .go. The Carnegie
. Foundation for the Advanament of Teaching commissioned a major study of
medical education in the United States and Canada and asked Abraham Flexner, an
educator, to conduct the study. Flexner was quite surprised to be asked,
thinking at first that the Carnegie Foundation had mistaken ham for his older
brother, Simon, then director of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research
in New York City. But Abraham Flexner needed the wotk, S0 he accepted the job.
After two years of extensive resecarch amd visits to all 155 American and
Canadian medical schools, Flexner presented his shocking conclusions in a
report entjtled Medical Educatiin in the United States and Canada (1910). He
recomended that 120 medical schools be closed (within the next two years, most
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Last year, the Carnegie Forum .ssued yet another ceport, this time about
teaching. Like its predecessor, this study offers the pranise of transforming

the teaching occupation into a true profession.

Entitled A Nation Prepared, the Carnegin Report suggests a radicslly
restructured school system. Instead of laying out a bunch of mandates, the
report boldly presented a blue print for building a more effective teaching and

learning enviroment. The Carnegie Report recommends:

o Restructuring schools so that teachers are at the centez of all
instructicn-related decisions.

o Cresting a new National Board of Professional Teaching Standards to
se criteria .ot what teachers must know and do and vo certify those
teachers who meet the standatds.

o Establishing & new category ot .oad teachers™ who would he:p to train
beginning teachers, and perform other professional tasks.

o Making teacher salaries competitive with those in other professions

requiring camparable education and responsibilities.

These are terrific recomendations. But it's critical that they be
translated into practical local realities. Education reform debate should not

leave us permanently perched on tne eve of revolution.

In Rochester (N.Y.) we have already begun to restructure schools by
restructuring the teaching profession. Last ycar we negotiaied and implemernted
the Pecr Assistance and Review (PAR) vrogram that offers mentoring to new and
inexperienced teachers (Intetnship) and involves teachers in monitoring quality
within their own ranks by offering assistance to expetienced teachers whose

performance should be improved {Intervention).
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Now we are building on the successful PAR Program and have developed a
career path for teachers that would ret2in them as practitioners while
permitting them to achieve leadership roles in matters relating to instruction
and to the profession. We negotiated a "Career in Teachiny" program that wou:d

consist of four levels:

O INTERN TEACHERS will be all new practitioners without prior teaching
experience. As is already the case in Rochester, interns will teach
under the guidance of more experienced mentor teachers.

O RESIDENT TEACHER status will be earned by those teachers who have
successfully completed a year of internship but have not yet achieved
tenure or received their permanent certification to teacher.

© PROFESSIONAL TEACHER status will be conferred only on those who have
earned their permanent certification.

O LEAD TEACHERC will be selected on a voluntary but competivive basis by
a panel that includes other teachers. They will teach at least
half-time and work also as mentors; or as consultants who w11l select
textbooks, write curricula, plan staff development programs and direct
other instruction-related tasks; or as demonstration teachers who will
“model” teaching with an "open door policy." Lead teachers will have
at least ten years' experience, work for 11 months and receive a
salary differential. They will work with students at risk, teach in
remedial and/or enrichment programs, serve as adjunct professors in
Yocal teacher education schools, and perform other duties that might

e required of instructional leaders and expert practitioners.
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Unlike merit pay schemes that urport to be "career ladder" programs, our
Career in Teaching plan incorporates the peer review conc-pt and offers
additional professional options to those who qualify. Lead teachers would
achieve higher status and more pay 1n exchange for accepting more .
responsibilities and working a longer school day or year. TO ensure that they
wouldn't be percerved by fellow teachers as "snitches 1n administrative
training," Lead teachers would make themselves ineligible for administzative
appointrents 1n our district for the duration of their tenure as Lead teachers

and for two years thereafter.

while the Career In Teaching plan 1s a logical step 1n the drive to
transform the teaching occupation into a genuine profession, t also
1ncorporates a fcature that attacks head-on a major obstacle to effective
student learning: the need to match "at risk" students and the toughest
teaching assigrments with those teachers who are best equipped to accept them,

the experienced and expert Lead teachers.

Under the current structure and existing practices, the most difficult
assignments and the most "challenging" students often fall, by default, to the
least experienced and most vulnerable teachers. The veteran teachers can
choose to avoid such assignments - largely Jue to negotiated seniority rules.
There 1s probably a correlation between that dynamic and the fact that 7 out of

every 10 teachers leave the classroom before thuir tenth year of teaching.

A recent study of teachers' attitudes ("Stability and Change 1n a
Profession: Two Decades Of Teacher Attitudes, 1964-1984," Phi Delta Kappan,
april, 1986) confirms what we already know: most teachers prefer to teach "nice
kids, from average bomes, who are respectful and hard working." Very few
teachers 1ndicated a preference for "underpriviledged students from difficult
or deprived homes for who school can be a major opportunity." Even fewer :
teachers expressed a preference for “"students of limited abirlity who need

unusual patience or sympathy."
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All this doesn't mean that some terrific veteran teachers don't choose
the mos* difficult assignments. Nor is it safe to assume that a student's
progress is entirely determined by the quality of teachirg. Just as good
health depends on many factors, not just the. quality of medical care, so also a
good education and student progress hinges on a myriad of factors - only some,
not all, within the control of schools. Nonetheless, it makes a lot of sense
to match the most challenging students with the most experienced expert
practitioners. The Lead Teachers would adopt a "Clint Eastwood” attitude
toward teachings go ahead, give m. any student and any assignment - because 1f
I can't do it, it probably can't be done. And certainly it shouldn't be
expected of first-year teachers who have enough to do to just learn the job.
Asking rookie teachers to take on the toughest assigmments would be tantamount
in the medical profession to master surgeons treating skin abrasions while

interns perform open-heart surgery.

The newly-negotiated 3-year agreement in Rochester, raised starting
teachers' pay by 52.4% (from $18,983 in 1986-87 to $28,935 1n 1989-1998). Top
pay for Lead Teachers will be nearly $70,000 in the third year of the
contract. The pact also calls for shared governance through a school-based
planning process. Teachers will play a major role in making decisions about
the instructional program and other school dynamics. They will even
participat2 in decisions about f1lling vacancies for staff positions in their
schools. No longer will strict seniority be the determinant for voluntary
inter-school transfers. That will go hand-1n-hand with the “schools of choice"

system district=wide,

The notion of giving parents a choice of public schools 1s predicated on
two pillars of the American system: equal opportunity and open market
competition. Schools that have to compete for students are less likely to
become complacent and are more apt to adjust and improve what they have to

offer.
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Yes, teachers and administrators would be challenged more than ever
before. But the built-in system of incentives and disincentives would reward
some schools and send a strong message to others. Not surprisingly schools
that don't have to compete for "clients" exhibit many of the cnaracteristics of
monopolies. Because of geography or other arbitrary guidelines, neither
parents nor students have any choice. this sigmficantly limits their ability
to affect the school, heightens their sense of frustration and often leads to
resignation and apathy. It's a tragic but not uncommon cycle that can and

should be broken.

Schools that must compete also are more likely to develop a cohesiveness
and a sense of uniqueness, specialness and shared purpose. It's the kind of
school ethos that makes scme schools more effective than others. That teamwork
also sets an appropriate context for collegiality and shared governance. It
dovetails the teacher empowerment movement. It would be unthinkable, for
example to put schools 1n such a competitive mode while retaining the
dictatorial top-down management System that now characterized most, 1f not all,
schools. With their very survival at stake, teachers couldn't afford to leave
1t all to the school principal and would have to become 1nvolved 1n all

decisions affecting their schocls and their program.

If done right, schools of choice could constitute the deregulatory move
that permits schiools to be more responsive to the realitites that teachers and
school-level administrators understand best. In fact, getting Central Office
off the backs of practitioners would be welcome relief in a profession plagued
by too many mandates and too much long-distance decision-making. And since
realism 1s proportionate to the proximity to the problems, serious efforts to

improve education are most likely to occur at the school level, anyway.
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Theoretically, "chosen" schools should be more productive for students
and professional staff Selection of a school 1is more conducive to a positive
learning attitude. Research 15 cleaz in supporting that concept. Teachers are
likely to gain interest in the effectiveness and attractiveness of their school
1f the "stakes" are retention of program and "saleability" to consumers. It 1s
possible that a unique accountability would resalt from a district-wide schools
of choice plan: unsuccessful schools would be compelled to change.

Unlike tuition tax credits and voucher proposals, the public school
choice option would not undermine the public schools or drain resources away
from them. Instead, it would stimulate parental involvement and reinforce the
equity agenda already afoot in our district. Schools of choice could then
becane laboratories for change and innovation, while students and their parents

could vote on a school's success or failure with their feet.

Even more important than the significant provision of the Rochester
contract is the spirit of the settlement. Achieved through a process best
described as “principled negotiations,” the agreement 1s based ¢a t..st, mutual
respect and labor-managemei.t collaboration. Union and managerent share a joint
commitment to the notion that excellence without equity 1S not worth pursuing;
that unionism and professionalisn are complementary and not mutually exclusive;
that there 1s no reason not to use the collective batgaining process to build a
genuine profession for teachers; and that teacher empowerment must be

accompanied by teacher accountability,
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It makes sense to us: if accountability means assuming responsibility
for the decision and choices that one makes, then teachers, to be held
accountable, must not be locked out of the decision-making process. And the
measure of accountability should be productivity, 1.e., student outcomes. The
camponents of that may include such specific criteria as dropout rates,
suspensions, course selection choices, failure rates, aggregate test scores,

attendance rates, etc.

Admittedly, the jury's still out on the Rochester experiment. If student
performance irproves, others may decide that investing in teachers may be a
model for breaking the cycle of failure - especially in urban public
education. But 1f there 1s no evidence of appreciable improvements in student
learning then the public may very understandably conclude that they can get
lousy results without additional investments - SO why throw good money after

bad,

The education reform movement heightened our aspirations. And since the
most powerful revolution 1s the revolution of rising expections, 1t'll be
impossible to unring the bell. Increasingly there will be a willingness to
take risks and to try different and better ways to fulfill our mission.
Increasingly, we will dwell even more on potential solutions than on past
problems. Risking failure 1S a risk worth taking. As winston Churchill put
it: “Success 1s going from failure to failure with undiminished success." The

risks are worth taking also because so much is at stake.

I have learned that 1n this wonderful land of opportunity, the real
division i1s not 50 much between the haves and the have-nots. The real division
is between those who have hope and those who have none. And public education,
as it was for me, is still the last best hope for millions of young people 1n
our country - especially those from educationally and economically

disadvantaged backgrounds.
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We are at a pivotal juncture and face a critical choice: do we constrain
ourselves to merely tinkering with the status quo or are we willing to
significantly restructure our schools - even if it means taking risks and

. abandoning traditionally-held postures? If we choose the former, we'll
continue to get the dismal results that prompted the cry for reform. The
latter can offer hope for a much improved teaching and learning milieu. Only
then would the motto "All children can learn aud we should choose to educate

all children" not only sound good but also be good and sound.
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The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Geiger.

Mr. Geicer. Thank you, Senator Kennedy. One of the advantages
of going last in this testimony is it justifies me as being the coldest
witness of the morning, I want you to know.

I’'m Keith Geiger, Vice President of NEA, and I appreciate the
opportunity to testify today. Let me simply begin my testimony
with a sad story. This morning 400 teachers in Medford, just ten
miles from here, walked off their jobs because of salary and work-
ing conditions, and I suggest that if we want to do something to
improve the teaching condition and learning for children, we prob-
ably could provide the money to the local states so this would not
have to Lhappen.

The CHaikMAN. We have been joined here by some other stu-
dents. We are discussing in detail whether some of these programs
gaye nationa! application. We are hearing our final witness, Dr.

eiger.

Dr. Geiger, I started off in this chill last night. We were at
Northeastern University at the dedication of their library and they
had it outdoors, and I had the rare privilege of being on the
podium for an hour and 15 minutes.

Mr. GEIGER. So you feel right at home .

; The CrairMAN. Right at home. I'm rather warm, as a matter of
act.

Mr. GeiGeR. In considering new ideas in education or in review-
ing successful efforts from the past, education reformers must take
a broad view. What we as a nation do, or don’t do, today in terms
of early childhood education, nutrition, health care and other qual-
ity life issues has profound implications for the nation’s public
schools, and I might add that as all of the other witnesses talked
about risks, I think we can’t forget that students are not only at
risk in education, but when you talk about health care and other
quality life, we have to talk about the total program, and I know
that no one is more concerned about that than you are.

At the same time, tougher standards and higher expectations are
important. Raising standards without increasing assistance to those
who are already experiencing difficulty in school is to doom educa-
tional reform to failure.

The first and foremost important thing the federal government
can do to encourage and inspire local education agencies is to fully
fund existing federal education programs.

But Congress can go far beyond simply building a foundation.
Congress must also take part in setting goals and providing leader-
ship. NEA has long advocated teacher evaluations tied to a profes-
sional development as a wa{vto insure that there is a qualified
teacher in every classroom. We believe all statistics of evaluation
procedures take into account the wide range of skills needed to be
an effective teacher and that they can provide professional develop-
ment opportunities to help margin teachers to improve and good
teachers to get better.

National teacher centers which Congress first authorized in 1979
grovided ongoing opportunities for professional growth. In 1986

ongress authorized a modest program for professional develop-
ment resource centers as a part of a higher education pack re-au-
thorization, but no funds were appropriated for fiscal year 1987.
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We urge you to support professional development resource cen-
ters as an effective means to promote excellence in teaching. In ad-
dition, we command your attention to the Teacher Skills Enhance-
ment Act, S. 507, offered by Senator Robert Byrd. S. 507 would
fund projects to enhance teachers and administrators to enhance
the categorical and subject matter skills. Beyond high standards,
clear goals, adequate resources and opportunities for advancement,
teachers need the freedom to address the needs of individual stu-
dents.

If we restructure our schools so that they focus too much on test
scores, we will miss opportunities to teach concepts which are not
easily measured on tests.

Finally, education employees want to work with others in the
spirit of cooperation. Teachers welcome the involvement of parents
and community leaders, but it is important that these efforts be
constructive. The best cooperation results when teachers identify
their needs and seek the assistance of others in the community .

The most productive thing that parents can do is to supplement
and enhance their own childrens education. The federal govern-
ment must support improvement innovation which guarantee the
advancement of education. Congress must avoid encouraging ill-ad-
vised fads in education.

NEA is enthusiastic about the challenges that face education and
the role this committee will play in developing incentives to meet
those challenges. And NEA members take that same enthusiasm
with them to class every day. Thank you very much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Geiger follows:]
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Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

I am Keith Geiger, vice president of the 1.86 million-member
National Education Association. I appreciate the opportunity to
speak tc you today on an issue of great importance to the future
of our nation — the need to develop strategies to stimulate
excellence in our nation's public schools.

It's time we laid to rest a wicdely held misconception about
America's public schools — that they once were terrific and then
became terrible. There are good and bad things to say about
public education past and present, and I think if Americans took
time to analyze the facts, they would choose today‘'s a:hools over
those of two or three decades ago.

Mr., Chairman, you were a participant in the creation of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 and subsequent
measures to improve public education, including the Bilingual
Education Act of 1968, the Education for All Handicapped Act of
1974, and many others. These were courageous, innovative
education reform measurits. o establishing and enhancing
programs for special needs students, the Congress has helped
improve the standard of education for all students, and in the
process helped make us a more just, more equal, and better-
educated society.

George Santayana's admomition, ‘'Those who forget the past are
doomed to repeat it,'' is quite apt here, because if our
generation allows tae public memory to lapse and Americans tike

these critical federal education programs for granted, we are
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doomed to repeat the past, to return to a two~tiered educational
system, and as a consequence, & two-tiered society.

Tougher standards and higher expectations are important in
education. But to raise standards without increasing assistance
to those who were already experiencing difficulties in schooling
is to doom educational reform to failure.

Resgources

The firast and most important thing the federcs government can
do to encourage and inspire local education agencies to improve
is to fully meet the needs of students served in these existing
federal education programs.

As you know, the Senate Labor and Human Resources Subcommittee
on Education, Arts and Humanities recently took up the omnibus
Elementary and Secondary Education Improvement Act, S. 373, ag a
comf \nion to the House-passed H.R. S. NEA strongly supports the
passage of S. 373 which would reauthorize these essential federal
education programs designed to serve disadvantaged students,
students with limited proficiency in English, students served in
school districts impacted by federal activities, and the many
other longstanding programs geared to help local school districts
provide quality education for all students.

Without going into gr-~t detail about specific aspects of
these programs that serve as incentives for educational
excellence, it is important to note here that reauthorizing and
enhancing these programs helps inspire and encourage state and

local education agencies to improve American public schools. In
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each of these programs, Congress set goals, and provided
leadership and resources to meet those goals.

We can all agtee that setting and working toward goals — for
schools and students — is necessary to enhance acadenic
excellence and educational equity. Continuity is an essential
elenent of achieving any goal. NEA has long advocated a
petmanent authorization for Chapter 1 compensatory prograns for
disadvantaged students, and we strongly support the intent of S.
373 to increase funding for compensatory education programs until
all eligible students are served.

By assuning a share of the responsibility for special needs
students, the federal government can enhance local flexibility.
But, unfo:tunately. while the goals in many of these federal
education programs have been constant, Congress has not always
provided continuity of resources to achieve those goals. Nothing
Congress can do to provide incentives for public school
improvement is more important than keeping its commitment — in
the words of Senator Robert Taft — to maintain a floor in
education on which to build.

Leaderghip

Congress can, of course, go far beyond simply building a
foundation in education. Much ot the progress thus far in public
education can be attributed to two other essential national
activites: getting goals and providing leadership. Whether a
national rededication to exceilence is spurred by an historical
event, such as the launching of Sputnik, or as the conclusion of

a study, such as A Nation at Risk. the federal government plays a
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key tfole in determining the direction of national educational
policy.

When those ga3ls are Specific and encouraged with r. urces —
as in the case of the National Defense FEducztion Act -~ schools,
students, and educators have proven they can rise to the
occasion. When the goals are overly general and tied to a
dimunition of federal resources — as in the case of the education
policies of the Reagan Adminlstration —~ schools, students, and
educators are confounded by a mixed message, and therefore,
energies are scattered among conflicting, and sometines
contradictory, priorities.

LEA believes there should a qualified teacher in every
classroom. One ¢f the ironies of education reform is that too
many current proposals for education reform undermine this goal.
The most direct way of assuring a qualified teacher in every
clagsroom is to maintain high standards in preparation and
certification -~ not to undermine standards through '‘alternative
certification; '* to rmonitor pProgress of curtent teachers thtough
a comprehensive evaluation process —~ not to take a one-shot
neasure of a narrow rangec of paperskills through a paper-and-
pencil competency test adninistered to practicing teachers; to
provide professional develop .nt oppotrtu..ties for all teachers —
not run teachers in and out in five-year cysles; and to provide
professional compensation for all teachers — not set ap divisive
nethods of differential salaries.

NEA believes that every studert should have access to quality .

educational opportunities. The way to scChieve that goal is to
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establish high standards for academic achievement and provide the
programs and resources to help students meet those standards —
not to scatter sgant resources into public schools here, private
schools there, and religious schools somewhere else; to develop
models for seeing that all students master what is taught — not
to set up the threat of state or federal foreclosure of
''bankrupt'*' schools; and tc vest local school faculty with the
authority to make appropriate decisions about teaching and
learning — not devote undue attention to preparing students so
that they perform well on standardized achievement tests.

Since the Administration has thrown its weight behind many of
these punitive and counterproductive proposals, it is up to
Congress to help move education in the right direction.

Research

Congress has a keen interest in ensuring that American public
education is headed in the right direction. A national research
program is the most efficient way of ensuring that the programs,
projects, and policies of our nation's schools are effective.
The National Center for Education Statistics plays a vital role
in educational improvement efforts by collecting and
disseninating accurate and timely data used in education
decisionmaking at all levels, federal, state., and local. NEA
applauds Congress' efforts to enhance the programs of the
National Center for Education Statistics. Further, we urge your
support for federally funded independent academic research and

development programs — conducted with the participation of
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classroom teachers — that encourage innovation and promulgate

success.

Wwithin the framework of current federal educational programs,
it is clear there is a great deal Congress can do to that would
create incentives for state and local educavional agencies,
public education employees, and the students themselves: 1)
provide the resources to meet the needs of students currently
targeted by federal education programs, 2) provide leadership in
establishing and accomplishing national goals in education, and
3) support educational research and development that provides
guidance to educational decision-makers and disseminates “
innovative and successful teaching-learning techniques,
materials, and programs.

Beyond these core areas, however, Coagress can take further
steps to stimulate excellence in education.

In considering new ideas in education — or in reviewing
successful efforts from the past — education reformers must take
a broad view. what we as a nation do — or don't do — today, in
terms of early childhood development, has clear implications for
our colleges and universities in the year 2001. National, state,
and local policies in areas such as nutrition, health care, and
other quality of life issues profoundly impact the public
schools. What we as a nation do — or don't do — today in
education will have a deep and lasting impact on our society, our
economy, and our national security. Too often, education
reformers have pinned their hopes on one or two aspects of

education with the idea that 1f we fix one narrow aspect of our
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educationral system, we have improved the whole process of
education.

Too many people believe that the teaching-learning process 1s
comparable to selling hamburgers or making widgets, and that just
because a strategy is widely used in the business sector it will
enhance the educational enterprise. This simply isn't so. And,
while we encourage all those — including parents, community
leaders, and political leaders — with an interest in education to
be involved in developing new ideas, including parents, community
leaders, and political leaders, education reform must be centered
on the recommendations of classroom teachers, who understand the
educational process best.

Further, in ways to improve teaching, education policy-makers
should consider incentives to keep good teachers in the
classroom. Too often, the only way for teachers to get ahead is
to get out, moving to another geographic area, into school
administration, or even into another career.

With these thoughts in mind, allow me focus on some potential
strategies for improving a singular, but vital, component of the
public schools: classroom teachers.

Professional Development

Rnowledge is not a static quality. Each year we learn more
about ourselves and the world around us. Consequently, education
employees, perhaps more than any other professionals, are
involved in on-going learning throughout their careers. But more
often than not, teachers and other educational employees must

devote their own time and money to professional development.
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Even if local and state education agencies do provide resources
and opportunities for inservice educational opportunities, in
times of budget “reductionr. staff development programs are often
among the first areas to be reduced or eliminated.

FPor many years, NEA has advocated teacher evaluation tied to
professional development as the solution to public concerns atout
the quality of teachers. This approach has many advantages.
Pirst, evaluation — if properly done — takes into account the
whole range of gkills needed to be an effective teacher,
including mastery of subject matter, pedagogical skills, and
interpersonal skills. Second, by providing professional
development opportunities in concert with needs i1dentified during
evaluation, local schools can provide a means for marginal
teachers to improve and good teachers to get better. Equally
important is the fact that this process guides 1ndividu}1
teachers into the arcas where they need assistance, be it in
mastery of subject matter, classroom management, or something
else.

But professional development opportunities need not be seen as
merely remedial. - Most educators have a strong, personal
commitment to personal and professional growth, and therefore
providing education employees with opportunities to learn is
conside-ed a perquisite, rather than an odious requirement,
particularly when they have a hand in developing their own
professional development proéram.

One approach to professional development which proved highly

effective was the program of national teacher centers, which
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Congress authorized in 1979. These teacher centers provided
teachers with ongoing opportunities for professional growth,
including inservice training and cooperative efforts to develop
curriculum and materials. Teacher centers were administered for
teachers by teachers, not imposd by local education agenices,
institutions of higher education, or some other entity.

While the teacher center program was federally funded for only
two years, it was widely considered to be a breakthrough in the
area of education reform. Teacher centers established a place,
means, and materials for teachers to share information on
effective teaching practices, classroom management, innovative
materials, and other activities that allowed them to renew their
skills and enthusiasm.

Even after the federal program was defunded, some teacher
centers were continued with state and local resources. But given
the tremendous financial pressures on education agencies,'teacher
centers have not been given the priority they deserved.

In 1986, Congress authucrized a modest program for Professional
Development Resource Centers as a part of the Higher Education
Act reauthorization. Some $15 million was authorized by Congress
for Professional Development Resource Centers, but no funds were
appropriated for FY87.

Currently, the federal government does provide some assistance
to local school districts for teacher education programs in
certain areas, including math, science, bilingual education, and
special education, as well as resources under the Chapter 2 block

grants that may be used for professional development.
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We urge your support for resources“to develop and support
Professional Development Resource Centers administered for and by
classroom teachers.

Teacher Skills Enhancement

Early in the 100th Congress, legislation was introduced by 4
Sen. Robert Byrd to support programs to enhance teacher skills.
The Teacher Skille Enhancement Act, S. 507, would provide grants
for locally developed and implemented programs in a number of
areas. The Teacher Skills Enhancement Act would fund projects 1)
to enhance the teaching skills of elementary and secondary school
teachers and administrators, 2) to provide teachers and
administrators with new developments and methodologies; 3) to
upgrade the subject matter skills of teachers and administrators;
and 4) to provide teachers and administrators with counse’ .g and
guidance methcds to deal with the neede of elementary and
secondary school children.

S. 507 is properly focused on local needs identified by local
teachers and their representatives, administrators, and other
professional educators. S. 507 would authorize $5 million in
fiscal year 1988, $20 million in FY¥89, and $25 million each in
FY90 through FY92. The bulk of the funds in the program would go
to local school districts where they can do the most good.

We urge your support for the Teacher Skills Enhancement Act.

Autonomy in the Classroom

While there have been many invidious comparisons between the
Japanese and American schools, Japanese educators have high

praise for the creativity and individuality of both teachers and
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students in American public schools. In seeking to stimulate
educational excellence, we should not be so prescriptive in
educational poligies that classroom teachers do not have the
autonomy to be creative in the classroonm.

Schools work best where teachers are provided clear goals,
quality resources — including equipment and materials — and the
freedom to work in ways that address the needs of individual
students. I'm sure that each of us could give an example of a
teacher who helped us get over a pons asinorum because he or she
was able to depart from the text and get us to look at a problem
in a new way. If we restructure our schools so that they focus
too much on test scores alone, we will miss opportunities to
teach knowledge and, as importantly, the many different ways of
gaining knowledge.

Some educational experts, particularly in response to a
proposal of the Carnegie Foundation, have proposed restructuring
the schools to provide a large share of autonomy to some teachers
and not to others. This would be a tremendous mistake. Teaching
is a creative profession, as creative as any of the fine arts.
And creativity is born out of freedom. The NEA is firmly
committed to setting high standards for both teachers and
scudents, but to equate standards with a prescription is to
equate healing with a medication.

School-Pamily Partnerships

Teachers welcome the involvement of parents and community
leaders in assisting with local school improvement efforts, and

teachers welcome, in particular, the involvement of parents 1in
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enhancing and supplementing the learning that jues on 1in school.
But it is important that these efforts be in established in
constructi.e waysg.

The best model for cooperative efforts among community leaders
and schools is for the teachers themselves to identify their
needs and seek the assistance of businesses and other
institutions in the community. Too often, individuals outside
the school — admittedly with the best of intentions — attempt to
dictate what the schools need and provide some resource to £ill
that need. In the same way, sometimes parents — with concerns
about the education of their own children — attempt to dictate
educational processes and ends for all students.

Teachers favor the involvement of parents in volunteer work,
supportive activities such as fundraising, and promotional
efforts, and schools should consult parents about such issues as
discipline pol{cies, extra-curricular activities, changes in
clags size, etc. But parental involvement should not extend to
placing parents in control of curriculum and material decisions
outside of existing systems, such as selecting and providing
input to school board members.

The most productive thing that parents can do t. help improve
education 1s to concentrate on supplementing and enhancing their
own children's education. According to a Metropolitan Life

Survey, The American Teacher 1987, 84 percent of America's

teachers want parents to spend much more time with their children

helping support the educational process. And both pare..ts and
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ceachers agree that many or most parents leave their children on
their own too much to the detriment of their education.

The Metropolitan Life Survey has a number of positive
recommendations for improving relationships between families and
schools, and it is impo:z*<nt to note — as we are talking about
incentives to improve education — that enhancing home-school
cooperation can help improve the morale of school employees and
the effectiveness of public school efforts.

Because education is not an exact science, some reform
proposals which brought about dramatic changes in classroom
practices have been based on consensus judgements of
practitioners. Others were merely fads. In its search for
genuine incentives to improve education, the federal government
must adopt a responsible, deliberate course of foscézing only
proven new methods which will guarantee the advancement of
education. Congress must avoid actions that will encou;age new,
ill-advised fads in education.

NEA is enthusiastic about the challenges that face education
in the future and the role this Committee will play in developing
incentives to meet those challenges. And NEA members take that

same enthusiasm with them to the classroom every day.
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The CHAIRMAN. Okay, thank you very much. Let me go to Dr.
Urbanski first. On this innovative program, what has been the re-
action of the teachers with regards to teachers’ seniority? You have
described to some extent the greater managerial role for the teach-
ers, greater kind of involvement of teachers in developing the cur-
riculum and dealing with some of the other kind of, “administra-
tive and education type experience.” Has there been a correspond-
ing increase in terms of allocations of resources, and what has been
the reaction of this issue of senicrity rights of the teachers?

Dr. UrBANSKI. Senator, the reaction of the teacher has been over-
whelmingly supportive. As a matter of fact, we have a standard
practice in Rochester that is that the union will not advance, will
not continue to advance any proposal that doesn’t achieve at least
a 9C percent consensus irom its members. We believe that these
changes, the on“s that you are referring to, are so difficult to ac-
complish even in an atmosphere of consensus, it would be an abso-
lute mess to ‘ry to do it when we are not sure we should be doing
it.

The reuson, I suspect, teachers are supporting it, Senator, is be-
cause general rules may be objective but not necessarily suitable.
That’s the best that we can hope for when we are locked out of the
decisions. And accountability, as we understand it, means taking
responsibility for the choices and decisions that we make.

If teachers don’t make any decisions or have any choices, they
should not and cannot be held accountable. If they do make choices
and decisions, then they will hold themselves accountable. They
have no trouble experimenting with seniority in order to improve
access, equity and excellence for their students.

The?CHAIRMAN. Will some teachers have more autonomy than
others?

Dr. UrBanskl. All teachers will have an equal level of autonomy,
but some teachers will have greater opportunity to provide leader-
ship because they will have greater experience and will agree to do
thf, tougher jobs, and they will actually compete for the leadership
roles.

The lead teachers—I will give you an analogy. They would be the
Clint Eastwoods of teaching. It is not fair to relegate the toughest
assignments to the youngest and most inexperienced teachers,
when they have enough to do to just learn the job. It is also not
fair to delegate the students who need good teaching the most to
the teachers who are least prepared for that, at this stage of their
development. The analogy would be, in medicine, the master sur-
geon doing skin abrasion when an intern is doing heart surgery.

And so some would have a greater leadership role, but all would
have control over their own environment so that the kinds of
things that were done for teachers, for example, decisions about
materials, decisions about curriculum, all these things would be
done by teachers and with teachers, not for them. The role of the
teachers would be changed from advisory to decision making.

The CHAIRMAN. But how would you respond to the concerns of
some, that the students come from a variety of different back-
grounds and experiences and, therefore, on the whole, the students’
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performances are not really reflective of what the teacher is doing
in terms of trying to impart an educational experience.

Dr. UrBans.<1. When we talk about accountability and measuring
accountability by student outcomes at Rochester, we do not imply
to mean a kind of myopic interpretation of that that is now—there
is an effort to impose in St. Louis, for example, where management
wants to hold a particular teacher accountable for the results of
that teacher’s students during the one year span. We do, as Mr.
Geiger mentioned, and I agree wholeheartedly, we do a lot more
than teach to the test, and I don’t believe the public wants us to
teach to the test. That would be a disaster.

We are after an accountability that is measured by aggregate
outcomes, that is, whether the test scores district-wide go up. Will
there be district -.ide drop in the number of students who fail, will
there be an increase in the number of students to attend elective
courses who remain in school, and so forth.

The CHairmaN. We are working on a proposal called the Fund
for Teaching and Schools that provides money for teaching and
other efforts to improve elementary and secondary schools. I don't
know if you are familiar with that program or not.

Mr. Geicer. Well, I think if we go back to the concept of 1979,
teacher concepts on decisions on what is being made in the build-
ing is made Ly consensus efforts by the teachers, the administra-
tors, the Parents in the community and so on. I think we can talk
about a concept that will work.

Adam is talking about what they have in Rochester. We have 30
learning projects around the United States right now where we
have moved the decision making to the building level with the
teachers and the administrators working in a co-operative level.

There isn't any question that if the funds are used in those areas
where the decisions are going to be moved to the building level,
those decisions that can be made, we are not interested in violating
a collective bargaining agreement, but there are a lot of decisions
that could be made at the building level that are being made else-
where, and the funds we'd like to use to promote those kind of ac-
tivities, we would be most supportive.

The CHAIRMAN. Perhaps you can elaborate a little bit about how
you see the role of local teachers in terms of this decision making
process.

Mr. GeiGer. Well, the kinds of decisions that are made as far as
the classroom materials, how we are going to divvy up the students
in the classes. It might be that the teachers in the building can
better decide how they would want to divide the students with the
teachers, and how they are going to decide what materials were
going to be used in the building and what they are going to divide.

I think if we can make those decisions at the building level, I
think they ought to be made that way, and we ought to be experi-
menting with that.

The CHAIRMAN. Anything else you want to comment on in terms
of minority students and teachers?

Mr. GeiGer. Yes, we do know from all the statistics that we have
seen over the last ten to fifteen years that about 15 years ago the
number of minority teachers in our classrooms in the United
States was about 12 percent, now it is about eight percent and it is
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moving down to five percent, and unless we do something dramat-
ic, probably will go to less than five percent.

That is a disaster not only to minority students in the United
States, but to majority students as well. We have to have incentive
programs, and I agree that those programs have to begin in the
middle schools with encouraging young people to go into teaching,
but we are going to have to do something for incentives, for teach-
ers or for minority students to go into teaching, and we have seen
in the district where the salaries are comparable to what people
can make in other professions, that minorities are going into teach-
ing. But it is not only encouraging them going ir‘J teaching, but to
put the salaries comparable to other professions.

Minorities and women have left the teaching profession over the
last ten years because the opportunities are greater in the other
professions to have better working conditions and better salaries.
I{lnless we do something about that, we aren’t going to attract
them.

Dr. UrBanski. Senator, I would agree with that. It’s not just to
attract minorities, it is to attract generally bright people into the
professior ‘¢ make it afferdable for them to go into it. Nobody yoes
into teaching to get very rich, but they shouldn’t have to moonlight
by going into teaching.

There shouldn't be a choice between dedication and compensa-

tion ar there isn't in other professions. Continuation, perhaps ex-
pansiorn. of the Talented Teacher Act, and I would also suggest very
strongly veinforcing your thinking by your question for a federal
fund for improving teaching and encouraging minorities and other
role models for teaching, but would also provide some seed money,
if nothing else, to encourage innovation and experimentation and
risk taking that would improve the climate so that we could then
with a clear conscience encourage minorities and others to go into
teaching.
The CualrMaN. That is very helpful. I want to thank the panel-
ists very much for their helpful comments. I'm grateful to all of
the witnesses this morning. We are going to leave the record open
for any additional statements or comments that the witnesses want
to submit, and we want to give assurances to the witnesses and
most importantly to the young people, that we are going to exam-
ine these recommendations in a very serious way.

We have tried to be innovative and creative in some of our other
areas of public policy, in education and training programs, welfare
dependency, literacy courses, and other types of programs. We have
tried to find paths which have been enriching in terms of education
and also in health.

On that note, we’ll adjourn. I'm very thankful to all of those
here at the high school for their hospitality and attention that they
have given to our meeting this morning. The Committee stands in
adjournment.

[Note.—In the interest of economy, two documents submitted to
the committee and prepared by the gpecial Commissions on “The
Conditions of Teaching” and “REACH and School Improvement
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Councils” (H. Docs. Nos. 6012 and 6013, respectively, of the Com-
monwe]alth of Massachusetts), were retained in the files of the com-
mittee.
[threupon, the Committee adjourned .ubject to the call of the
Chair.
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