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ABSTRACT 
This bibliography containing 713 citations focuses on 
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A short review of the impact of Alzheimer's and other mental diseases 
opens the document which is divided into four sections: reviews, 
general discussion of differential diagnosis, methods of diagnosis, 
and specific diseases. The methods of diagnosis section is divided 
into these subcategories: cerebral blood flow measures, dexamethasone 
suppression test, eletrophysiological indices, imaging techniques, 
language evaluation, neurological tests, neuropsychological tests, 
rating scales, and miscellaneous tests. The section on diseases 
involving dementia is divided into these subcategories: Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome, alcoholism, Alzheimer's disease, 
cerebropathies, cerebrovascular disorders, Down's Syndrome, 
Huntington's Disease, Jakob-Creutzfeldt Syndrome, neoplasia, 
Parkinson Disease, pseudodementia, and miscellaneous. Citations are 
primarily from the National Library of Medicine's MEDLINE database. 
The search strategy is included. (ABL) 
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Among the many disorders associated with old age, the most debilitating 
include those that lead to loss in mental function. Alzheimer's disease 
is certainly the most persistent and devastating of these disorders, 
leading to an annual bill of $40 billion for nursing home and other care. 
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cause dementia in an older individual; among others are virus and 
metabolic diseases, cancer, vascular diseases, Parkinson's disease, and 
substance abuse. Some of these disorders are as debilitating and 
life-threatening as Alzheimer's disease, while others can be easily 
treated and the dementia reversed. However, despite an increase in 
research on the causes and treatment of Alzheimer's and related diseases, 
there is no single medical test that physicians can call upon to diagnose 
Alzheimer's or differentiate it from other curable or incurable dementing 
disorders. 

This bibliography focuses on the differential diagnosis of diseases 
involving dementia. It has been divided into four sections: reviews, 
general discussions of differential diagnosis, methods of diagnosis, and 
specific diseases; some citations may appear in more than one category. 
Citations are primarily to NLM's MEDLINE database. 
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The formulation used in searching MEDLINE for this Literature Search is given 
below. Please note that search strategies for the Literature Searches differ 
from individual demand searches in that they are generally broadly formulated 
and irrelevant citations edited out prior to printing. 
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