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ABSTRACT

The Office of Research and Evaluation of the Austin
Independent School District (AISD) in Austin, Texas has reported
yearly high school dropout counts since the 1983-1984 school year.
“his report presents data from three cohorts of high schooi
students--those enrolled in 1983-1984, 1984-1985, and 1985-1986. The
method used to assign dropout status codes is explained and tables
and text are provided which compare annual dropout rates for ihe
three cohorts and which illustrate findings graphically. Dropouts are
classified by sex, ethnic group, .and grade level. In addition %o the
annual dropout rates, longitudinal dropout rates and junior high
school dropout rates are provided. Non-graduating seniors are
discussed as an extremely high-risk group. Major findings of the
research are listed: (1) the annual high school dropout rate for
1985-1986 was 10.7%, down 0.3 percentage points from the 1984-1985
rate; (2) the Black dropout rate was 9.8%, down from 10.6%, the
Hispanic dropout rate was 15.3%, down from 16%, and the Anglo/Other
dropout rate was 9.0%, down from 9.1%; (3) the annual dropout rate
declined at grades 1lu and 11, but increased at grades 9 and 12; (4)
of 1983-1984 ninth graders, 27.4% had dropped out of school by July,
1986; (5) although the grade 12 dropout rate was the lowest of any
grade, the dropout rate among seniors who did not graduate in
1984-1985 was 73.7%; and (6) the annual 1985-1986 junior high school
dropout rate was 5.1%, an increase of 1.3 percentage points from the
1984-1985 rate. (NB)
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ATSD'S MISSING STUDENTS: 1985-86 DROPOUT REPORT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Perry Sailor

The Office of Research and Evaluation annually summarizes AISD's dropout
situation a* the high school and junior high school levels. In addition to
counts for the 1985-86 high school a7.d junior high populaticnc, the current
status of the high school populations of 1983-84 and 1984-85 are also reported.

MAJOR FINDINGS:

The annual high school dropett vate for 1985-86 is 10.7%. This i< 0.3
percentage points lower tha the annual rate for 1984-85.

The reduction was mostly among minorities. The Black dropout rate was
9.8% (down from 10.6%), and the Hispanic rate was 15.3% (down from
16.0%). The Anglo/Other dropout rate was 9.0% (down from 9.1%).

The annual dropout rate declined at 10th and 11th grades, but
increased at 9th and 12th grades.

We are continuing tc monitor the dropout status of the students

enrolled in high school in 1983-84 and 1984-85. The dropout rate for
any group of students will tend to rise with each passing year. Of
the 1983-84 ninth graders, 27.4% nad dropped out of school by July,

1986.

Although the 12th grade dropout rate is the lowest of any grade, the
dropout rate among 12th graderc who did not graduate in 1984-85 is
73.7%. Nearly half of the 1984-85 12th graders who dropped out did so
during the summer after 12th grade. Corresponding rates among 1983-84
12th graders are very similar.

The annual 1985-86 junior high school dropout rate is 5.1%, an
increase of 1.3 percentage points from 1984-85.
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FINAL REPORT

The Office of Research and Evaluation (ORE) has reported yearly high school
dropout counts since 1983-84. In July, 1986, a longitudinal computerized data
base (the Secondary Student Longitudinal File, or SSLF) was constructed that
enables us to answer questions about the enrollment status of any group of
high school stuaents at any point in time, beginning with students enrolled
during the 1983-84 scnool year. This report will present gata from three
coharts of high school st._.ents--those enrolled in 1983-84, 1984-85, and
1985-86. (Of course these are not independent. Many students appear in two
or more cohorts.)

Assigning Dropout Statius Codes on the SSLF

Our method foir assigning dropout status codes on the SSLF is as follows:

e Each year's cohort includes all students enrolled in an AISD high
school at any time during the school year.

® Any student who withdraws from AISD is first considered a dropout.

e If the student's transcript is requested by a district, school, or
other institution offering a high scnuol diploma, the student is
Judged to be pursuing an education and his/her classification is
changed from "dropout" to "transfer."

e In July following each school year, dropout status codes are assigned
to each student in that year's population. Possible statuses are:

--still enrolled

--school-year drop~ut (withdrew, no transcript request)
--school-year tran: fer (withdrew, transcript request)
~--graduate

--died.

@ The annual dropout rate is calculated by dividing the number of
schcol-year dropouts by the tota! enrollment.

e Also in July, dropout codes assigned in years before the school year
just compl - ted are updated to reflect changes Tn status or information
not available the previous July. Besides changes, two additional
statuses became possible at this updating.

--summer dropout (completed ore school year, but did not show
up the following school year, and no transcript request).
--summer transfer (same as above but with transcripc¢ request).

e Longitudinal dropout :ates are calculated from the updated numbers.
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Comparisons of Annual Dropout Rates for the Last Three jears

Because of the nature of our monitoring and reporting system, whick can be
Tikened to taking "snapshots" of differeni cohorts at different lengths of time
since th2ir base years, the most meaningful comparisons are of each cohort's
annual rate, each cohort's one-year longitudinal update, ard sc on. Figure 1
compares annual rates for the cohorts of 1983-84, 1984-85, and 1985-86;

Figures 2-4 illustrate these graphically.

Besides the overall decrease in the 4iropout rate from 1984-85, note also that
the decrease was greater among Blacks and Hispanics than among Anglc/Others,
greater among males than females, and that the dropout rate increased slightly
at graace 12 and substantially at grade 9, while decreasing at grades 10 and 11.

Annual Kate, Annual Rate, Annual Rate,
1983-34 1984-85 1985-86

Group Number % Rumber % Number — %
Black 286 9.7 322 10.6 314 9.8
Hispanic 554 13.8 663 16.0 661 15.3
Anglo/Other 754 7.5 963 9.1 936 9.0
Female 701 8.5 880 10.1 883 10.0
I Male 893 10.3 1,068 11.8 1,028 11.3
Grade 9 661 11.4 825 13.0 911 14.2
arade 10 419 10.0 497 11.2 456 10.1
Grade 11 349 9.7 432 12.1 354 9.5
Grade 12 165 4.9 194 5.7 190 5.8
Total 1,594 9.4 1,948 11.0 1,911 10.7

Figure 1. ANNUAL 1982-84, 1984-85, AND 1985-86 HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT
RATES, BY ETHNICITY, SEX, AND GRADE.
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Figure 22 ANN. DROPOUT RATE FOR 1983-84,
1984-85, ..ND 1385-86, BY SEX
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Figure 3: ANNUAL DFROPOUT RATE FOR 1983-84,
1984-85, AND 1985-86, BY ETHNICITY
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Figure 4. ANNUAL DROPOUT RATE FOR 1983-84,
1984-85, AND 1985-86, BY GRADE
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Longitudinal Dropout Rates

The annual dropout rates reported in the preceding section are one-year

rates. As students are followed for additional years, tne dropout rate
increases as more students leave schoci. Figure 5 preserts the longitudinal
rates as of July, 1986 for stidents in grades 9-12 in their respective base
years. For example, the dropo. . rate for students who were ninth graders in
1983-84 has risen from 11.4% that year to 27.4% as of July, 1986. As students
in a group reach maximum school age, an ultimate dropout rate will be reached.
While it is conceivable that some of the 1983-84 ninth graders will return to
school, it should be noted that after three years their dropout rate already
exceeds the 24% rate reported in our longitudinal study of tourteen-year-olds
followed over four-and-a-half years. Figure 6 provides the 1983-84 annual

rate and the July, 1986 longitudinal rate for these students broken down by
ethnicity and sex.
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Percentage of Students Wno
Have Dropped Qut as of July 1....

Cohort 1984 ___ 1985 1986
1983-84
Grade 9 11.4 20.2 27.¢
trade 10 10.0 18.4 24.1
Grade 11 9.7 1£.8 19.5
Grade 12 4.9 9.0 9.0
1984-85
Grade 9 13.0 21.8
Grade 10 11.¢ 18.3
Grade 11 12.1 18.9
Grade 12 5.7 10.0
1985-36
Grade 9 14.2
Grade 10 10.1
Grade 11 9.5
Grade 12 5.8

Figure 5. LONGITUDINAL DROPOUT RATES AS OF JULY,
1986, BY CCHORT AND GRADE.

Annual Rate Longitudinal Rate
Ethnicity 1983-84 July, 1986
Black 12.3% 28.2%
Hispanic 17.1% 10.3%
Anglo/Other 8.2% 20.6%
Male 12.5% 28.1%
Female 10.2% 26.5%
Total 11.4% 27.4%

Figure 6. ANNUAL DROPOUT RATE FOR 1983-84 AND JULY,
1986, LONGITUDINAL DROPOUT RATE FOR NINTH
GRADERS IN 1983-84.
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An Extremely High-Risk Group: Seniors Who Don't Graduate

In each of the cohorts, we looked at students who were in grade 12 during the
base year but did not graduate that year (about 157 >f 12 graders in each N
year). As Figure 7 shows, these students drop out in huge percentages, even
though they lack only a few credits to graduate. The data also appear to
indicate an increase in the dropout rate for these students.

School Year Summer Total
Cohort " Dropouff Dropouts Dropouts
1983-84 434 163 37.6 142 32.7 305 70.3
1984-85 457 191 41.8 146 31.9 337 73.7
1985-86 425 190 44.7 ~% -* 190 44.7

* Not yet known.

Figure 7. DROPOUT RATES FOR NON-GRADUATING 12TH GRADERS,
THREE COHORTS.
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Junior High Dropout Rates

These should be interpreted very cautiously. It may be that our criterion
(i.e., a transcript request) for classifying a withdrawn student as a transfer
rather than a dropout is not as appropriate at junior high; school personnel
have said that many junior highs do not request new students’ transcripts.
Because of our concern about the validity of the junior high ,ates, we plan to
conduct an indepth examination of the dropout status of a sample of 1985-86
withdrawals,

Annual, 1983-85 Annual, T985-86
Group Number S Number ES
Black 48 2.5 50 2.6
Hispanic 162 5.8 199 7.2
Anglo/Other 177 3.3 232 5.0
Female 191 3.9 196 4.2
Male 196 3.9 285 6.1
Grade 7 189 3.8 224 4.8
Grade 8 198 3.9 257 5.5
Total 387 3.9 481 5.1

Figure 8. ANNUAL 1984-85 AND ANNUAL 1985-86 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
DROPOUT RATES, BY ETHNICITY, SEX, AND GRADE.

An oversight in data collection prevented us from figuring longitudinal rates
for the 1984-85 cohort; this cohort is on the SSLF and the needed data will be
collectrd in the fall of 1986.
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