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BACHEIOR’S AND HIGHER DEGREES CONFERRZD IN 1985-86

In 1985-86, for the first time in 15 years!, the total mumber of
first-professional degrees decreased. At the same time, the number of
degrees awarded at all other levels--bachelor’s, master’s, and
doctor’s--remained fairly stable over the previous year.

According to data gathered by the Center for Education Statéstics, the
number of first-professional degrees dropped from about 75,100 < in
1984-85 to just over 73,900 in 1985-86. The decrease appears to be due
primarily to a substantial drop in the largest field, law, as well as in
two of the smaller health fields, dentistry and optametry. While degrees
in the largest health field, medicine, were virtually level, those in
chiropractic medicine showed a 27.6 percent increase over the previous
year.

These are same of the significant findings fram the survey of Degrees
and Other Formal Awards Conferred Between July 1, 1985 and June 30, 1986.
This survey is part of the Higher Education General Information Survey
(HEGIS XXI), which has been conducted annually for the past 21 years by
the Center for Education Statistics. Using this survey,the Center
requests data fram institutions of hicher education on tiie number of
earned degrees and othe formal awards conferred, by level of awaxd,
program area or field of study, and sex and race/ethnicity of degree
recipients. Race data are requested piennially. The survey methodology at
the end of this bulletin gives further detuils.

o)

A lror trends in the number of first-professional degrees conferred

Q between 1969-70 and 19€1- 35, see the Digest of Education Statistics, 1987 .
edition, page 172. Data for 1985-86 are from the Higher Fducation
General Information Survey (HEGIS XXI). (First-professicmal includes

— degrees that require at lmast 6 years of ccllege work for campletion, in

N additicn to at least 2 years of college work pricr to eatrance .nto 10

Q recognized professional programs of study.)

2Numbers in the text are rounded to the nearest hundved., Percents
are based on actval numoer- shown in the detailed tables at the end
‘e of the bulletin.
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Degrees by level ard by Sex

The total number of degrees grew only 0.7 percent fram 1,373,700 in
1984~85 to 1,384,000 in 1985-86 (table A); and the numbers cf bachelor’s,
master’s; and doctor’s degrees were up only slightly from the previous
year. Degrees awarded at the bachelor’s and master’s levels increased C.9
percent and 0.8 percent, respectively, frem 1984-85 to 1985-86. Doctor’s
degre% which have fluctuated over t ? years, experienced the
increase (2.2 pe.ment) of all degree _=vels in 1985-86. This followed a
0.8 percent decrease in doctoral awards fram 1983-84 to 1984-85. Only the
number of first-professional degrees decreased between 1984-85 and
1985-36. This fall of 1.5 pe—cent followed a 0.9 percent increase in
1984-85 (table 1).

Table A.--Percent changes in bachelor’s and higher degrees,
by level: 1984-85 and 1985-86

Degree level 1984-85 1985-86  Percent change*
Total 1,373,700 1,384,000 0.7
Bachelor’s 979,500 987,800 .9
Men 482,500 485,900 .7
Wemen 496,900 501,900 1.0
Master’s 286,300 288,600 .8
Men’ 143,400 143,500 .1
Wamen 142,900 145,100 1.5
Doctor’s 32,900 33,700 2.2
Men 21,700 21,800 .5
Wamen 11,200 11,800 5.3
First-professional 75,100 73,900 -1.5
Men 50,500 49,300 -2.4
Women 24,600 24,600 .2

* Percents are based on actual numbexrs shown in the detailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

Note.--Numbers may 1ot add to totals because of rounding.




The changes in the number of degrees awarded varied by sex of
recipients (table 1). The total mumber of degrees awarded to men in
1985-86 was up 0.3 percent after a 0.2 percent decline in 1984-85. At all
award levels except first-professional, the decline between 1983-84 and
1984-85 in number of degrees to men was reversed. While in 1984-85 men
earned 482,500 bachelor’s degrees, in 1985-86 they earned 485,900, a
sligh® increase of 0.7 percent. Master’'s degwees awarded to men increased
less than 0.1 percent, fram 143,400 in 1984-85 to 143,500 in 1985-86.
Doctor’s degrees to men were also up, by about 0.5 percent, while their
first-professional degrees declined by 2.4 percent (table A).

The number of degrees granted to wamen continued to grow between
1983-84 and 1985-86. The total increased 1.2 percent from 1984-85 to
1985-86 which was about the same increase as that from 1983-84 to
1984-85. The number of bacheior’s degrees to wamen rose 1 percent in both
1984-85 and 1985-86, while master’s degrees to them increased also, 1.6
and 1.5 percent, respectively. For the first time in 3 y~ars, wamen
veceived more than one-half of the total master’s degrees awarded in
1985-86. Wamen made the greatest gain at the doctoral level--5.3
percent. The increase for the prior year was only 0.9 percent (table A).
Although the number of degrees to wamen has accelerated over the last
decade at the first-professional level, the number of degrees awacded
increased only 0.2 percent in 1985-86, ccmpaged to an average annual
increase of 3 percent between 1975 and 1985.° In 1385-86, only 41 more
degrees were awarded to wamen than in the previous year (table 1). Women
continved to account for only about one-thind of both doctor’s anc
first-professional degrees (figure).

Figure--Percent distribution of bachelor’s and higher degrees,

Level of sward by sex and by level: 1985-86

“ “ s0.6 !mn
Bachelor's m\\\\\\\\\\\ ::.
First-professionat k\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ o ' N 66 .6

Percent
SOURCE: HEGIS *Degrees and Other Formal Awsrds Conferred® survey 1985-36.

3U .S. Department of “ducation, Center for BEducation Statistics, Trends
in Bachelor’s and Higher Deqrees, 1975-1985, Washington, D.C., U.S.
Government Printing Office, August 1987, page 7.
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Degrees by level and by Field or Study

] Education, engireering, and social sciences continued to rank
among the six most popular fields of study at the bachelor’s,
master’s, aid doctor’s levels in 1985-86 (tables 2, 3, ard 4).

e 23 ancther indication of their popularity, recent declines in the
mmberofedn&atimamlsocialscimdegreesappeartobe
leveling off.* Social sciences dégrees increased at all award
levels, while the total mumber of education degrees awarded
across levels decreased by only 0.4 percent between 1984-85 and
1985-86.

° Computer and information sciences and mathematics continued to be
the most rapidly growing fields at the bachealor’s and master’s
levels (tables 2 and 3).

s Amwng the larger fields of study, agriculture was the only one to
have significant declines at all three degree levels (tables 2,
3, ard 4).

4.s. Department of Education, Center for Bducation Statistics, Trends
in Bachelor’s and Higher Deqrees, 1974-1985, Washington, D.C., U.S.
Government Printing Office, August 1987, page 9.
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Bachelor’s Degrees

The largest number of bachelor’s degrees in 1985-86 were conferred in
business and management, social sciences, education, engineering, and
health sciences (table B).

Table B.--Five largest fields of study as a percent of
total bachelor’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of study Number Percent*
Total 987,800 100.0
Business and managemert 238,200 24.1
Social sciences 93,700 9.5
Education 87,200 8.8
Engineering 76,300 7.7
Health sciences 64,500 6.5
All others 427,900 43.3

* Parcents are based on actual numbers shown in the detailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

Note.--Nunbers and percents may not add to the totals
because of rounding

° Business and management degrees rose 2.1 percent from the
previous year (table 2). Degrees in this field were about
cne-fourth of all bachelor’s degrees awarded in 1985-86.

° Social sciences degrees weie up 2.5 pgrcent (table 2), the first
increase since their peak in 1971-72.

° Education and engineering degrees were both down 1.1 percent
(table 2). This was the first decrease in 10 years for
engineering degrees and the smallest gecrease for education
degrees since they peaked in 1972-73.

e Camputer and information sciences and mathematics shared the
spotlight with the largest increase in degrees at the bhachelor’s
level. They both increased 7.7 percent from 1984-85 to 1985-86
(table 2).

3.8, Department of Bducation, Center for Education Statistics, Digest
of Education Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1987, page 150.
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Master’s Degrees

Bducation, business and nanaganait, engineering, health sciences,
public affairs, and social sciences continued to dominate the degrees at
the master’s level in 1985-86 (table C).

Table C.——Six largest fields of study as a percent of total
master’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of study Number Percent*
Total 288,600 100.0
Bducation 76,400 26.5
Business and management 67,100 23.3
Engineering 21,100 7.3
Health sciences 18,600 6.5
Public affairs 16,300 5.6
Social sciences 10,400 3.6
All others 78,700 27.3

* Percents are based on actual numbers shown in the detailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

Note.--Numbers and percents may not add to the totals because
of rounding.

Fducation degrees, which have been declining in number at all
award levels over the past decade, increased s;}ightly at the
master’s level for the first time in 10 years.

the mmber of business and management degrees awarded was down
slight%y by 0.6 percent, marking the first decrease in 30
years.

Health sciences degrees were up by 7.1 percent, after a small
decrease the previous year (table 3).

in public affairs were up 1.6 percent in 1985-86,
the second straight year of increases (table 3).

The slight increase, 0.5 pergent, in social sciences degrees was
the first one since 1981-82.

Tu.s. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, Digest
of Bducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing

Office, 1987, page 204.

81bid., page 202.

9U.S_. Department of Bducation, Center for Education Statistics, Digest
of Bducation Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1987, page 210.
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Dector’s Deqgrees

Bducation remained the daminant degree field at the doctoral level
in 1985-86, followed by physical sciences, engineering, life sciences,
psychology, and social sciences (table D).

'"able D.—Six largest fields of study as a percent of
total doctor’s degrees: 1985-86

Field of study Numbexr Percent*

Total 33,700 100.0
Biucation 7,100 21.1
Paysical sciences 3,600 10.6
Engineering 3,400 10.1
Life sciences 3,400 10.0
Psychology 3,100 9.2
Social sciences 3,000 8.8
All others 10,200 30.3

* Percents are based on actual numbers shown in +he detailed
tables at the end of the bulletin.

Note.-Numbers and percents may not add to the totals because
of rounding.

e Physical sciences degrees increased 4.3 percent (table 4) and
replaced life sciences as the second largest field in 1385-8e.
Life sciences dropped to fourth behind engineering (table D).

e Degrees in engineering, physical sciences, and life sciences,
each accounted for about 10 perce - of all doctor’s degrees
awarded in 1985-86 (table D). While the number of life sciences
degrees declined, engineering and physical sciences degrees
showed steady gqrowth.

e About 6 percent more doctorates in psychology were awarded in
1985-86 than in the previous year. This was the largest increase
among the six most popular fields (table 4).

e After declining for 10 years, rates in social sciences
increased 3.6 percent in 1985-86.

mU.S. Department of Education, Center for Bducation Statistics, Digest
of Education Statistics 1987, Washington, D.C., U.S. Govermment Printing
Office, 1987, page 210.




First-professional dearees

accounted for almost one-half of all first-professional

degmsin1985-86 (table E), but the mmber decreased 4.4 percent after

for 3 consgecutive years. Both men and wamen received fewer law

ing
degrees in 1985-86 than in 1984-85 (table 5).

Table E.--Percent distribution of first-professional degrees,
by field of study: 1985-86

Field of study Number Percent*

Total 73,900 100.0
Law 35,800 48.5
Medicine 15,900 21.6
Theological professions 7,300 9.9
Dentistry 5,000 6.8
Chiropractic medicine 3,400 4.6
Veterinary medicine 2,300 3.1
Osteopathic medicire 1,500 2.1
Optametry 1,000 1.4
Pharmacy 900 1.2
Podiatry 600 .8
Other — .1

— Less than 50.
* Percents are based an actual mmbers shown in the detailed
taoles at tle end of the bulletin.

Note.—Numbers and percents may not add to the totals because
of rounding.

in medicine, the second largest field, were down also, by
0.6 percent (table 5).

The largest percent decrease at the first-professional level was
in optametry degrees, which declined 7.7 percent. Degrees in
dentistry followed with a 5.5 percent decrease (tablz 5).

Chiropractic degrees showed the largest increase. About 700 more
degrees were awarded in 1985-86, a 27.6 percent increase over the

previous year (table 5).




2dditicnal Infornation

The data tape cn Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred, 1985-86,
is available and may be purchased. Requests should be made to:

Office of Educational Research and Improvement
Information Systems and Media Services

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW.

Washingtua, DC 20208

Telephone 1-800-424-1616 or (202) 357-6522

The Center for Education Statistics also plans to release E.D. TABS,
tables that will show degrees by State, institution, ard specific program
(E-digit level of specificity) by sex for each award level. A separate
bulletin on associate degrees and other formal awards below the
baccalaureate is being prepared by the Center for Education Statistics.
For informaticn about this bulletin and the survey, contact Judi
Carpenter, Center for Bducaticn Statistics, 555 New Jersey Avemue, NW.,
Washington, DC, 20208-1404, telephone (202) 357-6362.

Survey Methodology

Statistics for this bulletin are based an reports of institutions
ing to the survey "Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred" for
the year July 1 1985 to June 30, 1986. This survey requests data on the
number of postsecondary certificates for less than 1 year, postsecondary
certificates for 1 but less than 4 years, associate degrees, bachelor’s
degrees, master’s degrees, doctor’s degrees, and first-professional
degrees conferred by institutions of higher education.

Survey foums were sent to the vniverse of 3,388 colleges and
universities and their branches in the United States and outlying
territories. (Only data for the 50 States and DC, including the U.S.
service schools, are discussed in this bulletin.) The universe includes
3,355 degree granting institutions and 33 rabbinical schools that do not
confer formal awards. The response rate of 92.6 percent was based on the
3,355 institutions that are degree granting. Reports were received fram
3,108 institutions, and 247 did not respond. Data were imputed for 205
nonrespondent institutions, based on their previous responses. Data were
not imputed for the remaining 42 nonrespondent institutions. Their
records were zero-filled because the institutions were new to the HEGIS
universe and no previous data were available. These institutions are
small, and thus the total number of degrees conferred by the institutions
would not have significantly changed the overall findings fram the survey.

The data for this bulletin are based on information fram 1,969
institutions. Those institutions that award degrees below the kachelor’s
level were excluded.

This kulletin was reviewed by Debra Carter, American Council on
Bducation; Richard Cock, Center for Education Statistics; Mary Golladay,
National Scienc2 Foundation; and Gayle Rogers, Center for Bducation
Statistics. Theixr comments are gratefully acknowledged.
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Table 1.--Bachelor‘s and higher degrues conferred in institutions of higher education,
by level of degree, and sex of recipient: 1983-84 to 1985-8u

Number Percent change
Level of degree
and sex of recipient 1983-84 1984-85
1963- 84 1984-85 1985-86 to to

1984-85 1985-86

Total degrees....ccecees... 1,366,188 1,373,734 1,383,953 0.6 0.7
MeNeceoceosasasacncaes 699,312 698,073 700,511 -0.2 0.3
WOMeN.eeesssossssscess 066,876 675,661 683,442 1.3 1.2

Bachelor's degrees requiring

4-5 YeBrSeeeeesoscaensseece 974,309 979,477 987,823 0.5 0.9
MeNeetoaceesscaccnceass 482,319 82,528 485,923 * 0.7
WOMEN.ecassssossssseeee 491,990 496,949 501,900 1.0 1.0

Firsteprofessional degrees

requiring at least 6 years.. 74,407 75,063 73,910 0.9 -1.5
MeNieeeoroaascasnssnne 51,334 50,455 49,261 -1.7 -2.4

HOMBN. e caseasssessnses 3,073 24,608 24,649 6.7 0.2
Master’s degrees.........c..... 284,263 286,251 288,567 0.7 0.8
MeN.cessesooscsesccess 143,595 143,390 143,508 -0.1 0.1
WOMeN. s asessnsessssses 140,668 142,861 145,059 1.6 1.5

Doctor's degrees

(Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.)eceee.e. 33,209 32,943 33,653 -0.8 2.2
MeN.cocerercorcaconances 22,064 21,700 21,819 +1.6 0.5
NOMeNeeeececescenerannes 11,145 11,243 11,834 0.9 5.3

* Less than 0.05 percent.

Note.--Data for the three survey years are based on the following numbers of institutions:
1983-84, 1,949; 1984-85, 1,955; and 1985-86, 1,969.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Educatfon Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statisti.s, surveys of
Q Degrees andd Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 2.--Bachelor's degrees conferred by institutions of higher education,by sex of recipient and program area:
1984-85 and 1985-86
1984-85 1985-86 Percent
change
Program area in
Total Men Women Total Men Women total
Total 979,477 482,528 496,949 987,823 485,923 501,9J0 0.9
Agriculture and natural resources..... 18,107 12,677 5,630 16,823 11,544 5,279 -7.1
Architecture and environmental design. 9,325 6,019 3,306 9,119 5,824 3,295 -2.2
Area and ethnic studies...cccesecccace 2,867 1,099 1,768 3,060 1,260 1,800 6.7
Business and menagement......cc0ce00000 233,351 128,032 108,319 238,160 129,271 108,889 2.1
CommuNiCatioNS.cccececcssssecsessssces 4n, 358 16,318 24,040 41,666 16,887 24,779 3.2
Communications technolegies..ceevssa.. 1,725 920 805 1,425 760 665 -17.4
Computer and informetion sciences..... 38,873 24,579 164,299 41,889 26,923 14,966 7.7
EdUCAtiONeceessssssacssccccccccccccnne 88,161 21,264 66,897 87,221 20,986 66,235 -141
Engineeringeceecee cecececcssscccccses 77,154 65,959 11,195 76,533 65,284 11,049 -1.1
Engineeri.g technologies...ceeeeeeccss 18,951 17,494 1,457 19,620 18,088 1,532 3.5
Foreign (a. Meeeeorsssssssssssccee 9,954 2,650 7,304 10,102 2,784 7,318 1.5
Health Scit K@Sieeceeceeaccarcrnncnsas 64,513 9,786 54,727 64,535 9,683 54,852 *
Home economic8.cecscecccscesccsccsncaes 15,555 1,016 14,539 15,288 1,057 14,231 -1.7
LBWeeeooooaasssssnecccsssshossoosssnne 1,157 449 708 1,197 419 778 35
LetterS.cccccccrrrccssssssssssssssssce 34,091 11,663 22,428 35,434 12,165 23,269 3.9
Liberat7general studi®es...ccceeeeeees. 19, 7N 8,571 10,620 19,248 8,644 10,504 0.3
Library and archival sciences......... 202 26 176 157 17 140 -22.3
Life sciences...ccececersccccccncccnes 38,445 20,064 18,381 38,526 19,573 18,531 0.2
Mathematics.ceee, ceceenccccccsnssccnns 15,14 8,164 6,982 16,306 8,725 7,581 7.7
Military sciences...ccceeeececcccacens 299 273 26 256 235 21 ~14.4
Multi/interdisciplinary studies..cce.. 15,727 7,523 8,204 15,700 7,505 8,195 -0.2
Parks and recreation.cccece. cececcess 4,593 1,739 2,634 4,633 1,663 2,770 -3.5
Philosophy and religion.cessceccccsces 6,409 4,244 2,156 6,239 $,161 2,078 -2.5
Theologyeeessssoeocccccssssossossssces 6,039 4,403 1,636 5,602 4,127 1,475 -7.2
Physical sciences......ceceeeccenacces 23,732 17,095 6,637 21,731 15,769 5,962 -8.4
PSYChOlOgYeseeeeeracessccesscsscconcas 39,811 12,694 27,117 40, 1 12,578 27,943 1.8
Protective services...cecceeeccecccees 12,510 7,694 4,816 12,704 7,963 4,741 1.6
Public affairS.ccissccccessscceccnaces 13,838 4,635 9,203 13,873 4,670 9,208 0.3
Social sciences..cceeveeerveveccenncas 91, %61 51,172 40,289 93,703 52,654 41,049 2.5
Visual and performing arts......cccee0. 37,936 14,506 23,430 36,949 14,284 22,665 -2.6
‘* Less than 0.05 percent.
Note.:-,ae 30 program aress above have been grouped from the 50 fields of study collected
on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.




Table 3.--Master's degrees conferred by institutions o”  “gher education'by sex of recipient and program area:
1984-85 and 1985-86
1984-85 195>-86 Percent
change
Program area in
Total Men Women Total Men Women total
Total 286,251 143,390 142,861 288,567 143,508 145,059 0.8
Agriculture and natural resources..... 3,928 2,846 1,082 3,801 2,701 1,100 -3.2
Architectur: and environmental design. 3,275 2,148 1,127 3,260 2,129 1,131 -0.5
Area and ethnic studies....cceeeceness 879 464 415 927 489 438 5.5
Business and management....eccccsccces 67,527 46,624 20,903 67,137 46,288 20,849 -0.6
ComunicationS..ceesessssssssscccssnce 3,460 1,447 2,013 3,500 1,405 2,095 1.2
Comunications technologies....c.cceess 209 129 80 323 205 118 54.5
Computer and information sciences..... 7,101 5,064 2,037 8,070 5,658 2,612 13.6
EQUCAtiONeeasssa-cssee: sosssarssscssas 76,137 20,945 55,192 76,353 20,719 55,634 0.3
Engineeringeccscececssssssssccccccccas 20,926 18,684 2,242 21,059 18,663 2,396 0.6
Engineering technologies..cceccccecaasns 631 565 66 602 505 97 4.6
Foreign languages....cccececscssccscse 1,724 559 1,165 1,721 509 1,212 -0.2
Health scienceS..cccecceccccccccssscas 17,383 4,135 13,248 18,624 4,450 14,164 7.1
HOM® @CONOMICSeccscesssasssccsccsssans 2,383 27 2,104 2,298 281 2,017 -3.6
C LBWeeeeetataatatcccacacassaresseareans 1,796 1,377 419 i,924 1,441 483 7.1
Letters. . coceccccccccascccscccccccsans 5,934 2,064 3,870 6,2NM 2,169 4,122 6.0
Liberal/general studies...c.ccceceanaes 1,180 449 1 1,154 448 706 -2.2
Library and archival sciences..cceee.. 3,893 758 3,135 3,626 721 2,905 -6.9
Life SCienceS.ccieeecsssscscccrcascnas 5,059 2,647 2,412 5,013 2,616 2,397 0.9
MathematicSeee. eeecesssessccascaccccns 2,882 1,874 1,008 3,159 2,067 1,112 9.6
Military scienceS..cccescccscccccccces 119 118 1 83 81 2 -30.3
Multi/interdisciplinary studies....... 3,184 1,845 1,33 3,104 1,79% 1,310 -2.5
Parks and recreatioN.cccsssscssscecess 544 241 303 495 234 261 9.0
Philosophy and religion.cssceeccecesss i, ° 701 466 1,163 3 450 -0.3
Theologyeeseeeosseossssaccacccccccsane 4,352 2,846 1,446 4,467 - 2,869 1,598 2.6
Physical Sciences....ceeeseccescceccss 5,796 4,452 1,344 5,902 4,470 1,632 1.8
PSYChOlOgYeseesscsssasssssssesssssscas 8,408 3,044 5,364 8,293 2,923 5,370 1.4
Protective services...ccceececcccccces 1,235 850 385 1,074 748 326 *13.0
Public affairs.ccccceescseccceccennces 16,045 5,938 10,107 16,300 6,108 10,192 1.6
Social ScienceSeeeenccccsssscasscansss 10,380 6,400 3,980 10,428 6,339 4,089 0.5
Visual and performing artS....cceeeess 8,714 3,897 4,817 8,416 3,715 4,641 3.4
Note.--The 30 program areas above have been nrouped from the 50 fields of study <ol lected
on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 4.--Doctor's degrees conferred by institutions of higher education,by sex of recipient and program area:
1984-85 and 1985-86

198485 1985-86 Percent
change

Program area in
Total Men Women Total Men Women total
Total 32,943 21,700 11,243 33,653 21,819 11,83 2.2
Agriculture and ns.ural resources..... 1,213 1,036 177 1,158 966 192 4.5
Architecture and environmental design. 89 66 3 3 56 17 -18.0
Ares and ethnic studies....cccceeeeeee 137 86 51 157 89 68 14.6
Business and menagement.....ccccecccee 866 718 148 969 759 210 11.9
CommunicationB.escsscecessccssssssnces 228 138 90 212 M 101 -7.0
Communications technologies......eess. 6 s T " 5 6 8.3
Computer and information sciences..... 248 223 25 344 299 45 38.7
EQUCAtiONeeeeecessccsccescsscscscancas 7,151 3,419 3,732 7,110 3,315 3,795 -0.6
Engineering.cccceccccceccecasasaceccas 3,221 3,014 207 3,400 3,172 228 5.6
Engineering technologies..coeeeccances 9 8 1 10 9 1 11.1
Foreign languages.....cceoeeccecescass &37 184 253 448 185 263 2.5
Health Sciences.cccceecesssscssssanacs 1,199 565 634 1,261 604 637 3.5
Home eCONOMICS.cecccccesssssccccccncss 276 78 198 m 78 233 12.7
LOMeeaeesaceesscceacccceascaccnncannn. 105 88 17 54 48 6  -48.6
Letters. ccceccccscccccasssscccccsnnnas 1,239 572 667 1,2% 543 672 -1.9
Liberal/general studies...cccceecences 53 28 25 38 26 12 -28.3
Library and archival sciences......... 87 39 48 62 27 35 -28.7
Life scienceS.ccccceceeccccccccccenass 3,432 2,307 1,125 3,358 2,229 1,129 +2.2
Mathematics..coeeccsascccccnnsnsscaaee 699 590 109 742 618 124 6.2
Military sciences....cccecenncnccccece .0 0 0 .0 0 0 0.0
Multi/interdisciplinary studies....... 285 177 108 319 198 121 11.9
Parks and recreation..cccececcecccccss 36 23 13 39 26 13 8.3
Philosophy and religion.ceccccececccee 468 7 N 477 373 104 1.9
TheologYeeeseoassseassssscssssccccscas * 1,140 1,026 104 * 1,183 1,066 117 3.8
Physical sciences.....cceevecescccaccae 3,403 2,851 552 3,551 2,963 588 4.3
PSYChOlogY.ueceaaerecceassscccacconcas 2,908 1,492 1,416 3,088 1,497 1,591 6.2
Protective gervices...cceeeccccccencss 33 27 6 21 17 4 +36.4
Public affairs.ccccccecccsscccccenncss 431 213 218 385 174 21 -10.7
Social sciences...cccceecveccccccencss 2,851 1,933 918 2,955 1,970 985 3.6
Visual and performing arts......ceee0 693 407 286 722 396 326 4.2

Note.--The 30 program areas above have been grouped from the 50 fields of study collected
on the survey form. For a crosswalk of these groupings, please contact the author.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Center for Education Statistics, surveys of
Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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Table 5.--First-professional cegrees conferred by institutions of higher educatlion, by sex of reciplent and field of study:

1984-85 and 1985-86

Total Men Women
Fleld of study
1984-85 1985-86 1984-85 1985-86 1984-85 1985-86

Total degrees.........ccovveevnecrsccarssscesccccss 15,063 73,910 -1.5 50,455 49,261 ~2.4 24,608 24,649 0.2
Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.).iceivreovcncrrsnsscsncnnne 2,661 3,395 27.6 2,072 2,554 23.3 589 841 42.8
Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.)...iirirenencrscccrcancnnnns 5,339 5,046 -5.5 4,233 3,907 -7.7 1,196 1,139 3.0
Medicine (M.D.).....vitiuiriininernsnscsorserosscsoseeses 16,041 15,938 -0.6 11,167 11,022 -1.3 4,874 4,916 0.9
Optometry (0.D.) ... ivieiroeerrceercerorcssosscsscccsscnns 1,115 1,029 -7.7 812 744 -8.4 303 285 -5.9
Osteopathic medicine (D.0.)....ccivvrerinncnccrnscrcnnes 1,489 1,547 3.9 1,136 1,159 2.0 353 388 9.9
Pharmacy (D.Phar.) . .ciierieecercrccorcrcrcronncnne 861 903 4.9 430 432 0.5 431 &7 9.3
Podiatry (Pod.D. or D.P.) or podiatric medicine (D.P.M.) 582 612 5.2 464 488 5.2 118 124 5.1
Veterinary medicine (D.V.M.)...ioivvirrncncescrcssnssons 2,178 2,270 4.2 1,135 1,191 4.9 1,043 1,079 3.5
Lav, general (L.L.B. or J.D.).vvceercrcocecencrncncseens 37,491 35,844 k. b 23,070 21,874 -5.2 14,421 13,970 -3.1
Theological professions, gensral (B.D., ¥.Div., M.H.L.). 7,221 7,283 0.9 5,886 5,865 ~0.4 1,335 1,418 6.2
Other. ccv.cittneeeenececoceceeiossscsssssssssoccsssonons 85 43 ~49.4 50 25 -50.0 .35 18 -48.6
Note.--First-professional includea dsjrees that require at least 6 years of college work for completion (including at least 2 years

of preprofessional training).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Canter for Education Statistics, surveys of Degrees and Other Formal Awards Conferred.
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