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Title: High School Reform In Pennsylvania

Author: Ross S. Blust, Pennsylvania Department of Education

ABSTRACT

The Pennsylvania Department of Education employees and the Pennsylvania

State Board of Education initiated a review of the public high school gradua-

tion requirements of 1976 as part of a regularly scheduled process. The

evolution of the process and which organizations were involved was reviewed:

The process concluded in 1983 and the resulting regulations were presented.

How two state testing §Eé§£éﬁé influenced high school reform was examined.
Specifically; a testing program to identify students in need of remedial
services, and a testing program to identify and reward high achieving students

were created and for the former implemented.
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HIGH SCHOCL REFORM IN PENNSYLVANIA

INTRODUCTION

__During October of 1983 the Governor of Pennsylvania announced several
educational reforms: These reforms included the following: (1) "Setting
higher curriculum standards and more rigorous reguicements for high school
graduation, (2) measuring studen: achievement' -supporting and requiring remedi-

al instruction, particularly in the basic skills in_the_ early and middle . ..

grades, and providing incentivesiior higher_ levels of achievement in the high

preparation and_ certification, and creating incentives to attract the best

possible teachers to Pemnsylvania classrooms..."” The first task listed,

revising the high school graduation requirements, had been ‘underway for several

December. 1983.

The Pennsylvania high school graduation requirements were revised over a.

seven-year effort by a variety of Pennsylvania organizations and Department of

Education employees. Who was involved and why the individuals were involved

was reviewed:. The influence of various organizations on the final content for
graduation requirements was examined. The final graduation requirements were
analyzed.

The second task, developing a testing program to identify students in need

of remedial services and providing those remedial services, was initiated in

October, 1984. In general, multiple-choice tests for . -reading and mathematics

were administered to all Pennsylvania students in grades three, five and eight.

A Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) established cut score was employed
to identify those students that were eligible for remedial services. The .

program was named "Testing for Essential Learning and_ Literacy Skilis" (TELLS)

by the Governor's office. A second testing program was proposed by the Gover-

nor, specifically the "Honors Program". At this time the Honors Program is in

the early developmental stages. The honors test is to identify and reward high

achieving students by testing grade twelve studerts.

involves the development of tests for teachers and administrators. The test

must be passed before college graduates_can become teachers.. For administra-

tors, a proposed test must be passed before receiving certification to hold am

administrative position: Tuition assistance will be provided to academically

strong students who enroll in mathematics and science programs and commit

themselves to teach the subject in Pennsylvania.

This paper reviews each of the three areas_ previously noted. A more

detailed review was presented for the high school graduation requirements and

the TELLS program since they are operational while the other programs are not
operational.




Graduation Requirements

In 1976 the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) and the State Board
of Education initiated a review of the high school graduatioil requiremerts.
This set of regulations is kinown as -Chapter 5. The review was part of a

regularly scheduled process by the State Board of Education:

At the start of this. process (1976) several factors. influenced the review.

First, the PDE Director of the Bureau of Curriculum Services and his employees

were scheduled to work with the State Board of Education. Dr. David Campbell.

the Chapter 5 Regulationa were not well-organizea or_ sequenced from the _elemen-

tary to_junior high to senior high levels._ _Those perceptions by Dr. Campbeil

were probably accurates since they were shared by wmany of the Burcau of Cutricu-

lum Services employees. Second, a major project, Prsject 81, was underway at
this time (1976) in the PDE, it was to develop high -school competencies.  Ths

when revising the Pennsylvania Goals of Quality Education. See_ Appendix A for

a list of the Twelve Goals of Quality Education and the goal definitions.

everall. the high school graduation requirements in ’976 could be catego-

rized as not being rigorous. Also, the requirements had beer revised over many
years with specific amendments to parts of the requirements. Heice, the -

requirements needed to- be revised in ‘a better organized. package. _It may be. of

rigid This influenced Pennsylvania scﬁool administrators to change junior

high_ schools to middle schools which. had rather loose regulations.  The revised

Chapter 5 work was to be completed by 1981 based on the original schedule.

S Between 1976 and 1981 Dr. Campbell emphasized the Chapter 5 Regulations

knot the revised Regulations) in his work with Pennsylvania school -districts.

1928 the then Commissioner of Basic Edncation, Br. Frank. Manchester. contracted

with the Pennsylvania Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development to

coordinate the efforts for revising Chapter 5 with twenty-five other profes-

sional organizations in Pennsylvania. The twenty-~five professional organiza-
tions were selected because -they were concerned with curriculum in some _
fashion. Dr. Manchester did not include the Pennsylvania State Education __

Association (PSEA) nor the Pennsylvania branch of the American Federation of __

Teachers (PAFT), Pennsylvania's two largest teacher unions; on the committee to

revise Chapter 5 Regulations: _The suggestions from the twenty-five profession-

al organizations were secured and to some extent used in revising the Chapter 5

Regulations.

In 1979 and 1980 the Bureau of Curriculum Services employees anng gifﬁ

Regulations., Dr. Campbell wanted the high school graduation requirqnents

written using the Pennsylvania Goals of Quality Education statements rather
than by subject areas. The drafts of the Chapter 5 Regulations produced -

through 1980 were in that form. This meant that goal areas such as: self-

esteem, analytical thinking, understanding others, work, family living and
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courses offgringithat content. Most high schools in Pennsylvania had some -
difficulty matching their existing courses with the tiew Chapter 5 format. The
State Board of Education was not extremely concerned with that problem until
later.

, By 1981 the State Board of Education was preparing to. adopt the revised

Chapter 5 Regulations:. Pricr to the adoption a series of hearings were held on

a regional basis across Pennsylvania by the State Board of Education to hear

testimony on the revised Chapter 5 Regulations. Most of the testimony was
negative and was from public school administrators and teachers. Courses not
fitting the goals and graduation requirements being based on the Goals of
Quality Education were the major concerns. _The testimony offered by nonpublic
school representatives could be characterized as wild and negative. . Nonmpublic

school representatives were concermed that they would have to include informa-

tion on areas such as family living (in the testimony this was equated with sex

education) and other affective areas. -Reading teachers offered negative _
testimony because reading was not specifically named in the regulations (in the
Goals of Quality Education reading was part of the Communications Skills Area).

Testimony included statements by _school district _employees that reading was not

included in the revised Chapter 5 Regulations, thus the new regulations were

de-emphasizing reading.

In 1982 the Pennsylvania legislature beeame involved in the process due to

the extent of the negative testimony at the State Board hearings. A bill was

drafted _but not enacted that would have revised Chapter 5_through the. Iegisla-

ture. This was a clear message to the PDE that changes needed to be made in

the proposed Chapter 5 Regulations:

L As a resnlt of the negative testimony, several PDE employees {not from the

ﬁu*eau of Curriculum Services nor Dr. . -Campbell) and-higher level PDE adminis-
trators drafted the Chapter 5 Regulations (1982). The work by the twenty-five
professional organizations and the Bureau of Curriculum Services was employed

in part in the revisions of Chapter 5 Regulations. _Also, a representative of

the State Board of Education_ helped to produce the revisions. The resulting

Chapter 5 Regulations.were based on a curriculum at the high school level by

traditional subjects (mathematics, science, language arts, social studies,

etc.): The new Chapter 5 Regulations were rather brief but more rigorous_in

the number of courses required for high school gradustion. A planmned course

was to be written by school districts for each subject required each year in

the regulations. See Appendix B for a review of the revised Chaper 5

The Pennsylvania State Board of Education adopted the revised Chapter 5

Regulations in December 1983 after again holding public hearings. Also; tke

Pennsylvania. legislature placed one. member of the ‘House Education Committee. and



Testing Programs for Students

As noted in the introduction two_ testing _programs were_ proposed by. Gover-
nor Thornburgh in 1983:. The TELLS program (one of the two testing programs)

was designed to identify low achieving students not being served by a remedial

program. The general design for the TELLS program was established by employees
of Governor Thornburgh's office.. TELLS was to include the -development of a
multiple choice test for third, fifth and eighth grade students on mathematics

and reading and was to be administered every year. Those students scoring

below a PDE established cut-score were required to_participate ir remedial

services provided by either public school districts or for nompublic students

by intermediate units. _Both public school districts and intermediate units

were required to provide the remedial services.

In order to- produce an operational TELTS program several things happened

First, state legislation,. Act 299 of 1963 was. employed to develop and implement

mandated that remedial programs be. provided for students scoring below the cut

score by school districts and intermediate units. -Third, the State Board of

Education established regulations that required all public schools and their

students participate in the TELLS program test administration while the _
nonpublic schools were allowed to volunteer for the program: Also; _students
were required in public schools to._ accept the TELLS services while nomnpublic

school students were not required to accept the services.

Funding for_ the TEttS program was- established each year as-a part of the

Pennsylvania budgetary process.. -For the 1984-1985 school _year $24,000,000 vas

appropriated while in the 1985-1986 school year $38 000,000 was appropriated.:
A problem with the funding was that only $7,000,000 of the $24,000,000 in __ _ .

1984-1985 was: categorical and for TELLS services only. 1In the 1985-1986 school
year that problem was resolved in part with $28,000,000 of the $38,000,000

being categorical funds for TELLS services onIy.

At the high schooi Ievel students that must receive TELLS services have

created some .concerns. In many high schools grouping by achievement is em-

ployed to serve low achieving students.; That process does not work well with

A second testing progran _was_proposed, the. Honors Program. A state honors

test vas to be developed for grade twelve students. In addition, local school

districts were ancouraged to provide high school students with the high level

courses needed to successfully pass the honors test. Those students who met or

exceeded a predetermined score on the test were to receive a special Honors _ _
Dipiloma, recognizing their high academic achievement. In_ addition; the top one
percent of all students passing the test each year would receive a State Honors
Scholarship of- $1,000 to be applied to the cost of continuing their education
beyond high school.

___ _This program requires that the Pennsylvania legislature provide funding .
for the 1987-1988 school year. That funding teeds to be appropriated (if it is

appropriated) during the summer of 1987. Also, a test needs to be developed
for the 1987-1988 school year. -At this time; the Bureau of Curriculum and

Instruction employees have completed part of the task: A committee of

_a- 0



Pennsylvania teachers and curriculum leaders worked on recommendations; objec-

tives and the process to establish the Honors Test. When funding is provided,
test development activities will be initiated on the Honors Test by PDE employ-

ees in the Division of Educational Testing and Evaluation.

Establishing Higher Standards

&n_effort is underway to set higher standards for teachers and administra=

tors which involves the development of tests for teachers and administrators.

For graduates of a college the test must be passed before they can become

public school teachers. Tha test will include (1' basic skills, (2) knowledge
of education, and (3) academic_knowledge of specific teaching areas. For.

adninistrators a test will be part of the requirements when securing an admin-
istrative certificate. At this time the Educational Testing Service (ETS) has
been contracted by the PDE to produce the teacher and administrator tests. The

testing program was scheduled to be implemented in the 1987-1988 school year.
Cotments

It was noted when the programs were operational and when they were propos=

als. A concern is that proposed programs will not becowe operational and will
not_be funded: 4nother concern is that when Governor Thornburgh leaves office
at_the end of 1986, the funding for those programs in place will be altered.
Also, what his departure will do to influence the programs that need to be

developed remains an unanswered question.
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Pennsylvania's Twelve Goals of Quality Education

~ GOALS OF QUALITY EDYCATION
{Adopted by the State Board of Education on March 8. 1979)
COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Quality education should help every student acquire communication

skills of understanding; speaking, reading and writing,

Quality education should help every student acquire skills in
mathematics.

éE:EE.ESIEE,@:: oo D - _ oI ool .z s oo
Quality education should help every student develop self-understanding

and a feeling of self-worth.

ANALYTICALTHINKING
Quality education should help every student develop analytical
thinking skills.

Hﬁééﬁﬁiﬁsiuejrijgﬁg; oD T Tt T Do L
Quality education should help every student acquire knowledge of

different cultures and an appreciation of the worth of all people.

eiﬁgéﬁsgiip,,, cooto o .
Quality education should help every student learn the history of the

nation, understand its systems of government and economics and
acquire the values and attitudes necessary for responsible citizenship.

Quality _education should help every student acquire knowledge,

appreciation and skills in the arts and the humanities.

Quality education should help every student acquire knowledge,

understanding and appreciation of science and technology.

ﬁaéi - Tl DT T -- R - -
Quality education should help every student acquire the knowledge,
skills and attitudes necessary to become a self-supporting member of

fF:iﬁi:’LV7Li§iﬁéi S o [ oD D R R
Quality education should help every student acquire the knowledge,

skills and attitudes necessary for successful personal and family fiving.

H,E&iﬁ; - z oo Do o ,,,,,:,,,,: ——— = - - - -
Quality education should help every student acquire knowledge and

develop practices necessary to maintain physical and emotional

E@Eﬁ@ dl ﬁ,éi],:, So- el
Quality education should help every student acquire the
attitudes necessary to maintain the quality of life

knowledge and
tt in a balanced

envnomnent

——
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o Appendix B
PLNNSYLVANTA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

B CHAPTER 5 B
CURRICULUM REGULATIONS

(THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER ARE ISSUED UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
§§1317-1320 (P.L. 177, AS_ AMENDED) (71_P.S. $§367-370) AND THE ACT_OF MARCH 10,
1949-(P.L. 30, AS AMENDED) (24 P.S. §§1-101 ET SEQ., PARTICULARLY $15-1511
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED).

Section 5.1. Statutory authority.

5;2; GOlpttlnce ichidulc.

5.3. Definitions.
S.4., G;n;i;t provilibni.

é;g; Griduation requirclcnt-.

5.9, S;i;duliﬂg and credit.

s;io. Phylical oducation and lthlitic-.

§;i§; !2c¢pt16ﬁ-.

§;i§. Zducaticaal planntnc énd nlnlis-cnt.

§;i3; Credentiall othcr tEan the htgh Ichool diplo-n

5.16. Students in special situations.

5.17. Allegations of deficiencies.




__ The statutory suthority for this chapter 1s the Public School Code of
1949, (24 P.S. §§1-101 = 27-2702) and sections 1317-1320 of The Administrative
Code 1929, (71 P.S. $§$367-370).

§5.2. Compliance schedule.
_ The effective date of compliance with this chapter shall begin o later
than September; 1985. Section 5.5 (relating to graduation requirements) shall

be implemented with the ninth grade class of 1985-86 that will be graduated in
1989. ‘
$5:3.  Dafinitions.

The_following words and teras, when used in this chapter, shall have the

following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Arts - Visusl Arta; Music; Dance; Theatre, Film Studies; Practical Arts
and Crafts.

Curriculum - A series of planned courses that are coordinated and articulated
wvith one another and implemented in order to teach specific knowledge,

skills, attitudes, and behaviors in a systematic and cumulative manner.

Y Sssessuent - A cowprehensive set of tests for measuring.

Goals of quality éducation - Brosd 3oals tdentified by the Board as -
desirable outcomes of instruction in the areas of Communication Skilis,
Mathematics, Science and Technology, Citizemship, Arts and the Humanities,

Anslytical Thinking, Pamily Living, Work, Health, the Environment, Sslf.

Esteem, and Understsnding Others.
Gradustion requiremsnts - Planted courses identified by a board of school

diiEEEBFs,tsfthOSE;th;tfiﬁitmﬁé,aucceasfg;ly passed by a student to

qualify for the svarding of a diploma. Thess planned courses shall relaste
directly to the graduation requirements established in §5.5(b) (relating
to graduation requirements):

or additional courses in English and Social Studies.

Instruction = The delivery of curricula of planned courses.

Ioternediate unit - A regionsl educational service sgency that provides
educational services to participating school districts as part of the

public school system of the Commonwaalth.

s = Rnovledge, skilla, attitudes, and bebaviors that

have Teen idencifisd as sppropriate outcomes of a planed course derroncd
to help attain each of the Coals of Quality Education.

- 10 =

student achievevent in the areas addressed by the Coals of Quality Education.

Humanities - Subjects that embrace literature, languages, bistory, philosophy,



Plan (LRP) - A plan, based on the Goals of Quality Education
and educational quality sssessment, for directing resources tovard the

improvement of educational programs and services, school management, and
student_achievement. The LRP planning process includes needs assessment,
development of action plans, implementation planning, and evaluation in

the following areas: _educational programs and services {curriculum and
instruction); school management, personnel development, community and

staff involvement, use of nondistrict resources.

Planned course - Instruction offered by a school enticy and delivered to

the students enrolled that is based on a written plan which consists of at
least all of the following:
(1) A 1ist of learning objectives expacted to be schieved by
students. : '

(11) Content and instructional time needed to reach learning
objectives typically consisting of 120 clock hours of -

instruction, or a fraction thersof. Fractional planned
courses vhen offered should be in blocks of no less than 30
clock hours.

(111) Expected levels of achievement.

(4v) Procedures for evaluation.
- A person holding the appropriate certificate who s appointed
by a board of school directors to serve, under the direction of the

superintendent of schools; as the instructional leader of the achool;

School entity - A achool district, intermediate unit; or area vocational
technical school,;

School organization ~ Elementary grades are grades kindergarten through 6

and secondary grades sre grades 7 through 12,

(1) rgarten - A curriculum for students between the ages
of 4 and § years.

141) Elementary school - A school with grades i through 6 or a

school approved as an elementary school by the Department.

(111) Middle school = A school with three or four consecutive
grades from grade 5_through grade 8 or a school approved a3
s middle school by the Department.

(1v) Secondary school - A school with grades 7 through 12 or a

secondary school by the Department.

‘3:3‘
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A school with grades 7 through 9 or a

school approved as a junior high schiool by the Department.



(v1) Senior high achool - A school with grades 16 through 12 or
& school approved as a senior high school by the Departament.

(vii) Area vocational-technical school - A school approved by the
Department that provides vocational-technical education

programs to secondary students.

- A graphic summary of a curriculum:

i t of schools - A person slected by a board of school dirsctors
vho is a commissioned officer of the Department and chief executive of a

school districe.

Unit of credit - For graduation purposes; a unit of credit shall rapresenc
formal, quantitative recognition by a school board and the Department of
satisfactory completion of & planned course of 120 hours of instruction in
grades 9-12. A school district may offer a planned course of less than .
120 hours and course credit shall be avarded based on the fraction thereof,
For example, a school district may offer a _planned course in art for a
Semester. -The students would receive 60 hours of instruction and thus, _

172 unit of credit. Two semester courses in art would equal 120 hours or
1 unit of credit.
P . e S ..

(2) GCeneral policies:

(1) It is the poldcy of the Board that the curriculum of each grade
be based on the learning objectives designated under each of the

Goals of Quality Education. The Goals of Quality Education

shall be reviewed by the Board every 10 years, and the learning
objectives every 5 years.

(2) It is the policy of the Board that boards of school directors
have the greatest possible flexibility in curriculun plansing

that is consistent with providing quality education and is in
compliance with- the Public School Code of 1949 (24 P:S. §§1-101

27-2702) and this chapter.

(3) 1t is the policy of the Board to encourage school entities to
supplement.the evaluation component of planned courses with
locally determined assessment programs_to measure student
achievement toward meeting State and local goals.

(4) It is the policy of the Board that educational programs shall be
provided without discrimination on the basis of race, sex,

color, religion, or national origin.

e U
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(b) Elementary grades.

(1) Required planned courses for all students to be taﬁght every vear.
Tﬁe foIIaving lqugcta aﬁail Be taught to. every student every
year, shall conform to the criteria established for planned
courses, and may be integrated into other appropriate planned
courses:

NES) !nglish (tnciuatn: Itotcning and opelktng)

(11) Reading.

(111) Spelling.

(iv) Vriting.
_{v) Mathematics.

(vi) Science.
-(vi1) Soecial Studiii.
(vtii) ...ltho - - -

(1x) Fhysical Eﬂucation.
(x) Music.
(xt) Art.

2)

g;ngﬁ: as :eparn;g planned courses or lntegrated in other

appropriate planned courses.

(g) ggigory bf'guitid;StiGIi;
-(11) History of Pennsylvania.
(111) Geography.

(iv) Civiecs.

(v) Safety !ducltion.

(c) Secondary ifiéii.

(1

Required planned courses for sll students to be taught every year.

The folloving subjects shall be taught to every student every
year and shall conform to the criteria established for planned

one plinnld course 1n

courses:
(1) English (which may tnclude ome p
. 'PCCC‘I). - - -
(11) Physicll Educltioﬁ (may b

offered as a fractional

-'i§ -
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(2) Reguired planned courses for all students to be taughc during
the secondary grades.

(1) Each of the folloving planned courses shall be taught
during the secondary grades:
(A) Mathematics - 5 planned courses, 3 of which must
be 120 clock hours each

(B) Science - 5 planned courses, vhich may include

Laboratory Sciences; 3 of which must be 120 clock
___ hours each = P
(C) Social Studies - ° planned courses, 3 of which
must be 120 clock hours each—to be taken from
the Social Sciences which may include Anthropology,
Economics, Geography,; History, Political Science,

Psychology; Sociology; American Culture, World
Cultures, and History and Government of the _

United States and Pennsylvanis as required in the
Public School Code of 1949; (24 P.S. §16-1605).

(11) The iaiiﬁiiﬁi,iiiﬁﬁéé courses shall be tsught. They may be
offered as fractional planned courses. See definition of

planned course in §5.3 (relating to definitions).

(A) Are = 2 planned courses.

(B) Music - 2 planned courses.
(C) Home Economics - 1 plauned coiurse.
(D) 1Industrial Arts - 1 plamned course.

(E) Reading --1 planned course:
(F) Health - 2 planned courses.

(G) Eavirommental Education - 1 planned course (may
be integrated in other appropriate planned

courses).

3 éiiit;éWCGﬁriii.

The following planned courses shall be offered to all studencs

enrolled in secondary grades:

(1) Vocational Education.
_(11) Busineas Education.

(111) eaﬁiiii?:§§9¢§;ion! ST oD B )
(iv) Foreign Languages (see §5.6(b) relating to languages).

(v) Laboratory Sciences, including Biology, Physics, and
2 s gﬁ‘iiitfig,;,”,, ——— - = - - c : oL
(vi) Computsr Science (may be integrated in other appropriste

(vi1) Industrial Arts.
(viii) Home Economics.

1
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(d) Planned course requireaents.

Planned courses shall be based upon the subject matter and shall

addvess the 12 Goals of Quality Education set forth in §5.13 (relating

55.5. &t.aﬁi:::::: e .

(a) Each board of schosl directors ahall identify planned courses for
vhich credit toward graduation shall be avarded. - These vritten plane

shall be filed at the school district and be available upon request

for reviev by designated representatives of the Department.

(b) In grades 9 through 12 every atudent shall obtain at least 21 units
of credit.

Units of Credit Course Title
English

Mathematica -

Science- =
Social Studiea

Arts or Humanities or both

Health and Physical Education
Student selects 5 additional courses

fron among those approved for credit

W= N W Wi 8N

tovard graduation by the school diatrict,
including approved vocational education
courses.

(a) Bvery school district shall provide imstruction in at least tvo

second langusges other than English, one of vhich must be a modern
language. One foreign language shall be implemented in a minimuam
4-year sequence consisting of four consecutive planned courses.
Foreign languages may alsc be offered at the elementary level.

(b) Fach school district shall provide for a program for each atudent
vhose dominant language is not English for the purpose of facilitating

English proficiency. Such programs may include bilingual/bicultural

or English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) curriculum.

ry/media services.

Fach school district shall ;iévid;;j;iiﬁtitiiiééii,éﬁiiié;iui:iﬁieﬁ

develops information management skills and processes and provides an
accessible, centrally housed collection of resources for all students in

each school,

1
[y
(S, |

Sdl |
Y




(1) Elementary school librarian - Bach school district ahail eaploy

3 fﬁ112t1i§;,§§§§§f§§iiid,jcﬁbbl,libiiiiiﬁ;tpfprcvgdi lesdership
in the development and implementation of an effective elementary

school library/wedia prograa.

(2) Secondary school 1ibrarian - éiéﬁfjjééﬁajti school shall employ

8 full-time; certificated school librarian to provide leadership
in the development and implementation of anm effective school
library/media progranm.

$5.8. v’aé;ii,:::i i ::”ﬁ.

Boards of school directors offering vocational education programs shall

use planned courses to deliver those programs. _Provisions for planning,
organizing, and operating vocational education programs are stated in

Chapter 6 (relating to vocational education).

i 7,',7 oI :;ﬁiiﬁ; iﬁa Eiém;

(8) School districts offering kindergarten programs shall provide each

kindergarten student with at least 2% hours of instruction each day

for the full school term or obtain Department approval for an alter-

native kindergarten progras.

(b) Prior approval of the Department must be obtained prior to scheduling

haif-day sessions in grades 1 through 12,

(c) iriérwiiiibiiiiéi;§§;:§;S§;i§tﬁt 1s required before iiiitiiiﬁiig a
nev school or changing school organization.

(d) Credit may be avarded for planned courses offered during summer
sessions, or summer school courses may be Jesigned as noncredit
offerings.

§5.10. Physical education and athletics. |
(a) Every student shall participate in physical education at every grade
level as part of the elementary, junior high, widdle school . a3
senior high school curricula.
(b) The physical education program shall be adapted for students who arfe

unable to participate in the regular physical education program.

(¢) The physical education curriculum shall provide coed instruction at
the elementary level and secondary levels and may provide for non=coed

instruction at the secondary level.

(d) A school entity may offer interscholastic or intramural athlstic

programs or both.

-y
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(e)

When a school entity offers {nterscholastic sthletics or intramural
athletic programs;, or both; boys and giris shall have equal access to
all of the following:

(1) School facilities.

(2) Coaching and instruction.

(3) Scheduling of practice time and games. N
(4) Number of activities at each level of competition.
(5) Equipwent, supplies, and services.

(6) Funding appropriate to the sport.

School districts may also sponsor cosducational teams.

No Tules may be imposed that exclude girls from trying out for,

(b)

(e)

(d)

(@)

(f)

Completion. Credit shall be awarded upon satisfactory completion of

planned coutrses as shall be determined by the principal in consultation

redit ustion. -Credit msy be awarded to regularly enrolled
studerts who successfully complete an evaluacion which assesses
msstery of planned course content and objectives, regardless of the
instructional time spent, in accordance vwith policies and procedures
previocusly established by the superintendent and the board of school
dirsctors.

Independent study; Independent study courses may be offered for
planned course credit if they are based on written plans which

comsist of at least the components describad in the definicion of
planned course, in §5.3 (relating to definitions):

Other educational experiences. Students may earn credit toward
planned course completion through corraspoudence study; attendance at

summer school, veekend classes, study at summer camp; work experiences,
and educational travel iu accordance with policies and procedures

established by the superintendent and the board of school directors.
Advanced pl ent courses: Collegs-level advanced placement courses

may be offered as planned courses in the sentor high school curriculus,

Eveniug high school courses. Credit for standard evening high school
planned courses shall be granted on the same basis as credis for

planned courses offered during standard school hours.



jucation courses.

(1) Senior bigh school students enrolled in a Tegionally accredited
college way, with the prior approval of the high school principal,
be avarded planned course credit for coliege courses when sll of

the following are met:
(1) The course fs taught at the college level and satisfies the

definition of a planned course.

(11) The student satisfactorily completes the Tequirements of

the college course or passes the College Advanced Placement
Examination in this subject.

(111) The college sdmitting the student accepts the college
credits as fulfilling some portion of the requirenments for
the associate or bachelor's degree.

(1v) The record of the college course completion has been

submitted by the college tc the sending high school.;
(2) 1n sddition, students may leave senior high school prior to the

senior_year to attend approved colleges on a full-time basis, in

accordance with policies znd procedures previously established by the
Superintendent and the board of school directors. The high school
diploma shall be awarded to these students upon successful completion

of requirements set forth by the local board of school directors.

$5.12. Excepeions.

(a) General sxceptions. The Department may grant exceptions to specific
provisions of this chapter vhen it 1is necessary to adapt them to the

curriculum needs of individual school entitfes under the following
conditions:

(1) The request for an_exception shall be in vriting and shall

include relevant data supporting the need for the exception;

(2) The exception shall be valld only for the schosl year for
vhich it 1s granted, unless otherwise specified.
(3) The request shall be mads prior to initiating the action

requiring approval and must have the prior approval of the

(b) Experimental programs: The Department may vaive provisions of this
chapter for experimental programs, subject to the following restrictions:

(1) fﬁé ;iﬁﬁiitﬁfét,iﬁiéiﬁifiiiééii program iﬁaiiiséiié ;;iiiﬁé

and shall include relevant data supporting the need for the

experimental program,

- 18 -
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(2) The experimental program shall be valid for the achool year

for which ‘it is granted, unless othervise specified.
(3) The request shall be made prior to taitiating the action
requiring approval and must have the prior approval of the

bosrd of school directors.:

and _assessment.

(®)

@)

@

(e)

Once every 5 years, every school district and area vocational-technical
school shall subait to the Department a LRP according to criteria
established by the Secretary for the plan itself and the planning
process. Once the LRP has been submitted to the Department, changes
to it submitted by a representative of the school entity must have
the prior approval of the school entity's board of directors.
(1) The development of the plan shall include, but not be limited

to, the participation of administrators, school personnel,

teachers, students, pareats of school age children, and members
of the community.

(2) The LRP shall include a scheduling plsn which will permit a

student's participation in en ares vocstional technical school
ﬁt@gtiﬁ;iﬁa;5@;iﬁl?,té,ii§§;i§§§§§i§:gtidultianrcqgi?éiiﬁgi,

under §5.5 (relating to graduation requirements). When appropriate
fcr the purpose of gradustion, this plan should utilize §5.12

(relating to exceptions).

_curriculum it contains shall be available for

(3) The LRP and the curricul 7
public inspection at the district's central office.

Every school district may participate fn the Educational Quality
Assessment program. The Department will provide an opportunity for

the school districts to participate at least once every five years.

The Departwent will be responsible for coordinating the scheduling of
Educational Quality Assessment participation and LRP submission

dates.

The LRP shall include evidence that each of the Goals of Quality
Education snd their learning objectives are addressed in the planned
courses required and the planned courses offered by the school enticy
for all gtudents.

A sep- ite.planned course need not be taken for every goal. Multiple
goals v be integrated in a single planaed course. Each learning
objecti cited in this section shall be included in planned courses
to be ts-:n by all students at lesst once at the elementary, once at

the junior/middle, snd once at the senior high school levels.

- 1g--
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(f) The folloving are the Goals of Quality Education. The learning

objectives are presented as subpsragraphs under the goals with whick

they are typically associated. They may be linked to other appropriate

goals.

Q)

(2)

3

(%)

COMMUNICATION SKILLS. Quality sducation shall help every

student acquire communication skills of understanding, speaking,

listening, reading and writing. Objectives are:
(1) Comprehension of oral, written, and nouverbal communication

_(11) Cowposition of oral and written commuoication.
.(111) Interpretation of and facility vith language patterns.
(iv) Comprehension and sppreciation of literature snd arts.

(v) Ust of information sources and research techniques.

MATHEMATICS. Quality education shall help svery studeat acquire

knovledge, apprecistion; and skills in msthematics. Objectives

are:

(1) Knowledge of numeration and computation.

(11) Koowledge of geometry and weasurement,

(i11) Knowledge of computer literacy and data sanagement..

(iv) Development of reasoning, problem soiving, and creativiey.

(v) Knowledge of mathematical 1ife skills and applications.

student acquire the knowledge, understanding, and appreciation

_Quality education shall belp svery

of science and technology. Objectives are:

(1) Knowledge of basic sclentific concepts and processes:

(11) Understanding of technological applications of scientific

principles. S o
(111) Appreciation of interaction of science, technology,
- anud society.- T : S
(iv) Opportunity for inquiry snd hands-on activity in

science and rechnology.

(v) Understandiug and use of scientific methodology:
CITIZENSHIP. Quality education shall help svery student learn
the history of the United States, understand its systems of government
and ecoriomics, and acquire the values and attitudes necessary

for responsible citizenship. Objectives are:
(1) Knovledge of histories: 1local, State, nationsl and global.
(11) Understanding of systems of government and law.
(111) Understanding of systems of economics.

(1v) Enovledge of individusl rights and respomsibilities.

(v) Koowledge of the participatory nature of the democratic
system, .



(s)

(6)

%)

(8)

ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES. Quality education shall help every

student acquire knowledge, spprectation and skills in the aris

and the humanities. Objectives are:

(1) Comprehension of principles and concepts in art,

music, crsftssanship, other discrete srts; snd the
~_ humanitfes. = S R ,
(11) Understanding of the influence of literature, philosophy,

and tradition in shsping our heritage.

(111) Development of analytic and perforuing skills in the
__ arts and the bumanities. o o
(1v) Application of objective and aesthetic criteria to

decision-making. -

(v) Participation in {ntellectual and crestive experiences
in the arts and bumanities.

ANALYTICAL THINKING. Quality educatios shall help avery student
develop snalytical thinking. Objectives sre:

(1) Developsent of informstion management skills.

_(11)  Development of logical thinking skills.

(111) Development of probles solving skills.

(iv) Development of decision saking skills,

FAMILY LIVING. Quality education shall help every student
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for
successful personal and family living. Objectives are:
(1) 9‘?‘1@{,@!,55?3@1:@ family relstionships. i
(11) Selection, management, and saintenance of personal and
. fiiili i‘iia;é!!;

(111) Understanding of econcmics of family 1ife.

(iv) Development of consumer skills-

WORK. Quality education shall help every student acquire the

knovledge; skills, and attitudes necessary to becowe a self-

supporting member of society. Objectives are:

" (1) Development of career svaremess. S
(11) Development of personal carser planning skills.

(111) Development of job seeking, job getting, and job
keeping skills. o

(1v) Development of entry level occupational skills,
W)waWﬁnétﬁjﬁﬁﬁéjgﬁtunufaiﬁa

(vi) Development of current labor market skills to foster
economic development.

-21 -




(9) BEALTH. Quality sducation sball help every Stydent acquire
knovledge and develop practices necessaty O mzintain physicail
and emotional well-being, Objectives are:

(1) §év.jﬁ§iﬁﬁt;6§4§§i§§§;iiIﬁj physical pegieh.

(11) Knovledge of community health, diSeag, prevention and
’’’’ control. . S . ! oo B i -
(111) Knowledge of human growth, develoPRenc, and good nutririon.
(1v) Awareness of the dangers of tobacCo, alcohol, and

Sl Qgh.g d:!“ii! o= S o oo
(v) Roowledge of safety and firsc aid akijl,.

(vi) Development of family and consume’ bealth,
(10) ENVIRONWENT. Quality education shall Belp ®Very seudent acquire

the knowledge and attitudes necessary to m#iBtain the quality of

life in a balanced environment. Objectives ATe;

(1) FKnowledge of natural and buman reSOurces.

(£33) Understandiag of geographic enviro™ents: 1ocal,
Tegional; global, = :

(111) Knowledge of interrelationships snd Interdependence of
.. . natursl and human systeas. o ]
(1v) Development of personal envirommental sttitudes and

iilu!'; - - T < ame . S
(v) Development of environmental probl®® g51ving and
sanagement skills..

(vi) Knowledge of and appropriate yses Of energy.

(11) SELF-ESTEEM. _Quality education shail help #Very Studant develop

self-understanding and a feeling of iai?aao?ths Objectives are:

(1) Understanding of personal strength® ang 1gaitations.
(11) Recognition of one's personal abilitley, jncerests and
I iéémliihiﬁgii:, - N o

(111) Avareness of one's personal beliefs %d opinions.

(1v) Davelopment of self-confidence.

(v) Development of personal iaiiiiiiiit7 ES chiﬁgi;

(12) UNDERSTANDING OTHERS. GQuality educstion shall heip every

student acquire knowledge of different cultuf®® and gn appreciatiog
of the equal worth and rights of all people t° include the

active roles snd contributions of women, minofity facial and
ethnic groups. Objectives are: '

(1) Knovledge of cultural simtlarity and divargicy.

(11) TFnowledge of individual similarity 8™ givergicy.
(111 Development of interpersonal relati0%shyp gkq113s.

(iv) Understanding of human interdependjence; -
(v) Knovledge of roles and contributions Of racial and

ethnic groups and women.




. Elementary or secondary nonpublic nonlicensed schools not already having

done 30 and a1l such schools not nov in existence but desiring to conduct an
education program in the future shall within 30 days of beginning classes, file
the following certificate, notarized with the Secretary:
1 certify that this school is a day school for the education of children
in vhich the following mandated programs or courses of study are taught in
the English language for a minimum of 180 days of instruction or a sinimum

of 900 hours of instruction in the elementary schools and s minisus of 990

hours of instruction in the secondary schools: Elementary school level --

English, including spelling, reading and writing, arithmatic; geography,
the history of the United States and Pennsylvanis. science, civics,
including loyalty to the State and National Government, safety sducation,
and the humane treatment of birds and animals, bealth, including physical
education snd physiology, music and art: Secondary school lavel — art,

English, health, sathematics, music, physical education, science and
social studies (including U.S. and Pennsylvania history).
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Name of School S

Addtess of School o

Esﬁni7

we -

Public School District in
vhich school 1s located ~ - L

Nompublic Priacipal 3 : o

(Signature of Principal)

Telephone Number: Area Code ( ) R o

NOTARIZATION:

Return to:

Division of Nonpublic and Private School Services
Bureau of Basic Education Support Services
Department of Education

P.0: Box 911 .

333 Market Street = o

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108

The requirements for a secondary school diploma shall be as follows:

(1)

(2)

TheCon-ouuaaltﬁ'lccondtryichooldiplo-a-nybetiiued to

spplicants who are residents of this Commonvealth who do not
POsS3ess a secondary school diploms upon presentation of evidence
of full matriculation and Eﬁi:iiityf:c;6r77CEEﬁliti66;§f a
mintimum of 1 full year or 30 semester hours of atudy at an

accredited coliege or university.

The Commonvealth sacondary school diploms may 2180 be issued to
applicants who are residents of this Commonvealth who do not
possess a secondary school diploma and who are not enrolled in 1

public, licenssd privste, registersd accredited or licensed

nonpublic secondary school when iﬁ?iiiigi:lfplji!ﬁi,ié@fi,iiii
determined by the Department on the high school level tests of

General Educational Development (GED). Persons ovér the age of
18 years may qualify for GED-testing upon request. Persons 16
to 18 years cf age may qualify for G¥D testing at the written

request of one of the following parties:
(1) An ewployer who requires a high school

credential for job opportunitiaes;



(11) An offictal of & college or university that accepts
spplicants or. the basis of GED test scores;

(111) A recruiting officer for a branch of the arsad forces

that requires a high cchool squivalency credential for
sutry of newv recruits; or

(1v) The director of a state institution on bahalf of ]
residents, patients; or immates upon their aanticipated
release or discharge from the institution.

(3) The Department will not ordinarily {ssue a diploma until after
the -last class of vhich the applicant was a wember has been
graduated. This restriction may bs waived by the Department
upon_the recommendation of the local school district for persons
16 to 18 years of age vho meet the higher education or GED

tequirement for the secondary school diploma.

() Torsign stutents. Forsign students vithout sducationsl cradencisls
may earn the Commonwealth Secondary School Diploma by meeting §5.15

(relating to credentials other than the high school diploma).

(b) Graduates of out-of-Stste, nonapproved schools. A graduste of a
secondary school in snother state that is not on an approved list of
secondary schools may earn an appropriate credentisl by passing an.
examination administered by the education agency of that state or by

its _designate or by meeting the requirements for a secondary school

diploms in §5.15 (relating to credentials other than the high school
diploms).

(c) Transfer students. Credit granted by a public school in this Common-
wealth shall be acceptad by all public schools and institutions in
this Commonveslth upon the transfer of a student.

§5.17. Allegations of deficiences:

(a) The Department will develop guidelines for handling all allegations
of curriculum deficiencies, The guidelines will provide for Department
notification of the appropriate school district superintendents or
intermediate unit directors. When investigsting an allegation, the

Department may require the school entity to submit any or all of the
following:

(1) VWritten plans for relevant planned courses: _—

(2) Written plans for a series of articulated planned courses.
(3) Scope and sequence charts.

(4) ' Information on staff assignments.
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(b) 1f the Departmant verifies a progrem deficiency the school entity

shall submit & plan to the Department to correct the deficiency.

(c) The Department will review the corrective actions vithin 1 year, snd

1f;th§iﬁiiiiiﬁ,ggcorgicgidwgﬁi,Biiart-nn;,ﬁill;iind a notice of

deficiency to the school entity. The notice shall be amnounced

publicly at the next regular school board meeting,

(d) The Department will take sppropriste actions if the sebool entity has
not corrected deficiencies after the notice of deficiency has been
_ announced at the school board meeting.
Bditor's Note: The remsinder of Chapter 5, appearing at 22 Pa. Code pages
7-21.1.1 (34849-50, 38509~-10, 50881-82, 28513-14, 17755-56, 47368-¢9, 33245-46,

69379-82, 34861-64, 30465-67); 1s Proposed to be deleted in its entirety.




