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ABSTRACT
In the late 19705, 1t became clear to a group. of

Kzrkibod Community College (KCC) faculty and-administrators that
fewer and fever students were taking humanities courses, that

students' selection of courses was usually imbalanced, and that most

had little idea of what the term "humanities" emB;acea With a grant

from the National Endowment for the_ Human;txesf(ﬁsn) the group .

developed an integrated human;t;es program- to replace the prevzuus

assortment of disconnected humanities courses. The most - 1mp6rtant
product of their effort was a significantly strengthened associate in
arts (AA) degree program. The new program stiffened core_ requirements
by increasing the number of general education credit hours_ required

for graduation; by restructuring the core. categor:es to_ensure a
better balance of exposure to humanities disciplines, and by -

decreasing the number of core courses_to _include. oniy the most

rigorous offerings. This description of KCC's humanities project

includes: (1) a brief summary of the prcgect. (2) a description of
the project's planning phase, during which requirements were
reviewed, a philosophical framework was developed, and
interdisciplinary connections were discovered; (3) a descr:ptxon of

the AA core curriculum, including lists of. general and_specific

degree-requirements and of core courses; (4) information on the

interdisciplinary general education course; "Encounters in

Humanities," which emphasizes the skill of ciztxcal inguiry; (5) a

summary of the NEH grant proposal; and (6) a brochure on arts and
sciences degree requirements. (EJV)
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ABOUT THELOGO = R
_ The Kirkwood Humanities Committee has adopted a footprint as its

logo; representing the conviction that study in the humariities is fundamental to
all education. The design is by Kirkwood artist Doug Hall, The quotation from
poet Matsuo Basho suggests the spirit of continuing inquiry which pervades the
humanities — and this project:
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ince 1979 a group of Ksrkwood faculty and adm'mstratms has
- worked together to bring greater coherence and wviability 1o Kirk-

wood's humanities program. We. oegart our work when it became

clear. in the late 1970s; that fewer and fewer students were taking

humanities courses, that their selection of courses was usually sadly imbal-

anced; and that._most of them.had little idca of what the term “humanities"

embraced. We sought to bunld an tntegrated humanttles program to replace an

assortment of dlsconnected humamtles courses.

We used a 1979-80 Consultancy Grant from the National Endow-

ment for the Humanities to help us arrive at a set of shared values about what

humanities at Kirkwood should mean: our program should foster- an educated

responsiveness to_humanities literature and artifacts; it should develop clear

thinking. through mquury and verbal expresston it should help students under-

stand the role of values in human life; and it should enable stiidents to under-

stand their culture in relation to other cultures past and present.

Based on our shared phtlosophy of what humanttles educatton
should mean, we used a 1981-82 Pilot Grant from NEH to design andintroduce

two -new interdiscigiinary humanities courses. Pianning and . Iaunchmg the

inquiry-centered courses drew faculty together, as faculty from various disci-

piines practlced a new approach to teaching humanities in college classrooms

as well as in faculty colloquia. Our evaluation of Kirkwood's core prcgram

continued . during the pilot grant, anrd in 1982 the Arts and Sciences faculty

approved a revision of core requurements Wthh would alleviate the croblems

we had identified at the oniset of our proiect -
- Thee result was a significantly- strengthened Associate degree pro-

gram, |mplemented in 1983. The number of required credit hours in humanities

disciplines was increased from eight to twenty .and the number ofcourses from

which those hours could be selected was decreased to include Unly our most

rigorous offertngs A change in the structure of core "ategorles ensured that

students would receive a balanced representation of humanities disciplines

(literature; arts and ideas; htstory and foreign languages). Onily those courses

which faculty have judged broad rather than specialized, _introductory rather

than advanced and which apply the methods and skills of the core discipline
are listed as ‘‘core” courses.

Ktrkwood § “Humanities” core category requtrestwelve credtt hours

(three courses), which must be divided between sub-categories “Literature”

and “Arts and Ideas.” An additional eight hours of work in humanities disciplines

are required in the category "History and Cultures,” which includes history and

continued



Humanities Project Summary coniinued = 2

foreign Ianguage courses: KlrkWood S total core requirement for aII categor:es

(Humnanities; History/ Cultures, Communication, Math and Science. and Social

Sciences) is 60 credit hours; 30 hours of elective credit complete the 90-hour
requirement for the Assocrate degree

Havrng built the institutional framework for a. strong core program

our- humenmes faculty is now working on a three-year academic development

project, Rather than designing new Jnterdlscrplinary offerrngs we have chosen

at this pomt to strengthen the. teaohlng of our traditinnal core courses and to

continae our tntegratton -of content and skllls through on-tioing study and

discussion. A $300 000 Coherence (;rant from NEH allows time for individual

scholarshlp and for group seminars — two of which are offered. wnthrthe
cooperation and support of the Unlversny of lowa. The grant also enables us to

add -a full-time position in philosophy to our._instructional staff, and to make

significant improvements in our library collection: Our three-yezr project will be

evaluated both internally and externally and will enable our faculty to work with

several professors from other colleges

Whrle we are proud of our core program and our two new_inquiry-
centered eourses the most obvious. products of our project; the collaborative

process through which we have worked deserves equal emphasrs Our meet-

ings have always-been open to anyone who is concerned with the |mportance of

humanities in higher education.. Our decisions_have emerged from considered
discussion; Ilvely debate; hard-faught cooperatlon Consequently Kirkwood's

core program and humanities project belong tc niany caring people. It is that

broad-based conviction and commitment which will make the program work for

our students.



SOCIATE OF ARTS CORE PRGGRRM

hen Kirkwood. aommumty eollege began |ts humanities pro;ect in

dune of 1979;a group of humanities faculty and administrators iden-

titied four. major problems: declining humanities enrollments;

decreasing hurnanities visibility on campus; confusion_ amang

students regardmg humanities core requirements, and a lack of co‘\est\ieness

and common purpose among humanities faculty. The problems were traced in

part to a degree stru~ture which required only two courses (eight credits) in hu-

manities. a1d allowed students the “freedom’ to select this minimal exposure to

the humanities from among over s;xty discrete courses. Many students re-

ceived Associate of Arts degrees without ever studying literature; others, with-

out even a basic unde'standtng of history; most, without the slightest sense of

what the term “humanitizs” embraced. Since 1979, we have workedtogether to

bUIld a coheswe and integrated humanities program io reéplace our assortment

of dlsconnected humantttes courses; andto strengthen the requirements forthe
Associate degree cross all core areas

The imiost. tmportant product of our work is a significantly-

strengthened Associate degree program implemented in 1983. The new pro-

gram stiffened core requirements in three ways: by increasing the number of

general educattoncredlt hours reuutred for graduation, by restructuring the core

categories toensure a better balance of exposure to humanities disciplines; and
by decreasing the number of core courses to include only our most rigorous

offerings.-The new requirements for the Associate of Aris degree are:

Hiiiiiiiiitlos. 12 quarter hours, including both Literature and Arts and Ideas

ﬂatli.matlcs lna Sclonco 12 quarter hours, including both Mathemat-

ics and Science__ }
Social Sclences: 12 quarter hours

Communication: 12 guarter hours

Additional distributive requirement: 4 guarter hours; from : any core

The total number of credrts requrred for graduatlon is 90 unde. our

new program 60 of those credits must be from the restricted list of core courses.

In restricting core lists; faculty asked_questions. such as:

— Is the course broad, rather than specialized?

— Is the course introductory, rather than advanced?

— s the course. comparable or parallel to a umversny core course"
dtscrplme"

— Does the course mclude strong content"

— Does the course explore primary texts? -

Final decisions on courses rested with the faculty who teach in each corearea.

continued



Assoclate of Arts coniinued — 7

i Krrkwood s Humantttes core category is dwtded into therature and
Arts and ldeas Students must take at least one course in each division. The
therature offerings have been pared to include as core only our traditional
literature sequences. Arts and |deas includes Appreciation of Art: History of Art,

Appreciation of Music; and introductory courses.in theater, fiim, philosophy and

religion. An interdisciplinary humanities course, Encounters in Humanities (dis-

cussed separately in more detatl) is the only humanrttes course which can be

counted as either a_Literature or Aris and Ideas core course. A new core

category, History-Cultures, separates history and foreign languages disciplines

from the other humanities courses in order to broaden students’ exposuretothe

humanities.
Though the Klrkwood h manlttes faculty spearheaded the changes

in our core curriculum; we would not have been successfulin bringing about this

major institutional change had we not from thebegtnnlng of our work sought

advice from faculty. and administrators in other disciplines. We realized a need

not just to build the humanities; but to provide a coherent balanced education to

Arts and Sciences students: We were willing to listen and to compromise when

colleagues in other areas feared that humanmes growth seemed dispropor-

tional. The four-hour distributive requirement which keeps the History-Cultures
core requirement at eight credits, rather than 12, is an example of a concession
which preserved harmony within the liberal arts.

Hawng established the institutional framework for a strong progrt m

of degree requirements; the Kirkwood humanities faculty now-begins a three-

year academic development pro;ect supported by the Nattonal Endowment for
the Humanities, Kirkwood, and the University of lowa. Our primary goal in this

project is_not to design new core courses, but to strengthen the teaching of our

traditional core courses and to continue workiivg for better integration of human-

ities content and skills. Our grant will allow humanities faculty time for individual

and group study; it will heIp fund the addition of a full-time phtlosophyteacherto

our staff. it will support additions to our library; finally, it will provide the opportun-

ity for our faculty to work with external professors andevaluators as a check and

balance to our own process of continuing review and evaluation of our liberal
arts program:

We remember Ovrd s. words from the Flrst Century B.C.that

fazthfa/ study of the liberal arts humanizes character and permils it not 1o be

crue/ We hope that the students enrolled in our program will reflect the faith
and commitment of the many people who have shaped their study.

continued



Gémmll Dbgrn chulriiﬁinti

1. Earn a minimum of 90 quarter hours of credit.
2. Earn the last 24 credit hours in residence at Kirkwood:

3. Maintain @ minimum cumulative grade point average of 2 00
4. _ Satisfactorily complete 8 quarter hcurs in Composition and 4 quarter hours
in Speech.

Spoclflc chulroinontt for thc Anbélito of Arts Degree

1 . Complete general requurements descnbed above.
2. Complete group requirements as follows: .
A. Humanities: 12 quarter hours; including at least 4 hours in L|terature
and at least 4 hours in Arts and Ideas: .

B. Mathematics/Science: 12 quarter hours, including at 'east one course
in Mathematics and at least one course in Science:

C. Social Sciences: 12 quarter hours;

D. History anc Cultures: 8 quarter hours;

E. Distributed requirements: 4 quarter hours from among the above four

categones

_Humanities drscuplrnes comprise two areas ofcore Humanities, and History

and Cultures:

2 The student 5 mlnlmum requlrement m humanrttes d|SC|pl|nes |s 20 quarter
hours 1 2 in Humanltues (dlvuded betWeen Ltterature and Arts and ldeas) and an

the student S readlng wntnng and speakmg skulls and thus represents arelated

area of instruetion. It should also be noted that humanities faculty (literature)

teach composition; ard.that speech faculty have been part of the humanities

projeit since its inception. Composition and speech courses will be an impor-

tant parn of a coherent core program — partrcularly so inrelationto the humani-
ties disciplines.

continued
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HUMANITIEG CORE COURSES
Literature -

LT004T Ai‘h’ii’léin Literaiure I 4
&5 IKe major works and writers of Amernican-iderary herllage from ifs

beginning to the mid-19th century Works are s:cdied in therr caltoral and
nistoricat context Prereq CM101T (4/0)

LTO0ST American Literature 1i 4
Examines the major works and writers of American iiterary hentage from the
mid-19th centiiry 10 the present Works are studied in their cuiturai and his-
torical context. Prereq CM101T (4/0)

igﬁiiT Encountere in Humanities 4

By asking a series of questions about various examples of human activity

(terature, phllosophy history, visual aris and mosiZ). the course teaches a

method of inquiry for use in understanding and apprecialing the humanities
@, . B

LTI01T  introduction to Fiction ]

Examines a variety of short stories and ngvels from ihe 19th ceniury 1o the

present Teaches the student a method of interpretive analysis. and intro-
duces the student to a wide variety-ot problems and themes that one typically

explores through fiction Prereq CMtOlTor consenit of insirictor (470i

LT102T  introduciion to Dramatic Literature 4
Explores drama as a Unique Jiterary genre - Students examine -major move-

ments and themes in the development of dramatlic literatire in the West The

standard-dramatic-literary analysis techniques are used o examine a number

of major plays . P[erea CM101Tor consent of instrucior (470}

LT103T Introduction to Poetry 4

Deyelgps sklll in |nterprgt|ng the ele nents of the formai slructure of Doelry

and evaluates different theories of how poems gain meaning The siidy de-

velops a perceptive acquaintance with a large number and vanety of the

world's poetry Prereg CM101T or equivalent [470)
LT201T

Masterpieces of Literature: The Ancient )
Worid 4

Analyzes selected wrmngs from me B.ble. Greek drama and Greek and Ro

or equwalent 14/0)

LT202T Masterpleces of Literature: Medteval

Renaissance and Neo-classical Periods 4
Sludues epic poetry of-the- medieval period. some of Chaucer's works. and

some of Shakespeare's plays and poetry These works afe explored using-a

combination of generic.- social-cuitural, mythicai and comparatwe ap-

proaches Pretea CM101Tor equalent {470)

Centuries 4
Dvscusses selecled p-ose and poetry -of 19th-and 20th century Europe and

Amernca Works will be read as masterpieces of art ang studied by employmg

a combination of critical approaches Prereq CM101T or equivalent (4/0)

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Arts end ldees L )
ATO0IT Art Appreclntlon I 3
Provides an overview of art from a huslorlcal conlemuorary and aesthetic
frame of reference Recommended for non-art majors (470

ATO02T  Art History: 15thCentury. . .. . 4
Studies architecture. s¢ ulplure and pamhng from pre hlstory lD Rome (d /O)

ATOO3T  Art History 15th Century to 19th Century 4

Studies architecture; sc ulpture and painting from the medieval period through
the 18th century {4/0)

AT004AT  Art Hlstory 20th Centlry ] ]

Studies architecture. sculpture and painting in the 19tk and 20th centuries
(4/0)

Encounters in Humanltles 4

g a senes of quesnons abou various examples of human -activity

{literature. phiiosophy. history. visual arts and music). the course teaches a
method of inquiry for Use in understandmg and appreciating the humanities
(4/0)

HUDCIT Encounters WIth Ethlcs 2

Introdaces theoretical ethics, the Study of standards of conduct, human vai-

ues and moral judgment Ethical concepts such as justice, haman rights and

responsibility are examined from different perspectives An inquiry methog is

applied 10 the discussion of ethical issues drawn from life experiences. lit-
wrature and current periodicais (2/0)

LT211T  introduction to Film &

Covers film hlslory criticism and analysis-of major iims  The works of Chaplin,

Fenor. Cocteau. Bergman. Antonioni and Traffaut are viewed and analyzed

Enphasizes criticism and analysis of film as an artistic medium: and the
I stonical and societal 'mplications of film Prereq CM101T or equivalent. {4/
FRO01T - Introduction to Philosophy 4
Examines the !oundahons of philosophical thought in the West from Des-

cartes to t sent day with emphasis on probiems of ethics. aesthetics.
epistemology and met: sics {4/0) -
PRO02T  Introduction lo neliéian o 3

I-ciudes & consideration of the great religious traditions Basic forms beliefs
engd funthons of religion 2re examined in relation to society (4/0) B
DR101T  introduction to Theater : 3

“his course requires no previous theater experience Introduces the student

0 1he roles of acior- difector. designer. playwnght-and critic. and it provigdes

3 brief nistory of the art The Student also learns the basics of play analysis

and the lechmques lor crmiming a Ive production (4/0)

Deals with various Iegal and ethacal issues aﬂectmg the media. Libel, pnvacy

obscenity, privilege. access. copyright and other contemparary issues in-

volving-the Fitst Amendment-are- inciuded. Also inciuded Is a section dealing
with the duties and respons:bllltue§ ©of the media practitioner in contemporary
society Prereq JO101T or instructor permission (2/0) :
MUOI1T  Music Apprfecfiaﬁtion 3

Inciudes elements and lypes of mgsic with Some attenticn 16 major periods
and composers (470)

continued
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HISTORY AND CULTURES CGRE COURSES

FLODIT Wﬁiioiquqtlry Frcnch ] 4

Develops fundamental skills in the French language Thie ‘emphasis s on

acquiring the proficiency to communicate with the native speaker in everyday
situations. Inclodes activities that promote an understanding and knowledge

of French-speaking peoples and their culture (4/0)

FLO002T _ Elementary French Il 3
Continues Elemenlary French |.Prereq: FL001T or equivalent (E/O)
FLOO3T - Elementary French Il 4

Continues Elementary French Il Prereq FLOO2T or equivalent (4/0)
FLOOAT Intermediate French | , S |

Develops fundamental skills in the French language The emphasis is on

acquiring the prohcuenCy {0-converse easily with the native speaker on gen-

eral topics and 1o read contemporary materials Includes activities that pro-
mote an.understanding and knowledge of French-soeaking peoples and their
coliote. PrEreq Ft003T or equivalent (570

FLOOST Inlermedlate French Il ]
Develops Iundamemal skills in the French language. The emphasis 's on

acquiring the proficienCy to converse easily with the native speaker on gen-

eral topics and to read contemporary materials Includes activities that pro-
mote an understanding and kriowledge of French-speaking peopie and their

culture Prereq FLOOAT or equivalent (5/0)

FLOOTT _ French Civilization | 3

Provudes readmgs on FrdnCe e French people and their way of-lfe, -and

economy Course is condumed in French May be taRen as independent

study Prereq FLOOST or equivalent (3/Q) -
FL009T Ftench Clvllileibn III : 3

Provides readings on the coltural heritage of the French irom the Wdle ngs

to the-present Units inciude: literature. music. art, drama Course 1s con-
ducted.in French May be taken-as independent study Prereq FLODST or

equivalent May be repeated for credit (3/0)

Fto10T Elemen(ary German ] : 8
Develb:is fondamental Skills in the German language - The -emphasis is on

acquinng the proficiency 10 communicate with the native speaker in everyday
situations -Includes activities that promote an-understanding and knowiedge

of_the people af Germany and ther culture . (470)

FLO1MT . EIemantary German II : 4
Continues Elenlenlary German ! Prereq FLOTOT or equivaient {3/0)
FLO12T  Elementary German Il 4

Continues Elementary German Il Prereq FLO11T or equivalent (4/0)

Q
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FLO023T Intermediate German | ... 3

Develops fundamental skills in the German language. EmphaS|zes acquiring

the proficiency to converse easily with the native speaker on general fopics

and 1o read contemporary matenals Inclades actwities that promiote the

understanding and knowledge of German people and their culture. Prereq

FLO12T or eqmvalenl (3/0)

FL024T Intermediate German ]| 3
Continies Inlermedlale German |. Prereq' FLO23T or equivalent. (3/0)
FLO25T Intermediate German Il . 3
Continues Intermediate German II Prereq FL024T or equivalent.

FLOI3T  Elementary Spanlshl S ]

Develops fundamental skills in the Spanish |anguage The emphams is on

acqumng theprohclenCy to-communicate with the native speaker in everyday

situations Includes activities that promote an understanding and knowledge

of the Spanish-speaking peoples and their culture (4/0)

Elementary Spanish i1 © g

FLO14T ) tary

Continues Elemenlary Spamsh] Prereq FtOJST or equuvalent (4/0)
FLO1ST  Elementary Spariish Ill - 4
Cmynggg Elememary Spanish il Prereq FLO14T or equivaient {4/0)
FLO16T- Intermediate Spanish: Conversation 5

Deveiops fundarmenial skills in ihe Spanish ianguage. Emphasizes acquiring

the proficiency to converse &asily with the native speakei on general {opics

Inciudes activities that promote an underslandmg and knowledge of Spanish-
speaking peoples and their culture Prereq FLO15T or equivaient (570
FEO17T  Interme

Develops fundamental skills in the Spanish languageWEirpgq 3

the proficiency 1o read contemperary materials. Includes activities that pro-
mote an understanding and knowledge of Spanish-speaking peoples and their

Intermediate Spanish: Reading 5
:zes acqumng

culture Prereq. FLO15T or equivalent. (5/0)
FLO19T Spanlsh Clvlilzatlon S 3

Provides 'eadmgs on Spaln the people andrlhe Iand their -istory-and way

ofife Students may choose to emphasize a special interest area Conducted
in Spanish May be taken as independent siudy Prereq FLO17T or equiva-

lent_May be repeated for credit (3/0)

FLO20T Spiﬁlsh-ﬁmerléin Civilization 3
Provndes readmgs on the Spanlsh -Speaking counthes of the Western Hem|

sphere Student may choose a special interest area’ Mexico. Central Amer-

ica. South Amenca or some common aspect of ail or several of these coun-

tes Conducted in Spanish Prereq FLO17T or equvalent May be repeaied
for credit (370)

continued
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HY001T v. s Histury (17th and 16th Century) 3
Surveys the social. palitical and.economic history -of the- United States-with

emphasis on the forces resulting in the emergence of the new nation to the
Age of Jackson {a/0) .
RY002T U.S. History (19th Century) |

Surveys the social. Inited

tical and economic history of the United States from
the Age of Jackson to the Progressive Era (470}

HYOOST u. S Hlstory (20th Century) 4
Sutveys. the social, political and economic history of the United States from

the Progressive Era_to the present. (4/0) - :
HYMGT Europu lri the Age of Monarchy l

of Western cavnlnzanon in Europe from the Middle Ages to Apsolatism and
Constitutionalism (3/0)

b

O
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in the Age ol Revolutlons . .4

Studies four revolutions — the Scaéninflc the French; the Industrial and the

19th Cenltury Liberal revolutions — that changed the traditional Western so-

ciely into the modern world (4/0)

HYO018T EUropo In the Age of Natlonallsm 4
Examines themes of modern European civilization. Emphasis is on the de-

velopment of nationalism, the rise of Commanism and Fastism, and the
cthanges in the present sociely. (4/0)

IS047T . Understanding Cultures , s
Exarmiries ther Culture of-a particular country Special emphasis-is placed on

contemporary political. economic: religious. businiess and social ingtitutions

The student also fearns *'survival'* skills useful in business trips to the coontry
under study (4/0)

continued
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c:tnlug Littlng
Core Courses

COMMUNICATION -
CM101T Composition | «:iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnein.s 4
CM102T Compositionlor !
CM117T Composition Il Technical Wrmng i il it 4
CM204T Speech Communication or :
CM201T Public Communication: .. ::iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.. 4
JO1oiT Intro. to Communications Media .

L (DlstnbutlveReq only):ciiiiiiiiaiiniiiniiiininai. @
HUHANI‘I’IFS
Literature - - - : R
LT004T American Literature |
LTO05T American Literature Il ;
IS042T Encounters in Humanities {Lt. or A/I) ...... Tiiiiiiiiiiis 4
LT101T INtro. 10 FICtON «.vvvvevenvnennnioice. ;;;::::::;:;:;;;:5
LT102T Intro. to Dramatic Literature ........:..:::0::::0:2:2..:. 4
LT103T INtrO. t0 POBITY cvvo vt v e venvviiiinniisoiocioioioinie 4
LT201T Masterpieces of Lit: Ancient World .....:::.:::::::::::.: 4
LT202T Masterpieces of Lit: Medieval, Renaissance

- Neoclassical .....oevviseenninnriiiiiiii iz 4

LT203T Masterpieces of Lit: 19th & 20th Centuries ;... ciiiiiiii 4
Arts & Id.u -
ATO001T Art Apprecnatton e e ese st eeaieisiiiiiiiiii: 4
AT002T Art History: Pre=15th Century ...................-.--::.- 4
AT003T Art History: 15th-19th Century ..............cc0......... 4
AT004T Art History: 20th Century . ..oevvvnvneennnennrnnsioieecs: 4
1S042T Encounters in Humanities (Lt O A71)...........:..00:::: 4
HU007T Encounters with Ethics ................ . 0000 000000:: 2
LT2117T 121 (g2 (o I 1 £ 2 A ST |
PROO1T Intro. to Philosophy........cooeviiiinnniiiiniaiice: 4
PRO0O2T INtro. to Religion «...oviieiivninnniiniiiiiiniin: &
DR101T Intro. to Theater .....oovveiiininieannninnniiioioniios. 4
CM319T Legal & Ethical Issues in Communication .. .............. 2
MUO11T Music Appreciation. . ..........eueieunnenniiiioiiioo 4
SOCIAL SCIENCES .~
ECO16T Contemporary Econom»c Problems...................... 4
EE013T Princ: of Economics (Macro) ........oveuevnnnennonnn... 4
EC014T Princ. of ECONOMICS (MICr0) .. vvvevvnnnnenreennnnnn.. 4
EV007T Energy To0ay «o:iiiviviverrnneunininnnenannnnnnnnnn, 1
EV001T Man in the Environment: Atmosphere.................... 1
EV002T Man in the Environment: Hydrosphere ................... 1
EVO03T Man in the Environment: Lithosphere .................... 2
GE001T Human Geography - iiiiiieeuniiineeinnnnnnennnnss 4
LE0OST Intro. to Criminal Justice ............. e riiertereeeaes 4
PS002T American Fédégaggcgggqment e it 4
PS008T Comparative Gogggqments ........... e 4
PS004T International Reiatlons e et et et e, 4

1 p) continued




Associate of Arts contmued -8

PS006T IowaGovernment.........................;;;;;;; .... . 4
PY004T Education Psychology & Measurement ...............::: 4
PY023T Exceptional Child .........coviviiiiinnnnneioiiiiinei: 4
PY002T General Psychology..........................;;i;;;;;; 4
PY020T Psych. of Growth & Development..............:.:...::: 4
PY039T Social Psychology S S S TR -
SO007T CHMINOIOGY « v vvvtiiie e iiiieiiinienneniniinniis 4
S0008T Intro. to Cultural ARthropoIogY .« ......uueesssvniciioozo: 4
S0004T INtro. 10 SOCIOIOgY + + v v e veeeeeiie i eeennnnniiiess: 4
SO011T Juvenile Delinguency & DevianCy..........coovunnnaiois 4
S0O005T Marriage & the Family .........coeuvviiiiiinnnniss. 4
S0O006T SOCIal PrOBIEMS o vvveveeeeeee e eieieiinnnnnnn.. &
Swo10T Human Services Policies & Programs B -
MATHEMATICS/SCIENCES
MAOQ50T Math. for Liberal AS ..........cooiiiiiiiiennnnnn.. 4
MAO31T Intermediate AIGebra .......oovveeeeeneeneenenennnns 5
MA032T College AIGEDra .ottt e, 5
MAOQ33T Lo oL ge T 1T (P 5
MAO034T ANV GBOMEBIY ..\ttt e e, 5
MA035T CalculuS et e, 5
MA036T Calculus 1l o ettt e e 5
MAQ37T o 5
MAOS2T CaICUIUS IV ettt et ettt 5
MAO53T Differential EQUAtIONS . .« ...ovviviin e eeeinneennnn.. 5
MAQ040T LinearAlgebra..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin... 5
MAD4 T Fundamentals of SlallSllCS ............................. 5
MA043T Finite Math « . i it 5
MAOS1T BuSINesS CalCulUS « & viuuirueernn e eiiieeaennnnnns 4
BY030T Principles of Biology - eivueerruiieeeiinneineennnn.. 4
BY031T Blologyg[gggsnlsms;;;; .............................. 4
BY032T Environmental Blology e e e e e, 4
BY047T Intro. GenetiCs .. . ittt 4
BY034T Invert: Zoology | it iieiuuneeeniin i, 4
BY035T Invert. Zoology II O 4
BYO036T Vert Zoology ..ot it e 4
BYO037T Vert. Zoology Il ..... T 4
BYO039T Human Anatomy & Physiology | l ........................ 4
BY040T Human Anatomy & Physiology ll..........covveeeunn.... 4
BY041T Human Anatomy & Physiology Ill ....................... 4
EVOO1T Man in the Environment: Atmosphere.................... 3
EV002T Man in the Environment: Hydrosphere ................... 3
£v003T Man in thﬁejnvuronment Lithosphere .................... 2
EV007T Energy Today ... ittt 3
BY042T Microbiology | ... i il 5
BY043T Microbiology 1. . ittt 4
EADO1T Intro: Geology - - R PP PR 4
EA003T Intro. Geology Lab ©.:iiiiiiiveiiiiiiiineiiiiininenn.. 1
BY019T General Botany 1. ... i il i 4
BY020T General Botany 1l .. ioiiiiiii i eieieieeeeanannnnns 4
continued
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Assoclate of Arts coninued — 9

CHOO1T Princ. of Che:distry {lecturey......................:::::: 3
CHO01T Princ. of Chemistry flab) .......................:.:::00:: 1
CHoo2T Fund. of Organic Chemistry ........................2::: 4
CHO03T Fund. of Biochemistry ............................::::: 4
CHOO7T N 1 (41 (o] o I
CHO005T General Chemistry I.............c.ccccveesennnnniiii B
CHO06T General Chemistry l .....................ccvvuuiiii: 5
CHO004T Quantitaiive Analysis ....................evvunn..ii::: B
CHoo8T Organic Chemistry ..ot s &
CHO09T Organic Chemistry 1l ... e &
CHO10T Organic Chemistry ... ...ooeeei e, 4
PHOO7T ASITONOMIY & vete et eeetnnne e ieetienessennnannannnns 4
PHOOST 21st Century Intro. Physucs ............................. 4
1S008T- Scienceand Society ... 4
PHO01T College PhyS|cs e e e 4
PH002T Colleye PhYSICS 1l .ot e e, 4
PH003T College PhySiCS Nl «..ovuveee e, 4
PHO04T General Physics ...t 4
PHOOS5T General PhySICS 1 ..ot e 4
PHOOBT General Physics 1. .....ouueneiee e, 4
1S010T. Man EVOIVING . .. oveee et 4
EGO15T INtro. to ENGINEeNING .. ...ovvvvee e, 3
EG007T Engineering Graphics | ........ovverneeeeeeennnn, 3
EGO10T SIS o 3
EGO11T Dynamics ....... e e e e e 5
EGO12T Thermodynamics | «...o..uueeeiuunneeieneneanennnn.. 6
EGO16T Problem-Solving Using Structured Language ............. 5
EG008T Intro..to. Engineering Computations ...................... 3
EGO09T Materials SCIBNCE .. .....oviiiiiiii i S
EGO13T Intro. to Electrical §g|ence ............................. 5
EG014T Mechanics of Deformable Bodies....................... 5
EA002T Evolution of the Eanth. ......oooouuiiie e 4
EACO4T Evolution of the Earth (lab) ............................. 1
PHOIT Medical PhySiCS & iiiiniuiinii e 4
HISTORY-CULTURES :
FLOOIT Elementary Fregglj BT e 3
FLoo2T Elementary French Il ..ocioiiii ... 4
FLOO3T Elementary French Il . .iiiiii ... 3
FLOO4T Intermediate French .. . . i ..., 5
FEOBST Intermediate French Il ... ... i i o u i, 5
FLoo7T French Civilization 1 ... i i i, 3
FEOO8T French Civilization 1. ... i i e, 3
FLOOST French Civilization Il : i .iiiiiiiiiiiin ... 3
FLo10T Elementary German |  iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin... 4
FLO1T Elementary German Il -:c.iciiiii i, 3
FLo12T Elementary German 11l ... i, 3

continued
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Assoclate of Arts continied — 10

FLO23T Intermed|ate GEIMAN e v oo 3

FL0O24T Intermediate German Il ...........ooiuiiiniiiennnann... 3
FLO25T Intermediate German Il ... ... ..ot 3
FLO13T Elementary Spanish |00 i i i 4
FLO14T Elementary Spanish [l ... i it 4
FLO15T Elementary Spanish Il 2. i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn... 4
FLO16T Intermediate Spanish: Qggygrgatlon ..................... 5
FLO17T Intermediate Spanish: Reading ......................... 5
FLO20T Spanish American Civilization .......................... 3
FLO1ST. Spanish Civilization < . iiiiiiiiiiii i 3
HY016T Europe: Age of Monarchy . ii i iiiiiiiiiiianiiin... 4
HYO17T Europe: Age of Revolution -...iiiiii.i.iiiiviieiinn.... 4
HY018T Europe: Age of Totalitarianism .. .........o.............. 4
HY001T U.S: History: 17th & 18th Century ....................... 4
HY002T U:S: History: 19th Century . ..o . oo iiiina...... 4
HY003T U:S: History: 20th Centory:z . iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin...... 4
1S047T Understanding Culture <. . o it iiiiiiiiiiieiiieieann. 4




Kirkwood Commiitiity College

Edue&tton wn’t play — and 1t

can't be made to look like play. It
is hard hard work. But itcan be -

.- Hmm is Edison
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GenernlﬁRequirements for the Assoclate of Arts

Assoclate of Science or Associate of Science/Career

Option Degrees

1. Farn a mmnmnn an() quartcr hour< ul R r(‘dil anulmnp, hours
after ‘ re s W

irderse mdm;, thiat 24 quaricr hmw- of vovational technical
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4 :.mph 1 Hu Core CoNrse regiiire ments s r(qmrul ﬁ»rlhv rlc‘gr(-c
songhi M

[ Associate Associate Career
Core Course Requirements of Arts _ of Sclence Option*®
teredil honirs)

Communicdation Aris 12 12 12
Humonities lat least 4 lirs. 1 Cilenitire 12 - -
and s deast 3 hess o Arts and Ideas) ) )
Sociat Sciences 12 s s

M,nh( TS S

Ciices UGF AA degree, it 12 30 3

least one coiese it Mathenutics and at
leuist oiie cutirse 111 Sticiices

thnrl(.ll ( nllnl i o 8 —
1

S(‘l('n( s M llh( nEities Scienees

ical/Cultural)

”llllhllllll(\ ”l\l(lll(.ll ¢ liiiiif'.ﬂ = .8 R

tabeat graduation re (|llll( nients, contact vour
acvisor or the advisine center.
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cone areas of Comnmnncation-Arts . Homaninies, Socitd Seienees
ALath Seietiees tnid Historv Coltoie /'(lllmlu..h there Gt exeepitini
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v.)nlnsqph\ .itid rcilglnn — and thev are also a-way - nking
serspective of the humanimﬁ 1s informed by historical. Iitcr'm' aes-
hetic

and phtlosophical knowledge. The practice oflhc humaniticsis
videiiced thatgh the creative and expressive use ~anguage: texts
md other artifacts of human experience.

l hmuLh the hiinnanities, students come into contact wnh thcnrh(-nl
wie and begin to nnderstand e connection of thai heritage with the
piresetit Tliev develop sensitivity to others through exploring com
mon haman experiences.-and diev learm o respond appreciatively to
(he arts. I this wav. the study of the humanities maintains and

advanees enjure and civ ilizatioii.

“Do not seek fo. foliow in the footst(’pe ofthe men of
old: seek what they sought.” '
- Matsuo Basho

Ih( 1ot ‘.m(l Jnsul th(-humanlu(-s represent prmn.u de of human
"""""""" oit. Alsa. the practical oiiemne of the study
ol hnm Hties is !I\( de )pm( ntof skill in the nse ef Linguage and n!'
the mind-which will enable stiideiils o jiirticipate iore fullvina rich

ringe of public and private human experiences,

Core courses o
Catalog Credit

number Coursc title hours
thernture
LToodt American Literatare 1. L R
LTO0ST American Literature 1. .. . o 4
LTO0H American Literature 111 T 1
1SO2°T Encounters in Hmn.nn(l(-s ttorAh oo . . 1
ot lmmdmnnn 1o Fl(lhm Lo Collaal i 4
Lot tnrroduction to Dramatce Literadore .0 00 4
IREIRE lmmdn(lmiumlm-m, 4
20 kS Hi & 4
IRAVERN M 3
- Medieval, Renais -
IESUERY Aisterpieces nl'l;iu i
19th & 201h Centuries

o Arts & Ideas ,
Ao ’\;[Ap])runll«)n Lol I
E ANEER Nii Histore: Pre I5th Cerittiin B
P i distens l")xh 191h Centun 1
PO Art History. 200h Century |
et Introduction to Thealer ... .0 .. 4
iy Focounters in Humanities (LT o A1) 4
LUt Introduction to Film . i
[ A NEST Miradiieiion o Philosopiliieii l ST R
Pt troduction to Phuiosoptiv 8]
L] ftioduetion to Rehginn }
N Miiste Apprectitini i

Qo
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Communication Arts Core B
Communication 15 the process by which students-build relation-
ships. conduct ‘business. resolve conflicts and exchange informa:
tion and tdeas. Language pervades everything students do. Skiliful
communication in both:spoken and written language s funda-
mental to sticcess ini daliy life. Effective communication is essen-

lial in opcrating organizations and social Systems. understanding
behavior: and creatiiig and sharing human experiences. Because

“Communication is o relationship what
breathing is to maintaining life." -
' — Virginia Satir

the communicition process-is nof a fixed body of content or a | 5

closed_svstem of niles; studerits must always explore possible
applications (o discover_how knowledge. applies to_peoplc and
events —and situations which preseit life's opportunity a-d
challenge.

Masieny of language and continuing cffort to learn to ase itiis
primary meditiii of communication eflectively wil enable all of us
o betier understand ourselves others, human perception aiid
beh; and the systems and environments with whieh we jive,
The goals of communications courses in a liberal arrs educition
are to improve the condltions ol -human interaction and: to
increase stidents”-consciousness of how language can be used i
the building and sharing of human concepts and expericnces. 3y
Meeting the: ever-¢ .apging challenges of coinmunication: siu.

dents develop skill in building relationships. enhancing the ual-
ity of life.and streng hentng human power toenstire the surviva of
the species.

Core courses
Catalog S Credit
number  Course title hours
CMIDIT
CM1027T

CMI117T C i | :
CM204T  Speech Commuinication .. ... .. il 4
Ll - oR . . :
CM201T  Public Communicacon. ... e RO
1

PROO7T Basic Reasonitng ........... ... 7
. - lusc onlv for Distributed Requitrement)
JOWT Tiitrodiiction e, Commuiiiciitions Media . 4
B 2 - —luse only for Distribiited Requirement)
Social Sciences Core .
The soclal sclences are based on the scarchfor general principles of

human behavior. The social science disciplines share (wo goals: 1)
explahning, predicting. and ultimately shaping human behavior,
and 2} mastering the niethods of analvzing behavior. They: use the

sclentific method. This means their explanations and predictions

are based upon:Information gained and conclusfons drawn from
observation and study of real haman behavior in the real world.

In sonie ways every person is liké all other peo- | xA

ple: like some other people: like no oiher people.
| ~adapred 'friiiiiwi ‘Ivd Kiuckhohn
Anied Herx Mineiy g

- stdents dearn both whint soctil Scien
Hsts v diriiod siboud Tiirman Detiviar Gnd about researels
privte o the patieals ficld. Fogher they ledirn

wavs iif terpreting rescarch for the piirpose of understanding
Sand predicting hunii beliivior
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“There is no place on earth and no race which is
not capable of producing the finest types of

humanity., givei fable opportunities and

cducation.”

"PAAS'S Varics across discip Chology Js the stidy of
human thoughts. actions and feelings, hiow they dew lop and fune-
tion as a result of bologlcal and environmental influenices, Soclol-
ofy inquiresinto the originsand furictioning of social institutions.
Economics deals with the basic-problem of how huinan belnigs
make use of their scarce economic resources to satisly unlimited
human wants and examines human behavior as caEnci‘s; consu-

mers and investors. Government and political Scienec fields probe

human utilization of resources and priorities in the distribution of
resources. Geography explores human behavior in relation tocul-
ture and environment:

Core courses
Catalog = o Credit
number  Coitrse title hours
ECOI3T  PHuciples of Economics (Macrol . . . :
ECOI4T  Principles of Ecotiomics (M ero) ..
ECol6T Contemporary Economic Problems .
EVOOIT  Man in the Environment: Atmosphicre

EVOO2T  Man in the Environment: Hydrosphere. ..
EVOO3T  Man in the Efivtifonment Lithosphere .. ..
EVOO7T  Energy Today.............. Celillolino o
GEOOIT  duman Geography ... . ... .. e .
LE009T Introduiction 0 Criminal Justice. .

PSO02T Amncriean Federal Governmienit:: .

I'S004T  Internattonal Relations.. ... . .

PSO0BT  fowa Government ..... ... .. .. .. .

PSOOBT Comparative Governments . -

PY002T  General Psvchology.......... .. ...

PYO20T  Psychiology of Growth & Deveiopment .

PYOO3T Educational Psychology & Measiireiiiciii
PYO39T  Soclal Psychology ...... .. ..........
PY024T  Exceptional Child .............. ..

S0004T  Introduction to Sociology: ;. ... .. .
SO005T  Marrtage & the Family ... ..
SO006T  Sociil-Preblems s

e de dal G e da i Ge e b e v N e fa s

SOOIIT  Juvenile Deltiiguiciicy & Peviancy . .
SWOI0T  Human Service Policles & Programs © ...

ol da da . bl

Pt T VP i PR Bt
Historical/Cultural Core @ .
Thiscorearea consists of courses iii historv and forciin languages:
disciplines which brodden students’ world views :1d improve
thelr cross-cultural understanding: = = - )
Natlons and cultures do 1ot grow in isolation nor do they remain
static. All cultures arc the product of a legacy shared with others

around the world. The United States and its instit utiois — polti-
cal. economic. religious. familial and social — began. not as original
inventions: bat as ideas and practices firsteonceived bypeopleina
distant past. tested and reflned through history. and finally
adapted-to.become distinctly thetr owi. Tlie studv of history gives
students the background needed to understand the origins :ind
essetice of their cultural inakeny: it lielps them recogiiize thie bases
of their traditienal values and evihaate the functions of their

institutioris:

Mahaima Gandhi

Whes- 1ory Britggs a perspective ol tme toa peesoi's wopld
Wew. . IVvol iinguages adds space RS preaple disregard
boundaries wihich isokite G i atedorize. Learning o lorews Lin
Buage Is learning: to communicate with peoplis whics AlS6 B g
Hiique lstorv and a distiisetice Wov o lile Hois also diseovern o
different Wiy of ihinking and saang. Stodents perceiie vilies
while apprecinimg whet is cilicibilic i ilis, Thev hecone corfd
baotied
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number  Course title ) L
HYOI6T  Europe ifi the Age of Monarchy. .

HY0I17T  Europe in the Age of Revolution ........... ...
HYOIST E in the Age of Nationallsm. . ... ... .. e

HYOOIT U Histowy: 17th & 18th.Century .. ..

Eours
4

4

4
171 4
HYDO2T US. History: 19th Century. ;... ... ... R |
HY003T 1.8, Histo 20thCentuty..................... &
IS047T  Uniderstanding Cultures.,....... ... ... . 4
SO00HT  Introduction to Cultural Anthrop oY ......... 4
4

3

4

5

5

3

4

3

4

5

5

4

4

4

FLOOIT E!q‘memaryls‘rérfchl.......................;;;

FLOO2T  Elementary French If....... ... .. ...

FLoo3T Elémentary French il ...c..ccco.c. 007

FLOOAT  Intermediate Frerichl.......... ... .. "
FLOOST Intermediate French 1l .................0
FI007T French Civilization'1 =.......... ... /"
FLOIST  Elementary Spantshl............ .. """

FLOI4T  Elemenitary Spanishl ..., ... 17"

FO1S5T Elementary Spanish-mr.............. . 7"

FLOI6T  Intermediate Spariish: Conversation ... ... ... >

RO17T intermediate Spanish: Reading . ........... ..
FIO10T Elementary GermanI-............. .. '"

HOILT Elementary Germann........ .. . [ 71
01271 Elenientary German I0i ... . . .. e

Mathematics/Sciences Core

Mathematics -
Students who study mathematics come to realize the usefulness
and beauty of this ancient and yet very miodern.creation of the
human mind. They find that mathematics is useful becatise it is

the scierice of order. Its object Is to discover. describe and under-

stand the order that underlles seemingly complex situations.

whether these are essential components of biology. economics:
bustness; physics. or other disciplines. The students find that in
mathematics there is-a creativity simitar to the fine arts. The first
developments of non-Euaclidean geometry required a creativity
comparable to any patiiter. composer or poet: B )
Mathematics is an integral and Indispensable part of everv truly
liberal education.

Care courses

Catalog = - Credit
nomber Course title = - hoiirs
MAOS0T  Mathematics for Liberal Aris ..... ... . - 3
MAO3IT  Intermediate Algebra................. 5
MAOS4T  College Algebra ....c.o.o.............. ... 5
MA032T Pre Calcalus I........... . . . 00T 5
MAOB3T  Pre Calewlus II-........,.....c.... /0000 5
MAO34T  Pre Caleulus 0 ::ocooo,, 00 5
MAO3ST Caleulas 1 ©......... ... ... . .7 5
MAO36T  Calculusl........ ... .. ... e 5
MAO37T  Caleulus Ul .....cccoco,, . i
MA0527  Calealus IV ........... ... . . 1177 5
MAOSAT  Differential Equations............ . . " 5
MAOTOT Liijcar,Algebra:;:::;;;......................;; S
MAGI3T  Fintte Math. . e e 5
MAOIIT  Fundamentals of Statistics ........... ... 5
MAOSIT  Business Caledtus ............ . 7 T4
Sciences o - -
Kirkwond's science courses provide students with both sclence

knowledge and séléﬁ[:e,;pplq@gugy.,,é'rijbhaistzmg nct only the
“survivil” valies of Selence in soclety. but the excliement and
creativity of the discipline as well. =~ S

sclentific and-technological society. two kifids of goals

In today-

Are appropriate for selence core courses. The achicvemnent of one
kind of goul develops students’ skills of observation. data collec-
!on. experimentation and communieation, and applles these
skdlls tosolving specific science-related probleiis and approaching
seienitificexperiences in order 1o meet im mediate academic. career
and personal needs: o . o
The achievement of the second kind of goal leads students to a

greater understanding of the role of the sclentist Ii-modern

saciety. prepares them to discriminate between science and pseu.
doscience. and enables them to form the phﬂosophlt‘élj:ijgéébi ual

grasp of the contributions, limitations. ethles and o of

sclence, :

A . oo i .
! T L — e
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W:}lﬂcm lnuﬂcﬂn mecummcdtalcacad mic.career
needs. . - -
fl)g xhlcvemqrt of the semnd klnd of goal lc‘ads smdcnts wa
greater understanding of -the -role of- the- scientist in modemn
society. prepares them to discriminate between science and pseu-
doscience. and enables them to form the phiiosophicaliconceptuzl
grasp of the contributions. limitations; ethics and values of
science
"He thatgivesa portion of histime to the investiga-
tion of mathematical truth will come to all other
questions with a decided advantage.”
— W:iller Colton
Sctence is the search for all truth
— Linus Paulink
Cofe courses o
Catalog Credit
number Course titie hours
BY030T  Principles of Biology . ... : 4
BYO3IT Biolapy of Organisms ... ... 3
BY032T Environmental Blology ... .. e 4
BY047T Introductory Geneties . ... ... ... .4
BYO34T Invertebrate Zoology 1. .. ... 4
BY035T werichrate Zoologv Il ... e 4
BY0J8T Vertchrate Zoology .. .............. ... .. 4
BYO37T Vertebrate Zoology n : 4
BYO39T Human Anatomy & Phys 'l'ij;" R 3
BY040T A my& thslolm;\ i....... L 3
BYO41T f '..omv& thslolm\\ w.:.....c..... 3
BY042T Microbiology I -. P
BYO19T General Botany l ...................... o 4
BYO20T General Botany W ©.oooioioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 4
CHOOIT Principles of Chemistry Ulecturel........ ... .. 3
CHOOIT  Principles of Chemistry (lab). . ............. . |
CHOO2T Fidamentals of Organic Chemistry ... 00000 4
CHO03T Fundamentals of BIO( hemistry . ... .. e 3
CHOO?7T 4
CHOOST vl .5
CHOO6T General Chem|5yy o 5
CHO04T Quantitative Analvsis ......................... 6
CHOOBT  Organite Cherifstiy 1 ©.........0000..000 L0 4
CHOO9T  Organic Chemistrvil ... ... 3
CHO10T Organiec Chemistry 1IE . 4
EADO2T Evoliition of the lh 4
EAQO4T Evolution of the Earth (Idl)) I
EADOLT Introdoctory Geologv.. ... ... ... ... .
EAOO3T Iniroductory Gu)lng\'ll.thl ......... , I
EGOI3T  Intraduction to Electrical Scicnee, 5
I\’()m'] Man it the Environment: Atinosphere 3
p )2 Man in the F }'lrmmunl ||\(hn\[ heit. 3
2
NO07 . 3
1SOONT Scienee & Soe wl\ -4
1SO 1T Man l'\ul\lu;., ]
PHOO7T ASlronoinv. . oo Ll i
PHOORT 21 st Century Introductony l’h\w 1
PHOOLT College Physies 1. . 1
PHOO2T Collepge Phy S | B
PHOOST College Py ‘”i!i . 1
PHOOAT General Phvsies 0. 5
PHOOST Getierit Plivsiis 11 6
PHOOGT General Physics 1t i)
PHOTLT Medical Physics . i
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ENGGHNTERS IN HUMANITIES

he cornerstone of the humamtres program at Klrkwood Gommumty

College is the interdisciplinary Encounters in Humanities course:

Designed to be used prlmarrly asan mtroductory course to acquamt

_liberal arts students with. the scope and methods of the human; ties, it

also serves as the oniy humanities course to be taken by some of our vocational

students. It is the only course which can be taken as core in either of two
humanities categories — Literature, and Arts and Ideas — and its generalgoals
reflect our philosophy of what a shared humanities experience at Kirkwood
should be.

Encounters in. Humanities IS a. general educatron course |n the

sense that it infroduces the student to questions and ways of thinking that are

general to all humanities disciplines: The course is unusual in its emphasis on

the_skill of critical i tnqurry across several drscuplmes rather than the traditional

emphasis on acquiring knowledge of content within a single discipline of the

humanities. It should be noted that, due to the initiation of strong core require-
ments in the humanities, students are assured of maintaining a healthy balance
between the skill-centeredness of the Encounters and the rigorous content-

centered approach of at Ieast four other c0urses rn humamtnes drsclpllnes )
In Encounters in. Humanities, students_learn to.use a method of

mqutry which helps them analyze; interpret and apprecrate artrfacts from a

number of genres Eachof the several genres studled in the course has its own

elements and creative techniques; but all of them are statements that their

creators wanted to communicate to others. The inquiry questions reinforced in

Encounters help -students to understand these statements and the art forms
used to express them

1. What are the elements of the artifact?
What is the unifying theme?
Who is the creator (and the context)
What was the intended purpose of the creator'>
What is the effect of the artifact on you’P
The student practices the general method of i mqurry above applylng

more specific versions of each question depending upon the genres presented

by the instructor. These may include poetry, painting, architecture, drama,

O bW N

rhetoric, music; philosophy, mathematics; history and pottery.

continued



place in our program i§ due to the dlllgent relnforcement of the questlons as

students read, see, listen, speak; write and.think. throughout our humanities

curriculunr. The humanities. committee that concelved of the Encounters

course has endorsed the general goals of the course as goals for all humanities

core courses. The general goals are:

1. To come |nto contact W|th oneg’ S ethlcal phllosophlcal rellglous
lntellectual and ‘aesthetic heritage, and to understand the connection of that
heritage W|th the present.

2. To develop an appreC|at|ve responsnveness to the arts.
3. To become lndependent cntlcal thlnkers

mon human expenences

5. To understand How humanists in various disciplines look at life
situations and ask questlons about them.

6. To develop the intellectual and aesthetic self respect neces-

sary to understanding human responsibility in shaping one's world.
Classroom work in Encounters in Humanities is st,pplemented by

fleld trips: Goilege and. communlty performances and exhibits enjoy expanded

audiences of Kirkwood students, who are practicing their inquiry skills beyond
the classroom. For many. students who have never before atiended symphony

concerts, plays or art exhibits, these experiences are as enlightening as those

in the classroom; and open a door {0 the humanities which does not cicse with
the completion of forma! college studies.

Forthe teacher; Encounters demandsa dlscusslon centered rather

than Iecture centered; teachlng style For the student, the course demands

critical thought and verbal expression through both writing and speaking. Writ-
ter responses to artifacts, using tive i inquiry questions as a structural. guide, form

the main basis for evaluation, Writing assignments become progressively more

complex throughout the quaner culmtnatmg in afinal. analysus paper using the

inquiry method to analyze an artifact never before discussed in class.
A three -day summer workshop with Karl Sandberg of Macalester

College in summer of 1981 readied a teaching cadre of ten taculty to use the
irquiry method; most of these ten have since taughtthe course. We followedthe

workshop with a series of in-house faculty colloquia. featuring many faculty in

roles as master teachers, and allowing many more the. pleasant challenge of

academic interaction as fellow "students." This inexpensive form of faculty

development attracted participants. from across the college, and helped create

arew clir’ ate of humanities-on-campus. A second workshop with Dr. Sandberg

in January, 1985, initiated a new teachirg cadre to the course.

continued



Encounun In Humanltr continued — 3

. Four “\ECUUHS of Encounters are offered each quarter, taught by tour
lndlvndual facu!ty members. Team planning, not team teachlng. generates

coherence without elevating staffing costs. Although Encounters in Humanities

is not a required course; its sections are always filled: The course hras generated

an increased awareness of what "humabnities" means: it has drawn humanities

taculty together; and it has_stimulated many inquiries from others about our

course and program: A companion course, Encounters with Ethics, has also

been well-received by students.

Our faculty have benemed greatly from theflnanc'al assistance and
encouragement of the Nationhal Endowmient for the Humanities; and continue to
work towards a strong and coherent humanities program:
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THE HUMANITIES PLANNING PROCESS

n h|° opening.. address to the 1979 Natronal Planning Workshop

which founded the Community College Humanities Association,

dames M. Banner said:
Work in the humanmes is by necessity individualistic. The glory of

humamstrc acnwty is /nd/wdual achievement. We carry out our research a/one

and write in solitary circumstances. We teachin a crowd, but when teaching we
are largely independent of our colleagues.

Banner warned that we have made of |ndN|drjairsm ‘notonly a glory

but a burden.” He called.on. humanists to .come together and form a new

partnershlp which. would |nv1gorate the humanities — to “create a collecuve

purpose_and. identity; to find ways to express the confidence and conviction

which have always been ours." (Review and Proceedings, CCHA, 1980)
In 1979, the Kirkwood Humanities Commiittee, a self-selected group

of about fifteen faculty and administrators, began meeting regularly to discuss

Kirkwood's humanities problems and program. Our early meetings represented

the best and worst of humanistic individualism: tensions and diversity among

people who were accustomed to thinking. teaching and working alone were far

more characteristic. of those. early meetrngs than was a sense of common

purpose. Yet within the first year of our project, we had reached a shared vision

of what our program should be, and achieved a working camaraderie which

contlnuee to carry us through the seemingly endless challenges of building and

maintaining a strong humanities program
Our program has received acclaim. But we who burlt it believe that

the process through which we worked is as_important to share as are the

products of that work. We present here whai we believe (o be the key elements

in our planning process; hoping that our experlences may serve as a model for

others who wrsh to rnove from solrtarlness to partnershlp in the humanmes
1. Getting started. Kirkwood's core requirement in humanities

had never been systematically reviewed since the college’s founding; when

requirements were lifted from another college’s catalog. We had informally

discussed the need to develop a program based on our own phriosophy of what

cor2 should be; but as of 1979; a common phllosophy had not been articulated.

In September, 1979, an open-ended invitation was extended to the Arts and

Sciences faculty, and fifteen people — twelve faculty and three admiinistrators

— accepted the challenge to shape a Kirkwood humanities program. Several

readrngs were circulated; a meeting time established (late on Friday after-

noons); a meeting place chosen {a seldom-used quiet place in our library); and
initial individual positions were expressed before the group:

Oné norm emerged early, and has stayed with us: we do not, and
can not; avoid conflict.

continued
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2. Eiablisﬁing a phllosophlcal framework. We agreed
that the questlon central to our work was, What shoutd a shared humanistic

experience at Kirkwood involve?” All committee members wroté individual

responses to the questton drrectrng their responses toward 1) assumptions
underlying humanrstlg education, 2) assumptions about thesubstegeeﬁpf
humanities core, and 3) assumptions about the approach through which huma-

nistic education could best occur. The group’'s coordinator scrambled the

responses, edited them slightly (to mask ownership), interspersed them with a

few "borrowed'’ statements from outsldethegroup(rncludrngsomedelrberately

chosen to provoke critical comments), typed and distributed the whole.

We timed our drscussron of assumptrons to corncnde with the first
visit of @ humanities consultant funded by a grant froim the National Endowment
for the Humanities. Throughout the first year of our prolect consultant Wlllram

Alexander's viSits served as catalysts: the very factthat he was gorng to show up

and expect progress spurred us to complete parts of the project by his next visit.
We did not complete our discussion of assumptions, however, during Alexand-

er sfrrstvrsrt We wanted cpnsensus notmajority rule decrsrons and consensus

reaching is neither fast nor easy. When we couldn't progress as a group of
fifteen, we dlvlded into smaller groups to increase participation, understanding
and efficiency. The small groups’ written records then tecame the working
papers of the reconvened committee. Finally. in January of 1980, the Humani-

ttes Commrttee presented to the Arts and Sciences faculty six goals which

Those six goals became the general goals of our Encouniers in

Humanities course and of our humanrtles program. They were important; not

just as statements of our aims, but as @ symbol of ouf transformation from
aggregatton to cohesnveness Our Ianguage now mcluded the word "we:’

Humantttes Commrttee next set its srghts on deveIOprng an mterdrscrplmary

introductory course which would pull our program together. During February,

March and April. 1980, members of our group traveled (either physically or

through correspondence) tc a number of colleges arid commiunity colleges that

had successful rnterdrscrplmary courses. By the time of Dr. Alexander's spring
visit, the group had collected several interdisciplinary models; expanded its iist

of shared reading$, and planned an off-campus humanities retreat at which to
reach closure on unresolved questions.

.. Retreat participants included the 15- member commtttee Dr Alex-

ander. and five college administrators (including the college president). Consiil-

tant Alexander described the retreat as the most productive two days he'dseen
agroup rof academics putin;indeed, itis impressive to find what a well- prepareq
group can accomplish if allowed to escape phones; paperwork; students; family

and traffic for awhile. Not only did the retreat accomplish its program goals —

setttnqadrrectronforfuture work; selecting the approach substance gurdelrnes

and teachers for.the new mterdrsmplmary course — it fostered support for the

humanities pro;ect throughobt the administrative hlerarchy and across the

departmental lines of the college.
continued
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Humanities Planning Process coninied — 3

Our work has progressed through many phases since the frrst

drfflcult year of planning. We piloted and implemented two interdisciplinary

courses, we participated as teachers and scholars in several nn-campus
faculty colloguia centered on content from various humanities disciplines; we
fought for and won changes in our degree program which significantly streng-

then the role of humanities in our Students’ education: we developedthree NEH

grant propnsals; two of which were funded. But through all these phases we

have not changed our basic process of worklng iogether We do not avoid
conflict; we use our six goals as a framework for our decisions; we keep our

rnembershtp open to anyone' wermeet regularly and when we need them, we

use retreat workshoos to complete unfinished tasks and setnew dlrectrons And

we are not satisfied to iet the majority rule. As Lewis Thomas, in The Medusa and
the Snail, "On Committees,” writes:

We pass the word around; we worider How the case is. ﬂtJI by
different people; we read the poeiry; we medilate over the literalure: we play the
music; we change our minds; we reach an understandmg Soc:ety evolves this
way, noi by shouting each other down, but by the unique capacity of unique,
individual human beings to comprehend each other.
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SUMM&RY OF NEH GRANT (1 984-37)

Strengthening Core Through Faculty Develepment

(Fosterrng Coherence Throughout an Institution)

¥ his project will strengthen content and. miegrate skilis in a newly-
implementizd _core program which |nf“ludes 20 creort hours in

humanities disciplines: Through the ar rant's mdlvudual Study Pro-

7777777 jects, faculty members may receive releasizd time to take graduate
courses, complete reaolng ‘projects, or strengthen curricula.

Three summer seminars brir. g faculty together under the Ieadershrp

of three | unuversrty professors Seven Klrkwood faculty and an equal number of

lowa graduate students participated in the 1985 summer colloquium; Moder-
nism and Society: Origins of Contemporary Culture, 1899 - 1930, led by Univer-
sity of iowa professor Allan Megill. A 1986 surnmer serainar will consider the

PhiloSophical Foundations of Humanistic Studies; in 1987. the seminar's theme
will be Community and Individualism in American Culture, 1920 - 1940.

The .grant also supports the addition of a full-time philosophy

rhstructOr to oe sustained by the coliege following NEH funding. The new

philosophy instructor will teach four courses: philosophy, religion, ethics and
logic. Since the college has nc: previously maintained a full-time instructor in
phrlosophy Kirkwood's Humanities Conmittee wili work with the new facutty
member and a visiting consultant to integrate philosophy courses into its total
core curriculum.

NET, library acquisitions; claser workng relatlonshlps with Untver-

sity of lowa professors; and better use of University of lowa resources will
support the work of this prolect

Toreceive additional information about Kirkwood's coherence grant
prOject contact project drrector Rhonda Kekke, Cedar Hall 218, Kirkwood
Community College, Cedar Rapids, IA 52406.



COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CLARIFICATIONS

our concept of "core" may bae s11ght1y uncommon;_so I. will attempt to ciarxfy

it. Our Associate of Arts degree program does not require that students take

2 common core of courses; although the list of humanities core courses is very

restricted: Rather, we are working tc¢ ensure that no matter which courses
students select in fulfillment of their humanities core requirements, those
courses will help students achieve $ix common core goals which we have agreed

We have begun to. Integrate ‘humanities content and sk111s throughout all

humanities core courses--beginning this process not with our students, but

w1th our faculty Our faculty have pa1t1cipated in many in- housel content-

sometimes by master teachers from our own ranks. Through these experiences,

we have learned much about each other's disciplines and methods- . have been

able to help students see the connectedness of our disciplines because we

understand each other.

One last clarification may be needed. Our "Fumanities" core eateéoty is

iisted separately from the "History and_Cultures" category. It was this

admittedly artificial separation that made it possible for us to require 20
hours in humanities disciplines rather than only 12.

I wish you well as you join us in strengthening the humarities in higher
education.

Rhonda Kekke
Assistant Dean, Communication Arts

P.O: Box 2068 Cedar aésiés; IA ééieé  (319) 398-5411
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