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PREFACE
- Every year since the 1969-1970 School year, the National Catholic
Educational Association (NCEA) has published a statisticatl report on
Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools in the United States.
Extensive data on these schools and othér private schools did not
exist prior to that time. This data was needed to understand this

1 sector, to discuss potential forms of federal

significant educationa

and state aid; to inform the discussion occurring on other educational

policy issues, and to encourage improved local management. With the

assistance of the Carnegie Corporation of New York and the United
States Office of Education,; a data base on Catholic schools was o
established and remains available in the annual publications of the
NCEA through 1974-1975.

__Beginning with 1975; the NCEA and the Curriculum Information
Center, Incorporated; published a report and diractory of Catholic
Schools. This publication is now produced in cooperation with Fisher
Publishing Company of Englewood, Colorado, and Market Data Retrieval
of Westport;,; Connecticut;

Readers will find this year's Data Bank publication contains the

core school, enrollment; and staffing data of the NCEA historical
file. In addition, a special feature of this report is the data on
minority and non-Cathelic enrollment. The minority statistics are
especially interesting since they continue to document the significant

contribution Catholic schools are making to the uducational needs of
various minority groups in urban areas in the United States. This is

a long and often overlooked tradition of which all Catholic educators
can be proud. The many stereotypes that are often suggested regarding

the composition and clientele of Catholic schools must be examined in

the light of these data. As in the past, where information is ]
available, comparisons are made with other private schools as well as
the public sector.

Information from this report is gathered from 171 archdiocésan and

diocesan offices. Sometimes assistance is provided by state Catholic

conferences. To these administrators and their staffs, a well
deserved word of appreciation is otfered:

__ Gratitude must also be expressed to Mary Mahar of Fisher Publishing
Company and the statf of Market Data Retrieval for their assistance.

A special word of thanks must also go to the Reverend Frank Bredeweg,
C.S.B., for his analysis of the data:. His patience and precision is
appreciated.

. Interested parties who want to further analyze Catholic elementary
and secondary data should write to the NCEA Publications Office- for
information on other research publications.

Rhoda Goldstein -
Vice President for Financial Affairs
National Catholic Educational Association

March 1987
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HIGHLIGHTS

Colonial days, and numbered about 5,000 elementarj and secondary
schools in 1900,

...private education represents a higher percentage of elementary and
secondary enroilment in the 1980's than it 4id in ¢he 1970°s...
about 12.6% in 1983-84,

smaller S,h,are,qf, private educatlon ,,tha,n they dld,ln the,1,960 5,
and may be fast approaching a 50-8%0 partnership with non-
Catholic private education,

...according to education studies, policy analysts cannot ignore the
growth of pr1vate schooling, or the significance of minority
enrollments in urban Catholic schools,

...in 1986-87, there are 7,709 Catholic elemeuntary schools and 1,411
secondary schools in the U.S., 116 fewer schools than in 1985-86,

...in 1986~87, enrollment in Cathonlic elementary and secondary
schools declined about 84,000 students, 2.0% to 2,735,000,

...the percentage of non-Catholics in Catholic schonols increased to
11.7% in 1986-87,

...the percentages of enrollment by grade level reflect a stable
pattern in both elementary and secondary schools,

...the numbers and percentages of minority students in Catl Jjic
schools still exceed one-fifth of the total enrollment,

-~

...the 1986-87 full-time faculty in Catholic elementary and secondary

schools decreased 4,664 teachers to about 142 ,000,

...the 1986-87 national pupil/teacher ratio was 21.4/) on the
elementary level, and 15.0/1 on the secondary level.

)



ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOCLS
1986~87
Frank H. Bredeweg, C.S.B.

_In an era that is rediscovering the values related to an

understanding of roots and traditions, it is meaningful to say that
Catholic schoois have been educating the youth of Europe, the United
States; and the entire Western World, for many centuries. In coloidal
America; the Catholic school was an integral feature of each French and
Spanish settlement. Anti-Catholic sentiment in the early thirteen
colonies limited these schools to occasional ventures but, with the
adopticn of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, and the arrival of
many Catholic immigrants at the start of the 19th century, parochial

schools were again established.

there were more than 1,308, as a controversy raged on whether or not the
Church in the U.S. shoi1ld undertake a vast school system. At the Third

By 1860, about 200 Catholic schools were in operation: Bv 1870,

Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1884, the Zmerican bishops decreed that

a parish school should be built and maintained near every church. While

the move from principle to practice was never fully accomplished, there
were about 3,800 elementary and 1,200 secondary schools by 1900. The

decision of 1884 had lasting effects, and the parish school became part
of the fabric of parich and family life. By 1968, 57% of the parishes

operated 10,800 Catholic elementary schools. Another 2,400 secondary

schools were operated by parishes, dioceses; and religious communities.

The growth of Catholic elementary and secondary schools was constant

and gradual from 1920 to 1950. During this period; the schools wete

staffed almos: entirely by reéligious sisters, brothers, and priests. In

the fifties; however, the teaching staff began to change. The
percentage of religious staff went from about 90% in 1950, to 75% in

1960, and to less than 66% by 1965. In general, this was attributed to
the decrease in the number of men and women entering religious ,
comminities, an increase in the number leaving these communities, and a

shift in the comitment of some religious from schools to other
ministries.

_The renewals and upheavals of many theological issues in the Catholic

Church during the Vatican II Cotincil of the 1960's continued and
accentuated many of the dynamics which had been coming forth: The
decade form 1963 to 1973 was the setting for significant changes in

Catholic education, as the number of elementary and secondary schools
declined from 12,205 to 10,269, and enrollment from 5,600,000 pupils to
3,600,000. since tne mid-seventiés, there have been gradual declines,
but these seem to reflect cultural and demographic influences rather

than anything within the Catholic cammunity.

Catholic elementary and secondary enrollments today .comprise somewhat

more than 50% of the private sector of education, a much reduced but
still majority share. Many denominational and nondenaminational schools

have opened during the past twenty years, and private education is as
important as it ever was to the nation as a whole. Catholic education
remains, as it always was, a willing and helpful partner on the
American educational scene.

8

2



Private Education

‘The National Center for Education Statistics defines private schools as

privately controlled by a nonpublic entity and financed from sources other

than public taxation or public grants. The question of state and federal aid

Lo nonpublic elenentary and secondary education continues to be debated,
although the U.S. Supreme Court decisions of 1971 and 1973 denied several

states the right to legislate limited financial support. Despite financial
difficulties, private schools continue to serve an even greater educational

sector, but with relatively little national attention.

_ "Private education appears to represent an increasing share of the American
educational effort at the elementary levels,” observed Secretary of Education
T. H. Bell; when the results of a study were released in December of 1984.
"Private school enrclliment rose steadily over a recent thres-vear period while

public school enrollment declined,” the report said.

According o the survey; Statistics for 1983 showed a dramatic upswing in

both the number of private schools and their enrollment. The survey was

conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics and disclosed that
5.7 million students (12.6%) out of 45.2 million students in all elementary

and_secondary schcols in the country were attending private schools in the
Fall of 1983. The number of private schools has also increased sharply. 3in
1980, there were 24,500 private schools (22:2%) of the total 11C,400 =
elementary and secondary schools in the United States: In 1983, there were

27,700 private schools of the total 112,700 elementary and secondary schools
(24.6%), or nearly one out of every four schools.

Private Bducation by Religious affiliation

. In 1965-66, Catholic school enrollments constituted about 87% of the

private elementary and secondary sector. By 1980-81; this figure had fallen

to 63%. While Catholic schools were undergcing re-evaluation, other private
schools were opening and enrollments were increasing. The following provides
some perspective regarding private schicol enrolliments:

- Private School Eorolloeuts -

Roman Catliclic
7th Day Adventist
Baptist

Jewish
Episcopal
Methodist
Presbyterian
Friends

Other Church-Related

_Total Church-Related
Noc Church-Related

Total Private Sector

-1265-66_ =1978=79_

5,481,300
188,500
62,600
25,200
52,€00
48,600
5,600
4,800
10,600
83,700

217,400
148,200
204,100
101,800
76;500
11;200

——281.200
4,337,600
=—146,700
22084.300

ipcrease
(40%)
~15%
183%
716%
943
57%
100%
167%
283
241%

119%

Sources: Statistics of Nonpublic Elementary ard Secondary Schools,
1965-66; NCES; The Condition of Education, NCES, 1981 Editicn.

The National Center for Education Statistics does riot gathér private school

data on a reqular basis. The 1978-79 data is the most recent reliable

information on the total private sector.



Private Schools as_Partners_in-Education

_ In 1982; the American Enterprise Institute for Fublic Policy Research, in
Washington, D.C.; published Meeting Buwan Meeds: Toward a New Public Policy.
In the section on education; "Private Meets Public: An Examination of

Contemporary Education,” the authorg state:
The growth of private schooling in the face of public school decline

is a challenge of such conseguence that policy. analysts, policy

makers, and public school educators cannot afford to ignore it.

As enrollment data testifies, an increasing proportion of American parents
supports private education:

Another study supported what many have kiown ifi regard to the urban

changes of the past two decades: Catholic schools are a significant force in
urban elementary and secondary education. The study was conducted under

contract for the Department of Bducation, and is entitled School Enrolluments
and Besource Aliocations ip Urban Catbolic snd Public Schools. It lists

among its conclusions:
Catholic schools in large cities enroll a large proportion of children
from minority backgrounds. Minority enrollments in these Catholic
schcols are well above the average for Catholic schools nationally.

The publications of the National Catholic Educational Association

have stated since 1970 that minorities represent a large proportion of
Catholic school enroliments in the major archdioceses and urban areas. As
current studies indicate; the value and significance of Catholic schools to

urban education has been greatly underestimated.
Rublic and_Private School Relationships

“The role of private schools as "minority partner” in American elementary

and secondary education cannot be precisely defined, but enrollment statistics

verify that it is a significant one. The following NCES figures
compare public and private school enrollments: :

Total __Public. -
Enrollpent —-2upils.__ % - ——Puolis__

,.__Efiyaﬁe__i_.
10.5

Beportad
5,363,000

1970....
1975....
1980....
1985....
1986' LI
19¢7....
1988....
1989....
1990....
1991....
1992....

51,272,060
49,791,000
45,949,000

43,977,000
44,175,000
44,173,000
44,344,000
44,644;000
45,069,000
45,641,000

. 46,378,000

45,909,000 8°.5

44,791,000
40,987,009

38;977,000
39,075,000
397173;000
39;244,000
397444,000

39,869,000

40,441,000 * 8

41,078,009

89.2

88.6

5,000,000
4,962,0"0
5,000,000
5,100,000
5,000,000
5,100,000
5,200,000
5,200,000
5,200,000
5,300,000

(%}

10.0
10.8

11.4
11:5
11.3
11.5
il.e6
11:5
11.4
11.4

Source: Projections of Education Statistics to 1992-93, p.44.

According to December 1984 data released by NCES, the Lrivate sector
reached 12.6% in 1982, exceeding the 11.4% projection for 1985.



_Before studying Catholic schools as a separate entity, it may be helpful to
reflect upon a few general conditions that affect all schocls.
U.S: Population Trepds
_ Current population trerds are important to both public and private schools.
The birth rate (births per one thousand persons) has risen Slightly in recent
years but remains far beiow former lévels. Since the population is greater,
the number of births is again increasing. Today's lower birth rate produces
the most total births since the 1560 period.
_Births__ Biiiﬁ.ﬁéﬁe

Reported Population

l955- oo
1960....
1965....
1970....
1975....
1979....
2rojected
1985....
1990....
1995....

165;900;000
180,700,000
194,300,000
204,900,000
213,600,000
220,600,000

232,900,000

252,7€0,000

4;128;000 24.9

4,307,000
3,801,000
3,739,000
3,144,000
3,468,000
4,008,000
3,868,000
3,676,000

23.8
19.6
18.2
14.7

wm
~

s

W UTIOY |
w iy !

These statistics from the U.S. Dept. of Cammerce, Bureau of Census, indicate

a high-point 4,008,000 births in 1985. Then there is a decline to 3,868,000
in 1990 and 3,676,000 in 1995, as the birthrate drops.
School-Age. Population

Both public and private education are affected by the decline in the number

of school-age children. The following data and projections are supplied by

the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES):

Reported
1970:..:
1975....
1080.:=-
Projected
1985:.::
1986.:-:

1990. ...
1991....
1992....

——————Rges of Students
56 713

7:703,000
7,014,000
6;293,;000

6,950,000
7,191,000
7;278;000
7:373,000
7;465,;000
7:;558;000
7:;633;000
7,69C,000

28, 9€9,000
26,905,000
24,787,000

22;704,000
22,731,000
23;080,000
23,580,000
24,058,090
24,631,000
25,145,000
25,710,060

—14-17
15,924,000
17,128,000
16,139,000

14,731,000
14,587,000
4,236,000
13,662,000
14;160,000
12,250,000
12,364,000
13,087,000

_Total
_Students
52,596,000
51,047,000
47,219,000

44,385,000
44,509,000
44,594,000
44,615,000
44,683,000
45,139,000
45,742,000
46,487,000

Source: Projection of Education Statistics to 1992-93; p. 3.

The number of eismen:ary school-age children is increasing once again,
heginning with the 1585-86 school year. ©n the secondary level,
the number of school-age children (14-17) wiil not stop declining until the
1991-92 school year, when elementary trends have affacted it.

Q j.1




STUDENT DEVOGRAPHICS
Something should be said of the students who today come to both private

and public educators. No matter how professionally educators pregare
themselves and their classes, or provide the finest facilities, or spend ,
unlimited hours at their responsibilities, little education will take place if
the student cannot receive the message or learn in that medium. It is

important to consider the context and the climate affecting today's
elementary and secondary students:

~ The world of the 5-18 year old varies from person to person, but current
demographic studies tell us that certain dynamics are especially influential.
An increasing nunber of elementary and secondary pupils live in poverty, are

physically or mentally handicapped, have divorced parents by their 18th
birthday, are "latch-key" kids coming home to an empty nouse, have pocrly

educated parents, or speak another language: The traditional model of a
working father and housewife with two children of schoo

age represented only

7% of U.S. households in 1985. In short, many young people will be "at risk"
educationally from one or several factors from an early point in their formal
schooling.

___These demographic studies also tell us that 1983 marked the First time in

our history that there were more people over 65 than there were teenagers;
and this will be true for the lifetime of anyone reading this. The Baby Boom

population bulge, the 70 million born between 1946 and 1964, reflects people

in their 30's and early 40's during the 1980 decade. They will be followed

by a much smalier group, now working its way through high school and college.

For at least the next decade, 18-26 year olds will become scarce.

As for location, most agree that the northeast and midwest have been losing

population to the southeast and the southwest, but now it appears that the
rortheast and midwest are retaining their population. Racial demographics
are important. Each of the nation's 24 largest city school systems has a
"minority majority." Two-thirds of all the immigrants in the world are those

entering the United States, and these immigrant groups want to maintain much

of their culture, in contrast to the "melting pot” analogy. Educators today
are dealing with persons often very different than their parents.

CHANGE AND DIVERSIFICATION

While educators are constantly faced with conserving what has been

proven to be fundamental and Sound, they must also continue to deal with the
reality of change and the necessity of adjusting for differences. The task
of integrating religious, social, cultural, and educational values may be at

its most challenging stage for both public and private education. Some
educators may feel that their students need not fear the influences cited by
demograrhers, but complacency could prove very costly.

Tnos~ who study the relationships between public and private education
should keep two guiding principles in mind. First; neither public nor
private schools constitute homogeneous groups:  Schools and school systems
differ greatly within each sector. Problems will resolve themselves
differently in each sector. Developments in one community may not parailel
developments in another. Secondly, private schools are here to stay: They
are part of the American educational tradition, as strong as ever; and will be

part of the future to an extent not yet determined. It is the hope of private
school educators that their role in education is understood, appreciated and
supported.

i2



Number_of_schools

In 1986-87, there were 97 fewer elementary and 19 fewer secondary Catholic
schools in this country than there were in 1985-86. School declines in recent
years have been as follows:

_Elepentary __Secondary__ ____Total __

Schools  _%_ Schools 3 Schools &
1980-81.... 57 24 81 0.8
18 65 0.7

7 5
,,,,,,,,, 7 5
1981-82.... 47 6 1 2

6 16 1l 62 0.5
1983-84.... 19 .2 19 3 0.3
1986-87.... 97 2 3

1982~-83.... 46
31 0.3
14 61 0.6
95 1.
116 1.

19

19 3

=00 00 0O)
|l el ol el el el e

The secondary school decline is consistent with the pattera of recent years.
However, on the elementary level, a net 181 schools have closed or merged
over the past two years. Analysis shows that 69 of the 101 closed in 1986-87
(16 merged and 20 opened) had enrollments of fewer than 150 pupils. These
are probably rural schools, since Table NO. 4 will show that they are
decreasing in percentage.

- Large scale reviews of diocesan school systems have lorig been completed,

Administrative and budget procedures are much more soghisticated. The move-
ment of people from city to suburbs has all but ended, a significant factor
since Catholic schools were built mainly in the cities. Most important of
ail, Catholic parents and students continue to enthusiastically support
Catholic schools. Proponents of Catholic education have borne higher tui-

tions and intensive fundraising efforts to retain schools.
Begional Changes
_ NCEA statistically divides the nation into the following six geographical

regions:

New Bngland-  Connecticut; Maine; Massachusetts; New Hampshire,

Rhode Island, vermont =
Mideast- Pelaware, District of Columbia, Marylard, New Jersey,
A New York; Pemnsylvania =~ ==
Great Lakes- Iilinois, Indiana; Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin

Plains- Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dako:a,
: South Dakota. L
Southeast-  Alabama; Arkansas; Florida, Georgia, Kentucky; Louisiana,
Mississippi; North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Virginia, West Virginia

West/Par West- Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado; Hawaii; Idaho;
Montana, Nevada; New Mexico, Oklahama, Oregon, Texas, Utah,

Washington; Wyaming.

__Table No: 2 shows the percentage of schools in each region and what has
happened in the past five years: ‘The Mideast and Great Lakes regions comprise
over 54% of the nation's Catholic schools; but they each have a slightly

smaller percentage today than they did in 1982-83. ‘The Southeast and the

West regions have & higher percentage today than they did in 1982-83.

13



Table No. 1
Elementary and Secondary SchoOls-by Reg1on
1982-83 thru 1986-87

Elementary 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87
New England 544 _ 545 ~ 552 542 530
Mideast 2,301 2,287 2;269 2;235 2;201
Great Lakes 2,113 2,111 2,084 2,062 2,039
Plains . 897 889 887 886 881
Southeast 847 854 - 852 ~ 841 _ 836
West/Far West 1.248 1.245 1,246 1,240 1.222

United States 7,950 1,931 7,890 7,806 1,709
New Englard 124 124 121 119 119
Mideast 429 421 414 410 400
Great Lakes 316 309 305 301 300
Plains 168 165 163 162 161
Southeast 194 193 192 188 187
West/Far West  __251 _251 —-254 =250 244

United States 1,482 1.463 1449 12430 1:.411

A1l schools o o
New England 668 669 673 661, 649
Mideast 2;730 2,708 2,683 2,645 2,601
Great Lakes 2,429 2,420 2,389 2,363 2,339
Plains 1,065 1,054 1,050 1,048 1,042
Southeast 1,041 1,047 1,044 1,029 1,023
West/Far_West 1:499 1,496 1:500 1:490 1:466

United States 9,432 9,394 9,339 9,236 9,120

Table No. 2

Percentage of Schools-by BEglon
1982-83 and 1986-87

___Elementary _ __ Secondary _  __ All-Schools -
1982-83 1986-87 1982-83 1986-87 1982-83 1986-87

New England 6.8% 6.9% 8.4% 8.4% - 7.1% -7.1%
Mideast 28.9 28.6 29.0 28.3 28.9 28.5
Great Lakes 26.6 26.4 21.3 21.3 25.8 25.7
Plains 11.3 11.4 11.3 11.4 11.3 11.4
Southeast 10.7 108 13.1 13.3 11.0 11.2
W@ét/Ear,WESt, ~12:7_  _15.9 6.9 _17.3. —1949-  _16:1-
United States 100,02 100.0% 100,0%  100,0% 100,08  100.0%




Types._of_Schools

Catholic schools can be classified according to ownership and |
administration. As Table 2 shows, most elementary schools are smgle—parlsh
schools. Secondary schools are administered and financed in several ways: by

a single p rish, by several parishes, by the diocese, or by a particular
religious community. The following compares 1970=71 with 1986-87:

————-Elementary_—_—__ ————Secondary_———_
L , 1970-71 1986-87 1970=71 1986-87
Single-Parish... 92.6% 86.6% 23.2% 16.4%
Inter-Parish.... 3.5 7.4 11.6 ~9.5
Diocesan..cecss. 0.3 2.3 26.3 34.7
Private......... ——326_ e o —238:9_ =234
_Total..eeeennn. 100,0% - 100,0% = 10050% 19&.‘9%

still 86. 6%, ,of the total in 1986-87. When elementary schools could ot
continue alone, they either closed, consolidated with a nearby parish, or
were operated by the diocese. As for secondary schoels, single-parish schools
are a much smaller percentage today (16.4%). Diocesan high schools comprise
35% of the total, but private high schools sponsored by religious communities
continue to represent the largest number (556) and share (39.4%).

Location of Schools

Table 4 shows where Catholic schicols are located and some of the changes
since 1970-71. The following percentages prov1de an_ -overview:

—Blementary.---- = _____ Secondary__——_—
1970-71 1986-87 1970-71 1986-87
Urban....:. 46.3% 44.4% 54.2% 53.1%
Suburban.. . 24.3 30.3 25.5 29.8
Rural...... 29,3 _25.3 20,3 21751
Total.... 100.,0% = = 100:0% _ 100.0%  loo.0%

The percentage of urban schools has decreased very slightly for elementary and
secondary schools. The share of suburban schools has increased significantly
and the percentage of rural schools has declined 51gn1f1cantly on both the
elementary and secondary levels. Rural schools face _problems which do not

lend themselves to solutions available to more populatéd areas, e.d.,
oconsolidations.

Enrolluwent Sizes
~ In regard to schools by enrollment Size, Market Data Retrieval
provides the following breakdowns-

. Z==== Elementary————— A*fffSecondarvf
Enrellment 1975-76 1985-86 1975-76 1985-86
Under 300....... 4,947 5,358 = -
300-500cc.cc0aen 2,074 1,690 - -
over 500......:. 1,308 742 =__ -
Under 500....... - - 939 751
500-1000........ - - 525 454
Over 1000....... —T e —— —=183 —-182
Total..eoeescs 8,329 1,790 1,647 1,387

Elementary schools over 300 pupils are decreasing; secondary schools over
1,000 are stable.



_ Tabie No. 3
1970-71 thru 1986-87

. —_.1970-71 __1981-82 __—1986-87
Elementary —Nos__ 3 __ No._ 3 GNo._- 3

Parish 8,676 92.6 7,124 8.1 6,675

Inter-Parish 328 3.5 453 .7 572
Diocesan -30 9.3 147 1.8 179
6 4
Q

o
.

Bl

Private 336 __3.f 272 _3. ——<283
Total 2370 100.0 7,996 100, 1:709

Secondary S S o o e
Parish 460 23.2 324 21.6 231
Inter-Parish 230 11:6 155 10.4 134
Diocesan 520 26:3 480 32.0 490
Private —220 38,9  _539  36.0 __556

Total 1,280  100.0 1,498  100.0 1,411
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_ Table No. 4
_Location of Schools
1970-71 thru 1986-87

S _1970-73 - 198182 __1986-87__
Elementary _Nos_ —%— _—Nos—_ $__ No; _ 3__
Urban 4;338 46.3 3,598 45.0 3,424 44.2
Suburban 2,286 24.4 2,239 28.0 2,332 30.3
Rural 2:746 29,3 24159 27.0  1:953  _25.3
Total 2:370 100.7 7,996  100,0 7,709  100.0

Secondary o L oo o
Urban_ 1;073 54.2 764 51.0 756 53:1
Suburban 505 25.5 444 29.6 420 29.8
Rurat —-402 20,3 290 194 _ 241  _17.1

Totat 1.980 1000 498  100.0 1,411  100.0

_ TableNo. 5 I
Enrollment by Grade Levels -——as Percentage of Total
1967-68, 1973-74, 1982-83; 1985-86

Grade Level 1967-68 1973-74 1982-83 1985-86
Grade 1 ... 1276% 11.2% 12:7% 13.9%
cees 1330 11.5 12.5 13.3
cies 1350 12.1 12:2 13.1
cees 13.1 12.8 12.0 12.5
sias i3:0 13.1 12:3 12.3
seas 12.5 13.4 13:0 12.0
eias 11.6 13.1 13:6 11.4
el g 1218 2.3 115
Elementary .... 100:0% 1000% 100.0% 100,9%
Grade 9 .... 27.6% 27.7% 26.9% 26.5%
10 .... 26:1 25.6 25.4 26.0
11 .... 23:.9 24.1 24.1 24.3
o0l 2 2256 o 232
Secondary ... 100,0% 100,0% 100.0% 100,0%

00 ~J OV Ut i W N




student_Enrollment
In 1986-87, Catholic K-12 enrollment ceclined from 2,819,000 to
2,735,000, a decrease of 84,C00 pupils or 3%.

iﬁi@gentaxz_ ég%gndaﬂ%__ W—ﬁgtal —
pils _%_ s

1979"80- eee 72'000 3.0 7;9000 0.8 79,000 fl
1980-8l.... 24,000 1.1 9,000 1.1 33,000 1.1
1931~ 82.... 3,000 0.1 9,000 1.1 12,000 0.4
1982-83.... 41,000 1.8 27,000 3.3 68,000 2.2
1983-84.... 46,000 2.1 11,000 1.2 57,000 1.9
1984-85.... 60,000 2.7 6,000 0.8 66,000 2.2
1985-86.... 62,000 2.9 22,000 2.8 84,000 2.9
1986-87.... 50,000 2.2 34,000 4.5 84,060 3.0

The declines of the past five years seem to signal that the national trend of

fewer school—age children has clearly affected Catholic schools, first on the

elementary, and then on the secnndary levels. The 34,000 decline in

secondary enrollment calls for further analysis, espec1ally since the National

Center for Education Statistics projects that secondary school enrollments

will not begin to increase until 1991-92. On the elementary level. the
number of school-age children btegan to increase again in 1985-86.

It should be noted that although the Catholic sector of non-public education

is st111 cec11n1ng sanewhat, the Naticnal Center for EducatlonﬁStat;stlcs
reports growth in enrollments for the other private schools. Catholic

education is fast approaching a 50-50 partnership with the rest of the

private sector. As mentioned earlier, Catholic school enrollments in 1980-81

comprised only 63% of the total private sector, as compared to 87% in 1965-66.
Enroilment Characteristics

Most enroliment characteristics have been described in previous NCEA

Pubixcatlons., However, two items are usually of special interest;, i.e.,

the percentage of Catholics in Catholic schools; amxd enrollment by grade

levels: The percentage of Catholics has decresased significantly since

1969-70; the first year in which this data was gathered:

o catbelic Neon=Catholic
1969-70. ... 97.3% 3.7%
1983-84.... 88.9% 11:1%
1986-87..:. 88.3% 11.7%

Most Catholic: school: students are Gathollc, but the percentage of non-
Catholics is increasing. The percentage of non-Catholics is
generally a little higher on the secondary level.

As for enrollment by grade 1evels, eathoixc schools have never really 1eft
the 1-8 elementary and 9-12 secondary structure. Table No: 5 on the prevxous

page indicates that the elementary school distribution of the 1960's is

returning, ise. the larger percentages in the early grades; a leveling off in

the middle grades;, and lower percentages in grades 7-8. Yecondary continues

the pattern of declining percentages from grade 9 to grade 12, but the

variations between classes are not as great as they were in 1967-68 or

1973-74, perhaps reflecting better student retention.




No. 6

_Taple
Enrcllment by Region-thousands_of ils
h%)82—83 thru 1986-87 Pup

Elementary 1982-83 1233,34 l&&&:&& 1285_36 1986-87
New England 146 138 126
Mideast - 709 688 663 637 615
Great Lakes 581 572 557 543 534
Piains 198 196 192 19) 188
Southeast 253 248 244 238 233
West/Far West 338 332 --325 2317 311
- United States 2225 2.179 2:119 2.057 2,007

Secondary . __ _ o
New England 67 66 66 64 62
Mideast 263 257 255 246 234
Great Lakes 195 192 190 1384 174
Plains 66 64 63 61 58
Southeast 87 -88 -88 86 83
wast/Far West 123 123 122 121 117
- United States 801 790 784 162 128

All Schools o . - o
New England 213 209 204 196 1&8
Mideast 972 95 918 883 849
Great Lakes 776 764 747 727 708
Plains 264 260 255 251 246
Southeast 340 336 332 324 316
West/Far West 461 455 —=447 ——438 —-428

United States 3,026 2:269 2:.903 2£819 2.733

Table No. 7
Enrollment by Region—by Pércentages
1982-83 thru 1986-87

Elementary 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86  1986-87
New England 1 6.6% 6.6% 6.5% _6.4% -6.3%
Mideast 31.8 31.6 31.3 31.1 30.6
Great Lakes 26.1 26.2 26.3 26.4 26.6
Plains 8.9 9.0 9.1 . 9.2 _9.4
Southeast 11.4 11.4 11.5 11.5 11.6
West/Far West _12:2_ 15.2_ 15.3_ —15.4- —15:5_

~ United states 100,0% 100.0% 100.0% 100,0% lQQ;Oi

Secondary B o o
New England 8.4% 8.4% 8.4% 8.25 _3.5%
Mideast 32.8 326 32.5 32.4 32:1
Great Lakes 24.3 24.4 24.3 24.2 23.9
Plains 8:2 8.1 8.1 _B.0 _8.0
Southeast 10.9 11.0 11.2 11.2 11.4
West/Far West _12:4_ _19:5_ —15:5- —35:8- -16.1

- United States 100:0%  100.0%  100.0% 100.0%  100,0%
ALl Schools - o .

New England -7:1% 7;]% 7 0% _7.0% - 6.9%
Mideast 32.1 31.9 31.7 31.4 31.0
Great Lakes 25.6 25.7 25.7 25.8 25.9
Plains 8.7 8.7 8.8 8.9 _9.0
Southeast 11.2 11.3 11.4 11.4 11.6
West/Far West 153 _13:3_ _15:4_ =15s5- ~12:6_

United States 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.6%




Enrollment in Key States
As Table 8 shows, ten states account for over two-thirds of Catholic

school enrollment. New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, California, and Chio
(the top five) comprise 47.6% of the enrollment. In many ways, this is
merely a reflection of national statistics, since these five states plus
Texas constitute the six most populous states, although in different order.

Michigan ranks elghth in population. New Jersey, Louisiana, Massachusetts,
and Wisconsin Se@em to indicaté a special influence of Catholic culture.

These ten states generally dictate the national trends in Catholic
ediication. The 3.1% decline in 1986-87 by these ten largest is about the same as

the national percentage decline. In 1986-87, the 59,700 decline in these
states was 71.2% of th= national 83,900 and this percentage is almost
identical to their share of the total (68.1%).

In 1986-87, percentage declines varied considezably amorig the top ten. New

York and Pennsylvania accounted for 27% of the national deciine. Percentage
declines by Louisiana, Michigan, and Massachusetts were higher than the
national 3.0%. California, Illinois, and Wisconsin declined noticeably less than

the national average. The other states seemed to reflect the national trend.

_ catholic school enrollment is also concentrated in certain dicceses.
Dioceses are larger than the metropolitan area providing the name, but most of
the enrollment in these twenty actually does come from the major city.and
immediats suburbs of that area, Tne twenty largest dioceses serve 50.2% of
the total enrollment in Catholic Ziementary and secondary schools. They too
reflect and determine the mational trends.

~ In 1986-87, the 40,900 decline in these dioceses was 48.7% of the national
83,500 decline. More will be said about Cath~iic education, minority groups,
and urban education, but it is extremely important to point out that about
one-half of all Catholic chool pupils are located in twenty metropolitan
areas pivotal to the entire American culture. These dioceses have been
entwined with the social, economic, and cultural developments of these large
urban areas smce the turn of the century, and W111 contlnue to be a

~ As a group, Chlcago, Philadelphia, New York, Brooklyn, and Los Angeles
(the top five) comprise 23% of the national enrollment. The state of New
York has four of the largest dioceses. Percentage declines by Rockville

Centre, Newark, Toledo, St. Paul, Washington, D.C., Pittsburgh, Baltimore
and Detr01t were hlgher than the natlonal 3.0%. Chlcago, Cleveland,

the national average.

These twenty large dioceses reflect enrollment changes caused by the

decline in the number of school-age children. In 1981-82, six dioceses

reported enrollment increases. Since 1983-84, with very few exceptions,

every major state and diocese has reported enrollment declines.




-Tablé No. 8
Student Enrollment—Ten Largest States
1985-86 and 1986-87

o —-Decrease
. ~State_____ -1985-86 _ -1986-87 _Pupils .
1. New York 352;960 339,860 13,100 3.7
2. Pennsylvania 278,100 268,900 9,200 3.3
3. Illinois 253,500 248,300 5,200 2.1
4. California 250,600 245,600 5,000 2.0
5. Chio 204,100 198;400 5,700 2.8
6. New Jersey 165,600 159,209 6,400 3.9
7. Michican 118,800 113,600 5,200 4.4
8. Louisiana 105,700 100,600 5,100 4.8
9. Massachusetts 99,900 97,100 2,800 2.8
10. Wisconsin -=-93:300 ———91:300 2000 2.1
Largest States 1,922,500 1,862,800 52,700 3.1
United States 2,811,300 2,734,400
Percent...... 68.2% 68:1%
Table Fo. 9

Student Enrollﬁéht——mwenty Eafgest Dioceses
1985-86 and 1986-87

I B Decrease

, _Diocese =1985-87_ -1986-87_ -Bupils_ 3_
1. Chicago 170,200 166,900 3,300  1.9%
2: Philadeiphia 151,300 146;600 4,700 3:1
3. New York 118,000 114,800 3;200 27
4. ILos Angeles 106,600 105,100 1;500 1.4
5. BEQQ’SIYH QBIQQQ 95;000 3;000 321
6. Detroit 75,700 72; 800 2;900 3.8
/. Cleveland 75,200 73,900 1,300 1.7
8. Newark 69,100 66,100 3,;000 4.3
9. Boston 66,200 64,600 1;60¢C 2.4
10. St. Louis 63,100 61,900 1,200 1.9
11. New Orleans 59,500 57,800 1,700 2.9
120 Cincinnati 53,800 53,000 800 15
13 Milwaukee 46,800 45,800 1;000 2.1
14: Rockviile Centre 42,600 40,300 2,;300 5.4
15: Pittsburgh 41,200 39,300 1,900 4.6
16. Baltimore 37,700 35,800 1,900 5.0
17. St.Paul-Minneapolis 36,900 35,300 1,600 4.3
18. BUff?;:O 35,100 35;000 100 023
19; Tolede 33,500 31,700 1,800 5.4
20. Washington; D.C.* —-=332300 —--31,200 _211@@ 6.3

Largest Dioceses..... 1,413,800 1;372;900 40,900 2.9

United States........ 2,818,300 2,734;400

Percent...cviieiucass 50.2% 50.2%

* Tn 1986-87, Trenton (with 31,600 students) replaced Washington, D.C. as the
20th largest diocese.




Etbnic Minorities

The role and contribution of Catholic schools in ethnic minority

educat.ion has been and remains extremely important on the elementary and
secondary school level. Most Catholic schools wers built in the major

cities, and the large dioceses have made an outstanding effort to keep urban
§g%gols open. The rural schools, not the urban, have closed at the faster
rate.

__ Efforts by Catholic schools to help minority education have been
complicated by the expiosion of many factors within the Catholic school
system, i.e., the large declines in the number of religious comminity B
members, inflation, the increase in lay teacher salaries, the mcvement of 6
many people to the suburbs in the 1960's. Through it all, however,
statistics indicate that Catholic schools remain integrally involved with

minority education and with urban problems in this country.
Minority Enrollment Trends
~_Bs Tables 10 and 11 show, the percentage of ethnic minority students in

Catholic elementary and secondary schools combined has increased froi. 10:8%
in 1970-71 to 21.8% in 1986-87. The following describes these increases since
1970-71:

——— Minority Eprollments - ___ . ___

o 1970=71 1980-81 1986-87
Hispanic.... 216,500 256,000 261,300
BlacKkesaoes s 209.500 252,900 244,400
Asian....... 23,500 52,100 81,600
Indian...... 20,400 ——9-7Q0 9,300
Total.... 469,900 570,700 296,600

Hispanic and Black students are about equal in number; and together .
constitute 85% of the minority students in Catholic Schiools. The number of
Asian American students has increased dramatically. The number of American
Indian students has declined.

It is noteworthy that, despite the fact that total Catholic school )
enrollment had declined 1,629,000 pupils (37%) since 1970-71, the number of
ethnic minority students has increased by 126,700 (27%). Hispanic students

in Catholic schools are about 97% Catholiz. Howevel, Black students are 64%

non—-Catholic.

Comparison_of Elementary apd_Secondary Fthnie Enrollment

___Of the 596,600 students from major ethnic minorities in 1986=87, about
458,100 were in elementary schools and 138,500 in high schools. The following
compares 1970-71 and 1986-87.

Hispanic::.: 177,900 201,900 28,600 59,400
Blackisssesas 172,000 188,100 32;599 56,300

Catholic elementary schools have 73% of the Catholic school enrolliént and

77% of the minority students; so elementary schools serve a slightly higher

share of ethnic minority students than secondary schools.

15 21



Elementary

Black Americans
Hispanic imericans
Asian Americans
American Indians
All Others

Total

Secondary
Black Americans
Hispanic Americzns
Asian Americans
American Tadians
111 others

Total

811 Schools

Black Americans
Hispanic Americans
Asian Americans
American Indians
All Cthers

Total

Table No. 10
Catholic School Enrollment—by

].97(7—71: 1980-81, 1985-86, 198v-87

_1970=71
172;000
177,900

18,300
18,000

1,008,100

205,500
216,500

lx.&ZQ:AﬂQ

252,990
256,000
52;100
- ~--9,700
22535,600
3.106,300

Téble No. 11

L.E‘ELZQQ
2,061,000

57,500
60,200
17,900
2,70C
QZLEQQ
160,200

Ethnic Background

.;385_31
188,100
2017900

61,400
-6, 700

588,900
727,400

244,400
261,300

Catholic School Ethnic Enrollment--by Percentages
197G-71, 1980-81, 1985-86, 1986-87

Elementary

Black Amwericans

Hxspan:;gimgglcans
Asian Americans
American Indians
All Others

Total

Secondary .
Black Americans
Hispanic Americans

Asian Americans
American Indians
All Others

Fotal
All Schools

Black Americans
Hispan'/: Americans
Asian Americzas
American Indians
All Others

Total

1985-86
0.2%
10.2
2.9
0.3
_17:4
100.0%

6%

_QLB
100.0%

8.7%
9:6
2.7
0.4
_18.6
100.0%

1986-87
9.4%
10.1

3.1
0.3
100.0%



Total Staff and Pupil/Teacher Patios

In 1986-87, the total full-time teachlrg staff in Catholic elementary anc
seccndary schovls was 141,930 (I'slle 12). ‘There are about 93,500 €lementary
and 48,400 secondary teacheL,s., Despite the loss of enrollment, the
professional staff oontirived to increasec until 1985-%4. Thé fOllQWlng ,
provides an overview of national Catholic schoo? pupil/teacher ratios since
the higher enrollment levels of a generation ago.

Netxeae1_2u91¢£T3§gh§£:Bagie

Elementary Secondary
1968-65.... 31.3 19.2
,19’3_24030. 26-4 lz-?
1978-79.... 24.0 17.2
1983-84.... 22.1 16.3
1984-85.... 21.2 15.6
1985~86.... 21.3 15.2
1985-87.... 21.4 15.0

The puvil/teacher ratio in elementary schiools haz decreased from 31 students
per full-time teacher in 1968-69 to about 21. ‘iiie S°condary school ratio was
a respectable 19.2 in 1968-6€3, and hass iowered o 15.0 in 1986-87. These

lower ratios reflzact in great part the efforts of Catholic schools tc improve

statf and class sizes.
Change-TFron-Beligious to-Lay-Staff

We have described the charige in the number of schocls and in the
enrollment, but the most radlcal changes have probably been with profsssional
staff and administration. As Table 14 shows, lay teachers continue 0
replace sisters, biothers, and prle..ats. This shift from religious tc lay
staff actually began in the 1950's and was a pre-Vatican II phenomenorn.
Looking at the last fifteen years or Sso, the percentage of lay staff
increased from 45.4% in 1968-69 to 83% in 1986-87 on the elementary level and
from 41.3% to 78.5% on tne secondary level.

Catholic schools se . to function well with tcday's predominantly lay staff.
The loss of so many :.engmus community members and clergymen has created new

needs and problems, but it has not, as some had pradicted, resulted in the
demise of the Catholic school system. In general, garents ané students have

accepted today's lay staff, and the shift does not seem to present
fundamental academic or administrative probleis.

Eiéluétién.éﬁ_Staff

school Faculties and the popularly accepted measures applied to gauge the

quality of a professional staff, j.e., the degrees earned, the state's

ceitification of the teacher, and the years of teaching experience. From

1969 to 1972, NCEA gathered sufficient data to describe the Catholic school

faculty and its trends at that time:. On the basis of that data, znd of the
intensive study just completed on Catholic high schools, the faculty is
professionally degreed, certified where approvriate and well experienced.

Specific information can be obtained from other NCEA publications.

While the above measures are corimonly used to evaluate the professmnai
staff of a school, Catholic schools believe that more values are irvolved
than these here mentioned. An experienced, certified teacher with a :
doctorate and a small class is not necessarily the best individual to guide
the educational development of a student, although these qualification are
certainly steps in the right direction. Personal, social, &nd religicus
values often are as, if not more, important.
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Tabie No. 12
Full-Time Teaching Staff
1982-83 thru 198687

Elementary 1982-83  1983-R4 1984-85 1985-86 1985-:87
Sisters:...... 21,597 20,399 19,511 17,799 15,902
Male Religious 515 508 - - 530 ~- 484 _. 436

Lay Teachers:. 23:228 71.58%  79.779 18458  77:216
Tota®.. 97,337 98,591 39,820 96,741 93,554

Secondagy - o o o
SistérS...e... 8,016 7,728 7,328 6,924 5,306
Mzle Religious -4,992 4,683 4,608 4,334 -4,087

Lay ‘Teachers.. 36,115  35:911 38,032  38.585 37,983
Total.. 49,123 48,322 50,068 49,853 48,376

All schools o R
Sisters....... 29,613 28,127 26,839 24,733 72,208
Male Religious 5,507 5,101 5,138 - 4,818 4,523

Lay Teachers.. 111,340 113.595 117,913 117.043 115.199
Total.. 146,460 146,913 149.888 146,594 141,930

Table No. 13

Full-Time Teaching Staff—by Percentages
1982-83 thru 1986-87

Elepentary 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1985-86 198687
S1SterS.......  22.0¢ 20.7% 19.6% 18.4% 7.0%
Male Religious 0. 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5

Lay Teachers.. 1.3 78.8_  _79.9_  _8l.1. —82+5-
wotal.. 100,03  100.0%  100.0%8  100.0%  100.0%

Secondary - o o o
Sisters.......  16:3% 16.0% 14.6% 13.9% 13
dale Religious  10.2 9.7 9.2 8.7 8.
Lay Teachers.. _73,5_  _74.3 _76.2-  _77:4. 78

Total.. 100,0% 100.0% 100.u% 1000% 160,

All_Scheols o o . -
Sisters.......  20.28% 19.2% 17.9% 16.9% 15.
Malé Religious 3.8 3.5 3.4 3.3 3.
Lay Teachers.. 76,0  _77.3  _78.7-  .79.8.  _gl.

Total.. 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 160,0% 10

 Table No. 14
Percentages of Lay/Religioiis Teachers
1658-69 to 1986-87

::___.___lementazy ] - ———————Seccndary
R ~Staff Religicus _Lay  _sStaff. Religious _Lay
1968-69.. 115,600 54.6% 45.4% 51,900 58.7% 41.3%
1972-73.. 105,400 42.2 57.8 50,600 46.1 53:9
1976-77.. 100,600 33.9 66.1 50,600 36.7 63.3
1980-81.. 96,700 25:8 74.2 49,000 29.5 70:5
1982-83.. 97,400 22.7 77.3 49,100 26.5 73.5
1984-85.. 99,800 20:1 79.3 50,100 23.8 76.2
1985-86.. 96,700 18:9 81.1 49,800 22:6 77.4
1986-87.. 93,600 i7.0 83.0 48,400 21.5 78.5
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TOTAL STAFF
ELEM & SEC
141.930

SECONDARY

-FULL-TIME TEACHING -STAFF -

ELEMENTARY
-21

SUMMARY TOTALS

NUMBER STUDENTS

NUMBER SCHOOLS
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