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BANK STREET WRITER 111

Producer: Scholastic, Inc. Copyright: 1986
Type: word processor Grade Level: 2-1?
Price:  79.95 (AP}, $5.95 (IB) Hardware: AP, IB

Lab Packs: 129.95/5 copies

Comporients: Double=sided pcogram disk for the 40~ and 80-column
version with tutorial and backup; double~sided program disk for 20~column

version with tutorial and backup; doubie-sided dictionary disk and

backup, reference guide for teachers; student gu1de, set of 14 w-1ting
process activities, supplementary set of 21 brief composition exercises.

Besc:iptibn., Thls enhanced versxon of the earller Bank Street erter

remalnlng easy to learn and use:. It now includes & cholce of 20-, 40- or

80~-column display, a fully 1ntegrated 60,000-word spelling checker, an

oii-line thesaurus with a 50,000~word dxctIonary, a calculator and an

optlon for the teacher to create frozen wr1t1ng prompts which students
cannot write over. The expanded teacher utilities include chain
printing, programmablz function keys (macros); print-to-disk and
print-to-screen features. The 20~-column version is on a separate disk

from the 40- and BO-column version; both program disks contain a tutorial
introduction.

When USlnL the thesauru; or spelling check=r,7the questionable word in
the document can be automatically repiaced with a singgested word.

Ind1v1dual words can be checked as you compose or the whole document
checked once it's completed. Additional words can be sdded to both
dictionarieés. Users can create up to twenty Ymacros” which eriablés two
keystrokes to do the worx of several. The frozen text feature allows

teacherz to create on-screen lessons, quizzes or guideéd student writing.

Comménts:

° Thls newest version is loaded w1th useful featJres but is not
overwhelming. It looks and acts like the earlier BSw versions
(original and BSW II) and new features are access1ble when one 1is
ready for them. The earlier versions are still available.

[y Some features are not avaliabie In the 20-column version: speiiing

A good word processor for s.rious work yet easy to learn and use.

° The spelling checker is also avallable separately as Bank Street

Speller. 1t is compathie with both the original version and Bank

Street Writer II. It costs $(4.95:;



Evaluation:

Note: There are numerous favorable reviews of prior versions of Bank
Street Writer.

1. Excellent. Features are now easier to perform and new advanced
features add a tremendous amount of power. Electronic Learning,
January 1987, p. 30.

l 0966C 2 5
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ACTIVITY FILES POR THE BANK STREET WRITER: VOLUME 1

Producer: Scholastic, Inc: Copyright: 1983
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 6-8
Price: 59:95 Hardware: AP IB CO AT

Lab Packs: 89.95/5 copies

Components: 130-page tescher's manual, three copies of thé program
disk.

Description: These activities are based on the process approach to

writing and focus on prewriting, composing, revising and publishing while

using Bank Street Writer: Each activity emphasizes a language arts

objective as well as mastery of a Bank Street Writer feature.

In general, activities include a file of on-screen prompts asking
students to think, write; revise; etc. Most activities present an

individual challengs (try to change a passage from first to third person
in a minimum number of steps); but many activitiés réquire a partner
{react to another student's woiting).

Evaluation:

1. Highly recommended. Intriguing prewriting activities will fire the
imaginations of students. Program leads naturally to peer

collaboration: Curriculum Review, May/June 1986, p. 36.

2. beSitéBiéi7ﬂ¢§éé§i§é;76bengﬁaeﬁ éctivigiéé,éﬁcoutége students to use
pioblem—soivingi§ggiis; Technology-in Curriculum--Language Arts;

California Department of Education. 1986.

3. Highly recommended. Interesting and creative methods are used fo
teach word processing skills. MicroSIFT. Northwest Regional

Educational Laboratory, January 1987.

0556C 3 8



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ACTIVITY FILES POR THE BANK STREET WRITER: VOLUME 2

Producér: Scholaétic, Inc. Copyright: 1984
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 4- -6
Price: B89.95 Hardware: AP IB CO AT

Lab Pucks: 39.95/5 copies

éomponents: 96-page teacher's handbook, three copies of the program
disk.

Bescriptioh- Th1s collectlon of 40 prepared iessons of 3-5 act1v1t1e°
each explores different forms of writing (narratlve, descr1pt1ve,

expository, etc.) by focusing on specifxc writing skills (explain a

process; wrlte sequentxai directions, describe actions, etc.). 1In each

activity, on-screen prompts direct students either to think about

something and then write; or to read, write or revise a passagé. The

backside of the program disk contains an item bank of all obi stives and

activities used in the lessons. The item bank can be used to build
custom lessons for individual students.

Evaluation:

1. Desiraple. Act1v1t1es serve as mot1vators to wrlte, proofread and
edit. Documentation is extensive. Technology in- -Curricvlum-=Language

Arts. California Department of Ec¢ucation, 1986.

2. Highly recommended. ObJectzves are clearly stated in the item skills

bank. When designing new lessons, the database matches specific

goals with item numbers (actlvxtles) MicroSIFT. Northwest Regional

Educaticnal Laboratory, Janvary 19§87.

0966C 3



BARD'S *PRO-AM® WRITING SYSTEM

Prodocer: Writing Scftware International

€opyr1aht- 1985 o . o
Type: word processor Grade Level: 3-12
Price: 69:.95 o Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 259:00/10 copies

Components: Three double-sided disks containing the starter and

exper ienced 1eve1 word proc2assors, a tutorxal a work disk, 40- and

80~column versions of th° profeslenal level word processors ancé spelling

dictionary,; 47-page user's manual:

Descrxptxon- This system provxdes three separate word processors of

different lesvels of sophisticationi. The lower levels, Starter and

Experienced; have fewer features and are primarily ménu driven. For

example; the starter level supports basic text entry (40-column), ed1ting

and printing without block operations or search and replace. An

1ntegrated speiilng cherker _can be used with *ne upper two levels Thé

insert feature that allows you to create macros or_a set. of commonly

used phrases that are instantly inserted with a couple of keystrokes.

On-screen help is jUSt an ESC Key away. A tutorial for beginners is

provided on the backside of one disk.

This is a very straxghtforward word processor w1th a lot of usetful

features for the tlassroom including a spelling checker that provides

correctlon optIons once questxonable words are 1dent1f1ed There are

reasonabie prJ . The 50 OOO—word spellxng corrector is qu1ckly

alternative spellxngs and wlll replace m1sspelled words in the document.
The quick insert feature is also very easy to use.

Comments:

o Thxs is a very well-designed word processor--easy to use and grow
with.

e A full-featured package for the price.

Evaluation:

1. Excellent. Easy for the beglnner yet appeallng to ths frequent

user. Region X Software fConsortium. May 1986,

0966C 5
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FREDWRITER

Producer: Steele Pubiisﬁiﬁé Copyright: 1985
Type: word processor Grade Level: 3-12
Price: 40.00 with lesson set Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: Unlimited copying

Components: Five double-sided disks conta1n1ng the main program, FrEd

Tips; Frilless Frid, seven lesssons.: (All documentation is on disk and
must be printed.)

Description: This word processor has the customary set of features for

entering; revising and printing text but is a standout because of its

price. Educators are free to make copies and distribute to students.

Features that_make it a usefuol sehool product include help screens that

list all commands and then describe the operation of each; 40- or
80~column dzspiay optrons, frozen prompts that can be inserted in files

to give guided writing 1nstruct10ns to students. The package includes a

set of Writing Lesson disks created by educators and a FrEdWriter Tips

disks of useful, advanced 1nformatxon. The packagé contains complete

documentation on disk ready to be printed out.

€ons1der1nc price and qual1*y, FrEdWrxter 1s 1mpre°s1ve. It is friendly

and has a full set of file management features and printer controls.

Menus make it easy to jump from oné activity tc another, Z.g9., format a

new disk before saving a file.

Comments:

® Once past the openxng menu, all word processor functions are

per formed by commands and whxle on-screen help is readily available,

teachers will need to provide a lot of support until ccmmands are

mastered.
Evaluations:

1. pesirable. Excellent and comprehen§ivé Support materials including

tests, sampie iessons anc suggestions for adarting the lessons.

Technoiogy in €urr4culumr-Language Arts. California Department of
Education; 1986.

2. Excellent. Has all tne baslc features students will evir need and is

relativety easy to usoy. Electrenae;Learn1ng, January 1987, p. 30.

0965C 6
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PREDLESSONS

Producer: Steel. Publishing

§ys£em: FrEdWriter ﬁopytight:, i986,
Type: writing activities o Grade Level: 3-12
Price: $40.00 (comes with FrEdwriter) Bardware: AP

Lab Pack: Unlimited copy:ing

Description: The FrEdWriter package includes FrEdLeéSsons which are

eight complete lesson plans and files of prompted writing. Since the
lessons were created Ly teachers; they have been classroom tested and

perfected. Each lesson is structured around a popular piecz of

children's literature and incorporates the coricepts of the Haticnal

Writing Project. Four of the eight lessons are designed for elementary

students in grades 3-~6. The lesson descriptions are very detailed and
include offline as well as FrEdWriter activities, The teacher':. guide
for each lesson is in FrEdWriter documents that must be printed.

Bandouts and instruction sheets are also on disk.

Comments:
® The lessons are remarkably detailed; this makes modification easy

because the original lesson is so carefully spelled ont.

0966C 7
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HOMEWORD PLUS

Producer: Sierra-On Line Copyright: 1985
Type: word processor Grade Level: 3-12
Price: 69.95 ) o Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: additional copies $10.00/each

Components: Double-sided program disk, spelling disk, 122-page user's
guide.

Description: This word processor features 1cons for 1dent1fy1nc and

selecting functions. As students become familiar with the program;
command codes using the open Apple kéys can be used. The type size can

be 40- or 80-column: The spelling checker only identifies and underlines

suspected misspellings (those not found in the 30,000-word dictionary).

Students must return to the document and correct the marked words. Some

additional features are options for automatic backups; file merging, file
linking when prIntIng, a typewrxter mode for pr1nt1ng as keys are

pressed; on-screen format of document layout and automatic point headers
for outline indents.

Comments:

° This program is a llttle clumsy in operat1on, but It has a ful‘

complement of features including advanced 1aycut options such as

automatic point headers and indents for outlines.

€ he spelrxng checker is a little dlsappOInt ng in that suggested

correct spellxngs are not displayed once m1sspe111ngs are

identified--this is not a spelling corrector. A 30,000-word

dictionary is pretty small for advanced students' vocabulary level.
While words can be added to a special file. this reguires some éxtra

manipulation beyond what the menu supports:

) The earlier version, Homeword, was marketed 1n a school ed1t10n and
incicded a special Teacher's Manual. This version is no longer
available.

0966C 8
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LOGOWRITER

@rOEUCet: 7L6§b éomputér Systems, Inc. copy;iggigr 1986
Type: w~otrd pProcéssing Grade Level: 3-8
Priceé: 450.00 Hardware: AP CO IB

Lab Packs: cost includes site license

Components: One copyable double-sided disk, ll2-page teacher's manual,

reference guide; six student workbookiets; six sets of 10 or more student
activity cards, posters; keyboard stickers.

Description: LogoWriter combines word Processing with the Logo
programming environment. Students can work with text, graphlcs,r

animation and sound. .Using a project approach; togoerter provides a

large seguence of 1nterdxsc1p11nary act1v1t1es so that students learn

LogoWriter by doing and experlmentlng. Students can create 1llustrated

cards, branching stories, animated puns or interactive stories while
learning Logo, LogoWriter and other content skiiils:

cop1es for the classrooms at the site. For an additional $150, schools

may make copies for students to take home.
Comments:

® As a word processor alone; it is not suxtable for doxng extended

written work even though more elaborate word proce551ng commands can
be constructed using Logo procedures: Nevertheiess, "By changing

their word processor [eiementary students] gain the sense of controi

cver the computer tha 1lies at the heart of the Logo philosophy. It

is anti-educational to nge children software tools as 'black boxes.'

They cannot understand change. (Seymour Papert, Classroom Computer
Learning, April 1986; p: 40)

® For teachers who are excited by and comtortable with the Logo

environment,; LogoWriter has wonderful possiblities.

) The booklet actitivities are 1nterdlsc1p11nary and have application

in areas other than 1anguage arts or math/programmlng
Evaluation:

1. Overall Rating #-. Program is easily used by young students and

fully utilizes the computer's capabllltxes. The accompanying

materials offer a comprehenazve curriculum with ideas for 1ntecrat10n

into many subject areas. Educational Software Repozt;fElect{onlc
Learning, October 1986, p, 2.

0966C 9
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MAGIC SUATE

Producer: Sunburst Copyright: 1985
Type: wcrd processor Grade Level: 2-i2
Price: 63,95 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: $299.85/10 copies

Components: 20/40-column program disk and backup, 80-column program

disk and backup, Magic Slate Handbook (a self-teaching tutorial on paper
for teachers and students), two sets of activities for primary and

intermediate grades; reproducible student workbook, teaching guide,

Description: The first word processor to "grow with you, " Magic Slate

provides a 20-column version with large letters for primary students, a

40-column version for intermediate students, and a full-featured
80-column version for more advanced students. The three versions use
icons and share common commands; so switching to another version is -
easy. Comprehensive support materials include teaching ideas for several
grade levels and reproducible activity pages.

All three versions provide a choice of type styles which are dispiayad as
you enter them. Switching typestyles requires only a Control key command
to get to a menu of typestyles. 1In 20- and 40-column format, screen

display shows the typestyle as it actually will appear when printed.
Comments:

® One of the easiest to get familiar with-=very user friendly.
Performing the block operations {copy and move biocks of text) is a
little awkward:

® Typestyles include superscripts and subscripts which are not common
word processing options to see on Screen. This might be of use in
math (powers of ten) and science (chemical formulas) activities using
word processing. Additional typestyles are available in Magic Slate

Typestyles from Sunburst ($49).

® Large text from the 20-~column version can be used to make quick
transparencies.

Evaluation:
1. Highly Recommended. Three versions make it an extremely flexible

tool. Printing documents that take full advantage of the fancy
printing féétﬁi§§ can be tricky without a more common printer and
card. Electronic Learning, January 1985, p. 4.

2. Recommended. The sequential development of word processing skills
and needs has been well thought out. Evaluations: Microware-

Provincial Educational Media Centre, British Columbia, October 1985,
V.4) n.4.

0966C 10
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Favorably reviewed. An economical word processor with enoudgh
powerful features to make it an attractive choice for use in many

situations. Educational Technology; October 1985, p. 52.

Exenplary. A wonderful, easy, versatile word processor which can be
used effectively by all levels; primary to adult. Technology in

Curriculum--Language Arts: California Department of Education, 1986.

Excellent. Easy for a novice to begin writing with and to learn the
more sophisticated features later. Electronic Learning, January 1987,
p. 30.
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I CAN WRITE!

Producer: Sunburst Copyright: 1986
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 2
Price: 40.00 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: copy a classroom set
Components: Program disk and backup, 126-page teacher's guide.

pesggxptxon.i This collection of 25 language arts activities introduces

grade two writing objectives and the basic word processing features of
Magxc Siate.” stng the 20-column vers1on of Magic Slate; students work

patterns and explore different styles of writing. Each lesson results in
a printed page that students add to their I Can Write! book. Each

student works with his or her own copy of the I Can Write! disk.

Comments:

™ Teachers can modify the pages to personal1ze and individualize the

book even further,

) Second grade students w1ll need some prlor keyboardlng instruction to

make these act1v1t1es effective. Some lessons involve learning the

keyboard as well as a writing skill.

activities.
Evaluation:
1. Recommended. The page templates make it fun and easy for a child to

end up with a personal book. MicroSIFT. Northwest Regional
Educational Laboratory, January 1987.

0966C . 12
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BE A WRITER:

Producer: Sonburtt éopytighti 1986
Tipg: writing activities Grade Level: 3
Price: 40.00 ) Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: copy a classroom set
Components: Program disk and backup, 128-page teacher's guide.

DescrxptIOn- Th1s collect1on of 25 language arts activities introduces

grade three writing objectives and the basic word Processing features of

Magic Slate {20-column version) . Students work with imaginary

characters--Ruby Robot, Giant Georg¢, and others—-while they deveiop

skills with word order, punctuation, complete sentences; combxnxng

sentences: and various writing styles. Each lesson results in a printed

page that students add to their Be a Writer! book. Each student works
with his or her own copy of the Be a Writer! disk.:

Comments:

® This can be a starting package cr used as a continuation of I Can
Write! skills,

® Very comprehensive teacher's manuzl but it lacks a general outline or
overview for planning purposes.

. After 1n1t1al help students could work independently with the

sequence of activities.
Evaluation:

1. Reﬁommended Third graders should find it really fun and rewardlng
to create a personalized book. MicroSIFT. Northwest Regxonal
Educational Laboratory, January 1987.

0966C 13
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WRITE WITH ME!

Producer: Sunburst Copyright: 1986
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 4
Price: 59.00 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 177.00/10 disks
Components: Program disk and backup; 167-page teacher's guide.

Description: This collection of 25 language arts activities introduces
and develops language ét§§7§5§11§7§nd the word processing features of
Magic Slate (40-column version) while creating a complete story. Each

lesson results in a chapter for a story called "Journey to the
Thunderbird.® An element of story writing is explored in each lesson:
character and setting description; use of Cialogue, use of similes
(comparisons), use of conflict (good and evil), introduction of

unexpected events and challenges, character motivation and so forth.

Grammatical structures are introduced as well: Distinguish between
subject and predicate pronouns; corinecting words and compound sentences,

use of adverbs to expand the action of a verb, noun phrases,; etc.

his own version. The entire seguence of lessons becomes a long-term
writing project possibly ;§s§ing a whole school year. Each student works
with her or his own copy of a Write wWith Me! disk.

While there is a basic storyline to follow, each student creates her or

Comments

e Student creativity may be slightly restricted in cases where specific

examples are given and student is asked to replace them.
P FéhtéSY/AdOeﬁEﬁgé storyline may not appeal to both sexes or different
personality types.
Evaluation:
1. Recommended. Could be used to create a classroom book as well as

individual books for each classroom member. MicroSIFT. Northwest

Regional Educational Laboratory, January 1987.

0966C 14
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MASTERTYPE'S WRITER

Producer: D.C.Heatn Copyright: 1986
Type: word processor Grade Level: 1-12
Price: 90.00 Hardware: AP CO

Lab Packs: 360.00/10 copics

Components: Two program disks, one tuioriai disk, 53-pzge teacher's
guide.

Description: This word processor has the usual set of basic teatures

for text entry, revision, saving and printing. It also has several
unusual featiirés including color highlighting, dual writing windows,

maciros, typeface editina, sorting of lists within a docimeént.

Color is used to highlight text for visual distinction on the Scréen,
indicating text that can be témgggari;gihidden frem view, not printed or

for special treatment when ﬁringggiiépdefiined or boldfacej. There are
two adjustable writing windows available, each functioning independently
from the other. Up to 20 different "macros® can be created to perform

sets of keystrokes within a single document. There are seven typeface

options and new ones can be designed. The typeface options include )
animals and very large text; which may appeal to younger students. The

sorting tool is useful for organizing lists of words, numbers or
phrases. For example; students can number their notes when reviewing

them and then use the sort feature to rearrange them in the numbered
sequence. The teacher's guide includes eight teaching units which

introduce and develop skills with the special features discussed abBove.

Comments :

& This word processor has a lot of powerful features, especially for
on-screen work. it is fun to use in that it encourages
experimentation.

Wide selection of type sizes and styles is interésting and unique
arong word processors.

e Other than extra steps when moving blocks of text, the program
operation is straightforward and logical.

e While it does not have "frozen text® for teachers to create prompted
writing activities, color highlighting and filtering can be used to
acccmplish the same effect.

Evaluation:

1. Favorably reviewed. For teachers looking for ways to further assist
their students in improving their organizing, thinking and writing
skills, examine the special features of MasterType's Writer.

The Computing Teacher; April 1986, p. 51.

2. Very good. Outstanding features are windows, macros, color
highlighting and ability to sort text. Electronic Learning,
January 1987, p. 30.
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MECC WRITER

Producer: MECC Copyright: 1985
Type: word processor Grade Level: 6~12
Price: 49.00 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 269.00/10 copies

Components: Procgram disk ané backup, 31<pag: manual:

Description: This is a straightforward, no-frills word procéssor with

the basic features of easy cursor control, deleting and retrieving text,
and saving; loading and printing files, It is easy to learn and use with
the help from an on-screen "getting started® tutorial and help screens.
It provides only 80-column format and formats text on screen exactly as

it will print: Commands use the Cenatrol key and a sinyle mnemonic key.

Manual includes sections for intredecing students to the basic commands

and procedures in a tutorial forpat.

MECC Writer is part of a series of composing tools from MECC. Other
tools in the series included in this report are MECC Speller, Ghost
Writer and MECC Write Start.

Commnents:

® A somewhat limited but clean word processor in that it does basic

things neatly and efficiently but lacks fancy features,

® Blocks of text can be moved but not copied. Placés a merged file
orily in front of the existing fiie.

Evaluation:

1. Desirable. Students need to learn a minimum Of cOMMANdS and foatures

t5_ose this word processor. The documentation is clear and concise.
Technology in Curriculum--Language Arts. California Department of
Education, 1986.

2. Strongly recommended. A "first® word processing program for teachers

and students. Media & Methods, Sept/Oct 1986, p. 58.

3. Grade B-. Help scréeens make the program easy to learn. Software

Reports. Trade Service Publications, Inc., Fall 1986.

Vol
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GHOST WRITER

producer: MECC

System: MECC Writer Copyright: 1986
Type: revising Grade Level: 6-12
Price: 39.C0 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 314.00/10 copies

Componer.ts: Double-sided disk program disk and backup, 32-pagé user's
manoal.

passive voice and conjunctions) and vocabulary (freguericy of each word).
It can resd files created with several different werd processors
ircloding MECC Writer, Apple Writer 1I, Bank Street Writer, Writing
Workshop Magic Windcw 11, PIE Writer, Appleworks, Magic Slate 80,

FrEdWwriter;

The program does not allow stucents to make changes in the dc=ument so
students must have a paper version of the file in hand. Suggestions are
very general and Superficial, but ébo§:§95 a preliminary look at style

and mechanics. Reacability score is based on paragraphs which ire

identified by a carriagé return. Headers and titles are considered a

paragraph and will change a readability score.

Comments:

© Results are all based on strict counts and context is not factored
into an analysis. Hence, there is a certain degree of inaccuracy

from too much generalization.

Evaluation:

1. Favorably reviewed. & guick; uncluttered and valuatle guide for
revision; it gives students useful feedback. The Tonputing Teacher,
November 1986, p. 39.
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MECC SPELLER

Producer: MECC Copyright: 1985
Type: spelling checker Grade Level: 6-10
Price: 39,00 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 264.00/10 copie
Components: Double=sided program disk and backup, 37-page manual

Description: This spelling checker identifies words not fcund in the
main 10;000-word dictionary or the supplementary dictionary of 100 added
words. It will check MECC Writer and AppleWriter II files. The program
identifies instances of words typed twice in a row--a common
typographical error. It also prompts stucents with words that are

potentially confusing because they look siimile~ (desert, dessert) or they
sound alike (die; dye). The teacher can add a glossary of 100 "flag
words® or words that include brief comments such as dsfinitions or
Spelling hints.

Corrections cannot be made as file is checked; results are shown on a
marked printout of the file. Students must use find and replace feature
of the word processor tc make corrections., If results are displayed on
the screer instead of printed, the words are identified but not in

context--not a recommended method for proofreading:

éomméhts:

® If a word is repeatedly misspelled, it will be identified each time.
® Documents under five pages are manageableé during a class period;

longer documents may need to be divided into smaller sections for
proofreading.
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MECC WRITE START

Producer: MECC Copyright:  198%
Type: writing activities Grade Level: €-10
Price: 39.00 Hardware: Ap

Lab Packs: 89.00/5 copies

Compon2nts: Program disk and backup, 52-page manual.

Description:. This collection of ten activities uses a built-in version

of MECC Writer--the word processor. Five of the activities involve
sharing written work with other students, e.g., a class journal for

brainstorming; a browsing library of favorite guotes, personal insights,
song lyrics, etc., or story starters for cooperative stories. The

remaining five activities involve experiménting with language; e.g:,
stream of consciousness writing, expanding descriptive sentences,

creating word pictures and writing formula poetry. All student work can

be saved on disk or printed:
Comments:

© Because the activities ercourage students to write cooperatively, it
provides a large number of opportunities for interaction among

students in a class or several classes.

Writer; students can use it indepandently.

Evaluation:

1. Desirable. This effective program generates creative ideas and a

wide variety of student responses. Technologdy in Curriculum--

Language Arts. California Department of Education; 1986.

2. Highly recommended. Well-structured with opportunities for creative
interaction over time. Good alternative to class journal writing.

MicroSIFT. Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, January 1987.




MILLIKEN WORD PROCESSOR

Producer: Millikén Publishing Copyright: 1983
Type: word processor Grade Level: 1-12
Price: 70.00 Hardware: AP IB

Lab Packs: 75.00/5 additional copies

Components: Two program disks; one backup, 20-page manual, 20
reproducible student activities with teacher's guide.

Description: This word processor has basic word processing features

for text entry and revision including block delete and move (but not
copy) and find: The use of graphics and very simp)e words to describe
processes makes this an appealing choice for young writers: For example,
all file handling is done at a File Cabinet Shown on the screen; so

students Get Files or Throw Away Files instead of loading or deleting

them. The writing area, called the "paper,” is outlined to separate th:

help prompts from a student's text. The pro.ram disk inciudes an
ovn~-screen tutorial that introduces the four utility components: Help
Manual (the on-screen tutorial), Writing Tools (the word processor), File

Cabiret (the file load and save utility) and Typewriter (the print

utility). Text can be displayéd in 40- or 8Y-column format-

The Milliken Word Processor is part of collaction caiied The Writing

workshcp. The other modules, Préwriting and Postwriting, are also
described in this report.

Comments:

® Nice at the beginning, but heavy dependency on menus gets irritating
and too time-consuming zfter a while.

® Program lacks some of the cunveniences that users are growing
accustomed to, e:g:; file names have to be typed in instead of

highlighted to load.
® Nice, clear, easy-to-follow Screens and menus.
e Stodent activities follow the National Writing Project model of

process writing. These activities have to be typed in to a file if

they will be completed using the word processor;
Evaluation:

1. Excellent. The screen display makes this program the easiest for

young children to read and write from. Do=s not leave room for

sophisticated word processing features. Electronic Learning,
October 1984, p. 61.

2. Desirable. With fewer functions than a professional word processor,

it is easier for children to learn. Technology in Curriculum--

Language Arts. California Department of Education, 1986.

3. Favorable Review. An excellent word processor for first-time users.

Curriculum Review, Jan/Feb 1985, p. 44.
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PREWRITING

Producer: Milliken Publishing Copyright: 1985
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 3-~10
Price: 195 00 Hardware: AP I8
Lab Packs 75.00/5 additional coples

Comnonents: Three different program disks with backups; 16-page

manual; 22 reproducible student activities with teacher's guide;

Description: This package includes thres uiiigue prewriting units each
on.a separata disk: "Brainstorming,® "Nutshelling® and Branchxrg.

Braxnstcrming has etudent" free associate up to 24 words or phrfses on a

topi:: The list ot words is then organlzed into groups with a _name.

Brancliing has students spec1fy four ideas and then list up to six words

or phrases that hint at details related to the main topic. 1In

Nutsheiilng,istudents select one_ of f1ve types of wr1t1 ng (explanatlon,

sentences that Drompt studeneb to thlnk avoit the proposed written
pIece. The sentences are related to the type of proposed writing (I wiil
exptain..., I will end by saying..., etc.).

Each activity results in a set of guiding rnotes that are éavéa”§§f later

expansion with the M1111ken word Processor. Documentation is very

thorough &rd well laxu-ouf° it includes 22 additional prewrxtxng

activities which can ba entered into a f11e and completed ucing Miiliken

Word Processor (des1gnod for grades 6= 10)

Comm=nts:

[} Rather é.rens1ve for three good (but not great) activities.

® ﬁbving between the r,t1v1t1es reguires rebooting; there is no

convenient mair menu which might also check if previous work had been

saved.

® Restr1ct10ns on word list size ard length might be limiting to
Creative, expreéssive students.

Evaluation:

1. Recommended wzth reservat1ons. A consenience to students who are

already able to do prewriting tasks but want structure and ability to
transfer to a word processor. Curriculum Review; May/June 1985,

p. 35.

2. Desirable: Well-designed, easy to use. Technology in Curriculume--

Language Arts. California Department of Education, 1086.
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POSTWRITINC

Producer: Miiliken Publighing Copyright: 1985
Type: reviring Grade Level: 3-10
Price: 225.00 , Bardware: AP IB

L.ab Packs: 75.:00/5 additional copies

Components: Six program disks; five backvp:, The %..«ting Workshop
handbock, 20 stodent activities, teacher's o.ide;

De“*fzptxon- Postwr1t1ng 1ncludes tiree different programs to heip in

th° revision process.ﬂ a spelling checker; a mechanics chacker and a

p ooLreader. The spelling chernker "omnares each word in a document
against a %1, OOO-wo;d dictionary: Potentici misspb’lznts are highlighted

and can be edited vir replaced witn the correct word from a list of
suggested spellings. The mechanics checker identifies "tired" words
(overused), *tricky" words (homophones), trxvzal typing errors (ho

period, ctomma or capltal ietters); pronnun case and sencence fragmeénts.

The proofreader guides the student to think barefully about each sentence
using a set of lead1ng questions for each read1ng
Commeiits:

° Zach of the frrograms r«qu1gg§ qu;tcﬁng and rebootzng tka next

revision t~sk and then relocading the document. This seems
unnecessarily tedious.
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WRITING WORKSEOP: ACTIVITY FILES

Producer: Milliken Publishing Copyright: 1986
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 3-10
Price: 100.00 Hardware: &P 1B

Lab Packs: 75.00/5 additional copies

Cowponents: Ten activity disks (Six beginnér, two intermediate, two

acvanced) ; Y6-pzge manual.

activicies divided into three skill levels {primary; intermediate, and
advanced) . (The 5kill levels do not necessarily correlate with age or

Description: This set of disks cortairs 100 ready-to-use writing

grade level:) Each disk includ2s editing, proofreading; brainstorming,

creative writing and guided writing activities. Students first 1cad the

Milliken Word Processor,; and then select activity files from these
diske. Teabher;iganimgdify the activities or use the index of topics to

mix and match activities for a particular lesson.
Comments:

© Lessons can be printed; for some activities papsr and pencil is rore

appropriate becauss they do not really require word processing.

@ Prompts are not excluded from printouts, so final product is more a

worksheet than a personal composition.

Two typos were found on two different primary disks.

® Teacher’'s guide is rather bare bones.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



SCHOOLWRITER

Producer: SRA ea?}jfléf)t- 1985
Type: Word Processor Grade Level: 4-8
Price: 79.95 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs:

Components: Program disk and backup, activity files disk, 96-psge
teacher's manual, 56-page student workbook.

Description: This is an 80-column word processor designed to contain
only those functions most frequently needed by students. A streamlined
menu and single keystroke operation make it easy to learn and use. All
formatting is shown on-screen. Ten studen: lessons teach and practice
word processsing features:. A student workbook includes extra

activities. (From publisher's description.)
ﬁomménté:
e Distribution rights for SchoolWriter have just changed hands and a

review copy was unavailable at the time this report was prepared.

SNOOPY WRITER

Producer: Random House Copyright: 1985
Type: word processor Grade Level: 1-6
Price: 39.95 Hardware: AP CO

Lab Packs:

Components: Double-sided program disk, l6-page user's guide:
Description: This is a very simple word processor supporting only text
entry, delete, insert and printing. There are no block operations or
find and replace features: The program includes a unique story starter

feature which has students choose one of four pictures each with a couple

of sentences to lead them into writing a story.
Comments:

® Might be motivating to reluctant writers.
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THE WRITER'S ASSISTANT

Producer: Encyclopaedia Britannica Copyright: 1984
Type: word processor Grade Level: 4-12
Price: 59,95 Hardware: AP

Lab Packs:

ggggogents- Program disk, 64-page user's guide with teachers?

suggestions. (This word processor iS provided in the collection called

Interactive Wr1t1ng Tools, featured in this report.)

Description: This word processor provxdes most of the basxc functions

but uses nonstandard approaches in geveral instances. For exampie,

pressing the delete key causes a character to disappear, but a control

key command is necessary to make the deletxon permanent. Otherwise; all

the deleted characters reappear. Functiuns such as find and replace

require first going to a menu:

There are three experxence 1evel optxons. Novxce, Intermediate; and

Expert. The lower levels have fewer commands and menus available. There

is a spelling checker dhxch is based on a very small word list {which can

be expanded): Words can include one-line definitions to help with

context and potentially confusing words.

Comments:

® This word processor is difficult to learn and to move from function
to function in.

® This word processor is ava1lable separately from Interlearn, Inc:, PO
Box 342; Cardiff, CA 92007, 619/481-4676.

Evaluation:

1. Desirable: The screens are effective in prov1d1ng help. Young
students W;ii need teacher assistance to learn how to use:

Technology in Cur:iculum—-LanguagerArts. California Department of

Education, 1986.




INTERACTIVE WRITING TOOLS

Producer: Encyiopaedla Brxtannica

System: Writer's Assistant, The Copyright: 1986
Type: writing activities Grade Level: 3-9
Price: 279.00/1esson disks Hardware: AP

Lab Packs: 558:00/copies

Components: Word processing program disk and manual, §ix lesson disks,
40-page manuai.

Descrlptxon- Six lesson d1sks focus on a d1fferent wr1t1ng topic:

Narrative writing, Expository writing, Poetty, Business Letter writing,

Friendly Letter ertlng and News writing. Each lesson has four levels of

"dynamic snpport' which vary the extent of prompting as a student

wrxtes. - at 1eve1 _one; students select already wrltten ‘sentences; at

they complete. paragraphs follow1ng a prompted topic sentence; at 1level

four, they complete an assigried writing task. Each lesson produces a

file which can be revised and printéd using the word processor--The

Writer's Assistant.
Comments:

o wh11e tbe orompted wr1t1ng act1v1t1es are n1ce1y done, the word

processor is so obscure that the usefulness of the entire package is

qnestxonable. The authors intended the system for upper eiementary

throogh middle school, but ycunger student: will have a lot of

d1ff1cuity with the program without considerable teacher involvement.
Evaluation:

1. Recommended. Shows a great deal of carryover to future writing.

Sampie written pieces and the prompts are quxte good. Revision

process is rather complex for elementary students. MicroSIFT.

Northwest Reg1onal Educatronal Laboratory, January 1987,
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PRODUCER INFORMATION

D.C.Heath Software

125 Spring Street

Lexington, MA 02173
800/225-1149

Encyclopaedia Efitaﬁﬁi&é

425 North Michigan Avenue

Chicage, IL 60611
80G/621-3900

Logo Computer Systems

555 West 57th Street

Suite 1236 B

New York; NY 10019
800/34L0OGIC

Minnesota Educational Computing

___Corporation (MECC)

3490 Lexington Avenis North

St. Paul, MN 55126
612/481-3500

Milliken Poblishing

1100 Researc: Blvd.

PO Box 21579

St. Louis; MO 63132
314/991-4220

Random House

201 East 50th Street

New York, NY 10022
212/572-2616

Scholastic Inc. N
2931 East McCarty Street
P.O. Box 5702 o
Jefferson C.ty, MO 65102
Sierra On-Line
Coarsegold; CA 93614
209/683-6853

SRA/SCI Research Associates

155 North Wacker Drive

Chicago; IL 60606
800/621-0476

Steele Publishing

PO Box 5493
Conicord, CA 94534
415/685-7265

Sunburst Communications

39 washington Avenuve =

Pleasantville; NY 10570-9971
800/431-1934

Writing Software Internationa

110 East Broadway

Suite 600

Missoula, MT 59802
406/543-3141
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Northwest Regional Edggaji@ﬁajgﬁafétafy

__ Dr. Robert R. Rath, Executive Director
Dr. Ethel Simon-McWilliams; Associate Director

MISSION The Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) is an independent. nonprofit research ang
development institution established in 1966 to assist education; government, community agencies. businéss anc
labor 1n improving quality and equality in educational programs and processes by:

® Developing ar J disseminating effective ediicational products and procedures

¢ Conducting research on educational needs and problems

® Providing technical assistance in educational problem solving

¢ Evaluating effectiveness of educatonal programs and projects
® Providing training in educational planning. management, evaluation and instruction

® Serving as an information resource on effective educational programs and processes including networking
amang educational agencies, institutions and individuals in the region

__._ Programs . . Lheracy and Lan_uage ___Technology -
Center for Professional Development _ StevePedec.Diredtor - - Don Holinege! Biecior
_. . JohnManatty. Director Multitunctional Resource Centers Program Suppon
ion Assistance Centers _-'ose Licano-Paima. Lole Fisui, Directors Sehool I,,',,',W,,,,,,,,,;’g?,,,rd; —
Bonnie Faddis. Al Aragon. acitic n s Progra Schoo! improvement Coordination
Edvl S McWis, Breciors e R ot by 0 b brscior
Education and Work R&D for Indian Education stitutional Development and Communici
, ,,,,‘-!’Dﬁ‘,":auf'-,oimlor ) ~ -IPOCo"Elm; Drrector on Firnarce Jorry Kirkpatrick, Director -
Evsiuation and Assessment Séhool lmprovernent nance and Administrative Services
Gary Estes. Director Bob Blam‘?'l?lriéiél o f‘ -‘°"" Director
Board of Directors

Ed Argenbright . . .
Mantana Sapennténgdent of
‘Public Instruction

RobenD Bar_
Dean. School of Education

Oregon State University

Wesiemn Oregon State College
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Sopérintendent _.__ .. .. .
Missoula Elementary District (Montana)

Riara J Bohanek

Teacher
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Frank B Brooflet
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E E. (Gene} Davis
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Anchora~e Schod! District {Alaska)

JeanM Dobashi
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Kaua: High Intermediate School {Hawarn)
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Instruction

JerryL Evans_
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nstruction

Joseph Haggery
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Bianche! High Schoo!

Seattie, Washington

Beaverion School Board (Oregon)
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Boise State Unwersity
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Anchorage School Disinict (Alaska)

Marshall Lind _
Alasxa Commissioner of EQUEation

Joe McCracken

Sapennterdent ... ... .. __._.
Lockwood Elementary Distnct (Montana)
Rschard MeCuliough

Supenntendent _ .

La Grande Schoo! Distnct (Oregon)

Zola McMurray
Businesswoman

Teacher - . .. L .
riiand Night Schoo! (Oregon)

G. Angela Nagengast

Teacher Tng, e
Great Falls High Schoo! (Montana)
Glona B Neisori.

Director of Education _

Guam Depanment of Education

Stephen Nieiser
Manager. Educatior Re.ations
Pacific Northwes: Bet:. Searie

Edie Omer

Jeacher .. - . — —
Corvallis Schoo! Distnct {Oregon)
Bamey C. Parker (Chairman)
Independent District of Boise (Idaho)

Frec Pometoy .
Supenntendent

Kenar Peninsuta Borough Schoots (Al
Matthew W Prophet. Jr
Supenntendent -
Poriland Schoo! Disirici (Orenon:
Dennis Ray

Supenniendent . _. - . ... .
Walla Walla School District {Washingte

Dons.Ray

VeeChar_
Fairbanks Schoo' Board (Alaska)
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Supenintenoent of Education
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Tauese Sunia
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Charles Toguch:
Supenntendent .. . _ .
Hawan Depaniment of Education
DaroWeital .- _.. =

Chie!, Division of Education
Federated States of Micronesia

Dayle E Winter (Vice Chairmari)
Superintendent -~
Educationa: Service Distnct 121
Seattie. Washington

... AlaskaOffices:
Goldstein Building. Room 506
130 Seward Street

Juneau. Alaska 99801
(907) 586-4952

650 W. internationa! Airport Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99502
(907) 563-3174

101 S.W. Main Street, Suite 500

Portland, Oregon 97204

_(503) 275-9500
SOURCE STLe58

1164 Bishop Street. Suite 140
Honolulu, Hawai: 96813
(808) 533-174S

___Rocky Mountain Ofiice
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