
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 280 337 HE 020 152

AUTHOR Metzner, Barbara S.
TITLE A Categorical Bibliography f r Student Attrition

Research.
PUB DATE Mar 87
NOTE 18p.
PUB TYPE Reference Materials - Bibliographies (131)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS *Academic Pertistence; *College Students; Commuter

Colleges; Dropout Prevention; *Dropout Research;
*Educational Research; Higher Education;
Intervention; Models; Research Design; Residential
Colleges; School Holding Power; *Student Attrition;
Two Year Colleges

ABSTRACT
A bibliography of research on student_attrition is

presented; The 175 references, Most of which are dated 1970 or later,
are categorized under the following headings: research design, models
of the attrition process, some historical perspectives, recent_
reviews of research--performance variables, _empirical StudieS_for
1970-1987, and intervention for retention._The empirical studies
concern residence-oriented four-year institUtionS_,_ commuter=oriented
four-year institutions; and two-year colleges. (SW)

**********************************************************************
Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best.. that can be made

from the original document.
***********************************************************************



A Categorical Bibliography

for

Student Attrition Research

Barbara S. Metzner

Counselor and Adjunct Assistant

Professor of Psychology

303 Cavanaugh Hall

Indiana University-Purdue University-IndianapoliS

Indianapolig, Indiana 46202

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCETHJS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

TO_ THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

March, 1937

2

U.S,DEPARTMENT OF-EDUCATION
OHIO'S of Educational Rese_arch_and Immoyement

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

itef5 slocument has been reproducesd as
receivedfrom the person or organization
originating_it

0 Minor changes have been made to improve
reproduction quality.

Points of view or opinions stated tnthis-docu.
men do not neceSaanly represent official
OERI position or policy



Table of Contents

Research Design

Models of the Attrition Process

Some Historical Perspectives .

Recent Reviews of Research: Performance of Variables

. .

1

1

2

2

Empirical Studies 1970-1987

ReSidence-Oriented Four-Year Institutions
3

Commuter-Oriented Four-Year InstitutionS
8

Two=-Year Colleges
10

Intervention for Retention
. 14



Research Design
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Models of the Attrition Process
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Bean, J. P. (1982). Conceptual models of student attrition: How theory canhelp the institutional researcher. In E. T. Pascarella (Ed.), Studying_student attrition (pp. 17-33). San Francisco: Jossey-BaSS.

Been, J. P., & Metzner, B. S. (1985). A conceptual model of nontraditional
undergraduate student attrition. Review of Educational Research, 55,485-540.

Pascarella, E. T. (1980). . Student-faculty informal contact and college outcomes.Review of Educational ReSearch, 50, 545-595.

Rootman, I. (1972). Voluntary withdrawal from a total adult socializing
organization: A model. Sociology of Education, 45, 258-270.

Spady, W. G. (1970). Dropouts from higher education: An interdiSciplinary
review and synthesis. Interchange, 1, 64-85.

Tinto, V. (1975). Dropout from higher education: A theoretical synthesis ofrecent research. Review of Educational Research, 45, 89-125.

Tinto, V. (1982). Limits of theory and practice in student attrition. Journalof Higher Education, 53, 687-700. (Discusses limitations of 1975 model,
other theoretical research, and practical applications)

Tinto, V. (1987). Leaving college: Rethinking the causes and cures of student
attrition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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Some Historical Perspectives

Iffért, R. E. (1957). Retention and-withdrawal of college students (Office
of Education Bulletin 1958, No. 1). Washington, DC: U. S. Department of
Health, Education and Welfare. (Longitudinal study from 1950-1954 with
entering freshmen at a random sample of 147 colleges)

Knoell, D. M. (1966). A critical review of réSearch on the college dropout. In
L. A. Pervin, L. E. Reik, & W. Dalrymple (Eds.), The college dropout and the
utilization of talent (pp. 63-81). Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press. (Critique of research designs, including "autopsy study" named by
author in 1960; recommends research with diverse student and institutional
populations such as those found amongtwo-year colleges and more action
research)

McNeeley, J. H. (1937). College student-mortality (Bulletin No. II). Washington,DC: U. S. Department of the Interior. (Early multi-institutional study)

Sexton, V. S. (1965). Factors contributing to attrition in college populations:
Twenty=five years of research. Journal-of-General Psychology, 72, 301-326.
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Spady, W. G. (1970). Dropouts from higher education: An interdisciplinary
review and Synthesis. Interchange, 1, 64-85. (literature review and critique
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Summerskill, J. (1962). Dropouts from college. In N. Sanford (Ed.), The
American college (pp. 627-657). New York: Wiley. (Review of research from
1924 to 1960)

Trent, J. W., & MedSker, L. L. (1968). Beyond high-school. San Francisco:
JoSSey-BaSs. (U. S. Office of Education longitudinal study of 4800 high
school graduates who attended college from 1959-1963)

Recent Reviews of Research: Performance of Variables

Bean, J. P., & MetZner, B. S. (1985); A conceptual model bf nOntraditional
undergraduate Student attrition; .Review of Iducati-onal-ReSearch, 55,
485-540.

Cope, R. G., & Hannah, W. (1975). Revolving college_doors. New York: Wiley.-

Lenning, O. T., Beal, P. E., & Sauer, K. (1980). Retention-and attrition:
Evidenee-for action and research. Boulder, CO: National Center for
Higher Education Management Systems.
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Aitken; N. D. (1982). _C011ege student performance; Sati§faction, and retention.Journal of Higher EduCation, 53, 32-50;

Allen, T. R. (1986). Orientation participation and persiatence behavior of
students at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. Dissertation
Abstracts-International, 46, 32594. (University Microfilms No. 8526637)

Anderson, K. L. (1981). PoSt=high school experiences and college attrition.
Sociology of Education, 54, 1-15.

Anderson, K. L. (1984). Institutional differEnces_in-college effects, finalreport. Washington, DC: National Institute of Education. (ERIC Document
Reproduction Service No. ED 256 204)

Astin; A. W. (1972). -ColLg.ee dropouts: A nationa 4mmEile. WaShington, DC:
American Council Oti EdUcation.

Astin, A. W. (1975). Treventing students from dropping-out. San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass.

Bean, J. P. (1980). Dropout§ end turnover: The synthesis atd taat_of a:Causal
model of student attrition. Research in Higher Eduaatlat, 12 155=187.

Bean, 3. P. (1982). Student attrition, intentions, and confidence: Interactioneffects in a path model. Research in Higher Education, 127-, 291=320.

Bean, J. P. (1983). The appliCation of a model of turnover ih t4Ork_organizations
to the student atttitibh prOcess. Revlew of Higher EdUCAti0h, 6, 129=148.

Bean, J. P. (1985). Interaction effects based on class level in an explanatory
model of college student dropout syndrome. Aterican_Educational Research
Journal, 22, 35-64.
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Blanchfield, W. C. (1971). College dropout identifidation: A case study.
-JOUthal of Experimental Education, -40, 1-4.
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