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a Sweepxng attitude change d1d not occur; Contrary to findings of
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differing conceptual schemes between groups; and previous exposure to
media cultural bias., Overall,; results suggest that the Saudi
government s protest and the general international concern prior to
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agpended.) (Author/NKA)
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_ Death of a Princess: = =
The Rffects of Tniercnltural Communication

Past research indicates that televicinn has th
create, reinforce, and charnge attitiides. These stu
condiucted to test the effects of the Aocudram e
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continue. We hypothesized that viewing the Adocudrama would
induce a more negative attitude toward Saudi Arahia and its
customs and increase comprehension and desire _*fo continues
However, _ the results indicated that a sweeping attitude

change 4i1 not occur. Two significant findings are worth

noting. Contrarv to findings of previous research; men were
found to be more nersuadable than women. Another significant

finding indicated that the control group developed a more
positive attitude toward Saudi Arabia while *he film showed

negative _tendencies. Plausible explanations include an
inappropriate level of complexity for intercultural
communication; differing conceptual schemes and media
exno>sure. Overall; results suggest that the Saudis' protest

prior to the airing of the docudrama was unwarranted.




If it is true that nponilar television proqrasming can
affect social, religious, and ethnic stereotypes; then the
social potential of the rroqramming decisions is enormous.
The ABC dacision to air Roots, for example, may have been

responsible for sianificant understanding of the plight of

s in an early history: The broadcasting of Holocaust

=

Blac

in Yast Germany hrouaht ahout a good deal of social change

[

in voung Germans, vhose knowledge of this period in their
country's history w sketchy at best.
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Basic to this kind of thinking is the assumption that
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television can %kave an effect on

political attitudes. This assumption was ink
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in saudi Arabia's objections to the BRC "docudrama” Deat

a princess. Substantial political controversy resulted froa

the airing. of this AocuArama which provided vivid

illustrations »f Saudi government and social and religious
Moslem cuStoms. The story revolved around a Saudi Princess
and her lover whn were executed for adultery: The Saudis

claimed that their countr was misrepresented by the
portraval of customs anA iaéag out of context: The broadcast

government expelled the British ambassador. The
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saudis claimed that the proaram was "offensive to the

febe |
'y

Islamic  world® and contained "sany inaccuracies,

Aistortions, and falsehoods" (Soley, Ducey, & Greenberq,
1580, p.34). Siuch a disturbance was obvicusly of qreat
concern to the United States' leaders--qiven the country's

4



on Saudi oil

stirred a qreat

dollars a barrel.

With knovledqge of Saudi reaction

nterests

| 22

Various oil companies with

(such as "obile and Fxxon

supplies in

The British PR3 was scheduled

PAGE 4§
1980. Death of a
amount of discussion in the

to air thm
ne veek after

to the film, 1S leaders

or stahle oil Supplies:
in Arabian o0il supplies

the filam be shelved (Soley, Ducey;, & Greenberg, 1980). 1n
the face of such external rressure, several Aaerican
stations decided not to aip Death of a Princess. S uch

statisns inctuded XuqT=Ty (Houston),
and PBS (Corpus Christi, Texas).
A film capable

consideration: A

reaction to be? what waszis
siqnificant ismpact (if any)

modify,

Would the film

the public if the Saudis had not

Protest? What effect(s) did the

public?

the publicts

did the film

KLCS=TV (Los Angeles),

upheaval Gdeserves
’’’’’ from the

or create public perceptions

have been overlooked by

been so 1loud in their

Saudi protest have on the



Probably the most important of these questions center on

the attitudes and verceptions of the vievers of the filn.

The specific purpnse of fthis study vas to explore the impact

of this fil®s on viewers. Representing, as it does, a stong
statement concerning the Saudi cultire, one would expect
that viewers would he substantially changed by the dramatic
nature of the presentation. The docudrama represents a
relatively new type of film presentation. The use of
docudrama has been arowing ever since the early 1970's,

Critics seer to appreciate this mixture of fact and fiction

( Hewsweek, 1979; maccleans, 1980), but the effects of the

viewing public have vat to be de*ermined:

The docudrama is different from the documentary in that
it is created to be popular entertainment appealing ¢to a

Aiverse audience. Tn fact, the success of the docidtama is
totally Adependent on its appeal to millions of viewers. The
Aocudrama is a Flend of fact and €iction embodied in khe
theatrics of pure entertainment. The tern docudrama implies

a merger of two distinct forms of film: the documentary-- a

”;

factnal ranresentation of real life events and people, and

drama<= a subjectively imaginative reenactment of a possible

This study will oresent results of three analyses of the
effects of Death nf a Princess on American viewers. The

thres studies reported hers measired attitude change induced
by the film relativs +o the vievers' knowledqs base (Study

6
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I); reliqiosity 1level (Study II), and hasic social

conceptions of Saudi Arabia and Moslems (Study I1II).

We assumed at the onset that Death of a Princess wonuld

produce an attitude change in viewers, and that reactions

Arabia and more positive toward the concept of Moslem. This
is the basic premise of the film. Saindi Arabia is presented
as a fendal,; harbaric state, Yet HNoslem culture is

political upheaval

DI

sympathetically portrayed. With th
suraina all about the 1nited States, Great Britain, and
Canada, it would seer 1ngical to assume that the film would

indeed turn viewers awvay from Saudi Arabia:

We hypothasized that *he less complex the viewsrs! knowledge
of Saudi Arabia, the greater the attitude change. Accurate
prior knovledqe of the Saudi life would most probably affect
the responses of the viewars such that they would be least
likely to change their attitudes aftsp viewing.

Study IT measured attitude change relative to *he
viewers' level of religiosity. We hypothesized that a hiqhly
religious/moral viewer would tend to bn mote neqative

towards the Film. TIf, for example, the viewer was religious

(according to tha adsinistered scale) and the initial
attitude toward sSaudi Arabia was nentral, then the film

vould change the neutral attitude to a more negative ones

7
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Stady TIT measured attitude change relative to personal
evaluations of the two concepts "Saudi Arabia™ and "Moslen',
viewars' comprehension level! reilative to mode (vritten versus
film), and viewers' desire to continue. We hypothesized that
comprehension and desire to continue would be higher for
vievers viewing the film, as opposed to those reading the
script. Comprehension level as assumed to be indicative of
the viewers' abilities to filter erronecus and extraneous
information from the film or written script ending with an
unbiased ar (perceived) objective viewpoint of the film and
its contents; therefore, a greater change of attitude was
predictel  for subjects showing a lower level of

comprehension:

N
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=
o
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A total of 60 stulents in underqraduate communirsation
classes aqreed to particinate in this study: These students
wverr Adivided into two qroups:film (N=uD) ard A control

(N=20) . Roth  aroups completed an  intial pretest
questinnnairs. One week later, the docudrasa was shown to
the €ilm qronp only: Immediately after the viewing of the

docudrama,the students completed a Secon? guestionnaire:

o

The control qroup alsn completed the questionnaire, but they

did1 not see *he docudrama.

(0 o]




The pretest coansisted nof twn sectinnz. The first sertion
included a knowledge test consisting of ten true-false

questions concerning Sauli Arakia and its government and

economy. The second sectionr of the pretest consisted of six
concepts: Saudi irabia, Israel, adultery, Moslen, Jew, and

Sandi.  Ten sets of bipolar adfectives were also used:

ty--clean, sophisticated--ba ackwarAd, pbiérfﬁi::§6iéfié§§;

2l
bl
"1 |

meek--agqressive, npoor-rich harbaric-<civilizea, humhle--
arrogant, bad--good, fair--unfair, and honest--dishonest.

These concepts were chosen for their specific relevance to

One week after the pretest was administeren, the

Stulents in the Film qgroup were Shown a slightly edited

version of Neath of a liggg_§; The edited version (&0
sinutes in lenqgth) provided a fully comprehensive story of
the situation vithout distorting the meaning or intent of

tﬁé entire €ilm. immééiatév after the film vas shown the

identical to the obretest with one éxCépéidﬁi the ternm
"Princess Misha"® was added to the previous six concepts,
since the fils Adepicted the Princess as an immatire,

arrogant, rich, backward,; and powerless individaal.
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Pirst all the Pretest scores were pooled and subjected

to factor Analysis. Three factors accounted for 64% of the

total common variance. The first factor, which might be
térmed general evaluation, consisted of six scales:

Sophisticated--backward, barbaric--civilizea, dirty--clean,
Béai~6663; humblé:iifféﬁanfiéﬁd dishonest--honest: The second
factnr seered to describe notency/strengthand consisted of
three scales: ﬁ&iéffuiéibbiéfié§§; iéékiiaaaféssiVé,aﬁa
poor-~rich. The tast factor consisted solely of the fair--
unfair scile. TABLE T shows the factor loadings for the

various scales:. The emergerence of these thres factors
factors indicates that a Separate analysfis was necessary For
each factor (Tacker & Chase, 1975),

Next, correlation analysis were examined to determine the

DI |

relationship between knowledge and attitudes--i.e. knowiedqe

itudes towards Israel, Jews and

fadl
a4l

about Sandi Arabia and at
adultery: The index was collapsed across the tep bipolar
adfectives. Table T7T Presents the correlations among the
various dependent variables and the "control® attitudes.
wone of the thirty-six correlations was significant. This

voull seew to indicate that no significant relationships
occurred between the devendent variables and the other
riables, and that statisticai control of these other

variables ¥oald not he necessary. Then the attitude data was

10
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subjected to two-factor ANOVA looking at sex of the

respondent against film effect:

Table TTY illustrates the results of the analysis of

variance. PRach of the dependent variables was analyzed in
relation to the three common factors: general evaluation,

potency; and fairness. These tests analyzed the dafa in

relation to groups, sex, and group Si sex.
Table IV illustrates the mean change scores for the
concept Saudi Arabian. Pemales showed only a .172 units of

attitude change from pretest to posttest, while males showed
-722 units of changes in a positive direction towards the
film. The film produced a éiéﬁifiéégi difference on the
potency factor (P=4.04) and the fairness factor (P=10. 42).

fn the potency factor, the control group became nore

positive towards Saudi Arabia vhile the group viewing the

Attitude change concerning "Saudi  Arabian® was

sianificant only on the fairness factor. The Ffilm vs.
control comparison produced an P of 8.91. Table V presents
these means. Once aaain, the cortrol group became more

positive; while the film group moved .%88 nnits.
On the concept "Moslen®, the general evaluation factor
vas affected by the film (F=6:12). The control qroup ¥as

--352 and the film aroup was =308 . TIn the fairness factor;

11



the only significant interaction that occurred was P=i. 71
In the control qroup, males changed in a positive direction
(vith the film) while females changed in a neqative direc-
tion (avay from the filmj: But in the fila group,  the

opposite occurred: These means are presented in Tabla VT.

STUDY 11

An  additional A0  students from  underqraduate
communication classes participated 'n this investigation.

The same nrocedure described in the previous study were

The questionnaires for this study vere modified in light
of the results of the previous study: Rather than a

knowladge test, the oretest included a religiosity testf
consisting of twenty questions concerning religicus be!iefs

and practices. A Likert scale vas used to evaluats each of

the questions. The level of religiosity was evaluated on
five  scales: orthodoxy; fanaticisnm, importance,

ambivalence, and Aevotionalism. Tt was hypothesized that
deenr religious convictions would be most likel

characterize viewers wto would be least likely to ¢
their attituises hetween pretest and pcsttest. For exaaple,
vievers tending towards orthodox and fanatical beliefs might
be more lively to Adenounce adultery and applaud execution as

12
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The second section of the pretest consisted o three
semantic differential scales with eighteen bipolar
adjectives. The three scales used were the ones which were
found to be significant in Study Y. The use of these scales
vas merely a reliability check. The bipolar adjective set
was exnanded from those used in Study I to irclude eight

ad1itional addectives pairs to determine if different factor

loadinas would result. The eight additional adjectives used
included:resnansikle--irresponsible, immoral-soral, safo-

danqerous, unjustified-justified, interestina-dull, selfish-
selflsss, valiable--worthless,and stupid-intelligent: The
threa concepts tested were those found to be signficant in
Stuly T: Saudi Arabia, Moslem, and Princess Misha: The

posttest was jidentical to the pretest.

Two measures were used to measure attitude chanqe:
factor analysis and correlation analvsis. Factor analysis
was used to determine if the factor variances were different
or the same as those identified in Study I. The same factor
loadings appeared in Study II.The eight additional bipolar
adjectives also appeared to Ffall into one of the Ffhree

factors discussed previously: general evaluation, potency,
and fairness.

The cnrrelation analysis tested the relationship between

retiqiosity and attitudes hyponthesized ¢to affect the amount
of change on the dependent variable--level of religiosity

13
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and attitudes towvards Saudi Arabia, foslem, and Princess
misha. None of the correlations were statistically

significant. This implies that no signficant relationship

occurred betveen the dependent variables and the other
variables. In particular sex differences vwere not

statistically significant.

IH‘
mm
e
g
4

In order to examine various possible effects on Death of

a princess on viewers, Study TIT looked not only at attitude
change, but also the level of cofiprehension and msedium
effects (script vs. videotape). A group of 40 students

enrolled in underqraduate communication courses aqreed to

participate in this experiment. Subjects were divided into

two groups. One group (desiqgnated the Film group) viewed an

edited version of Neath of a pPrincess while the second group

m

(lesianated the narrative gronp) read an edited version of

Death of a Princess. Both groups complieted an intial
pretest questionnaire: One week later, ¢the docudrama was

shown to the film group while the narrative group read the
script. At a prescribed point in the story, the film was
stopped and the script was interrupted. The subijects vere

then asked to answer a question concerning the strenqth of

their desire to continne with the story. The question wvas
stated as follows: "How qreat is your desire to continue?".
A Likert scale was used to measure these responses. This

14
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measure vas used to determine if the subjects' deqree of

interest was in any way related to the
attitude chanqge or comprehension level.

the viaewers' level of interest in the

vredict a change in attitude

Tn other words, can

media presentation

and/or deqree of comprehension?

The pretest was Aesigned to measure attitudes toward the
concepts Sauli Arahbia and Moslem: TheSe concepts were
measured on a semantic differential scale with ten sets of

a
bipolar adfectives:infelliqent-stupid,

sophisticatea-

backwards, barbaric-civilized, meek-aqgressive, bad=-qood;
dishonest-honest, nowerful-powerless, dirty-clean, hunble-
arrogant and poor-rick. The adjectivas were chosen fron

those used in both Study T and TI based
relevance to the two concepts.

conc ern inqg

saudi Arabia and Moslem

consistent than the otheér concepts neasura

The ©nnsttest consisted of twvo
section included

content of Death of a Princess. We

Subjects?*

attitudes

'seemed to be more

d.

sections. The first

24 true-false gqnestions ébncerﬁiﬁq the

accurate comprehension of the material presented would

increase the

probability subhjects would change +heir

attitudes between the pretest snd posttest.

semanti~ Adifferential scales w#ith the

hipnlar adiectives nsed in the nretest.

15

section of the posttest cons
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Resa}%s

Two statistical tests were used to analyze the data:

correlation analysis and t-tests. The correlation analysis

was used to Adetermine the <change in attitudes between

pretest responses ana posttest responses among and between
groups. Once adain, the correlations for attitdude change

between oretest and posttest responses vere not

tically siqnificant. The film Aid not seem to promote

The relationshin hetween the level of comprehension of

the content nf the docudrama andA attitudes toward Saudi

Arabia, Moslewn, and princess %Yisha were hypothesized to

affect the deqree and direction of chanqge: Correlations
were not significant, therehy implying a lack of signifi-
cance hetween the Adependent variables anA the other

TABLE VIT).

ey
-~
N
D
Dl

variab

The next set of correlation analyses looked at the
t

towatrd the three concepts tested. These correlatiofis showed

a definitce lack of sidnificance. The desire to continue also

had no relation to the sibjects' level of comprehension.

The mean comprehension score (71.36% indicated a good

understaniing of the content, while ¢the means (54.4%) for

the snhjects' desire to continue fluctuated tetween weak and

moderate.
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Correlations were also wused to determine if a
significant relationshlp existed between subdects who

previonsly viewed peath of a Princess when aired on
television and their resvective levels of comprehension. Tt

vith the subjects' level of conmprehension (See TABLE VIIT).
As the subfects' desire to continue with the story increased
the level of comprehension decreased: It seems that as the

conprehension 1level increased, interest in the content
decreased. This is a classical case of the more you know the

less you want to know.

When cobparing the individual qgroups (narrative vs.
fils), no statistical signi.icance was evidenced. It was

found that the film aroup produced only a slighkt tendency to

change attitudes toward the concept Saudi Arabia and the
narrative qroup only showed a slightly more positive chanqge

towards Saudi Arahia. A different sffect was prodiced in

relation to the Moslem concept. Here, the film group showed
a tendency for attitudes to disaqree with the views

portrayed in the film concerning the Noslenm concept. On the

other side, the narrative aroup showed an even slighter
tendency for attitudes to move in the direction of the filwm.
on the saudi Arabia concept; the comparison by group pro-
duced an * of 1.50 (p=:4359) vhile the Moslem concept
produzed an P of .61 (p=.0619)> The pooled variance
estimate was equal for both the Saudi Arabia and Moslenm

concept showing a t of 1.1304 (p>.267) for the Saudi Arakbia
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concept and a t of -.27 (p<.79) for the Moslem concept (See
TABLE TX).

A t-test was used next ¢to determine the difference

between the group and the 1level of comprehensinn,  and

between tha group and the specific concepts heinqg tested

(Saudi Arabia or Moslem). The change in the average scores
of the suhbjects after heing exposed to either the film or
the script was measured here: Comparison of the level of

comprehension by aroup showved the narrative aqroup with a

higher mean (73.44%) tran the film qroup (70.12%). Although
sianificance 1is not established, it appears that the
suhjects reading the script displayed a slightly better

arasp of the content than did the subjects viewing the

docudrama (See Tahle TX).

e e it e e

Study T suggests that Death of a Princess would provoke

an attitude change in viewers. fThose in the control qroup

vere exvected to either maintain their attitudes or change

in 3 neqative directtion while the fil

”””” v itudes expressed in the film. The rasults

agree wifth the a

[ad
[adl

indicated evidence that a partial attitude change may be due

to the imnact nf the film on viewers. The lack of change

and

[>Yy

across the total aroup of subdjects can only be explaine

verified hy further research.
In the factor lnadings, it seems reasonable to group
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together the mvaluative and potency adjectives: Adjectives
such as humble——arrnqant, ﬁirti:ciééﬁ; and bad--qood denote

a type of "subjective® Judgment conferriny worth, value,

and/or imbortance. Saudi Arabia could be labelled as
extremalyv clean to one viewer thereby iﬁaféiéiﬁé its value
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as a productive and vital nation, wh
look on the countryas Adirty, haviag no worth or value
hecause »¢ 1its AJdepravity:. These are merely subjective

nerceptions of the individual viewer. The term potency im-

plies strenqth. Adjectives like pﬁverfui~66iéti§§$; meek=

agqressive, and rich--bnor illustrate
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strenqth and/or power. While fair--unfair is evaluative in
nature, it is not classified as such because of its
singularitv. The film supports this single Ffactor, thouqh,
because it stresses the fairness aspect: Most of the Saudi

cials anAd business teaders inclauded in the Film

pn\

Arabian of¥€
said that the Princess had to be executed as an example--the
law was fair and nmeant to he enforced: Yet still other
Saudis, Moslems, Arabs, and others said that execution for

love was totally unfair. The breakdown of the bipolar adjec-

tive aroups presented a comnrehensive view of the

respondents' change patterns according to each factor. The

respondents may have aareed with ¢the file's attitudes
concerning the fairnesc factor, bit not the general
evaluation and potency factors. Cartain points presented in

sbecarse the vievers vere mave

Q\
= |

the film may have heen miss

interested in othér aspects or points:
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Since the correlations did not yield any significant
results and only some of the %P% ggatistics were
significant, the hypotheses could at best only be supported

in part. Tooking at the breakdown of dependent variables by

qroup, sex, and grounp by sex, the results indicate support

f the stated hypothesis: A significant change occurred in
the grounr means concerning all of the dependent variables
and the film condition. The control group changed in the
opposite direction of those expressed in the fila, and the
?ii; aroun responded in the direction of the positions

of change

(ad
o

expressed in the film. The stimulus-recsponse typ

portrayal

0l

resulted, for example, after actually viewing thi

,and laws of the country: The fila

of the custoss, people
group was negative towards Saudi Arabia while ¢the control
qroup was less neqative. Tt is interesting to note that

extrese than those {ust expressed: The control qroup became
dore positive toward Saudi Arabia while the film Jroup
showed nn significant change: The film never stated a

positive »r neqative reaction to the country of Saudi

Arabia. Pe®lections concentrated on the pebpié, cagébﬁég and

An additional factor which may have affect=d the results
is the international situation (with the bombing of Iraq by
Israel ocrurring Auring the neriod between the pretest and

posttest), individAnals' attitudes could have been affacted

20




by current events: Tf the respondents waere awire of this
event and Aisapproved of it their feelings could have been

pro-Saudi Arabia and anti-Israel. Howeéver, there had been no
vay to anticipate this news event and also no way to include

items related to whether the subjects were even aware of

Ditferences by sex were very interesting:. In Host
studies where sex has been examined in relation to attitude

change, females qenerally chanqged their attitudes sore than
males: (Cronkhite, 1969 RPosenfeld £  Christie, 1974:
Scheilel,1963) .nther researchers suchk as Bem (1974) , Bostronm

}» and Montgomery & Rurqoon (1977) fails to show

N
D

9

b |

€ KXemp ¢

that females are consistently more persuadable +han males.
This experiment showed that males changed more than Fepales.
The age level of the males could have had an effect here.
msnally, nmales are hehind females in maturity at the same

age; therefore, attitudes may changa more readily. Since the

subjects nsed ranged in ade between 17-25,  this possible

Overall, very few results which were statistically
significant were found in this experiment; therefore, a need
to examine other variables which could prove an attitude

change vas evident.

The results of Stody I indicate little evidence of
attitnde change. Just as with the vievers' prior knowledge

in Study 7Y,the viewers' level of religiosity produced no

21
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significant effects on attitude chanqge toward Saudi Arabia,

Moslem, and/or Princess Misha asa result of the fils. Tt

appears that the great internationai concern experiencen

prior %o . the airing of ¢the docudrama was wunwarranted.

Viewers' attitudes appear to be relatively unchanged by ¢the
docudrama.

The results of Stady ITII showed no evidence of
significant attitude change; only tendencies to change were
shown. A general tlack of significance was seen across the
board; neither Zomprehension or desire to continne seem to
effect a change in attitudes. The comprehension level was
aenerally sood, but the subfects' desire to continue was

relatively low. It seems that aven though viewers were not

particularly involved with the content material, they did
give it enough attention in order to form, confiram, or

reevalnate a relevant attitude.

Tt is somevhat sSurprising to find that, overall,
subjects viewing the docudrama understood it less than aid
those reading the script: with television being used more
and more in the classroom as an educational tool, it seems
that a film opresentation would provide a greater under-
standing than reading, since words are accrapanied by visual
comprehension for the script could be a resgle of a British

production with British actors (for the Bost part) who spoke

The suhjects' inability to decode the

Nl
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N
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Ql
I
=1
[ dl
i
.|

with Briti:
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message could be a product of not understanding wh

N

1at was
being sail. The obroduction itself was crowed with people,
music, various accents, and constant motion (scenes quickly
moved from one location tn another), oftentimes without
vroper identification: When reading the script these
obstacles are not oprevalent. Stage directions allov the
reader to cleacly identify location, speaker, and topic.

Alsn, the background noise {(music, street sounds, and people

[y

stenting or concentration.

chattering) Aoes not inhibit 1

e

Past research indicates that television has the ability

to create, reinforce, and change attitudes. This study was
conducted to test the effects of the docudrama Death of a
Princess on viewers' attitudes, comprekension, and desire to
continie. The first twn experinents hypothesized that

viewina the docudrama would induce a nesativa attitude to-
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wvard Saudi Arabia and its customs. Hovever

3
Q
n\
a
[
(&)
[

indicated that a sweeping attitude change did
Researchers in the area of interculfiral communication offer
several  plansible oxplanaticns fof  this lack  of
sianificance. Tt has been sugjested that intercultural
information must ke at an appropriate level of complexity

(Vora; 1980)--so it is pcssible *hat Death of

(5]
k-]
a]
=
g}
D
N
n

occurrel at a complexity level not appropriate to the

audience, thus producing an insiagnificant level of attitude

23




chanqe. Differing conceptual Schemes can also be posited as

a feagible explanation. Generally, conceptial structures
(i.e: frames, scripts, schemata) are inductive and
orobablistic. These schemas are usially based upon

in1ividual expsriences of the world within some particutar

Cﬁiiﬁt@(éj. Né uSe these conceptual structures to organtze

our knowledge about the world and nmake predictions
{Bhrenkais, 1993). Schemas tFat Americans hold ahout Saudi
Arabia and Saudi customs are usaally based upon media images
rather than direct experience. The Arabs are a people who

feel that thought ©processes and vertal utterances should

enjoy a hich deqree of autonomy (Glenn,1981). This trait is
often projected by the media as nne neculiar to the Arab
people; therefore, depending upon the content of mnedia
contact, the image profected in Death of a Princess could

inage, taereby reenforcind

easily fit the viewers

preexisting attitudes rather than changing thems

icant change did not occur, two

sads |
H.\
Lo X

Fven though a siqn

significant results are worth noting: Tn Study I, contrary

to findings of previous research, men were found to be more
persuadable than women: One possible explanation for this
mav be the aqe of the viever: Since suhjects ranged in aqe
hetween 17 and 25 years old, we could assume that thes 1sss

matura viewers were more persudable than the mature ones.

Pesearch shows that the older and the more ®maturs a person

is, the harder it is to effect an attitude chanage




Study T vere easier to change than relatively more matire

ferences were not replicated in study IT,

|

Dl

females. Sex di
however. Rosenfeld £ Chrisite (1974) conducted 21 aifferent
studies in which the viewers' sex was a variable in the

assessment of attitude change. They found ¢that in nine

cases, no significant differences were found.

Another siqnificant finding in Study I indicated that
the control group developed 3 vositiva attitude toward Saudi

Arabia while the Ffilm group showed neqative tendencies. A
plausible explanation deals with the bombardment of external
stimuli: Between the administration of ¢the pretest and

posttest to the group, news of an Israeli bombing on Iraa
vas received in the Nnited States: The nevs may have made

ects more aware of and more sympathetic to the

[ad
o
DI
NI
(=N
>
s |

The results of Study ITT indicated no significant
attitnde change in the subjects. Results Aid indicate,

thouqh, that the narrative qroup showed a tendency for a
higher level of comprehension than did the fils qroup: One

plausible eéxnlanation for this phenomenon could be the pro-

duction itself and the subjects' unfamiliarity with the

country's customs, conventions, and qovernmental
requlations: Names and associations of characters are easier

to grasp when presented in print, as opposed to a vocal

presentation which 1is foreign and sometimes incompre-

hensible:
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The general lack of significant change seems to suggest

of the

Saudis' oprotest nrior to the ai

Q1

n

RN
2}
Patel

-he

adl

that
docudrama was unwarranted. The Shouts of protest only
served to bring the situation to the attention of the public

eye and caused the various mass media to qive salience fo

the issue. Articles were piFlished in nevspamers and
magazines, reports were delivered by newscasters on the

national news, and stories vere recited by radio announcers,

all concerninqg a foreign powers? protest of a docudranma.
Scanty observation of Saudi fear and dissastifaction couoled

ith subjective interpretatinns would appear to have done
areater infustice to Saudi Arabia and the situation than did
the docudrama. A auiet, perhaps Fformal, objection on the
Sandis' part would have created 1less of a disturbance and

limited public knowledqe of the filg.
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. D T - —— - —— D~ ——

niprlar Adjectives  General Fvaluation Sotency Fairness
had--gooAd <623 . 100 .603
fair--unfair .28n -2 110 .62R%
'6656??61-—66§er1és.’ =.170 LLE .208
meek-- agqressive . 316 .764% .155
dirtv--clean .6 13% <170 -.510
harbaric--~ivilizeA .819% < 187 -. 195
poor--rich .070 .661% -.114
humble--arrodant -.556% -.532 -.115
sophisticated--backwvard .58 % . 371 =. 201
Aishonest--honest L 712% . 191 .11R




PAGF 27

B TABLE II

Cocrelation Matrix
Conzept Knowled ge Israel Jew Adiltery
Sandi Acabia
General Fvaluation -000 -.0123 14?2 -2161
Potency -:101 -.243 .005 2062
Pairness .029 .009 .270 097
Saudi Arabian
General Pvaluation 13 . 245 117 .058
Potency -.028 =.201 : 158 2130
rairness -.085 =.021 -359 2207
Moslem
General Pvaluation .197 -045 .278 .025
Potency .172 -21374 -.024 .313
FPairness 177 -2 137 -. 021 . 2913

28




Summacy of the Pesults of the Analysis of Variance

Saudi Arabia

General Fvaluation 13.51 4.74% .01
Potency 4. 0u= 1.26 .95
Pairness 10. u2%* .02 1,43

Saudi Arabian

General Fvaluation 1.?26 .01 1.58
Potency .78 .35 .12
Fairness R.0 1%% .01 1.68
Mosles

General ®valuation 6. 12% .03 .43
Potency <01 .01 .01
Paicness ' .88 2. 46 4.21%
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.05 = .390, according to the "7 transformation™ of .00113.
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Change Scores

PAGE 29

for

Group by Sex

Control-femal
Control-Male

Pilp-Female

---—-—--——-——_--——--—-——_—--—---—

feneral Fvaluation Potency Pairness
-. 104 =.797 -1.27

. 419 .N91 1.19

172 -.207 . 700

L7237 $222 . 133

e -, 167 -1:11 -1.141
:NA 167 - Z50n

261 .029 1. 35

. RS0 2213 500

- —— ----——_-——-——-_—----—-—---—-_.———-
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Cateqory General Evaluation Potency Pairness
Group

Control .021 =.333 =1.0
Film . 391 =.115 . 688
Sex

Female . 371 -.09% .310
Male . 308 -. 106 231

Control-Female - 222 -.3133 -1.29

Control-™ale -. 581 -, .000
Film-Female . 4R -.030 .818
Pilm-Male . 483 -.300 . 400



PAGE 1

- R e - - - - ——— " - - - — - - - - - e - - - — - - o -

category General FEvaluation Potency Pairness
’G’r'o’g_é

Control -; 352 -. 143 =.222
?ilm . 108 -.172 . 156
Sex

Female . 178 =.172 2261
Male . 139 =. 151 -:313

Control-Pemale -. 405 -.167 -.429
Control-male - 167 S 000 -500
Pilm-Femala . 355 \\\ -.174 .u55
Pilm-nale . 200 \XK<67 -.500
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TABLF VIT
Correlation Matrix of change Scores for the Concepts
variable Saudi Arabia Moslen Princess
Comprehersion .12112 -; 26189 -.07976
214530 - 16752 .07027

Saw TV Prodram




PAGE 33
TABLF VITI

Zorrelation Matrix for Desire to Continue variable
Variable Saw TV Program Comprehension
NDesire to Continue :19699 “-. 844302

*denotes siqnificance at p<. 0

-
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Summary of Results of I-Test
3rouo Comprehensinn Attitudes
Saudi Aratia Moslem
Narrative 18. 36 2. 1666 . 5555
Film 17.53 4.6R75 1176

*denotas the chande scores of attitudes between pretest and
posttest resovonses.



REFERRENCE LIST

lndetson, H: Pree to choose. Nevsweek, January 14, ‘19R0,
57-59;

Bem; S The nmeasurement of psychological androg ynys
Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, | 974;
42, 155-162,

Bringhas, J. & Greisbrecht, L. _ "All in the Pamily": Rac ial
Attitudes. Joutna) of Communication, 1976, 26,
69-74,

Bostro®, R. é,RéiB, A. Type of speech, sex of sppaker, an-

sex of subject as factors influencing persuasion.
Central States Speech Journal, 1968, 30, 245-252.

Burqoon,; J. Unwillingness to communicate as a predictoy of

small group discussion behaviors and evaluations.

Central States Speech Jourmal, 1977, 23, 122-133;

Drew,D. £ Reeves, B. Children and Tele
Journaliss Quarterly, Spring, 1980, 4S5

Ehrenhaus, P. Culture and the attribution process: Barriers
to effective comsunication. Yn W. Gudykunst (ed.)
Intercultural Communication Theory. Reverly Aills:

qaqe, 1983, pp.259-270.

Slenn, ®. Man £ Mapkind.  Norwood, New Jersey: Ablex
Dubli hing Corv., 1981,

Géiéﬁéfé; M. % Gorn, G. Television's impact on preference

for non-wvhite playmates: Canadian "Sesame Street"

inserts. Journal of Broadcasting. 1979, 23, 27-30
Hur, X. Impact of "poots: on black and white teenagers,
Journal of Broadcasting, 1979, 22, 289-29s.

Xorzenny, . & Neuendorf, K. Television viewing and self-
o}

concept of the elderly. Journal of Communjcation,
30, 1980, 71=R0. cailel.

Xurtz, P. "Some people believe anything they see” on TV.

IS News and ¥World Report, May 21, 1979, S2-54,

scKerns J. "Television Docudramas”: The image as history.

Journalism History, 7:1, Spring, 1980, 24-=2S, u0n.

037003, C., Suci, G., & Tannenbaunm, The Measurement of

!eanigg;wifnrbaui; Chicaqgo: Unxversity of Illinois

Posenfeld, L. F Christie, V. Sex and persuasibility

36




PAGE 36

ravisited. Hestern Speech, 1974, 38, 224=251.

Rubin, KA. Telavision usage, attitides and viewing behaviors
of chiidren _and . adolescents. Journal  of
Broadcasting, 1977, 21, 355-769.

s

Scheilel, T. __Sex and persuasibility. Speech Moaoqraphs,
1963, 30, 253-358.

Schnetz; S: & Sprafkin, J. Portrayal of prn-social anAd

agaressive hehaviors in children's TV ccemercials.

Journal of Broadcasting, 1979, 23, 33-40.

Sherif, €. & Sherif, nm

‘M.  Attitude, Ego-Tnvolvement, and
Chanae. New York: J

wiley and Sons, 1967. -

Soley, L., Ducey, R., / Greenberd, B. Lansing'
the Princess, PTR, Julys/August, 1980,

Tankyard, .. £, Yarris, M. _ A discriminant analysi
tplevquon _vievers 7ahd __nonviewers, Jourmal of

Tucker, ﬁ. é Ehaga,, L. ?actbr,aﬁaiysis and communication
research. Paper boresented to the International
Comnminication Association. chicago, Nay, 1975.

TV entertainment programming and

Volgy, T. & Scwyartz, J. nment
sociopolitical attitudes. Journaliss fQuarterly,
1979, 150-155,

Vora; *. A theoretical framework for differing concepts
within and across cultures. ITn D. Ninmo (ed.)
Communicat’on Yearbook IV. News Brunswick, New

Jersey: Transaction Books, 1980. pp.&411--426.

Winick; © % Winick; Mo Courtroom Arama television:
i

Jonrnal of Communicatien, 1974, 23, 67-713.

Winsey, V. How soaps help you cope. Pamily Health, April,

1979, 30-32.

37




