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NicroSIFT

This paper provides generalizations and ideas on what
reviewing software products designed for teaching
eyboarding skills of elementary school students, a

list of nine products that the MicroSIFT (Microcomputer Software and
Information for Teachers) staff recommends for preview, and a table
of features comparing the 25 products submitted to MicroSIFT for

review. The a
table of desc
products available as of June 1986 that were identified

pfondi: contains producer contact information and a
rap

tive information for 64 elementary keyboarding
MicroSirr

statf. Products recommended for preview are listed in alphabetical
order: Keyboard Cadet; Keyboard Now!; Kids on Keys; Mastertype;
Nicrotype, the Wonderful World of Paws; Stickybear Typing; Success

with Typing; Type to Learn; and Typing wWell.
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INTRODUCTION

to choose. Aler %nﬂmww&m

a%a&dm g,wmﬂmmu
or : akills of clementary school students.
mmanu:m ] ¥ not , 80 &t 18 eany o understand

In the of this . information was collected from
pu m-ndwruaul’. mhmmmmmmw
too much matertal to include in this brief A soocond paper, titled
KEYBOARDING SOFTWARE PRODUCT . contains

Reproduction Service,
Northwest Regional Educaitonal » 300 SW 6th Avenue, Portland, OR 97204, It
will also be available from ERIC in the quarter of 1987, and individual sofltware
reports will be in the RICE database on BRS, Inc. at about the same time.

GENERALIZATIONS ABOUT EEYBOARDING SOFTWARE

Of the 84 programs identified, MicroSIFT was able to obtain 28 from the
producers. of programs rocetved was impressive and a tescher could be
could be made. o - i

e This area of instructional software is fairly well served by products; there is a wide
range of products avaflable and covers most hardware currently used tn achools.

A keyboarding approximately $50. Packages in which
I P e E L
disks and one manual for a reduced price) or licenstng agreements.

o Most keyboarding software has a tutorial/drill/ structure. Software designed
for students is filled with antmation, snd music. Practicing on a
MM@MW It fs also hard work. A computer
program can motivate students than a traditional typing class. For
example, drills on the computer are sometimes lke the popular arcade games. Many
dmmmmutduhum.mmmmm
when are working independently.




e Finally. many programe uss sound or as feeddack for an individual
response or at the completion of a per minute, accuracy rate), Most seem
valuable, fatrly positive and immediste. In some the sound responses are
optional, but some may be sound Some use sound as a
cue, for example, the student f a letter is ty;ed » In previewing
programs, teachere beware of sounds which classro .m

again, ne-un?h “”:ut Muﬁ:hr young

” straightforward, a

m mvymmﬂm.iomlwmmu‘:m

vary many ttmes students respond. Some programe allow

student to continue untfl the correct ) others give the student three
chances (o preas the correct key, while others will acoept any kay.

i

° mwm-mc&m-m This program has

an incredible, mﬂmmm
pro-activitics, tips and proposed o use students. BEven ¢ teacher with
no keyboarding experiencs would feel comiortable using this program. The teacher's
rmmmdwmmmm
the for a total of two to four hours. Pre-activities are a
as s not demonstrated on screen. This program may be
to grade Jevel; it ¢ also recommended for the physically disabled. KEYBOARD

is ideal for use in a computer lab situstion becsuse it is automatically Nocensed
the school The student disk be copied for each class or
L SR g, e e

ae
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As the exerciee m(:t g:.euly , when the student showe
some hesilation. exoelent support matertale including an
optional textbook for 67.98.
° mmmm-»-mmm&wgm inchudes an
tutortal for home # is recomenended for its “game” atures. There are
drte a Detll” which allow the student (o practice
The of which wndmnmmuhuﬂ
o8 & keyboard = WELL will be students. The
SAIes are exciting mmmmm%hm«».
rewerd. For (he sacher with one computer in the room paciage is an excellent
suplement.
COMPARING KEYDOARDING WEAT TO LOOK FOR ~ Below  an

Positisning-Is there instruction on the proper finger posttion on the acreen
nunmwmmﬂ »

Fosture--ls there instruction on the proper posture on the screen (O) or i the
supplanentary matertals (P)?

Format of Drill

Latter Growpe—Is there practice in typing individual ietiers or sets of letters which do
not spell words?

Siagle Werds--Is there practice in typing words?
Blocks of Text-ls there practice in typtng seniences or paragraphs?
ndependent Use
Ose—Can this be used student without teacher
m' package ndependently by a

ERIC
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Addiuonal Componenta

Came- is the package » game (V) or does & contai: & gerrw component (CY?

Word Precesser--ia there & word processr ¢ or tewt edic: as LAl students can groerile
thetr own tex1?

Anthoring - -Can teachers croais ane: Claee”
User Control
Speed Selection--Can spred bs adjuated by U teacher (T) or the student (817

Level Sslestion--is & posatdie (0 set the level of U exerciae by the taacher (T) or
the student (8)? i "

Sound Caatrel--If sound s used. can & be turned off?
Dverak~Ia there a Dvarak keyboard oplion?
Record Keeping

Speed--Com the program monitor speed and report the resulls on he screen 10)
or ooty 8 disk Ole for latar access

Does the monitor typing sccurecy and report (he resulta on the
mzwmnmhmmm

tosaore and report the reoults o the crem 8 o oris & o Do T 2
Documentation in the supplementasy printed materials)--

Operating Instrustions—Are there program opersiing tnstructions?

Lesssa Flame--Do they contain samplc Jesson plans?

Curriculum Ostitass—Do they contain curriculum outiines?

Record Sheets—-Do they contamn reproduciie siudent record sheets?

Typiag Exsrciess--Do they contamn reproducidle typing exercises and/or workshocts?
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ELEMENTARY KEYBOARIDING I'RODYICTS

Availadle as of June 1086
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ELEMENTARY KETYBOARDING PRODUCTS
(Continued)

v,

888888885888888
82 3RS

zRls3anas
C

® n o
. 3 3
uuumun nmmnnmw aaq wunnmnnnn
33 enadeInd ry QBanadennn

2
g

R
288 § 8a8 Bu 8 &
M»»»»Rﬂwm»mnnnwwlnnm-».wnnlwwm»

m_,_m

H) !

il __‘._n_m




PRODUCER CONTACT INFORMATION

20 Conmnerennd : 17 Poul Dive
Caltfornta 94947 San Rafasl. Caldorvaa S48
PO B 1200 Wilsan Drive |
San Rafeel. Caforess 948)3 Went Chaster, Penivyionigs | 85606
M - TN
2148 Lnosin. PO "3‘:’5’1“ 0 00
Bugmme. Oragon 97408 Tray. Michigan 42009
Allnasr Asseciabes Contrs) Dala
Arfingon. Virgats 22202 O Bam O

Dugare, Ovgn 97440
ac Pace &Mﬂn:ma
Cohanbg, 42 23 Rusett Lane
Barron
714 Wiiow Roed ,
T e Lty
Walnut Cresh. Caldorria 94503
Pnesiradige k.
Pinesbridge Bex 10 EBSC0 Curriculum Matertale
Amasvells, New Yark 10801 Dax 488
Bumingham. Alsbasma 35202
inrs Park North, Sune P Bducational ActavRies, ine.
e e Preeport. Mew York 11530
Bebavtorsl
230 M. Hormen Rosd, 207 Pronk Harvee
Sootts Valley. Californts 98086 O Bax 89487, Station X
Vancouwer., Drish Columbia V3K €8
Blucbrd's Computer Sotware
7O e 339 @i i'lig,vf:hm
San Joss, California 95120
aiﬂtm Oamce Industries. Inc.
Sacremente, Colifbrage 93821 Bex 1911
Byg Springs. Texan 97920
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PRODUCER CONTACT INFORMATION (Cont.)

Teacher Support Software
502 NW 75th Street, Suite 380
Gainesville, Florida 32601

Trillium Software
Box 921, Madison Square Station
New York, New York 10159

Weekly Reader Family Software (Xerox)
245 Long Hill Road
Middleton, Connecticut 06457

J. Weston Walch

321 Valley Street, PO Box 658
Portland, Maine 04104
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