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ABSTRACT
Limited-English-proficient (LEP) students and their

parents need a network of support to familiarize themselves with
school routines, so they may understand and comply with school rules
and regulations, take advantage of many school-related services, and
successfully follow their courso of study. Administrators can help by
ensuring that information about new LEP students is available to
school personnel, parents, and students. This includes having names
of interpreters who can be called on and making available to teachers
a list of LEP students and their backgrounds. The most important and
challenging task for staff is finding ways to integrate LEP students
into academic activities. This requires time and resources, and could
include assessing students' level of academic skills in their native
language, assessing English proficiency, scheduling intensive English
instruction, and conducting regular discussion sessions with school
staff and resource people about the students' languages, cultures,
and school systems. Students can help by participating in a buddy
system pairing an LEP student with either a native English-speaking
peer or a student who speaks his own native language. Administrators
and teachers should also encourage LEP students and their parents to
participate in social and academic activities, particularly to teach
about or celebrate their native cultures. (MSE)
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Prepared by Terry Corroaniti Dale

Limited.English-Proficient Students
In The Schools: Helping the Newcomer

At The Beginning: Helping Tilt
Newcorrifr

In do. i9$0s, then is luudly ochool in th& Unistad
Slaws which has not enrolkd some number of
Ilmked.lingUshstofickat (LEP) students. Administrators
sod teachers throughout the country are wilting to MOti the
*allow of lowing thew students from the *Wins
IMO the social and oceanic life ot their abools,

LEP andante and their parents need a network of support
to familiarise them with school routines, to help them
undastand and comply wkh school mks and niuladons, to
help than take advantage of many school-related savka
and, ultimately, to successidly follow their daignoted
come of study. Them are a number of ways in which
*lids an provide such a network to mak* the munition
to schooling in the United Stsas eatkr.

What Administrators Can Do

Oat of the most boomers dtinp admistinators can do
is to ensure that information about new indiP ;Watts is
available to all school personnel, parents and students. As
the *hub" of the information netwott, principals,
countekes and cake personnel should:

I. Have available names of interpreters oho can be
called on to help register andentx to wort with counselors
sad teachers in explaining school naps, padieg systems and
vat cards; and to help when widow am called in for say
kind of problem or in case of an emergency. Many Ithool
systems have a list of such interpreters witkh is kept in the
central dike. A school can Lugano this list or rat its
own with local business people, senior citizens, college
pmfessets, student& and palms who am bilingual and who
am available before, during or after school hours.
Responsible =dam who are bilingual can also serve ss
Wawa.= wheo apprepriate.

2. Have anllable for all teachers a list of LEP =ideas
that incloda information on country at *nigh and tredve
languege, age, the last grade weeded in the home connirb
mesa class assipmatts and say and ell Worm:doss
available about the =dews academic beckvonnd. Since

,-.....21.23.2axsoesc.nmser,

December, 19116

new LEP students we attolk4 in school thow4hout the
year, updsted tists should be dittominatetl
_Wool staff oho are kept awe of the mint of new LEP
students can prepare themselves and their students to
welcome chibiten from different lansuage and cultural
kockgrounda.

How The School SW/ Can MO

The MOO implant and challenging ink facing echools
with LEP students is finding expedient ways to lounge
new LEP audants into the academic activities of the
school. in moss cases, it is nearly impossible for schools
so know in advance how many LEP students will ettroU
from yew to year or to foresee whet level of academie 'UM
students will Wing with diem. Newahriess, school staff
need to hve 4 see ot well.planned procedures ter placing
students in the appropriate daswoom, as well as proccdures
far developkost instructional piens, many of which must be
develot ad on an iodividual studeut buts. Srhool
administrators should provide staff with the time sod
swum; to accomplish this. The Mowing activities mematt

I. Assess =data level at skills (including reading aod
msthematics) in their nave lartguapr.

2. Assess students" English languase pmfIciency,
including listening, speaking, roadies sod wridng
fit 'Wild be noted hae that many school systems with
large nimbus cf LEP snide= alto have s own wheel ell
initial assessment is done sod from where the lafermake
may be sent on to the receiving whoa Schools In
totems whkh do not have such %Hake" centers must
complete student evaluation themselves.)

3. When class schedules we devised (patkularly in
tetamedima and secondary school), schedule slots for
clams where LEP modems an be grasped tor intensive,
special claws in Eogtish es a second language sad
reashematks. LEP studems should not be isolated for the
ache wheal day; however, at kw in dre vety beginning.
the grouping of students according to English language
proliciency or acwiemic skills owls is essendal. This is
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putkularty ow for schools with wan numben of LEP
sonlenu fautted &ODOM grodo kink P1400114
for such speciel spoupiags avoids disnipfing schedules
during the school year, The puticipatioa of school
priacipels tiod coosodors in this promo is essential,

1. Coodua MOW iliformation discussiort 10400013 with
the school stati .ad woos mole who know sowething
shoot the stodista" longuages, calm% atid school systems
in the various C00046011 of wig* Many schools reireds le
monthly luacheon sessions where staff who ant waiting in
the classroom with the same LEP modem may root *Ad
compare notes, Such discussions usuelly focus oo
eppropriate inunctioval apprusehee to be used with LEP
mains, or how to lawful =dent bOt$04011 tr tia#0,01
that am unfamilier to the teacher, These sessions on be
imitable since they may constitute the only time thet
staff have the opportunity to consult one anothes, in
addition to *cultic spumes, on issues thet we viully
impotent to classioom mem,

What Students Can Do

A support network for LEP students is complete only
srhen all widens are included arid 111140*1 $0 help in woo
way, One way to Involve the student body it In Kt up a
*bodily ovule which pain new tiudeou with students
not new to the system. Whets posoige, LEP students may
be patrol with respoasible nucleus who speak their native
laeguage. These uudent toms go through the school day
together so that the newcomers may learn school routines
from experiencod peers wbo ban gone °youth the
sel)usontat period dwassel yes

NOW LEP students may also be paired with native
Engtishveaking peen. In this way, LEP students begin
to learn sorvival English at the same time that they are
geuing to know other cudents ia the school. As won.
student "wow may help newcomers with academic *alt.
espxially in classes where ems teacher help is not
consisteody aVAZob10.

Ueda* should initially establish buddy systems in
their own classrooms, but studeat organisation, such as
toe =dem council, foreign languste clubs, or hilcmplionll
stokes poops OA help maintain the systems.

A Final Note: Working Together

Administruon and teachers should encourage LEP
orients and their meats to panicipato in social and
academic activkin. A good way so get them sursod is so
Wiwi them to talk about the Many. geography, litennue
and customs of their bone countries in clara, Such
presentations should be a planned part of the animism
ditoughou die year.

OWN

Many schools also plan special school esuebties (or
eveo an mire day) so otkleste the cultural diversity of the
440401 body or to spodiiht outuandiag work doe* b LZP
stokott Many reUe *WOOan may he ininated which givo
LEP students aod their English =spooking peers
orrominities to hums arid week nigedow.

Schools which see txr students loci their families es
rich WORM of firothend information shoot life ift Othtf

141$11*-0 sod cultists on vs:iv often die most succerefol its
helpiog 141, *skits to become prodoctive, contobotiog
members of the school community,

Resources

Tbe Nat$0001Clearilighouse for Rilingull Nocation is a
fedetally.funded now which provides information on
ptograms, instructioael materials, reseerch aod
resources related m die alucuitat of LEP studeote, The
Clearinghouse can also provide infomsation on addition')
networks of federelly.funtled noun that serve Khool
district* with LEP students, Eligibility for five technical
assistance from these centers varies accordiag to fitneliog
pervitits. For information. write or call:

National Clowinghowe fee Bilingual Edocation
11501 Georgia *veal*. Suitt 102
Wham, MD 20902
(101)93)444, or S004474123
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