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ABSTRACT

Over the last two decades, there has been a growing

body of ressarch evidence suggesting important benefits to be gained -
by elementary-age schoolchildren when thair parents provide support,
encouragement, and direct instruction in the home and school and
maintain good communication with the school and realated
organizations. Involvement is often a new concept to
limited-English-proficient (LEP) garcntlw sometimes interpreted as
interference, and may be limited by language proficiency. However,
parent-school collaboration at home can bes encouraged, and bilingual
community liaisons may help bridge cultural and language differences
between school and home. Such a program was conducted by the
Trinity~Arlington Teache.: and Parent Training for School Success
Project, using home lessons from the Vocationally-Oriented Bilingual
Curriculum (VOBC). Research in both English-proficient and LEP
populations shows that parent involvement at home can be highly
successful in improving parent knowledge to assist children in
improving their attendance and behavior, as well as achievement
lavels, Development of parent involvement programs should begin with
the training of school personnel in establishing home-school
collaboration with LEP parents', the effort should also include a
member of the parents’ 1nngua?o community who can serve as the
bilingual community liaison. (MSE)
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Prepared by Carmen Simich-Dudgeon

Qver the last two decades, tere has beon & grawing body of
research evidence suggesting tha! there sre imporant bensfits ie
be gained by elementary-age schoolchildren when their parents
provide support, encowragement and dirict instruction in the
home, as well as mainlain’ good ' communications! with the
school--activities which are fnown as “parent involvement”,
smnmmwmmmmmmwy
paron! involverrent tochniquos at Migher grade lovels and with
limited:English-proficisnt and non:-English-proficiest (LEP/
NEP) sivdents as well, The resulia 1o dale have been
encouraging.

What Activities
Involvement?

In general, parenta may become involved by:

e providing a home environment that supports children's
loarning noods;

o volunicering to provide assistance in the school as ieachay’
aides, secretarics, or in other roles;

o bocoming activists and declaun-makers in organizations
such as the local PTA/PTO, or community advocacy groups
that advise Jocal school beands and school districs;

o aliending sthool-sponsored activities;

o maintaining open channels of communication with the
teachor(s) and continually monitoring children's progress in
school;

o ioring the children st home, using specific leaming
activitics designed by the teacher 1o reinforce work being done in
school (Epsiein, 1986).

While most of the activities listed above are undertaken on
the initlative of parents, the last activity--parent-as-tutor
involvement s, or should be, initiated by the teacher. Schools
with newly-established parent involvement programs have noted
that parents are willing to becoms involved, bus that tay do not
know how 1o help their childron with asadamic tasks at home,
and in genoral, are feasful of doing more harm than good. To
counteract this, the teacher mast maintain contact with the
parcnis, giving specific smsistance with materials and tutoring
techniques that will successfully reinforce the work being done
in school (Simicl,, 198& Epstein, 1985a).

Parent involvement in the education of high school students,
on the other hand, roquires that the parent becoms co-learner,
facilitor and collaborator, 8 means of support a3 the high
school-ago student develops independence and explores futwre
educational options.
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What Ace Seme Special Aipeeti
LEPINEP Parent Involvemint?

For ihe growing numbers of limited- or non-Ungl
proficient parenis, pared invoivement of any kind in
school process is » pew culiurel comcept. Moreo
auompls by tsachers and school officials 1o involve such pu
in the education of twir children is very ofien interproiad
call for interference, The everwhelming majority of LEP/
parents believe thal the school has not only the qualificath
bui the responsibility 10 educate thelr childra, and that
amount of parest “interference™ 15 cerain 1o
counter-produciive. The most impoana ak, then, in inval
LEP/NEP paronts in Uwir children's education is 1o acoul
them L the meaning of parent involvement in their new x
environmont,

While most LEP/NEP parens do not have the Eng
language proficiency to engoege in many of the typical pa
involvement activition, ey may be very successfully invo
in parent-achool collaboration at haeas. I hese parents car
taught 1o reinforre educational concepts in the native langy
and/or English. Additionally, bilingus) community lals
should be available to bridge langusge and cultara) differs
between homne and school. An added advantage, of course, is
LEP/NEP parents improve their own genera) imowler
iraguage snd survival akills as a result of their panticiprto
the program.

What Evidence Is There to Support T
Need for Parent Involvement?

Epstein (19850) has concludod, “the evidence is clea:
parental encoursgement, activities and interest at home, -
parental participation in schools and classroom: posith
influence achievement, even after the stadonts’ ability and fu
$0cio0conOmic satus are taken into account.” Moreover, o
may be evidence to support the conclusion that the maet us
vasiety of parent involvment is the contact that parents b
with their childron in the home when such contact is user
cncourage and ald school achievernont. Significent findings £
soveral parent involvement progrars show that:

o Paront involvement in academic activities with childre
bome coosisiently and significanlly improves pare
knowlodge and exportise in helping their childron, as wel
thelr ability 10 offoctively evaluats 1wachen’ merits (Benr
1986X ,
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o Direct parents) invelvement of home with ehildren's school
woili bas positive effects on such things 3y shoo) anendanie,
clanronm behavior, and pareni-tesdnr relations (Gitlam, 1977
Rich eLal, 1979; Comer, 1980);

o Students who are pant of parent involvement programs show
higher reading achiovernont than childien who are not. Hewion
mmwumtmw “children encoursged 10 read 10 Dwir
parenii, and 10 Ltk with their parenia sbowl their reading, had
narkedly higher reading gaina than children who did pol have
this epportunity.” Moreover, small grovp insrvction during the
school day by highly competont specialists did ax produrs gains
comparable o those eblained in involverne.4 progr sms.
Resulis of ¢ longitudinal study of 300 3nd and Sth prade studenis
in Baliimore City show thal frum fall 10 spring, studenis whose
icachors wei2 leaders in the uwe of parent involvement made
greator gaime in reading achisverment tan did students whow
teachers were et recognised for encoursging pavest ivolvernent
(Fpusin, 1985h),

Do These Findings Apply io
Students?

in the study conducied by Hewison and Tirard mentioned
above, several of ive panticipaling parents were non-Englich-
proficient snd/or illiersie, & condition that neither prevenied the
parents from callaboraling with the school, nor the chilren from
showing merind improvement in reading ability,

A more recent st 3y, the three-year Trinity-Alington Teacher
and Parent Tralning for School Success Pyoject, has shown
the most comprehensive findings 1o date concemirg parent
involvanent and limited:English proficiency. mtmw
resuli o a collaborstion betweon Trinity College in Washington,
DC and the Aslingion, VA Public Schools, was dasigned 10
faciliaie the mquisition of English langsage skills by high
school LEP students from four language backgrounds (Khmer,
Lno Spanish and Vienames) through the development of

upp -riive relatiorships among the studenia, parenis and schoo!
nm The role of the parcat-as-tutor was stromsed and faciliated
by commmnity liaisons proficient in e native Jurguage of the
narents.  Paonts were shown how 1o colladurate, 1o be
co-leamers with their high school-age children in the
of specially-designed home lessons irom the Vocationally-
Orienied Bilingual Curioiem (VOBC), aWum
BSL program which was in wse st the
mwummmd
English proficiency were sdminisiered 10 *he students.
Additionally, both parents and students were administered a
content ‘oat 10 provide evidence of cultaral knowlodge gained as a
result of the VOBC information »schangod botwoen parent and
student.  The study showed positively the' the VOBC home
lessoms reinforoed ESL conocpts and langnagse skills taught 1o
students during regular ESL claswoom insyuction. Significant
grina were also rocondod in e  English language o’ sarvival
skills of the parents; and, as a result of their collabo stion on
the YOBC home lessons, od studeon:e aliks 1:emmed &
groat deal about lifs in America and abowt the American school

sysiem,

In many LEP/NEP bouscholds, parents worked two or Giroe
Jobs and were ofien not svallsdle 10 work with thelr children on
he VOBC home Jessons. Likewise, many students wers

minors and/or heads of bousehold, and did not

LEPINEFP

wieee not available 10 work wikh Gelr children, Joteraction with

m This report was propared wich

ooty ot -memmo—
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guardiany and siblings aver the YOBE home jessons 1
piovided the sume posiiive teinforesment 35 whoen pa
pauciphed, poasible evidonce thal home aitiviies conl
even mexe productive if te whale family were 19 be invidv
their complstion (Bimich, 1986).

How Can School Distriets Initiate
LEPINEP Parent Involvement Progrem ?

To develop 3 parent-as-inior, collaborator of ¢o-ded
program, the collsbaistion of il swhool i oot
Regulay edasiom 1eachers, 51 wachers, counselnns,
sdminivratons should reoeive Gaining in how 19 develop ©
hore and whool collabortion wish LEP/NED parents and
10 involve them in e education of their children. An ess
component of the parend involvement effevt is the bilis
conmvrunity lisison, a highly respecied member of the pay
language community »ho is knowledaeable about the Amer
uhoo! eysem.

iafex=ation on the VONC, Teacher's Ouide o b VOI
traning videolape 10 supplement the VOBC and other man
developad by the Trinity-Arlington Praject may be olbtain
writing the National Clearinghouse for Bitingual Educa
11501 Goorgia Avenue, Wheason, MD 20007; (301)913-94
(300)647-012).
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