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CARD GAMES FOR LEARNING GHINESE
Ted Yao & Scott McGinnis, T4e Ohio State UniverJity
Chineao Language Teachorn Ansooiation 20th, Annual Mu,,ting
21-23 November, 1986

Among the many opeontiala in the language cleaaroom, the
introduction of the olomonta of healthy competition and fun
with a purpopo muot not be nogloctod, The following five
card gamoo can aorvo to help aatisfy thoso nooda. All of them
can bo introduced at an early point in the elementary level
Chinese claps, and con be uood wall into the intermediate and
oven advanced level couraca. Their time and place or uoagoia virtually unlimited. Ono only needa a largo flat playing
surface, tho proacribed card dock, a minimum or three tofive willing student bodies, and the game ia on. They are
ouitable for usage both within end withovt the languago
clacaenom, and in fact can aorvo quite well el party gamoa.Instructor auporviaion noceasary for all but ono of tho gamosia minimal, as playoru will inatinctivoly police each other
on miatakoa.

Wo hopo that those card gamos may provo of assistance
to our follow Chinopo language toachors, as well no inspiring
thom to devise a plik4 game or two of their own.
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OAMCO rr LEMMING DeNeug

Oafre Numb4r) 1

N4M9 of gamvs Pulling the Blanket*

Skill(*) Addresseu. Listening, Upeaking, Reading

Buggestad Level of Usages Elementary

Group Bites 3-5

Eyuipment Neededs

This game requires ..he use of either a standard deck of poker
playing cards (Jack11, Dueen018 and King0,13), or a specially-
constructed set of forty 31.5 index cards-..consisttng of four identical
sets of ten cards with the Chinese characters 1 to 10 written on them,
one number on each card. Vou may increase the number of the sets if
you wish to have more thar four sets of the 10 numbers in the deck.
Also, if you want,to lot your stddents practice numbers up tr BO you
can'siMply"Wut120-Cards in each sat te acciirmodate the numbers 1 to
20.

Directionss

(11 Each player is dealt an equal number of cards. fhe cards are to
be stacked up in front of each player face down so that no one,
including the player, is able to sae what the cards are.

(2) Play may begin with any player, but whoever begins does so by
saying a (one) as s/he picks up the top card from the pile of cards
in front of her/him, turns it over and puts it in the middle of the
table (or the game area). If the card played happens to be an ace
(4C4 stands for one), or the Chinese character a (if using the
special deck), all the players must try to cover up the card with
their hands, including the the player who laid out the card. The last
person to do so in the loser and s/he will take in the card and lay it
aside.

(3) If the first card was not an ace or a, players continue to la
cards and "count off" until such time 4S the number of the card played
and called out coincide (e.g.. a player says 'MI:while laying down 4
ten). As previously stated, the lost player to put her/his hand Over
the card will be the loser. The loser is to take in all the cards
played thus far. The more cards one takes, the bigger a loser one is.

(4) Every time a card played coincides with the number called there
will be a loser who takes the card(s) played. After the cards are
taken, the game resumes starting from the person why, is newt to the
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Oiayer 6vho piayed the laot card, the numeriGai "counting of ' orocol%%
may continue from the 16§t number catiett or begin from "one" once
again,

() Ploy continues until ait the Cord§ hove been ptaye4 If the
students complete the entire string of coincidental nomber4 (i.p., une
through thirteen for those using the poker dech. one through ten or
twenty for those ustng the special dec4) without Any number said ond
card played coinciding, they must *tart oft "time agoin, continuing
until oil the cards hove been played.

Ulf When the 94m0 i Over, PAch Oloyur counts the cord% 1.hich s/O,
has token. The per§on who ha§ the 1.$4At card% is the win6er of thot
QAMC).
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Dame Number;

Nome of 04%01 Asking for Carols

Dkill(s) Addressed; Reading, Listening, Ope#010q

Ouggested Levet of Usage; Clementaey

Group Siaet

gouipment Needed; Dame as 6AR40 1

Directional

(I) Cach player is dealt an equal number of cards, whii:h n/he keeps
hidden from hyr/his opponents.

(12) Play may begin with any player. Whoever boons play muet either
lay down a pair of cards matching in number, or ask any of his
opponents for one cord which will ensb1 herlhim o form a,opelr. The
player must ask using Chines, (e.g., OTnqje
desiredITI,

ta,(3) the player questioned has no such card, sthe says QUIbu
rtgivbu (number desired), and play rotates to the newt student.

(4) If the player questioned does hove the card in question, the
following dialogue is carried outs

Questioned; Hig 44 (number desired),

Questioner 0162, a all AkEimm (mai= ditairis) .
Questioned t trii gra Ij vIrtane. (uer= dejlittPA).

Questioners NALL& a.
e

Questioned; pu*im.

(5) If the questioner gets a pair, sthe may continue to ask for
cards. Play continues until one player has gotten rid of all of
herthis cards in the fors of pairs.

(6) it may be of value to insure that students pay attention to
pronunciation as a means of "erot,ctive their cora*. Suppose a
student asks; liliataxo ant %gm, legattnineW (note tone on
last wordthe correct word for nine is ). Even if his opponenb
A ho1dpg 4 nine} that opponent is perfectly correct in replying,

eLe44you Ala." This serves to not only heighten the
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Oa*. Humber* 3

Of Oom@i CgoilPft4fIg tne Oraoconk

'iUsi ritiarektivilt Reading, tpeak3r4g

;;4f.gestea Cevel of 1,01)400.1 Clenentary

Croup Uifei 3-7

Cquiroawritisi Heeded' eorty to eighty 3o,a inue* c4r4s 41i4 tOqf CO1Of
P004 Ired, black, green, ahd blue). Divide In* 'hoe* c4f0§ egy4ily
into four sets, and write tile 011$0#69 OW/A6*fli $ to 10 lur up to CO
depending on the number of cards in each set) on each of tne cards in
the four sets wiiih9 the four different color pens. In other words, if
there are forty cards, there should be four sets of 1 to 10 in feUf
different colors. You oity increase the number of the sets if you wish
to have mere trAtro feur colors in the deck. This can be easily done by
adding another 10 or PO 3'15 lode. cards to the deck with numbers 1 to
10 (Of (04 to ROI written on then using A different color. However .
to insure that the,geme As easy to ploy and not too timy-consueing, it
is advised that you use no wore than 00 colors ono no wore than lOg
cards. The ninieun requiresents will be 440 cards and four colors.

Directionso

(1) Cach player is dealt en equal nunber of cords. The cords should
be dealt face down, end clever* should keep their cards hidden froth
opponents' view.

(0) The olive holding the "five of black'° (if using the wininuo four
sets or 10 cards with black being one of the four colors) or the
middle number of any predeterwined suit (e.g., red 7 if each set ha'
13 cards and the predator/aimed color is repo green 10 if each 40t his
20 cards and the predatersine4 color is green) coftwenCee play by
trying hislher card face up. Sehe *met 4140 114y the muster of that
card in Chinese as s'he does.

(3) If the first player laid a black 5, the neat player hes uno of
three choices, namely? til to lay 4 black 61 40i to lay 4 b144 401 (31
to lay * 5 of sone other suit. Ginilarly, if, for eoinple, play
involves 15-card suits with the game-starting set deternimad to be
blue. the Initially-laid blue 0 hey be follow**, Oy 1 42, * 01u* /1
a blue 71 or (3) 4h 0 of son, other suit. Mhatever the mo4wr ex'
color of suits, if a plaeer cannot continue the huheri41 *equerkce tqf
the suit showing or start a new suit row setw must discard one card
race down in hiseher personal discard pile. This should preferably be
a low card nueericolly, for reasons to be eaplained later,
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*Aoi 014* fdniihuos in * (34t'18 it 3s4 on* aqlst oitoe*
mf1i044 continuing too VOriliiO4K0 1.It in 44-if 1644

1.4044414044 Or 4t*rt * hem rOo4 140§44749 4 (iv oith Ihe o3844huft dec of *40
c4irds, or the vniddle nuotiou" with 004000 00*i00 06re 1.00a *44
If Inv °toyer con hollow ((Moo suit ARF Vt*flt 4 44PO f0441, 4hulik

disc*rd 9P4 g4c0 i0t6 hegOhi* pile,

#54 At 400 e44 of Iho gee*, tho nuaq0@rs en loo çq isc*rdod a a
odded 404 The higher the nuotter cn@ gots, to@ higge. * loser one 44,
10 other words, to win tho gone, 04'4 404014 tr# 00t '10 4441C4434 40#
c4f441%4 it 00%040194 it One 04% to dist*rd cords, one should disc*rq
loner noWOOOF c*rtis first..unles* ono 'wishes 11 'hurt"' othOrs4 24141

04,Pl4n*tions Polon,

*or,445urre'" shui.440 Uelin#0 As tho OA** prOgre4***4 A **rig* rOt
tho to64o, os oictuci4 44084wi

acw
blocS 0reen 6 fted 4
01*c* 5 Offen 5 #1414 5 21qo 5
01404 *4 Ofeen 01444

Ofeen 3 Mu, 3

(7$ Ony lenentory of strottioy to to -044ft." atitwr phoyers by
discordieg o crucial wed. fi*y coopotitor f*cing the *bove ploying
surfote hro only three cords left Mack 44 green 0 ond OW@ 71, 4tod
holds none of the cards with which s/he could continue the wok' *block
0114 Oldic 24 Oregon /, Ureen 0, Red 04 Owl i Olue *nd blue Is, Iola

Plover hos to Otocoed the of %At/ three cards ih herShis
hornotly4 Clock 2 44111 de the eight card to oe disc/riled, tiecouse it
10 * 1044 number cord. 14044.4,0e4 the 01**04* night mOnt to discord blue
/ to 41'40V" MI' 0pRonento. Thot t64 otoce they re lotlicolly holding
Black 0, / ond 104 lolhe con effectively oloce on), possibility of tOotr
finishing the tphe without disc*rcling any of those high cards, Of
course, they can or*ctice sioil*r ste*tegy on hie,

cgi Ploy continues until all ipArticipontS have laid donn their cards,
either *0 o*rt of the 4'tiragons4 or in tootf respective discord piles.
The ,moimuite Oro tbe one +oho iNis non*qed to out all of hioinor cord% into
dfaillOno 40 ionic Whet), Of the ono 4410 111411 the 10+4144t point total ih
nerehis diacarti pile,
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4*6o *114A

bl*mo * #04v4of §-1*-fliorTo-*tri,5

4441i*** &Mk lotoiP Okos4i '47+41t4 *4

§willgootoll Cairo* of 04441o, gloftm.

Or000 §1f0f

010f* OF IN/ 440#4f

f=41-4411M41r-04- M40004f 1014 44-04 *-/4,4 1.-** 4**4 mitti 40~
pf#044041 401% Of 20,§ 1040, Cf444 100* CO*F*E10 04*f C4f004 47104.40f104
*11 COMf*Ctilf* t4opootoolp lo*rotiO Op too tIvOloot. or bp to*io9 titto*ot
orooftroa tisso44ord *otos Ittorp *ro *gisp*M.090* to IWO *ppf040404,.
Ivo forowe 044444Tylk 404f0f0114 if ghOr*C14trii in 14,-011 Of 9441014
Co4l0 cOwiroctors oodltip gorrwctip orittwo*, 41tOoul 4
100 lowitructor to too t4t0 ti*ho to c00044, *od **op 4.koo to
tot of clordo far **Z0 4I44*A1 40 1,40 4I4*4_, 100 I411#47
tliotto t000tmo for too otto*oot 14 k04011* 404*0 C4414^4, 10 404010
111)*000f 0*," fit of 1#*rning 41040. ** WA** *10* m411 *140 0* Of
***4*14ar* 0 1)40 C0404111194 Oot-cr4Ooo ;herein, to*vo it 10 UN0
10,400r4lip 0;04,01100,

Oirotti000;

111 e*C14 01***4 14 04o.* tor orovila*** 000 kot of co***gtor Clvt16,

*4* Moo firtt alispor o*ot *op 00+0 04 1**4'10114 cora* to ot*rt *
tvotooco aroolluoci'%q 10e 444f0 11# lift's?' 014104 it 94 104 t*040,

120 1104 4/410C1 44 40001* 14 C.0014ft4ip 10* 4014'4044C* far 4* loot) 44
004144614:0, If 4 44400"1 c.4401 *44 4t4A0t0r tosfoWtovx le 'In@ 0441,14AC0.
4140 44 444**40d * ett^4I1v0 poifkt sa0 ANks44, 4.110ft * 0*** 440104{9,

i4si 014v contioltims 4_,eti$ * avo4000to4 14oit woo or potato*, *t ,00igh
4i0ke 1.00 DI4p0r 041)0 100! 1.0_10*41 4C0f0 0404.

*5* Umo io*tructorst role ftuot tso goti4/44141 to ioturo oot ooip to*t
u041,44404 Cr041e4 4f0 9,4"n4tic411* cofrocA, but tiMdit kNpfkp
4441 rtgootitoo of top **fto tooto^gou wver 44%01 bv*.g. 411100%,
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Olk 4 t% 4* 4 c*fti IF40, o**,io4 4-4f4 10** O4 4A4%. 0.11/..044f iA 44=4*
TWPK#141 Offl#T, IOR ItIPWW-4 9f ci.34'4f**4 g#0 iotf**** to* ot01004- of

foe *0.'1* *4***K*4 wtua*ot4. 04ottrurvE4 4044E* 40*t 4.0*
its w4sodwoltio. oo 0.01Fd 4$441 *41, f*04* 4.49,410 4* 0,v4w4 io wor 4o*

WO* f4r*I *4444*Ot Uteri** 4v*w sino 4-4744 prOPOWTicOntg 1,441 401striCI,eT
*404! Wee44 4hI1 Insta fe.P0*;15 the ProTeq, .,xilqn 4 **Toog viiva, If toyf
*1A:4*ot 044 #444o4 * oot;o4o4 *Po_ o** (00o04pwerg to* fmt*f*glAgf
K4f470V11,0* 4441.0 fig.0444(ea* to* 041if wapi.740*** 04%4 00441Ait 34 11%***f4lik
t*Ne4f, if to* t4A0 tow-04 00 /Not 000tKo, %to* tiA0Fot, torihm q0108, W***4 *k44
044k, f0141** 40 to* o*.i. 44.0*ot,

kla el** tootioso*4 44oti$ ii lo* Poi0F4li 1***A0 0o.vo gim0**g, 100 000"
crcmw44te* the #44*t. p444't* 4* the 4044eme-F.

t**4 Uoito it iw 4494*4t*4 tO*t lo* colifitdf glif04 4041.4441* PO 4A101. A40
PIO*1. flow*, 444 4444 the COke 4g1 th0 leieu4*I04 m***44 4t to34 44,0v,4

01'14 4,4V le* Out the C4f41 4 ih 4 evOre t,Cf4mUle4 eqllerft#,r 40% 4f4t;.f t4
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