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An instructional unit that enhances student interest

and curiosity about animals and Tromotes conceptual growth through

development of observation and 1

stening skills is discussed. The

lessons and activities are for use with limited English proficient
students in kindergarten through fourth grade who are receiving
services from the English-as-a-second-language (ESL) or learning
disabilities programs. Individual lessons are 30 to 45 minutes in
length, and are sequenced. Each lesson contains objectives, a list of
instructional materials necessary for implementation, procedures and
class activities, and suggestions for evaluation, A list of
supplemental materials is appended. The lesson topics include naming
zoo animals, recognizing zoo animals' names, describing zoo animals,
learning animal actions, writing sentences about animals, learning to
make webs, and writing paragraphs about animals. (MSE)
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IATHODUCTION

Zoo Animals s a unit that enhances the atudenta' interest in and
curlosity about animals and the real world. It also promotes conceptual
grovwth through the development of observation and listening skilla,

Notivation te master language skills and concepts is increased through the use
of high=interest toplos and concrute materials.

These wupplemental lessons and activities are designed for use with
limited English proficiant (LEP) atudenta in kindergarten through fourth srade
who have limited ability to understand and apeak English and who are racq?vin;
services from the English as a second language or learning dizabilities
programe. The suggested reading and writing sctivities can be used with
students who possess minimal skille in those areas.

The individual lessons are dewigned to be 30 to 49 minutes in length.
Teachars may choose to do each .asmon during one sesslon or two, depending
upon the students' attention span. It is not recommanded that the sequence of
the lossons be altered but teachers are ancouraged to modify and/or adapt the
lassona to suit their students' needs.

A listing of supplemental materials is provided at the end of the unit.



LESSON 11 NAMING ZOO ANIMALS

6Q3ecttve:

Btudenta will identify several animals by nane
vhen presented with picturea.

Instructional Materialas

© Animal pictures auch aa those fousd in the Peahody Language

Development Kit, Level |, picturea B43=58
9 Chart paper

9 HAlack marker
Procedursa/Activition:

1. Tell the atudents, "Today wve are going to talk about aoo animals."
Initiate dialogue about diffcrent xoo animals and place pictures of
aach animal on the chalk ledge as students talk about them,

2. Place pictures of animals vhich were not mentioned on tha chalk
ledge. Have students identify each picture and vrite each animal's
name on chart paper.

3. Reviev the names of the animala already on the chalk ledge. As the
students rospond, write the names of the animals on chart paper,
' leaving space to record characteristics later. :

4. Bncourage student verbal participation by suggesting they ahare their
personal experiences and knowledge about animals in their homeland.

Nota: Short student attention span may require this lesson to be taught
in wore than one session.

Optional/Rorichment Activities:

1. Place saveral pictures on the chalk ledge and review nsmes of the
animals. Direct atudents to close their eyes and then remove on2 or
wore pictures. Have students identify the siasing picture(s).

2. Using cutouts of animals froa wagazines or student-drawn
illustracicns, create a class wucal,

Evaluation:

Students will be able to identify all animal pictures presented in the
lesson by name with 85X sccuracy.

8
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LESSYON 21 RECOGNIZING ZOO ANIMAL NAMES

Objective:

ftudenta will recognise the names af the aeo
animals when presented with the animals® printed
AABRE A,

Instructional Matsriales

Aninal pictures

Chart papar

Black sarher

Animal namas printed on tagboard atrips
3" x 5" lndex cards

Procedures/Activitiea:

(-2 2 2% - -

1. Place picturas of animals in groups of ) to 5 on chalk the ledge, As
the students identify each picture write the animal name above it.

2. Remave pictures from the chalk ledge and distribute to the students.
Point to each name on the chalkboard and aay it. Have students repeat
after you. Have the student holding the matching plcture come and
place it on the ledge under the printed nama. Rapeat this sctivity
several times until all students have had an opportunity to
' participate. 3

J. Hold up a tagboard strip with an animal name printed on {t, Say the
nase and have atudents ropeat after you. Repeat this activity until
3ll nanea have been presented and students can identify the animal
nane without a plctorial atimulus.
4. Have each student copy namea of the animals on a 3" x 5" index card.
Optional/Rorichment Activitiea:
1. Show part of an animal and have studeats {dontify the animal.

2. Have atudents read and alphabetize the nawes of aninals on b I N
cards.

3. Have students vrite simple sentences about the animals.

Evaluations

Students will identify with 73 percent aAccuracy the nsmes of the z00
animals presented on tagboard strips.

9
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LESSON 31 DESCIUAING 200 ANIMALS

) Objective:

Btudenta will identify specific characteriatice
af the soo animals and pane similarities ard

differances,
Instructionsl Materialm
o Animal pictures a 3" x 9" index cards
e  Chart paper 9 Constyruetinn papar
o  Black, sod, end groecn mariers 9  Lrayonas

Procedures/Activitiem

}+ BReviev vocabulary presented in lessons ) and 2 and promote atydent
discusaion about what has been learnsd,

2. Pressnt one of the snimal pictures previously used. Have studeats
identify the picture and give one characteristic of the animal.
Racord charactariatice on the chart begun in lesson }. Continue until
sl characteristics have been identified for the animal. Proceed with
this activity for each of the animals.

3. Present cach animal picture and make an oral statement which inzludes
distinguishing features. Mave students repeat each statement after
’ you. Proceed until all distinguishing features have been .stated.
4. Nodel a descriptive sentence for the atudents and raviav the rules for
capitalizing the first word in a sentence and placing a period at the
end of a telling sentence,

3. Direct studenta to verbalize similarities and differences among the
aninals and vecord on another chart.

6. Direct students to dictate a gentence describing each animal. Copy
students’ sentences on chart paper capitalicing the tirst letter in
green and putting a period at the end in red. Repeat this sctivicy
until thore are descriptive sentences for all the animals.

7. Have students vrite pow vocabulary vords on index cards.

Optional/Enrichment Activities:
1. Resd books on 200 animals to the students.
2. WUrite a group experience story about a particular animasl.

3. Have students drav a picture of one of the animals. Include
characteristice described in the drawing.

Evaluation:

) Students will be adle to identify verbally, with 852 accuracy, the
sinilaricies asd differences batween tvo animal plictures.

* Comnty School Bomd of Fabfx Coussty, Viegieds, 1085
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LESSON &1 LEARNING ANIMAL ACTIONS

' OQQC“VE: Btudenta vill pantonime action vards related 19
aninale’ activities wvhan presented with the
written ward,

Instrectional Matariaiss

0 Action vards vritten on tagbaard atvips
0 Chart paper
a

Rlack waykery
& 3" & 5Y index cavds
Proceduraa/Activitiens

1. Raviev vocabulary words preasated on previous lessons.,

2. Direct students to pantomime animal actions such as walking, alesping,
rusaing, and Juwping. As each student pantovimes an action, have the
rest of the studeats identify what the atudent ia doing and guese the
identity of the anima) being initated. Mecord the action ward and the
snimal name on chart paper,

3. Point to each action vord recerded on the chart and have students yead
it orally and act it out. Have individual students read vords on the
chart and act them out. Discuss how different animals perfora the

) same actions In similar or different ways. Prosots student
discuasion.

4. Have students write vords on 3" x 3™ cards for their word boxes,

Optional/Rarichment Activities:
1. Have atudents alphadetize vords for their word boxes.

2. Have students write simple sentences using their favorite animal
action words,

Evalustions

Students will read and pantonime printad animal action worda with at least
75 percent accuracy.

® Coutdy Schoul Bowd of Feidn Couy, Virgieia, 1906
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LESSON 31 WRITING SENTENCES ADOUT ANIMALS, PART §

N OBectives

Students will crsats simple seatenses ahoue
S sninal actions in ayal 4nd written faswm.

Instructiona) Matariade:

- - -

Actian wards on tagboard strips

Chart paper

Black markey . o
Flctures 5f snimsla 55 he £69 59 in theis satofai habital daing
various sctions

Procoduren/Activition

!

3.

&
5

Preseat students with an anina) illustyation and have students
describe what the animal ia doing. Have students make statementis in
complate santaacas, MNadel scatenie patterm if BETEERATY, CaREjnye
sctivity uatil all animsle have boew pressaind,

Preseat anisal illustrations and have student walunteers destribe the
actions. Introduce the adjective, asun, verb seatenss patters,
Encourage atudeatas 1o respond in this seatence patiern, Made}
sentance pattera as sceded uatil studeats can respond in thie wcateace
structure,s  Record studenta’ gentences on chart piper,

Introduce the pronoun {t. Explain how this ward can b uswd in place
of the animal’s name. Nodel sentences using the promoun {1. Contisue
the activity until studeats start waing pronsun refsyenta
independently in their dictated sentences,

Raview punctuation and capitalization rules tought in lesson 32,
Bave students read the seatences recorded on the chart ard thea

identify the picture vhich matches the sentence. Continuve this
activity until sll students have had an opportunity ta respond,

Optional/Rarichment Activitiea:

1. Give each student a tagboard atrip with & aimple sentence ia the
adjective, noun, verd patterm. Direct students (o drav as
illustration for the sentence.

1. Have students write atory adout a pet or their f{avorits 200 animal,
Do mot conzentrate oa sentencs correctanss. Rather, concentrate oa
the coherence and coatent of the narrative.

Bvaluation:
o hen presented with an animal illustration studen:. will provide

verbal and written 2escription with 802 aCCUTALY.

Students will use o”npriate copitalization and penctuation with 702
aLCUTALy.

© Cousy Schuwsl Dol of Faivbus Covry, Virginia, 1995
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LESSON 6: WRITING SENTENCES ABOUT ANIMALS, PART II -

) Objective: ,
Students will verbally complete sentences when
either a subject phrase or predicate phrase is
missing.

Instructional Materials:

Printed incomplete sentences on tagboard strips
Printed complete sentences on tagboard strips
Chart paper

- Black marker
Animal illustrations (previously used)

00000

Procedures/Activities:

1. Present zoo animal illustrations and have students describe the
actions. Present matching sentence strips and have students read them
aloud. Call on student volunteers and repeat activity until all
illustrations have been covered.

2. Have students read sentence strips and find matching illustrationms.
Continue activity until all students have had an opportunity to
respond.

) 3. "Show students a picture and a sentence strip where the predicate
. phrase is missing. Present students with a choice of three predicate
phrases and have them identify the appropriate predicate phrase.
Continue activity until all predicatc phrases have been identified and
all students have had opportunities to respond. .

4. Present students with a picture and a sentence strip where the subject
phrase is missing. Have students choose an appropriate subject phrase
from a choice of three. Continue activity until all subject phrases
have been covered and all students have had ample opportunities to

respond.
Optional/Enrichment Activities:

Give students a worksheet with incomplete sentences. Direct students to
complete sentences using a subject or predicate phrase as appropriate.

Evaluation:

The students will complete two out of three sentences suppiying subject or
prgdicate phrases, when presented with three illustrations of different
animals and incomplete sentences about the illustrations.

® County School Board of Fairfax County, Virginia, 1986




LESSON 7: LEARNING TO MAKE WEBS

Objective:
Students, as a group, will create and use a web
to write a paragraph abovt a given animal.

Instructional Materials:

o Chart paper
o Black, green, and red markers
o Animal illustrations

Procedures/Activities:

l. Present an animal picture and have students identify and describe
it. Write the name of the animal in the middle of the chart paper and
capitalize the first letter. Draw a box around the word. Ask
questions about the picture. Ask the students to respond to the
questions. Write their answers in circles around the boxed word.
Draw connecting lines from the word to the circled statements. Record
the students’' ideas in complete sentences. Continue with this
procedure until all ideas have been recorded.

2. Ask the students to take their ideas and write a paragraph about the
animal. Ask students, "What shall we call the paragraph?" Point out
that all of the information in the circles is about the word in the
box so the title should be that word. Refer the students to the web
and have them read their sentences. Write the sentences on the chart,
beginning each sentence with a capital letter in green and ending with
a red period. Once the paragraph is written give individual students
a chance to read the paragraph. Discuss the sequence of ideas and
whether or not they "make sense'" as a narrative.

Optional/Enrichment Activities:

l. Direct students to generate questions about the picture in developing
a web.

2. Direct small groups of students to write a paragraph, following steps
1l and 2 above.

Evaluation:

Students wil} describe an animal by name and main characteristics with 85%
accuracy, using the webbing technique.

© County School Board of Fairfax County, Virginta, 1986
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LESSON 8: WRITING PARA.GRAPHS ABOUT ANIMALS

ObJeCtlve: Students will write a paragraph composed of
several simple sentences about an animal.

Instructional Materials:

0 Animal illustrations
o Newsprint )

o Felt-tip marker

o Crayons

Procedures/Activities:

1. Encourage students to work independently. Pair students who have
difficulty with more capable students. Direct students to select a

picture, complete a web, and write a first draft of a short paragraph
about the picture they have chosen.

2. Have students read their drafts you. Give encouragement and provide
suggestions about how the paragraph could be improved. Have students

rewrite their paragraphs making necessary corrections. Require them
to rewrite as often as needed.

. 3. Direct students to read their finished paragraphs to their classmates.
Optional/Enrichment Activities:

Let students rewrite their paragraphs utilizing computers and word
processing software if available.

Evaluation:

Students will generate a short paragraph of at least three sentences when
presented with a picture of an animal. Each sentence will begin with a
capital letter and end with a period.

0(kmnw1khool&mndofﬂudthbunqkagRWL1986




" SUPPLEMENTAIL. MATERIALS

Aims Media
6901 Woodley Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406-4878

Nunu and the Zebra, 1974.

An East African boy befriends a young zebra while on an expedition
with his father. 25-minute film or video.

Z is for Zoo, 1971.

The activities of elephants, llamas, lions, and monkeys are used to
teach animal ways and related sight words and consonant sounds.
9-minute film or video.

Brittanica Films and Video

Encyclopedia Brittanica Education Corporation
425 N. Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60611

Silent Safari Series I and 1, 1979.

Each of the 11 films in this series features a different animal in its
’ native habitat. 10-11 minutes each. Film or video.

The Zoo (George Robb, Ph.D., collaborator), 1979.

Youngsters visiting a zoo take photographs and draw pictures of their
favorite animals.

Coronet/MT1 Films
108 Wilmot
Deerfield, IL 60015
200 Animals in Rhyme, 1965.

Amusing rhymes tell about the lion, monkey, bear, and many other zoo
animals. 11- minute film or video.

Other films and videos available through catalog.

Humane Education Program

Fairfax County Department of Animal Control
4500 West Ox Road

Fairfax, VA 22030

i6




Simon Says (Carol Taylor, editor)

A newsletter published three times a year in the fall, winter, and
spring. Vol. I, No. 1, Fall 1782 issue specifically recommended.

Other publications and curriculum materials available upon request.

National Geographic Society
Washington, DC 20036

World (Pat Robbins, editor)

Subscription magazine for children. Published monthly. Beautiful
photography. Features, pictures, games, stories, and puzzles about
all aspects of nature.

Other publications available including books, films, filmstrips,
videos, and other subscription magazines.

National Wildlife Federation

1412 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Ranger Rick.

Subscription magazine for 6-12 year olds. Published monthly.
Features photographs, diagrams, articles, poster pull-outs, and crafts
about science and nature.
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