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‘READING LIKE A REGUIAR CITIZE‘N“ .3
PRDEESSIDNAL EDIIDRS ON RESEDNDING 'm WRI’I‘ING

= Earllér thls manth (Navanber l‘386)= ‘tthE WES an item 1ﬁ the i’

»New York I‘:Lrnes cltlng a I‘exas vnter .th, when asked abaut his

preference fx:r gcrvernar, resg@ﬂded | "I guess I 11 Just decucie

between tha evil of: two lesSérs.'i My husband aﬁd I t:hut;kléﬂ over

- Vthat phrase, aﬁd we played w:_th the 1dea cf changlng thé tltlE Q,E ¥
tl:us presentat.mn h:; smetku.fg lz.ke "I*he Ev;l af TWD Lessers, ‘Df

o Why ertmg Teac.hérs aid Ed:_tc:rs Don t Need to ] nvy Each Other. !

lt‘ m:.ght sean‘ { ha cc:mpcs:.tmn téac;hers have lots ‘

the ed;térs get paid’ ta'

> envy pr ESSlt:ma editors:

1 Dcc.as;@ﬁal %\glarncsr af the publlshmg wc:rld edltgrs fage pzablans

vthat most af us wr;.t;ﬁg teax:he:s do t have to bathér W:Lth The N

writmg teachers dc:n t e

'blg:‘dlfferem:e is: thé t;t:mnérc;-lal one:”




uf'f as we dc)- edltDrS com-;lam ab::ut hav1ng no

t:l.mété”read anythmg beyond what thez,r ngs requlrf:. Andli i
haven t. come across any. testm@nials fr@m edltars whc believa i

that they re ne;ng GVét'pald.

Sc, whether 1t s a qi;estlc:m t:f envy of. ﬁat, there s no dcubt" .

»that“ edltc:rs, like wrltlng teachers, ,wnrk! ‘ﬁtéﬁsaEly ‘ﬂth wards :

and with the people whc: ertE t’ham And 1t '8 helpful ta see hDW :

;v’pegple in a d:,fferént but related fléld Df wark pert:.51ve thETl! 5‘

. elves, because the:.r perceptmnsmay tell us scmething-ﬁnnt nnly“

abaut than ’I::ut vabaut us. It see‘ns tc: me that 1t:scsk1ng at edltcrs

"and hesrlng what they ‘say : ab@ut tha‘nselves ‘helps us ‘to tlunk maré

5 'clearly abt:);t’? Wh\‘:! we are: arxd what we dD. Tt's a mattér af SEElI’lg'

;x"what s t:lDSE at hand (namely, aur Wt:rk) by gasmg t:ff ;‘nta the

‘fineat dlStaI’li:Ef(lﬂ thls c:ase, 1nta the,\warld of edltlng)




~V‘and‘c:.a ‘édltars——thaugh if we re m_,se, we dﬁaﬁ t tty to perfo:m .

) z@th sem::es at the same t;me ) | ’
As 1 read letters, 1111:31'3:1&»15, bmgrapﬁnés ’. 1ec:.tu:l:§s ancl

_ essays ;. lac:king for. whst ed:;tars sald abc)ut tﬁa‘nselves, t}leir

fmrk, and the:.r relatmnshlp I;g: authﬂrs, 1 =found four: main thanes

‘émerglng. Chrer a:nd avar, ai:t-:m:s kept talk::ng ;Ln termss cx:f ser:v!

I lce, pm,er, dellght a:nc:l eﬂ@l;u:aga'nent- Thmsa fc;sur th%‘n&s inter—

tw;ne w;th one am:sther, sr;ci 1\: the end, 11: Séa’ﬂs tr: me ‘t:hst

;;SEI'VICE ILS What arl ed;tc:f‘ is all abeut“s&m@e t@ thé wr:r.ter, to

Editomndo:,




e this, flrstafall b} pay:mg casful at

ly in thérnanuscr:l.pt- o Dﬁavam:\nymous e

Man a:ha chamber or a camera eye," abla;. ! 1:

. ‘;I,,bfeel anly what [the author: hasj put o ysﬁpe:i_" (v

‘ Rc:-ss. :

Rﬂss ramnd%d m‘,’, ' Th

o rldlng ‘at’ the héad Df a trac:p c:f cav. @aﬁa &dﬁﬂaﬂy ralses 1"115

' haﬂd in a green and Slléflt Valley and sg,ggi *Iﬁdzgariss' although
“to the ::rd:.nary eye and ear there 15 rm famtest 31511 nr sound of
farnythlng alarrnlng" (Grass 249) l

‘ The edltar whr: can raad Wlth thlS sm:t Qf a&tenticm 15




" E:.'Leanmg and repalrli:ng busmesg" (‘39).:" A mc:re elab:fata ns n Gf', the .

.Viedi.tor as a c.leanmg—msnd—repairmg persgn turns up in James ! ': <‘ o

;Thlgber s essay on Ha

Haﬁng a marlmuscrlpt meler Rass s acmtlﬁy was’ l:l.ke put- “

V'ii‘t‘lﬂg yaur carcr; in thé harxds af a sk:.llad mec:hanic, rnc:t an

k’:': Lilt a g,uy wht:::) knuws what m.akes a mc:tar ‘20, and sputter,

andvihaeza e . s a man with an ear. fc:r the famtest bﬁy

squeak as WEE_]. as” the laudest Eﬁgme r:attle.

:eallzai thai Rgss was® tr:ymg to rnake y@ur Mndel T c:r old

Stutz Bearc;alj 111!::: a Cadlllac. or Rnlls-RDyc,e (Grv:ss 249)

SeﬂSltl\?E e&Eltar, 'thnugh, d@esn t transfm:m a Mgdel T

E}:Plfoval aditlﬂgls . far mt:re c:f a. callabt:ratlve ac;tlvj.ty than




“ his work at Swine=r's, wtes that editors must “puzzle [ their]

fiway thft:ugh avarlaty of dutles, Snfﬁl«:h hafa been mrfavm:ﬁ bly

compa:eﬂ W1th the E:‘?;nc:tlons of a psy;hlatrlst and an er‘:rand bz:y,l”" L

anci a plantatmn Qﬁr‘é::s-ﬁer" (156—57) In an: even: more ;Lﬁ-r:n;c
»:Lmagé, Dav:u:l Ray, ?ﬁet and edltof of - New Letters, speaks c:f the

: Qﬁitﬂr as S "fODtSt:’-i:in! he. quo tes the ‘lines from *E’rufr-n:r:k" ;

abcut‘he ng "defera'ltlal, glad to be of use,/palltlc: camt:mus,
a:nd met;culcus, Vi ‘:-, buta blt c:btuse ——anr:l thE’ﬁ Ray tazses cut
‘t}’;e‘-‘ rem:mder, "An gﬂ::llt:ar ote that paa‘n" (Henderscn 263).

estff the unsurprisinginatlzm thét |

. Quatatlons llk;E th@se s

that pawer tc: serve gladly. FlfSt Zhare 15
the ed1tan halps determlne what gets 1nt<:: |

S fl t Ihat' 3 ii:ower. As DE’V;Lu




o sw:p::sz.um Agathermg. , A part: = (Hendersen 145)

'I'hé editnr, then 15 at’ th? - Semc.e IL-t Dnly gf the ir ﬂdl—
‘ v:.dual writer hut alsa of the cmz.ty of wrlters and thlnkers, R

- a stand—m for everyone whr: loves  words and want:s to sae them i

usa‘i well. ‘Hw does one: recgnzz_l—a all these canstltuencles?

folc,hard I“k:Gulre 1n the llttlé b@ﬁi{ Passlaﬁate Critlg;srn has a

" plzrasa far J.t. bemg fa:.t’hful ta ﬂne s r:an mJ.nd and smmlta- :
:-~”ﬁer:xusly bemg faithful ta the ml:nﬁ t:f the texsﬂ Ed:.tc:rs must be

av:.d alert readers, C’PEﬂ to the Eheer d'311gh+ Gf a gﬂﬂd book.

.Dm:e again fiM&x Parklns sald it! Est

I‘h&trouble w1th EEVTLEWEIE, and W;th editcn:s, ‘is’ sc

s:;nple that fmbody gets :L& 'I‘hey t:ught tcx JUSfL take a’t'

:kbaak .gnd glve thanselves ac: ;t, and réad 11: ;;11ke' a regu;

c:ught nut to apply thau: %tandards aﬂd frames Y

, "em:e, and all that te :Li;,?._ untll afterwards.

;c:annat rnake tha‘n'dc: 1t‘n ~‘]Zt is smethlng that

: smpleqnmded pea[:l da ) pérhaps. s (Wheelack : 2218-49)




. Natlcmal Publl.c': Rédlﬂ 's "All ) Th:mgs .Co

. ‘;‘j“'\’;BérgT talks ‘ ut: 1115 seven years af labor on that bmgraphy. n :
had a portralt cf Perk:.ns c:var my desk, ,ys Berg, "'and eve:y ‘
nlght, | 'd lat:@k glp at that plcture arld ask Perkiﬁs, , Dld I glve

'Y@“ an hﬁﬂest day *s work?' If 1 cildn; t feel I hac:l I wou uld work ..

' Perkins himse=1f had a hercx to. emulatéa—ﬁet an édlt@f, thc:ugh s

that was one ef hﬁs hercn s rcales. Perkms sa;ci 111 an 1ﬁtemew Lo

w1th Malcalm Cawl%y that "the man he w::uld mast 11ke to resenble

‘the mest

vis Mamr Ge éral .Zi'ca}’m Aargn Rawlms, whgm Grant called

-‘[\nea:n:i.y ;ndlspensatzle folCEf Dﬁ hls Staff. N Rawlins Jﬂb“ was'to

autFa@’ ’"; ("Uﬁshaken FrlendE—IT"

Yau lmcw that they kntjw that yau t;auld have *"

, alfldSGqu;lftFy again. . (Hemierscm V‘ll)




ders carr:.es arl aura of salntlmes.; vfmch may be

:iintmldatlng N'I‘he ‘ec:l tcn:s I ve been réadmg ab@ut d;cl wc:rk Wlthi,, e

a dédiciatlaﬁ arnd respec,t for writers that was tharcu,ghly

. admlrable. . Mcre 1nterest1ng1y ’ though, they had their cddlt:.es,

the::.r fallures af v1$1¢:r1, they were: @rdlnary pecple, Just llke

: reading.
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