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The value of provxdxng future mass communzcators a broad-based liberal

arts education before they embark on their media careers s now gaining

near universal acceptance. For an institution’s mass communication. program

to be éttfedited; the Accredztzng Counc11 on_Education in Journalism and_

couT sewotk be outszde of the ma;or field of studg Thxs means, of course,

general studies in arts and sciences. _Participants in the University of

Oregon "Futures Study” on journalism education agreed strongly "that.

Journalism and mass communication edutation must rely on 3 strong relation—

ship with the liberal arts and sciences. (1)"

of -a liberal arts foundation when competing in the mass_ communication

industry_jJobs arena. Stone makes this point. in addressing future broadcast

Hing observers are now also quzck to poxnt out the pract:cai utxixtg

communicators: "It’s easier to teach skills to an educated person on the
Jggitggnitgfegucate a skilled practitioner who missed out on a liberal
arts sducation in school. (2)" Barze indicates that lzberallg educated

communicators have an- advaﬁtége when it_is _time_for promotion. _ _
"The most obv1ous plus,,these workers had was an overall

decxsxons in a. iogzcal and satisfactory manner. (3)"

And | Bryce points out how "specialty reporting” in television has gagf;géed

a4 need for mass communicators with an extensive bacﬁground in government:
heal th, iﬁfitUlthé; or economics. (4)

But beqond this 5656551 agreement on the need For a 11beral arts approach.

it becomes difficult to accurately assess and define how that approach-can be

incorporated into media education settings, or perhaps- even  how we define

"liberal arts” in the first place. The question must be asked as to whether

we all mean the same. thzng when we say “liberal arts." In theory, a_ nodding

CONsSensus can- probablg be-had on a definition such as_ presented by Eastman:

-"A - tradztzanal lzberal arts edication should teach_ students

(1) _to learn how_to_learn, (2)_ to_evaluate; .and (3) to communlcate

Sub;ect matter content should function primarily as vehicles for

learning how_to understand; measure. evaluate, utzlzze and convey

concepts; factoal material: creative insights and methods of
lniiqSIS " (5)

e — —  —

talR. nice - as it is, is_ bezng put_into ptactxce by those in charge UF

edueat:ng future media practitioners. . It hardly seems sufficient to assume

a future mass communicator is libera.ly educated just pecause that student

takes a certain amount of coursework outside of the major discipline. Indeed,
that approach simply tosses the liberal arts burden into the laps of coiieagues
in other departments on campus.

Tﬁés. the d:scuSs:on needs to Focus not on whether mass communzcatz””

education needs the liberal arts framework, but to what degree and in what

atmosphere. This discussion must be done at both the campus and departmental
levels.




LIBERAL ARTS INSTITUTIONS ENTER MEDIA EDUCATION

_A nuhber of . tradxtxonai liberal arts colleges and unzversztzes are

takxng up- the chalienge oF th1s dzscusszon.;and assertxng themselves 1n

These 11bera1 arts 1nst1tutzons. such_as_ _Trinity ?91¥ET§§§9{:§§3999, -
CBIIEQG; DePauw _ Uﬁi?éfSitQ. ‘and others. may well be at the forefront of

Tevising the way mass communicators are educated for the industry. These

schools: generally privately funded and with manageable numbers of students,

-are in the .unique and desxreable position to be able to accomplzsh what
€0 many media professionals and educators say must be done_-- educating

"whole" people who can entertain and inform through the media te the

public with 1nszght; perspective, creativity, and responsibility.

_ Thef@oves bg liberal arts 1nst1tutlons may be coming at the rlght time,
ngen some key indications that larger, state- supported jJjournalism schools
may be redirecting their emphases. - The -University of Oregon study on.

journalism-education pi dicts, "In the future, it 1s 11keiq that under-

graduate education will be de—emphasized somewhat: (at the larger

J=schools) in comparison_to continuing education; research; and graduate

education. (6) And while these are certainly worthy functions: the

deemphasis in undergraduate education indicates a void could be created.
This void: it seems, could be ¢filled bg liberal arts universities where
undergraduate education, the sole reason for bezng. will never be

deemphasxzed

months - The Oregon studg provxded a dismal assessment o? the state of
J—school eduvcation: . - - - - - - . o

“"In the midst o? what has heen caiied a. communzcatxon

revolution., the natzon s _Journalism/mass communication schools

seemed _anything but revolutionary. 1Indeed, there was abundant

evidence that they were nearly stagnant.... Altlough journalism
schools had begun with lofty ideals and great expectations for
advancement oF the oféss and the publxc. mang were lxttle moreii?i

also reflected some dxsappoxntments with the current state oF Journalzsm

education. It told of a study. that showed that journalism schools Tanked

structures.- Sharon Murphq- the dean of the CoIIege of doornaiism at

Margquette Un1vers1tg argued that journalism education does no better job

in preparing future reporters for meaningful and ethical communication than

was done_ twenty years ago. She_ also charged journalism schools with a

preoccupation with the bottom line; grants, technology, and such. (8)

s




7:7ﬁﬁii¢ it would certainly be presumptuous t6:§§§§é§§:§55§;iiié;éi arts
colleges will suddenly cure all ills in_underrraduate mnss communication ,
education, it is at least clear that these institutions will take a different

angle on _the matter. In _the atmosphere of these traditional liberal arts.

universities. students can study the media in classes small enough to allow
interaction and distussion with the professor and fellow students: Thus;
aesthetic and ethical matters can be delved into more deeply. _In this.

atmosphere of more modest class sizes: students can be required. to write
papers-and conduct group projects that will ve evaluated by their professors.
Students are taught. even at the freshman level, by professors who will be
evalvated themselves mostly for their work with students and in teaching.

In this atmosphere: students can, even as underclassmen: have ready_access

to work in cocurricular media activities, including usually a campus
newspaper; radio station, and local cable access_television. .. In this

atmosphere; a large proportion of students can assume lecadership or

managerial roles in the operation of the cocurriuclar media outlets.

In short, the liberal arts atmosphere that has effectively served to
educate and prepare ‘so many pre-professional students for careers in law.
medicine, business; science:; and ministry, can now be applied to preparing

the next generation of professional mass communicators.

None of the foregoing discussion, however: is to suggest that the study

of mass communication can be instantly incorporated into liberal arts

institutions where vccational and/or treondy programs are viewed with

Skepticism if not with disgust. And given the history of media education

as_being vocational and hardware oriented, -this dim view by liberal arts _

academics can be understood. Blanchard and Christ appropriately recommend
"hard-nosed soul-searching about fundamental purposes” of journalism and
mass communication units as_ the campus political battle takes shape.

Otherwise. they warrn, mass communication "offerings could be perceived. ..
as being too vogational or specialized and, as a result. not appropriate
to the reform movement back to ‘basits’ of general and liberal arts

and sciences education. " (9)

But this opposition can be confronted in two ways: First; the study of
mass communicaticn must be approached like any other liberal study, with

concepts. critical insight, and discussion and analysis of issues. Media
courses must deal more with "why” than simply "how to." Secondly, the media
system must be viewed for what it is —— a most pervasive means of touching.

and_affecting every individual in contemporary society. Given this pervasive-
ness; knowing and understanding the media in American society is as important

to every citizen as is an awareness and appreciation of political science,

literature, history, sociology, and the arts.




DEPAUW UNIVERSITY AND THE STUDY OF MASS COMMUNICATION

It is easy to view DePauw University as a model liberal arts and

sciences institution. Its midwestern; small town; low enrol lment
{2300 students) and church affiliation all support this characterization.
DePauvw ranks_among the nation’s leaders in the proportion of its
gradvates who go on to earn a terminal degree. The academic program is

designaed to diversify each student’s plan of study.  Distribution
requirements guarantee that each student take coursework in at least

five of six areas of study; or "groups." . The six “"groups" are: natural

scionces and mathematics, social and behavioral sciences; iiterature and
the arts, historical and philosophical understanding, foreign language,  __

- and self-expression. In addition. students must demonstrate "competencies”

by passing specially designated courses in writing, quantitative reasoning,
and oral communication. Finally, students must complete four winter term

projects. Winter term is a month (January) of independent study or
internship to allow students to focus attention over four weeks on one
particular area of interest.

_____A liberal atts or generalist perspective is also found within the
Department of Communication A-ts and Sciences. Media students will; of

course; take mass communication coursework within the department in
broadicast journalisn, media_ and society. broadcast management, media
law; awd production. But students are also required to broaden their

communication coursework by studying in zt least two of the three other

areas of the department: including rhetoric/public address, theatre/
interpretation, and voice sciéﬁ;G{”;AII;itUdiﬁté,tbﬁﬁ1§§§;§ﬁéiF major

with a senior seminar which highlights the generalist approach to
communication by reviewing the unique contributions of each aspect of
the discipline,  integrating the commonalities; and conducting a research

project on a matter of particular interest.

___~ An effort is made to integrate the liberal arts approach into the =
particular mass communication courses, and not simply leave that liberalizing
function up to the rest of the campus. Broadcast journalism students not
only learn to report, but to write clearly. assess the impact of news;

decisions. Management students deal with case studies; and conduct audience

understand the implications of the First Amendment; and confront ethical
and the message orientation. _Much of a student’s practical experience

comes_in_cocurricular activities with the campus FM radio station, the video

production wnit, or in off-campus internships, often during winter term.
At DePauvw; there is no question of whether the emphasis is on liberal arts

OR careerism. The liberal arts approach is seen AS careerism.
_ DePauis is proud of its media heritage; which includes the Founding on
campus of Sigma Delta Chi as a national. journalism organization in_ 1909.

WGRE-FM: the campus radio station, was the first station to receive an :
educational broadcasting license from the FCC. DePavw has produced a number

of professional mass communicators for both the print and broadcast world,
including John McWethy, ABC television’s state department correspondent,

and John Owen., managing editor of Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s
television news. DePauw alums who are leaders in-the print industry B
include Robert Giles; editor of the Rochester TIMES=UNION:; and Rance Crain;
president of Crain Communications Inc.

Q 6
“ERNIC

IToxt Provided by ERI



THE DEPAUW CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY MEDIA

_Financial gifts have been commited to DePauw University o establish

the Center for Contemporary Media. The unique_aspect of the Center will

be its deliberate emphasis on a program to benefit all DePauw students,
regardless of academic interest. DePavw Chancellor Richard Rosser calls

the Center an alternative approach; "For the first time in America in a

liberal arts setting: tomorrow’s leaders will have the opportunity to
learn about all forms of the media. No liberally educated person can

function in this day and age without an understanding of the profound
impact of the media on society." This commitment to media literacy for
all students is particularly important when one considers that the Oregon
study suggested that opportunities for non-majors to study media are
becoming more limited at many institutions; "Service courses to the rest

of the university; once an impertant contribution to general education;

- The Center will alsec provide a more intensive experience for students
planning careers in the media._  The Center will provide modern Facilities
to support coursework in both print and broadcast media. The Ce-%er will
also house student media outlets which provide opportunities for practical
applications of coursework in a cocurricular setting.

. The Center will not; however, offer particular media courses; create

a Journalism or broadcasting major. or merely serve a warehouse. function.
The Center will accomplish its objectives in a facilitator fashion.
First of all, the Center will annvally sponsor a series of symposia and.
workshops to deal with the larger societal influences of the media. For
example, a three day conference will look at -the mutual_influences between
government/political leaders and the news media. An additional program

could ailow scholars of ethics and philosophy to assess the ethical -
frameworks of journalists and programmers. _ _Other programs could look

intqfthé;diiéémiﬁétibﬁ,6P,stiéﬁ€iPiE:ggta:to society, the historical

perspective of media influences; psychology of advertising: etc. Thus.

students from a variety of disciplines will have the opportunity to see .
how the media play a role in their respective fields of study. The Center

will also facilitate and provide logistical and _development support for the
presentation of media modules or short courses that could be incorporated
into a variety of departments. And of course; students of all majors have
access to participate in any of the campus media outlets.

_____The Center will support the developaent of future media practitioners.

through several mechanisms. First, the Center will support an expansion of
the communication #faculty so as to allow a broader range of faculty expertise
and more student/faculty contact in the media settings. The Center will

also provide up-to-date print. radio: and television facilitics with the

appropriate supervisory and technical support. Scholarships for talented
media students will allow those students the opportunity to prepare_for

media careers in the liberal arts environment. The Center will also _
provide a program to bring in visiting professionals_to_serve as guest

editors and producers; working side by side with students for one to two

weeks in the .student-onerated media outlets. __Finally; Center. personnel
willi be able to set up a mentor system for student media practitioners.
In this way, students can receive direction and support in classroom
and practical applications:




-The Center alsc plans & faculty development program to provide media

faculty the opportunity to keep their professional media skills current, or.
perhaps conduct rezearch. The faculty development opportunities will extend

to faculty from other disciplines as well so they might look into ways £o
expand their professional insights with regard to the media, and incorporate

those perspectives into their classes.

_While many of the Center‘s plans are still developing:; it is clear that

the Center can and will serve to. at the same time; educate future media

practitioners and future media consumers, while upholding the liberal arts
tradition. Certainly; the Center will experience growing pains as media

education takes on 3 near all-tampus approach, but these obstacles can be

overcome by strict adherence to viewing media study for what it is —- ourm
newest liberal art.

Qo
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