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" objectives; (10)- thbrough evaluation of pupil achievement;. (11)
democratic living in the classroom;  (12) use of maps and. globes in -
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12) develop;ng pup;l interest in current affairs. Examples of 1deas
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socmt srumes IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

’1fhé world is ishrinﬁihgf in size due to better
transportatlon and communlcatlon, |t is more |mportant than euer before

#or puplls to study justifiable unlts in the soclal studies: The

l followlng problems on the world scene make |t |mperatioe that puplls :
_'haue the needed understandings, skllls, and attltudes to engage in
| problem soluung actuuuties in the classroom. |

l.- There are wars and tﬁreats of war.between and among natlons such as
in tﬁe Middle East:

2.: New nations are formed ard the names of some countries no longer
exist’ due to oarylng causes.., : :

.3. Frlendshlps between and among nations cﬁange., Nations_ which,

formerly were_friends bezome neutral toward each other; they also. may

become enemies: Friendehip can be developed between countrles whlch in

the past had reletlons which were neget:oe.

'"5ﬁ Selected countries mex\trede much uith each otheriand engage in

. QBPrY little or no tredi ulth other natlons on the ¥ace of the world.

3. Certain countries haye more o# the necessary natural resources

which make ?or a prosperous country as compared to other nations.

6.W Tecﬁnology and. Jnvehtlons change the ways of l|U|ng of a pirtlcular

subculture or country.

?;i tinguages th:t people spea¥ in the world dlffer from each other
thus making for diffic:ity in -ommunicatlng |deas.

5; leferences in relqgious belie}s and docttine in_ dlfferent

countries of the world can make for misunderstandings -among. natlons.

9. Eoontries of the world differ much from each other in mjlltéry

strength. Even a.small country armed by a wnrld power- can-become .a- -

threat to. larger neighboring countries which have. less of the effective
: klnds of mllltary hardware. _

lO.W Leeders ch;nge “in_ dliferent n:tlons of ihe world. séﬁé 5% iﬁééé

. changes come.about through electlon Others come about through

'_revolutlon and iavasions:

' 11, eMahy chthges:occur on the local and state levels in such areas as

education, welfare, housing, equal’ty of opportunlty, Jjobs, growth of

cities, population chenges, pollutlon, technology, and |nuent|ons.
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.»';'i'-éjﬂ';'i



%

12,,,Theee are nntlons of the wopid whlch haue -mich |n¥iuence over

other -less powerful countries. -The moreé powerful nations of thg;qorid
include, the United States, the Soviet Union, Mainland China, France,
Great Brltaln, and Japan. : ' ‘

Thus, |t is |mportant for po;iié to have a good understanding of

Aeach person s reittlonshlps to others ahd of people lnteracting with

tﬁe:F ph75|cai and cuiturai enwironment. Puplis must learn to get

enulronment. Hunanlbelngs in the world must understind others better,

aiong wlth deveioplng posltloe attltudes toward others, so that a

better ilfe tan exlst for aii. Destroylng pioperty and lives through '

Wi rs and other vioient means ﬁunﬂers hunen helngs $rom reaiuz;ng theln

optrmum. Too much tlne is ;pent destroying and r0|ning r&the@ than

"butidlng op and ach|e0|ng Wlthln a natlon as weii as wlthin the uorid;,‘

3Elementary schooi puplis need to deuelop tﬁose onderstandlngsg skllis,

and attitudes which wiil ‘assist them in becomlng good cntlzens in a

>

democratic societr.

Objectives of the Social Studies
Each eiementarr school, as weii as the entlre schooi ;y;ten,

shouid spind an adequate amount o# tlme in :dentlfylng |mportant

| obaectlues for puplis to-achieue in eiementar7 schooi sotlai

studles.

There are numerous skiiis in the socnai studies uﬁlch puplisr'r

shouid achleue to becone more pro?ncuent citizens in a democracy.ﬁ
ﬁmong others, tﬁg foiioulng skliis wouid be important for pupiis to
achleve. ) '
\f“i—’.tl.~ Sktiis,DbJectiues

N - L B
1. ‘Readlng social studies content wlth understandlng.



2. Using the card catalog to locate a;;a;a reference sources.
3-, ﬂsung approprlato word rocognltlon technlques to ldentlfy new
words.

» 3. Roadlnﬁ for a varioty of puroosos in the sééiil'ifﬁaiiiﬁ; '

S, Using tht ‘indes and ttble of cﬁﬁiiﬁfi to locate information.
é. Worklng offoctloely togothor wi th oiﬁirs in commitiees.

2. ,Dramatlzlng rolos and events effectively irbm'viriods units of
study. ‘ : -

'é; Using—tho problom solvung approach offectlweir.
§; EU:IUlting contont through tho use of crltltiV thiﬁﬁihé;

10 Uti!uzlng croaiiuo thinklng in conlng up w?th new solutlons to
probloms. . ,

11 COnstrqujng and_ readlng Jnfonmttlon from plciuro graphs, line

graphs, bar grtphs, and circle graphs.

12 U::ng a Uiriity uf roputablo sources io giii&i lﬁiﬁ?é:iu&ﬁ; ;GEE
encyclopodlasl aluanacs, fllns, filnstrlps, tapes, records, models,

13, ﬁroseniing infornatlon cioarly and ef¥ec§|ueiy to c classnafes and

1
other |nd|vidutls in the enomronnont.

' 14. Readlng lnd cuhprihondlng curront affalrs |tems frum recont news-
paptrs ind ﬁagi:nnos. : :

4'15. Listoning o??octiyoly to tho contr:butlons 04 othors wlthln com=
mittees as well as “the class as a whole. ' ' ,

ié, Bunp*cﬁenalng ‘the conionis o? neus broaacasts and felouusuon.

reports perttlning to news itons.-

17. Binng lbl. to disayroo polito!y wlth othtrs and stlll presont other
points of ui!w on a problin or question. .

: 18 AHaRsng charts to conuoy |n¥ornation o#?octlvoly in the socnai
studies. ; -

1§; Attltndlnal ObJoctloos
Tho quallty of attltudos that pupils ’aue cortalni *ff*:i§~ihe
nuﬁbor of undorstandings and sRills that uupils ulll be deuolopvng.

ﬁiﬁiii§:~;§fiiﬁae; ﬁfhﬁ pupll achaovenont tnd a lack of optlnun




“‘deveiopmont will thus rosult. Tho follouing attltudos, among others
'aro inportant for puplis to achlouo: | .-
‘i. WOrking harmonious!y with others in the ;ﬁviiéﬁﬁiﬁi;

2. ApprQC|at|ng thé problom soluing approicb in the sOC|aI studles
curriculum;

"3. ﬁpprecn:ting the contributions o? n|nor|ty groups in douoloplng

the United Stttos.

,'4; Valuing domocracy as a foru of governmeni ana as a way o? llie.
5. - ﬁpprociatlng creatlui ideas suggestod by othors in thg soleiﬁg 6f
problens.

t. Ualuing tho inqu|ry aiiibith and cr|t|cal thlnklng in th! socnal
stud!es. ’

7. Wantlﬂg to dtvoIOp |nport:nt céﬁéiii; and ﬁiﬁiiiliiifioni in the
social studies. ’

8. . Beueloplng and/or na|nta|n|ng a dos|ri to road contont for Io|suro

 time activities as it rolttos to ongoing unats of study.

9. ﬂantlng to utlllzo a varnoiy of Iearn|ng act|u|t|os to soluo prob-
Iens. : _

10 Haulng a diilro to identlfy and suloo prbblons in soc:ofy.

monbor in socio{y.

12. Respecting the thlnklng of otﬁors.

13. hpprotlit|ng tho cultural products of poople of other lands, such

as art, nusic, archi tecture, laﬁéuiéi, and religious Bol|o¥s.:

13. Uantlng to diyelop thc ab|llty to prvstnt Inforﬁttlon cloarly and
\\accurafoly to others. _

: 15. Doinring to ks ep up wi th curront ouonts and curront issues as they
hxppon in the world.. N :

l6.‘ﬂanting tc utilizo tho card catalog, |ndox$\ana fable o? contents
to locate lnfornatIOﬁ. . : ,

i?. Banfihg io Bivelop necossary sknlls to |dont|fy new words uhen

iroadlng social siualos content. : -e

: 18. Feoltng tho nocossitr of roadi for ' varnoty of purposes.

“\T
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19. Wantinq tg attach moanzng to socr:l stud|es cééiiﬁi iﬁﬁbuéﬁ pan=

tomining, role_playing, creative dramatics, the use of puppets, and

other approaches.

20 ﬁpprociiting ?ht use._ of grtpﬁs and charts in sumpl|§7ing

-|nfornation in content pertaining to the soclal studies.

21. Hanilng to liston carofully to tho thunk|ng of éihers.

3. Unaorstandlnos Obaoctlvis

Toachors, iuporvlsors, and prinC|pals, cooporatluely, should spond

amplo time in doterminlng which obJoctlves pup|is aro to achlooo and

roallzo. Thls |s truo not only o{ Skllls and 7tiii:aiﬁii obdect|ues

' but ilso of undorsttndlngs oBaoctluos. Too frequontly, no doubt,

trtula has béon tlught portannlng to namos, dates, and placos in

hlsforical un|ts in tho social studlos. Thoso ace uaguely remembéréd

or forgotton Ey Ioarnors as t|ﬁo his noood on. Thus, itis |nportant

for undorsttndlngs obaocf:vos to be carofully lﬂentlfled. The

oxplosuon 04 knuwlodgo has nade it doubly necessary to wood out that

roilize wull porta.n to ;;QCl¥IC SOClal studiis un:ts.

é ?lrst gradi unlt on 'The School' u||| hauo dl**.ront

unaorstandings that puplls nood to tchseve as canpared to a un|t on

'Vl:ltlng tﬁe Zoo ?or that same age lluol of puplls. There are,

houtoor, ntjor genorallzatlons which pupils may "achieve iﬁif cut

_ across dlffiront untts of stu&y

Tho follouing undtrstxndlngs obJectlvos, anong others, cauid_be

nnportant ?or puplis to IJII '2e in & unit an Broat Br|fa|n=
1

2.,'Hany agricultura! pcoducts are |nported fron othér nitloné of
the uorld to Broat Britain.,

;‘ Breat Brltain |s a ioailng nanufacturl g country in tho wor1d.




3. OGreat Britain has exhibited much influence in world affairs.

4, - Thls natson isa pornarwnt nombor o? tho Secur»ty Counc!l in the
United Natlons.

Tronds in tho Socnal éi:aiii

Elch olonontury school should dovoto Implt tlme to thi study
of tronds |n tho toachlng o¢ elonentary school social stﬁdiii. Tbo

o?ton, social stuaios has consisted of pupils reaalng content from

:éii textbook. Social studits ;hould not be a ro:dlng course:
Relding socit1 studies conioﬁi is one ioarning activity, but it is not.

the only oxporioﬁto for pupuls in the social studies curriculum.

What can the elementary school do ié keep up with recommendations

for a modern program of social studies?
Scopo and Soquenco

A modern progran of olonontarr school social studlos placos much

enphasns upon good soquonco lnong unifs oz study. Too ?roquonfiy,

4.

there has been 1ittle of no connoction be tween and anong units taught

in sgquonco.; Ono unit of study should be relitid to and Ioid har-

~'noniously into tho noxt unit of study. For "plo, ii intornodlate

gradc pupils are studyiri‘i "nnt on tho ago O? alscovory porf:uning

to the New Horldg a unit tha t would be Eiitt'd could be entitied
" “Colonization § in the New ﬁmd-f An area &f the world, of course,

had to bo discovorod boforo it conld bo colonazod. Thn tuo unltsi

: would‘do*initoly Bo rolafoa to oacﬁ ofﬁor. Boo& sequonce couid then

vbo a Eifinlto possibilitr bctuoon thosn tuo units in- tleuontlry séﬁééi
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school and ltf influence cannot be |solated frum th! home envlronment.
The tuo enulronnonts interact; nelther is an |sland unto i self.
For atth grade Ieuel, cooperttuve ;??5Fii ﬁiid to be pui forth

wlthin an elononttry school or sevin;l elementary schools to deoilop

propor sequiﬂce in socutl studles units from klndergtrten through grade
twelve. Thus, the question arlses as to whlch units should be taught
first, 335663, third, ?ourth, Ind so forth for each o? the grtde

Ieveli in the elonentary school.

Good tiichirs of socntl s(udins also need to thunk of piéﬁii

;;iﬁiﬁéi 6¥ Iearning Ictioities within & unlt.‘ Generilly. one would

sz? thlt Ietfning activltiii !hould progress ?run the simple to those

uhuch are more conplex. This would bi a grtdu&l process. Rhen

fhlnknng of sequonce in Ietrnlng within a speciflc social stuales unit.

uhuch of the folloulng Iolrnlng tctivuf-es should COme. flrst, second,
thurd, fourth, #ufth. 1nd Slxth pertainung f6 a unlt entitled ‘Livung
~on the Farm*?

1. Unoulng and discu551ng a 3|Instr|p entltlid ‘L;i; Visit the Farm."

2. Reading pages 1i0- iis frm the t.itbook and discussing the

contents::

 §;» Uisiting a uoaern farn and di;cussinﬁ BBiiivailons whuch were made ;

4. Having tho county agent present a sct of slndes and i ialk relatlng

. toa nodorn ftru.

- P ﬁogeleping a frloze withln a cnnnlttee oi four nonbors; the frieze

~would pertain to selected scenes oh'nmdern farming prictlces and

procedures.-.

é. Showing 55& discussing iriﬁgiarqnéii; on farming Giiﬂé the overhead

projector g e

'3—7 : Eaeh o# thisi learning actlolies nust bo eualuat&d in terns of the

folldwtng sfandards: ’ 7
-




1. being ﬁiiningful to learners.

. 2 'deuoloping intorost withln Iearntrs for Iearnlng.

5; prmotlgg purpou for Inrmng.
a. bi&di&iﬁﬁ for iﬁaiaiaasi differences.
5. stinulating pupils in uanting to learn.

8. ,proyiding for propor scqucnco u|th|n tho spocn?tc loarn|ng
activity.

Using a Varnotr of Materials in Toacﬁlng
The social studies teacher must think of varjety in terms of
loarnlng ittiu:t:os providod for puplli. Uarloty in I!arnlng

Pupils dlffor nuch fron oach othor in |ntolligonce, past ach|ovoncnt in

diffiriﬁt curriculun areas of thr Il!ﬂintIPY school, motluat:on for

1earning, interest in the unit bemg studud, and ability to benefit

fr;; a’ iiven Ioarn|ng ISQIVltY.i Thus Ioarning activitios nust bo

otrled since oach pupnl in a class ui!l not benefit onually from an
bﬁgéiﬁg lairning :ctivlty whothor ‘it bo r;;éiﬁa of social ifﬁéﬁii

reaaors miy enJoy roading sdtlal studles natorlals tnd ga|n nany

|nportant concopts, pr|ncipios, and gonaral|zitions in this k!nd or

typt of luirnlng tctivlty. Retding may bacuun tho naJor way of gasnung
ldias in khe iotiil itudiis for pupils ﬁhb do nuch ro:dlng and are

'¥asc1natod uitb this Rlnd o? lenrnlng oxporuonco. Othor pup|ls may

{ind roaaing Eliiastofui Bue to prevlous oncouniers in thls act|v|ty

| uhlch htd nogatlvo offects. Tho nogatlvo effects nar hauo been the

rosult of thi fulluwing 1nfluvncos:

i; ‘tﬁe coatcnt was to dl??icult for learners to road.

2. | poor n.thodologv was usod by fbo teachor uhen ha0|ng puplls road ,




 social studies content.

3. adiquato roadlnoss was not prouaded ¥or pupris prlor to reaalng

iw th! tOtchtr was too domlndung in terms of purposes puplls were o
achieve from rotding.

5; too nuch roadang was roqulrod of pupals in tho SOC|aI stud|es
5iogr§n.

Each pupil has a different learning ssyle just as teachers have
d:ffcront tilchlng styles. The iiitﬁt?_hi!&; to seicci those iiarning
activities uhich Wlll hclp each learner achieve to his or her optlmum.

The ?ollouing, anong otﬁors, could holp to prouado for |nd|u|dual

é:??ironcos lnong puplls and tlso uary tho klnds of Iotrnlng actlvltnes

gany

Low

that are prooidtd: - A\

3., nakinqirollof naps and globos rolatlng to tho area boang studaod in
& gnit,

i; devo]opang books, scrolls, puppots, narnonottes, and musucal
nnstruuonts.- '

5. nt“nng costunos portainlng to pooplo of Etﬁii lands.

S; ntklng buttor and a nodbl d:iry farn.
7. cenpliting nodil tircui itfnos ahon studying thi rtlitcd unit.

8. —m.king cmdl\i; dyung cloth, and n*ing an oxcart portalnmg to
units on 'Colonlzatton in the New World.

9. Hﬂvnloplng t,pionltr kifcﬁon tnd covered uagon “when studylng uni ts

on the westward movement.
-16. ;;o;loping dlorunms, uurtls, uodols, fPlIz!S; :artoons, and
|Ilustrttnons portinning to ongoing unltSrof study.

11.: naRlng posters, booRlots, “and oxh|b|ts on |nportant ?acots of the
_unlt being studied.

12, roading ftnm the. tcxtbook or toxtbooks, selected sections in the

encyclopedia, and librlry books .

ié; vtiulng fllﬁi, fi!nst.ips ‘!lidos, picturos, and other audic

1
|
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14. iiitiﬁiﬁé iblziiii and records.

ié. iiéiﬁs 33 ii&u;;ion;

16. |nteruuew|n9 conpctont resource piraonnol.

Roadlnoss ?or Learnlng

Thoro xro sovoral w:ys in uhlch tO‘thunk ot r;adnnoss oé the béﬁf
o#‘pgpi15~to bonoflt 4ron spot!flc or gloon unuts o{ study |E iﬁ;
sbtiai'iiuéiii. ‘

First of all, educators a;ﬁas;ii; s;ima that pupils can: benefit

frﬁﬁ more pouplox units of study than was thought possnsl a decade and
longcr ago. For many y:irs, it was htliov:d thlt puplls, fo? oi;ﬁﬁié,
should study un|ts on tho hou. and school on tho furst grade loool

since these were 'closo‘ io tho pupll. Puplls oxporlonce the home and

iﬁ; ;éﬁééi} thus, there is thls closonoss between the unit bo|n9

studied iﬁd the porson:l oxporiencos of pupils. On the second qrado
Ioool, puplls uould study unlts on tho cnty, noughborhood, or shoppung

centers as -they exnst in mecium and !argo size cities. Thoso units

would branch out furthor from pupils’ onv|ronnont as corparod t

O\‘
-
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hunc in& scﬁobi ahitﬁ were Uniii~6¥.iiﬁdy-#bi the #ihii iii&i-iiOii;

States: Thus, pﬁﬁils on these grade levels uould be study|ng units
ﬁﬁitﬁ Wuuld bo IOCitid outsndi 64 tho Unltcd Sttt‘s; Histarltul unlts

on the Un|tod 8tatci uou‘d dcul uith the past whlch is ronoood in tume

frue the ovtrrdar txpor|oncos Eﬁaf olouoniary school pup|ls have. Bn

tho snxth gradt Iovol, pupils conld bt studylng units on Tho Guhmon

' Harkcf Countrioi, tho Hnddlo Ea;f, th.-SOlet Union, Austr:lia, Japan,



Southeast A;ii; and Brazil. These areas would bc further rem&v;a from

the évoryd:y ;x;;riencos of puplls in the olomentary school as campared

to socual studios units bolng studled on prevlous grado levols.

1t may bo rathcr arbltrary in some cases as to which grade Iéﬁii

;;;éi?ié Eﬁiii in the social studles should be tiught. Th! telodiéiéﬁ

set in the huue has brought iﬁ; fa ’Wii near to the child. In their

homes and in school, pupils can view thévusuon prograns whuch doal

wi th hlpponlngs in London, Parus, Hoscow, RLD de Jtneiro, B&iﬁii ﬁiiés,

Holbourne, Hontroal, and other areas of the uorld. Thus, olohontarr

school puplls todly have much more oﬁi&itﬁﬁit? to view reality on

;tili@iiibﬁ;icvii ns p tiining to ftrawsr ;iiéos zs couparod to Ioarners

722;6;ﬁ§?iii55'i66 or Iongor."wﬁﬁii iétﬁiﬁ?ii olorful.rlnf;resting o

|llustrltions in nagazinos portainnng to #qrauay placés are lvxilablo

to loarners.thin ever bofore: Horo pupils in the United Stat hivq

' ﬁ;a ééiéiiﬁﬁiiiis to travol in tho Unitid Statos and aSroad go see

scenes and’sigﬁfs than was truo 4ornorly. It is no wondor that puplls

in the elementary school may bo ablo to benofit froﬁ more coﬁplex units

of study in tho sacitl stualos than ever bo?oroqidiuaﬁ‘g;ollcnt socnal

sfudios units on Hoxico hIOi boon ttught on thc second grado leuol.
These toatﬁors may bo uory Rnou!odgoabli about Mexico iﬁ& have the

noco;sary natorial and toaching sKills to douolop |nt6rost in this

ﬁﬁii. fﬁﬁéi the i cial studies curriculum can be adapted to the pupul

- ?

rather than adJustlng the child to the iﬁrriculum; Each chila should
attach m notning to wﬁaf is Boing liiﬁﬁid as well as have developed
intorost in thi ongoing unit of ;i:ér.

Eﬂucators todar eonorally think that roadunoss for ioarning can bo

hastonod. Jhis is not to say, hououor, thit difficult loarnings are

s
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a

shoved lnto the throats o? chlidron. Héﬁééiif with

rich background

of oxporioncos which |ntorosts tho proschooler, fop exampie, much

buckground knouiodgi can be diuiiopnd. 14 parnnis then ‘take their

' chlldron to supornarRots, harduaro storos, clothlng storos, toy shops,'

~ zoos, circusos, an& ?trus, much noaning?ui in?ormation will bo

.dootioptd; Partnts shouid discuss obsorottlons mado wuth tholr

chnidron in a poiito, kind, and undtritinding manneze. Pupiis wiii

_gonorciiy raiso many quostlons abou t oxporloncos which thoy havo had.

Answers to these quostions should be discussed in a meaning?ui

ibpnéiéﬁ; Uith quxiity prtschooi txperitncts for puplis, this should

haston roadinoss ‘or dovoioping more difficuit concopts and

gonoraiizafios. As ioarnors then ontor tho oionontarr schooi yoars,

nort dlfficuit units of study in tho social studies can be ttught. The

| tiich!r nust :ontinuliiy strioi to prooidv quxiitr itxrnlng lttlvltl;;

in various units that are studiod, thus hoiplng tho chlid to oxporlonco

-confinuous succoss uhon Buiidlng upon oxporioncos ?ron tho proschooi

thiir :hiidrin progriss through th. pubilc schooi years. ié iiiéiiiéﬁi‘

witﬁin pupils. Eontrast tﬁat sifuatlon uith tho folioulng uhoro pupils '

oxporsonco an Qnoironnont which doos not buiid up background knouioago
xnd whiri rnldinnss,for ii:rning in thi socixi studlis uouid bo

hindered:

1. a lack of reading materials for pupils in the home.
2. the pigint, pircnts, or guardian ignor. the chiid:

5.,W¥ood served in tho hono is 106 in nooting propor nutritionai
stanﬂarﬂs. ‘

i; sttbiiity is iacking in tho hono in that mombors got aiong pooriy

. 7 : . ’;, ’
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with sach other.
S. children are rarely, i+ ever, taken along to buy groceries and
other necessutles in life. -

6. no visits are made to places of lnterest in the cummunltr.

7. money is very scarce in the homej financial security is completely
lacking.

8. vocabulary deuelopment is hot progressing properly due to a lack of

opporfunifies to communicate with others.

?5 ‘nonstandard English is spoken in the home and iﬁébbﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁ

environment.

10. an inedequegi self—cbﬁteﬁ. ex|sts on the pert of these children
since success is experienced very rarely.

In iifﬁifiaﬁ? such ‘as ?ﬁiieg it is no wonder that iﬁﬁiii lacy
background Knowledge when ;ai;‘i-i;; the éii;;ﬁii.iy school years. The
sbciil studies teacher would need to ediust the curriculum for th se
leerners so fﬁef In;orfenf cognlflve, psycﬁonotor, and e??ectlve domain
objectiues can be echieued. Learning- ectluntes would need to be
Vprovided which are it an easier-level of understanding as compared to
those pupi!s which cone iron favorable home ¥nvironments.

| Teeching Units in Depth |

ﬁiﬁ? ieiiﬁiii of social ifﬁafei have a.tendency to teach units
uiiiiiing.ihe survey approach. Thus, for exeﬁpie; many units wouidiﬁé
taught on the sixth grade level as would be inaiceied by the following
unit titles which would need to be completed In a school year: h

1. Uisiﬁing Jepen

2. Living in Australia

3. The Coamon ﬁifkii ﬁiiiéﬁi

4, ‘cenede - Our Neighbor to the North

5. Mexico - Our Neighbor to the South

.. The Soviet Union




7. Mainland China

‘8. Living in India and Pakistan

9. Islands of the Piéié}i'

10. Brazil - The Largest Country in South America

11. Spanish Speaking Countries of South America

12. Countries of Southeast Asia

13. The Antarctic and Tts Futuro

ii; Natloﬁs oi Contral Europo

16. Vlslting Spaln and Portugal. | :

It is qu:to obvioi' fron tho many unlt titles listed that the

| survey apﬂroach to toaching social studioi would be utilized: Pﬁiiii

would gof a snafftring of contont from many units oi study rather than

dovoloping learnings in depth from a few carefully selected unltSa Thomm

:\‘

faculty nonbors of an itonintary school should rather select six or |
: sovon un|ts to bo taught in a spocific school year. Thus puplli would

be able to studr-in dep th oach unlf that is t;ﬁéﬁia For oxamplo in a
unit pertaining ié Brazil, the following understanding could be

achieved by pupilsu | |

1. the art, arehitocturo. and n09|c of Brazil.

2. the iBiiiiEii system of that cEGHtiia

3. ,thi gcogrtphy of Brazil such as rivors. plateaus, vtlloys. and
plaini. : ,

3. the past uhlch lead to prosont day happonings Chistory) o

3,

5. the culturo of various groups ana.suﬁgroups of pooplo.

8. Diffirint sotio-economic leveis and tholr effects upon group
-5behavior (socialogr).

. ?s oxports and inports of Brazil s uoli as goods and sorvicos

producod in that counirr.

| S 16
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1t is certain that pupils will undorstand various peopio of the

world better if units are taught in dopth. Linifc& understandings can
be d(uolopod of any unit in social sfualos |f a teacher needs to hurry
‘through the toachlng o? nlny unltl in a school year. Puplli need to
have opportunitios to study human boingi by uiouing them fron the
_difforont diiciplinos that nako up the social scioncos, nanoly,

ocononics. It is cortain tb!t pupils won't quzfgignd ggg_ggea}g;ni
:BPIZlI —for ixlnplo, by studying the system of gouornnonf of fﬁat
countr7 only. Pupils a1so need to unaors{ana the values, custons,
rolieious bolie?s, horms o? socloty and subculturns, uocutlons and
i occupations, products iﬁé soroicos producod and sold, inports and
?xports,_th;‘hfitor?, iﬁd goographr of Brazil.

B fhé Structuro of Knouloago
shoula no{ aotornino what is to bo tuught in socinl studies. The
contont of tho Iocilj sciences is too complex to bo siiiéfi& by
‘oduc&tori alono when douoloping tho social studies curriculm: Too
?requontly, social studies toachors haoo taught what is unimportant,

frivial, and irrolouant. Socill iciontlsts should hauo an inpor{anf
roe iﬁ iéiiéiing iocial studies contont ?or pupils in the elementary
ichool. This is not to ‘say fha{ social sciontists alont would deter-
mino conten{ in units of study in the social studiii. CQrtainly,
toachors, prin:iptls, and suporvisors uill hauo a voico in the

S s

seltction. Elcnintary school pupils also havo an inportant task in

i solocting 'on{on{ for aiiforont units of study. Tho qocia] studios
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study. Tﬁus; tﬁo toachor will have |nterostlng, appealing bulletin
555?3; for iéiils to view., 1¢ pupils are to bcgln a unit on Japan,

porhaps tho follouing plcturos can be placod on the bullotln board

- with an iniorosiing tiflo or capfion:

1 3aptnoso uorkors on an assembly 1ine in a modern factory.

2. a home scene ﬁhiéﬁ,ii i@éuiiii and riprisiﬂiiiiOi piriiiniﬁq to a
Jap&iiii fanily.

3.: feh - In ?Jsﬁing boats uhich cloarly allustratos |nporfani facets of
_this inausfrz._“«“,_

4 ar roprosortat|uo urban scene in Tokyo or othor Itrgo cit7 in Japan.
S, finncrs in I ruril area taklng care” of thoir crops and 1ivestock.

Tho toachor s goal is to got puplls in uantlng to ask ﬁiﬁy

'quosilons about letn whon vioulng the bullotln board display. The

following quastions uty bo :skod by puplls:,

1. ﬁow are cars lliiiblod on an assonbly line in Japan?

2. Rhat are some Ioadlng products nanufacturod in Japan?

‘3. Who buys thess products?

ig . How do_ Japanoso and @norican homes differ fron each othor’

How are they alike?
5. How lnportant is the flshlng industry to Japan s oconony?
éa ﬁ@ﬁ does Tokyo au#*.» from Nou York or Chicago? How are they

7. Hhat grbducts are uroduccd on Jipiniio farms and how are thoy sent
to nirkot? - . .

:B. Hou do ?arn products ln Japan ovontually got io tﬁo consumer?

(a) - imports

5;, Hou jhportcnt are tho folloulng coacopts to the Japanese economy?

(b) exports.

1¥ the social studies ‘teacher is teaching this same unit on Japan,

; ;,h- ;‘ 18 | ;" (
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Cindividually or cooperatively with pupils, interest eaaiaié can be
aoﬁiioiiﬁ; These items could be placod on a table or sovortl tables in
the classrou- As an oxanpls. the iollouing obaocts pertaining to
Jipaﬁ could be placsd on an intsrost centeri

1. toys representative of what Japanese children play with.

2. fFi&iiiEﬁil dress of Japanese people. ‘

3. models of Japanase made cars.

4, a rslisf map of Japan.

5. a noail Farn scene in rursl leln.

Pupils lndiviava]ly could ask quostions of iach othor and of the
teacher iiiiiiﬁiié to these items oh the interest center. A good class
discussion could £0110m tho idontlfitation of these problon areas or
quostions. Pupils, as an Oiiﬁplo; may ask the following quostlons
;iiiiiﬁing to tﬁo interext centers

1. How are Japansso toys different fron those that Anerican children
play wi th?

2 ﬁoo have pattsrns of dross chtngsd in Japan during iho 7oars?
3. How ars Jspanoso cars assembled?

55 ﬂhut is the land like in Japan and uhat Rinds of crops are grown
_ there?

S. How does 4arninq in Japan differ from that in the Uni ted §iiiis§

filistrips; uupsg globas, and films to gst needed information to answer |
these éuoiiioﬁi; " |

» .r tha prscoaing sxanplos, it is noticed thlt pupils should have
lnpls opportunitios to identify questions and problons for uhich

information can oo gathorcd. Ths intorosts of pupils are very




;ﬁiof;ih; Gﬁéﬁ iﬁiﬁiiﬁa 33 i;iiﬁiia iéii;iii;; ;Siek sﬁoui& Ei proUided
‘for learners in elementary school social studies. However, social
séi;nil;ts llso hauo an. |nportant contrlbution to make in ﬁii;iﬁa to
dotornino Roy ndoas or structural ideas which pupll; ;ﬁéui& &Cﬁiiop
'inductivolr portainsng to each ;;éi;i ;iﬁ&ios unii; ?ﬁoii iotiii

sciontists aould spocnalizc in tholr area of spociallty fron one of the
follouing distiplinos in the social sciences:

1. anthropologr

4. sociology
S. political science or civics
6. economics.
EuiaﬁCi iﬁ ﬁnfi ?iiiii

portaining to tﬁo socitl studies curriculum | is uhich unnt tntlos should

be taugﬁt in fﬁ; éi oront gfado llools so. that balancc oiiiti iﬁéﬁﬁ

he éiii;r;nt areas of tho uorld that pupils study. To be iéii; iﬁiiii

-

could devote most of their tino in the ioéi;l studies studying about

’,tho contrlbutibﬁi and aevolopnont of tho Hostorn Horld. This ii

inportant for . puplls. Howovor, puplls also nood to bocono thoroughly

Familiar; mng other areas, with the mddu Eut, the Far East, India

and Plkistin, -and natlonu of ﬂ?rlca. !n #act, nany ntJor inportlnt

happonings are occurrlng ln thoso trets. Thus, puplld need to hHave a
a;v;ls;i;nt. and contributlons o# tho nonuostorn world need also to be

tdoqultolr ouphasizod in a nodorn olononfarr school sotial studlos
program. . . *
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Facultr nonﬁors |n an olouontary schbﬁl and iﬁo,total school

srston invelved ln totching tho social studlos should ntuo 3 thorough

studr as to unnts taaght prosontly ln tho diffiront grado Iouols of tho

— B \ -

olvubntarr school. Bo roousacns ﬂl.d to bo made so tﬁot some kind of

ratlonal balanco oxlsts ln diffiront uwuts Pﬁaf are taught in tho

socnal sfudios? Bas.d upon dliéﬁiﬁii as *c the unsts prosontly tiuﬁht

social studies in an elementary school; faculty members can make

in iﬁ

rational decisions pertaining to pupils obtaining a world view which is
comprehensive in the social studies.
Statiny Obsoctiuos Procisoly
There is q trond in olonnntarr school social itudlos i stailng
obJectIVis proclsoly. Tﬁls noans that obiorvors gonorally would agroo

R 1 | touhat is to be taught 57 Iooking at a statonont of objoctlvos.

bohaoioralIV; Oinctlvii aﬁléﬁ aro wrltton bihaunoraiiy stato uﬁat tbe
0

Iolrnor ii to do as a rosn!t of toachlng. Considor tho folloulng

obJoctioos:

2. Pupils alll dovolop donocratlé Bihaqlor.

ln tho 4lrst oﬁiociivo puplls -lll, s a POﬂult of totching,

dovolop undirsfandings, coﬂcopts, and gonor;iiiiflons portllnlng to

the ﬁii&n Rloor. ultmt.w, pupits will be able to wr i te a fifty

uord ptpor on tho Auazon Plvor. In tho socond obJoctiuo, nﬁcﬁ

-ﬁoaguvntis oxlsts as fo uhat will bo tauﬁht. Thoro are varions 7

intorprotafions as to what dinocratic bobavior is. Th! obJoctluo doos

'__;_"—
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To:chors nust bo procnse in urntlng tholr obJoctnuos $0 that |t can

be determined what wull be taught. ln oducatlonal literaturo today

buch onphtsis is pltcod upon teacher accodntabnlity. The toachor is
then held accountable for what pupm are to_learn. Principals and

suporvisors can thon dotornine uhat will bo taught to puplls. ﬁlso. |t

is easier to select Ioarning activltios uhncﬁ will guido learners in

;éﬁiiéi;g objectives if each objective is cl,arly written: It i§~

difficult to select ipproprlati lotrning activities i vague, tnbiguous

objoctiﬁii ifi Gfitton. Tho ¥in|l quostimn arisns as to how pupuls are

to 5; i;i;;;Qé i the oﬁioctivos lack claréty. ln situations like

these it cannot De dotorninod if objoctlvos have been achieved.
ﬁ uord o§ :aution is necessary horo. To be: suro trav\a and

uniﬁportant Ioafnings can bo statod procusoly ubon urlting spoci#nc

objoctivu. The follming objoctivu can be written procuuly wlm'o no

room exists in intorp;otitién as to what wlll be taughta

1. Tho pupil will 1ist in uriting thi c:p tll city of oach country in
Sou th Anorica. -

2. Euplll,ujil rocito oral!y iivo Ioading ?arn crops of. oach country
of South An.rica.

R

3. Pupils will Iist four Ioading nanufacturod prodhcts of oach Sou th

7 éﬁoiicin country.

In tho abooo obJoctivos puplls have used the lowest level of

cognition only and tﬁat is roea'\ of ?acts. ro bo nuro; tﬁiii are im-

portant facts for pupfls to loarn. ?ﬁiii ?acts, Baﬁiéii, must be

sélcctid very cxrgfully slncc thoro is ﬁuch contont thtt noods‘t; i;

learned ln di??oiint dlsclplinos of Rnoulodgo. The toachor noodi.tb

< o

Bivi puplls ongago 4n critlcal thinking, croativo tﬁinking, and proBion

salvlng. To bi sure hupils ong:gc in rocall of facts whon ongcginq in

critical and creative tm-nm-ng as well as problem solving. However, .




pUpiTs do scnething with the faccts when engaging in higher Tevels of

thinking. Cunparlng statements and cvaluatlng thon, coming up with

unlquc, nou, novel |aoas, and the solving ot proﬁlons is very

inportant in a ﬁcdorn progran of tlonentlry school socual studucs. A

_dcnocratlc soccoty dciands thit pupils berani profncnont in higher

levels of thlanng 80 that indlviduals bccono more of?cctlve in

Eontiﬁ;sii Comprehensive anluation of Achievenent

14 téachers are to svaluate pupil Ichicvcucnt wcll, contlﬁﬁéai
iéiiiii"ti’oii iiiids to 56 iii éviiiiiiCi. Pupns iiiid to be evaluated

A tonchor uho doos not contlnudusly ovaluttc pupil achlcvo-cnt

uill not Know nt ahit point or potnti pupils are not ucking continuous

grogress. One can think of pupii acilcvonont as boing rcprcscntcd by

L aéiﬁtivéﬁ Y Iinc oF lmo_iiﬁiﬁta For pupils to achieve contmuously

;ﬁ tii; iiii;’iéiiéiiiéﬁ ﬁ;;é; to be donc continuouslr. Othoruoso, thc

social studios tclchor dofinitely cannot knuw lf pupils are tchiooing '

Giii. l? puplls havc not dovclopcd 2 particular conccpt or gcncraluza-

loarn1ngsi Tolchors of sccitl studios lust thlnk of propor soqucnco

for puplls ln Ioarnlng; bthoruiso continuous progrcsi may not come

about in learner achlovounnt.' Soquontial loarnings on tho part o?
chilgron can come aBout only when teachers iiiiii learner iiééiiii
ééiéii&ié&iéi;i; .
f ch oftiu. it hcs biin thought and filt thit pipir-pincil tcsts

alono cah ciiquatoly asse8s pupll ;chlovonnnt. To be sure, in many

situations, good evaluation can come abowt with the use of trub-false,




multiple-choice, compietion, matching, and essay test items. This

would be true, especially, of understandings or cognitive domain
cbjectives. To evaluate skills objectives and attitudinal objectives,

other forms of as-essment need to be utilized:. I a pupil is to .
develop skill in gathering information from using a set or several sets

of reputable encyclopsdias, hardly would a paper-pencil test alone
evaluate pupils acheivement effectively in this area. It would be good

to actually observe pupils to determine i they can do the following
when looking up information from encyclopediasi

1. the pupil can identify the correct topic heading #or the information

he is to gather. -For example, if the pupils_is to gather_ information
on opium in 3 unit_on the harmful _use of drugs; which heading would he

iook under in the appropriate reference books?

2. the pupils Knowc the letters of the alphabst and can find the

appropriate place in the encyclopedia from which information is to be

gathered. .

~ 3. the learner can comprehend the contents well when gathering
information.

4. _the_child can_take notes over what he reads and develop an outline

in proper sequence when utilizing the hotes.

S._ the_pupli can weite a summary of the ideas read from the

encyciopedia using topic sentences,.proper.sequence in paragraphs,
~unity within paragrashs, and the necessary skills in the mechanics of

writing (capitalization, punctuation; speliing, hardwriting, and
sentence structurel, ;

8. the_learner can pressnt: ideas, gained from research, effectively to

the_class. _Listeners then have an inward-desire-in wanting to get

major concepts and generalizations presented by the speaker.

7. _the presenter utilizes appropriate audio-visual materials, such as

pictures, slides, drawings, and the overhead projector, when presenting
his findings to fﬁi Elqsga _ , , ' ,

When utilizing these guidelines to evaluate pupil achievement, the

present level of achieyement of each child must be assessed and then

assist each jgarner to progress continuously to realize optimum

achisvement. The following:is of utmost importance to remember: .no




tuo puplls unll bo at the same place in achnouonont when realuzing
theso guidolanos or standards. Each pupl! is lt a dufférint level of
achievement.

It is i-pbriiﬁi also to think of co.orehensive evalaation in the

social studies. Too ?Fiiﬁiﬁfir, pupil achievement has been evaluated
pertaining to understandings o 6ng§iioii only. To be sure, these are

very ii;é?i;;i objectives to achieve.: Socbﬁdly in froquoncy of
evaluation in torns o? Obiortuvos. assessing skills whlch pupils have

dioiibiia has | BOQn gnvon some considoratlon. The cutlgory of

attitudmalibjoction. no doubt, is Iust ofton waluatod.

1t is indeed very difficult to urnto 2 papor-poncli tost to

ooaluato pupils attltudos. |h§io are standibai;oa tosts whnch ooa!uato

puplls in tho area of atfltudos or the affectuvo domain; Tﬁi socia)l

studies teacher must alwlys absoro. puplls tu notuco changos in

feolingi, ualuts, lﬂd biliofs. Is tﬁoro a posntnuo chango in this area

fran dar tq day or for longor poriods o¥ tino? Bohorally, i&ﬁﬁii

periods of time are needed to see growth in the affective domain: It

.

may, of Eaiii-ii; take years: to chani; some 2 attitudoi. The ioii:hir’ needs

to ooaluato hinsvlf in tirii of tho follouing critoria uhon fhunklng of

aiiiiiiﬁg puiils in attitudi douoloponont:

1. Are pupliagiaiecosfod in_ Ioaaniggfgctioitnls provided for them? i+
not; what ki

tititudos may develep toward onrnlng?

of activities should be selected so that positive

2.; Dﬁ pupils undirstand uhat i| tauebt? lf ]narnings are not.
meaningful for pupils, much turning off will occur by pupils in
roalizing objectives, - '

__Does_the teacher assist each learner to ‘Epsuccossiul in the school
(), * ﬁ(ﬁitiﬁi attitudes if

; siiuatlon? ~1t_is no wonder that pupils dev
they ?ool uncucetssful.

.. Arv puplli boino guidid ln social dnvolopannf so Ehatfggor 1iKe ,

'uorking ulth othcrs in comsittees, the class as 2 uholo. and others in

namv&gymuaxmmﬁﬁrﬁ%ﬁmmmmmk e o e




tho lxrgtr oﬁﬁi?éﬁﬁiﬁi’

5!, ls tho pupil d!ooloping and/or_ nalntalnlng ?eollngs of an idéquaii
selé :oncopt° 1¥ learners feel inadeguate to the tasks at hand, they

will generally lack in total school achievement:

t.,fboes the ieacﬁor respoct all pupils rrgtrdless of socto-cconomcg,

levels; color of sKin, religious beliefs; and status wothln the class
setting?

7., ﬁro pupils issistod in 1avolop|n9 rospcct for \a:h othorl Yoo

frequently, pupils ctil o:ch other mean names which cause $#s)ings of

8. Are. popiis r.alizlng dcsired undorst:ndings and sKkills_ iﬁééééﬁ

carefully selected units which assist in developing positive. attitudes?

No- doubt, some_units in _the sccia! studies would be ‘eliminated and

others would be added when answering th:s question. More social

studies-units niid to_be taught which will guide learners in personal
and social dooolopibnt.

Thus, it ns necessary to ovilu:to pupils tchiooonont in ali ?acots

of dvvolopnont using 2 uarioty o? cvaluation tochniqu.s. One very
inportant iviluition tochnlque to ut|i|zo is toachor obsorvatlon.

‘Totcﬁcr oBsnrvation neods to bitanc objoctivo in ovalutfnng pupul

achiov.uont; Througﬁ rtlaiﬁg, study, thought, vmp:thy, and

undorltlnding, tcachors can gunao pupils in porsonal and socuil
iéjusiﬁoﬁi'ii well ;i,éiﬁin facets of development.

Eiiﬁé A Democratic Human éiiﬁér-

In a society which onphasizos donocr:cy as a form of govornhonf,

itis Inportlni for schools to stress a philosophy o education which

is in harnony with |d§;1; ;f douocrttic Iivung. ﬁnorican socuety and

its scﬁools should mnphasizo a consistnnt philosophy which would

porttin to dtnocracr as a forn o? govcrnnont ind IISD as t war of life.

Toachori of sociul studios have gono to extremes uhon providing 3

psycﬁoiogical onvironnnnt which was to assist pupils in apvoloping to
‘_thoir optinuna Hﬁ?ortunatcly thosc oxtrinos did not harmonize with

bagic ideas of democratic 1iving, nor did they help learners achieve to




their highest possible capabilities. Consider the teacher on one end
of the continuum who oxpects 2 pln-drop quiot classroon. Pupils are
. asXed to spoak only when the teacher asks the quost]oosa The dﬁiition
asked at a gluon time may be direct;& to oﬁi‘iﬁoii oniy: The iﬁiﬁii
roquiro& is ¥actual and a 'right' ansuer is wanted. Critical thinking,
crostloe thinklng, and proolom soivlng uould not be strossod. Each
pupil uould constantly taco the front with little or no intoraction
qlth otoorspupils. Pupils aould bo roprimundod in front of others for
‘iﬁ?f&étﬁii5 63 strlct rules and rogulations.r The tolchor may s trlctly
'biiii‘tﬁi role of i.iéiiééﬁin and aisciplinar;;o in tho classroom.

Eontrlst'tﬁo ;otoéiitic teacher described above with ¢ one who is
iﬁi?&ﬁtt. The anarchic toacher would. roprosint tho othor extreme on
the Eoﬁtinuun; TFis toacﬁor uould pornit pupils gonorallr to do as
they wish with fow, or iiiﬁiii, no rostraints. Tho anarchic teacher
: Goﬁld bi thi lildsr in the class situation if roquostoa by pupu?s.
' Pupils could roan around the room fréily with littlo or no purpose
involvtd in these novonontsa Puplls would visit with each other
uhoﬁ;é;r and whorovor they wished Gitﬁ iittlo or no rospcct for others.

Democracy as a way of l[ving in the class situation would stross_
tﬁit there is ﬁﬁtéit respect botwoon‘ané among pupils and faculty
menbers . -

Using Maps and Globes in the Social Studies

Anplo opportunitiis should bi giuon to pupils in the use of maps
and gloﬁos. Uith a 'shrinking uorld' due to bottor-trlnsportation and
'connunication, it ts more iuportant tﬁan ever botoro for pupils to
dcvilop nocvss&ry skills to use naps and globos effectively. 1t is

difficult to say in uhich country of thi world a crisis u|ll develop



that uoula a?fect tho |nterosts o¥ loadlng countrléi in th! uorld such

as the United Sk ates and the Soviet Unuon. lndla and Pakistan, Borlln,
'iﬁl Cuban nii;ii;.EFii;;, ;ﬁa the Middle éist have been critical areas
in tho world which could have inoolvod najor uorld pouors in a
g;on¥ronflfions lt is Inportant for pupils to have amplé knoulodgo
portainnng to. piaco googrtphr uhoroEy aroas of tho world can be located
on maps and globts. It is also inporttnt for pupils to dovolop

more conplox undcrstandlﬁﬁs such as how clinlto affocts tho kinds of

Thl folluulng roprosont soloctod najor understanaings that puplls
1 ]
should dovolop portaining to the ust of mlps tnd globos.

41., Puplls should roalizo that distancos can be computed by using tho

scale given:on the map or globe. Maps and globes vary as to the

number of miles that wouid be represented By one inch as givon in the
icslo of nll.s.

Bpoclfic placos on tho sarth can bo locttnd using the concepts of

3, Nocth lafifuﬂo ro?ors !o diltanco in dogroos nor!h of tho equator

while south latitudo refers to distance in degrees south of the ‘

oqultor.

- - - - - e .

: Eist longitudo hls roforonco to_ distance in dogroos oasf of the

prino meridian uhlli wwst Iongitud! relates to distance in degrees

s, Dlstancos north_ ana SOuth o? tho oquator are _measured along a

meridian while distances east or west of the prime norldian are

ncasurid Iliﬁﬁ s iiiillil.

_6., Thi iirth rotatoi f?ﬁﬂ 3 ICCt to ll!t diroctlon onco oach 24 hours
Biikiﬁia room,; and a globe whlch roprosonts a model of the plani .
carth): The inaginary line on which the earth rotatos is called .its
leSi .

. w

1 ' ; T

. Mariow Edigen, Social Studies Curriculom'in the Elementar
- . Kirksville, Missouri. Sinplon Publishing Company, 1971, pp.
76~ 9. | “
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7. The-earth révolves around. the sun_approximately once in 365 174

days. On March 21 and September 21; approximately, the ‘sun is directly

overhead at noon oh the equator. - Whereas on June 21; approximately, _
the sun is_directly overhead at noon on the Tropic_of Cancer located 23

1/2 degrees north of the equator; on December 21, the sun is overhead
at noon on_the Tropic of Capricorn located 23 1/2 degrees south of the
-equator. _Other factors_involved in determining tempertature _readings

include elevation of- land being considered; ocean currents, and
nearness to bodies of ﬁitir; . : ' : ~

" 8. The axis of the earth on a globs points toward the north star.

(On a bright day at noon each pupi) can look directly at his_shadow)
he is facing.north at this time.- Pupils while facing north can be

shown the position of the North Star as it would be at night):

9. .Maps do not represent as accurately the surface of the earth as

compared to globes.  With the use of maps, however, a_a_certain
continent; country, of arta can be studied more conveniently than

" on & globe since jt will be represented on 2 larger area:
10. Sowe of the symbols used in_legends on maps. and globes are stan-

. dard-symbols. For example; symbols_on maps which represented -
§§§§itili;,éiilrbid>tricks;;;nq;pn?ygmr§§§§”iii,itiﬁdiﬁd symbols.
There are also siﬁﬁ@!i”@higgjvarx,frnn'logon& tc legend on different

maps and globes that are used.

11. Ay circle has 380 dagrees. There are 24 time zones In the world

thus making each time zone have an approximate value of 15 degrses of
longitude. i - |

12. A hemisphere is represented by half of the earth; four hemispheres
can be referred to - southern, northern, western, and eastern. .

13. The direction of north on a map pertains to; going directly to the

" * North Pole; whereas the direction of south means to go directly to the

South Pole. There are different projections of maps so the direction

of north may not always be *up® on the map. ,

14. Low, middle, and high iatituded refer to specific areas or parts
of maps_and globes, such as the low latitudes. lying north and south

of_the_equator while the high 1atitudes are Tocated around the north
and south poles. The middle latitudes refer to those parts lving .

" between the low latitudes and the high latitudes. -
" Current Affairs in the Social Studies
To kesp the social studies curricalum updated, each ¢lementary
school should have a oood current affairs programs in al | grades.
Units whigh deal with. history, geography, economics, sociology,

" anthropology, and_political scisnce may become outdated unless recent
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progran. 14 tho totchor is toachang a unit on "The Unitoa States

Today, cortainly tho unnt can bocona sauouhnt obsoloti unlcss curront
| tffairs are Brought info fho ongoing unit of study. Too ?roquontly.
soclal studios totchors‘ln totching hostorlcal uni ts havo dolvod toc
thouroughly, no doubt, in unlts that do:l with early Anoric&n history

su;ﬁ as 'The ﬁgo o? Exploration,' 'Colonization in tho Now uorld,

“The Boginnlng of iho Unlfed Statos,' and othorq. Unots uhoch deal -

" with the prostnt tlno then are siighted or; perhaps, even omitted. The

presont is vory inportant to Cliﬂ.ﬂthY school childrcn since this.

is fﬁo u&fld thoy live in now and undirstnnd better than any othtr

' poriod of tino in Ahorican history. Tho pupil needs to undorstandi

fprosont tronds, lssuos, problons, and strengths in the Unitod étatos
1? ho s. to boccno pirtitlp1t4n9 uunbor in socioty working touard
i&onfifying problons and solvlng then. CQrtalnly, donocratl: cltlzon
is one who groatly appreclatos the posiiivo in ﬁiorican socioty and

yot works. for an OVOn ltrongor dunocracy as a form of govornnont as
uoll as a way o? ll?o. _ .

Boundtrios o? °ounirios chango. OR17 with Rooplng up with the

nmut can one bo Knowlodgoablo of new nations uﬁicﬁ ariso and thoso
ﬁbich no longir ixist; Hitnoss tho grott nunbcr of nou countrios that'

) baoo arison on tho coutlnont of ﬁfrici after Worid War 11° ii,ii
'3:??:E:Ii $or any inaioldual to bocono thoroughly 4anlliar with each

" country in Afric:* Well educated people have alscovoroa to tﬁoir

antzc-nni that thoy didﬁ't knuu thc nanos of corttin countrios on that

;cdnflnoni fﬁaf cano up pn nous broadcists. TFC surface of the warth

Vhlsltljohghingqﬁ in terms of iiiiiiiﬁiéilifoaiurQSa .Earthguakos,.

e

it e



volcanoos, folds, tnd faulti have iltorod th! surfaco of the otrth.

Eurront a?*airs can holp puplls Roop up-to-dato in terms of happonlngs

'ln tho flold of goographr. Cortalnly, spaco foafs and oxpiorations
'hivo dono nuch to changc our knuulodgc of tho moon and Mars, in

Jparticular.j

64 vconunics; -Tho rtto ot onploynont qnd anonploynont_vany in por.
cent f?ai tiné to time within most countries. Many countries have

problons in balanclng lnports wi th oipbrii} 'fhic situation can change
.fron:?iuo.io time: Tﬁus; much onph;ili can bo placed upon ocononlcs

iﬁ a modern ;Fés;ii of current affairs lng}ructlona 'The total’ amount
“of money involved in the gross national product (@) of any country

cah vary iiﬁi ?iii”ib“?iiﬁ. CﬁFFont af‘alrs i tems could also assist-

learners to understana fﬁo noaning o? inflation as lt portalns io
‘ buyiﬁg gbodS'lnd sorolcos ln anr countrr.

ln tho irii of ioclalogy, ntny curront tffalr itons neod to be

"studlod to chp thls aroa o? tho soclal scloncos updatod. OVCP-

Utrth; Todty; lt is a nujor problou ln nanr countrlos'of the world;

'Norns of a suhculture chango and are nodlflod due to raqvlluiiiﬁé of
'Bolio?s, valuos, ani la;ils. Nonns n!so chango as a rosult o? borrow-
lng ideas from. othor subculturos tnd soclotlos. New invon(lons also _'
holp bring on chungcs wlthin tny 9;663 5?‘;5§§i0. |
ln the area o# anthropology, curront ovonts and lssuos can and do
'5.&56. a parf o? nous Broaicasfs. A suﬁculturo is dlscovored for the
L flrst tino.and thls group is |n tho stono too. New oxcaoaflons roloaso

findlngs pirtitulng to 23 pirtlcullr trlbc of lndlans or clvlilzatlon of




iong aéé; Rocoumondttions for |nproV|ng schools, hones, and other

institutions in society are made by Ioading anthropologist in the

: unmé étitu.

Poiitlcal scioncc ona curront af?airs instructuon haoo auch in
éounon; Tho Szcurity council, Bonertl ﬁssonbly, and the Dfsice of
tho SOcrotoriat of the Unitod Nitions continu:lly make news hoadlinosJ_
in torns of docisions and roconnondations made which affoct various
| nntions of the world. Tho United Nations, of 666550, is an nttiﬁpt
made at some iin& of world gooornnont. it is rather common for
lnstonors to nous broadcasts on radio and tolooislon to hear of
political Iotdort of aifforont nations ﬁaving left thoir positions for
" UIPiOUS'P!lSOBS and o”nou gooornnont has stoppod ins This prosonts
opportunltii' for pupi!s to Iolrn qoro about the foiii-oi-ﬁoéiiiiiﬁt
of di??oront nations 04 tho uorld. Rﬁon pupils study such units as
' 'Living in Great Britain' or. 'Uisiting Canada,f They may be doooloping
iotrnings in dtpth ptrtaining to Parlialont; tﬁo Prime Hinistor; ana_;
other facots of govirnllnt of th;;o iﬁéfééﬁﬁiiiii; Hhon listaning to
r news broadca:ts, ohe hears of docisions made by Parliinont of oithor
Great-iritoin or éanoan. Tﬁus, itens portaining to political scionco

.cun unll bocolo an inportant part o{ he current a‘fairs progran in tho

nodorn oleicntiry school.

| pupils have littio or no intorost in thls area. Thus, thi ti;{ﬁiﬁ?ﬂust o

-pro»ldo intonooting loarning octivitios uﬁicﬁ uill eapturc the Intorout

- of pupi)s. Bnl war to: do this would be to do lop a Eoliotin Boarﬂ




:dISPIIY portaining to picturos of curront ﬁapponlngs. An appeallng
' capfion should be a part of *hi displly. Tho caption orlontates the
roador to‘tho confonfs on thn bullotln board. AS an lxtnplo; plctures

pertaining to the following happonings can Bo neatly placod on the

“bulletin boards
. con?lict in the Middle East.
' 2. the President of the Unitod States presenting the state of the

union nossago.

'3. thl Svcurv.y Councal in 909910n at the Hnlted Nations hoadquarttrs
in New York.

4;” the onorgy crisis

Pupils with (oacﬁor guidanco may ask the following quostions por-

tainiﬁg to thiso picturos:

»e-

- ‘&%ﬂ msidu? 5 4 &

2. H at roconnenaaiicns aia the Prosident make in his annual state

+¥F the union nossagoz,,
;J;v W o o
3. 'Hﬁﬁ are doclsions nado in the Security Council?

& -

4, Hou can thi inorﬁy trlsis be iéi@ié?v

what 'iji oﬁiﬁtﬁaliy happen in tho Hiddlo East between conpetlng

. Answers to the above problons should be discussed in en informal

atnosphoro. ﬁi;iiéi for the fﬁinklng of others is of utmost inpon-

tiﬁci; Al pﬁiii; éﬁéﬁii‘iiiiiEiiifi in the alscussion i? possiblo.

;upils who doninato tho dls:ussion or participato oxcossuooly should bo

guidod in sonsing tbt inportaﬁco 6; all pupils plrticiptting in the

ongolng Ie&rning dctivstr. The soi*-coneopt of each pupll is very

dﬁuportnnt. Elth puptl should bo praistd oven i ihero is a oory, very
; iiﬁt digr.o o? lnproviiint Lp,porfornigg‘. This holps pupils in

affa{ri qrugrlp;. ly gottlng puplls iniorosfea in tho ongoing curront

.*—— c*.'
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and teleuision in the hqne.
' In Summary
Ttachers, Binﬁéiiiii, and séﬁéiéiié?i ﬁﬁéi Eiudy the following in
aorklng toulrd a modern socual studies curriculums
i. objectlves in the social studies.
2< trends in ieachung social stud|es.
3. scope and sequence.
4. materjals used in teaching.
5. readiness for learning.
4 number of units iaagfse in a year.
7. ouphtsis to be placed on the structure of knouledge.
8;,ﬂ5§iiﬁti in onit tities.
9. <iﬁi use of spe*i?ic obJectiues.
iﬁ% iﬁéiough eualuation of pupil acﬁievonent.
ii. dvnocrttic Iiuing in tho classpoom;
ié. tht use of uaps and globes in socixls studies unlts.

13 current a#f.irs in social studies units.

14. developing pupll intgrest in current affairs,

o
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