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- Sometimes we may become aware of societal trends without recognizing
their potential effects on--our-social- institutions. At other times; we may fail to

respond adequately to social changes, even though we are aware that they .dre
toking place. Among the virtues of our society -are both the -tendency: toward

self-correction—to- make adjustments in our -socialinstitotions so that they function
effectively—and the tendency- toward making adjustments -that-anticipate needed

changes and that, in a sense; preempt the need for self-correction.

- _As data in_this_and companion reports show, the current levels of education

and income achieved by racial and ethnic minorities fall below that of Whites. This
imbalence in economic and educational attainment, plus the rapid growth in the

ation of racial and_ethnic minority groups; raises important issves- for. educa-
#ind government policy makers in each state. It is the intent of -this-report to

halp focus the discussion on these issues and to encourage applfopljiaie responses.

WICHE is gratefol to the organizations and -individuals-who have worked with

i?é;,@,!hii,;;ﬁﬁ’pbi'i&it&b}ééﬁi;. - The  College Board casponsored - the_study -and
provided assistance and advice at several stages. The Atlantic Richfield Founda-

tion -provided additional -finaneial -support. - -A regional advisory committee, whose
members: are listed on the following page; provided valuable assistance in preparing
these reports and helped develop a strategy for disseminating the results of the
study.

Avugust 1984 Phillip Sirotkin -
Executive Director -
Western Interstate Commission
for Higher Education
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Introduction

~__—_This series of-state reports is infended fo highlight fhe implications for
educational planning of the changing demography of the Southwest. - This project is

the outgrowth-of -an-earlier report, which was prepared fo provide background data
for a regional higher education conference on minority access and retention in
higher educdtion (Kaufman et al., 1983). o

The decision to concentrate on minorities in higher education in the south-

western states follows from several conclusions that have been well documented.

o Certain-racial and ethnic minorities have been underrepresented in higher
education relative to nonminorities: This is especially troe of Hispanic
stodents, who are well represented, proportionally and numerically; in the
population of these states.

o These minorities -are -even less well represented among college and

professional school graduates.
o lIncreases in the -proportion of racial and ethnic minorities among
successive age cohorts present d challenge fo eduedtors --and--policy

makers concerned with reversina these patterns of underrepresentation.
- .. .The reports focus on each-of five southwestern- states (Arizona, California,

Colorado, - New Mexico; and Texas) individoally in order 1o cdll attention to the
most important findings in edch state.

- --As college-age: populations in these five southwestern states grow in terms of

both: the numbers and percentages of ethnic-minority -individuals, policy makers will

be- faced with o number of serious educational and political questions. For
example:

o Are current approoches: toprovision of educational opportunity—for -all

seeking it, regardless of ethnic background—sufficient; now and for the
future?

o0 What -are—the- implications _for - higher education - and- for institutions'
program and resource "mix" of the. growing minority share of the
college-age population and the simultaneous-decline (in some states) of
the proportion of Whites in the same age groups?

S



& What-dre the -implications of the growth of these minority- populations

for the_economies of the states and their supplies of highly trained
manpower, - given - the currenit distribution of minority students throughout

the educational system (by institutional level and type; for example)?

o What are the implications for the higher education institutions of the
current pattern of distribution of minority students; given the changes in
the composition of the b6||égé:dgé group"

o If the educational potterns of minority students remain unchanged as
their numbers grow; what are the possible social and political conse-
quences? o

" - These questions are meant only fo suggest the ssriousness and complexity of

policy issues -that need attention. The hope of *he organizations publishing the

report is that its contents will be useful as taiesc challenging questions are
dddressed.

Definitions

_The information in {hese reports comes primarily from: fwo -sources:-the - 1980
census of the population and related surveys by the United “States Bureau of the
Census- provided population --and - -demographic data,- and the Higher Education

General Information Survey  (HEGIS) conducted by-the National Center- for Educa-
tion - Statistics (NCES) provided education data. Reference fo these two sources
ensures. that there ~will be comparability- in the data presented across states and
that other users will have access to the same data sources:

. Caution must be used when comparing the two data bases; however; because
each_source defines: racial -andethnic groups differently, with particuler impact on
the. "Hispanic" population group. The HEGIS format designates five racial or -ethnic
groups: - Americar: Indian, Black, Asian, Hispanic, and White. - The Census Boreav

uses_the racial -designations American: Indian, Black, Asian, Other, and White, plus a
further designation "Persons of Spanish Origin” and "Persons not of Spanish Origin,"
stating that persons- of - Spanish -origin-may be of any race. In_this report, -the

Census Boreao data have been reconciled with the HEGIS data format; resulting in

the following comparable groups:
HEGIS

American Indian American- Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts

whether of Spanish origin or not

“ENSUS

CENSUS

Biack Blacks not of Spanish origin
Asian Asian -and Pacific- Islanders whether

of Spanish origin or not

Hispanic Persons of Spanish origin, regardless
of race

White White; not of Spanish origin_

Residual Total population minus the above

(also Other races not of Spanish
origin)
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While. these. breakdowns do ot avoid -all--problems -of comparability; they
appear to -work - well-for the: purposes of this report. - To keep the terminology
short, in all cases Black -and White refer to. Black not-Hispanic and White - not-

Hispanic. Exhibits derived from census data refer fo the category "Spanish -origin,”

while: exhibits derived from HEGIS data ouse the term "Hispanic” fto identify
essentially the same group.
_ 1t forther must be recognized that the terms *Spanish origin and. "Hispanic™

aggregate into one group- several ethnic groups; e.g.; Central American immigrants,
Latinos; Mexican Americans; and others; which may vary from state to state. Each

of these groups hos its own demographic -and cultural characteristics. - Policy

makers- may- wish to be aware of these different characteristics and of their
implications for higher cdocation:

The most recent and reliable data available were used in this report. - In
some -cases more recent- data were--available; -but older information was used

because it was comparable with ‘the data for earlier years whereas the newer data
were not... Where the racial and ethnic_composition- of -the college-age -population

is. compored -with the composition of the student papulation and :the distribution of
degrees among racial -and ethnic groups (Exhibits 8A-8E and 9A-9E), HEGIS data
from 1980 were used for the -education information in order to compare them with
census data from the same year.
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Summary

Colorado's -population is projected to be between 4 million and- 4.6 million by
the year 2000, up from- 2.9 million-in -1980; a twenty-year growth rate of

between 38 and 49 percent. (See Exhibit 1.)

Two-thirds of the -population growih from 1970 to 1980 can be accounted for
by in-migration, which is projected to remain high.

People ‘of -Spanish origin accounted for 11.8 percent of the toial populdtion of
Colorado in 1980, but- they accounted for nearly 18 percent of the 0-4 age
group. (See Exhibits 2 and 3:)

By- 2000, necrly_one-quarter of the age O-4 population is projected to be of
Spanish origin. (See Exhibit 3.)

The other minority groups ‘in Colorado are smaller. ~ Blacks represented 3.5
percent of the total population in 1980, American Indians 0.6 percent, Asians

1.0 percent; -and all others-0.5 percent. - However; ‘the other: minority popula-
tions generally show growth patterns similar to that of the Spanish-origin
population. {See Exhibit 3.)

Although_Colorado -has the highest -proportion of people aged 25 and older
with college degrees; Whites far:exceed minority groups in postsecondary edu-
cational dttdinment. (See Exhibit 4.)

Data suggest -that. Hispanics- tend to-have- higher- high- school dropout rates
than-Blacks or- Whites and tend to leave school earlier. - For example, the
Hispanic_enrollment _in twelfth: grade in fall 1982 was only 72 percent the size
of Hispanic -enroliment -in- ninth- grade- three years earlier; compared with--91
gr;d 89 percent respectively for Black and White enrollments: (See Exhibit
Statistics from Colorado appear to be similar to ndationwide figures that show

83 percent of White students completing -high school- over the: period from

1973 to 1979 compared with 72 percent of Black students and 55 percent of
Hispanics: (See ndrrdtive to Exhibit 5.)

National data- indicate that smaller percentages of students from low-income
families-enroll--in- postsecondary education than students from mediom- and
high-income families: ‘In Colorado, relatively high percentages of Spanish-

origin, Bldck, and Americon Indian families earned less than $15;000 in 1979.

(See Exhibits 6 and 7.)

Present -enrollment and earned degree patterns show serious underrepresentad-
tion_ (relative to their proportions in the college-age population—aged - 20-29)

of some.minority groups in baccalaureate, master's, doctoral, and first profes-
sional degree programs. (See Exhibits BA-8E and 9A-9E.)

The. numbers of -associate; bochelar's, master's, and_doctoral degrees awarded
to Hispanic students have dropped since 1977. Bldcks have earned fewer

associate and doctoral degrees since 1977. {See Exhibit 10.)

In sommary, the greatest population growth-in the next twenty years will -fake
place amorig the minority populations; whase rates of postsecondary edoca-
tional ottainment and socioeconomic status have been low historically.
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Exhibit 1 7777777

Populotlon Growth, 1966 fo 1980
and Three Projections, 1990 to 2000

Thns exhnbn shows #he aefual j)ercentqg& grewlh in- Coloradq's pqpulehon ﬁ-éi'ii 4960

to 1980: The dotted; dashed; and solid lines: represent three different population
projections for 1990 and 2000. - - These projections are based on- rmathematical cal-

culations of trends evident toddy. They do not take into account economic or
social factors that may cduse the growth rate 10 dccelerdte or to slow.

6 Golorado populahon is pl:o;ecfed to rem:h lu:mlllon 10 46 mltlmn by

the year 2000;-up from- 2.9-million-in-1980.- The growth from -1980-to

1990 is estimated to be approximately: 20 to 30:-percent;:and estimates
of 1he overall change from 1980 to 2000 range from 38 to 59 percent.

° Bofh 1he Bureau: of the Census and the National Plclnnmg ASSOCldllon
project- that Colorado will have the seventh largest growth rate in the
19805 (Robéy and Russell, 1983).

o Two-thlrds of 1he populahon growth from 1970 10 1980 can be a"nb-
uted to in-migration,  and the - other one-third to natural growth
(Masnick and Pitkin; 1982). Many of the people migrating to Colorado
are young- aduhs, ‘who ha\lé mtained or are approaching those years in

12



S _ Exhibit1 s
Population Growth, 1966 to 1980;

and Three Projections, 1990 to 2000

sesssseseee NPA projectlon
- == === Census projection
— Masnick & Pitkin projection

(population numbers an chart in millions)
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Note: The Masnick ond Pitkin projectlons are plotted as found In thelr report. Projections for 2000 fforp

the-National Planning Association and the Bureau-of the Census are estimates calculated by regres-

sian analysis using actual population figures from the 1960; 1970, and 1980 censuses and the 1990
projections.
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Population by Race and Spanish Origin, 1980

Exhibit 2 presents the-proportions of -racial and-ethnic groups. in the .1980 popula-

tion in. Colorado. . Since the  data collected on race and Spanish origin in-1970 and
1980 - are--not comparable, it is not possible to make an accurate comparison

between the two censuses.

°

_is - the Spadnish-origin .- in
size -of. total population;: the state ranks. 28th; but -its Spanish-origin
population is the ninth largest among the United States. “Nearly -12

Colorado's -largest minority group is the Spanish-origin populatia

percent of the population considers itself to be of Spanish origin, which
ii§9 gg;z fifth highest percentage in the nation. (American Demographirs;

Denver had the seventeenth largest metropolitan Spanish-origin popula-

tion in the country in 1980, with more than 164,000. - Pueblo ranked
forty-ninth with nearly 42,000,  In terms of the percentage of Spanish-
origin population, -Pueblo ranked - tenth with 33  percent, Greeley

twenty-ninth with 17 percent, and Denver forty-first with 11.5 percent
(Americcln Dem ics, 1983).

In comparison with the Spanish-origin_population, other minority groups

in Colorado are small: Blacks comprise 3.5 percent -of Colorado's popu-
lation, American Indians 0.6 percent, Asians 1.0 percent, all others 0.5

percent (Kaufman et al.; 1983, Tables 21 and 23).

.



: Exh|5|t 2
Populatlon by Race and Spanish Origin, 1980

White 82.7 %

§§dﬁl§h Oﬂgli'i
Black

Others = _ s
Amerdcan Indlan """""""

Souite: Kaufman et al.. 1983, Table 21 and 23
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. Exhibit 3. o

School and College-Age Population by Race and Spanish Origin;

1980 (Actual) and 2000 (Projected)

ribution of: people of:-school age by:race and S:p'i:iiiﬁii

origin for 1980 and a projection for the year 2000. The projection is based on a

regression analysis of age cohort groups from the 1980 census.

°

Exhibif- 3- shows -that --the--Spanish-origin population fends 1o be highly

concentrated _in. the - ycunger. age -groups. - Although - people -of Spanish
origin constituted 11.8-percent of the tota! population of Colorado -in
1980, they accounted for 18, 17, and 16 percent respectively of the
three youngest dge groips.

By the year 2000, children of Spanish origin are projected fo account
ggg@.s, 23, ond 21.5 percent respectively of the three youngest ige
groups. ) o o
While the numbers of Black, Asian, and American - Indiar children -will

not be .as large as the: Spanish-origin group, the percentages of racial
minority children in the Yyoungest age groups are expected to rise
steadily-



S S = EiﬁiEiia T . S
School and CO“égé:Agé PQPU'OtiQn, by Race ondSponiSh Origin,
1980 (Actual) and 2000 (Projected)

Spanish Origin

0
m

Amefican Indian . Asiani
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i | |
\
n
\
\
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i 9 LN R
[ ,5,0;,,,;,,,, ,7?;; B ,;100
Eogh bor.equals. 100 percent.of age group,

Snurce: Kaufman et al., 1983, Tables 20 and 22
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Educational Attainment by Race and Spanish Origin

of Persons Aged 25 and Over, 1980

Exhibit 4 shows the proportions of the popolation aged. 25 “and over that have
completed various levels of- education. - -As the levels of educational attainment
rise, the proportions of the population reaching those levels decrease. The differ-
ences--in- -attainment - among racial and -ethnic groups are _striking. It _must _be

emphasized that school attainment of :Colorado adults in: 1980 -does-not- necessarily
reflect what is -taking - place among -the present: generation of students in school;

but the- educational attcinment of parents -has been shown to affect the educa-
tiondl choices of their children: - Exhibit 5; by presenting information on recent

enroliment figures- for high school youth, mdy indicate that minorities' edocational
attainment is increasing.

o In 1980, Colorado had the highest proportion in the nation (23 percent)

of .college graduates in “its population aged 25 or older and the third
highest -percentage of high school graduates (78 percent) (American
Demographics, 1982).

o  Although 80 percent- of fhe White population- aged -25 -or--over-- had
completed high school, less. than one-half of the Spanish-origin popula-
tion had attained - that -level.- - Of -the- Black and- Asian. populations,

approximately three—quarters had graduated from high school; and nearly

seven-tenths of the American Indian populdtion completed high schools
o  Approximately 45 percent of the White, 40 percent of the Black; and
46 percant -of - the— Asion -population —had - completed  some _college
compared with less than 20 percent of the Spanish-origin population.
The disparity in- educational atfainment is most striking - the bache-
lor's- degree- level or higher. -For -the White population, 24 percent had

Lo ]

completed at- least the baccalaureate -degree. - while -28-percent of the

Asian population had attained that level. Among the Black population;
nearly - 14 - percent -had-earned -a bachelor's degree- or more, while 12
percent of the American Indian category had completed at least a
baccalaureate - degree. The -proportion of the Spanish-origin population

holding at least a bachelor's degree was less than 7 percent.

bnad, | |
Qo



- Exhibitd
Educational Attainment by Race and Spanish Origin

of Persons Aged 25 and Over, 1980

Bachelor's degree
Some college .
Completed high school
Some high school

=Tk =T b =Tk —Tk EIlp"
=Tk =k Tk Tk =Lk

:
iy
‘

ikl

Eoch figuie rébiéiéhii 10 percent of the group’s populetion.

at
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o I o oo ,,,:,Ex,i?i:b;i,tis;j,,;;, N
Persistence in High School of Colorado Ninth Graders,

Fall 1979 to Fall 1982 (Public Schools Only)

Exhibit 5 presents -the percentage of fall -1979. ninth graders in Colorado public

schools who were enrolled as tenth _graders-in fall 1980; eleventh graders: in -fall
1981, and-twelfth graders in fall 1982. While these figures are not identical to

rates of-persistence_for the various racial and- ethnic groups through the start of
the twelfth grade, they mady. serve as an- indicator or a.relative. measore _of. persis-
tence. - The- numbers -of American- Indian and- Asian-students in- Colorado dre -too
small _to _imply persistence from the data: ‘In-migration has caused the absolute
numbers of Biack-students in- the tenth and eleventh grade groups to increase. Data

on graduation rates are not available.

o  This exhibit- implies- that Hispanics -have -higher -dropout -rates—than

Whites or Blacks and that these students appear to drop out eariier.
While White eleventh -graders equalled almost 96 percent-of White ninth

grade en-oliments- two- years earlier; Hispanic eleventh graders totalled
86 percent of their cohort. :

5  The number of Hispanic high school seniors in 1982 comprised 72
percent -of -the-number of ninth graders three years edrlier ds opposed

to 91 percent for Blacks and 89 percent for Whites.

o Thos; it is clear that -a sizeable part of Hispanic youth; relative to
others, will not complete high school and be eligible to enter college.

o These figores appear. to_be similar to nationwide figures; which show
the "leakage™ of miinorities-from the "educational pipeline." Nationally,

83 percent ‘of White students over the period from -1973 -to- 1979
completed high school compdréd with 72 percent of Bldack students and

55 percent of Hispanics (Astin, 1982).

s



- Exhloit 5 .
Piersistenc&[ttﬂlgh Schael of-Colorado Ninth Graders

Fall 1979 to Fall 1982 (Public Schools Only)

g | -
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Source: Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, 1084
Note: Totais for Black tenth and eleventh grade studerits exceed 100 percent because of in-migration.
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. .l ;;:Eiﬁi:sji 3:,,:, S,
Percentage of 1980-US. High School Seniors

Subsequently Enrolled in College

Taken: together; Exhibits 6 and 7 illustrate: the relationships- among: race and/or
ethnicity, - family .income, and -college attendance. -State-by-state data on college
enroliment rates -are not available, but Exhibit 6 displays the results-of -a -national
survey- relating fo the percentage. of 1980 high-school graduates who enrolled in
csllege during the next several years. It should be recognized that this was a

notional .survey with limited:-generalization to the:-population of specific -states.
The survey- did -show that -attendance potterns in the West were different from
other regions.- Although approximately the same percentage -of -western high school
seniors. attended college: as seniors._from other: regions. of the US., o greater
percentage -of - students from--the - West attended- two-yedr - colleges- than - students

from the other- regions (28 percent in the West compared with 14 percent in the
Northeast and 16 percent in the North Central states dna the South).

o  The five bais on the left of the -exhibit show the college affendance
patterns for -the -racial and Spanish-origin groups. White and Black

students attended foursyear .institutions -in --approximaiely the - same
proportions, -but d- greater proportion of Whites than Blacks: attended
two-year - institutions; which accounts for -the greater—overall college-
going rate for. Whites:. Compared with- the other groups; American
Indian ond- Spanish-origin students attended - two-year colleges in rela-
tively - large _proportions aond four-year colleges in low proportions.
Attendance - at both two-year and four-year institutions by students.of

Asion oncestry was far greater than for any other racial or origin
group.
©  Atfendance patterns vary according to socioeconomic status (SES),
which is--measured- by--a- composite of - parental -education, -family
income;. father's occupation; -and - household characteristics. High - SES
students are more likely to attend postsecondary educational institotions

at all levels than those with lower SES.



ExhiEit 6

.'érCéntage of 1980U S. High $ghool Seniers
Subsequently Enrolled in College

- Two-yeor caliege Four-year callege
75

Source Notionol Cenief for Educctlon Stotistlcs 1984

*Socioeconomic status s measured by o composite of porentol educotlon fomlly incomne, fother's oc-
cupation, ond household choracteristics.
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Colorado Family Income by Race and Spanish Origin, 1979

Exhibit 7 shows the percentages of the population with family incomes in three

ronges: less than $15,000 -per year; $!5,000 to $34;999 per year; and -$35,000 or
more per year. The distribution for each racial or ethnic group is illostrated.

o Large proportions -of - the Black, Spanish-origin; -and-~American_ Indian

populations come from -families earning under $15,000 per year, and

small proportions of those groups come from families earning $35,000

or more.

o Family income levels for the White and ‘Asian populations are similar:
compared with- the other -1~ial -or ethnic groups, relatively low per-
centages earn less than $15,000 and higher percentages earn more than
$35;000.

o  This exhibit illustrates. the relatively low economic_status of Blacks,
American Indians; and people of Sponish origin in Colordado corpared
with Whites and Asians.

o These figores, when combined with the: general information on_student
attendance potterns presented in Exhibit 6; demonstrate the important
connection between economic status and education.




Exhlblt 7
€oloroao Rzmily Income by Race and Spemsh Oflgm, 1979

Annual Income

Less than $15.000- $35.000
$15.000 734,999 or more

Percent |
||

Source: Kaufman et al.. 1983, Table CO-6
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-~ - - -Postsecondary Enjollment . -
Compared with Representation in the Population, 1980

Figures 8A-8E display _the -composition of postsecondary_enroliments by race and

athnicity compared with—each group’s representation in the college-age pcpulation
(oged 20-29). . Each exhibit uses bars to portray-the proportion of one racial_or

ethnic- group--enrolled in each of -the four levels- of postsecondary-education. - The

bars: are superimposed vpon a background field representing that_group's proportion
of--the -college-age - population, - - Thus, the-reader can determine whethier a group is

well represented among postsecondary students in proportion to its representation in
the population.

o The White proportion of_enroliments _at- all _levels of  postsecondary
education-is greater- than the-White proportion of the college-age- popula-

tion in- general. . - The -White proportion of two<year college enroliment is
only slightly -greater -than the White share of the college-age population,

but- White representation increases at the four-year; graduate; and first
professional levels.

o  Hispanics are underrepresented at all -levels of postsecondary -education;
especially at _thegraduate level, where the proportion of Hispanic

enroliment is one-quarter as-large as the Spanish-origin proportion of the
cbll'eg”é-og*”'é population in Colorada.
%z The Black proportion of two-year college enroliment is-slightly greater
than- the- proportion -of Blacks - in-the -population. - Black--representation

decreases at the more advanced levels; so that the -proportion. of Black
enrollment-in jrgdbeﬁ sate schoois - is- approximately - one-third. the size of ﬁ\e

group's proportion: of - the collega~age population; and first professional
Black enrollment is 41 percent of the group's proportion of the popula-
tion.

o  Americon Indians are well represented at fhe two-year ond four-year

levels; where -they make up. 1.2 percent and 0.7 percent respectively of
the. enrolliments and 0.7 percent of ‘the college~dge population. . They. are

underrepresented at the higher: levels; however:: the.-American Indian: pro-
portion “of graduate enrollment is just -over: one-half of :its proportion:of
the —college-age - population -and nearly nine-tenths of its population

proportion at the first professional level:

Asians are well represented at all levels of higher educafion. - At the
two-year level the proportion of Asians enfolled is _equal to_their

Q1

proportion of the coliege-age population. The Asian proportion of enroll-
ments_in foor-yedr schools. is ohe-third greater than the Asian. proportion

of - the - state's - college-age - population, and the -Asian -praportion- of

enrsliments - is 8 percent higher gt the gradvate and first professional
degree levels.



S Exhlblt 8Af -
White Postseconaary Enroliments

Compared with Representation in the Population, 1986

Wmmamwmn

- B4.6%

Whilte Percentagel of Total Enroliment | |

Source: Kaufman et al; 1983; Tables 7 and 22
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Exhibit 8B

FIIsponié i’ostsecondory Enroliments - e
Compared with Representation in the Population; 1989

Hispanic Percentage (of Total Enrliment

- ;;: — o= ::L,:,: 22 : 28




 Exhibit 8C
Black Postsecondary Enroliments

Corﬁﬁ&réé with Representation in the Population, 1980

BbdtPemnngodepuhuonAgedm-'n
39%

Biack Percentage of Total Enroliment

Souice: Koufon et ol., 1983, Tobles 7 ond 22
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Exhibit BD
Americon Indian Postsecondory Enrollments

Compored with Representation in the Population, 1980

thﬂlmkmwgeddnhpuhﬂontgodm”
- 7% .

American Indian: Percentage of Total Enroliment | |

Source: Koufmon et al.. 1983, Tables 7 ond 22
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Exhibit BE

Asion Postsecondory Enrollments .
Cempered with Representation in the Population; 1980

~ Asion Percentage of Totol Enroliment | |

Source: Kaufman et al., 1983, Tobles 7 and 20
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Exhibits 9A-9F_
_ Eamed Degrees

tﬁmbdréa with Representation in the Population, 1980-81

Figures 9A-9E display the distribution omong racial .and ethnic groups of earned
degrees at five levels (associate; bachelor's, master's,-doctoral,--and first profes-

sional) with each group's representation in the college-age population taged 20-29).
Each -exhibit uses bars to-poriray the proportion of earned degrees by one racial or

ethnic group in each of the five levels of postsecondary education. The bars are

superimposed upon-a background field representing that group's proportion of -the

college-age population.: Thus; :the reader can determine whether-a group is -well
represented in earned degrees in proportion fo its representation in the population.
o In general, when the proportions of degrees awarded o members of
minority groups-are- compared with- the proportions of -college-age -popula-

tion, the overall pattern of underrepresentation of - minorities, -especially
dt the bdccalduredte and higher levels; is similar to that in enrollments.

(] The White proportion of those earning . degrees at:all levels of-postsec-
ondary- education- is-greater than-the White proportion of the college-age
popolation in general.- The White proportion of two-year degrees is-only
slightly greater than-the proportion of Whites in the college-age popula-
tiom; but the White proportion increases at the four-year, graduate, and
first professional levels.

o Hispanics - are - underrepresented . in. earned -degrees at all levels: of
postsecondary--education. - At -the two-year - degree -level, the proportion
of degrees earned by ‘Hispanic students is: slightly-greater than one-half
the size of the Spanish-origin -proportion of -the college-age popolation _in
the state.. At the -other degree levels, the proportions of degrees edrned
by Hispanic students

y Hispanic students is less than one-half as large as the Spanish-origin
proportion of the college age-population.

o  The Black proportion of two-year college degrees is slightly less than
the__proportion:-af Blacks -in. the -popuiation.-: Black -representation
decreases - at the more advanced levels, so that the proportions of
degrees earned by Black students are approximately one-half the size of
the Black college-age population.

o  American Indians are well represented at the two-year and first profes-
sional- levels, but at the other degree levels, the proportions =f degrees

earned by -American Indians are approximately- one-half the size of the

American Indian proportion of the college-age population in Colorado.
Asians are well Tepresented at the associate, bachelor's, and master’s
degree -levels.— The-proportions of degrees earned by Asian stodents at
the doctoral-and first professional levels;- however; are- lower than the
Asian proportion of the college-age population in Colorado:

Lo ]
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Exhlblt 9A

Compared with RépféSéntation in the Popuiaﬁon 1980

wme Pemntoge Qf Populadon Aged 20-29
82.39%

Parcentage of Total Degrees Eamed: by Whites -

Source: Kaufman et al.. 1983, Tables 12 and 22
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Exhlbit 9B

Be rees Earned. by. Hispanics . -

Comporéd with Representation in the Population, 198

oot = a i;aaﬁ K;?a 50.99
11.4%

Percentage  of Total Degrees Eamed by Hisponics: -

Source: Kaufman et al., 1983, Tables 1Z and 22
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Exhibit 9C o

- begrees Earned by Blacks
Compared with Representation in the Population, 1980

mmﬂhﬁmwm”
3.9%

Petcentage of Total Degrees Eamed by Dlacks: |

Source: Kaufman et ol., 1983, Tables 12 and 22
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 Ehbit$®
Degrees Eamed by American lrdians

Compared with Representation in the Population; 1980

Ameton Ui Rererioge of the Populion Aged 2029
07% 7

Perceatage of Totol Degrzes Awarded to Amercan Indians. |
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 Exhibt 9F
fffffffff ___Degrees Earned by Asians
Compored with Representation in the Population, 1980

|

Percentage of Total Degrees Eamed by Asians: |

Source: Koufman et al;, ‘983, Tobles 12 and 20
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 Exhibt10 -
Eamed Degrees by Race and Spanish Origin;
1976-77 to 1980-81

The following table presents the number of degrees: awarded at -five levels (associ~

ate, bachelor's, master's, doctoral, and first professional) by racial or ethnic group.

At the doctoral and first professional levels; interpretation- is-difficult because such

small numbers of degrees are -awarded to minority stodents that year-to-year fluc~
tuations appear as substantial percentage changes.

o  Overall,-except for-an increase-in-first professional degrees of more than

17 percent and a decrease in master's degrees of more: than & percent;

there has been relatively little ‘change in the numbers: of degrees

awarded in Calorodo from the 1976-77 to the 1980-81 school years.

except the first professional; at- which level -the- number of degrees
awarded more than doubled from 1976-77 to 198081.

o Hispanic students hove earned significantly fewer degrees at dll levels

o Black students earned more bachelor's, master's; and first professional

degrees- in -1980-81 than in 1976-77 but markedly fewer associate and
doctoral degrees.

o The number of American Indian students earning degrees at all levels -in
Colorado is small, bist they eorned. substantially more degrees in 1980-81
than in 1976-77 at all- ievels except the bachelor's, at which level they
earned slightly fewer degrees.

o In.1980-81 Asian students earned substantially more associate; bachelor's

and master's- degrees than they -did in 1976-77. But.the group earned

the same number of -first professional degrees in 1980-8! as in 1976-77

and nedrly 65 percent fewer doctorates.

&
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. L Exhibn 10 ,
Earnea Begrees by Race-and Spanish Origin
1976-77 to 1980-81

Degrees Degrees  Percent Degreéi Percent Percent

Aworded Awarded Awarded onge ange:

1976-77  1978-79  1976-78  1980-8| %ﬁ g%
State Totols
Associate 4,338 4,652 7.2 4355 6.4 0.4
Bachelor's 15,208 13,864 2.4 4,677 5.9 3.3
Master's 5130 4,853 -5.4  4.81l 0.9 -6.2
Doctorate = - 703 655 -6.8 711 8.5 L.t
First Professional 716 477] 6.8 839 16.2 17:2
Wﬁliér Stod-m ts
Associate 3,667 3,916 6.8 3,653 <67 -0k
Bachelor's 12,973 12,625 2.7 13;321 5.6 2.7
Master's: 4,629 4,363 =5.7 4,218 -3.3 -8.9
Doctorate : 539 540 0.2 557 3.1 ‘3.3
First Professional 671 &3 -1.2 758 18,3 13.0
m fi; Smai\ﬁ
Associate 357 348 -2.5 258 -25.9  .21.7
Bachelor's 587 562 -4.3 457 -18.7 2.1
Master's i78 122 31.5 9% -23.0 -A7.2
Doctorate - - 4 9 -80.4 19 TH1 -58.7
First Professional 21 30 82.9 4 7 109.5
Block Students 7 o o
Associdte 20 2i5 58 160 -25.6 © -21:6
Bachelor's 276 263 -A.7 313 19:0 13.4
Master 68 72 5. 79 9.7 1622
Doctorate - 25 -9 -6A.0 16 72.8 =36.0
First Professional 14 14 0.0 18 8.6 28.6
Associafe 25 2t -16:0 3% 61.9 3.0
Bachelor's 67 0 104 85 8.3 =3.0
Mas!,e,r,';, 1 13 8.2 2L 615 90.9
Doctorate I & 300.0 2 25,0  100.0
First Profeaionul 2 s 150.0 10 100.0  00.0
Associate 5% 62 10.7 103 .1 8.9
Bachelor's 157 178 13.8 238 33.7 51.6
Master's 43 39 9.3 53 35.9 23.3
Doctorate 17 8 =52.9 1 +25.0 -8h.7
First Professional 6 9 50.0 4 3.3 0.0

Source‘ Koufmon et ol 1963 Tébles 12; 13, 12
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