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ROLE OF EDUCATION IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT:

A KEY FACTOR FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

I was brought up in a typxcal rural settmg in Sn Lanka and progressed through my educatxon so
that I could be an assef t0 me, my famrl), my commumty, and to my socrety Because of my rural back-
ground and vested interest in the welfare and devélopment of rural § poor, 1 visited 1 many parts of rural St
Lanka on formal and informal fact ﬁndmg missions. One of the most sxgmﬁcant experiences I gamed
through these missions is that rural people acquire their ability to substitute good practice for bad throuéh
a learnmg process, which is most effective under well orgamzed and planned teaclnng I found from 1 my
own experience as well as through other educated personal from rural background that educatxon has a

desirable controllmg mﬁuence over the development tof an mdmduai a fanuly, a commumty, and a soclety

as a whole in a rural environment. This chain of development could lead to reduce poverty, gam income
eqmty, and control unemployment at sectonal and regtonal levels Based od thts analogy, it occumed to

me that an mtrospectxve exammation of m my expenence could provxde some food for thought for those who
are senously involved in brmgmg up a self sustained growth and development in rural areas in many de-

velopxng countnes (Wangoola, 1984) Thus, I am inspired to present my thoughts on the role of education
in rural developmcnt in this p paper

Rural development defined.
The greater propomon of pa)ple in the World live in rural n-nvuonments The contnbution of rural

areas to the national economic development is usualiy lnmted however, the future potential for the con-
tributxon is great especially in developmg counties. Therefore, riiral development will become a key factor
dunng the next decade or 50 in the overall economic development of many developing countries. The



World Bank (1975) defined rural development asa strategy desngned to improve the ecotiomic and social

life of a specxﬁc group of people-tﬁe mral poor Accordmgly, it involves extendmg the Beneﬁts of devel-

opment to the poorest among those live in rural areas. This g group includes small scale farmers; tenants,

and landless

creased income per capita of people living in those' areas, but also includes the reduetion or ehmma’”'"""tion of
poverty, inequality, and unemployment among the rural folks. Therefore; rural development must be
constdered as an ove?aﬂ econorﬁtc éiévétisémem;"; Stéiégy; ifa 1ar§er éiéééiﬁéi of iﬁé nn'a.l;:;' f;ééfﬂé a:re ié

The rural poor must therefore be reached directly if they are to share the benefits of any econmic devel-

opment in a developing country.

Rural areas expetieiice with.........
Universall *”y, rural areas experietice wide varieties of social, economic, political, and mioral problems

such as lower per captta mcome, lower educattonal level fewer employment opportumties, lnmted educa-

governments have made a number of eﬁ‘ort to develop thelr nations’ economies through urban-onented
development programs. However, those development eﬂ‘ort were focused based on consumer buymg power

in the btg rmes, thus depnvmg many economic oppormnmes for cmzens of rural areas (Stephens, 1985)

lnfact the socral pohtwa;l and economxcgnphasmcmedyearbyyearbetweenthe town and the rural

vélopmg countriés (Kalra, 1985).



Factors aﬂ‘ecting rural development.............
Rural development is dependent toa large degree on the abll!ty of entrepreneurs to bnng together

human creattvrty, caprtal educatton, natural resources, and soc.al and economrc mfrastmetures in an eco-
nomrcally rational manner. This unphes that there are a w1de range of variables playmg ma]or roles, inde-

pendently as Well as mterdependently, in the process of rural development There is no single lactor whrch

would alone be responsxble for rmal development Fach factor has its own contnbutlons and hrmtatrons

in its development function. Tﬁrs paper is mamly concemed with the functron of educatxonal component
in rural development Thus the major ob]ectrves of thrs paper is to analytﬂcally describe the ma]or role,
posmve as well as negative, played by educatxon in rural developmem, which I leamed from my real-life

experience;

A typncal rural system is charactenzed as havmg seven ﬁmctronal components, related to each other
through a lmkage of mfrastructures, and all set into a social, polrtwal economnc, religious; cultural and
physrcal envrronment (Nytes & Musegades, 1985) The functronal components are supply, productron,

max'lretmg, personnel iiiamtenance, educatron, health care, and govemance (Mﬂler & Memtt 1985) A

change in any of these components affects all the other ¢ components and atl aspects of the rural system
However, I strongly support that education component plays a umque role as facilitator of transactions l‘or
alt lmkages and serves to enhance frequency, fidelity, and capacity of the linkages in the rural development

processes.

Edmatmn means.......
Educatron can be drvrded into formal and non-formal Coombs and Ahmed (1974) deﬁned a

non-fonmal edumtton as any orgamzed systematrc Yearning acnvrty undertaken outsrde the framework of
formal school system to provrde selected types of learmng opportumtles to partncular sub-groups in the

populat.on (adults and cl"‘dren) They deﬁned formal e educatton as an mstrtutlonahnd chronologrcally
gmded and lnerarchtca]ly structured educational system spanmng Jower p pnmary school to upper reaches of

!



the umversxty Itis clear that different forms of educatron result from drfl‘erent socxo-economrc and polmca.l

systems ol‘ a eountry The diverse types of socxety whether patnarchal slave-based feudai caprtahst or

Accordmgly, in tradmonal socxetles, the elders hands down knowledge what the younger generatnon need
to know to ensure their hvehhood aml the contxnuxty of thexr fannly, clan, and tnbe Although the tradx

tmnal soclety has no school tlns does not mean that rt has no edncatron In progressrve socretres, Lowe Jer,
the rate of change and the § growmg complexrty of tlie productzon process are such tliat education Becomes
msututronahzed and the schools are symbols of a developmg socxety Since the main purpose of formal and
non-formal educatlon is to zmpart behaworal kriowledge to its immediate cllentéle the term “education” has
bezn used as a common term throughout this paper for informnl as well as formal education.

Edumtlon has long been recogmzed asa potentral means l‘or mra.l development ln many devel-
oping countnes, educatlon has been seen as a panacea for national development (Hegtvedt-erson, l984)
The edueatlon system is oonsxdered asa key factor i the raprd sectonal regional, and natxonal development

in many developlng eountrles I am eonvmcai by ray experiences that a Well supported easdy amssrble

educenonai system is an efﬁcnent means 1o make people economxcally conscrous, and therefore, ma;ke them

to aetrvely partrcrpate in their eeononnc prospcnty and cultural advaneement In sprte of the negatrve role
education played in some oountnes, rural development planners and leaders strll believe that education is a
pnmary means to promote social and economiic development a.mong therr citizens (Kmdley, l985)
Educatron is both t.he product of socnety as well as an important tool for bnngmg about changes
in the rural oommumty There isa dralectacal relanonshrp between educatron and society. Rura.l develop-
ment and edumtronal development are mseparable Edumtron encourages mvolvement of mdmdua.ls from
the eradle to the gmve : in rmpartmg Eﬁb&ieagef Thus, all citizens are well aware of the 1mportanoe of ed-

uw.tton for thetr fife. Asan edumtor I msrst that educatlon should be glven a ﬁrst and foxemost place in

tlieservxeesofademomacywﬁrchdemndsmtonlythatthepwphbepmwaedagamnumnarydeaﬁons
bmalsothattheytakepaﬂmdectstonsmakmgpmcesswhrchaﬂ‘ectthefutme ofthen'socxety




As mentloned earher, edtmatron isa key factor for rural development Edueation should be focused

on long term goals as well as short term tacttcs in developmg of an mdtvrdual a commumty and a nation
as a whole. In every socxety, dlﬁE:tﬂt forms of educatron produee different culture In my oprmon, par-
txcularly undcra ruxal context, educatlon appears to be the orily way of 1mpartmg a soc1a1 change and herice

improve one’s soeial posmon and standard of living. Any man/women who has recelved a good educatron

wﬂl seek fo nnprove hrs her standard and style of hfe and to develop h1s/her personahty by optimally using

Y s;'her knowledge in mteractmg with otlier people In ann‘ai settmg, the basic needs of human life such
as food, sh1ter educatxon, mformauon, health ¢ care, quahty of hfe, and preservatxon of ratural resources
call for moblhzatxon of all human mtelhgenee and erergy. These are ﬁmdamental pnncxples on which the
followmg paragraphs descnbe the role of edumtxon in rural development

Education asa prmcipal development strategy Many development economists apparcntly be-
heve that educatlon is a primary means of promotmg economic development in rural areas. Many insist
ona need to ehange the form of the educatronal system to make it more appropriate to therr natronal pri-

ontres (McGranahan l984) In my opxmon, any person Who has recerved an educatron Wl]l make ati eﬂ‘ort

to nnprove lixs/lier way of life and to develop hxsilier mtellectuai personahty by mak.ng reasonable u use of

hrs{her ediicational expenence We have seen in the past that 1 many children from rural areas have become
professxonals thanks to edumtronal famhtles provrded them, and they have been named as model person

denee that educatron isa prmcxpal development strategy not only for mdmdual development but also for

rural or regronal development
Educatlon makes people conscious: Ru.ra] areas are today faced W1th a host of socnal ecoromic

agxeultm'e and edueanon Desprte grarter govemment eﬂ'orts in the development of rural areas, the gap

has w‘xde?red Between tlie m'Ban and the mra;‘l areas. This imbalance is a factor in the pohtwal stabrhty of

many developmg countries. I have observed that a well snppoxted, eas‘rly aeeessrBle educatzonal system was
an efficient means to make people oonsclous, and therel‘ote activate parttcrpatton in rural and cultnrai de-
velopment When peoplé become conscious about their énvironment, their way of life, they wﬂl be en-



couraged to partlcrpate in rural deve’lopmemt programs Rural people 8 partxcxpatxon is of vital xmportance
for rural development

Edul.atlon helps increase ftmctlonal ablllty of rural people. Over the years, educatron has come

to be vxewed not only in terms of ﬁllmg basic mtellectual gaps, butasa way of strengthemng peoples cnttcal
abtlmes wh:ch enhanoe then' capacity to dxagrtose thenr own needs assert then' own nght, and have groater
control over the decxsrons that aﬂ’ect thexr lives. The abxhty to tthk and act arouse greater pohtxcal con-

sciousness in people and in turn; leads them to oenter their actions on behalf of their communities.

Educatlon provndes tramed manpower from rural areas: Rural development r\.qmres educated

manpower Wnth a raral background But, undoubtedly, almost all the rural areas or regions in developmg

countnes are desperately short of lnghly tramed manpower w1tb rural background lt is also nnportant

to have enougli manpower for specrﬁc occupatrons in rural development actmtxes Obwously, rural devel-
opment is callmg for advanced educational preparatxon at the rural cultural understandmg level The ob-
vious reasons for l.mxted supply of tramed manpower is the shortage of qua.hty schools in rural areas. lf
more schools are bmlt itis assured that they wrll contnbute to greater cultural understandmg and a larger
supply of tra:ned manpower for rural development from rural areas (Phan-Thuy, 1985) Genera.lly a hlgher

level of rural cul‘ural understandmg aiong wrth a larger supply of skilled manpower may very well stlmulate
rural economic development It is a fact that only rural schools can provrde in larger numbser the needed
skrlled manpower with rural cultura.l understandmg

Ediiciﬁon Links rural and urban sectors: Education helps rural people to modxfy their physrcal

and socxal environments and to make steady progress m meehng tﬁelr needs No rural commumty or rurai
development program based exclusxvély on self- h1p activities is isolated from urban sector or the nation.

Educatron ties both rural and urban sectors through change in at’utudes, behavxor, and slulls of rural people
Education prepares rural people to faoe the transmonal change frorn mrai to urban areas. Expeﬁenee shows

that educated rural people have less adaptatron problems in urban environments. Rural development oc-

cursasaresultofmvolvementofbotlirm'alandurbansectorsmcomplememaryar sivities. The interde-
pendence of education and the cultural framework is a major factor for social change Usually schools take
the major 1eSpo nsibihty for social change' ge bétween rural and urban sectors.
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Education provndes employment and income opportumtles Educatlon must be a v1tal element
in provrdlng employment and income opportunities for rural resxdents A rural development goal is to
lmprove the well being or standard of lrvmg of rural people by mcreasmg incomie earning opportuxutxes in
ruxal areas. The role of educatron in rural development is promment by its 1mpact on employment and
income. Increasmg the quantrty and quahty of educatron il rural areas can srgmﬁcantly aftract pnvate as
Well as pubhc investors into those areas. Numierous studxes have shown that local markets, avarlabﬂtty of
tramed labor, aw matenals, and transportatxon are factors of pnme 1mportanee to industrial 1 managers in
selectmg a commumty locatton for xndustnal plants The interaction of ]Ob developmt with ruzal edu-
cation constitutes the whole economic progress in rural development

Edueatlon increases productmty of rural labor force: In accorda.nce wrth technologlcal and

combined proﬁtably in productron actmttes lndwd the greater slulls knowledge has become an unportant
factor in raising productivity per unit capttal and labor input in both rural aiid urban areas. Educatronal
facrlmes in rural areas increase the avatlabrhty and use of hiifnan resources. Human resources are nerther
cap1tal nor incomne, nor matenals resources, but they are the ulttmate basxs for the wealth of any regnon or
area. Capttal and natural fesources are passive factors of productnon But human berngs are the actrve
agents who accumulate caprtal emlott natural 1 resourees, bmld social; economrc, and pohtrcn! orgamzatrons,
and undertake development Clcarly, educatron has the abﬂrty to develop human resources in rural areas.
In fact rural developmcnt is dependent to a large degree on the abihty of entrepreneurs to brmé toéetﬁer
human creatrvrty, caprtal natural resources, and social and economic infrastructures in a rural settmg
Education develops leadership: Education in the widest sense is in fact both an investment and
a form of eonsmnptlon whrch increases an mdrvrdual s capacrty for productton whrle at the same time de-
velops his/her personalny and satlsﬁEs hrs/her need to know and understand The rural world wrll nééd
wmpetentand dynamrcleadersd'rtlsto wmthebattleagamsthungerandpovertyand sucwedmrural
development. Eduatron helps to develop and 1dentrfy leaders in a rural commumty (Martm 1984) Rural

leaders have the abrlrty to look to the future not only for then- commumty development but also for their



that they have the support of the people and the necessary knowledge, slolls, and expenence for such work.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
'I'hrs paper desenbes the most 1mportant role of educatxon in rural development In fact rural de-

velopment asa process, depends on a 1arge number of variables of wluch edncatron is one: Educatron

should be placed first and foremost in the services of democracy wlixcli demands not orrly that the citizen
be protected agamst arbxtrsxy decrsxons but also that he/she take part in decisions whrch alfeet the future
of hxs/her society. More oﬂ.en tha.n not rural development caniiot take plaee untrl institutions and peoples

attuudes have changed Educatxon isa very unportant faetor to bnng about thls change in rural environ-

ment As mentroned earher there isa dxalectlcal relatlonslnp between a socrety and edueatron, that is, ed-

ucation is both the product of & socrety and in certain cu'eumstances, a factor which Brmgs about economic

development
By and large the low standard of educanon amhong rural people can be explamed partly by drlﬁi
eulties inherent in the rural environment, end partly by the negative belief that rural development can be

achreved wrthout edueatmg the rmal resxdents My expenence in rural development actmties show that
educatron has a role to play in rural development and is tﬁerelbre dnectly related to the well bemg of large

oping eonntﬁes
Although edueatxon is an essentral weapon in ihe battle of rural development it alone wrll fiot de-

termine the outcome: Development ralmres other resources in addrtron to edueatxon Sometrme edumtxon

faﬂs to eontnbute its share to rural development This is because the dlﬂ'erent forms of edueatxon result

Eom drﬂ‘erent socio-economic systems Based on this dﬁeT’enee, the v various s forms of educatxon socrahze

and reproduee culture wlnch, n tum detefnime the degree ofsueeess of rural development In many

even has hampered rather than helpéd the cause of devélopment (Internatronal Labor Orgamzatxon, l980)

10
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Educatron oriented on urban needs has accelerated rural to urban mrgratron and has not done mu:h in
developmg rural areas. The colonial type of élementary secondary and college education in many countries
has created whxte eellar employment expectatrons whrch are often drfﬁcult to meet and has also drstorted
the concept of education for rural development Because of tlus type of educatronal prograrns, youth un-
employment rates have ala.rmmgly increased in rural areas in ma.ny developmg countries.

A major weakness in the educatxonal system in developmg countries is in preparing students for
next stage of study Thts leads t to emphasrs on exammatrons which n measures only the knowledge necessary
to pass paper-pencrl tests; but with little concem for 5 ,reparatron of the mdrvrdua.l for the rural life he]she
is hkely to lead. The puprl who termmates one stage and does not proceed to the next is rll prerared for
employment or even the abrhty to live a full fife within the limit of hrs/her clrcumstances Natronal edu-
cationial planners ini many countries have formulated new educatronal pohcres on the basis of 1mphc1t or
exphcrt assumpuon that avar]able manpower wrll be absorbed into producuve actrvrtres, provrded that nght
qualifications are obtained. But those so-called “new educational system have created more problems than
the tradrtxonal systems

In many countnes, espeerally rn Asra, large sea]e, eentrally coutrolled book and blackboard educa-
tion have failed to serve the rural children. The fact is that educat:on will n not contrrbute to any rural de-
velopment wrthout appropnate planmng and rmplementatron of the whole educational system. I have
observed that i in éenerai the educauonal systems is eontrolled by those who have economic, social and
political power. This is a big bm'eaucratrc bottleneck in developmg rural areas. Tlius control of p power is
very crucral in eonductmg educatron for rural development Educatron controlled by the rural people will

lead development Education controlled ’7y outsiders tends to depress rural development

In spite of the above controverslal a.rguments vrctory in the world dnve to achieve the basrc ob-

jectrves of human needs that i is, to provrde food shelter educatron, ' health care, nuprove

quahty of Iife, and conserve natural resourees, calls for utxhzahon of ail peoples mtellrgence and energres;
Since human bemg contiriuie to leam, eduication is generally regarded as a potentral instrument for rural
development It is true that rf edueauon is lomlly eentrolled, practxeal apphed problem posing, and fo-
cuséd on functional spectaltzatron, it can and will contribute to rural development in developmg countries.
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